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Gwadar Security Forces Defuse Bomb, No Casual-
ties or Damage Reported

News Desk:
Gwadar: In a swift and

commendable operation, secu-
rity forces in Gwadar success-
fully defused a potentially dan-
gerous bomb near the Paleri
pump. The incident, which took
place earlier today, raised con-
cerns among residents, but the
prompt response of the secu-
rity forces ensured the safety
of the community.

No loss of life or property
was reported in connection
with the incident, alleviating
fears that initially gripped the
area. Authorities have com-
mended the efficiency and pro-
fessionalism of the forces in-
volved in neutralizing the threat
and preventing any potential
harm to the public or infra-
structure.

The circumstances sur-
rounding the placement of the
bomb are currently under in-
vestigation, and authorities are
working diligently to determine
the motives behind this act. The

defusing of the bomb near the
Paleri pump underscores the

importance of a vigilant and
responsive security apparatus

in ensuring the safety and well-
being of the community.

Balochistan Imposes Section
144: No Public Gatherings in
Quetta Amid Security Threats

News  Desk:

Quetta: Caretaker Informa-
tion Minister of  Balochistan, Jan
Achakzai, took to social media to
announce the prohibition of pub-
lic gatherings in Quetta for the next
two weeks due to heightened
threat alerts.

 The decision comes in re-
sponse to directives from the
Islamabad High Court, leading to
the implementation of Section 144
across Balochistan.

In light of these security mea-
sures, all concerned agencies

have been instructed to prioritize
the safety of the general public.
District Commissioners (DC) are
now mandated to obtain a No
Objection Certificate (NOC) for
any gathering in Quetta, includ-
ing election rallies.

Emphasizing the significance
of maintaining law and order, the
Government of Balochistan under-
scores its commitment to ensur-
ing the well-being and security of
the citizens during this sensitive
period.

PTI issues show-cause notice to Senator Saifullah Abro for
withdrawing from NA-194 in Bilawal’s favour

WEB DESK: The PTI on Fri-
day issued a show-cause notice
to Senator Saifullah Abro — a
party-affiliated candidate contest-
ing for the February 8 elections
from NA-194 — after he withdrew
from the constituency in favour
of PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari.

Earlier this month, the Su-
preme Court upheld the Election
Commission of Pakistan’s decision
to revoke the PTI’s iconic elec-
toral symbol ‘bat’ and declare its
intra-party polls as “unconstitu-
tional”.

Subsequently, the PTI fielded
its leaders as independent candi-
dates with a variety of electoral
symbols.

Abro’s decision to switch
parties came after he met Bilawal
a day earlier in Lahore, according
to the PPP.

In a post on social media plat-
form X today, Abro confirmed the
meeting and said he had decided
to withdraw from the election race
in the constituency. “I am with-
drawing in favour of Bilawal and
have decided to compete with the
tiger (PML-N),” he said.

Meanwhile, Bilawal thanked
Abro for his support. “PTI work-
ers across the country are begin-
ning to understand that the only
way to stop PML-N is to vote for

PPP’s arrow on Feb 8,” he wrote
on X.

“I also appeal to political
workers from all parties to vote
smartly and we can pull off a sur-
prise on Election Day,” the PPP
chairman added.

Responding to the develop-
ment, the PTI issued a show-
cause notice to Abro for going
against the party policy.

“You being elected as a sena-

tor on the party’s ticket in the Sen-
ate of Pakistan and also awarded
party ticket to contest General
Elections 2024 have shown grave
indiscipline by violating the
party’s discipline,” the notice, is-
sued by PTI General Secretary
Omar Ayub Khan, said.

It directed Abro to provide a
written response within three
days on why action should not
be taken against him. “If your re-

ply is unsatisfactory or you do
not respond, further action will be
taken as per party policy and
rules,” the notice added.

At a rally a day earlier, Bilawal
had urged PTI workers not to
“waste” their votes on indepen-
dent candidates and instead opt
for his party’s candidates on Feb
8. He said if PTI supporters wished
to stop PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif.

Shares at PSX lose nearly
500 points on profit-taking

NEWS DESK: Bears contin-
ued to dominate the trading floor
of the Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) on Friday as shares traded
in the red and lost nearly 500
points.

According to the PSX
website, the KSE-100 index closed
at 63,813.06 points, down 484.94
or 0.75 per cent from the previous
close of 64,298.00.

After rallying for three con-
secutive sessions, the benchmark
index faltered yesterday on uncer-
tainty about whether the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund would give
its go-ahead to the government’s
plans for reducing industrial
power tariff and energy sector cir-
cular debt.

The caretaker prime minister

had on Wednesday directed the
energy ministry to formulate an
effective and durable strategy to
do away with the circular debt.

Speaking to Dawn.com to-
day, Tahir Abbas, head of research
at Arif Habib Limited, noted that
the market remained particularly
volatile ahead of the upcoming
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) meeting — which is due
on Jan 29.

“Investors remained cautious
and booked profit while the KSE-
100 index declined,” he said.

According to a survey con-
ducted by brokerage firm Topline
Securities, 68pc of key market par-
ticipants expected no change in
the key policy rate while 32pc pre-
dicted a reduction.

Quetta Safe City Project: Watchful Dawn Breaks Over
City Scarred by Tragedy

Syed Ali Shah:
Quetta: For too long,

Quetta has borne the scars of
tragedy etched deep in its
heart. From the reverberations
of the Civil Hospital blast that
snatched innocent lives law-
yers to the chilling silence left
by the Police Training College
massacre, the city has known
the harsh sting of terror. But
amidst the echoes of pain, a
beacon of hope ignites – the
Quetta Safe City Project.

This ambitious initiative,
finally nearing completion,
stands as a testament to the
city’s resilience and the
government’s unwavering
commitment to its safety. Over
1,400 watchful eyes, embod-
ied in cutting-edge cameras,
will soon peer across 255 key
locations, woven into a protec-
tive tapestry that will blanket
the city. No longer will shad-
ows play host to hidden men-
ace, for Quetta’s streets will
be bathed in the unforgiving
light of vigilant technology.

This symphony of safety
transcends mere hardware.
It’s a collaborative master-
piece, orchestrated by the gov-
ernment, conducted by the ex-
pertise of the National Infor-
mation Technology Board, and
played by the dedicated instru-
ments of law enforcement
agencies. Together, they har-
monize into a powerful chorus
of protection, its melody

drowning out the discordant
notes of fear.

