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No date for general

elections decided

as yet: Ahsan Igbal

Iranian aircraft lands in
Pakistan to join operation as
Sherani forest fire rages

Syed Ali Shah
Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA:; An Iranian
firefighting aircraft has
landed in Pakistan to join
efforts to put_out the
Sherani forest fire in the
Koh e Suleman Range on
Monday. The federal gov-
ernment had requested
the [raman government to
provide firefighting air-
craft as the forest inferno
raged on,

“This 15 one of the
largest firefighting air-
craft”, the Iranian
Consulate in Quetta said
mn a statement, The air-
craft can carry almost 40
tons of water o extin-
guish fire, the statement
mentioned,

A forest fire has been
raging since Mav 18
Balochistan's  Sherani

dense ancient forest.

This Iranian aircraft
was used fo extinguish
fires in Georgia, Turkey,
and Armenia

This lranian aircrafl
was used earlier in the
forest of Georgia, Turkey
and Armenia
International organiza-
tions have declared one
of the firefighting aircraft
after its performance in
extinguishing a forest fire
in Turkey.

However, the fire entered
Balochistan territory on
May 13. Fire erupted in
various spots of the Koh e
Suleman Range. Attique
ur Rehman Kakar, a for-

est  officer of the
Balochistan government
based in the area said.
Pak Army helicopters
engaged in the operation
Pak Army’s helicopters
are engaged In _extin-
ruishing flames of fire in
the Sherani forest. The

aster management author-
ity are making coordinat-

efforts to put out the
fire in the Sherani forest.
The fire continues to rage
despite the efforts of tjﬁc
administration. “The fire
has engulfed more than
30 kilometers area of the
Sherani forest™, Bashir
Khan Bazai. the
Commissioner Zhob
Division said.

Mr. Bazai said the fire
continues to spread fast
and burns ancieni pine

district. Roaning flames — fnitially, the forest  civil adminisiration, for-
ot lre have burl down  caught fire in the Mughal 5y and wildlife depart-
ancient pine trees and o ares on May 9. ;

olive trees located in the

Pir Koh: Over 4,000
patients provided treatment

at FC medical camp

From Our Correspondent

DERA BUGTI: Over 4.000
patients ||l(.‘1ud1r_|5 women and chil-
dren were provided medical treat-
ment at the Frontier Corps (FC)
medical camp. The Balochistan
Rural Support Program (BRSP),
UNICEF, and FC have also been
providing medicines to patients in
the Pir Koh area of Dera Bugti dis-
trict, 972 cases of typhoid were
treated and the rest were treated for
other diseases. More than 162 lab
tests were performed in the last 24
hours. 1 24 water bowsers are work-
ing to provide clean drinking water

B el 3.9
KARACHI: A healt

h worker administers polio drops to child dur-

to the local population and during
the last 24 hours, 598000 liters o
water were distributed in 54 affect-
ed wvillages. A team of Army
Engineers has started a survey for
the excavation of sacks of PSDP
water supply scheme projects.

ing an anti-polio campaign in Provincial Capital as Authorities have
launched this year's nationwide anti-polio campaign.

Hazara women block
Western Bypass Quetta
against scarcity of water

Ibrar Ahmed

UETTA: Hazara women and
children blocked the main Western
Bypass area of the city in protest
.'-_jﬁainsl the scarcity of water on
Monday. Hazara women and chil-
dren criticized the Water and
Sanitation Authority (WASA) for
its failure to provide drinking water
to the Hazara town area.

“We want clean drinking water™,
Faiza Batool, one of the protesters
demanded. She said despite repeat-
ed appeals to the WASA and the
provincial government, the resi-
dents of the Hazara town were still
deprived of drinking water.

ong queues were witnessed on
both sides of the Western Bypass
after the blockade by the protesters.
People suffered difficulties in
reaching their destinations due fo
the closure of the road.

“Enough 15 enough, government
should provide water to us”,
Muhammad Hussain Hazara,
another protester lamented. He stai-
ed that the area residemts were
forced to pay heavy payments to
the thanker mafias because of the

B T
non-availability of the water.
The protesters were also chanti-
ng full-throated slogans against the
provincial government and WASA
authorities because of the scarcity
of water. They were also carrying
banners and placards inscribe
with slogans against WASA and the
Balochistan government.

The district Quetta administra-
tion and concerned police officials
met with protesters and assured a
solution  to  their  problem.
Subsequently, the protesters
reopened the road and ended their
protest. They peacefully dispersed
after recording their protest.

ment, and provincial dis-

and olive trees in the
ancient Sherani forest,

No date for
general elections

decided as yet:

Ahsan Igbal
LAHORE: Federal Minister for
Planning, Development  and
Reform Ahsan Igbal on Monday
said that Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
PTI) Chairman Imran Khan had
een spr:;admg ‘mischiel” in the
country since 2014. -

Speaking to media persons in
Lahore, he said that the coalition
government had no decided on the
date of general elections as yet,

“We will announce the elections
after taking the nation into confi-
dence,” he said. ;

Ahsan. who is also a senior
PML-N leader, alleged that the PTI
chairman’s team was busy spread-
ing propaganda INP

PTI MNA's
bail before
arrest granted

KARACHI: Pakistan Tehreek ¢
Insaf (PTI) MNA Alamgir Khan
was granted bail before arrest by
the court on Monday.

According to details, the court
granted interim bail to Alamgir

han in exchange for a bail bond
of Rs100,000. , i

The court restrained the police
from arresting Alamgir Khan till
May 28 and ordered Alamgir Khan
to cooperate the police investiga-
tion,

The court has asked the prosecu-
tion and the investigating officer to
reply by May 28,

A case of incitement against
state institutions has been regis-
tered against Alamgir Khan at
%T}\]u]lshan-c-lqbal police station.

Rana Sana vows to
rupture PTI’s ‘vile’
long march

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah has wamed that
the government will not let the PTI
long march become successful say-
ing that the “slayer” of the economy
15 now out to stop tha; country’s
march towards economic recovery,

Talking to the media on Monday
the interior minister cautioned
whoever crossed the boundaries of
decency. the law would teach him
how to remain within the imits of
civilization. He said that there were
evilness and wickedness about the

rsonality and in the language of

mran Khan, believing that he
could not remain peaceful. “We
will not let them bring the groups
of goons and indulge in nots, If
Imran Niazi tries 0 become the
uravedJF er of democracy, then the
T'aw wil §cal with him,” Rana Sana
warned. Lashing out at the PTI
chief and former prime minister,
the interior minister dubbed him a
liar. He said that in 2014, the PTI
was indulged in 126 cases of pub-
lic disorder, INP

Anti Polio campaign
underway across Balochistan

Health Desk

An anti-polio campaign
is underway in Quelta and
other Balochistan to pro-
vide drops to children
under the age of five vears
The anti-polio campaign
began on Monday in
Quetta and all 34 districts
of the province.

During the campaign.
over 2,6 million children
under the age of five years

are being provided polio 4
drops. The Balochistan -
health department,

UNICEF, rotary club, and
world health orgamization

L . SfE
have been making coordi-
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“nated efforts to eradicate

the crippling virus from
Balochistan.

