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CM Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti talking to teachers and students

<

during his visit to a college: Photo provided by DGPR

Complete Shutdown

in Quetta Over
Kidnapping of
10-Year-Old
Muhammad Muswar
Staff Reportel
QUETTA: Acomplete
shutdown was observed in
Quetta on Tuesday in protest
against the kidnapping of 10-
year-old Muhammad Muswar,
Who was abducted five days
azo from the Multani Mohalla

 All shopping malls, markets,

and business activities in the
city came t ndstill as
political parties and the traders”
community called for astrike to
mount pressure on authorities
for the child’s safe recovery.

The strike has intensified
public outrage and highlighted
concerns about the law and
order situation in the provincial
capital.

Protest demonstrations
were held at Balochistan
Assembly Chowk, where
political leaders, civil society
members, and traders demanded
swift action to locate the child
and bring the kidnappers to
Jjustice.Balochistan tourism
packages

Demonstrators expressed
frustration over the lack of
progress, as authorities appear
to be clueless about the
perpetrators behind the abduc-
tion.

The strike has received
widespread support, with
residents joining the protests to
voice their anger and fear over
the growing security challenges
in the cit

Political parties and traders
stressed the need for immediate
measures to prevent such
incidents and ensure the safety
ofcitizens.

Muhammad Muswar’s
Kidnapping has sparked city-
wide concern, with protesters
emphasizing the urgency of his
safe and unhurt recovery.
Authorities are under intense
pressure to take decisive action
to address the situation.

The shutdown strike and
ongoing protests underscore
the demand for improved
security and accountability in
Quetta,

As tensions rise, the
incident serves as a grim
reminder of the challenges faced
by residents and the need for
effective governance to restore
public trust.

CM Bugti Highlights Science as Key to
Balochistan’s Future at School Exhibition

‘QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti inaugu-
rated the Jinnah Elite School Sci-
ence and Art Exhibition on Tues-
day, emphasizing the importance
of modern education and ap-
plauding the talent of young stu-

ents.

The event, held at the Jinnah Elite
School, featured Provincial Edu-
cation Minister Rahila Hameed
Khan Durrani and the
institution’s head, Sardar Osama
Khan Tareen. CM Bugti visited
scientific stalls showcasing in-
novative projects, including ar-

Manan Mandokhail:

tificial intelligence initiatives, and
commended the students’ cre-
ativity and dedication.
Addressing the ceremony, he re-
marked, “The future of
Balochistan lies in the hands of
these hardworking and talented
students. They are our future
leaders and ambassadors who
will shape the province’s des-
tiny.” He praised the youth for
their achievements on national
and international stages, ex-
pressing pride in their capabili-

ties.
Highlighting the need for modern

education, the Chief Minister
said, “It is inspiring to witness
students pr eyond

Opposition Protests in
Balochistan Assembly Over
Law and Order, Kidnapped

Child Recovery

Syed Ali Shah:

‘QUETTA: Opposition

urged the toretum to

in the Balochistan Assembly
staged a noisy protest on Tues-

y evening.

Crificizing the government’s fail-
ure toaddress the worsening law
and order situation and demand-
ing the immediate recovery of a
kidnapped child, Muhammad
Musawir.

The lawmakers gathered near the
Speaker’s chair, voicing strong
objections over the
government’s inability to ensure
peace in the province.

Opposition Leader Mir Younas
Aziz Zehri accused the govern-
ment of failing to protect li c;
and property,

their seats, assuring them that
their grievances would be ad-
dressed.

He directed the Chief Secretary of

Balochistan and Inspector Gen-

eral of Police to brief the assem-

bly on the law and order situa-
tion.

Provincial Minister Mir

Muhammad Sadiq Umrani reas-

sured the house that the gov-

ernment is committed to recov-
ering the kidnapped child and
ensuring public safety.

He added that the matter would
be further discussed with Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.
he ition’s

abillty 10 recover the kidnapped
child.

Speaker of the Assembly, Cap
(Retd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.

-

highlighted growing concerns
over insecurity and the
government’s performance in ad-
dressing public safety issues.

Will PTI protest delay SZABMU
MDCAT reconduct date

by
traditional learning mclhcxls
Projects like these are essential
for a brighter future.”

In recognition of the students’
efforts, CM Bugti announced a
cash prize of PKR 1 million for
the school and an additional PKR
1 million for the children who
performed a tableau at the event.

The exhibition underscored the
provincial government’s commit-
ment to fostering education and
innovation in Balochistan.

Security forces addressing governance shortcomings
by sacrificing lives daily: COAS Munir

NEWS DESK: Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Syed Asim Munir
issued a stern warning that any-
one who obstructs national se-
curity or hinders the military’s
operations will face conse-
quences, reported Express News
on Tuesday.
Speaking at an apex committee
‘meeting chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, the army chief
stressed the collective responsi-
bility of every Pakistani in the
ongoing fi fight against terrorism.
“In the war against terrorism, ev-
eryPakistani is a soldier — some
in’uniform, others without,” he
stated. He further affirmed that
the nation must unite to combat
the scourge of terrorism.
COAS Munir reiterated the pri-
‘macy of Pakistan’s constitution,
highlighting that it assigns the
military the responsibility of en-

13
suring both the internal and ex-
ternal security of the country.
“Anyone who creates an obstacle
to Pakistan’s security and tries
to prevent us from fulfilling our
duties will have to bear the con-

sequences,” he warned.

The army chicf also acknowl-
edged the sacrifices made by the
Pakistan Army and law enforce-
ment agencies in addressing gov-
emance challenges.

Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

KARACHI: The Shaheed
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto Medical
University (SZABMU) is set
tore-conduct the Medical and
Dental College Admission
Test (MDCAT) 2024 on No-
vember 24, 2024, as ordered
by the Islamabad High Court
(IHC). The THC’s decision
follows a petition challenging
irregularities in the original
test held on September 22,

However, uncertainty looms
over the exact date of the re-
test due to a planned protest
by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) in Islamabad on the
same day. The imposition of
Section 144 in Islamabad for

two months further compli-
cates the situation.

MDCAT aspirants are ex-
pressing frustration and anxi-
ety over the lack of clarity re-
garding the test date. The Pa-
kistan Medical and Dental
Council (PMDC) has already
postponed its National Regi:
tration Exam (NRE), orig
nally scheduled for Novem-
ber 24, to December 15.

‘While December 1st appears

to be a more likely date for

the MDCAT re-test, official
confirmation from the PMDC
or SZABMU is still awaited.

The author is a third year

MBBS student and founder

of Students Nexus by SMY.