But this fortress of safety
is not an imported marvel; it’s
a local masterpiece, crafted by
the ingenuity of Quetta’s own
sons and daughters. From the
command center, a nerve cen-

ter pulsating with digital intelli-
gence, to the intricate network
of cameras, the project hums
with the heartbeat of self-reli-
ance. This is not just technol-
ogy; it’s a declaration of a city
refusing to be defined by its
past, choosing instead to forge

a future bright with safety and
hope. As the project prepares
to unveil its might, Quetta resi-
dents whisper dreams of nights
untroubled by anxiety, of care-
free laughter echoing through
bustling markets, and of eve-
nings where children play un-

afraid beneath the watchful
gaze of technology’s sentinels.
The Quetta Safe City Project
is not just a shield against
threats; it’s a bridge to a fu-
ture where trust flourishes be-
tween citizens and law enforc-
ers, paving the way for a dawn

of peace and prosperity.
However, the marathon

towards a truly safe haven re-
quires unwavering commit-
ment. The government must be
the unwavering torchbearer,
ensuring the project’s lifeblood
of resources flows uninter-
rupted. Law enforcement
agencies must be the agile run-
ners, adapting their strategies
to dance in perfect step with
technology’s swift rhythm.

The Quetta Safe City
Project is more than just cir-
cuits and wires; it’s a poem of
possibility etched in the city’s
soul. As the cameras begin
their vigil, let us remember that
the true poem is penned not by
technology, but by the collec-
tive will to write a new chap-
ter for Quetta. Together, let us
turn the final page on fear and
open the first chapter of a safe,
vibrant future for this city, ris-
ing from the ashes of tragedy
to become a fortress of safety
under a hopeful sky.

This editorial acknowl-
edges the tragic past of Quetta
while celebrating the present
progress and highlighting the
collective responsibility to en-
sure the project’s success. It
uses evocative language and
imagery to paint a hopeful pic-
ture of the future and ex-
presses appreciation for the
government’s proactive initia-
tive.
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Intersectoral health
By Zafar Mirza:

MHPSS roadmap in KP
By Asma Humayun:

She knew best
By Zubeida Mustafa:

WHY the hurry to
leave? Why no fare-
wells? Regrettably, we
will never know. Farida
Akbar, the best exponent
of Dr Maria
Montessori’s philoso-
phy in Pakistan, is no
more. She passed away
on Jan 10, leaving her
loving family, friends,
Montessori fraternity
and admiring students
bereft.

Mrs Akbar’s unas-
suming and quiet per-
sonality concealed a
beautiful mind that re-
vealed itself when she
spoke. Her knowledge of
various social philoso-
phers, the education
systems in vogue and
child psychology was

phenomenal. Given her
love of books and huge
capacity to  listen pa-
tiently to others made her
what she was: an excel-
lent and reassuring
counsellor to parents
and students alike.

Gool Minwalla, who
studied the Montessori
system from Dr Maria
Montessori herself,
founded the Pakistan
Montessori Association
in 1949. Mrs Akbar never
tired of reminding us of
the greatness of her
mentor who had helped
her discover the miracu-
lous world of the child.
Mrs Akbar already had
two Master’s degrees —
in psychology and edu-
cation — when she ob-
tained her Montessori

diploma in 1975. There
was no looking back
thereafter. Having joined
the PMA and emerged as
Mrs Minwalla’s ‘right-
hand woman’, she be-
came the key figure in
sustaining the
Montessori pedagogy in
Pakistan. She went on to
become the ‘trainer of
trainers’ and was ap-
pointed chief executive
and di--r-ector of training
of the Montessori
Teach-ers’ Training Cen-
tre in 1999, retiring in
2020. Having a deep
knowledge of the
Montessori philosophy
and an understanding of
its application, she be-
came the best friend a
child studying in Pakistan
could have. Only if the

government had sought
her advice! She believed
in giving a child freedom
of choice within the
bounds of a safe envi-
ronment to help the child
discover her own poten-
tial, while allowing her
sensory, motor, emo-
tional and cognitive de-
velopment to advance at
its own pace. “Why do
teachers try to control a
child to discipline it?”
she would often say,
with exasperation in her
voice. “You cannot
teach critical thinking to
a child. It comes natu-
rally to it if you allow it
to express itself in the
language it has been
learning since birth. It ex-
plores by asking ques-
tions in its  own lan-

guage and you must
provide it  answers.
Teaching it in a language
that it doesn’t know at
this stage will dumb the
child.” There was much
wisdom in what she had
to say and I could go on
quoting her on a child’s
needs and how the child
must be handled. It was
the best learning experi-
ence for me when she
agreed to guide me in an
experiment: I launched a
play centre called the
‘Aao Khailein Markaz’ to
see how young children
learn in a relaxed environ-
ment where they could
communicate in their
own language (in this
case Urdu) and play with
the learning material of
their choice. Although

the Markaz could not
survive for long (the par-
ents failed to understand
our aims), I learnt a lot
myself by tracking the
progress of the child, es-
pecially in articulating
its thoughts. Mrs Akbar
was deeply interested in
the Markaz and would
visit frequently to dem-
onstrate her pedagogy
to Hawwa, my friend
who had volunteered to
teach the students. Mrs
Akbar would graciously
invite Hawwa for lunch
to explain the principles
underlying the practice.
She would also make
flash cards herself, push-
ing aside my protests,
saying she enjoyed do-
ing it. I think it was the
teacher in her that drove

her. Her commitment to
education was un-
matched. I often invited
her to accompany me on
school visits . I was
amazed by her meticu-
lous observation and
analysis that turned out
to be spot on when I
probed further.

 She never said no
when her advice was
needed in any matter
pertaining to education.
Once she spent the en-
tire day with two teach-
ers from the community
school in Kheiro Dero,
teaching them how they
could make the
Montessori material
themselves and use
them in their classrooms.
As a member of the
PMA, she helped estab-

lish schools in the north-
ern areas, attended nu-
merous Montessori con-
ferences and was ap-
pointed external exam-
iner for Montessori insti-
tutions in many coun-
tries. She was an asset
and her contributions
will be remembered. The
Association Montessori
Internationale in
Amsterdam appointed
her twice to the Scien-
tific Pedagogical Com-
mittee. Hers was a ver-
satile personality. Her
love of Urdu literature,
and her interest in intel-
lectual activities, such as
panel discussions, lec-
tures, festivals and book
club sessions, made her
a willing and enjoyable
companion.

I  mentioned that
healthcare systems act
through three ap-
proaches: by preventing
diseases and promoting
health at population and
individual levels; by pro-
viding curative health
services at an individual
level; and through
intersectoral action ad-
dressing the determi-
nants of health. All three
are interconnected.

This is what we
know about the third as-
pect — intersectoral
health interventions.

The WHO Consti-
tution (1948) and Ottawa
Charter for Health Pro-
motion (1986) have men-
tioned peace, shelter,
education, food, income,
a stable ecosystem, sus-
tainable resources, so-
cial justice, and equity as
fundamental prerequi-
sites. These are consid-
ered the distal determi-
nants of health.