So far, Balochistan has
not reported any polio
cases during last more than
a year. Unfortunately, three
cases were reported from
MNorth Wazimstan this year,

The government has
gstablished teams through-
out the province to make
the campaign a success and
reach every child for polio
drops. Mobile volunteers
have also been deployed at
all bus stops, railway sta-
tions, and airports to
ensure the provision of
drops to every child under
the age of five years.
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LAHORE: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal addressing
at the ceremony of groundbreaking ceremony o
Women,

No confidence motion:
CM Bizenjo calls on
lana Wase

. |

=

Mau

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Chief
Minmister  Balochistan,
Mir Quddus Bizenjo
called on Maulana Abdul
Wasey, the provincial
amir of Jarmat ul Ulema
e Islam (JUI) ahead of
the no-confidence
motion. Provincial min-
isters, Muhammad Khan
Lehri and Moor
Muhammad Dumar also
accompanied the CM.
However, the opposition
leader in Balochistan
Assembly, Malik
Sikandar Advocate. and
Younas Aziz Zehn were
also present on the occa-

sion.
“The CM discussed
the ongoing operation 10
ut out Sheram forest

ire  with  Maulana
Wasey™, an official
handout  issued  on
Monday said. Although,
an insider of the meeting
told Quetta Voice that

EC Seerat

th CM discussed the‘

no-confidence  motion
with the JUI provincial
chief’

This meeting has
come afier the President
Balochistan Awami
Party ({BAP). Jam
Kamal Khan, and others
submitted a no-confi-

‘entre for Gender Studies & Rights for

y

dence motion against
Mir Quddus Bizenjo.
“We are yet to make a
decision regarding the
no-confidence motion™,
the insider of the meet-
ing said while quoting
Maulana Wasey. The
religious party 1s the
second-largest parlia-
mentary group with 11
lawmakers in the house
of 65 1n the Balochistan
Assembly.

The official handout
mentioned that the CM
and Maulana agreed to
make coordinated
efforts to extinguish the
flames of fire in the
Sherani forest.
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EDITORIAL

Tuesday,May,24,2022 |

Balochistan needs

inclusive development

Balochistan, the country’s resource-rich province is Iag%ing behind

all other provinces in terms of key social mdicators inclu

ing educa-

tion. health. sanitation, ¢lean drinking water ete. Mismanagement. inju-
dicious distribution of development funds coupled with a Tack of polit-

ical commitments are the underlying reasons behind backwardness of

the province.

Track record shows, successive governments have always launched

politically motivated development schemes to

lease their influential

supporters. Constituency, individual and political schemes always dom-
inated the Public Sector Development Program (PSDP) in every year’s
financial budget. Nexus among the ChieT Minister’s Secretariat, the
Planning Development and Finance Department continue to deprive the
constituencies of other lawmalkers.
Opposition’s constituencies were ignored
Opposition lawmakers constituencies remained ignored during last

three-years of former chiet minister, Jam Kamal Khan’s

guvcmmcnt.

Despite agitation in and outside the assembly. the opposition lawmak-
ers were not able to force government to allocate funds for their con-

stituencies.

This is irony of fate that the mandate of the lawmakers is to frame
laws since the assemblies are called legislative assemblies. But legisla-
tors are least bothered about the legislation rather they take keen inter-
est in construction of roads. buildings etc. That's why, provincial gov-
ernments prefer not to hold local bodies elections rather decentraliza-
tion of development projects.

Development deficit of Balochistan is likely to be Rs. 100b

Balochistan government announced to have allocated Rs. 172 bs for
the PSDP during the financial vear 2021-22. However. currently the
government has more than Rs. 40bs as per the statement of ruling
party’s Spokesman Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran. The province has
already spent Rs. 40bs and it has more than 40bs for the remaining year,
It means the deficit is close to Rs. 100bs.

Chief Minister

uddus Bizenjo needs to put his house in order and

introduce a strict financial policy to ensure completion of development

projects. The government shoul )
the practice of exclusive development so that this backward

ensure inclusive development and end

rovince

could come at par with other parts of the country. Action should match

words now.

No more misogyny, Mr Khan

The writer is an educa-
tionist and [nternational
baccalaurcate (IB) con-
sultant.

I grew up in the late
19805 and early 1990s,
almost worshipping
mran Khan as a cricket
captain. T can’t forget the
countless delights he had
given us as a nation by
winning umpteen match-
es  for Pakistan and
crowning his ericket jour-
ney with a world cup win
L 1992,

My preseni-day pas-

sion  for crickel was
fuelled by Imran Khan
alone. Later when he

embarked upon creating
his cancer hospital, | feft
obliged to help my fellow
former Aitchisonian in
this honourable pursuit.
His entry into politics too
attracted my attention and
[ joined his campaign as a
volunteer along with my
mother, who was part of
the first women’s wing of
the PTI, We were the
voices of the Tonga party
that the PT1 once was
way back in the late
1990s. While my mother
continues to support him
and votes for 1K and his
party to date, | realized he
was not the man that I
thought he was and
stopped s.up||mrt|ng him
way back in 1999,

don’t even know
where to start. | am writ-
ing all of this as a very
agitated man who just got
off the television set
watching 1K spew misog-
ynist filth wyet again,
actually had to ask my
wife to proofread this as [

didn’t want to cross any
red lines of decency and
maturity.

The main reason my
hero-worshipping of 1
ended was when | heard
his views on women way
back in time. While 1
refuse to comment on his
past life, as 1 don™t want
to judge his person, | am
more inclined to com-
ment on  his political
views instead of anything
else. Sadly, the more
heard him speak and the
more | read what he
believed in, the more |
got disgusted and upset
with him. His regressive
views on women, his
double standards in life,
his plethora of contradic-
tions. and his constant
fusion of religion into
politics and — worse of all
— his self-righteous mes-
siah syndrome made me
campaign against him
and his party thereon.

One can always sav he
isn't the only politician
who thinks this way or
his pﬂr‘l?‘ isn’t the only
party that does have
misoEynists amongst
their ranks, but my
answer 1o that comment
is that how many party
heads claim to be what 1K
claims to be? How many
of them criticize all oth-
ers calling them names,
abusing them, slandering
them without proof :mﬁ
what not? How many act
as self-righteous while
abusing all others?

This country has had a
very ugly record of treat-
ing its women. We have a
list of abuses. killings,

image trashing and what
not of women both in and
out of politics. From
Fatima Jinnah. to Benazir
Bhutto, from Nusrat
Bhutto to Maryam Nawaz
and from Jemima Khan to
Bushra Bibi, we have
crossed several red lines
of decency. etiquettes and
norms. Many [ support-
ers are echoing the party
ling of what Sharif broth-
ers did to malign the
Bhutto ladies in the past
and how Jemima Khan
was targeted and
maligned ruthlessly. So
my question is: does that
mess justify today’s vili-
fication of Maryam
Nawaz? Are those actions
of the past a licence to go
after the women in the
Sharit  family today?
Should this then be used
as a_logic tomorrow by
Junaid Safdar to go afier
Imran  Khan's Temale
relations?

