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FIR Registered in
Mastung Girls’

School Blast Case
Against Unknown

Terrorists
From Our Correspondent:

An FIR has been registered
against unknown terrorists at
the Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) police station in
connection with the recent blast
outside a girls’ school in
Mastung. The FIR was filed
following an application from
the Mastung Station House
Officer (SHO).

The tragic explosion
claimed nine lives, including five
children, and caused significant
panic in the area.

The attack underscores
security challenges faced by
educational institutions in
Balochistan, with authorities
intensifying efforts to identify
and apprehend those respon-
sible.

100 Levies Personnel Deployed to Combat
Illegal Trawling in Gwadar

Behram Baloch:

GWADAR: In response to rising
illegal trawling activity in the
Arabian Sea off Gwadar, 100 lev-
ies personnel have been as-
signed to the Fisheries Depart-
ment. This action follows a re-
quest by the Director General
Fisheries Balochistan after a re-
cent attack on a fisheries raiding
team by armed illegal trawlers.

Illegal trawling has severely im-
pacted marine resources and dis-
rupted the livelihoods of local
fishing communities.

The additional security is ex-
pected to enhance enforcement
efforts, ensuring the safety of
fisheries personnel during anti-
trawling operations.

The Fisheries Department, sup-
ported by law enforcement, has
committed to intensified crack-
downs on illegal trawling, aim-

ing to secure marine life and pro-
tect local fishermen from the in-
fluence of the so-called “trawler
mafia.

” This deployment marks a deci-
sive move towards restoring or-
der in Balochistan’s coastal wa-
ters.

Call for Immediate Launch and Expansion
of Pink Bus Service in Quetta

Syed Ali Shah Analysis:

QUETTA: The Balochistan
government’s recent ap-
proval of the Pink Bus Ser-
vice in  Quetta is a landmark
step toward providing women
with safe, reliable, and digni-
fied public transportation.

Led by Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti and executed
by Dr. Faisal Ahmed Khan,
Chief of Public-Private Part-
nership, this initiative marks
a first in Balochistan and fol-
lows the successful model
implemented in Sindh.

Launching this women-only
service with three buses is a
promising start, but Quetta’s
growing demand calls for a
larger fleet.

To effectively address the
transportation challenges
women face, the government
should expand this service to
include at least a dozen pink
buses.

A more extensive fleet would
significantly enhance
women’s mobility, providing
not only a safe travel option
but also empowering access
to education, employment,
and healthcare facilities.

Female commuters often en-
counter issues like over-
crowding, harassment, and
long wait times.

A larger pink bus fleet would
offer them timely, comfort-
able, and safe transportation,
reducing the  daily struggles
they face on public transport.

Such an expansion aligns with

the provincial government’s
agenda for social inclusion
and gender-focused urban
development, creating a sup-
portive environment where
women can travel freely.

The Pink Bus Service repre-
sents more than just transpor-
tation; it’s an investment in
women’s empowerment and

independence.
By increasing the fleet,

Balochistan can set a strong
precedent for gender-respon-
sive policies that promote
equal access to public
spaces.

 Expanding this service in
Quetta can serve as a model
for other cities, creating a

safer, more inclusive society
for women across the prov-
ince.

Let’s call on the Balochistan
government to enhance this
project by committing to a
dozen buses, meeting the de-
mand for decent and secure
transportation for women in
Quetta.

President Asif Ali Zardari
Injured While Arriving in

Dubai, Undergoes Treatment
News Desk:

President Asif Ali Zardari suffered
a foot fracture while disembark-
ing from an aircraft upon his ar-
rival at Dubai International Air-
port late Wednesday, as con-
firmed by an official statement
from the President’s office on
Thursday.

In a show of solidarity, the Paki-
stan Peoples Party Balochistan
chapter extended heartfelt
prayers for President Zardari’s
swift recovery. Party members
expressed their hope for his
timely healing and good health,
recognizing his resilience amid
recent health challenges.

Following the incident, he was
swiftly transported to a nearby
hospital for a medical evalua-
tion. Medical staff examined the
injury and applied a cast, which
will remain in place for the next

four weeks to aid recovery.
After treatment, President Zardari

was discharged and advised to
rest completely.

At 69, Zardari has faced various
health challenges over the past
few years. In early 2023, he had
eye surgery in the UAE. In 2022,
he was admitted to Dr. Ziauddin
Hospital in Karachi for a chest
infection, and in July of that year,
he tested positive for COVID-
19, with his son, Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari, mentioning mild symp-
toms at the time. Additionally,
in 2021, he was hospitalized in
Karachi for “exertion and ex-
haustion” due to extensive
travel.

With this recent injury, medical
experts recommend a full rest
period for the former President
to ensure a smooth recovery.

Air monitor records pollution
level in Lahore 80 times

above WHO limit
NEWS DESK: Air

pollution in Lahore
soared on Saturday
more than 80 times
over the level deemed
acceptable by the
World Health
Organisation (WHO),
with an official calling
it a record high.

For days, Lahore
has been enveloped
by smog, a mix of fog
and pollutants caused
by low-grade diesel
fumes, smoke from sea-
sonal agricultural burn-
ing and winter cooling.

The level of
deadly PM2.5 pollut-
ants — fine particulate
matter in the air that
causes the most dam-
age to health —
peaked at 1,067, before
dropping to around
300 in the morning,
with anything above
10 considered un-
healthy by the WHO.

“We have never
reached a level of
1,000,” Jahangir
Anwar, a senior envi-
ronmental protection

official in Lahore told AFP.
“The air quality index will remain high

for the next three to four days,” Anwar said.
Commuters make their way amid smog in

Lahore on November 2. — AFP
On Wednesday, the Punjab Environmen-

tal Protection Agency announced new restric-
tions in four “hot spots” in the city.

The next day, it also ordered all “Schools
of Special Education” in Lahore to send their
students, who had medical conditions that
could get triggered by poor air quality, on a
three-month compulsory leave from Friday.

As the Punjab Assembly continued the
debate on smog and water scarcity issues in
the province for the third day on Friday, mem-
bers from the treasury as well as opposition
suggested curbs on industrial and vehicular
emissions, besides strict implementation of
laws to check environmental pollution.

Tuk-tuks equipped with polluting two-
stroke engines are banned, as are restaurants
that barbecue without filters.