According to the
DCP-3 (Disease Control
Priorities), the more
proximal risk factors are
grouped into two cat-
egories: environmental
and behavioural. Envi-
ronmental risks include
lead and other chemical
contamination, climate
change, occupational
hazards, unsafe roads
and vehicles, outdoor air
pollution, indoor air pol-
lution, unsafe water, and
poor sanitation.

Behavioural risks to
health include inad-
equate nutrient intake,
excessive nutrient in-
take, suboptimal
breastfeeding, risky
sexual behavior, physi-
cal inactivity, tobacco
use, harmful alcohol use,
harmful use of injectable
drugs, and other addic-

tive substances.
If not controlled,

these risk factors result
in a plethora of infec-
tions, injuries, cancers,
cardiovascular, respira-
tory and other non-com-
municable diseases, and
mental, neurological and
substance use disor-
ders.

Assessing the mag-
nitude of health loss due
to specific health risk
factors is a complicated
process. However, in
2015, it was estimated
that one-fourth or more
of the 57 million deaths
globally could be attrib-
uted to one or more
behavioural or environ-
mental risk factors.

As specific evi-
dence-based examples,
air pollution studies
have estimated life ex-
pectancy losses of 3.3
years in India in 2015 and
5.5 years in northern
China. Losses from un-
safe water and sanitation
in Mexico were esti-
mated to be one year.

Tobacco studies
have estimated that
smokers in India, Japan,
the UK and US have their
life expectancy lowered
by about 10 years in
comparison to their non-
smoking peers. Likewise,
a US study estimated that
physical inactivity, de-
fined as sitting for more
than three hours a day,
decreases life expect-
ancy by three years.

Among the distal
determinants of health,
interestingly, education
level has a much higher
impact on health than
income level. In 2017, a
study concluded that
about 14 per cent of the
decline in under-five
mortality between 1970
and 2010 resulted from

improvements in educa-
tion levels.

Likewise, about
30pc of the decline in
adult mortality resulted
from improvement in
education. Female educa-
tion was found to be
much more important
than male education in
reducing child and adult
mortality.

In order to meaning-
fully advance universal
health coverage, DCP-3
has also proposed a
package of intersectoral
interventions along with
218 essential health ser-
vices.

The DCP-3
intersectoral package
consists of 71 essential
policy/ fiscal interven-
tions. These interven-
tions are health taxes
and subsidies, regula-
tions, built environment
(roads, parks, buildings,
etc) and information pro-
vision. These four kinds
of interventions are
made in five risk domains:
addictive substance use,
diet, environment, inju-
ries, and others. Out of
these 71 essential inter-
ventions, 29 are
shortlisted as the high-
est priority.

The analysis of
health risks in Pakistan,
conducted by the Global
Burden of Disease Study
(1990-2019) by the Se-
attle-based Institute of
Health Metrics and
Evaluation, informs us
that over half of
Pakistan’s total burden
of disease (53.5pc of to-
tal DALYs) is attributed
to these risks. DALY is a
metric that stands for
Disability Adjusted Life
Years, which presents
years of life lost due to
premature death plus
years lived with disabil-

ity.
Among the

behavioural risk factors,
child and maternal mal-
nutrition is at the top
(68.4pc), followed by di-
etary risks (13.2pc), and
tobacco use (12.6pc).
Forty per cent of stunted
children under five re-
flect this  particular
behavioural risk. For the
environmental/ occupa-
tional risk group, the
major contribution to
DALYs result from air
pollution (64pc), fol-
lowed by unsafe water,
s a n i t a t i o n ,
handwashing (28pc),
and occupational risks
(8pc).

The 2020 World Air
Quality Report ranks Pa-
kistan as the second-
most polluted country in
the world; Lahore has
the dubious distinction
of the top polluted city
in the world. Air pollu-
tion exposure is respon-
sible for 15.7pc of the
total deaths in Pakistan
each year.

Risks related to un-
safe water, and sanita-
tion (including
handwashing), are the
third highest contribu-
tors of BoD (burden of
disease) in Pakistan re-
sponsible for 79,813
deaths annually.

Occupational risks
in Pakistan contribute to
22,690 deaths annually,
out of which around
44pc are due to injuries
at the workplace, 37pc
due to occupational par-
ticulate matter, gases,
and fumes, 12pc due to
occupational carcino-
gens and 6pc due to oc-
cupational asthmagens.
Lead exposure contrib-
utes to around 21,167
deaths annually in Paki-
stan.

The burden of inju-
ries in Pakistan has in-
creased from 10,641 per
100,000 in the year 2000
to 13,885 per 100,000 in
2019. Of these, more than
one-fourth (27pc) are
transport-related inju-
ries; 31m injuries during
2019 resulted in 85,346
deaths, out of which
20,747 deaths were re-
lated to road accidents.

In Pakistan, the de-
velopment of a package
of intersectoral health
interventions was part of
our vision. After com-
pleting the development
of EHSPs at the federal
and provincial levels, the
Health Planning, System
Strengthening, and
Inf-ormation Analysis
Unit at the Ministry of
National Health Service,
Regulation and Coordi-
nation continued the
work on the intersectoral
package.

A draft ‘Health Re-
lated Intersectoral Inter-
ventions Action Plan
2022-30’ consisting of 30
high-priority interven-
tions recommended by
DCP-3 has been devel-
oped. Considering
COP26 commitments, the
intervention of the Cli-
mate Resilient Health
System has been added.

The package is to be
implemented in a phased
manner and will involve
seven ministries includ-
ing Nat-ional Health Ser-
vice, Regulation and
Coordi-nation (10 inter-
ventions), Climate
Change (10), Planning,
Development and Spe-
cial Initiatives (4), Edu-
cation (2), Communica-
tions (1), National Food
Security and Research
(1), and the National Di-
saster Management Au-
thority (1).

IN early November last
year, a primary care phy-
sician from Chitral re-
ported a case on the
Mental Health and Psy-
chosocial Support
(MHPSS) web portal of
the Ministry of Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives
(MoPD&SI).

The case pertained
to a 30-year-old married
woman who had been
unwell for 16 months.
The patient’s family had
sought advice from a few
aalims and pirs, spend-
ing Rs50,000 without
any relief.

The patient had
also made seven trips to
Peshawar to consult a
handful of psychiatrists
and a neurologist, and
even travelled to a major
hospital in Karachi to
seek help, incurring a
total cost of Rs400,000,
multiple psychiatric
medications with asso-
ciated side effects and a
couple of misdiagnosed
labels.

