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Balochistan CM Expresses Concerns as NHA
Progress Lags Behind Schedule

Manan Mandokhail:
QUETTA: Caretaker

Chief Minister Balochistan, Ali
Mardan Domki has expressed
concern as the National High-
way Authority (NHA) progress
laged behind the scheduled
compeltion of development
projects in the province.

 During his fourth visit to
ongoing development commu-
nication projects under the
Quetta Development Package,
Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki
conducted a comprehensive
review.

The caretaker Chief Min-
ister focused on projects such
as Spini Road, Saryab Road,
Link Badini Road, Radio
Tower Road, Western Bypass,
and Inscumb Road on Thurs-
day.

Project Director QDP,
alongside officials from the
National Highway Authority
(NHA) and National Logistics
Cell (NLC), briefed the Chief
Minister. Notably, the release
of sanctioned funds for these
projects has been expedited,
with assurance from the
Project Director that work is
progressing at an accelerated
pace.
No Compromise On

Quality
While the Chief Minister

once completed, is expected to
alleviate traffic problems in the
city center significantly. The
caretaker Chief Minister ex-
pressed optimism about the
proposed special traffic polic-
ing under the project to regu-
late traffic effectively.

To ensure continuous
monitoring, the Chief Minister
instructed the CM Secretariat
to stay informed about project
progress.

  He affirmed his commit-
ment to reviewing all work un-
til project completion, urging the
identification and rectification
of any mistakes.

expressed satisfaction with the
speed of work, he noted con-
cerns about the slow pace of
affairs at the NHA and in-
structed officials to expedite the
process.

The caretaker Chief Min-
ister emphasized that there
would be no compromise on
quality, urging completion of all
projects to high standards.

Addressing concerns on
Sabzal Road, the Chief Minis-
ter instructed the P&D Depart-
ment, Project Director QDP,
and

NLC officials to collabo-
rate in finding solutions to con-

troversial issues hindering
progress.

No Delays Or Ex-
cuses Would Be

Tolerated In Road
Construction

The caretaker Chief Min-
ister asserted that despite the
release of funds, no delays or
excuses would be tolerated in
road construction.

He instructed the NHA to
provide written information
about the final completion
dates within one week.

The Scam Road project,

Govt Acts Swiftly: 7 Stone-Crushing Plants
Sealed After Quetta Voice Report

Syed Ali Shah:
QUETTA: In response to

a compelling report from Daily
Quetta Voice, the government
has taken decisive measures to
address environmental con-
cerns by sealing seven stone-
crushing plants in the region.
The report highlighted the det-
rimental impact of these opera-
tions on the local environment,
prompting swift action from
authorities. “Yes, we have
sealed 7 stone-crushing plants”,
the Commissioner Quetta Di-
vision, Hamza Shafqaat told
this scribe.

The Commissioner, how-
ever, explained that the admin-
istration did not seal four stone-
crushing plants because of
some legal issues.
Authorities Aim To
Mitigate The Ad-
verse Effects Of
Crushing Plants
The move comes as part

of the government’s commit-
ment to environmental conser-
vation and sustainable devel-
opment. By closing down these
stone-crushing plants, the au-
thorities aim to mitigate the
adverse effects on air and
water quality, as well as pro-
tect the overall well-being of

the community.
Quetta Voice’s Re-
port Prompted The

Authorities
This proactive response

underscores the importance of
citizen journalism and the role
it plays in holding industries
accountable for their environ-
mental footprint. Quetta
Voice’s report served as a
catalyst for immediate govern-
mental intervention, showcas-
ing the power of community-
driven advocacy in shaping
policy decisions.

The closure of these plants
aligns with the government’s
broader agenda to promote re-
sponsible industrial practices.
Officials have also signaled a
commitment to implementing

stricter regulations and moni-
toring mechanisms to prevent
similar environmental hazards
in the future.
Such Instances Em-
phasize The Critical

Role Of Media
The collaborative efforts

between the government and
grassroots initiatives like
Quetta Voice highlight the sig-
nificance of public awareness
and engagement in fostering
positive change. As the authori-
ties work towards enhancing
environmental sustainability,
such instances emphasize the
critical role that media and citi-
zen reporting play in driving
policy adjustments for the
greater good of the commu-
nity.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Ali Mardan Domki being briefed about Quetta Development Package

Sardar Akhtar
Mengal’s Triple

Election Run
Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: In
Balochistan, Sardar Akhtar
Jan Mengal is gearing up for a
unique political challenge. The
chief of the Balochistan Na-
tional Party has completed his
nomination papers to run in
not one, but three constituen-
cies – Wadh, Qalat Mastung,
and Quetta Saryab.

With a commitment to
represent diverse voices,
Sardar Akhtar is ready to
navigate the complex electoral
landscape.

As the elections ap-
proach, Balochistan antici-
pates a significant political
shift, and Sardar Akhtar Jan
Mengal stands at the forefront,
aiming for victory on three
fronts.

Balochistan Govt’s Bold Ex-
pedition, Guiding Thousands
to Global Career Triumphs

Quetta Voice Special Report:

QUETTA: In a
groundbreaking move aimed at
enhancing opportunities for the
youth, Balochistan’s Caretaker
Finance Minister, Amjad
Rashid, revealed on Thursday
the government’s ambitious
plan to send thousands of
young individuals abroad to
capitalize on employment pros-
pects. In an exclusive inter-
view with Daily Quetta Voice,
Minister Rashid disclosed that
over 12,000 youth have al-
ready enrolled in the Prime
Minister’s skill development
program.
PM Skills Development
Program Launched In

Balochistan
The minister emphasized

that the primary objective is to
elevate the living standards of
the youth while fostering eco-
nomic growth through remit-
tances sent back to Pakistan.
He underscored the joint com-
mitment of the Balochistan and
federal governments to create
new avenues of employment
for the province’s unemployed
population.
Korea, Europe, and
the Middle East The

Best Destination
Minister Amjad Rashid ar-

ticulated the global demand for
Pakistani manpower, citing re-
gions such as Korea, Europe,
and the Middle East. However,
he stressed the importance of
ensuring that the youth possess
the necessary skills and train-
ing to meet the escalating de-
mands of the international job
market. “We aspire to equip
every aspiring individual with
the skills required to secure the
best jobs abroad,” Rashid as-
serted.
Youth To Contribute
Significantly To The
National Economy

This strategic initiative
aligns with the government’s
vision to not only address un-
employment but also contrib-
ute significantly to the national
economy through the export of
skilled labor. As the program
progresses, it is anticipated to
empower a new generation of
skilled professionals, fostering
economic prosperity and el-
evating Pakistan’s standing in
the international arena.

BHC Directs Swift Action on
Urban Development, Transpor-

tation Projects
News Desk:

QUETTA:  In a recent hear-
ing at the Balochistan High Court,
Mr. Justice Kamran Khan
Malakhail and Mr. Justice Shaukat
Ali Rakhshani addressed a con-
stitutional petition filed by Jalila
Haider, a well-known lawyer. Dur-
ing the proceedings, it was re-
vealed that the Chief Secretary’s
office had appointed the Secre-
tary of the Urban Planning and
Development Department as the
focal person, as indicated in a let-
ter. No outdated buses should be
on the roads of Quetta, Mr. Jus-
tice Kamran Khan Malakhail di-
rected the concerned authorities.