Unlocking Balochistan’s Potential Through Dlgltal Connect1V1ty

QUETTA: Balochistan,
Pakistan’s largest yet most
underserved province, stands at
the crossroads of a digital revolu-
tion. With the provincial cabinet’s
approval of a comprehensive digi-
tal policy, a transformative oppor-
tunity emerges to bridge the prov-
ince persistent digital divide.

Leveraging internet connec-
tivity and digital technologies
could improve governance, en-
hance security, boost economic
growth, and protect fundamental
human rights.

For Balochistan, with its rug-
ged terrain and remote settle-
ments, adopting satellite internet
can enable e-governance, foster
educational opportunities, and
support healthcare systems
through telemedicine.

However, as global experi-
ences demonstrate, the internet’s
transformative power must be de-
ployed in the public interest.

The dominance of private
corporations, like SpaceX, poses

challenges to accountability and

access. For
digital policy to
rivate partner-

universal
Balochista
succeed, pub

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:

sive and prioritizes citizens’ wel-
fare over profit margins.

Moreover, internet availabil-
ityis critical to combating extrem-
ism and insecurity. By conn
ing communities and improving

access to information, digital tools
can empower individuals, foster-
ing unity and progress. Similarly,
enhanced connectivity can un-
lock economic opportunities, sup-
porting local businesses and in-
tegrating Balochistan into global
markets.

llaborations,
volvement in
global digital initiatives, could
bolster this effort, as seen in
projects like CERN and the
COVID-19 vaccine rollout.

Asimilar commitment to pub-
lic-oriented technology deploy-
ment can secure Balochistan’s

ture.

This is a pivotal moment for
Balochistan. By ensuring robust
implementation of its digital
policy, the government can not
only transform the province’s
socio-economic landscape but
also uphold the human rights of
its citizens.

Digital connectivity is no
longer a luxury—it is a necessity.




02 EDITORIAL

‘Wednesday,November.20.2024

Ensuring Lasting Peace In
Balochistan: A Call for
Revamped Security Strategy

Editori:

The recent suicide attack at Quetta’s railway station, claiming 26 lives and
leaving 60 injured, marks yet another grim chapter in Balochistan’s ongoing
struggle with terrorism. This g event the urgent need

OOP health expenditures

By Zafar Mirza:

!F health is a human
right, then the inability

pay for essential
healthcare should not be
abarrier. This is why fi-
nancial protection for
healthcare is an integral
component of universal
health coverage (UHC).

In poor countries
mth weak economies,

for a reinforced, comprehensive approach to securing the province. Balochistan
has endured an escalating pattern of terror attacks, each incident deepening
the public’s sense of insecurity and fear. Now more than ever, it is critical for
federal and provincial authorities to take decisive, lasting action to protect the
lives and property of the people of Balochistan.

Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi’s recent meeting with

healthcare
systems, and lack of fis-
cal prioritisation of
healthcare, the vast ma-
jority of people are not
covered in terms of

Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics published the Na-
tional Health Accounts
2021-22. The report pre-
sents the findings of the
ninth round of National
Health Accoume in Pa-
kistan. NHA w:
ated in Pakistan wnh lhc
support of the WHO in
2005-06 and before the
recent report, eight
rounds had been com-
pleted for eight fiscal
years.

NHA is a standard
methodology for track-
ing national health ex-

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti in Quetta demonstrates a renewed commit-
‘ment to peace in the province. Their dialogue and pledges of increased federal
suppun are umcly and nccc&sdry steps. However, the promise to expand intel-
the Levies, Police, and Counter Ter-
rorism Depanment (CTD) should now translate into immediate, visible actions
that citizens can feel.

A long-term, people-centered approach is essential. Government officials
must prioritize public safety by strengthening on-ground sccunly upgrddmg

networks, and forti
ordination between federal and provincial law enfomemenl agencies is Wil to
address the evolving tactics of terror groups and dismantle their operational
networks. Immediate reforms to the security strategy, along with increased
community engagement, will play a vital role in restoring confidence among
the masses.

‘This tragic incident calls for more than emergency responses; it demands
areevaluation of existing strategies to ensure lasting peace and security across
Balochistan. The people of Balochistan deserve to live free from the shadow of
violence. The government’s commitment to achieving this must be unwaver-
ing, with resources allocated not only to prevent such attacks but to provide
swift justice and relief for affected families. It is time for a sustained, strategic
response that prioritizes the safety and well-being of every resident in
Balochistan, turning promises into impactful action for apeaceful future.

Using human body as an
element of design

Sadia Pasha Kamran:

A" . manipulating democ- and checkered enhance
ZRllowmetopresenta oy ol greligion the design-like quality of
problem I often face and bringing war, terror- your paintings. Design
while introducing you to ism and chaos onto the ~refers to something that

art enthusiasts and other  region. is intentionally created
seekers of knowledge. Not to speak of los- by a thinking agent.
Though, I feel proud that ing self-respect and It also denotes to

I have successfully turning the nation into the innate nature of some-
worked out a way clueless vagabonds cut- thing which is planned
around your paintings to  ting their nose to spite and executed with a pur-
analyse them as design the faces. pose. Your purpose is not
assignments rather than Tamreferringtothe to objectify the female
merely the images of prevailing mayhem in figure but to situate it
women. Pakistani institutions be  within the realms of

Since I hardly find it judiciary, establish- physical, carthlyrealities.
them indecent, offensive ment or parliament. On the question of
or unethical to be dis- I shall stop ram- nudity, I am convinced
played publicly, blingpolitical frustration that your painted women,

I also use them to and focus onyour paint- in clothes or without
explain the notions of ings as they remind me them, are not vulgar. If
‘nude'and 'naked' inart - of a person who was ut- unclothed, the bodies are
appreciation of beauty in  terly composed and eco- not jeopardised. Frankly,
first instance and nomical with wordsand they do not have the ‘aes-
stripped bare to show expressions. thetic'appeal of Venus de
ruthless reality in the Perhaps you used  Milo or Bemini's Daphne
second. toresolve all the pande- and Proserpina to name

service cov-
erage and financial pro-
tection. How, then, do
cople access
healthcare? They spend
out of their incomes,
savings and loans:
hence the term, “out-of-
pockcl hcallh expendi-
tures’ (OOPHE).

When already poor
or almost poor people
haveto resort to OOPHE,
it badly affects their
household incomes and
they have to make tough
choices between other
essentials maybe
food or children’s edu-
cation.

When a household
ends up spending more
than 10 per cent and
25pc (both thresholds
are used) of its total
consumption or income,
the World Health
Organisation (WHO)
defines it as ‘cata-
strophic OOPHE’, which
hurts the poor most, es-
pecially the women, chil-
dren and elderly among
them. Catastrophic
health expenditures
push people into pov-
ertyand deepen the pov-
erty of the already poor.