Three days after the
case was reported, the
lady was assessed
(online) by a psychiatrist
from the MoPD&SI team
in Islamabad and a diag-
nosis of a dissociative
disorder was confirmed.
Following this, the re-
porting doctor from
Chitral was supervised

to manage the case to
rationalise the patient’s
medication, and to sup-
port her and counsel the
family. This supervision
continued over the next
three months.

Today, the patient is
symptom-free — for the
past seven weeks — and
has resumed all domes-
tic responsibilities. The
reporting doctor feels
confident about his
skills to identify and
manage such cases.

In 2023, approxi-
mately 100 doctors from
Chitral, Haripur, Kohat,
Lower Dir, Mansehra,
Mardan, Nowshera,
Peshawar and Swabi
were trained under this
project. The doctors re-
ceived a five-day train-
ing in mhGAP-HIG
guidelines (recom-
mended by the WHO
and UNHCR) to help
non-specialists manage
common mental condi-
tions.

These guidelines
had been adapted for
Pakistan’s cultural and
healthcare context and
published by the
MoPD&SI. The trained
doctors are now regis-
tered and thus con-
nected to the web portal
through a mobile appli-
cation which systemati-
cally takes them through
the assessment and
management protocols

described in the guide.
Here, the doctors can
share clinical information
of the patients they man-
age and can also seek
supervision when
needed.

So far, 400 cases
have been reported on
the portal, including vi-
tal demographic and
clinical information. Over
70 per cent of people pre-
senting with mental
health conditions were
under the age of 40; two-
thirds of the total cases
were women. Over half of
all cases were diagnosed
to be suffering from de-
pression, with another
30pc suffering from con-
ditions related to stress
and grief.

This pilot project in
KP is a part of the
MHPSS work initiated by
the MoPD&SI after men-
tal health was identified
as a critical but neglected
aspect of healthcare in
the country in 2021. Not-
ing a huge mental health
burden and severe dearth
of specialist services, the
ministry developed a
model for delivering evi-
dence-driven, righ ts-
based and scalable
MHPSS services across
the country.

This is a compre-
hensive multilayered
model which aims to pro-
vide care in the commu-
nity and at primary, sec-

ondary tertiary
healthcare levels. The
pilot was undertaken
during the second half of
2023, in collaboration
with the Directorate of
Public Health in KP and
supported by the Inter-
national Medical Corps
to build the capacity of
primary care physicians
in the selected districts.

A situation analysis
shows that KP has 37
districts with a popula-
tion of over 40 million
with at least 80pc living
in rural areas. Only nine
districts have psychiat-
ric services, and some of
these are limited to just
one or two psychiatrists
per district. There are no
psychiatric services at
the primary level.

In addition to the
expected prevalence of
mental disorders, the
province has borne the
brunt of conflict and ter-
rorism, natural disasters,
internal displacements
and a huge refugee
population. It is  esti-
mated that at least 20pc
of those living in KP
need MHPSS services.
In addition, worrying
suicide rates have been
reported in some dis-
tricts such as Chitral and
Parachinar neither of
which have any psychi-
atric services.

At the same time,
consider that the aver-

age district has at least
100 doctors working at
the primary care level
who are potentially a
huge resource for provid-
ing MHPSS services.
This is because, accord-
ing to the WHO, 70pc of
common mental disor-
ders can be effectively
managed in the primary
care.

This is where the
MoPD&SI comes in. It
has the technical exper-
tise to develop, lead and
scale up a system for in-
tegrating mental health
into primary care ser-
vices.

This includes insti-
tuting a mechanism to
register doctors, provide
standardised training
tools for training, pro-
vide supervision, evalu-
ate and monitor the per-
formance of trained doc-
tors, develop a referral
mechanism and collect
vital data.

This is just the first
step. At the provincial
level, mental health has
to be identified as a pri-
ority public health issue.
A coordinating mecha-
nism is needed between
the health department,
humanitarian agencies
and development part-
ners. At the moment,
many projects are under-
taken in  silos with
blurred and short-term
outcomes.

Graveyards of coal
By Naeem Sadiq:

OTHER than the oft-
quoted figure of over 300
coal miners dying in
Pakistan’s coal mines
every year, the exact
number of mines, their
workforce, lives, deaths,
injuries and EOBI regis-
tration is a wild guess.
Anyone who smells coal
in his backyard can hire
a contractor equipped
with a pickaxe, spade and
two labourers to dig a
cave that will sooner or
later collapse and con-
sume the finest but
neediest children of Pa-
kistan.

After years of futile
attempts to obtain data
on coal mines and linked
tragedies, I began to cre-
ate a database of mines
and daily accidents from
Jan 1, 2024. By Jan 10, at
least eight deaths of min-
ers had been recorded
— this was just the data
of some prominent
mines. Newspapers re-
ported less than half of
these deaths.

 The government
and mine departments
remain silent. After all,
these calamities are of
their own making.

Pakistan is home to
186 registered and over
1,500 unregistered, un-
regulated, unsafe and
contractor-operated coal
mines. The mines offer
less than the minimum
legal wage, no EOBI ben-
efits and no social secu-
rity. What they do offer
is the bright possibility
of being blown to
smithereens in methane
explosions, or being
killed by crumbling roofs
and uncontrollable fires.
Survivors find them-
selves loaded with car-

bon dust and affected
by asthma, tuberculosis
and blindness. Thanks
to complicity among in-
fluential mine owners,
greedy contractors and
corrupt inspectors, the
coal mines largely oper-
ate without gas detec-
tors, wireless communi-
cation, ventilation sys-
tems, smart helmets, air
blowers, oxygen sup-
plies, alternative egress
routes, rescue services,
and personal protective
equipment (PPE). The
equipment used in mines
such as motors, fans,
plugs, sockets, lights,
junction boxes and
cables are mostly inflam-
mable and often a source
of ignition/explosion.

Over half the miners
perform the hazardous
task of digging without
masks and shoes. The
four provincial mine de-
partments were recently
asked under the Right to
Information Act, to pro-
vide basic health and
safety SOPS in coal
mines such as checks,
tests, responsibilities
before entry and during
mine operations, emer-
gency procedures and
egress, equipment speci-
fications, training, gas
testing procedures,
communication proto-
cols, rescue and medical
facilities, mandatory
PPEs, structural testing
procedures, etc. Sadly,
not a single department
could provide this infor-
mation or appeared to
have any clue of this
subject.

While we white-
washed the old mine
laws by changing their
cover pages, Pakistan’s
coal mines are essentially

regulated by the Mines
Act, 1923. If there had
been even an iota of in-
terest or professionalism,
our archaic mines depart-
ments could have simply
adopted (with only minor
changes) and imple-
mented the 187-page ILO
code for safety and health
in coal mines, which pro-
vides for a complete
safety management sys-
tem. This would, how-
ever, call for either the re-
placement or massive
training of existing mine
officials and inspectors.