The bench thoroughly heard
transport, construction of roads,
and other issues relating to the
provincial capital. The court di-
rected the Secretary to ensure the
court orders’ implementation and
warned of personal appearance in
case of non-compliance. The Ad-
ditional Attorney General assured
thorough compliance efforts.

Provision Of 12
Additional Greens
Buses Under Con-

sideration
The Managing Director of

the Balochistan Mass Transit Au-

thority (BMTA) submitted a re-
port stating the government’s de-
cision to acquire 12 additional
green buses, with a proposal for
100 buses under consideration.
The court suggested a reevalua-
tion of the ‘Metro Bus Service
Project.’ The Commissioner of
Quetta Division reported actions
taken to survey and remove traf-
fic-obstructing stands. The Re-
gional Transport Authority
planned to outsource a parking
plaza and revise prices.

Concerning the long-route
bus terminal relocation, the Quetta
Development Authority (QDA)
was advised to reduce the reserve
price, pending approval by the
QDA governing body. The court
noted the absence of a governing
meeting due to the Chairman’s un-
availability.  The proceedings con-
clude with ongoing efforts to ad-
dress traffic and public transpor-
tation challenges in the region.

Single day’s delay in holding polls be-
yond 90-day limit ‘most grave’ constitu-

tional violation: Justice Minallah
ISLAMABAD: Justice Athar

Minallah on Thursday said that
even a single day’s delay in hold-
ing general elections beyond the
90-day timeframe was “the most
grave violation of the Constitu-
tion”.

He made the remarks in an
additional note penned in connec-
tion with the election date case.
Earlier this month, a three-judge
bench comprising Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa, Justice
Aminuddin Khan and Justice
Minallah had heard a set of peti-
tions calling for holding elections
within 90 days after the dissolu-
tion of the National Assembly and
the provincial legislatures.

The court had then directed
the Election Commission of Paki-
stan to confer with President Dr
Arif Alvi on the poll date. Subse-
quently, after months of dilly-dal-
lying on the issue, the ECP agreed
to hold general elections in the
country on Feb 8. Since the Na-
tional Assembly was dissolved

three days before the end of its
constitutional term, Article 224 of
the Constitution mandates that
elections be held within 90 days
of the dissolution, which was
November 7.

But at the same time, Section
17(2) of the Elections Act states
that “the commission shall delimit
constituencies after every census
is officially published”. The ECP
had ruled out polls this year cit-
ing the need for fresh delimitation
of constituencies after the ap-
proval of the 2023 digital census.

In a 41-page additional note,
a copy of which is available with
Dawn.com, Justice Minallah said,
“Delay of a single day in holding
the general elections beyond the
expressly provided time frame i.e
90 days is the most grave viola-
tion of the Constitution and de-
nial of constitutional rights of the
people. “It amounts to a suspen-
sion of the Constitution because
it breaches its foundation prin-
ciple. NEWS DESK
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Foreign trade debate
By Miftah Ismail:

THERE is a debate in
Pakistan on the foreign
trade strategy we should
pursue: export promo-
tion, or import substitu-
tion? In much of the
world, especially South-
east Asia, the debate has
been won by export pro-
motion to spectacular
effect. We, however, are
still confused, trying to
carry out the best of
both strategies and end-
ing up with the worst of
both.

Import substitution
is a strategy that seeks
to substitute imported
goods with domestic
production. Take, for ex-
ample, cars. In the 1980s,
our government, while
keeping higher duties on
imported cars, reduced
duties on components
such as engines, trans-
missions, windshields,
etc, so that firms that as-
sembled cars here could
get a domestic market
protected from foreign
competition through this
duty differential.

This tariff protec-
tion, paid by consumers
through higher prices,
was justified by the ar-
gument that this was an
‘infant industry’ and the
small local market didn’t
allow companies to
quickly reach the pro-
duction scale needed for
global competitiveness.

Three decades later,
infant-industry protec-
tion continues, we have
excellent local cars from
several international
brands but they remain
expensive and the mar-
ket remains small. Both
customs duty on parts
— which is quite high —

and domestic protection
through prohibitively
high duties on foreign
cars, have kept prices
high. Moreover, the auto
market and firms remain
small and therefore inef-
ficient and
uncompetitive.

There are, of course,
certain advantages to the
import substitution
model.

We have now devel-
oped a vibrant engineer-
ing and vendor industry,
the auto industry pro-
vides many jobs, we save
foreign exchange com-
pared to importing built-
up cars and collect con-
siderable taxes.

The downside is
that we still have to im-
port a lot of auto compo-
nents and we have al-
most no exports from this
sector, so it is still a drain
on our foreign exchange
reserves. If every indus-
try were like that, substi-
tuting imports but export-
ing nothing, we’d have
no dollars to pay for the
raw materials for any in-
dustry.

I have given the ex-
ample of cars but the ef-
fect of protecting markets
from competition is the
same, whether it’s air
conditioners, shampoos,
candies, or any other
good. By imposing tariffs
to protect manufacturers
catering to domestic con-
sumers, we let companies
remain small and ineffi-
cient and not able to ex-
port their wares. This is
an important reason why
Pakistan has such low
exports. Export promo-
tion, on the other hand,
is a strategy that makes
manufacturers better off

selling to foreign cus-
tomers than local ones.
This is done through
policies that favour ex-
porters with cheap
credit, lower taxes, etc.

East Asian coun-
tries have used this strat-
egy to achieve impres-
sive growth, but even
though  Pakistan has
also offered many of the
same incentives, we
have not been able to
increase exports.

The reason is that
by pursuing both these
stra-tegies simulta-
neously, we just end up
increasing the cost of
doing business for all
manufacturers, which
renders our industry nei-
ther competitive in ex-
ports nor in substituting
imports.

Of course, this isn’t
the only factor holding
back exports; there are
others as well. For in-
stance: non-reliable and
expensive provision of
energy; periodically
overvalued rupee; and
law and order issues that
prevent foreign buyers
from visiting Pakistan.
But here I want to dis-
cuss how, by pursuing
both import substitution
and export promotion si-
multaneously, we mess
things up.

Consider a zipper
manufacturer that has to
import various metals,
say at five per cent duty,
to produce zippers. He
will typically go to the
government and request
that it impose a 15pc
duty on the imports of
zippers so he can com-
pete with larger foreign
manufacturers. Even as-
suming that the Paki-

stani zipper has no qual-
ity issues and is avail-
able in all varieties, our
garment exporters will
quickly run to the gov-
ernment and say they
can’t afford to buy the
more expensive Paki-
stani zippers or pay 15pc
duty on imported zippers
as they have to compete
in the international mar-
ket.

So the government
allows them to import
duty-free imported zip-
pers that are then re-ex-
ported as part of a gar-
ment. As a result, Paki-
stani exporters still have
to buy imported zippers
and pay for freight (and
hence be at a disadvan-
tage to their international
competitors) while the
local zipper manufac-
turer will remain small
and inefficient. Rather
than win-win, we end up
with lose-lose.