A Policeman stands alert after the Mastung blast

Teacher Convicted for
 Torturing Student in Quetta

Private School
Syed Kaleem Shah:

QUETTA: A local court in  Quetta
has sentenced a private school
teacher to three months impris-
onment and fined him Rs. 30,000
for torturing a student.

Judicial  Magistrate Sariab,
Sherina Dawood,

Delivered the verdict against the
teacher, identified as
Rehmatullah, who was immedi-
ately arrested and sent to prison
following the ruling.

The court’s judgment came after
evidence was presented show-
ing the teacher’s misconduct
towards a student under his
care, sparking concern among
parents and the community.

This case highlights the ongoing
challenges in ensuring safe en-
vironments in educational insti-
tutions and enforcing legal stan-
dards against  abuse in
Balochistan.
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26th constitutional amendment: experimentation continues
By Dr Syed Akhtar Ali Shah:

Disunited legal community
By Syed Sheheryar Raza Zaidi:

In the eyes of the world
By Manzar Zaidi:

Realism and geopolitics
By Aneela Shahzad:

W ith applause,

taunts,  sardonic re-
marks, accusations of
arm-twisting, horse trad-
ing, and even allegations
of kidnapping, the 26th
Amendment has finally
been passed, though
without consensus.

Pakistan's constitu-
tional history is marked
by a pattern of manipu-
lations, including stifling
dissenting voices and
employing both fair and
foul means to achieve
political ends.

This history reveals
not only phases of judi-
cial independence,
democratic development
and parliamentary asser-
tion but also instances
of capitulation to the es-
tablishment and dicta-
torship. Since indepen-
dence, Pakistan's consti-
tutional journey has
been arduous and filled
with challenges.

"Pakistan has be-
come a laboratory of
constitutional experi-
ments," as the first line
of GW Chaudhry's
book, Constitutional
Development in Paki-
stan, once aptly cap-
tured.

 This phrase from
our 1978 syllabus still
holds true. Since its in-
ception, Pakistan's con-
stitutions, laws and poli-
cies have often been
crafted to serve indi-
viduals or vested inter-
ests, with few excep-
tions. The nation has
witnessed experiments
with parity, presidential
systems, basic democra-
cies and legal frame-
works imposed under
martial law. Finally, after
the loss of East Paki-
stan, an elected govern-
ment emerged.

With a clear vision,

Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto garnered the
support of all parliamen-
tary parties to draft a
consensus-based Con-
stitution for Pakistan,
making it a sacred docu-
ment. Its sanctity was
profound; even military
dictators, despite sus-
pending or abrogating it,
ultimately restored the
Constitution. This spirit
of unity was echoed
when the 18th Amend-
ment was passed with
consensus.

Throughout these
amendments, the
Constitution's funda-
mental structure re-
mained intact, with sov-
ereignty belonging to
Allah, federal and parlia-
mentary democracy, judi-
cial independence and a
clear separation of pow-
ers as its cornerstones.
The preamble explicitly
states that "the indepen-
dence of the judiciary
shall be fully secured."

The independence
of the judiciary was fur-
ther reinforced in the
landmark Al-Jihad Trust
case. The Supreme
Court, in its judgment,
recognised the signifi-
cance of an independent
judiciary in upholding
the rule of law and pro-
tecting fundamental
rights.

 It emphasised a
transparent, merit-based
process for judicial ap-
pointments and estab-
lished the practice of ap-
pointing the senior most
judge as Chief Justice of
the High Court.

Article 175 of the
Constitution further
mandated the separation
of the judiciary from the
executive.

The Eighteenth
Amendment Act of 2010
introduced Article 175-A,

which established a Ju-
dicial Commission and a
Parliamentary Committee
for appointing judges to
the High Courts and the
Supreme Court of Paki-
stan. Following the
Court's interim order, the
19th Amendment was
passed, increasing the
number of Supreme
Court judges to align the
appointment process
with the concept of judi-
cial independence and
separation of powers,
thereby enhancing Ar-
ticle 175-A's functional-
ity. Another significant
judgment, Munir
Hussain Bhatti vs Fed-
eration, clarified that the
Judicial Commission's
recommendations were
final and that the Parlia-
mentary Committee
lacked veto powers over
them.

However, the 26th
Amendment has effec-
tively undone these ad-
vances, overriding both
Article 175 and Article
175-A. The amendment's
primary aim appears to
weaken Article 175-A by
replacing the principle of
seniority with a new pro-
vision. Now, the Chief
Justice will be "ap-
pointed on the recom-
mendation of the Special
Parliamentary Committee
from among the three
most senior Supreme
Court judges".

The previous pro-
cess, whereby the Judi-
cial Commission would
forward nominations to
an eight-member parlia-
mentary committee for
each vacancy in the Su-
preme Court, High Courts
and the Federal Shariat
Court, has been altered.
Under the new amend-
ment,  the Judicial
Commission's nomina-
tions will be sent directly

to the Prime Minister,
who will then forward
them to the President for
appointment.

The new Special
Parliamentary Commit-
tee comprises 12 mem-
bers: eight from the Na-
tional Assembly and
four from the Senate,
with a majority likely held
by the government. Ad-
ditionally, Article 184
has been amended, im-
posing restrictions on
the Supreme Court's suo
moto powers, limiting its
ability to act on its own
accord in matters requir-
ing immediate attention.

The amendment
also modifies Article 186-
A, allowing the Supreme
Court to transfer cases
from High Courts to it-
self. Furthermore, Article
1-A to Article 199 has
been amended to curb
High Courts' suo motu
powers, thus limiting
their capacity to deliver
complete justice.

Another notable
feature of the amend-
ment is the establish-
ment of Constitutional
Benches in the Supreme
Court, which will handle
constitutional and advi-
sory matters. Similarly,
under Article 202-A,
Constitutional Benches
will be created in the
High Courts.

Both the 1973 Con-
stitution and the 18th
Amendment were en-
acted with broad politi-
cal consensus and with-
out undue pressure or
manipulation.

 In contrast,  the
26th Amendment was
passed using various
questionable tactics to
secure the necessary
votes, undermining the
sovereignty of parlia-
ment and raising ques-
tions about its legiti-

macy.
Moreover, the

amendment has diluted
the power of Article
184(3), which allowed the
Supreme Court to act on
its own or upon a peti-
tion from individuals in
cases involving funda-
mental rights violations.

With both the ex-
ecutive and legislative
branches now empow-
ered to appoint judges,
the foundational prin-
ciple of the Constitution
- the trichotomy of
power - has been signifi-
cantly compromised.