In the same vein, why
should or how can a per-
sonal attack on Nawaz
Sharif’s daughter be justi-
fied today? We may hate,
disagree and criticize the
politics, actions or stance
of all the women men-
tioned, but we cannot
pass sexist, misogynist
and vile comments about
them and others at any
cost, None of that is justi-
fied or acceptable ever

We live in a country
already hostile, intoler-
ant, rigid and unaccept-
able of women/ girls to
live their lives the way
they want. We are mn a
Pakistan that hates when
its women march once a

vear on the streets of this
country more than it hates
the men who rape. threat-
en and kill them on a
daily basis. We belong to
a nation that laughs in
public and privately when
women are targeled for
their  clothes,  their
lifestyles, their choices
and more so for being
themselves, We are part
of a society that teaches a
woman from childhood to
obey and tolerate all that
society (read: men) says
or does and to suppress,
control and forget her
dreams in life. We live in
houses where girls are
caged, bottled up and
forced to live the lives
chalked out by men of the
house and society without
asking them for their
opinions, views and
choices about their own
lives. This is why it is
even worse when a man
who 15 an “inspiration” to
millions, has a cult fol-
lowing of blind support-
ers and also happens to be
a former prime minister,
vying for another term
office, targets a much
vounger rival female
politician ai a massive
public  rally passing
misogynist  comments
openly and shockingly at
the delight and applause
of his fan base present at
the rally and listening to
him on television. His
remarks were welcomed
and disgustingly justified
by his followers and party
men (and women), and
became part of acceptable
and institutionalized con-
tent about women in gen-

eral. The vounger follow-
ers finding a blind inspi-
ration 1o this  blatant

misogyny and more
becomes an even greater
WOITY.

You can debate, delib-
crate, disagree, shred and
blast Maryam Nawaz’s
views on politics or that
of her party, but sorry Mr
Khan yvou fiave no right to
hit below the belt with
yvour lypically  sexist
remarks ‘and then have a
smirk on your face which
CEES ON YOUr SUpporters
and party leaders/ work-
ers to ape you on this and
take it to ‘a much higher
and filthier level.

This filth has io stop
and il has to stop now
before even vou can’t
control 1t. How you can
stoop to such low levels
of indecency, sexism and
misogvny is  bevond
understanding.  While
many may agree with
your calls to cleanse the
country of the corruption
that has eaten away the
soul of this country, they
may still not vote for you
or stand behind vou
because of your mindset,
views and beliefs about
women.l am a proud
father of a gifted young
girl, I am a husband to a
talented wife and I am a
son to a dedicated mother
and even if 1 had neither
of these women mm my
life, 1 would still oppose
vou for the ugly mcssaFc
vou send out there to the
mesmerized vouth of this
country and the immedi-
ate impact it has on our
bigoted.

A change

Prior to the exit of
Imran Khan, in 1989 a
no-trust  motion  was
voted upon against the-
then prime minister
Benazir Bhutto. The con-
trasting  manners  in
which %hc ruling party of
the day reacted to the no-
trust motion on ecach
occasion s a grim_ point-
er to the direction in
which our politics has
moved since 1989 — by
all accounts. a turn for
the worse, :

In a parhamentary
democracy, the executive
is the creation of parlia-
ment. Being the chief
executive, the prime
minister must cnjoy the
confidence of the ma{nrl-
ty of the popularly-elect-
ed legislature — in our
case the National
Assembly. That is the
reason one of the first
agenda items after the
election of the presiding
officers in a newly elect-
ed parliament is to ascer-
tain who enjoys the con-
fidence of the majority of
the members :

In some countries, as
in India, the prime minis-
ter is appointed by the
president. After his'her
appointment, the prime
minister is bound to seek
a vote of confidence
from the popular cham-
ber within the stipulated
period. In case he fails to
do so, he has to call 1t
quits. In India, in 1996,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
stepped down as premier
only a fortnight after
being sworn in havin
tailed to win the vote o
confidence from the Lok
Sabha.

Taking due cognizance
of this fundamental con-
vention of parliamentary

form of sovernment,
Article 91 (3} of the con-
stitution _of ~ Pakistan
states: “After the election
of the Speaker and the
Deputy  Speaker, the
National Assembly shall,
to the exclusion of any
other business, proceed
to elect without debate
one of its Mushm mem-
bers to be the Prime
Minister.” Clause (4) of
the same article adds:
“The Prime Minister
shall be elected by the
votes of the majonty of
the total membershi? of
the National Assembly.”

Logically, if ‘the
National Assembly by a
majority can elect a
member as prime minis-
ter, it can also vote them
out. Hence. Article 95 of
the constitution stipu-
lates that if a motion of
no-confidence is passed
by a majority of the total
membership  of  the
National Assembly, the
prime  minister ~ shall
cease to hold office. Thus
the popularly elected
assembly’s power o vote
out the prime minister is
an essential, non-nego-
tiable feature of parlia-
mentary democracy.

Coming  back 1o
Pakistan.” in a power
struggle, prime ministers
have generally been
whumped by powerful
presidents. =~ However,
prior to April 10, 2022 no
rime minister had ever

en voted out on the
floor of the house. The
only prime minister who
had come close to being
voted out was Benazir
Bhutto.

The election of the
charismatic Benazir
Bhutto in 1988 marked
the eclipse of a long,

dark era of despotism,
against which she had
spearheaded a popular
movement. Though 1t
had emerged as the sin-
gle largest party in the
national elections, her
party. the PPP, fell short
of a clear majority and
could form the sovern-
ment only with the help
of smaller.-_"re&;ional par-
ties and independents,
and having reached a
power-sharing deal with
the then president and
other powertul stake-
holders. However, all
along the weak coalition
hung by a thread.

_ Things came to a head
in 1989 when the opposi-
tion tabled a non-confi-
dence motion against
Benazir Bhutto. In view
of the thin majority of the
ruling coalition in the
National Assembly. the
outcome of the motion
was anybody’s puess.
That  sad, Benazir
Bhutto dealt with the
onosniun’s move with
all grace and dig_nltP-'
befitting a democratical-
ly elected leader. At no
point did she term the
motion an international
CONSPITACY, although
being a leader of interna-
tional statre, she could
have contrived a conspir-
acy theory without much
ado. Her father Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, it may be
mentioned, is  widely
believed to have been a
victim of such a conspir-

acy.

Nor did she, or any
other leader from her
party, use abusive lan-
guage against her oppo-
nents, much less accuse
them of being morally
bankrupt or traitors. She
did strongly criticize the

opposition for what she
called their undemocratic
tactics and allegedly try-
ing to purchase loyalties
of her parliamentarians,
In return., she took the
flak for having allegedly
resorted to similar tac-
tics. At that time, the
constitution didn’t
embody provisions
against ﬂoor—cmssn}}: by
the legislators and so
they were absolutely free
to move from one party
to another, :

It 1s widely beheved
that the strings of the
opposition, which was
led by the then Punjab
chief minister and future
rime minister Nawaz
Sharif. were pulled by
the  then  president
Ghulam Ishaq Khan
(GIK). But Benazir
Bhutto didn’t point an
accusing finger at state
institutions, Nor did she
threaten the members of
her party who were sus-
pected of defecting, or
their famihes, of dire
consequences. To top it
all, despite being a huge-
Iy popular leader, she
didn’t seek to defeat the
no-confidence  motion
through a show of
strength on the streets,
Being a leader who was
well-steeped in demo-
cratic conventions, she
knew well that, far from
being an aberration, a
non-rust motion was an
integral part of the parlia-
mentary form of govern-
ment.