Our Ministry of
Commerce over the
years has tried to have
an export promotion
strategy, but the problem
is that more than half of
our tax revenues come
from the ports — in the
shape of customs duty,
sales tax and withhold-
ing tax. And much of the
remaining sales tax is
also collected because
the government knows
who has imported raw
materials and therefore
those manufacturers
have to pay sales tax on
goods. So our entire tax
system depends on us
collecting taxes from im-
ports and therefore the
import substitution
strategy is not pursued
because we want to but
because we have to.

So, how do we get
our exports to finally in-
crease? While our textile
industry has done well in
spite of mills having to
import cotton, not get-
ting gas (in Punjab) and
buying expensive land
and water (Karachi), tex-
tile cannot be the only
industry that exports.

We must diversify.
We have, over the years,
given a lot of benefits to
exporters, such as cheap
loans. And yet, we have
seen these incentives not
result in increased ex-
ports. (One recent World
Bank study has con-
firmed that export refi-
nancing has had little ef-
fect on increasing ex-
ports). What we need
now is tough love.

We need to convert
the 10pc supertax on all
companies to those that
have zero exports and re-
duce that tax to zero as
companies increase their
share of exports.

Similarly, we need
concerted moral suasion
on our large business
houses to get into non-
textile export businesses
and only allow new fac-
tories that generate at
least 25pc of their sales
from exports.

Finally, there should
be a policy, for a few
years, of ‘eat what you
hunt’ with foreign ex-
change, whereby indus-
tries that are large import-
ers and have a protected
domestic market should
be asked to, over time,
generate at least an equal
amount of exports. In
short, we need to relent-
lessly focus on exports,
whether in agriculture or
industry.

When the pie shrinks
By Khurram Husain:

THE state, the
economy and the people
pull the resource enve-
lope of the country in
different directions. This
is especially the case
when periods of macro-
economic adjustments
get going, meaning
when an IMF programme
is being implemented.

The state needs
revenue. The economy
requires liquidity. The
people want incomes.
Each of these can come
from different sources,
and they are finite.
When the economy is
growing, these re-
sources grow in tandem
and, for a moment, it
seems as if everybody is
getting what they want.

These are the feel-
good years. But when
the growth stops, a tug-
of-war ensues between
the state, big business
and ‘the people’ to se-
cure their respective
shares of the pie.

Each episode of ad-
justment looks substan-
tially the same, but dif-
ferences of detail do
emerge. Growth stalls,
interest rates rise, the
currency is  devalued,
utility prices rise, taxes
are applied. But look at
where the resources flow
during these times, and
you’ll get a better idea of
who is getting how

much when the pie
shrinks.

An episode of ad-
justment began in July
this year, when the coun-
try signed onto its latest
IMF Stand-by Arrange-
ment, and its first review
just ended successfully.
Now look closely at
where the resources
have gone during these
months. Banks declared
record-high profits all
year.

Between July and
September of the year,
the whole corporate sec-
tor saw the “highest-ever
quarterly earnings” (post
tax) according to a report
put out by Topline Secu-
rities. Listed companies
raked in Rs417 billion in
post-tax profits in these
months, of which
Rs149bn were taken by
the banks alone.

Make sure you un-
derstand this before
moving on. Banks took
in more than one-third of
the total profits of all
listed companies in the
first three months since
the IMF programme be-
gan.

All sectors in the
listed companies’ uni-
verse saw their quarterly
profits rise in the same
period, even if by vary-
ing amounts. Cement,
fertiliser and automobiles
saw the highest quar-
terly profits they have

made in  almost two
years.

Each sector paid
out a rich harvest of divi-
dends to their share-
holders. According to
the same report, Rs97bn
were paid out in divi-
dends, of which Rs51bn
was by banks alone. The
amount was higher by 13
per cent from the same
period last year. A small
number of people were
made very rich in these
months.

At the same time,
small and medium enter-
prises issued SOS calls
for survival. After all,
these are months in
which demand in the
economy is collapsing,
large-scale manufactur-
ing is registering near
zero growth, high inter-
est rates are weighing
on debt service costs of
corporates, and the state
is thirsting for revenue.

Partially out of this
thirst, the government
imposed a ‘windfall tax’
on the banks for the out-
size profits they made
last year on their foreign
currency dealings, aim-
ing to capture up to
Rs58bn of these bank-
ing sector profits for it-
self, according to calcu-
lations presented by Arif
Habib Ltd.

In two years, the
banks raked in close to
Rs145bn foreign ex-

change income, so the
government seems to be
capturing a fairly large
chunk of this for itself
through this (suppos-
edly) one-off tax levied
earlier in November.

Meanwhile the
government’s tax rev-
enue collection recorded
an increase of 24pc from
the same quarter last
year. Much of this was
due to inflation. A small
amount would be due to
nominal GDP growth.
Suffice it to say, the IMF
was left deeply satisfied
with the fiscal perfor-
mance in the first quar-
ter.

The primary bal-
ance registered a surplus
of 0.4pc of GDP (which
sounds small but is ac-
tually quite large), and it
is possible the govern-
ment may have over-per-
formed on the fiscal side
compared to the quar-
terly targets set in the
programme.

So business is shut-
ting down. Imports con-
tinue to face restrictions,
which is what accounts
for the current account
deficit shrinking so rap-
idly — as always hap-
pens in the first few
months of an IMF
programme. Small and
medium size businesses
are on the verge of shut-
ting down.

Confidence in the

economy, according to a
recent survey by Ipsos,
is near rock bottom, with
nine out of 10 people
surveyed saying the
economy is moving in the
wrong direction.

Yet big business is
raking in profits  and
dishing out the divi-
dends. Government is
getting its revenues,
slashing its expendi-
tures, and jumping all the
hoops set for it by the
IMF programme in what
is without doubt the
smoothest IMF review
we have had since 2019.
So the question is, who
exactly is suffering here?
Why does confidence
still remain so low?

The answer is
simple. The poor, the
working poor, the sala-
ried classes are all suf-
fering. Their incomes
have not moved in tan-
dem with inflation, nor
with devaluation. Their
savings have eroded.
Their costs are seeing
one shock after another,
with an unending series
of utility price hikes. The
latest of these shocks is
set to land on their door-
steps when their gas bills
arrive. It is hard to say
whether unemployment
is increasing because we
don’t have a reliable, re-
cent data point, but it is
safe to assume it is cer-
tainly not falling.

Gaza and IHL
By Syed Sheheryar Raza Zaidi:

AT the end of World
War II, the Allied Pow-
ers decided to set up an
International Military
Tribunal under the Lon-
don Charter at
Nuremberg and later To-
kyo to try the war perpe-
trators of Nazi Germany
and imperial Japan. At
these trials, there were
three primary categories
of crimes under which
the high-ranking perpe-
trators were to be tried:
‘crimes against peace’,
‘war crimes’ and ‘crimes
against humanity’.

While conventional
‘war crimes’ were deter-
mined to be violations of
the international laws of
war existing at the time,
‘crimes against peace’
and ‘crimes against hu-
manity’  were given
greater meaning.

‘Crimes against
peace’ in the London
Charter categorised acts
of “planning, prepara-
tion, initiation or waging
of a war of aggression or
war in violation of inter-
national treaties, agree-
ments or assurances”.

Similarly, ‘crimes
against humanity’
categorised acts of “mur-
der, extermination, en-
slavement, deportation
and other inhumane acts
committed against any
civilian population, be-
fore or during the war, or
persecutions on politi-
cal, racial or religious
grounds…”.