The other essential
task for mine departments
ought to be to conduct
physical surveys and
place updated data of the
GPS location, output,
workers, EOBI registra-
tion, accidents, injuries,
and deaths of all coal min-
ers on their respective
websites. This is also a
requirement under
Pakistan’s right to infor-
mation laws.

Sadly, over 90 per
cent of coal miners are
not registered with the
EOBI.

 This is  an
unforgiveable failure of
the institution. Describ-
ing the miners’ exploited
lives, the secretary gen-
eral of the Pakistan Cen-
tral Mines Labour Federa-
tion said, “They usually
start working at the age
of 13 and by the time they
reach 30, they are forced
into unemployment due
to chronic respiratory ill-
nesses, tuberculosis,
loss of eyesight, and in-
juries.” Also deprived of
EOBI benefits, the pen-
sion-less coal mine retir-
ees are driven into a life
of misery, poverty, and
dependence.

Gas Injustice Chronicles: Sui South-
ern Gas Company Under Scrutiny

Editorial:
As the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) awaits an impending judgment, it
finds itself entangled in allegations that go beyond mere billing discrepancies.
Increasing gas meter tampering exposes a systemic problem within the com-
pany in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan, prompting this editorial to
underscore the urgent need for the SSGC to address these issues, especially in
light of allegations linking some officials to major gas thieves.

A court order issued a few months ago brought to light the alarming rate
of gas meter tampering, resulting in significant financial losses for the SSGC.
These losses, coupled with allegations of illicit connections between certain
officials and major gas thieves, unfairly burden the economically vulnerable.
Unannounced load shedding has become an unfortunate norm, exacerbating
the challenges faced by consumers already grappling with inadequate gas
pressure and exorbitant bills.

SSGC Must Acknowledge The Gravity Of  The Situation
The SSGC must acknowledge the gravity of the situation and take immedi-

ate steps to rectify its practices. The alleged ties between the company and
those involved in gas theft not only raise ethical concerns but also perpetuate
a vicious cycle of inequality. These connections, whether direct or indirect,
erode public trust and undermine the integrity of the entire energy sector.

The impending judgment marks a pivotal moment for the SSGC, going
beyond financial implications for the company. This case will set a precedent
for accountability within the energy sector, emphasizing the need for the SSGC
to prioritize the welfare of its consumers and work towards restoring public
trust in its operations.

Recent Protests In Quetta Underscores Urgency Of Situation
Recent protests in Quetta against overbilling and gas load shedding un-

derscore the urgency of the situation. Allegations of disproportionate billing,
variations in charges between regions, and inflated bills in Balochistan de-
mand a thorough and transparent investigation. The company must demon-
strate a commitment to fair and transparent billing for all consumers, regardless
of their geographical location. Failure to address these issues not only harms
the company’s reputation but deepens the existing trust deficit between the
SSGC and its consumers.

Company Must Take Steps To Ensure Justice For Consumers
In conclusion, the Sui Southern Gas Company cannot afford to delay

corrective measures any longer. The pursuit of gas justice necessitates imme-
diate action, rectification of billing practices, and a commitment to transpar-
ency. Addressing these issues head-on is the only way for the SSGC to rebuild
public trust and fulfill its responsibility to provide a reliable and equitable gas
supply to all consumers. The company must act swiftly to prevent further harm
to its reputation and, more importantly, to ensure justice for its consumers.
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Pakistani, Iranian envoys discuss
ties in Belarus

Roach annihilates Australia top order
in three blistering overs

Root removes Jaiswal but India on
course for big lead

H Y D E R A B A D
(INP): England struck
twice on Friday in the
morning session of the
second day but India
reached 222-3, on
course for a big first-
innings lead in the
opening test.

KL Rahul led
India's reply with a flu-
ent 55 not out, while
Shreyas Iyer survived
a bouncer barrage
from Mark Wood,
England's lone fast
bowler in the match, to
be on 34.

England, who
were bowled out for
246, opened with Joe

Root and the part-time
spinner struck in his
first over dismissing
the dangerous-looking
Yashasvi Jaiswal.

Jaiswal hit Root's
second ball for a four
but his attempt to play
a similar shot two balls
later resulted in a high
return catch to Root,
who leapt to pouch the
ball.

Jaiswal hit three
sixes and 10 fours in
his entertaining 80.

Root looked the
most threatening of the
English bowlers and
could have ended with
three wickets in his

first spell. Rahul got a
reprieve when Ben
Foakes grassed a
tough chance behind
the wicket after the
batter had edged Root.

Root was also un-
lucky again when
Shubman Gill miscued
a shot but Ben Stokes,
stationed at mid-off,
lost sight of the ball
against the sun.

Root was taken
out of the attack after
four overs, which was
as surprising as
England's decision of
not using his off-spin
on Thursday when
Jaiswal was toying

with the England spin-
ners.

Tom Hartley had
suffered the most at
the hands of Jaiswal in
his debut test but the
left-arm spinner put
that behind him and
claimed his maiden test
wicket when Gill (24)
casually whipped a ball
straight to Ben Duckett
at midwicket. Root
was brought back for
a couple of overs be-
fore the lunch break
but Rahul and Iyer,
who have added 63
runs for the unbroken
third wicket, were set
by then.

GABBA (INP):
Kemar Roach rocked
Australia's revamped
top-order in five overs
of carnage, leaving
them in all sorts of
trouble at 24 for 4 at
dinner after Kevin
Sinclair scored an im-
pressive half-century
on Test debut to help
West Indies post an
imposing 311 on day
two at the Gabba.

Roach took three
wickets, including two
off the last two balls of
the session, to leave
Australia reeling on
the second day after
they struggled to
knock over the West
Indies tail in the first 90
minutes of play as they
posted the second
highest total by any
team against Australia
in 12 pink-ball Tests.

Steven Smith was
trapped lbw in
Roach's opening over
of Australia's innings,
shuffling back and

across too far to a ball
that nipped in and hit
him flush in front of off
stump. Nitin Menon
initially gave it not out
but it was smashing
middle on the ball-
tracking projection.

Five balls later,
Marnus Labuschagne
was squared up fend-
ing at a sharp lifter
from Alzarri Joseph
that was well wide of
his body, and the thick
edge was snaffled by
a flying Sinclair at third
slip diving to his right.

Cameron Green
entered and played a
lovely off-drive to find
the rope, but then
meekly chipped an
overpitched delivery
straight to Kraigg
Brathwaite at mid-off
to gift Roach a sec-
ond. Next ball, Travis
Head was strangled
down the leg side, tick-
ling a half-volley to
keeper Joshua Da
Silva to squeals of de-

light from the West
Indies team.