In March 2024, the

their sources
and the way they are
used, in order to develop
policies to enhance the
performance of national
health systems.

‘The standard meth-
odology was jointly de-
veloped by WHO and
the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation
and Development. To-
gether, they published A
System of Health Ac-
counts in 2011 and they
maintain a database of
global health expendi-
tures and continue to
produce global reports
and provide trainings to
their national counter-
parts to undertake
NHAs.

Financial protection
is an integral component
of universal health cov-
ray

a

ge.
As part of the latest
Pakistan NHA report for
2021-22, a special
OOPHE survey was also
undertaken. The survey
covered 24,809 house-
holds spread over almost
the whole of urban and
rural Pakistan.
According to the
survey, per capita annual
OOP health expenditure

in FY2021-22 was
Rs4,334. People spent a
total of over Rs983 billion
out of their pocket on
healthcare. The provin-
cial breakdown shows
that out of the total
OOPHE, Punjab’s share
was the highest (53pc),
followed by Sindh (23pc),
KP  (I7pc)  and
Balochistan (6pc).

A closer look at
OOPHE survey data re-
veals that in Pakistan,
around 73pc of the total
OOP health expenditures
are incurred on outpa-
tient services (primary

7.7pe of it is incurred on
transportation costs.

The top diseases to
which OOPHE caters in-
clude heart discase
(9.73pc),  flu/fever
(9.55pc). muscular pain
— knee, backbone, etc

(7.21pc), and diabetes
(7.09p0).

What does all this
data on OOPHE tell us
and how should it feed
into future health po-
lices?

Three major points
can be discerned. One,
OOPHE is quite high in
Pakistan and this is es-

while only
around 20pc of total OOP
spending is incurred on
inpatient care.

The percentage
share of outpatients is
highest in Punjab
(77 46pc) followed byKP
(72.01pc), and
Balochistan (69.06pc),
while the lowest share is
that of Sindh (60.01pc).
Also, 58.89pc of OOPHE
takes place in urban cen-
tres and the rest in rural
areas, which basically
means that a sizeable
proportion of people
from the rural areas also
travel to the urban areas
and spend money to buy
healthcare.

The people of Paki-
stan spend 82.79pc of
OOPHE on buying
healthcare from thé pri-
vate health sector, and
therest, 17.21pc, is spent
in the public sector.

The breakdown of
these expenditures
shows that at the national
level, more than half of
OOP, that is, 50.1 63pc
spent on buymg
cines, followed by doc-
tors® fee (12.93pc), and
lab tests (8.22pc), while

with
reference to the poor
population, which num-
bers more than 110 mil-
lion. This segment of the
population needs finan-
cial protection for
healthcare.

Second, since 73pe
of OOPHE is being in-
curred by ambulatory
patients seeking primary
healthcare, it is critical
that the poor segment of
the population is pro-
vided financial protec-
tion for primary
healthcare. Though fi-
nancial protection is
available for
hospitalisation through
the Sehat Sahulat
Programme, there is a
major need for financial

at the PHC

nerable, is on PHC and
in the private sector.

Currently, PHC in
the private sector is the
most uncovered area in
terms of financial protec-
tion and hence there is
slow advancement of
UHC.

It is also the least
regulated area in terms of
quality of care and cost
of care. Medicines, doc-
tors’ fee and diagnostics
are the main areas where
people are spending
money out of their
pocket when they seek
healthcare. For the poor,
these  items  are
unaffordable.

Who provides PHC
in the private health sec-
tor: individual clinics of
general practitioners or
family physicians and
outpatient departments
of a variety of private
sector hospitals.

If financial protec-
tion is not extended by
expanding the Sehat
Sahulat programme in
these areas, then a vast
majority of the poor and
almost poor population
will remain vulnerable to
catastrophic dnd impov-
erishing

Pollcymakers also
have to consider that the
burden of disease in Pa-
Kistan has shifted to non-
diseases,

level.

Third, more than
80pc of OOPHE is made
in the private sector.
Combining it with the
above two facts, it is
clear that the people’s
‘maximum out-of-pocket

which are chronic in na-
ture and hence require
lifelong healthcare.

As this survey also
shows, the top catego-
ries of diseases and con-
ditions where OOPHEs
are being incurred are

on health
and their need for pro-
tection from financial
hardship, especially for
the poor and most vul-

and
these are ongoing expen-
ditures. This further ne-
cessitates financial pro-
tection.

By Aisha Khan:

ZiS the world inches
closer to catastrophe, all
eyes are on the Confer-
ence of Parties (COP)
taking place in Baku,
Azerbaijan.

The  opening
speeches from the
COP28 UAE presidency,
COP29 Azer presidency,
and the United Nations

Climate ambition gap

agenda and only two
weeks to move the
needle on critical and
contentious issues, it is
important to reflect on
facts and figures to de-
velop a better under-
standing of the state of
play and what’s at stake.

Itis important to re-
flect on facts and figures
to develop a better un-

Your works also monium on your can- some sensuous represen-
make a good example of vas. Your friends say tations of female body in
the inherent politics in  that you preferred paint-  art.
visual cultures. ing female figures, espe- Today, with casy ac-

Whenwemetinthe ciallyafter the said inci- cess to all kinds of pic-
early 90s, you were an dent as a natural re- turesand ideas, the small
established artist, ad- sponse to imposed cen- image of a female sitting
mired at least amongst sorship. all by herself next to a
your peers who took us; Asamatter of fact, window or a faceless
the baffled youth newly your figural paintings woman with a basket full
entwined with the art are not representations of oranges should not
world, for support orportraits of personali- invoke obscenity.
against the violent van- ties. ‘Well, of course un-
dalism you faced. Some They are studies of less the viewer is com-
self-acclaimed militiain  form focusing on its pelled to feel stimulated
the name of Islamdid not ~ configuration and ar- just to prove his ‘upright
approve of you painting  rangement within a de- physical health' as ex-
female figures. fined picture space. plained recently bya vis-

They attacked your Expressions and iting religious scholar.
home, destroyed the gestures of sitters are Mental and psycho-
paintings and harassed not of much concern to logical obsession with
the guests. Iwill notrant you. You use human sexuality as a disease is
and curse General Zia for  body as an element of ~out-of-syllabus question
all the nonsense that design. for most custodians of
prevailed during and af- The body accents faith and proponents of
ter his Martial Law. Per- emphasis and creates societal norms.
haps he was doing what interest in the painting Throughout history
was needed to be done as it balances the over- artists have used human
to justify Uncle Sam's all composition and cre-  figure, male and female, to

Framework Convention
on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) executive
secretary all made the
links between climate
action and finance
needs.