It was at this time
that the developed world
realised that the existing
laws governing conflict

were inadequate for ca-
tering to the horrors
they had witnessed.
Thus, numerous laws,
one after the other, gov-
erning international con-
flict were introduced.
They were commonly
referred to as ‘Interna-
tional Humanitarian
Law’.

The stated purpose
of IHL is to determine,
even in times of armed
conflict, what can and
cannot be done, with the
primary emphasis on
protecting civilians,
paramedics, children and
non-combatants.

These laws, meant
to regulate international
armed conflict, at least
on paper, are applicable
to the horrors being in-
flicted on the Palestinian
people in Gaza.

 Israel, the aggres-
sor in the conflict, is a
signatory to or has rati-
fied 21 laws forming part
of the IHL.

Among these are
the Geneva Convention
on Civilians, the Con-
vention on the Rights of
the Child, the Geneva
Convention on Prison-
ers of War, the Optional
Protocol on the Involve-
ment of Children in
Armed Conflict, the
Convention on Certain
Conventional Weapons,
the Chemical Weapons
Convention, the Hague
Protocol on the Protec-
tion of Cultural Property,
and the Convention on
Prevention and Punish-
ment of Genocide.

These laws make it
mandatory for Israel to

ensure protection of ci-
vilians, specifically chil-
dren.

They require coun-
tries en--ga--ging in
armed conflict to ensure
that paramedics are pro-
tected, hospitals are safe-
guarded against aggres-
sion and cultu-ral prop-
erty preserved in  the
midst of war.

Contrast that with
the images of death, de-
struction and despair
coming out of Gaza. Re-
ports from Gaza confirm
that Israel has systemati-
cally bombed all of
Gaza’s hospitals and put
them out of order by kill-
ing hundreds of selfless
doctors, nurses and para-
medic staff.

It has also bombed
one of the oldest
churches in Gaza, killing
tens of people seeking
refuge in it.

Add to that the long
list of targeted, hostile
and despicable killings
of civilians, including in-
nocent children, journal-
ists and rescue workers,
and we have a country
deliberately  violating
IHL with impunity.

Israel has ratified the
Convention on Preven-
tion and Punishment of
Genocide. This law de-
fines ‘genocide’ as an
attempt to kill, or cause
serious physical or men-
tal harm to members of a
group, and inflict “con-
ditions of life calculated
to bring about [a group’s]
physical destruction”,
and “imposing measures
intended to prevent
births within a group”.

Eight lives short
By F.S. Aijazuddin:

“WHENEVER an elder
dies, a library burns
down.” When Dr B.N.
Goswamy (India’s pre-
eminent art historian)
died and was cremated
on Nov 17 in
Chandigarh, a second
Library of Alexandria was
burnt with him.

A humanist of pro-
found learning, he could
produce tomes of unim-
peachable erudition at
the drop of an idea. Who
else but a scholar with
his radial knowledge
could have written au-
thoritative works  on
Pahari painters, Sikh de-
votional art, Indian tex-
tiles, Cutch painting,
South Indian bronzes,
pichwais or temple hang-
ings, or catalogued im-
portant Indian art collec-

tions within India and
abroad?

Brijen Goswamy
was born on Aug 15,
1933, in Sargodha. He
rarely spoke of this un-
likely cradle of his tal-
ents. Even when he vis-
ited Pakistan for the first
and only time in 2016, he
never expressed a desire
to visit his birthplace,
unlike Khushwant
Singh, for whom Hadali
(near Sargodha) was an-
other Bethlehem.

Brijen began his ca-
reer as a member of the
Indian Administrative
Service in 1956. He re-
signed in  1958 and
joined his alma ma--ter,
Punjab University
Chandigarh, where in
1961 he obtained his
doctorate in  Pahari
painting. His examiners

were British — A.L.
Basham and W.G. Archer,
an indication of how
sparse home-grown In-
dian scholars were then.

Bill Archer from
London and Dr M.S.
Randhawa in
Chandigarh had the
strongest impact on
Brijen’s studies and ca-
reer. Investigations by
them into the work, ge-
nealogies and migrations
of little-known painters in
the Pahari hill states
(now part of Himachal
Pradesh) had expanded
the public’s understand-
ing of this unique genre
of painting, known once
generically as Kangra
painting. Brijen’s doc-
toral thesis matured into
a seminal essay — Pahari
Painting: the Family as
the Basis of Style,

publishedin Marg maga-
zine in 1968. In it, he pro-
posed more than an al-
ternative approach to art
investigation: he offered
a new catechism.

Until then, as
Marg’s editor Mulk Raj
Anand wrote in his intro-
duction: “Two tenden-
cies have […] dominated
the field of criticism: one
obvious manner of ap-
proach has been to
analyse the various
styles in relation to each
other; while the second,
more tentative, method
has been to discover the
artists behind the ano-
nymity, through gene-
alogies and slowly build
up possible ascriptions
of certain pictures and
manuscript illustrations
to individual painters on
grounds of style.” Brijen

intended to do just that.
He argued: “The studies
of Pahari painting may
become more meaningful
if the styles within it are
identified and isolated
from each other not ex-
clusively on the basis of
geo--graphy or region,
but with reference to the
kalams or distinctive
styles of the known art-
ist-families in the hills of
the Punjab.” “Classifica-
tions of styles or idioms
by stat--es (like Basohli,
Chamba, Guler, Kangra,
Nur---pur, etc.) some-
times attaches exagger-
ated importance to politi-
cal barriers, which in fact
were very fluid […] and
did not take into account
the migrations of artists.”

Brijen discovered
clues about these
mo--vements in bahis

maintained by the
pandits at Hardwar, in
which notations were
made by generations of
artists who brought the
ashes of their relatives or
patrons for im--mersion
in the Ganges. For sty-
listic evidence, he used
Pahari paintings in the
Chandigarh Museum. It
contained a third of the
pre-1947 Lahore Mu-
seum collection.

In 1966, I catalogued
the remaining (over 500)
paintings in Lahore. I
was confronted by a co-
nundrum. Should I fol-
low a state-wise classifi-
cation as Bill Archer had
done, or use Brijen’s in-
novative attribution to
individual artists and
their families? Publish-
ing imperati-ves forced
me to follow Bill’s prece-

dent, esp---ec-ially after
he endorsed my book as
“an indispensable
seq-uel and comple-
ment” to his own two-
volume Indian Paintings
from the Punjab Hills
(1973). My book ap-
peared in 1977.

After years of cor-
respondence, Brijen and
I met for the first time in
Los Angeles in 1977.
Since then, we lectured
together in London and
Kasauli, and hosted
each other in our homes
in Chandigarh and
Lahore. Our shared inter-
ests rendered our friend-
ship borderless. I mar-
velled at his output, par-
ticularly his Pahari Mas-
ters (1992) and mono-
graphs on Nainsukh of
Guler (1997) and
Nainsukh’s elder brother

Manaku of Guler (2017).
Brijen’s achievements
were commemorated in
2013 in an 80th birthday
Festschrift — Indian
Painting — to which 40
admirers (including my-
self) contributed essays.