Makhdoom Ali
Khan, a leading jurist,
aptly remarked, "History
teaches us that there is
always a drift towards
totalitarianism. It is easy
to  drift. It is difficult to
trust.

This is a time to
heed history, to make dif-
ficult decisions,  to
prioritise politics and the
rule of law over the temp-
tation to dominate and
control. Domination may
bring order, and order is
necessary for gover-
nance, but it is not suffi-
cient. Order without trust
and inclusive, neutral in-
stitutions is tyranny. It
leads to repression, not
the rule of law."

The 26th Amend-
ment does not carry the
trust of a significant seg-
ment of the population.
In the long run, it may
present obstacles to the
enforcement of funda-
mental rights and the
upholding of democratic
values.

In conclusion, while
constitutional amend-
ments are a natural part
of any democracy's evo-
lution, the process by
which they are enacted
and the balance of power
they maintain are critical.

EVER SINCE the pas-

sage of the 26th Amend-
ment to the Constitution
of Pakistan, influential
lawyers, one after the
other, have come out to
threaten a widespread
lawyers’ movement.

Notable lawyers
leading the charge
against the 26th Amend-
ment have often been
quoted as threatening a
protest movement that
would put the one led
against  Gen Pervez
Musharraf to shame.

Yet, as the days
have gone by since the
amendment’s passage,
the realisation has set in
— within the lawyers’
community in particular
and the public in general
— that the much sought-
after ‘lawyers move-
ment’ may never really
see the light of day.

There is no denying
the fact that the charge
against the dictatorship

of Gen Musharraf was
led from the front by
Pakistan’s legal commu-
nity.  Hundreds and
thousands of lawyers
continued to protest
day in and day out —
often at the risk of being
mercilessly beaten by
the law enforcement
agencies — with the
single aim of ensuring
the ‘rule of law’ and ‘ju-
dicial independence’ in
the country.

These protests did
eventually come to frui-
tion when the judges
who had been deposed
by Gen Musharraf, in-
cluding a former chief
justice, were restored to
their rightful position,
which led the way to the
eventual ouster of the
dictator.

The success of this
‘lawyers’ movement’ is
often seen as the golden
period of unity of the le-
gal community in this
country. It was a time

when the lawyers’ com-
munity had realised the
progressive potential
that it possessed to effect
change. Yet, as the years
went by, the lawyers took
one wrong step after an-
other. Intoxicated by their
ouster of a military dicta-
tor and the restoration of
democracy and an inde-
pendent judiciary in the
country, some lawyers
ended up putting them-
selves over and above
the law.

This meant that
much like the police and
the paramilitary forces,
lawyers became a ‘force’
to be reckoned with. This
newfound power, how-
ever, ended up being mis-
used by some miscreants,
with instances such as
the ransacking of a hos-
pital in Lahore, or the
beating of assailants, or
even judges, within court
premises becoming the
norm. As a result, lawyers
who had once been re-

spected for their role in
the ouster of Gen
Musharraf and hailed as
champions of the ‘rule
of law’, now began to be
dreaded for their nui-
sance value.

The once united le-
gal front has become a
divided legal picket, with
each group wanting to
fight its own battles lest
it benefits the other
group.

All this meant that
the leadership of bar
politics became a cov-
eted prize, with candi-
dates often spending
upwards of hundreds of
thousands of rupees, di-
rectly or indirectly to
ensure that they ended
up winning their respec-
tive bar elections.

Even today, the
yearly bar election
cycles are in full swing;
candidates are hopping
from one election event
to another,  often to
tables packed with the

most succulent of food
and the loudest of
speeches. Yet,  what
seems to be missing at
most of these election
events is the idea which
had united the lawyers in
the first place, the idea
of an ‘independent judi-
ciary’ and the ‘rule of
law’.

The 26th Amend-
ment was in the works for
at least a month, with re-
peated, often publicised
meetings on a day-to-
day basis between the
political players. Every-
one in Pakistan was
aware of the design of
the amendments, what
was sought to be
achieved and what was
sought to be negated,
and yet the lawyers’
community stood by
and watched — it was
vocal but idle — as it
was given effect. This
stands in contrast to the
boisterous role played
by the lawyers after the

illegal ouster of former
chief justice of Pakistan
Iftikhar Chaudhry by Gen
Musharraf.

Some would argue
that the aims and objec-
tives of the 26th Amend-
ment are as big an attack
on the independence of
judiciary as any attempts
undertaken by Gen
Musharraf, and yet the
conspicuous absence of
a vibrant legal response
was, and continues to be,
alarming. The one reason
glaringly obvious for the
lacklustre nature of dis-
sent is a divided bar. The
cut-throat nature of bar
politics post the lawyers’
movement has meant
that the legal community
is now split into smaller
groups. Each group is
now loyal to its own ob-
jectives. This has meant
that the once united le-
gal front has become a
divided legal picket, with
each group wanting to
fight its own battles lest

i t benefit the other
group.

What has tran-
spired at the Sindh High
Court Bar Association,
for example, is a real-time
example of the same in
operation. The Sindh
High Court Bar Associa-
tion after the appoint-
ment of Chief Justice
Yahya Afridi was quick
to congratulate the top
judge on his ascent —
only for its press release
to be later snubbed by
the correspondence
from the vice president
of the bar, who termed it
the personal opinion of
the president and the
secretary, and not repre-
sentative of the will of
the bar association.
Other bars across the
country are no excep-
tion.

The results of the
elections of the Supreme
Court Bar Association
are a further testament
to the fragmented nature

of the legal community
today. As the group of
the late Asma Jahangir,
supposedly backed by
the government,
emerged victorious in
the said elections, the
fractured nature of the
verdict across various
stations throughout the
country made it amply
clear that the divide
within the lawyers’ com-
munity continued to be
omnipresent, even as the
judicial dispensation in
Pakistan faced an exis-
tential threat.

Suffice it to say that
for as long as bar poli-
tics and electoral gains
continue to dictate bar
politics, Pakistan’s legal
fraternity will remain de-
void of its front seat at
the table of influence
and those dreaming of a
lawyers’ movement, for
the restoration of the
rule of law, may, in fact,
end up being rudely
awakened.

Though the idea of

Realism is derived from
Greek philosophy, one
should understand that
philosophy is not a
standstill faculty; and
with every new thinker
some things are lost and
some gained in every
school of thought.