Climate finance was
at the heart of the
agenda, with parties ea-
ger to discuss means of
implementation to sup-
port delivery of the Glo-
bal Stock-take outcome.
Political engagement to
break the gridlock on the
New Collective Quanti-
fied Goal (NCQG) will be
crucial for countries to
enhance ambition on
Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) 3.0
to meet mitigation and
adaptation targets.

The NDC an-
nouncements from the
UAE and Brazil are wel-
come signals from two of
the COP troika on their
commitmentsto multilat-
eral climate action. How-

of the state
of play and what’s at
stake.

The report on Dou-
bling Adaptation Fi-
nance, released by the
developed countries,
states that the devel-
oped countries provided
and mobilised a total of
$32.4 billion in adapta-
tion finance in 2022, in-
cluding a total of $28.9bn
in international public fi-
nance, an increase of
nearly 23pc over 2021
levelsand 54pc over 2019
levels. According to the
report,  significant
progress has been made
towards doubling adap-
tation finance from 2019
levels in the first three
years of available data,
and efforts are on track
toreach $40bn by 2025.

The International
Energy Agency ac-
Kknowledges the momen-
tum on decarbonisati

ernments are still respon-
sible for around $1 tril-
lion of energy sector in-
vestment today and will
need to increase net-zero
investments by about
40pc by 2035.

The World Meteo-
rological Organisation
report outlines that CO2
concentrations have in-
creased 11.4pcin just 20
years, with the long life-
time of CO2 in the atmo-
sphere locking in future
temperature increase.

The Organisation
for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development
reports that in 2022, de-
veloped countries pro-
vided and mobilised a
total of $115.9bn in cli-
mate finance for develop-
ing countries. This oc-
curred with a delay of
two years from the origi-
nal 2020 target, but pub-
lic finance accounted for
close to 80pc of the total
in 2022, and increased
from $38bn in 2013 to
$91.6bn in 2022. Mitiga-
tion continued to ac-
count for 60pc of the to-
tal and public climate fi-
nance grew by 52pc fol-
lowing several years of
stagnation.

The Biennial As-
sessment of Climate Fi-
nance Fl

finance increased by
28pc to an annual aver-
age of $63bn in 2021-
2022. The report ac-
knowledges that more
than half of the global
climate finance was pro-
vided in the form of debt
instruments, while grant
finance more than
doubled in absolute
terms but still accounted
for only 6pc of the total
flow.

The UN Trade and
Development report on
the NCQG outlines the
climate finance needed
from the developed
countries to developing
countries to meet the
Paris Agreement goals. It
concludes that the de-
veloping countries re-
quire $1.1tr in climate fi-
nance from 2025, rising
toaround $1.8tr by 2030.
Based on these num-
bers, developed coun-
tries should anticipate a
funding equivalent of
three quarters of the in-
vestments needed in de-
veloping countries for
climate mitigation and
adaptation, as well as
supporting response to
climate-induced loss and
damage.

A(.cordmgly. the
NCQG contribution tar-

with record rollout of re-
newable energy and a
'

dollars over rubles. ates perfect visual har- appreciate God's creative | ever, the troika countries
Let's not comment mony. In this way, the 1l plan to ex-
on that as Tamno politi- female figure can swap Often these repre- | pand oil and gas produc-

cal scientist nor do I'in- an ordinary bottle in sentations signify devo-
tend to invite the rage of  your still-life painting.  tion and become the ve-
‘black vigoes' by accus- The blocked  hicle towards spirituality
ing their paiti band bhai ~ shapes in carefully se- or serve as the carrier of
of setting the trend of lected colours, stripes mystic ideals.

tion by 32 per cent by
2035 (Brazil 36pc, UAE
34pc, and Azerbaijan

Z

pc).
With a packed

of electric ve-
hicles, but expresses
concern  that the
progress is not enough
to keep the 1.5 degrees
Celsius threshold alive.
The IEA finds that gov-

by
the UNFCCC Standing
Committee on Finance
states that global climate
finance flows in 2021-
2022 increased by 63pc
compared to those in
2019-2020, reaching an
annual average of $1.3tr,
and tracked adaptation

get for developed coun-
tries should be around
$0.89tr in 2025, reaching
up to $1.46tr by the fifth
year of implementation.
This would imply a tar-
get for around 1.4pc of
developed countries’
GDP per year from 2025
until 2030, and then re-

viewed to make it equiva-
lent to around 2pc of de-
veloping countries’ GDP.

And finally, the
United Nations Environ-

rais
ings that greenhouse

gas (GHG) emissions
grew by 1.3pc year-on
year to 57.1 gigatons of
carbon dioxide equiva-
lent in 2023. The mitiga-
tion pledges for 2030-
2035 are not on track and
need to be 26 gigatons
of carbon dioxide lower
for a warming limit of

Clearly, the ambition
gap is widening, the
need gap growing and
the window of opportu-
nityshrinking GHG emis-
sions are dangerously
high and cash flows dis-
mally small and slow. It
is unlikely that COP29
will succeed in issuing a
declaration that satisfies
everyone.

However, the goal
of 1.5 still remains within
reach but delay in action
is not an option.

For Pakistan, the
current temperature
trends mean an increase
in climate-induced haz-
ards, more loss and dam-
age, and a higher risk of
sinking deeper into a
debt and poverty trap.

It is time to recon-
cile with reality and ac-
cept the fact that total
reliance on external sup-
port for succour is not a
gamblc that the country
can afford

The dwindling diversity of life on Earth

BY Syed Mohammad Ali:

e that the industrial way to organise global
fhc Earth does not fUlition ‘marked the production processos.
belong to human beings beginning of this era. Agricultural policies pro-
alone, yet we continue Others think that it was moted via the so-called
acting as if nature and all  later when human activi- ‘green revolution' placed
other living creatures are ties began making sig- emphasis on using high
here only for us to con- nificant changes to the yield varieties of crops,
tinue exploiting with natural world. However, needing increasing
reckless abandon. This most experts agree that amounts of water,
callous attitude has ush-  this era was certainly in fertilisers and pesticides.
ered in the age of the effect by the 1950s. Such growth-obsessed
Anthropocene, an ep- After the end of the agriculture, alongside
och duringwhich human ~ second world war, glo- other profit obsessed
activities have evidently ~bal international devel- manufacturing policies,
begun to aller the opment institutions had began causing major

L

dallits  begun ing strat-  spikes in air and water
mlcrdcpcndcnl cLusy&» egies to give precedence  pollution, fueling un-
tems. to economic growth, checked deforestation