His final book, The
Indian Cat: Stories,
Paintings, Poetry, and
Proverbs, appeared just
before his death. Using
cats as a leitmotif, Brijen
interwove ancient texts
and modern literature
with poems by Mir Taqi
Mir, Mirza Ghalib, Iqbal,
even Vikram Seth. It is an
intimate, personal tribute
to friendly felines,
blessed with nine lives.

Brijen filled his first
90 year-long life to the
brim. He deserved eight
more to demonstrate the
gamut of his genius.

Funds lapse in financially-
starved Balochistan

Editorial :
Lapsing of funds is a common phenomenon in the financially-starved
Balochistan. The former provincial health minister, Syed Ehsan Shah re-
vealed a bitter reality that his department lapsed Rs.7 billions allocated for
the purchase of medicines and equipment for government hospitals.

This exposed the poor political commitment coupled with bad gover-
nance and incompetent officers in Balochistan, which is already lagging
behind other provinces in terms of key social indicators.

Hospitals without medicines for last three months in Balochistan
Government-run hospitals in Quetta, the provincial capital have been

without medicines for the last three months. This compounded the prob-
lems of deserving and needy patients knocking the doors of government
hospitals.

Since the elites can afford to go to Karachi for medical treatment. So
the deserving and needy patients remained the worst sufferers of this
incompetency of the government in general and the health department in
particular.

Angioplasty and Angiography machines out of order for the
last two and half years in BMC

Look at the irony, the angiography and angioplasty machines are out
of order at the Baluchistan’s largest government-run hospital i.e. Bolan
Medical Complex (BMC) hospital for the last two and half years. This
daily has repeatedly reported the out of order machines. Unfortunately,
the reports are falling on deaf ears.

The BMC administration cites lack of funds as the underlying reason
behind the non repair of machines.

Rs.7 billions lapsed in health department Balochistan
This is strange, on one hand Rs.7 billions are lapsed by the depart-

ment, on the other hand, the same department complaints about lack of
funds for the repair of two machines in BMC.

Simply, this is unacceptable and an investigation conducted by this
daily suggests the machines are deliberately made out of order to force
the patients towards private clinics and hospitals.

Provincial government should put its own house in order prior
to criticism of Islamabad

From the province’s chief minister to a section officer everyone speaks
about the financial crisis, currently. Blaming Islamabad for the all ills of
the province has been the hallmark of all political leaders from govern-
ment to opposition. However, they are yet to put their own house in order
and ensure financial discipline in this resources-starved province of the
country.
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Punjab CM reviews arrangements, renova-
tion of Langar Khana at Data Darbar

PSDE Conference concludes, papers on
diverse topics presented on final day

MULTAN (INP): The
37th annual general meet-
ing (AGM) and Confer-
ence of the Pakistan So-
ciety of Development
Economists (PSDE) on
“Breaking the Aid-Debt
Chains” hosted by the
Pakistan Institute of De-
velopment Economics
(PIDE), in collaboration
with Bahauddin Zakariya
University, Multan con-
cluded on Thursday.

Researchers from
different parts of coun-
try presented several
papers on diverse topics
during the parallel tech-
nical session of the final
day of the Conference.
The topics of the papers
included the lifetime cost
of public sector employ-
ees, PSDP, public finan-
cial management, remit-
tances, debt threat, and
gender, among others.

The special lecture
on “Fiscal Management
for the Revival of the
Economy” was delivered
by Faisal Rashid of the
Oxford Policy Manage-
ment. Faisal Rashid be-
gan his lecture by say-
ing that the current pe-
riod is the most challeng-
ing period for Pakistan’s
economy. He said that
Pakistan has developed
a major debt reliance to
finance its high fiscal
deficit as revenues con-
tinue to remain inad-
equate compared to the
ever-increasing expendi-
tures. The tax-GDP ratio
remains low, while leak-
ages in the energy sec-
tor have increased circu-
lar debt to unsustainable
levels. Further, the pen-

sion schemes continue
becoming unaffordable
for the federal govern-
ment, while the federal
government continues
to overburden itself by
undertaking develop-
ment projects of even the
devolved subjects.

In this scenario, it is
important to think of the
possible options that
Pakistan has to solve
these problems. In the
short to medium term,
there is no doubt that
Pakistan needs to turn
towards the IMF for sup-
port. A typical IMF pro-
gram requires countries
to focus on reducing fis-
cal deficits, and employ
tight monetary policy,
while in recent years the
IMF has pressed Paki-
stan to reform its state-
owned enterprises’ gov-
ernance and energy sec-
tors on a priority basis.

Faisal Rashid said
that in the medium to
long term, Pakistan needs
to develop an economic
reform plan.

 There must be a fo-
cus on increasing rev-
enue through additional
untapped sectors, while
the energy sector needs
immediate reformation
too. DISCOs must be
privatized, while efforts
must be made to minimize
transmission and distri-
bution losses. The SOEs
are the white elephants
that need immediate re-
form efforts as well to
have a meaningful impact
in the long term.

He also said that
pensions are also a ma-
jor issue faced by Paki-

stan. The present value
of future pensions
stands at PKR 10 trillion
today and is going to
balloon unless immedi-
ate redressal is not per-
formed. It is essential to
reduce the pension ben-
eficiaries stemming from
a single employee. Gov-
ernment must look to
rationalise grants and
subsidies which are
majorly untargeted as of
now. The development
expenditure decision-
making requires over-
haul as well. The PFM
Act 2019 must be imple-
mented in full spirit,
while post-completion
monitoring & evaluation
of the projects must be
mandatory.

A panel, arranged
by UNICEF, was on “Im-
proving the Quality of
Public Spending.” The
session was moderated
by Shaaf Najib, PIDE,
while the panelists in-
clude Dr Manzoor
Ahmed, trade specialist,
Asim Bashir Khan, devel-
opment economist, Talat
Anwar, BZU, and Ahmed
Waqar Qasim, PIDE.

Shaaf Najib intro-
duced the topic by ask-
ing whether it is the rev-
enues to be blamed for
debt or the expenditures.
He said that the data
shows that debt servic-
ing accounts for the larg-
est chunk of govern-
ment expenditures. There
are three major federal
government liabilities.
The government is giv-
ing subsidies without
having the fiscal space
for it. The government

footprint on the
economy is very large
and there is a great deal
of sludge in the system.
The private sector gets
crowded out.

Ahmed Waqar
Qasim said that when
87% of loanable funds in
the system end up get-
ting diverted to the gov-
ernment, that leaves only
13% available to lend to
the private sector. The
impact can be looked at
from the perspective of
banks , private busi-
nesses, and the govern-
ment. For banks, loans
end up being given to
big, established busi-
nesses rather than
smaller firms due to high
competition for limited
resources.

 There ends up be-
ing less financial deep-
ening in the economy
also. Private businesses
have to take recourse to
private, informal borrow-
ing and must sacrifice
growth and expansion
plans.

The government
prefers to focus on inter-
national trade rather than
developing and promot-
ing domestic commerce.

Manzoor Ahmad
said that the government
ends up skewing the
playing field and promot-
ing inefficiencies in the
economy. PEPRA rules
are outdated and pro-
mote inefficiencies and
waste. Audit objections
are made on frivolous
activities, but not on the
feasibility and efficacy of
staffing, and perfor-
mance evaluations.

LAHORE (INP):
Langar Khana of
Data Darbar has
started 24-hour ser-
vice to provide food to
devotees on the direc-
tions of Punjab Chief
Minister Mohsin
Naqvi on Thursday.