Earlier, Sinclair
and Roach frustrated
Australia's bowlers in
the morning session,
batting through the
first hour without loss.
Roach was the im-
movable object while
Sinclair did the bulk of
the scoring. Australia's
quicks were left frus-
trated as the second
new ball softened
quickly and offered
very little sideways
movement despite
Brisbane's humidity
and heavy cloud cover.

Australia did set
some very defensive
fields with a deep point
placed throughout the
morning allowing easy
singles to be picked
off.

The partnership
was only broken be-
cause of a huge mix-
up. Roach defended a
ball to mid-off and
called for a single, but

Sinclair caught a
glimpse of
Labuschagne swoop-
ing in and made a very
late call of no with
Roach already half-
way down. He slipped
over trying to put the
brakes on and was run
out with ease.

Australia could
have removed Sinclair
on 30. He poked Pat
Cummins straight to
gully and Green spilt a
sitter at thigh height.
Sinclair made Green
and Australia pay with
some excellent shots
thereafter. He swept
Nathan Lyon for four
and then lofted him in-
side-out over mid-off in
consecutive balls to
move from 40 to a
maiden half-century.
He fell next ball, run-
ning past a ball that
drifted away and was
stumped by Alex
Carey, who needed
two bites to complete
the take.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan’s Ambassa-
dor to Belarus Sajjad
Haider Khan held a
meeting with Ambas-
sador of Iran to
Belarus Alireza Sanei
in Minsk, Belarus dis-
cussed matters of mu-
tual interest.

During the cour-
tesy call, they explored
the two nations’ strong
and deep rooted broth-
erly ties and rejoiced in
their return to their re-
spective embassies by
January 26, 2024.

Honored to re-

ceive Alireza Sanei,
Ambassador of Iran to
Belarus who paid a
courtesy call today.
Explored our nations'
strong and deep
rooted brotherly ties
and rejoiced in the re-
turn of Ambassadors
of Pakistans and Iran
to their respective
Embassies by January
26,… pic.twitter.com/
JXo3biQxHU

In a post on X, the
Pakistani ambassador
said, “Looking for-
ward to the visit of
Iran’s Foreign Minis-

ter to Pakistan on
January 29, 2024. Cel-
ebrating the lasting
Pakistan-Iran friend-
ship!”

Iran violated
Pakistan’s airspace on
Jan 16, Tuesday, by fir-
ing a missile at
Balochistan, resulting
in the tragic death of
two children and inju-
ries to three girls.
Tehran’s unilateral
move prompted
Islamabad to recall its
ambassador.

Islamabad also
conveyed to Tehran

that their envoy might
also not return for the
time being.

Pakistan launched
strikes on terrorists’
hideouts inside

Iran in a retalia-
tory attack two days
later on Jan 18.

The tit-for-tat
strikes across the po-
rous border between
the two neighbours fu-
eled fears of wider in-
stability in the region
since the war between
Israel and Hamas
erupted on Oct 7 last
year.

ISLAMABAD: Outgoing Ambassador of  Tajikistan to Pakistan Ismatullo Nasredin, called on Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

APHC-AJK holds protest rally in front of
Indian High Commission in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference
Azad Jammu and
Kashmir chapter in
collaboration with
Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Cell held a
protest rally in front of
Indian High Commis-
sion in Islamabad to
observe India's Re-
public Day as Black
Day. Besides APHC-
AJK chapter office-
holders,
leaders of various po-
litical parties of Azad
Kashmir also partici-
pated in the protest
rally.

 Led by APHC-
AJK Convener
Mahmood Ahmed
Saghar, the protesters
were holding black
flags, banners and
placards with anti-In-
dia and pro-freedom
slogans. Former Prime
Minister Raja
Mohammad Farooq
Haider Khan espe-
cially participated in
the demonstration.

Former Ameer of
Azad Kashmir
J a ma a t - e - Is l a mi
Abdul Rasheed
Tarabi, Hurriyat lead-
ers Syed Yusuf
Naseem, Farooq
Rehmani, Ghulam
Mohammad Safi, Altaf
Hussain Wani and
Ghulam Nabi Butt also
participated in the
demonstration.

APHC-AJK lead-
ers Sheikh Abdul
Mateen, Syed Faiz
Naqshbandi, Zahid
Safi, General Secre-
tary of Muslim Con-
ference Mehr-un-
Nisaa, Samia Sajid,
senior journalist
Bashir Usmani,
Mahtab Ashraf,
Rashid Kazmi, Direc-
tor, Liberation Cell
Raja Khan Afsar
Khan, Sardar Sajid
Mahmood, Sardar
Najeeb Al-Ghafoor
Khan, Chaudhry
Shaheen, Rafiq Dar
and others addressed
the protest rally.

Speakers on the

occasion said democ-
racy is the name of re-
spect for public opin-
ion but India has never
respected it.

They said India
has no right to cel-
ebrate its Republic
Day in occupied
Jammu as it has occu-
pied Jammu and
Kashmir against the
will of the Kashmiri
people.

APHC-AJK Con-
vener Mehmood
Ahmed Saghar in his
address expressed
concern over the
growing Indian state
terrorism in the occu-
pied territory and said
India is using brutal
tactics to suppress the
freedom spirit of the

ISLAMABAD:   Caretaker Federal Minister for Interior and Commerce Dr Gohar Ejaz & Caretaker
Federal Minister for National Health Dr Nadeem Jan visited PIMS hospital.

Kashmiris but will
never succeed in its
nefarious designs.

He said
Kashmiris are sacrific-
ing their lives for a
great cause and they
will continue their
struggle till complete
success.   Raja
Muhammad Farooq
Haider Khan, Ghulam
Mohammad Safi,
Mohammad Farooq
Rahmani, Abdul
Rasheed Turabi and
other leaders said In-
dia is trying to change
the demography of the
territory and urged the
international commu-
nity to resolve the
Kashmir dispute for
lasting peace in South
Asia.

SC allows Sanam Javed to
contest elections

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Supreme Court (SC)
of Pakistan on Friday al-
lowed five candidates of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), including incarcer-
ated activist Sanam
Javed, to contest the up-
coming general elec-
tions, slated for Feb 8,
2024. Besides Sanam
Javed, the top court ap-
proved appeals of PTI
candidates Umer Aslam,
Major (retd) Tahir Sadiq,
and Shaukat Mahmood
Basra against returning
officers’ (ROs) decisions
to reject their nomination
papers from different
constituencies.

A division bench
comprising Justice Irfan
Saadat Khan and

Justice Muneeb

Akhtar overturned the
rejection of PTI leaders’
nomination papers by the
Lahore High Court (LHC)
and the election tribunal.

The apex court di-
rected the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan
(ECP) to publish and
print the names of the
PTI’s allowed candidates
in the ballot boxes.