The basic idea
around which this
school of thought re-
volves is the idea the
real world exists around
us regardless of our
thought or experience of
it. This very idea led its
believers to the belief on
the solidity of reality
and that though our
senses provide us with
direct awareness of the
external world, the
senses can sometimes
be wrong, but in any
case, the corporeal ob-
jective world is always
real.

This same school of
thought has also delib-
erated on human nature;
how it constructs soci-
ety; and how states be-
have in the community
of states.

Thucydides, who
had witnessed the

Peloponnesian Wars,
was perhaps the first re-
alist political scientist.
Introducing ideas like the
security dilemma, which
may be created if one
state allies with the en-
emy of a friendly state;
and the Thucydides
Trap, meaning that a rul-
ing power is threatened
by a rising power and will
inevitably attack it, even
if the other is meaning no
harm.

The enlightenment
writer Machiavelli ad-
vised the rulers of Italy
in his book, The Prince,
to regard virtu over vir-
tue and to use the tools
of deception, treachery
and brute force to
strengthen their power
inside the state and to
weaken enemy states.
Thomas Hobbes, who
introduced the idea of a
social contract by virtue
of which the people sur-
render their power to a
sovereign, did not talk of
the sovereign as one
concerned with the wel-
fare of his people, rather
he talked of a sovereign
with absolute power and
impunity.

In the 20th Century,

American theologian
Reinhold Niebuhr gave a
realist approach to reli-
gion by pronouncing
that the individual's at-
tempt to fulfil the com-
mandments of religion in
a moral sense is impos-
sible. Because of man's
pride and selfish self-
love, is displayed the
human tendency to cor-
rupt the good, through-
out history.

Political theorists
like Carr and
Morgenthau grounded
their idea of realism on an
innate human nature of
animus dominandi, or
drive to dominate. They
defined morality as rela-
tive and that policies of
states are made upon in-
terests not moral values.
Kenneth Waltz added to
realism the scientific
foundations of structur-
alism and proclaimed the
international system to
be anarchic. All states
are constrained by exist-
ing in an international
anarchic system, and
their course of action is
undermined by their rela-
tive power within the
larger structure.

Morgenthau in his

political ontology terms
the animus dominandi a
potentially insatiable
will. Therefore, a state's
'national interest' is de-
fined in terms of 'rank-
maximisation' by relent-
lessly maintaining, ex-
panding or demonstrat-
ing 'power'. Power (the
Lion) and deception (the
Fox) have been regarded
crucial tools for the con-
duct of foreign policy.
So, from the onset real-
ist have proclaimed that
humans are at the core
evil and therefore soci-
eties and states are in-
herently anarchic.

Contemporary po-
li tical theorist  John
Mearsheimer also en-
dorses animus
dominandi in his Offen-
sive Realism. He says
that the international
system is an anarchic
one, where each state is
for itself and cannot rely
on any over-arching
power that will protect it.
So, between fear and the
lust for glory, states be-
have as power
maximisers. He also
tends to defend the idea
of US supremacy by up-
holding the Hegemonic

Stability Theory that
poses that the interna-
tional system is stable
when a single state is the
dominant world power,
or hegemon. And US's
superior military, its insu-
larity and its large grow-
ing economy makes it a
natural hegemon, which
can enforce rules of sys-
tem upon others pro-
vided the system is con-
sidered mutually benefi-
cial by other big powers
and important states.

Going further,
Mearsheimer explains
how the US, considering
itself the sole super-
power of the world in the
previous decades, pur-
sued the policy of
spreading its liberal ide-
als around the world, and
how it went all wrong.
Instead of using its he-
gemony to maintain a
global status quo that
would serve its eco-
nomic and political pur-
poses, the US, consider-
ing itself the greatest
civilisation, went on to
export its liberal ideals
and attempted a global-
scale social engineering
– an attempt that has of-
ten backfired.

Polio Crisis in Balochistan: A
Failure of Campaigns, Vaccine

Refusals, and Poor Management
Editorial:

The alarming surge in polio cases in Balochistan continues to expose the
failures of the ongoing eradication campaigns. With three new cases, the pro-
vincial total has now reached 20, and the national tally stands at 37, underscor-
ing the dire need for urgent action.

Despite millions poured into vaccination efforts, the virus remains a per-
sistent threat, especially in remote and underserved areas.

The failure to contain the virus highlights a deep-rooted issue: chronic
vaccine refusals and ineffective management of the polio campaigns.

For years, health officials and organizations like the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and UNICEF have launched numerous drives, but their impact
remains minimal.

One major hurdle is the lack of access to high-risk areas, where families
refuse the vaccine due to misinformation, mistrust, or cultural resistance.

Beyond logistical challenges, the absence of political and social owner-
ship further weakens the campaign.

Without the backing of influential leaders, community buy-in is minimal,
leaving the burden on health workers who often face resistance.

The failure of local authorities to engage and mobilize communities is a
critical factor contributing to the rising cases.

To truly overcome this crisis, a shift toward indigenous solutions is es-
sential. The authorities must trust and empower local staff members who un-
derstand the cultural and social dynamics of their communities.

Policies imposed from Islamabad often fail to address the specific chal-
lenges faced in Balochistan.

Instead, local leaders—political, religious, and social—should be brought
on board to help reshape the strategy, build trust, and engage communities in
the fight against polio.

By embracing an approach rooted in local ownership and tailored to the
province’s needs, Balochistan can make meaningful progress in eradicating
the virus.

Without swift action, Balochistan’s battle against polio will continue to
stall, putting more young lives at risk. The virus is not just a health issue but a
reflection of systemic failures that need to be addressed to protect future
generations.

PAKISTAN’S rule of

law ranking, as indicated
by the World Justice
Project’s (WJP) Rule of
Law Index over the past
four years, reflects criti-
cal challenges in law en-
forcement, particularly
concerning police ac-
countability and effi-
ciency.

Pakistan consis-
tently ranks among the
lower segments of the
Index, hovering around
positions such as 120th
out of 128 countries in
2020, 130th out of 139
countries in 2021, and
129th out of 140 coun-
tries in 2022. By then,
Pakistan was among the
lowest-ranked South
Asian countries, per-
forming better only than
Afghanistan. In 2023,
Pakistan continued fac-
ing severe rule-of-law is-
sues, ranking 130th out
of 142 countries.