When the and using the market and widespread destruc-
Anthropocene began is mechanism became an tion of fragile habitats. As
still contested. Some ar-  increasingly dominant  a result, wildlife popula-

tions of mammals, birds,
amphibians, reptiles and
fish began to suffer ir-
reparable damage.
According to the
World Wildlife Fund's
"Living Planet' report
published a couple of
years ago, wildlife spe-
cies have seen a 69%
drop on average since
1970. While this report
draws on an impressive
database of thousands
of species of wildlife, it
still does not take ac-
count of human impacts
on all living creatures,
including insects, which
are also no doubt suffer-
ing the consequence of

our activities as well.
Wildlife popula-
tions have suffered a
major decline even in
Europe and the US, de-
spite the resources made
available by these rich
countries for conserva-
tion efforts. In other
parts of the world, espe-
cially in poorer coun-
tries, which still supply
the bulk of raw materials
to richer countries, the
decline in wildlife is even
more alarming. WWF
noted how wildlife popu-
lations in Latin America
and the Caribbean region
decreased by 94% on
average between 1970

and 2018. In countries
like Pakistan, unthinking
urban planning, the de-
mand for growing more
crops, and profit-driven
compulsions of the tim-
ber mafia have reduced
the forest cover to
around 5 per cent of all
available land. The wa-
terways in the country
are also heavily polluted.
Consequently, local
populations of Indus
River dolphins, snow
leopards, and many
other unique species are
in crisis.

The only wildlife
people human beings
seem to care about are

those of domestic ani-
‘mals being bred for their
‘muscle power, their meat,
or for other byproducts,
such as milk or leather.

A handful of other
species also secure
some protection due to
the desire of people to
keep pets. Every other
living creature that has
as much of a right to ex-
ist on this planet as hu-
‘man beings do seems ei-
ther a threat, or else su-
perfluous, other than
perhaps being show-
cased for the sake of
human entertainment in
zoo-like settings.

The ongoing stress

being placed on nature
by human actions is de-
pleting the biodiversity
of our interdependent
planet that is now threat-
ening the well-being of
our current and future
generations.

All is not lost, and
there is still some time left
to begin placing empha-
sis on the restoration of
natural habitats which
can help stressed wild-
life populations recuper-
ate, while simultaneously

ddressing varied climate
threats, whlch have also
begun undermining the
welfare of ordinary
people around the world.
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Snowfall ends dry spell in upper
reaches of Kashmir

capturing memorable
moments and express-
ing joy by playing in
the snow. And at
the same time, occu-
pied Srinagar and sur-
rounding areas experi-
enced intermittent light
downpour, breaking the
prolonged dry spell and
bringing relief to

of continual intermit-
tent snowfall, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
Disaster Management
Authority  (AJK
SDMA) has issued an
avalanche warning for
Neelam and Leepa
vallies of AJK.

The warning indi-
cates a Low Danger

MIRPUR (INP): Af-
ter over three months
of dry weather, the
upper reaches of
Neelam valley of
Azad Jammu Kash-
mir finally has lashed
with a gentle

snowfall since mid
last night , bringing
delight to residents

reaching here from
across thL ]mc of con-
trol ( Lo

The forwast an-
ticipates the possibility
of light to moderate
rain or snow in many
places at both sides of
the LoC in J&K state,
with heavy snowfall
expected

and tourists. Tourist locals. in isolated higher Level for potential ava-
hotspots in the pictur- Light rainfall was reaches of the occu- lanches, particularly
esque top mountain- reported from various pied Kashmir Divi- those of highest

reaches in both of the
snow-clad vallies. It
that
peop]e stay informed
about the situation and

ous lerram witnessed

sion, including districts
such as Kupwara,

parts of the occupied
Kashmir Valley. Me-

ical center in
occupied Srinagar has
predicted light to mod-

degrees of light to
moderate snowfall.
The popular

Ganderbal, Shopian,
Anantnag, and

snow-clad resorts erate Kulgam  after adhere to safety guide-
turned in the scenic rain and snowfall couple of days, the re- lines to mitigate the risk
valley turnedinto play- across Jammu and port underlined. ofpotential avalanches

grounds for tourists Kashmir, said a report Meanwhile as a result in the snow clad areas.
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistani Ambassador to Iraq Muhammad Zeeshan Ahmed calls on Federal Minister |
for Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony Chaudhry Salik Hussain.

Pakistan showcases its potential in offshore wind
power sector at World Maritime Conference

BEIJING (INP): Pakistan
showecased its potential
in renewable energy and
offshore wind power de-
velopment at World
Maritime Equipment
Conference held in
Fujian.

Representing Paki-
stan at the Conference,
Ambassador Khalil
Hashmi_highlighted
Pakistan’s potential in
renewable energy and
offshore sector. In his
address at a side semi-
nar, he spoke about
Pakistan’s strategic ad-
vantages as a coastal
nation and called for en-

He invited Chinese
investors to explore o
portunities in Pakistan
burgeoning offshore
wind energy sector.

Ambassador Hashmi
alsomet with senior offi-
cials from Fuzhou, incluc
ing the city’s top poli
cal leader, Ms. Guo
Ningning.

Both sides reaf-
firmed their commitment
to enhancing Pakistan-
China relations and
strengthening ties be-
tween Pakistan and
Fuzhou under the
broader bilateral frame-

Pakistan’s natural ad-
vantages, including its
extensive coastline of
over 1,000 kilometers,
and reiterated the
country’s strong com-
mitment to transitioning
to renewable energy
sources.
Acknowledging
China’s rapid advance-
ments in the offshore
wind industry, the Am-
bassador stressed the
importance of strength-
ening bilateral coopera-
tion through technology
exchanges, infrastruc-
ture development, and
regulatory support.

hanced bilateral collabo-
ration in technology, in-
frastructure, and invest-
ment.

The visit included
high-level meetings, a
tour of Fujian’s urban
and maritime advance-
ments, and discussions
aimed at deepening ties
‘within the Pakistan-China
bilateral framework,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Monday.

Speaking at the
Seminar on High-Quality
Development of Off-
shore Wind Power Sup-
ply Chain, Ambassador
Hashmi emphas

QUETTA: Tribal leader from Qalat Sardar Ameer jan Lehri addressing apress conference.

against countries host-

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a meeting with Minister/Parlia-
mentary Under-Secretary of State at Foreign, Commonwealth & Development, United Kingdom Mr.
Hamish Falconer along with delegation at Parliament House.