A meeting,
chaired by Chief Min-
ister Naqvi was held in
order to review the ar-
rangements and reno-
vation of the Langar
Khan at Data Darbar.

Langar Khana
will be open 24/7 from
now on for the conve-
nience of devotees
with the support of
Auqaf Department
and Medina Founda-
tion.

Chief Minister
Naqvi appreciated the
Department of

Auqaf and
Madina Foundation
for making immediate
arrangements to keep
Langar Khana open

24/7.
In the meeting,

Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi also directed to
make the area around
Data Darbar clean
and beautiful.

 The chief minis-
ter said that all neces-
sary steps will be taken
to provide maximum
facilities to the devo-
tees.

 In the meeting, a
briefing was also given
to the CM about the
progress on the up-gra-
dation of 9 religious
shrines in Punjab.

A report was sub-
mitted on the
upgradation of the
shrines of Baba Bulhe
Shah in Kasur,

Hazrat Musa Pak
in Multan, Shah
Shams Tabriz in
Multan and Hazrat
Jalaluddin Bukhari in
Uch Sharif.

In the briefing,
Secretary Awqaf and

Mian Rashid of
Madina Foundation in-
formed the CM about
the arrangements of
the Langar Khan.

The capacity for
devotees will increase
from 3 thousand to 5
thousand by expanding
the varandas (Ghulam
gardish) around the
shrine with the support
of Madinah Founda-
tion,

said in the brief-
ing. Provincial Infor-
mation Minister Aamir
Mir,

DG Walled City

Authority of Lahore,
Mian Rashid of
Medina Foundation,
Senior Member Board
of Revenue, Secretary
Finance,

 Information Sec-
retary, Secretary
Auqaf,

Secretary Plan-
ning and Development,
Commissioner Lahore
Division, DIG Opera-
tions, DG Punjab In-
formation Technology
Board, Deputy Com-
missioner and con-
cerned officials at-
tended the meeting.

SDPI confers ‘Living Legend Series Award’
on Dr Pervez Hassan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Sustainable Develop-
ment Policy Institute
(SDPI) conferred ‘Living
Legend Series Award’ on
Dr Pervez Hassan for his
unparalleled contribu-
tions in the fields of en-
vironmental protection
and education.

The award was pre-
sented to him at the ple-
nary session titled:
“SDPI's Living Legend
Series Award 2023”, at
the 26th Sustainable De-
velopment Conference
organized by Sustain-
able Development Policy
Institute on Thursday.

Dr Pervez has nu-
merous achievements to
his credit not only in Pa-
kistan but also globally.
He is internationally ac-
claimed and respected
for his extraordinary
contributions and com-
mitment to the cause of
environmental protec-
tion and conservation. It
is to his credit and ef-
forts that Pakistan got its
first environmental pro-
tection legislation and is
the pioneer of PEPA.

“The history of En-
vironmental law would
be incomplete without
the work of Dr Pervez.
He is the force behind
the first environmental
protection legislation in
Pakistan, and he has set
up Pervez Hassan Envi-
ronmental Law Centre at
the University  of

Punjab”, said Justice
Mansoor”. "There is a
Chinese proverb when
the wind blows, some
people build walls, while
others build windmills.
Dr Pervez has been
building windmills all his
life", Justice Mansoor
remarked.

Dr Ishrat Hussain
called Dr Pervez a man of
vision. “During the time
when economists, in-
cluding me, were skepti-
cal about climate
change, Dr Pervez be-
lieved that it was a seri-
ous issue and felt the
urgency to raise aware-
ness”. Another admi-
rable quality of Dr Pervez
is his commitment to
education; his firm belief
that the future of Paki-
stan lies in investing in
human capital, he said.

Abdul Razzak
Dawood, the former fed-
eral minister, said Dr
Pervez Hasan is a man of
exceptional character
and true patriot. Recall-
ing an incident of the
past when a foreigner
made some abusive re-
marks about Pakistanis,
Mr Dawood said: “Dr
Pervez Hasan responded
to the foreigner in a way
that the latter had to
apologize.” He said Dr
Pervez is one of the main
brains behind setting up
the charter of LUMS and
Beaconhouse National
University. He also es-

tablished Law School at
LUMS in the name of his
father, and Razia Hassan
School of Architecture at
Beaconhouse National
University in  loving
memory of his mother.”

"Dr Pervez is a liv-
ing embodiment of John
F. Kennedy's words; Ask
not what your country
has done for you, rather
what you have done for
your country. May he
live long and continue to
serve his people", said
Senator Mushahid
Hussain Syed.

President of WWF-
International, Dr Adil
Najam, while extending
his respects for his men-
tor said Dr Parvez
Hassan’s role in National
Conservation Strategy
was crucial and the first
Pakistan-India Environ-
mental Summit.

Vice Chancellor,
Beaconhouse National
University (BNU), Dr
Moeed Yusuf termed the
most meticulous person
he ever met who pos-
sessed an esteemed per-
sonality. His hard work
still at this age is com-
mendable and he has
been absolutely fair and
on point in his profes-
sional dealings, Dr Yusuf
added.  Dean, BNU
School of Architecture,
Omar Hassan, who is the
son of Dr Parvez
Hassan, said his father
considered integrity and

fair mind as the only
quality for an individual.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Dr Parvez Hassan
said in 2001, he had re-
ceived the GC University
Lifetime Achievement
Award and today's SDPI
award was a humbling
moment for him. “The
Living Legends Award
demands stories and
mine is  the life fully
blessed,” he added.
Shedding light on his life-
time achievements from
his childhood participa-
tion in the world scouts
league to his profes-
sional career as lawyer,
he said: “The lawyering
in 1970 was dominated
by individuals damaging
general practice. I
professionalized legal
practice through my law
firm where I started regu-
lar counseling of young
lawyers at my office. My
new approach was re-
ceived well and got me
national fame.” He pro-
vided free of cost ex-
tended legal services to
people and communities
unable to afford legal
services for public inter-
est issues like environ-
mental conservation or
human rights.

Dr Parvez Hassan
mentioned that his pro
bono work was ex-
tremely rewarding for him
as he spent almost 50%
of his professional life on
Pro Bono work.

Addressing climate change, food security
issues govt’s top priority: Sami Saeed

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Minister for
Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Muhammad Sami Saeed
has said that addressing
the challenges relating
to climate change were
top priority of the gov-
ernment and under the
umbrella of Special In-
vestment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), key mea-
sures were being taken
in this regard.
This was stated by him
on Thursday while ad-
dressing the 26th Sus-
tainable Development
Conference (SDC) orga-
nized by the Sustainable
Development Policy In-
stitute (SDPI) here, a
news release said.

Sami Saeed ad-
dressed the thematic
session titled, “Impact of
Climate Change on Food
& Nutrition Security in
Pakistan, the session

was held in collaboration
with World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) and SDPI.
The panelists of the ses-
sion included Country
Director World Food
Program (WFP) Ms
Coco Ushiyama, Nutri-
tion Division WFP Ms
Lynnda Kiess, Dr
Friederike Greb, Dr Irfan
Ullah from Nutrition In-
ternational Pakistan, Dr
Aneela Afzal from
P M A S - A A U ,
Rawalpindi, Muhammad
Daniyal Masood from
NUST.  The event was
attended by a larger
number of people from
different walks of life in-
cluding students and
civil society activists.