The WJP index
evaluates countries
based on criteria includ-
ing accountability, jus-
tice systems, and secu-
rity, all areas where Paki-
stan faces significant
constraints due to politi-
cal and institutional limi-
tations. Regionally, Paki-
stan has ranked near the
bottom of South Asia,
consistently trailing be-
hind nations such as
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and In-
dia. These are not iso-
lated findings; numer-
ous studies document
the low confidence of
Pakistan’s public in their
police force. For in-
stance, the Consortium
for Development Policy

Research notes that
only a minority of Paki-
stanis express confi-
dence in their police.
Further, a 2022 global
study by Gallup, a Hori-
zon Insights’ 2023 study
on regional
sociopolitical condi-
tions, and a 2024 study
by Ahmed and Jafri,
which analysed recent
institutional reforms in
Pakistan aimed at im-
proving transparency
and accountability in
policing, all point to
similar trends. There are
many more.

The last study, in
particular, found that
while digitalisation ef-
forts and streamlined re-
porting systems have
been initiated, these
changes have yet to sig-
nificantly influence pub-
lic perception. Genuine
reforms require consis-
tent enforcement and
robust oversight mecha-
nisms, which remain
lacking. Numerous stud-
ies document the low
confidence of Pakistan’s
public in their police
force. These low
rankings are generally
attributed to factors
such as limited checks
on executive power,
poor regulatory enforce-
ment by police, and in-
adequate judicial re-
forms. On the other
hand, police officers al-
most always have co-
gent reasons for this
poor perception of the
force. In Pakistan, law
enforcement’s response
to systemic challenges
in the rule of law is
heavily influenced by

resource constraints, po-
litical interference, and
unstable tenures, particu-
larly among senior offic-
ers.

Police officers often
cite insufficient resources
and inadequate infra-
structure, which signifi-
cantly hinder their opera-
tional effectiveness. The
impact of political inter-
ference further compli-
cates matters, as frequent
meddling by political ac-
tors affects decision-
making and deployment,
compromising the ability
of police to act impar-
tially. Senior officials,
whose tenures are typi-
cally short and uncertain,
face continuous pressure
to align with political
mandates to maintain
their positions, which
destabilises consistent
law-enforcement efforts
and limits their influence
over long-term reforms.

Despite these struc-
tural barriers, police offic-
ers persist in their roles,
often under high-stress
conditions and con-
strained resources, re-
flecting acceptance of the
constraints under which
they operate. There is
little visible resistance
from officers regarding
these issues when in
command positions; ex-
pressions of dissent are
typically confined to pri-
vate, internal discussions
within the police commu-
nity,  such as in
WhatsApp groups. It is
rare to find any collective
public response from the
Police Service of Pakistan
officers serving in key
command positions.
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Trump, Harris trade barbs as they battle for
swing state votes

Several wounded in northern Israel
rocket attack

Clashes between drug
gangs rock French city

B2B road shows to enhance trade between
China and Pakistan: Hayat Qureshi

‘Entire population in north Gaza’ at risk of
dying, UN chiefs warn

GAZA (INP):  A
rocket strike wounded
several people in the
central Israeli city of
Tira, Israel’s emer-
gency medical service
said early Saturday.

Seven people
were taken to hospi-
tal with moderate or
mild wounds, including
“a male around 20
with shrapnel injuries”,
the Magden David
Adom (MDA) ser-
vice said in a state-
ment on social media
platform X.

The MDA also
shared a picture and
video that showed a
badly damaged build-
ing cordoned off while

emergency responders
swarmed the street.

A video published
by the Israeli military
radio station Galatz on
X showed a large ex-
plosion.

The Israeli army
said on Telegram that
it had identified three
projectiles fired from
Lebanon towards the
centre of Israel and in-
tercepted several of
them.

Tira, a predomi-
nantly Arab town, is
located around 25
kilometres (15 miles)
northeast of Tel Aviv,
near the border with
the occupied West
Bank.

The war that has
been raging in the
Gaza Strip since Oc-
tober 7, 2023, has
spread to Lebanon,
where Israel has been
carrying out massive
air strikes against
Hezbollah, an ally of
Palestinian group
Hamas.

According to Is-
raeli official figures, at
least 63 people have
been killed on the Is-
raeli side since cross-
border exchanges
with Hezbollah
erupted in October
last year following
Hamas’s deadly at-
tack on Israel.

On Thursday,

rocket fire from Leba-
non killed seven people
in Metula, northern Is-
rael, including four Thai
farmers.

Hamas’s October
attack on Israel re-
sulted in 1,206 deaths,
mostly civilians, ac-
cording to an AFP tally
of Israeli official fig-
ures.

Israel’s response
has led to the deaths of
43,163 Palestinians in
Gaza, most of them ci-
vilians,

according to fig-
ures from the
territory’s health min-
istry considered reli-
able by the United Na-
tions.

MILWAUKEE (INP):
US Vice President Ka-
mala Harris and elec-
tion rival Donald
Trump traded barbs
across battleground
states before converg-
ing on

Wisconsin’s big-
gest city for compet-
ing rallies, a dramatic
split-screen image in
the final days of a vola-
tile presidential race.

With political heat
reaching a boil ahead of
Election Day Novem-
ber 5, Trump faced
criticism for violent
rhetoric targeting a
high-profile Republi-
can supporter of Har-
ris, who lambasted him
for the provocative at-
tack.

More than 70 mil-
lion Americans have
already cast their bal-
lots — 45 percent of
the 2020 total — ahead
of Election Day on
Tuesday. Opinion polls
show Trump and Har-
ris running dead even,
with victory depending
on who prevails across
the seven swing states.

Both held a full day
of campaign events,
with Harris attending
rallies and visiting a
union hall in Wisconsin
while Trump stumped
for votes in neighbor-
ing battleground Michi-
gan.

“Everything we
have been fighting for
these past four years
comes down to the
next four days,”
Trump told supporters
in Warren, Michigan.

Later Friday the
rivals rallied just miles

apart in Milwaukee,
where Trump boomed:
“I don’t want your
money, I want your
damn vote!”

The former presi-
dent was addressing the
same venue where he
earned the Republican
Party nomination over
the summer and gave a
triumphant acceptance
speech just days after
surviving an assassina-
tion attempt in Pennsyl-
vania.

Harris — who only
entered the race in July
after President Joe
Biden dropped out amid
fears over his declining
mental acuity — was
joined onstage by star
rapper Cardi B in the
latest of a series of high-
energy events.

Cardi B, speaking
of America’s potential
first woman president,
asked the crowd, “Are
we ready to make his-
tory?”