Equally graceful was
the role of the then
speaker of the National
Assembly and wveteran
F(ohu_cmn, Malik Meraj

halid, who had already
won_accolades for con-
ducting the business of

for the worse

By Hussain H Zaidi

the house in a completely
impartial way, as he was
supposed to do as per the
spirit of his high office.
At no point dll—-lrl'r'l_%l the
whole episode did he
demonstrate that he was
taking sides. Instead. he
went by the book and
allowed the no-trust
motion to take its logical
course. The highest court
of the land didn’t have to
mtervene to ensure that
the motion was put to
vote,

The no-trust motion
was defeated by only 12
votes and Prime Minister
Bhutto survived. But the
cards had already been
stacked against her. In a
few months. she was
sacked by president GIK
by invoking the now-
defunct Article 58 (2-b)
of the constitution. In a
game of fluctuating for-
tunes, three years later
she was back in the sad-
dle having sunk her dif-
ferences with the same
GIK.  Pohticians  can
always have more than
one bite on the cherry; so

olitical battles may not
e taken as a matter of
life and death

The logical guestion
which the events preced-
ing the exit of Imran
Khan has given rise to is
this: why has politics
become such a squalid
affair in  Pakistan?
Certainly. the advent of
the 24/7TV channels and
the presence of a ubigqui-
tous social media pro-
vide sufficient ammuni-
tion to peliticians and
their suﬁpprters to heap
slur on their opponents to
their heart’s content. But
the media. mainstream or
social, isn't the prime
culprit.

Poor ¢

mericans
ACTOSS the
country  have

suffered during

this pandemic.
But new research by the
Poor People’s Campaign
strongly suggests the poor
and low-income have suf-
fered the most. Even con-
trolling for wvaccination
rates, they found that
Covid-19 death rates in
poorer US counties were
nearly double those in
wealthier counties.
During the deadliest phas-
es of the pandemic. it rose
W live nimes as many.
White Americans still
make up the largest share
of America’s Eb_oor and
those who've died from
Covid-19. But Black,
Hispanic and Indigenous
Americans are signifi-
cantly overrepresented in
America’s poorest coun-
ties, and COVID-19 casu-
alty rates run significantly
higher for many commu-
nities of color.

Poor Americans are hit
hardest for many reasons.
Since they make up a
large share of low-wage.
frontline workers, theyre
more exposed to the virus
and often lack paid sick
leave if they contract it
They're also more likely
to lack health insurance
and suffer from pre-exist-
ing conditions. But it's
not just that the poor have
suffered. Equa]{y impor-
tant is that the very richest
Americans have seen
their wealth skyrocket.

As of this May,
America’s  billionaires’
collective wealth had bal-
looned by $1.7 trillion
since the pandemic began,
according 1o the Institute
for Policy Studies (IPS)
and Americans for Tax
Fairness. Elon Musk
alone saw  his  wealth
increase more than ten-

hoices

Barber Li, Ti

fold. That’s not all. In
2020, more than half of
America’s largest low-
wage employers bent the
rules to give CEOs enor-
Mols pay raises even as
their essential workers
sulfered cuts. On average,
CEOs at these firms made
over $15 million — more
than what their median
employees would make in
eight centuries. And now,
those who've benefite
the most from this pan-
demic are tryving to pull
the rug out from those
who've suffered the
worst, They're spending
big to undo some of the
maost  important  public
policies our country has
SCEn 1N gencralions.
President Joe Biden's
American Rescue Plan
made testing and vaccines
nearly universally acces-
sible. It also delivered
stimulus parments.
expanded unemployment
insurance, made the Child
Tax Credit more generous
and increased assistance
for everything from food
to health insurance.
These life-saving pro-
visions zot hundreds of
millions of Americans
vaccinated and helped
millions more weather an
extremely difficult time.
The expanded Child Tax
Credit * alone  reduced
child poverty by 30 per-
cent — a stunning, if
incomplete, achievement.
But billionaires, execu-
tives and corporations
wha've seen their for-
tunes  flourish  have
poured maoney into the
campaign coffers of
politicians who oppose
these measures. hen
Democrat Joe Manchin
joined  every  Senate
epublican in opposing
the renewal and expan-
sion of these programs —
and was showered with

Folarin

campa EI“ cash in retum —
they withered on the vine.

Poor Americans are hit
hardest for many reasons,
Since they make up a
large sharé of low-wage,
frontline workers, they're
more exposed to the virus
and often lack paid sick
leave if they contract ii.
They're also more likely
to lack health insurance
and suffer from pre-exist-
ing conditions. But it's
not just that the poor have
suffered. Equally impor-
tant is that the very richest
Americans have seen
their wealth skyrocket.

As ol tﬁis May,
America’s billionaires’
collective wealth had bal-
looned by $1.7 trillion
since the pandemic began,
according to_the Institute
for Policy Studies (IPS)
and Americans for Tax
Fairmess, Elon  Musk
alone saw his wealth
increase more than ten-
fold. That’s not all. In
2020, more than hall of
America’s largest low-
wage employers bent the
rules to give CEOs enor-
MOUs pay raises even as
their essential workers
suffered cuts. On average,
CEOs at these firms made
over $15 million — more
than what their median
employees would make in
elght centuries. And now,
those who've benefited
the most from this pan-
demic are trving to pull
the rug out from those
who've  suffered  the
worst. Thev're spending
big to undo some of the
most  important  public
policies our country has
seen in generations.

President Joe Biden's
American Rescue Plan
made testing and vaccines
nearly universally acces-
sible. It also delivered
stimulus.

Damned from here to eternity

By Dr Naazir Mahmood

If vou have read
James Jones™ book or
seen the movie ‘From
Here to Eternity’, do it
again and vou are like-
ly to find some similar-
ities  with  today’s
Pakistan, At times |
feel we are damned
from here to eternity.
James Jones took the
title for his novel from
an 1892 poem by

Rudvard KiPIing enti-
tled “Gentlemen
Rankers™.

Kipling framed this
as a song soldiers sang
while serving in the
British imperial army.
They were soldiers
from all corners. serv-
ing the British army.
putting their own lives
at stake, realizing that
they were damned from
here 1o eternity. Bul
complain they must
not; they sing the song,
and the verse in ques-
tion reads: “Gentlemen
Rankers out on the
spree, Damned from
here to Eternity, God
ha’ mercy on such as
we'.

You may ask if they
know they re “dammed’
from here to eternity
why they are singing.
Being damned. after
all. isn’t such a nice
thing. Perhaps they are
trving to  refer to
immaortality in an inter-
esting way, but is it
really interesting  or
rather depressing?
Presumably, we may
shift the context across
continents and coun-
tries. Is there a positive

way of looking at your
life and what it entails,
and stll remain posi-
tive? In the long run, if
people tend to forget
the services rendered,
is it worth it?

Perhaps it depends
on the cause you are
fighting for and the
leaders who put vou in
that situation. Being
damned from here to
eternity seems to be a
timeless story, It has a
darker origin and the
darkness may intensify
or lighten up a bit from
time fo time,

James Jones served
in the US army during
the Second World War
and then wrote the
novel, just at the age of
30 in 1951. The book
revolves around events
mmmediately preceding
the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor  in
Hawaii. The setting is
intense, as it is in
Pakistan today. One of
the main characters is a
new arrival at the unit -
Private Robert Prewitt,
Elz;%'[ec_l by Montgomery

lift in the movie. He
is a boxer who refuses
to fight after blinding
an opponent in the ring.

Then there is First
Sergeant Warden
laved by Burt
ancaster.

These two we may
consider coOmMmon

members of any socicty
including  Pakistan.
Prewitt is at the lowest
rung of the hierarchy, a
simple man who loves
to play the bugle and

who avoids fights. He
represents the people in
any country: simple.
peace loving, with
moderate  ambitions.
Just like any regular
erson, he wants to
1aVe SOME CONNections
with  fellow human
beings. craves love and
respect, and is attracted
to women. He is a com-
mon person who does
not want to be damned
from here to eternity —
but he is bound to be.