The minister while
emphasizing the adop-
tion of strategies high-
lighted by the experts to
address this crisis said,
“The government is well
aware of the climate cri-

sis and several interven-
tions are being under-
taken to address the is-
sue under the umbrella
of SFIC as agriculture is
one of the key areas of
this council.”

 Stressing the need
to enhance agricultural
practices and resilience
to ensure food supply in
Pakistan, he said Paki-
stan aimed for increased
productivity through in-
ternational best prac-
tices and welcomed for-
eign investment in the
corporate agriculture
sector. The SIFC was es-
tablished earlier this year
to attract foreign and lo-
cal investments while
targeting five key areas
which include Agricul-
ture, Defense Produc-
tion, Mining/Minerals,
Information Technology
and Telecommunication
and Energy. It may be
noted that Pakistan has

vast potential for foreign
investment in the fields
of agriculture as Pakistan
is a semi-industrialized
economy with a well-in-
tegrated agricultural sec-
tor that contributes 22.9
per cent to Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) and
creates 37.4 percent of
jobs, ensures food secu-
rity and provides raw
materials for industry.

Last year, Sami
Saeed said Pakistan
faced unprecedented
devastation due to tor-
rential rains and flooding
in most parts of the coun-
try, which affected 33 mil-
lion people and caused
economic losses worth
$30 billion. As a result,
the government pre-
pared the 4RF frame-
work, he added. The 4FR
document suggested ef-
fective coordination and
participation arrange-
ments among the federal.

ISLAMABAD: Japanese Ambassador to Pakistan WADA Mitsuhiro speak during reception hosted in
honor of Journalist at his residence.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi in a meeting with Imam Khatib at Masjid Al-Haram and Advisor
at Saudi Royal Courts of Saudi Arabia, Dr. Saleh bin Abdullah Humaid, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Special Representative to the Prime Minister for Religious Harmony & Islamic Coun-
tries and Chairman Pakistan Ullema Council Hafiz Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi presenting a commemo-
rative shield to Saudi Ambassador at Ta’azeem-e-Harmain Sharifain Conference.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Planning Development & Special Initiatives, Muhammad Sami
Saeed addresses at the 26th Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) organized by the Sustain-
able Development Policy Institute (SDPI).
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Wildfire engulfs homes in West-
ern Australia

SYDNEY (INP): Australian
firefighters Thursday battled a
runaway bushfire that has in-
cinerated 10 homes and forced
scores of people to evacuate
in the northern outskirts of
Perth during a fierce
heatwave.

Fire services issued emer-
gency warnings for fire-swept
areas north of the Western
Australian capital, urging
people to flee their homes if
they can, or shelter in place if
it is already too late to move.

More than 500 emergency
workers backed by aircraft
were trying to tame the out-
of-control, fast-moving flames,
which were being fanned by
warm winds, officials said.

The blaze has destroyed 10
homes, four sheds and a num-
ber of vehicles including cara-
vans, said Western Australia
Deputy Premier Rita Saffioti.

“The forecast today is un-
forgiving,” she told a news
conference, predicting that
thermometers would hit 40 de-
grees Celsius (104 degrees
Fahrenheit) during the day.

“It is crucial now that ev-
eryone involved continues to be
alert as this bushfire emer-
gency continues to unfold. To-
day is a day that everyone has
to stick together.”

Firefighters in one truck
struggled to navigate smoke-
shrouded streets as red-hot
embers flew through the air,
television images showed.

At one point, they were
confronted by trees engulfed
in towering orange flames, just
a few steps from the roadside
pavement.

About 130 people includ-
ing children who fled their
homes had sheltered overnight
at an evacuation centre, offi-

cials said.
Winds will create “signifi-

cant fire weather” during the
day before easing in the next
24-48 hours, said Darren
Klemm, head of the state’s
Department of Fire and Emer-
gency Services.

“It’s going to take a num-
ber of days to bring this fire
under control,” he said.

Another 65 fires were
burning across Western Aus-
tralia, Klemm said.

Fires have been erupting
around Perth as the city swel-
ters in an Australian spring
heatwave. The previous day,
helicopters dumped water on
a fire raging near homes south
of Perth, television images
showed.

Some people in T-shirts,
shorts, and sandals used gar-
den hoses to try to extinguish
flare-ups.

Four terrorists from banned organiza-
tion killed in Turbat

TURBAT  (INP): The Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD)
killed four terrorists from
banned organization during a
targeted operation in Turbat on
Thursday.

According to the details,
the CTD officials carried out
a targeted operation on Pisni
Road near Turbat and killed
four terrorists affiliated with
the banned organization.

The law enforcers recov-
ered a large cache of arms,
ammunition, and explosives
from the possession of the
dead terrorists.

The encountered terrorists
were involved in attacks on
forces and civilians.

Earlier in the day, a joint
operation of the Counter Ter-
rorism Department (CTD)
along with other law enforce-
ment officials was conducted
on a tip-off in the SITE area
of Karachi, resulting in the ar-
rest of four terrorists affiliated
with the banned organization
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi.

The CTD spokesperson
revealed that the arrested in-
dividuals – Identified as Amin
alias Munna, Shahnawaz alia
Saleem Mechanic, Maaz
Khan, and Yaseen – had cre-
ated a secret cell of the banned
organization in the Orangi
Town area of Karachi. Ac-
cording to the CTD spokesper-

son, the arrested individuals are
allegedly involved in several
target-killing incidents in
Manghopir, and Pakistan Ba-
zaar areas and are also ac-
cused of killing Maulana Rahim
and Shamim Khan in the Iqbal
Market area of Karachi.

The spokesperson further
revealed that Amin alias Munna
has served jail for more than
nine years in 27 murder cases,
while Shahnawaz alias Saleem
was sent to jail for nine months
in multiple murder cases.

Meanwhile, the police dur-
ing the raid recovered three
pistols and a motorcycle from
the possession of the arrested
terrorists.

Schools closed due to smog in ten
Punjab districts

LAHORE (INP):  The govern-
ment of Punjab on Thursday
has mandated the closure of
educational institutions in ten
districts, including Lahore, on
Friday and Saturday. This deci-
sion has been taken to safeguard
the health and well-being of stu-
dents and staff in the face of
deteriorating air quality.

The smog situation in
Punjab has reached alarming lev-
els, prompting the government
to take decisive action. The clo-
sure of schools and colleges
aims to minimize exposure to
hazardous air pollutants and pro-
tect the vulnerable population.

In a high-profile meeting
convened to address the smog
situation, Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi chaired discussions on
various proposals aimed at miti-
gating the impact of smog on
the region. As a result, the gov-

ernment has opted to close edu-
cational institutions in the des-
ignated districts.

Furthermore, market op-
erations will undergo a signifi-
cant shift, with markets set to
open post 3 pm on Saturday and
remain completely closed on
Sunday. An innovative initiative
is scheduled for Sunday as well,
with cycling permitted on Mall
Road from morning until 5 pm.

In an effort to implement a
soft smog lockdown, propos-
als were considered, including
restrictions on public and pri-
vate vehicles within the city.
Another proposal on the table
involves reducing government
office staff by half on Friday
and Saturday. Additionally, there
is contemplation on the installa-
tion of canals to aid in smog
control.