Earlier, Harris rep-
rimanded Trump for
using “violent rhetoric”
when discussing one of
his chief Republican
critics. Trump has
“suggested rifles should
be trained on former
representative Liz
Cheney,” Harris told re-
porters in Madison,
Wisconsin.

“This must be dis-
qualifying. Anyone…
who uses that kind of
violent rhetoric is
clearly disqualified and
unqualified to be presi-
dent.”

Trump has doubled
down on his most pro-
vocative talking points,
seeking to fire up a base

he needs to turn out in
massive numbers.

Along with Penn-
sylvania, the biggest
swing state prize of all,
Michigan and Wiscon-
sin are part of the
Democrats’ Midwest-
ern “blue wall.” But the
region could go either
way — and with it the
presidency.

The other path to
victory could run
through Sun Belt
swing states, where
Trump and Harris both
campaigned Thursday.

In Arizona, Trump
claimed Thursday
without evidence that
polls are being rigged
in Pennsylvania — re-
inforcing expectations
that, as in 2020, he will
refuse to accept the
results if he loses.

But it was his com-
ments about Cheney
that stirred the most
controversy.

Citing her hawkish
foreign policy views,
Trump conjured the
image of Cheney —
daughter of former
Republican vice presi-
dent Dick Cheney —
being shot.

“She’s a radical
war hawk. Let’s put
her with a rifle stand-
ing there with nine bar-
rels shooting at her,
OK? Let’s see how she
feels about it, you
know, when the guns
are trained on her
face,” Trump said.

Cheney re-
sponded, saying, “This
is how dictators de-
stroy free nations.
They threaten those
who speak against

them with death.”
Harris defended

Cheney as a “true pa-
triot” and accused
Trump of being “per-
manently out for re-
venge.”

But Trump did not
back down, saying
Cheney “doesn’t have
the guts to fight.”

Adding to tensions,
social media is awash
with disinformation that
authorities say has been
stirred by Russian op-
eratives and amplified
by prominent right-
wing voices — includ-
ing Trump ally Elon
Musk, the world’s rich-
est man and owner of
the X platform.

Much of Musk’s
effort has involved
pushing lies about non-
citizen immigrants vot-
ing. Trump notably
campaigned Friday in
Dearborn, Michigan,
home to the nation’s
largest Arab-American
community, where out-
rage over Israel’s war
in Gaza has alienated
many Muslims from
the Democratic Party.

After meeting sup-
porters at a halal restau-
rant, Trump confirmed
to reporters that vac-
cine skeptic Robert F.
Kennedy Jr would play
a “big role” in health
care if he were elected.

Harris described
Kennedy as a promoter
of “junk science and
crazy conspiracy theo-
ries.” For a few min-
utes in Michigan,
Trump’s oratory sug-
gested a traditional rous-
ing speech in a
campaign’s final days.

ISLAMABAD: Governor Punjab, Sardar Saleem Haider Khan, called on Acting President Syed Yousuf
Raza Gillani, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

 ISLAMABAD: MNA Anjum Aqeel Khan giving school book during a ceremony of National Commis-
sion of Human Rights .

 ISLAMABAD: Minister for Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit Baltistan and SAFRON Engineer Amir Muqam in a
meeting with President Azad Jammu Kashmir Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhary at Kashmir House.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister's Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan wit-
nessed the letter of intent singing ceremony between Prime Minister's Youth Programme and Social
Innovation Academy.

PARIS(INP):  France’s
struggle with drug-re-
lated violence is at a
“tipping point” after a
bloody shootout
gravely wounded one
teenager and left four
more hurt, Interior Min-
ister Bruno Retailleau
said.

Police were called
out around 10:45pm on
Thursday night in re-
sponse to gunshots
outside a restaurant in
a working-class
neighbourhood of west-
ern city Poitiers, a secu-
rity source said.

“Hundreds of
people were in the area
and a fight broke out,
with some of the youths
accusing others of be-
ing close with the sus-
pected perpetrator” of
the shooting,

prefect Jean-Marie
Girier told news channel
BFMTV.

Responders found a
15-year-old lying on the
ground with a bullet
wound to the head, the
police source said.

 He was brought to
hospital while paramedics
treated two more — a 15-
year-old and a 16-year-
old — for serious gun-
shot wounds.

Another two 16-
year-olds came to hospi-
tal themselves with
lighter wounds, one to
the scalp and another to
a foot.

Police said they
found around 10 bullet
casings from 22-calibre
ammunition at the scene.
“The ‘narco thugs’ have
no limits any more…
These shootouts aren’t
happening in South
America, they’re happen-
ing in Rennes,  in
Poitiers… we’re at a tip-
ping point,” Retailleau
told BFMTV.

BEIJING (INP):
Business to Business
(B2B) road shows
will enhance Leather
and fisheries trade
between China and
Pakistan, said Secre-
tary Board of Invest-
ment (BOI), Rahim
Hayat Qureshi.

The inaugural
B2B Roadshow fo-
cusing on fisheries
was successfully held
in Qingdao on Octo-
ber 29, and the next
Roadshow, on leather
and footwear, is
scheduled for No-
vember 5, in
Guangzhou.

The Board of In-
vestment Pakistan, in
collaboration with the
Embassy of Pakistan
and the Consulates
General in China, have
arranged the shows, as
has been directed by
the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, Gwadar Pro
reported on Saturday.

Meanwhile, the
Secretary of the Board
of Investment, Rahim
Qureshi visited the up-
coming Canton Fair on
October 31, where he
received a warm wel-
come from the organiz-
ers.

The Secretary was

provided with an over-
view and history of the
Canton Fair, recog-
nized as one of the
world's leading trade
fairs.

During his visit,
he toured the Pakistan
Pavilion and informed
exhibitors about the
investment potential
and joint ventures in
priority sectors of Pa-
kistan, including tex-
tiles. He encouraged
prominent textile ex-
porters to participate
in the Roadshow on
Textile to explore op-
portunities for collabo-
ration with Chinese

firms.
Prominent Paki-

stani companies, in-
cluding 30 representa-
tives from 17 fisheries
companies and 16 ex-
ecutives from 10 insti-
tutions are to partici-
pate in the Leather
Show.  Pakistan has
evolved an integrated
strategy to cooperate
with business enter-
prises in China and
with this initiative the
Pakistani business
community can access
to the American and
European markets
through global road
shows.