Sanam Javed has
been allowed to contest
polls from NA-119, NA-
120, and PP-125 while
Basra got permission to
contest from NA-163
(Bahawalnagar).

Meanwhile, the Su-
preme Court also al-
lowed incarcerated party
president Pervaiz Elahi
to contest the upcoming
February 8 elections.

A three-member SC
bench headed by Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah al-
lowed the PTI leader to
contest the general elec-
tion from the PP-32 con-
stituency of Gujarat dis-
trict. Elahi had filed a pe-
tition in the Supreme
Court to seek permission
to contest the general
election. He made the
election commission and
appellate tribunal as re-
spondents.

He pleaded to the
apex court to declare
January 13, 2024, deci-
sion of the Lahore High
Court as void.

The high court had
dismissed his appeal re-
garding the rejection of
his nomination papers
by the returning officer.

ANP to support IPP in Punjab
for Feb 8 polls

LAHORE (INP): The
Awami National Party
(ANP) has committed its
support to Istehkam e
Pakistan Party (IPP) can-
didates in the upcoming
polls on February 8.

Ameer Bahadur
Khan, the general secre-
tary of ANP Punjab, met
with IPP President Abdul
Aleem Khan and an-
nounced ANP's decision

to support IPP in Punjab.
Bashir Ahmed, the chair-
man of the Hazara Wel-
fare Association, has
also pledged support for
IPP. In another signifi-
cant development,
Mubshir Laal, the former
president of Pakistan
Tehreek e Insaf Ravi
Town, has joined IPP.
Laal, along with his party
workers, will actively

participate in the election
campaign for Abdul
Aleem Khan in the NA-
117 constituency. Fur-
ther strengthening IPP's
position, Arif Awan Ad-
vocate,

Naeem Goraya Ad-
vocate, and members of
the legal community
have also decided to
back Abdul Aleem in the
upcoming elections.
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'Let people decide': SC allows PTI candidate to
contest elections, quashes RO verdict

Pneumonia continues to take heavy
toll on children

ISLAMABAD (INP): As general
elections are scheduled to be held
on February 8, the Supreme Court
of Pakistan (SCP) on Friday al-
lowed Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Umar Aslam to con-
test the upcoming elections.

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah in-
quired why Omar Aslam's nomi-
nation papers were rejected. The
court inquiry delved into the rea-
sons behind the rejection of Umar
Aslam's nomination papers.

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
questioned whether Umar Aslam
had been declared a proclaimed
offender by any court. It was re-
vealed that Umar Aslam had taken
protective bail, specifically on pre-
arrest grounds, as highlighted by
his lawyer Ali Zafar.

Notably, one application for
Umar Aslam's election candidacy
was rejected, while another was
approved, creating a legal para-
dox. A division bench of SCP heard
the cases of the appeals against
rejected nomination papers of
candidates by Returning Officers
(ROs).

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah re-
marked on the fundamental right
to participate in elections, stating
that punishing any individual by

depriving them of this right re-
quired careful consideration. The
debate also touched upon the le-
gal aspects of preventing a fugi-
tive or an individual violating ad-
vertising laws from contesting
elections. Reference was made to
Article 17, emphasizing that
people hold paramount impor-
tance under fundamental human
rights, as noted by Justice Athar
Minallah. Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah advocated for letting the
people of Pakistan decide their
elected representatives.

The discussion further ex-
plored the clauses of Article 17,
62, and 63 that prevent a fugitive
from participating in elections,
with Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
asserting the role of the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) or
the courts in determining the sta-
tus of an individual as an adver-
tisement. Questions were raised
about the accountability of the
ECP, with Justice Athar Minullah
asserting that it must answer to
the people of Pakistan. Despite
the commencement of ballot pa-
per printing, concerns were ex-
pressed about depriving candi-
dates of their basic rights, prompt-
ing a reflection on the decision-

making process before the irre-
versible printing stage.

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
pointed out the need for foresight
before printing, suggesting that
anticipating legal challenges
could have prevented the compli-
cations that subsequently arose
in the courts.

Arif Abbasi returns empty-
handed On the other hand, PTI
leader Arif Abbasi faced a setback
as his appeal against the rejection
of nomination papers for PP-19
was dismissed. The apex court
upheld the Election Tribunal's
decision, citing critical factors
that contributed to the dismissal.

The Supreme Court of Paki-
stan (SCP) revealed that the peti-
tioner had two criminal cases
against him wherein a detail that
was not disclosed in the nomina-
tion papers.  The omission raised
concerns, and when questioned
about his son's properties in Lon-
don by the returning officer, the
petitioner reportedly remained si-
lent. The SC remarked that two
FIRs were registered against Arif
Abbasi in the Waris Khan police
station, a fact brought to light by
the petitioner's lawyer during the
proceedings.

Sino-Pak charity group brings vision
to cataract sufferers in Pakistan

RAWALPINDI (INP): In a
heartwarming Sino-Pak coop-
eration, the China-Pakistan
Youth Exchange Community
joined forces with the Beijing
One Heart Sphere Charity
Foundation in a campaign that
provided life-changing cataract
surgeries to 3,000 impover-
ished patients in Pakistan.

Launched in collaboration
with local hospitals and eye
care centres in Rawalpindi, the
initiative, reaching as far as
Balochistan, aims to restore
vision and improve the quality
of life for those who have been
living in darkness due to this
debilitating condition.

A total of 1,200 patients
with eye conditions have been

examined professionally since
January 15, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Friday.

Based on this, the medical
team successfully completed
the operation on the first 100
cataract patients by January
21.

 In the coming days, the
team will provide surgery to
100 cataract patients in Kash-
mir.

“We want to give these
patients their sight back so they
can lead independent and pro-
ductive lives,” said Ma Bin,
chairperson of China-Pakistan
Youth Exchange Community.

“The operation is a micro-
cosm of the friendly relations
between China and Pakistan

and a testament to the power
of humanitarianism and unity.”

Doctors and volunteers
from both countries worked
side-by-side to perform the
surgery.

 Many patients who have
undergone the procedure have
described it as a “second
chance” in life, saying they are
now able to see their families,
go to work, and engage in ac-
tivities they were not capable
of for years.

As the organization contin-
ues its efforts, it hopes to fur-
ther expand its reach and im-
pact, ultimately making a sig-
nificant difference in the lives
of thousands of cataract pa-
tients across Pakistan.

ECP receives over 449,000 applica-
tions for postal ballot

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP)has received a stag-
gering 449,287 applications for
postal ballots nationwide, as
reported on Friday. The fervor
is notably high, with 73,586
applications for National As-
sembly seats and 74,274 for
provincial assembly posts in
Punjab alone.