However, the Lahore High

Court has intervened, express-
ing strong disapproval of the un-
sealing of factories contributing
to pollution.  Justice Shahid
Karim, presiding over the case,
halted the process of unsealing
factories without prior court
permission. The court heard pe-
titions from concerned citizens,
including Haroon Farooq, dur-
ing which senior legal advisor
of LDA Sahibzada Muzaffar Ali
and Environmental Commission
member Syed Kamal Haider pre-
sented reports.

The Environmental
Commission's report high-
lighted a meeting with the care-
taker Chief Minister Punjab,
Mohsin Naqvi, who assured the
court of full compliance with its
orders regarding smog control.
The court's decisive stance on
factory closures underscores
the urgency and severity.

Four PESCO feeders to made load shedding-free
in DI Khan: Commissioner

DERA ISMAIL KHAN (INP):
Commissioner Dera Zafarul Is-
lam Khattak has said that four
feeders of PESCO Dera Circle
would be made load shedding-
free within few days as a result
of 100 percent recovery.

While talking to journalists
at his office here on Thursday,
the Commissioner said that in
the first phase, four feeders in-
cluding Topanwala,  City-I,
Town Hall and Saddar would be
made load shedding-free after
100 percent recovery from
those areas effective operations
against Kanda mafia.

He said that following the
directives of the Federal gov-
ernment, the drive against the
power theft and defaulters was
continued since September 07,
2023. The PESCO Dera Circle
has recovered pending dues of
about Rs 800 million during the

campaign.
Moreover, he informed that

the feeders with more than 80
percent losses would be closed
during the ongoing campaign.
While the feeders with over 80
percent recovery would be
made load-shedding-free, he
added.

He appealed to the citizens
to pay their arrears on time so
that their areas could also be
made load shedding-free.

Replying to a question about
the upcoming MDCAT test
scheduled to be held on Novem-
ber 26 at Gomal Medical Col-
lege, the Commissioner said the
administration has completed
foolproof security arrangements
for test. During the test, he said,
uninterrupted power supply will
be ensured in that area. He said
that carrying electronic devices
would not be allowed in the ex-

amination center. The mobile
network will also be closed in
and around the examination cen-
ter, he told and mentioned that
the papers would be brought to
the examination centers under
the supervision of the Assistant
Commissioner. About the pend-
ing salaries of Water and Sani-
tation Services Company
(WSSC) employees, he said the
administration was in a contact
with the provincial government
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for the
release of funds for the purpose.

He said the administration
was aware of the public issues
and worries related to the clean-
liness. He assured the adminis-
trative officers of WSSC that
their funds would be released
soon for payment of salaries
however they should continue
the cleanliness operation in all
areas.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Russian Federation to Pakistan . Danila Ganich called on care-
taker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Interior Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti in a meeting with the
Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir Chaudhry Anwar ul Haq.

Madad Ali, Kyrgyz Envoy discuss exchange of
expertise in vocational, technical training

ISLAMABAD (INP): Caretaker
Federal Minister for Federal Edu-
cation and Professional Training
Madad Ali Sindhi has said that
Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan have
cultural, linguistic and people-to-
people love for each other.

He was talking to a high-pow-
ered delegation led by the Ambas-
sador of the Republic of
Kyrgyzstan to Pakistan Ulanbek
Totuiaev which called on him at
his office on Thursday.

Warmly welcoming the del-
egation, Madad Ali Sindhi dis-
cussed with them the exchange
of expertise and knowledge re-
garding Vocational and Technical
Training.  He said that the two
countries can benefit from the ex-
perience of each other. He ac-
knowledged and praised the long-
standing cordial relationship be-
tween the two countries.

The Education Minister wel-
comed the exchange of teachers
and students to further mutual
cooperation. He said that there is
significant potential for coopera-

tion between the two countries.
He said that Teacher’s Training
and quality of education have
been given the highest priority
since he took office.

He said that Pakistan and
Kyrgyzstan should enhance their
bilateral ties, especially in ex-
change of technology, education
and research. He said that
digitalisation of the education sec-
tor can address numerous chal-
lenges of today and tomorrow.

He highlighted the E-Taleem
and Teleschool platforms devel-
oped by the Ministry of Educa-
tion in its bid to develop digital
solutions to prevalent problems
in the public education sector.

Madad Ali said that Pakistan
has always collaborated with
Muslim countries and looks for-
ward to enhancing bilateral and
multilateral cooperation with
Kyrgyzstan. He appreciated the
developments in the education
sector of Kyrgyzstan and said
that through the exchange of ex-
pertise, Pakistan can learn from

their road to progress.
The minister was told that

11,000 Pakistani students are
studying in Kyrgyzstan. Madad
said that such exchange will lead
to the strengthening of ties and
can lead towards a fruitful bilat-
eral relation. The minister said that
we should also look towards col-
laboration on multilateral plat-
forms such as ECO.

The minister was also briefed
about the issue of Pakistani stu-
dents in Kyrgyzstan. He reiterated
his resolve to resolve all such
outstanding issues. He said that
the youth of Pakistan is the most
important asset for the country
and should be facilitated in every
manner.  Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Kyrgyzstan to Pakistan H.E
Ulanbek Totuiaev said that the
People of Kyrgyzstan have a deep
affiliation with Pakistan. He said
that university-to-university co-
operation and Technical Institu-
tion to Technical Institution col-
laboration are the way forward.

Govt to provide maximum facilities to ECP
for holding free, fair elections: Solangi

ISLAMABAD  (INP): Caretaker
Federal Minister for Information,
Broadcasting and Parliamentary
Affairs Murtaza Solangi on
Thursday said the caretaker gov-
ernment was committed to con-
duct free, fair and transparent elec-
tions and it would provide all pos-
sible facilities to the Election
Commission of Pakistan for con-
ducting elections.

He said this during a meeting
with the delegation of Islamabad
Policy Research Institute (IPRI),
which was led by its President
Major General (retd) Raza
Muhammad. The current political
and economic situation of the
country, elimination of fake news

and disinformation, upcoming
general elections, social media is-
sues, and elections in other coun-
tries of South Asia were discussed
in the meeting, a press release
said. The delegation informed the
minister about the IPRI's latest
research on the political scenario
of the country, and appreciated
the caretaker government's com-
mitment for conducting free, fair
and transparent elections.

"Equal opportunities are be-
ing provided to all political par-
ties, there will be no discrimina-
tion against anyone," Murtaza
Solangi said. He said for improve-
ment of the political environment
in the country, development of

consensus among all political par-
ties was indispensable.

The minister said the world
was facing the problems of misin-
formation, disinformation and fake
news, while the latter was the big-
gest challenge on social media.

All stakeholders would have
to play their role in ending fake
news, he maintained.

The role of media in the up-
coming general elections was also
discussed in the meeting.

Solangi said the media would
be provided a conducive environ-
ment during the elections. Equal
coverage was being given to all
political parties on state media, he
added.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI), led by its President Major
General (retd) Raza Muhammad called on Caretaker Federal Minister for Information, Broadcasting
and Parliamentary Affairs, Murtaza Solangi.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication Dr. Umar Saif talking to
media after launching ceremony of  IT Export Strategy.