Prewitt reports to his
sergeant who is slightly
higher in the scheme of
things. The sergeant
warden 1s concerned
about Prewitt’s disci-
plinary problems, The
warden represents the
lower middle class in
society — any society,
including Pakistan. His
class character forces
him to serve his boss,
Captain Holmes. The
captain is more con-
cerned about his own
promotion  than the
wellbeing of his_team.
He wants Prewitt for
the boxing team, which
is a gang of tough box-
ers,

Prewitt is  not
inclined to be a boxer
again; he knows the
dangers of punchin
somebody in the head.
He longs for compan-
ionship like most peo-
ple. Punching others is
not his priority, but the
system does not like his

eaceable manners. He
alls for a girl Alma -
plaﬁed by Donna Reed
in the movie, for which

she won an Oscar.
Alma is again a com-
moner; 4 representative
of women from among
the people. She finds 1t
hard to carn a living so
turns to the oldest pro-
fession in the novel,
but in the movie she is
an entertainer at a local
club. She has a desire
to live a respectable life
and not be damned
from here to eternity —
but she is bound to be.
Then there's the cap-
tain’s wife Karen, neg-
lected by her husband.
Since the captain repre-
sents a middle-class
man, he is unscrupu-
lous in his own ways,
He exploits his team
members for his own
benefits and wants 1o
lead a promiscuous
lite. His  wile -
Deborah Carr in the
movie — is a middle-
class woman dissatis-
fied with her circum-
stances, and rightfully
so. If the captain could
have multiple affairs,
why couldn’t she? The
captain _had nfected
her with a sexually
transmitted disease in
the novel, but in the
movie it 15 a miscar-
riage due to her hus-
band’s negligence that
renders her infertile,
Karen's barrenness is
a s%-'mb_ol of an intellec-
tually infertile life that
most middle-class
women — or most
women for that matter
in any society includ-
ing Pakistan = end up
living. The captain’s

wife does not want to
live a life like that. She
takes solace with the
sergeant who is lower
in rank but slightly
more caring and has a
lower-middleclass
human touch that most
middle-class  people
seem to lack. Sphe
indulges in adultery but
does nol want 10 be
damned from here to
eternity — well, she is
bound to be.

This novel is an
unflatiering look at life
in which economic and
social injustices pre-
vail. There is not lnIg
sacrosanct m at. It
reflects boredom and
isolation that haunt
nearly every individual
whao Teels. Those who
don’t feel. they target
their subordinates and
their fellow  human
beings. The story chal-
lcnﬁcs traditionally
hel notions  and
exposes cracks in a
seemingly solid facade.
This is the history of
personal lives that
should not be damned
but they are. Flawed
characters are loveable;

ristine images are not.

he novel 15 volumi-
nous but the film rendi-
tion does full justice to
it, of course with some
sanitization _of the
1950s. The original sto-
ryline was complex but
the film made it
digestible. Film and lit-
erature — if bold and
explicit — make you
wiser. In societies such
as in Pakistan now,

Hungry for profits

he prob-
I lem  with
our S0-

called ‘free
market” 1s

that it’s not free for vou
and me. ItUs largely
controlled by monopo-
lies, which are free to
inflate  prices  just
because they can. with-
out worrying that con-
sumers will be able to
flee to cheaper sellers.
In turn, this market
punch lets the noncom-
petitive gougers glee-
fully extract unwar-
ranted monopoly prof-
its. It’s a phenomenon
that corporatists
euphemistically label
‘pricing power . This
cconomy-wide milking
of consumers by tightly
consolidated industries
is the unbridled force
propelling today s
surging price hikes.
Brand-name corpora-
tions claim they are
being forced to mark
up price tags just to
cover rising costs for
raw materials, labor.
transportation, etc. But
in a competitive mar-
ketplace, theyv'd have
to eat much of those
increases by taking a
bit less in profits. The
giants have been stock-
piling record profits for
years. so they could
casily weather a
downtick. Instead,
they’re raising prices
not simply to maintain
exorbitant profits, but
{0 squeeze even greater
profits from hard-hit
consumers. It's a game

of corporate greed that
socks America’s econ-
omy: Monopolies cyni-
cally exploit the pub-
lic’s worry about infla-
tion to create more
inflation.

Consider diapers. a
necessity for many
families. As corporate
watchdog Judd Legum
reported, the huge con-
sumer product seller
Procter & Gamble Co
announced a year ago
that Covid-19-driven
production costs were
forcing it to raise the
price for its Pampers
brand. At the time. it
had just posted a quar-
terly profit of $3 8 bil-
lion, so P&G could
easily have absorbed a
temporary rise in its
costs. But instead of
holding the price to
ease their customers’
economic paimn. the
conglomerate used a
global health crisis to
justify upping diaper
prices. Six  months
later, P&G’s quarterly
profit topped %5 bil-
lion. And — in that same
quarter — P&G spent §3
billion to buy back
shares of its own stock
—a Wall Street manipu-
lation that artificially
bloats the wealth of top
execs and other big
sharcholders. In sum,
P&G used the excuse
of inflation to inflate
the price of diapers,
then used the extra
money it extracted
from families to inflate
the value of its stock in
a ploy to further enrich

By Jim Hightower

its biggest sharchold-
ers. And why wouldn’t
5AVVY consumers
switch from Pampers
to Huggies. the brand
sold by Kimberly-
Clark, P&G’s main
‘competitor’? Because
co-monopolist
Kimberly-Clark
goosed up its prices at
the same time. And —
get this — the two com-
panies control 80 per-
cent of the global dis-
posable diaper market.

Welcome to the
monapoly  merry-go-
round.

Almost all CEOs of
big corporations are
playing this tricky
inflation blame game.
Publicly. they moan
that the pandemic is
slamming their poor
corporation with facto-
ry shutdowns, supply
chain delays. labor
shortages. wage hikes
and other increased
costs. But wait — inside
their boardrooms,
executives arc high-
fiving each other and
pocketing  bonuses.
What's going on?

It turns out that infla-
tion is a boon for
monopolies, for it gives
them cover to flash
their pricing power.
The trick is that these
giants are in noncom-
petitive markets oper-
ating as monopolies, so
they can set higher
prices, mug vou and
me, and scamper away
with a record-busting
share of America’s
total economic output.
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Chinese & Pakistani scholars
proposed CPEC Digital
Transformation Center

ISLAMABAD ;
Chinese and Pakistani
scholars have proposed
setting up a CPEC Digital
Transtormation Center
(DTC), Gwadar Pro
reported  on  Monday
quoting a study published
in the yournal Frontiers in
Psychology.

Researchers from
Xi'an  Jiao Tong
University, X1'an, China,

niversity of Peshawar,
Islamia College
University, Peshawar, and
Chinese  Umniversity of
Political  Science and
Law, Beijing, China, con-
cluded in the study that
Pakistan needs to trans-
form CPEC digitalization

by setting up CPEC
Digitalization and
Transformation Center

(DTC) at the CPECA
office to attract more
investors and businesses.

Pakistan can take
advantage of CPEC fund-
ing, and Chinese and for-
eign  investments by
transparently managing
through ICT applications
in government. private,
and public-private part-
nerships initiatives, the
study stated

After finalizing the
infrastructure component.
the second phase o
CPEC  1s  attracting
investors and technologi-
cal transformation, and

the mstallation of indus-
trial, technical, and agri-
cultural technologies for
the envisioned develop-
ment of Pakistan, IiilE
study explored.
Scholars from Chinese

and Pakistani wvarsities
believe that the
“Digitalization and
Transformation Center

%DT('] could be benefited
rom strategic decisions,
efficient implementation,
system platforms, gov-
eming  culture, and
behavior”,

Therefore, DTC 15 a
concept that will synchro-
nize the needs of Pakistan
'th!'n the current situation,

Pakistan far from being
polio-free as two more
cases emerge in

ISLAMABAD:  Two
more cases of polio dis-
ease have emerged mn a
remote village of Vehari
in Punjab.