GENEVA (INP):  The
unfolding situation in
the northern Gaza
Strip is “apocalyptic”,
United Nations chiefs
said on Friday, warn-
ing that its entire

population was at
“imminent risk” of
death.

They said the en-
tire Middle East re-
gion was now on a
precipice and called
for an immediate ces-
sation of hostilities.

Israel launched a
major air and ground
assault in northern
Gaza last month, say-
ing it wanted to stop
Hamas regrouping
there.

“The situation un-
folding in north Gaza is
apocalyptic,” said the
joint statement from
heads of organisations
that form the UN Inter-
Agency Standing Com-
mittee.

“The area has been
under siege for almost
a month, denied basic
aid and life-saving sup-
plies while bombard-
ment and other attacks
continue.

Just in the past few
days, hundreds of Pal-
estinians have been
killed, most of them
women and children,
and thousands have
once again been forc-
ibly displaced.

“The entire Pal-
estinian population in
north Gaza is at immi-
nent risk of dying from
disease, famine and
violence.”

They urged all
parties fighting in the
besieged Palestinian
territory to protect ci-
vilians, and called on
Israel “to cease its
assault on Gaza and
on the humanitarians
trying to help”.

“Humanitarian aid
cannot keep up with
the scale of the needs
due to the access con-
straints.

Basic, life-saving
goods are not avail-
able. Humanitarians

are not safe to do their
work and are blocked
by Israeli forces and
by insecurity from
reaching people in
need,” they said.

“Humanitarian re-
lief must be facilitated,
and we urge all parties
to provide unimpeded
access to affected
people,” while hospi-
tals “should not turn
into battlegrounds”.

The statement
was signed by the
heads of the UN hu-
manitarian, health,
food, rights, migration,
refugee, development,
children and women’s
agencies, among oth-
ers.
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Balochistan CM Pledges Education

Support and Resilience Against Terrorism at
Laptop Distribution Ceremony

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: At a recent laptop dis-
tribution ceremony, Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
delivered a passionate address,
highlighting the provincial
government’s commitment to
education and its resilience in the
face of terrorism.

He emphasized ongoing ef-
forts to uplift youth by offering
substantial educational support,
including the Benazir Bhutto
Scholarships and a new initiative
that promises 16 years of free edu-
cation for the top matriculation
students in each district.

Addressing recent terrorist
attacks on girls in Mustang, CM
Bugti condemned the targeting of
youth, vowing not to let fear de-
ter educational development in
the province. “We will fight ter-
rorism with education and send a
message of defeat to those who
seek to harm our future,” he
stated. 40 days back, I promised
constructing Professor Nazima
Talib block, he recalled.

He urged the youth to resist
misleading narratives on social
media and emphasized the impor-
tance of staying focused on edu-
cation as a powerful tool against
extremism.

Bugti also announced schol-
arships for minority students and

free education for children of ci-
vilian martyrs, underscoring the
government’s investment in a
prosperous future. Addressing
corruption, he noted it as one of
Balochistan’s greatest challenges,
advocating for urgent action to
combat this pervasive issue.

BUITEMS Students Highlight Critical Campus
Issues, Urge University to Act

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Students at
Balochistan University of In-
formation Technology, Engi-
neering and Management Sci-
ences (BUITEMS) have
brought pressing issues to light,
demanding action from univer-
sity officials.

At a recent press confer-
ence, student representative
Haseebullah voiced concerns
about the lack of basic facili-
ties and rising costs,

Which he said are “mak-
ing it increasingly difficult for
students to focus on their stud-
ies.”

High fees and soaring food
prices at the university canteen
are creating financial strain,
according to Haseebullah.
“Students are already stretched
thin; reducing costs here would
be a significant relief,” he
stated.

Students also raised con-
cerns about the lack of drink-
ing water facilities, with limited

water coolers outside class-
rooms.

 “The administration needs
to ensure drinking water ac-
cess outside every block,” an-
other student remarked, em-
phasizing that the issue be-
comes critical during peak
summer months.

With winter approaching,
students called for gas heaters
in classrooms, noting that harsh
temperatures impact their abil-

ity to study comfortably. Addi-
tionally, they demanded an in-
crease in scholarship options to
support financially challenged
students.

 “Without scholarships,
some of us are forced to take
on extra jobs,” a student said.

Students urged the admin-
istration to address these needs
promptly, ensuring BUITEMS
offers an environment condu-
cive to academic success.

Mastung Blast: Deadly Explosion Kills 9, Injures
Over Two Dozen in Balochistan

Syed Ali Shah, Munir Shahwani, News Desk:

Balochistan, Mastung: A
tragic explosion near Mastung
Civil Hospital on Friday morning
has claimed nine lives, including
five children and a police officer,
while leaving over two dozen in-
jured.

The blast, confirmed to be an
improvised explosive device (IED)
attack, detonated near a police
mobile unit, causing devastation
across the area.

Incident Details and
Immediate Response

Kalat Division Commissioner
Naeem Bazai reported that the
blast occurred at approximately
8:35 am.

Following the explosion, the
wounded were rushed to nearby
hospitals, including Nawab Ghous
Bakhsh Raisani Memorial Hospi-
tal and Mastung District Head-
quarters Hospital.

Due to the severity of the in-
juries, eleven critically injured vic-
tims were later moved to the
Quetta Trauma Centre (QTC) for
advanced medical treatment.

Secretary Health
Balochistan, Mujeeb ur Rehman
Panezai, confirmed that the death
toll had risen to nine with ongo-
ing emergency responses in hos-

pitals across the province to pro-
vide immediate care.

Public Reaction and
Official Condemnation

Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, condemned
the

“brutal act” that targeted in-
nocent civilians, including stu-
dents, calling it an unforgivable
offense.

 Bugti assured the public that
all necessary actions would be
taken to apprehend those respon-
sible for the attack, vowing swift
justice.

Heightened Security
and Investigation

Following the incident, secu-
rity measures in Mastung and sur-
rounding areas have been inten-
sified to prevent further attacks,
with law enforcement agencies
actively monitoring the situation
as investigations continue to iden-
tify those behind the blast.

This tragic event underscores
the ongoing security challenges
in Balochistan, sparking renewed
calls for enhanced safety mea-
sures and vigilance across the re-
gion.

Ex- Sindh Governor criticizes Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) auction process

ISLAMABAD (INP): Former
Sindh Governor Muhammad
Zubair expressed strong criti-
cism of the Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) auction
held, labeling

it a "mockery" rather than
a legitimate bidding process.