Pakistani IT Companies showcase software
expertise at China’s high-tech fair

SHENZHEN(INP): Paki-  discussions with poten- Another Pakistani Bilal also high-
stani_custom software tial clients and hope to exhibitor, 10x Engineers lighted the abundant
development compa- forge partnerships with Technologies from pool of highlyskilled and
nies made a strong im- local Chinese manufactur- Lahore, also made a qualified engineers in
pression at the 26th ers to provide software strong debut at the fair. Pakistan, who possess

China International solutions that complc- The company helps chip ;lrong analytical and
High-tech Fair (CHTF), - ment their esign ies bring Iving skills,
held in Shenzhen from ings.” their products to market makingthemideal for ISP
November 14 to 16. Koder Labs was one  faster and at a lower design, hardware de-

Among  them, ofthe three Pakistani ex- cost. sign, and verification

Koder Labs, a Karachi-
based firm specializing
in website design, mo-
bile application devel-
opment, e-commerce
solutions, and business
data analysis, debuted
in the Chinese high-tech
market to showcase its
expertise and explore
partnerships with Chi-
nese  enterprises,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Tuesday.

Jawaid Gadiwala,
Co-Founder and CTO of
Koder Labs, highlighted
the company’s strategic
decision to participate
in the fair.

“We have been ac-
tive in the western and
middle eastern markets,
but we haven’t ven-
tured into the eastern
market like China and
other east Asian coun-

With world-class
expertise in camera im-

hibitors organized by the
Trade Development Au-
thority Pakistan and Pa-
kistan Software Export
Board.

The 26th CHTF at-
tracted more than 5,000
renowned enterprises
and international organi-
zations from over 100
countries and regions,
showcasing cutting-edge
technologies and innova-
tions across various sec-
tors. With a total exhibi-
tion area of over 300,000
square meters, the fair
featured 22 professional
exhibitionareas, including
national heavy equip-
ment, technology giant
industry chains, special-
ized and innovative enter-
prises, new productive
forces, and Al and robot-
cs.

Over 4,300 technolo-

roles.

Pakistan’s IT sector
is experiencing signifi-
cant growth driven by
the country’s growing
population, digitalization
and focus on technol-
ogy as a key driver of
economic growth.

According to data
released by the State
Bank of Pakistan,
Pakistan’s Information
Technology (IT) exports
have soared to $3.2 bil-
lion in the fiscal year
2024, marking a robust
24% year-on-year in-
crease from the previous
fiscal’s $2.59 billion.

Muhammad Imran,
Trade and Investment
Counselor at the Com-
mercial Section of the
Consulate General of Pa-
Kistan in Guangzhou, ex-
pressed optimism about
h mi

source image processor
named “Infinite ISP” and
encouraged industry
and researchers to use
it in their designs.Bilal
Zafar, Co-founder and
CEO of 10x Engineers,
noted that the fair was a
learning experience for
the company. “This is a
learning experience first
and foremost — about
the technology land-
scape in China, the
people, and the busi-
ness culture here,” he
said.

“Learning about
how rapidly China is de-
veloping its semicon-
ductor industry and
some amazing work that

tries, which are thriv- gies, new products, and ased here  the for Pa-
ing,” he said. achievements were re- in Shenzhen are doingis kistani exhibitors at the
“We had fruitful leased during the event. invaluable.” CHTE,

Restrictions ease in Lahore
levels drop

the list for several days.

Local administration
has eased restrictions,
and all hotels and restau-
rants’ opening time has
been extended to 10in the
night. The dine-in and
takeaway facilities will be
available at eateries till
10:00 PM.

The bakers have also
been exempted from shut-
down at 8:00 PM and keep
open until 10:00 PM.

as smog

LAHORE (INP): As
smog levels drop, re-
strictions have been
eased and eateries tim-
ing has been extended
in Lahore.

The educational
institutions have been
reopened in Punjab
from today except
Lahore and Multan.

Toxic smog has
dropped in Lahore and
the city goes down to
third place at the Air
Quality Index (AQI)
among the most pol-

ment department an-
nounced new instruc-
tions after the smog lev-
els dropped across the
province. The commis-
sioners and deputy
commissioners were di-
rected to implement or-
ders with regard to eas-
ing the smog-related or-
ders. Bad air continuing
to haunt Lahore and
several other cities of
Punjab despite authori-
However, the shops ties’ taking various
and markets shutdown steps to curb polluted
order will remain in place air.
luted cities of the world ~ until November 24. ricultural burning and
afterremainingontopof  Punjab’s environ- winter cooling.

United States (US) warns Turkey against
hosting Hamas leadership

of schools upto higher
secondary level in smog
hit districts of the prov-
ince till 24 November.

The decision was
made as the province
erappling with severe air
pollution, which have
soared to alarming lev-
els, affecting the public
health.

For days, Lahore
has been enveloped by
smog, a mix of fog and
pollutants caused by
low-grade diesel fumes,
smoke from seasonal ag-

Punjab government
also announced closure

WASHINGTON (INP):  ing members of Hamas, meeting Monday. “We don’t believe
The United States (US)  singling out Turkey after Miller did not con- the leaders of a vicious
issued a warning recent reports indicated ﬁrmlhcrcpons butsaid terrorist organization

possible moves by the
Palestinian group’s lead-

he was “not in a posi-
tion to dispute” them.

should be living com-
fortably anywhere,”

SBP Governor

ership. “I've seen the re- “We will make clear to Miller said, adding that

underscores supporting
women entrepreneurs for
economic growth

KARACHI (INP): Gov- hlghllgllcd the critical
ernor State Bank of Pa- role of women-owned
Kistan (SBP), Jameel businesses in driving in-
Ahmad, Tuesday, em- novation, economic
phasized the importance  growth, and community
of supporting women development and also
for pacify- the struc-
ing economic growth in tural and cultural chal-
the country, noting that lenges women entrepre-
women currently make neurs face, such as lim-
up less than 10 percent ited access to finance,
of total borrowers and markets, and mentorship.
hold only 26% of bank Despite these chal-
accounts. lenges, women in Paki-
The governor SBP, ~ stan have shown remark-
while addressing the able determination and
main event of Women success in various sec-
Entrepreneurship Day tors, including agricul-
here at SBP Museum, ture, technology, and
alsoreaffirmed commit- manuﬁncturing, he stated
ment to enhancing and added that SBP has
women’s participation in ~ taken various measures
the economic land- for financial inclusion
scape. and economic empower-
The event brought ment of the female which
together various stake- enhanced their access to
holders, including inter- financial services.
national and local part- He appreciated the
ner institutes, banks, efforts of banks in dis-
civil society, and suc- bursing about Rs24 bil-
cessful women entrepre- lion to over 20,000
neurs. led i
Jameel Ahmad, in
his keynote address,

from July 1, 2024, to No-
vember 10, 2024.

several of the members
have been indicted in the
United States and
“should be turned over.”
Qatar, a US ally and a
significant mediator in
the Gaza conflict.
&)

ports that some of the
leadership of Hamas, who
had been in Doha, have
now moved to Turkey,”
State  Department
spokesman Matthew
Miller said duringa press

the government of Tur-
key, as we have made
clear to every country in
the world, that there can
be no more business as
usual with Hamas,” he
added.
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Protests, gatherings banned in Karachi
division till Nov 24

KARACHI (INP):  The
Karachi administration on
Tuesday imposed a ban on “all
forms of public gatherings™
across the division until No-
vember 24 in view of an on-
going defence exhibition in the
city. The ban comes in view of
the four-day International De-
fence Exhibition and Seminar
(IDEAS) 2024 taking place at
the Karachi Expo Centre. The
show is being hosted by the
defence ministry and the De-
fence Expori Promotion
Organisation (DEPO) from
November 19 to 22.