After the emergence of
three cases of the crip-

ling disease in North

aziristan  district  of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
two more cases of

oliovirus surfaced in the

unjab district of Vehari,

According to details,
two real brothers: 6-year-
old Habib and 4-year-old
Shahzeb who live in the
samge house ina WB 101
Village of Vehari have
been infected by the polio
virus which has made
them crippled.

The children’s father,
Muhammad Akram has
alleged that the health
department teams have
stopped them from men-
tioning the names of
polio-hit children in front
of anvbody.

“The polic teams are
trying to conceal polio
cases in the region,” he
further alleged.

The mother of the boys
said that they had been
administering polio drops
to their kids since they
were infants. “One of my
boys has been completely
mfected while the othér
one is being infected by
the cnppling disease.”
she said.

The parents appealed
to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharnf and Chief

|

Minister Hamza Shehbaz
to help them and order for
the free medical treat-
ment of their kids. ]

The first case of
poliovirus was emerged
m a [5-month-old boy in
Morth Waziristan on April
22 after a lull of about 15
months across the coun-
try.

On April 29, a two-
year-old girl was para-
Ivzed by the “wild
poliovirus” in_the second
case  confirmed in
Pakistan this year. The
child had an onset of
paralysis on April 14.

The new l-.'l.j)c-l Wild
Poliovirus (WPV1) was
confirmed from North
Wazinstan on 29 April
2022 by the Pakistan
Mational Polio
Laboratory at the
MNational = Institute of
Health in Islamabad.

Then again on May 15,
the poliovirus was detect-
ed in a one-year-old child
from North Waziristan,

The rising polio cases
across the country have
raised alarm bells among
the health experts who
are believing that the wild
ViTus 1S now active.

Health Minister Abdul
Qadir Patel maintained
that the non-eradication
of poliovirus in Pakistan
was a major dilemma
asserting that m order to
save the children from
life-long paralvsis the

parents should get their

Vehari

children vaceinated.

In the backdrop of
emerging  polio  cases,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on April 25 con-

vened an  emergency
meeting of the National
Task Force for Anti-
Polio.

In his tweet uploaded
on April 23, the premier
expressed his deep con-
cern over the emergence
of polio case. The first
case of poliovirus was
emerged in a 15-month-
old “boy in  North

faziristan on April 22
after a lull of about 15
months across the coun-
ry.

“On April 29, a two-
year-old girl was para-
lyzed by the wild
poliovirus i the second
case confirmed in
Pakistan this vear The
child had an onset of
paralysis on April 14.

The new type-1 Wild
Poliovirus {\-‘3’8\!] was
confirmed from North
Waziristan on 29 April
2022 by the Pakistan
National Polio
Laboratory at the
National = Institute of
Health in Islamabad

Then again on May 13,
the poliovirus was detect-
ed in a one-year-old child
from North Waziristan.

The rising polio cases
across the country have
raised alarm bells among
the health experts who
are believing. INP
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PARACHAINAR: Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource Development Sajid Hussain Turi addressing
the inaugural ceremony of OPF Public School.

China's hybrid oilseed reap to help
ease edible oil shortage in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: China's
hybrid oilseed reap to help
ease edible oil shortage in
Pakistan, China Economic
MNet (CEN) reporied on
Monday,

According  to Zhu
Xiaobo, executive mem-
ber of the Asia and Pacific
Seed Association and
General  Manager  of
Wuhan Qingfa Hesheng
Seed Company, hvbrid
canola variety has been
planted in Pakistan on
about 10,000 hectares of
land, covering around
6000 households.,

In the next three to five
years, we expect it to
expand to over 40,000
hectares and provide more,
healthier edible o1l to
Pakistani people”, Ms,
Zhu Xiaobo told CEN in
an interview.Edible oil
shortage has Ion% been a
hot topic in Pakistan,
which 1mports edible oil
worth $250 million annu-
ally, accounting for 73%
of its entire consuwmp-
tion. The hybrid canola
developed by the company
and planted in Bhakkar,
Multan, Drava Khan,

Chishtian, etc. of Punjab,
features earlier matura-
tion, short strain, and low
content of erucic acid and
slucosinolate, two sub-
stances that adversely
affect people’s cardiovas-
cular health. So far, the
hybrid wvariety has been
certified by Pakistani
authorities for its health
value. Farmers planting
this variety will obtain
government subsidies

Currently. rapeseed 1s
being cultivated on 023
million hectares of land
across Pakistan, covering
12% of the entire oilseeds
cultivated area, According
to estimation, this area 1s
likely to be increased by
10%-15% this year.

“During FY2021 (July-
March), among the 2.91.]?
million tonnes of edible
imported, local production
is provisionally estimated
at 0.374 million tonnes,
grabbing a mere 13%
share™, told Mr, Ghazanfar
Ali, Head of Marketing,
Evyol Group, an agricul-
ture services provider
group and busimess partner
of Qingfa Hesheng.

“Pakistan needs to
ensure food security for a
fast-multiplying popula-
tion, For this, we ought to
be independent in local
seed production. This is
where we look forward to
China's cooperation for
meaningful technical sup-
port both in terms of train-
mg and development of
local human resources and
farm mechanization™, he
said. In Pakistan, the pre-
valling rape mustard Is
low in o1l yield but rich in
erucic acid and glucosino-
late. On the other hand,
Chinese oilseed rape vari-
eties used to be vulnerable
to pod sphiting and Iudﬁ-
ing.“Through hybrid tech-
nologies, we overcome
these disadvantages by
lowering erucic content 1o
less than 3% and the glu-
cosinolate content to less
than 30 micromoles per
gram. The plants are short-
er and more resilient to
gusts. The growth period
is shnrlc:ne& by 8 to 10
days, which allows arm-
ers to arrange the next
crops and get better output
of whole vear INP

Pakistan needs Chinese
assistance for modernisation of
carpet sector: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:  The
carpet sector in Pakistan
needs to adopt technologi-
cal methods 1o reduce the
cost of production and
develop the industry on
maodemn lines.

The people associated
with the sector told
WealthPK that Pakistani
carpets and rugs were
famous globally. Pakistan
E‘(DOI‘TEC{: carpets and rugs
worth $7%.34 million in
2021,

With the evolution of
technology, carpet manu-
facturers in other paris of
the world are adopting
modern  methods 1o
improve productivity and
decrease the cost of pro-
duction. It is tme for

Pakistan to seek Chinese
assistance for modernisa-
tion of its carpet sector as
China 1s already benefit-
ing from the latest tech-
nology, )

The carpet industry m
Pakistan has a long history
with a good reputation in
the wuﬁd. The history of
the carpet industry in the
region can be traced back
to the 1 1th century

The carpet industry
rew rapidly in Pakistan
rom 1970 to 2000 owing
to two main factors. One
reason was the Islamic
revolution in Iran as it
caused a decline in the
production of carpets in
the country, a global com-
petitor in the sector.

The second reason was
the huge influx of Afghan
refugees into  Pakistan
after the Soviet Union
invasion of Afghanistan
The Afghan refugees
brought the fabnes, var-
eties, weaving skills and
natural dyes with them
that gave a boost to the
carpet sector in Pakistan.