Balochistan follows with
5,758 applications for National
Assembly seats and 60,550 for
provincial assembly seats.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa con-
tributes significantly, with
72,769 applications for National

Assembly and 81,281 for Pro-
vincial Assembly. Meanwhile,
Sindh reports 24,420 applica-
tions for National Assembly
seats and 26,649 for provincial
assembly ballots.

The Election Commission,
gearing up for the scheduled
general elections on February
8, underscores the democratic
spirit as preparations enter the
final stages. The printing of
ballot papers is well underway.

The postal ballot process,
initiated by the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan, began a
few days ago. Eligible voters,
including government employ-

ees on duty away from their
constituencies and incarcer-
ated individuals, were directed
to complete the voting process
by January 22. Application
forms for postal ballots are
available for download on the
Election Commission's
website. The provision extends
to government employees and
their families, ensuring access
to voting for those outside their
constituencies on election day.
Notably, prisoners and individu-
als facing various charges are
also eligible to cast their votes
through the postal ballot sys-
tem.

LAHORE/DG KHAN (INP):
Pneumonia continues to take
a heavy toll on children as 12
kids reportedly died during the
last 24 hours across Punjab on
Friday, taking the total number
of deaths to 220 since Jan 1.

The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) issued a
public advisory, cautioning in-
dividuals about the proliferation
of fake calls on WhatsApp.

In an official statement,
the ECP advised individuals
who receive suspicious calls or
messages purporting to be
from senior officers of the ECP
or any other high-ranking ECP
official to verify the authentic-
ity through a landline by directly
contacting the official of the
ECP.

“There have been reports
of a series of fake calls and
messages impersonating the
Chief Election Commissioner,”
it said.

Moreover, the advisory
was extended to the ECP’s
own members, including dis-
trict returning officers (DROs)
and returning officers (ROs).

The ECP emphasized that
these members should refrain
from taking any action on calls
or messages until they have
been thoroughly verified by the
Chief Election Commissioner’s
staff officer.

The ECP urged the entire
election staff, including DROs
and ROs, to strictly adhere to
these guidelines and avoid im-
mediate action on calls or mes-

sages until complete verifica-
tion.

Meanwhile, an election
candidate could not display pic-
ture of a government official
on posters, banners and hand
bills, ECP sources said.

According to sources, the
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) in a circular to pro-
vincial election commissioners
prohibited printing of picture of
a government officer on post-
ers, banners and handbills of
an election candidate.

The ECP has directed in
circular to take action against
the candidates using govern-
ment officers’ pictures.

 “It will be violation of
clause 27 of the election code
of conduct”.

Fog continues to affect flight op-
erations in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): Dense
fog in Punjab continued to dis-
rupt countrywide flight opera-
tions on Friday.

As per details, 24 flights
were cancelled and four were
diverted from their actual place
of landing due to dense fog.

Islamabad and Lahore-
bound flights from Damam
were diverted to Lahore air-
port. Pakistan International Air-
lines’ PK-240 flight coming
from Kuwait City to
Islamabad, landed at Lahore
airport.

Two Jeddah-bound flights
from Islamabad were can-
celled due to dense fog.

Furthermore, ER702, PK-

233 and PF-735 international
flights to Dubai and Muscat
were also cancelled. Four
Gilgit-bound flights PK-601,
PK-602, PK-605 and PK-606
from Islamabad were also can-
celled.

Two PIA flights to Sukkur
from Karachi airport were also
cancelled due to foggy
weather.

The dense fog has blan-
keted parts of Pakistan espe-
cially Punjab, disrupting air, rail
and road traffic.

Different sections of the
motorway have been tempo-
rarily closed due to dense fog.

According to National
Highways and Motorway Po-

lice, the closed sections include:
M-1 from Rashakai to

Peshawar toll plaza.
M-2 from Babu Sabu to

Thokar Niaz Baig and Thokar
Niaz Baig to Farooqabad.

M-3 from Faizpur to
Rajanah.

M-4 from Gojra to
Faisalabad and Pindi Bhattian
to Faisalabad.

M-11 from Mehmood
Booti toll plaza to Kala Shah
Kaku toll plaza.

Commuters have been ad-
vised to make their travel plans
after getting latest updates from
National Highway and
Motorway helpline 130 and its
social media platforms.

QUETTA: In the presence of Balochistan Governor Malak Abdul Wali Khan Kakar, a Memorandum of
Understanding is being signed between BUITEMS University and BRSP.

Quetta: Provincial Minister of Local Government Sheikh Mahmood Al Hassan, is meeting with Care-
taker Provincial Health Minister Dr. Amir Mohammad Khan Jogizai.

MASTUNG: Chief Executive Officer of Shaheed Nawab Ghous Bakhsh Raisani Memorial Hospital in
Mastung, Dr. Saeed Ahmed Mirwani, is presiding over the meeting organized by the hospital regard-
ing the proposed arrangements during the general elections.

SIBI: Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki speaking at the inaugura-
tion ceremony of DH Buzfree Lance Training Program.

ECP grants magisterial authority to
DROs, ROs

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) has delegated the
powers of a first-class magis-
trate to District Returning Of-
ficers (DROs) and Returning
Officers (ROs) to ensure the
seamless execution of the gen-
eral elections 2024.

According to the ECP no-
tification released on Friday,
magisterial powers were con-
ferred upon,

District Returning Officers
(DROs) and Returning Offic-
ers (ROs) in accordance with
Section 193 of the Election Act
2017.

These powers can be uti-
lized by ROs and DROs dur-
ing the general elections for na-
tional and provincial assemblies
in Punjab, Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and Balochistan
until the official announcement

of final results for the candi-
dates.

Returning Officers (ROs)
and District Returning Offic-
ers (DROs) have the author-
ity to initiate action against can-
didates who breach the code
of conduct prescribed by the
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP).

The aforesaid officers will
exercise the powers of the
Magistrate first class in re-
spect of the offences defined
in Sections 169 and 171 and
take cognizance of any such
offence under Section 190 of
the code of criminal procedure
and shall try it summarily un-
der Chapter XX of the code.

A day earlier, the Federal
cabinet issued an official noti-
fication regarding the deploy-
ment of Pakistan Army’s per-
sonnel across Pakistan to per-

form duties at sensitive con-
stituencies and polling stations
during the general election
2024.

“Under Article 245 of the
Constitution, the army will be
deployed across the country,”
the notification stated.

The notification further
stated that the military person-
nel – deployed outside sensi-
tive polling stations from Feb
05 till Feb 10 – will serve as a
quick response force.

The notification mentioned
that the deployment of Army
personnel will play a major role
in the transparent and peace-
ful polling process.

 The notification further
added that the Civil Armed
Forces will also be stationed at
the Printing Corporation of Pa-
kistan and the Pakistan Post
Foundation.