A notification by the
Karachi division
commissioner’s office cited
Additional Inspector General
Javed Akhtar Odho as stating
that public gatherings were
likely to “pose a grave secu-
rity risk and cause inconve-
nience to international guests
expected to participate in
IDEAS 2024

Hence, Commissioner
Syed Hassan Naqvi ordered a
“complete ban on any type of
protests, d sit-

empowered to register cases
atthe police stations concerned
|f|h<. ban was violated.

hile, the Sindh gov-

ins, rallies and assemblies of
more than five persons” within
the limits of Karachi Division
for seven days from Monday
onwards.

The ban has been imposed
under Section 144 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure (CtPC),
which empowers district ad-
ministrations to pla ban on
an vity for a specific pe-
riod of time.

The notification contended
that the “situation warrants
immediate action as there are
sufficient grounds to proceed
under section 144 CrPC to pro-
hibit gatherings in order to
maintain law and order situa-
tion within Karachi Division to
prevem any untoward inci-

ent”.

The notification noted that
station house officers were

ernment has announced the
closure of all private schools
situated at and around Sharea
Faisal and Habib Ibrahim
Rahmatullah Road for four
days starting today (Tuesday).
According to a govern-
ment announcement, the
movement of dignitaries to
Expo Centre wil be taking
place frequently via these
roads during this time.

Section 144 was last im-

posed across Karachi Division
in October, ahead of separate
marches announced by a
religio-political party and the
civil society.
On October 13, police
clashed with protesters outside
the Karachi Press Club, with
ten police officials being sus-
pended later for maltreatment
meted out to the activists.

PRUF. B“gAH |QBAL CHAUDHARY

Minlstry of Plany

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal deliver-
ing an inspiring address at the launch of the Model Assessment Framework, hosted by the Inter Board|
| Coordination Commission (IBCC).

Sindh govt, UNICEF launched ‘Child Protection
Management Information System

KARACHI (INP): The Sindh
government’s Department of So-
cial Welfare, UNICEF, and other
key stakeholders have officially
launched “Child Protection Man-
agement Information System
(CPIMS)’ here on Tuesday.

This significant milestone
was celebrated in conjunction
with World Children’s Day, aim-
ingto initiate a new movement for
the protection and promotion of
children’s rights and welfare.

he launching ceremony was
eraced by the Minister for Social
Welfare, Mir Tariq Ali Talpur, Sec-
retary of Social Welfare Pervez
Ahmed Sehar, Deputy Head of
Mission at the British Deputy
High Commission Martin Dawson,
and UNICEF Islamabad’s Chief of
Child Protection Ms. Susan An-
drew.

While addressing the event,
Mir Tariq Ali Talpur highlighted
the importance of children’s
rights, stating, ‘Children are the
future of our society, and protect-
ing their rights is olr top priority.

system will not only streamline the
‘management of child protection
cases but will also strengthen de-
cision-making processes. It will
help us identify areas and children
requiring more focused attention.

He further added, ‘The Sindh
government has always taken se-
rious steps to protect children’s
rights. We are ensuring not only
effective legislation but also its
proper implementation. CPIMS
will guarantee lhdl no childis left
without support.

‘The Minister appealed to par-
ents, teachers, and civil society,

yin “Child protection is a col-
lective responsibility.

We must all work together to
support systems that address
children’s issues. I urge parents
and teachers to adopt a friendly
approach towards children and
understand their concerns.”

Reaffirming the
government’s commitment to
child rights, Talpur said, *We en-
vision a society where every child
can fully realize their potential in
a safe and environ-

of CPIMS, the Minister said: ‘This

ment.”

He also announced that the
Sindh government would soon
introduce more comprehensive
policies on child rights and pro-
tection, including awareness cam-
paigns in schools and communi-
ties.

The event featured a presen-
tation on the development and
features of CPIMS, followed by
its formal launch. A heartwarming
skit and a special performance by
children made the day even more
memorable.

On the occasion of World
Children’s Day, various activities
were organized toraise awareness
about children’s rights.

The Minister announced an
awareness walk to be held on
November 23 at Karachi’s Sea
View, inviting the public to par-
ate and support the cause of
child protection and rights.

The Department of Social
Welfare and its partners are opti-
mistic that CPIMS will set a new
standard for child protection ser-
vices in Sindh, paving the way for
asafe and inclusive future for ev-
ery child.
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Durable global peace cannot be
achieved without resolution of Kashmir,
Palestine dispute: NA Speaker

ISLAMABAD (INP): National
Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq Tuesday said that durable
global peace cannot be achieved
without the resolution of Kash-
‘mir and Palestine disputes.

H this during a meeting
with Minister/Parliamentary Un-
der -Secretary of State at the For-

gn, Commonwealth and Devel-
opmcnl United Kingdom, Himesh
Falconer along with UK Parlia-
‘mentary delegation who called on
himat the Parliament House.

Ayaz Sadiq expressed con-
cern over the grave human rights
violations in these regions, stat-
ing that without addressing these
issues, regional stability would

3 f =
ISLAMABAD: Mi

remain elusive.
The Speaker stressed that
Parliament of Pakistan represents

active oppo-
sition that plays a constructive
role on matters of national
importance. Pakistan's cuisine

¢ fiyas
Speaker, ensuring a balanced ap-
proach in managing parliamentary
proceedings. Ayaz Sadiq has said
that Pakistan is committed to fos-
tering regional peace and stabil-
ity in the region. He also said that
Pakistan has long standing and
historic ties with the United King-
dom. The Speaker said that by en-
hancing and promoting parlia-

mentary and economic coopera-
tion these ties can be further
strengthened. He emphasized that
close interaction and cooperation
between the parliaments of both
countries could play a pivotal role
in bolstering bilateral relations.

The Speaker mentioned that
Pakistan has rendered immense
sacrifices in the global war on ter-
ror and it has always strived for
regional peace.