The Pakistani carpet
manufacturers use Persian
techniques to make car-
pets and rugs. The poten-
tial of the sector can be
judged by the fact that
despite using traditional
methods, it jﬁas provided
employment opportunities
to 1.5 million people in
the country. However, dur-
ing the last decade INP
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QUETTA: Chairman NDM Mohsin Dawar in a group photo with lawyer’s after
a ceremony at Balochistan High Court Bar.

Anti- Tobacco Activists urge government to
raise taxes on tobacco products

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan top
social and digital media influ-
encers pledged to create aware-
ness against the use of tobacco
in Pakistan. The commitment
was made by them in a confer-
ence organized by Human
Rights organization, Chromatic
Trust at Murree in a local hotel
on Monday,

The conference started with a
camprehensive  presentation
which included latest research
and data of Tobaceco consumers,
effects on health sector and
taxes. Project  Manager
Chromatic Trust, Mr. Tayyab
Raza explained the attendants
during his presentation that how
smoking tobacco causes death,
disease and disability.

The conference urged social
media influencers 1o play their
role towards increasing taxes on
tobacco products as availability
of cheap cigarettes is the reason
behind widespread smoking in

Pakistan.

CEO Chromatic Trust Mr.
Shariq Khan while speaking on
the occasion said that according
to World Health Organization’s
survey 1200 children start smok-
ing every day in Pakistan which
is alarming and we need to take
immediate measures to protect
our youth from this menace.

“We want government to fur-
ther strengthen its law towards
tobacco advertising, promotion
and sponsorship of tobacco
products”, said Mr. Shariq.

Mr. Malik Imran Ahmed,
Country Head CTFK said that
one in ten deaths around the
world is caused by tobacco use
and tobacco is the single greatest
preventable cause of death in the
world. He said that tobacco use
continues to grow in developing
countries including in Pakistan
due to steady population growth,
low prices, lack of awareness
about its dangers and aggressive

lobacco
efforts.

Dr. Ziauddin Islam, Country
Lead Tobacco Control, Vital
Strategies and Former Head
Tobacco Control Cell Mimstry
of NHSRC demands for imple-
mentation of the National
Tobacco control law in its letter
and spirit. which includes the
increasing the size of pictorial
health warnings on cigarette
packs, implementing of banning
the sale of loose ciearettes,
implementation  of  banning
advertisement. and promotion at
point-of-sale. He urged the gov-
ernment to increase tobacco tax-
ation as no increase was not
done for five years. He Further
said that there 1s a need to make
cigarettes  unalfordable and
implement a health levy or
health tax that could be used in
the health sector to benefit the
economy and deter vouth to ini-
tiate smoking INP

industry  marketing

Local coal a viable option for power
generation in Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Coal is one of
the best viable and cheap
options to generate electricity
for Pakistan where power tanfT
generally remains on the higher
side due to high cost of produc-
tion from imported gas and fur-
nace oil.

According to Shamsuddin
Shaikh, former CEQ  Sindh
Engro Coal Mining Company,
the major problem with the local
coal is that Pakistan’s coal
power plants are designed
according to the imported coal.

“As a consequence, Pakistan
18 not able to convert the entire
plants to local coal. but it can do
so partially. In order to alter the
design, a large investment is
required,” he said

The second reason 1s that the
coal is being phased out of the
world's energy mix because of

its  adverse  environmental
effects, so Pakistan faces financ-
ing challenges as well,

n January 2022, the cost of

electricity generation from coal
was Rsl4.1 per kilowat-hour
{kWh) which 15 lower than other
sources like LNG
(Rs16.7/kWh), furnace oil
(Rs22.1/kWh), and high-speed
diesel (Rs25 98/ kWh).

The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
amplifies the coal power genera-
tion considerably. According to
the National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA),
14~ energy projects  having
11,648MW capacity have been
started under CPEC with 5186
billion mvestment. Some proj-
ects are completed and others
are under process in different
phases, Out of this total capacity

IHC forms larger bench
on petition against
removal of Cheema as

Punjab governor

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Monday formed a larger bench on petition against
removal of Omar Sarfraz Cheema from the post of

Punjab Governor,

e bench will be headed by IHC Chief Justice Athar

Minallah.

Justice Amir Faroog and Justice Mohsin Akhtar

Kayani are also part of the bench,

It is to be noted here that the court had dismissed the
objections of the Registrar’s Office at the request of

Omar Sarfraz Cheema. INP

Country may lead to water
scarcity by 2025 if timely
measures not taken

TKARACHL: President, Pakistan Businesses Forum
(PBF ) Mian Usman Zulfigar on Monday has stated that
environmental degradation becomes rising as a country
and it was paying a disproportionate price for climate
change impacts derived by the developed world.

He said the World Bank has mentioned that climate
induced disasters were causing 4-6% of the Pakistan’s
GDP which was a huge sum that needed to be pre-
served through timely interventions.

_ He said the developed world has done injustice and
ignored the third world Fm_'ncu]m_'ly Pakistan that as

their environment damaging
development. Zulfigar stated plantation became essen-
tial however now no longer the best strategy to address

bearing the burden of

(11,648 MW), 8220MW (nine
projects) is coal-fired power
generation with an insured debt
of $8.7 billion by major Chinese
banks including the Industrial
and Commercial Bank of China,
Exlforl-lmpan Bank of China
and China Development Bank
Out of nine coal-based power
projects, five projects having a
capacity of 3.960MW are based
on Thar coal, while the remain-
ing four projects having a capac-
ity of 4.260MW are Dased on
imported coal.

According to Arif Habib
Limited, a leading investment
anking and research firm. in
CY-2017, coal share in electrici-
lﬁ generation was only 4.2%. As
the coal power projects under
CPEC were completed, the
share of coal power reached
20% in CY-2021, INP
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Dissident PML-N
MPA Jalil
Sharagpuri decides
to resign

LAHORE: Pakistan Mushim
League Nawaz (PML-N} member
Punjab Assembly Jalil Ahmed
Sharagpuri on Monday decided to
resign as the member of Punjab
Assembly. )

Sharagpuri will announce his
resignation and formally join PTL

As per sources .?rwy to the mat-
ter, Sharagpuri will bé announcing
his resignation in a press confer-
ence with Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leadership and later
will mive his resignation to
SFcakcr Punjab Assembly Pervaiz
Elal

Sharaqpuri was elected from
Sheikhupura district PP139 from
PML-N's ticket.

It should be noted that PML-N
MPA Faisal Niazi from Khanewal
also gave his resignation as the
member of the assembly. Faisal
Niazi will also officially join PTI
in few days. INP

PTI Long March:
Asad says people to
make history on
May 25

[SLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-g-Insaf (PTI) leader Asad
Umar on Monday said that people
of Pakistan will make history on
May 25 as 'l chairman
announced Lon March to
Islamabad on Sunday.

Talking to media persons, Asad
Umar said that all the arrange-
ments for the march have been
made. "After this day, decisions
for Pakistan will not be made
behind the closed doors." he said.

He went on to say that decisions
regarding Pakistan will not be
made by the illegal money or by
conspiracies and after Hageeqi
Azadi March, masses will be pros-
perous,

On the other hand, PTI decided
to hold protest at Numaish
Chorangi in Karachi while live
screening of the footages from
Islamabad Long March will be
shown there.