While taking to a private
TV channel, Zubair highlighted
concerns about the conditions
set for the auction, which he
argued were so onerous that
no serious buyers were willing
to participate.

Zubair took particular aim
at the Minister of Privatization,
questioning his absence during
the bidding and emphasizing
the government's lack of focus
on effective privatization strat-
egies.

"While the minister is en-
gaged in successful housing
projects, the critical issue of
privatization has been ne-

glected," Zubair stated.
He pointed out that despite

the appointment of financial
advisors to attract foreign in-
vestment, no investors showed
up, leading him to express his
surprise at the government's
handling of the situation. Zubair
noted that not a single
roadshow was conducted to
promote the auction, raising
further doubts about the
government's commitment to
the process.

The former governor ex-
plained that PIA's financial
situation was presented in a
way that could be appealing to
potential investors, with the to-
tal debt amounting to 825 bil-
lion rupees. He mentioned that
625 billion rupees of this debt
was transferred to a holding
company, leaving potential buy-
ers with a supposedly manage-
able debt of only 200 billion

rupees. Despite these adjust-
ments, Zubair observed that
major investors stayed away
from the auction, with only a
real estate businessman partici-
pating. Zubair lamented the
government's reckless attitude
towards PIA's privatization,
contrasting the current failure
with past privatization efforts.

He recalled how previous
administrations faced opposi-
tion during their privatization
programs, yet this time, even
in the absence of opposition,
the process has resulted in a
significant setback.

The former governor's
comments raise critical ques-
tions about the future of PIA
and the effectiveness of the
government's privatization ef-
forts. As the situation unfolds,
stakeholders in the aviation
sector will be watching closely
for any developments.

Lahore air pollution reading hits to
above 1000 level

LAHORE (INP):  Punjab’s
capital city passing through
dangerously high air quality in-
dex (AQI) reading of 1067 on
Saturday morning that later
improved to 702.

Lahore has been on the top
of the hazardous air quality list
in the world as India’s Kolkata
with 253 AQI reading, Delhi,
238, Mumbai 199 and Tashkent
in Uzbekistan with 181 read-
ing much behind.

Smog in Lahore causing
serious health problems for
residents toiling in polluted air
and reported to have breath-
ing difficulties, coughing and
burning eyes.

AQI as high as 151-200 is

considered unhealthy, while an
AQI rating between 201 to 300
is more harmful and AQI over
300 has been extremely haz-
ardous.

Lahore had the worst air
quality of 1,067 at 9:30 in the
morning Swiss air quality
watchdog’s real-time list of
most polluted cities in the
world,  despite provincial
government’s desperate at-
tempts to fight off smog.

Air pollution level goes
upward in the city on the on-
set of winter, change in the
wind speed,

 wind direction and sliding
minimum temperature in-
creases air pollution.

The air becomes heavier
in the winter and traps poison-
ous particles in the atmosphere
to downward and making the
atmosphere polluted.

 As a result, a layer of
polluted particles, including
large amounts of carbon and
smoke, covers an area.

 The smoke produced by
burning crop remnants, facto-
ries and burning coal,  garbage,
oil or tyres enters in the atmo-
sphere and the impact of it ap-
pears at the onset of winter and
remain till the season’s end.

Thus, air pollution reaches
to extremely dangerous levels,
severely compromising the air
quality.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Economic Affairs  Dr. Kazim Niaz and Director of the German Development
Bank (FfW) Esther Gravenkotter signing the second phase of Billion Tree Afforestation Project.

QUETTA: Polio worker administering polio drops to a child during anti-polio vaccination campaign in
Provincial Capital.

Balochistan Agriculture Department Engages
Fully in Agriculture Conference 2024 in Karachi

News Desk:

KARACHI: The Balochistan De-
partment of Agriculture actively
participated in the two-day Agri-
culture Conference 2024 in
Karachi, led by Special Secretary
Agriculture Jehangir Khan Kakar.
Organized by the Pakistan Media
Development Foundation, Ripple
Concept, and Exhibitor TV, with
support from the Green Pakistan
Initiative, the event attracted key
stakeholders from across the ag-
riculture sector.

The Balochistan
Department’s Research Wing,
Water Management, and Exten-
sion Wing, supported by WWF,
set up a well-received stall show-
casing advancements and strate-
gies in sustainable agriculture and
water conservation. Attendees
appreciated the exhibit, which
highlighted the unique agricul-
tural challenges and opportuni-
ties in Balochistan.

The conference featured a
panel discussion covering essen-
tial topics such as sustainable ag-
riculture, organic farming, and
water management. Officers from
the Balochistan Agriculture De-

partment provided insights into
the province’s agricultural land-
scape and discussed the poten-
tial for sustainable practices in the
region.

In addition to Special Secre-
tary Jehangir Khan Kakar, notable
attendees included DG Research
Wing Abdul Rauf Khan Kakar, DG
Water Management Mehboob
Ali, Director of Green Pakistan Ini-

tiative Balochistan Irfan Bakhtiari,
and Syed Rehan Fareed, Deputy
Director Extension Wing Lasbela.

The conference took place at
a pivotal time when agriculture
has been prioritized as a key sec-
tor by the Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC), and
green corporate initiatives are be-
ing explored to boost agricultural
productivity across Pakistan.

Medical report confirms torture as MPA
Hina Pervez assures Nargis of legal support

LAHORE (INP):  Member of
the Punjab Assembly (MPA)
and Women Protection Author-
ity Chairperson Hina Pervez
Butt visited a popular stage
actress Nargi’s home in
Lahore and assured her the
provision of complete legal aid
by the Punjab government.

Speaking on the occasion,
the MPA said that violence
against women was a serious
offence and that the provincial
government would bring the
actress’s husband

to justice. “The Authority
will not compromise on inci-
dents of violence against
women,” Hina said, adding,
“This is a Red Line for the gov-
ernment.”

She announced that a pro-
tection officer would accom-
pany the actress during her visit
to different places. Defence
police obtained complete medi-
cal report of actress Nargis
which confirmed physical tor-
ture on the actress.

Police sources said that

medical report showed that
Nargis received severe
wounds on her face, neck and
on her back due to physical
torture. Investigation police
also recorded statements of
actress Nargis, her domestic
workers and nephew Umar
who was present at her resi-
dence at the time of incident.

Last night Defense C po-
lice tried to arrest Nargis hus-
band Inspector Majid Bashir
but he secured his pre-arrest
bail from a local court.