He also highlighted initia-
tives of the Parliament, namely the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) Secretariat established in
2014, which actively works toward
achieving sustainable develop-
‘ment goals in Pakistan.

nister of State for IT and Telecommunication Shaza Fatima Khawaja addressing|
launching ceremony of 'Digital Dialogue Pakistan'.

ISLAMABAD Deputy Intenor Minister of Saudi Arabia Dr. Naser bmAban AaLAl Dawood calls on|
[Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Pakistan, Germany agree to strengthen collaboration
in renewable energy, other uplift projects

ISLAMABAD (INP): German
Ambassador Alfred Grannas
called on Federal Minister for
Power, Sardar Awais Ahmed Khan
Leghari on Tuesday and both
sides agreed to strengthen their
collaboration in renewable energy
and other development projects
to ensure continued cooperation
‘moving forward.

Ambassador Grannas ex-
pressed Germany’s commitment to
supporting Pakistan’s energy sec-
tor reforms, said a press release
issued here.

He stated that financial and
technological assistance would be
provided to address key chal-

lenges in the sector, where pos-
sible.

The ambassador noted that
innovations in artificial intelli-
gence and battery storage facili-
ties were helping reduce electric-

d th

tricity prices in Pakistan.

Sardar Awais Leghari high-
lighted the investment opportu-
nities available in Pakistan’s
power sector. He encouraged Ger-
man investors to take advantage
of these

ity costs. He
important role of Germany’s pri-
vate sector in Pakistan’s energy
projects.

The minister shared
Pakistan’s target of having 88%
renewable energy in the national
mix by 2034. He explained that the
country was working to create a
competitive energy market which
would allow more participants in
electricity trading to reduce elec-

The minister said that Ger-
many is a valued development
partner for Pakistan. He emph:
sized that strengthening business-
to-business ties was essential for
bilateral relations.

They expressed a shared
commitment to advancing sus-
tainable energy solutions and fos-
tering long-term partnership op-
portunities.

Sharjeel inaugurates Command and Control
Center of People’s Bus Service

KARACHI (INP): The Sindh Se-
nior Minister for Information,
Transport, and Mass Transit,
Sharjeel Inam Memon on Tuesday
inaugurated Command and Con-
trol Center of People’s Bus Ser-
vice.

The Command and Control
Center has been established at the
office D-43 Block 2, Clifton, of the
Sindh Mass Transit Authority.
The Command and Control Cen-
ter will monitor, facilitate, and live-
track the operations related to the
Peaple’s Bus Service.

Talking to the media on the
occasion of the inauguration cer-
emony, Sindh Senior Minister
Sharjeel Inam Memon said that the
Command and Control Center will
provide proper monitoring and
timely necessary instructions to
the People’s Bus Service running
across Sindh.
This command and control
system would monitor the conve-
nience of the passengers of the

le’s Bus Service and their live
videos and will monitor the con-

duct of the staff. If there is any
complaint or the fare is being
charged excessively, you can
complain. If any item of a passen-
ger gets stolen or missing, it will
also be captured on camera, a
communique said.

He said that, for the very first
time in Sindh, such amodern com-
mand and control system has
been established that would moni-
tor all the operations of the
People’s Bus Service. Along with
this, complaint numbers have also
been given on which any com-
plaint related to the service can
be made. If anyone has any com-
plaint, it can also be redressed in
atimely manner.

Senior Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon has said that this facility
was in developed countries. The
Sindh government is providing
facilities like that to developed
countries in Sindh.

Earlier, acard system was in-
troduced for purchasing tickets
for the People’s Bus Service, The
Sindh government will soon bring

more facilities for its people, he
adde

n response to a question
while talking to media, the Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon
said that the same group that an-
nounced protests on November
24 is the same force that wants
anarchy and lawlessness in the
country.

To another question, he said
the Sindh government has seri-
ous reservations on the con-
struction of canals on the Indus
River. Sindh is already suffering
from a water shortage; our stand
on this issue is clear and firm.

Answering another ques-
tion, he said we are not an ally of
the federal government, but we
supported the government un-
conditionally so that the deme
cratic system could move forwar,

To another question, Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon

d that under instructions from
the party leadership, the Sindh
government has launched an op-
eration against drugs.

indh Senior Minister for Information, Transport, and Mass Transit, Sharjecl Inam Memo

alking to media after inaugurating moni

ring cell of people's bus service kay at Clifton.

Economic Coordination Committee of

ISLAMABAD (INP): A meet-
ing of the Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC) of the
Cabinet held in Islamabad on
Tuesday with Federal Minister
for Finance and Revenue Sena-
tor Muhammad Aurangzeb in
chair.

The meeting was attended
by Minister for Power Sardar
Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari,
Minister for Planning, Devel-
opment & Special Initiatives
Mr. Ahsan Igbal, Minister for
Commerce Mr. Jam Kamal
Khan (virtual), Economic Af-
fairs Ahad Khan Cheema (vir-
tual), Minister of State for Fi-
nance and Revenue Ali
Pervaiz Malik, federal secre-
taries, and senior officers from
concerned ministries and de-
partments.

The ECC considered pro-
posal submitted by the Minis-
tryof Energy (Power Division)
regarding a winter demand ini-
tiative for the industrial, do-
mestic (ToU and non- ToU con-
sumers exceeding 200 units,
ial and general ser-

.
Cabinet meets
vices consumers of discos and
K-Electric to enable optimum
use of system generation ca-
pacity besides reducing gas
demand due to shifting of
favourabe demand towards
electricity.

It was proposed that un-
der the initiative, a tariff of
26.07 Rs/kWh shall be charged
to all eligible consumers on the
respective incremental con-
sumption, above the bench-
mark consumption in the cor-
responding months.

The initiative shall remain
applicable for a three-month
billing period effective from
December 2024 to February

)
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The benchmark consump-
tion will be the higher of either
the relevant month’s consump-
tion in FY2024 or the histori-
cal consumption over the past
3 years for the relevant
months, based on a formula
and terms and conditions laid
before the ECC.

The ECC discussed the
proposal and approved it, call-

ing the subsidy-neutral interim
relief initiative worked out by
the Power Division as being
timely and relevant in view of
recent surge in electricity tar-
iffs and the reduced demand
across various consumer cat-
egories.

The ECC also considered
a proposal submitted by Na-
tional Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) for trans-
fer of Rs 3.140 billion balances
of erstwhile Emergency Relief
Cell (ERC) into NDMA Fund
to carry out its inland as well
as overseas rescue and relief
operations in line with the statu-
tory mandate of the Authority.

The proposal was dis-
cussed and approved with the
proviso that since the balances
in the ERC were made up of
public donations and were
granted for the purpose of re-
lief,

rescue and rehabilitation of
floods and earthquake victims,
NDMA would spend these
balances for the stated pur-
pose.