President of PTI Karachi Bilal
(Ghaffar will be leading the
protests in Karachi

Bilal Ghaffar said that 5 long
Marches were held in Islamabad in
Imran Khan's government which
were not stopped. adding, "masses
will not accept the regime change
operation in Pakistan'”

On the other hand, PTI decided
to hold protest at Numaish
Chorangi in_Karachi while live
screening of the footages from
Islamabad Long March will be
shown there.

President of PTI Karachi Bilal
Ghaffar  will be Ileading the
protests in Karachi.TNP

ISLAMABAD: Chairman NADRA Muhamamd Tariq Malik
called on Deputy Speaker National Assembly Zahid Akram
Durrani at Parliament house.

prove their efigibi
cost and ather

L NOTICE INVITING TENDER Y

The: Senior Assistant Direclor, Local Govemment Department Quetia invites sealed bids from eligible bidders who can
-z}ann qualification as menticn in the bidding dacuments for the works mantioned belcw. Tha eshmated
nfarmation of works as under; percentage tender based on Composie Schedule of Rales 2018,

the whooping affects ot worldwide warming, adding. i )
%4 dariation s Jikewise essential to be spearﬁeaded e gpa;emm:l Balochistan amended un-ta—daaa: from interestad mma:lcr:_.! f.r:"ﬁs for the \.:nrks listed belew under
the character and network stages and create focus a SR of Py B
2 : : : e Name Eslimated Date of
number of the hundreds to address worldwide warm- PSDP N Work
ing” PBI President also said the country also needed 1o S8 L Cost Rs Technical
tocus on energy transition to clean energy mix. “The (in Million) Bid Opening
Mimistry of Climate Change 111:1%' recommend adapta-
tion measures at the national level and start mass CONSTRUCTION OF SEWERAGE LINE AND
awareness campaign on it 1 376 |DRAIN AT PB S0SARIAR QUETTA 11,000,000 | 06-06-2022
TSE- 21220590513

(o) NOTICE INVITING TENDER @ PROVILAYING  PCC(TUFF  TILES)

%:% . = e Mo SEWRG:DRAINS &  PROVINSTALL:OF

e Deputy Conservator of Forests Quetta inviles bids from eligible Bidders . R— - .

Rehabiation of fence of key protected areas (state fprivatel Community) and core 2 495 “""R I'“““'Ir_ !’!{'mb 2 !IIIND 40,000,000 | 06-06-2022
Zanes AT Thare Shore Shabian under the Development Scheme “Ten Billon Trees STREETSHOUQAT STREET & RAISANI

Tsungerii mme Phase-| Up ql Gwen_ Pakistan Programme (Wildife STREET MIANGUNDHI QUETTA

m] DP No. 1198 FY 2021-22. Bid Security 2% and Tender fee Rs.2000/- TSE. 21220500483

5. No., Name of ltems. Estimated Casl The office of the Senior Assistant Director, Local Government & Rural Developmeant Department Quettn nvites techniza)
1. Rehabilitation of fence of key Rs:- 5,000,000/« proposal of Contractorsifirms adong with sealed financial proposals (Single Stage-Twa Envelope) for above menticned

protected areas (state /private/

Thore Shore Shaban
TSE. 21220593183

Community) and core Zones AT

Document can glso be downloadad from

‘:,- wwwdprgobpk. W @dpr_gob 5

Procurements shal be made under the Balochistan Public Procurement Rules -
2014 Eligibility of Bloders:(a)The bidder must have complated Three (3)
assignments of simar nature of work In st 3 years.(b) Tumaver of at least
mantioned in bidding documents in last three years showing financial capacity of the
firm. (] Registration with relevant taxation departments. GST, Income: Tax, BRAel:
and PEC (in category C-1 to C-5) Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid
Security in the form of Call Deposii@ of 2% of the iotal cost of the works. Tender
Documents: The bidding documents can be obtained from the office of the under-
signed wpon payment (non refundable) bidding document fee (amount menfioned
ghove) through Green Challan)f Cthers please specity (The NIT & Bidding

Documents: From the date of publication of NIT o 08-08-2022, during office hours
on working deys.Last Date of bid submission: The Tenders must be submilted
Iatesd by DB-06-2022 il 1000 AM/ a! the office of the undersigned. Tender
opening; All tendars will be opened on sama day at the office of the under-signad at
11:00PM.Address " ( ofiive of the Deputy Cansarvator of Forests Quatta Phone no. *
0819202606 TERMS SCONDITIONS:No advance paymen! shad be made to the
contractor. All Government t2xes shall be paid by the confractor.The bills of
contractor | firms will be entertained after completion of the works / supply. The rates
offered should be ciear, ambiguous and over-wrilten rates will not be considered. The
tender rates recaived afler due date and time wil notbe accepted, The firmicontracior
will also fumish an affidavit for not being blackisted or under any litigation. The 10%
security amount will be deducted and returned after three months of he satisfaction
of work, The conbraclor having passed experience wilth Forest Depariment will be
given PRIOR prederence. The approval of tender and issuance of work order wil be
subject to the approval of plan and subsequent release of funds by the
authority to ihe undessigned, Tender Medhod: Single Stage single Envelop

dpegob | §l @i

works, All interesiod bidders are reguired o submit documents as per foliowing brefs in supporl of their technicalFinanc:al
proposal The procurement shal be carrled oul In acoordance with Balochistan Publc Procurament Regulatory, Rules
2014 and amended uplo date and Paxistan Engineenng Council By-Laws. BASIC ELIGIBILITY: The Contracior must
hawe vilid registration i . 2021-22 with Pakistan Enginearing Coundilin relavant Calegory in relevant discipline/s pecially
code mentioned in the bidding documents and Iresh registration with fx aulhorifies Le. (NTN, sales tax Depariment and
BRA) where applcabie. The bidder must have completed simitar nature as
As per BPPRA nie 825 (3) only one Bid can be submilled agains! ane NTN, only original Contracions with original
Cocuments will be eligile METHOD OF PROCUREMENT: (Single Stage ~Two Envelop) bidding Procedure will be
adapted Call Depost and Challan should ba attached with Technical propasal Which wil be venfed accord ngly BIDDING
{ TENDER DOCUMENTS: |ssuance: The bidders can oblain the bidding document from tha addness mentioned abowe on
production of graen Challan form for an amaunt of Rs. mentionad above | Non-refundable) for each werk depasited in the
head of acoount C-3725 Civil works through Govt: Treasury™ational Bank of Pasistan or can be downioaded from the
website of BPPRA [wwe.bppea. gob.pi), duting working haur, from the date of putfication of this invitation in newspapers
till ane: day prior 1o the last date of submission, The contraciors/Foms who obiain bidding documents by cownloading
them from BPPRA wabsite will a'so be required Lo provide deposiled green Challan from of above mentioned Fee, The
bids must ba accompaniec by bid security "Technical Bid™ for each work in the form of call daposit of amount
above In the office name of the under signed from a scheduled bank. No any Sank Drafts & Bank Chegue shall be
acceptabla DEADLINE OF SUBMISSION: Technical and financial proposals from infending conbracioes/lirms saaled in

competent

o

PRQ N0.3999.23-05-2022

www.dpr.gob.pk.

two separata envelopes cleady marked with Work ttie & type of proposal must be delivared by hand or through registered
mail o the address mentioned balow an or before §th_June, 2022, at 12:00 PM.OPENING

“Technical Bids™ will be opened on [he same day specified in the above table before procuremient commitiee in the
presence of bidders or their authonzed representatives who choose 1o altend with authonty leliar, Second enveiope
containing financial bids of technically quatfied bidders will be openad kater, the date of which will be cammunicated after
evaluafion of the technical bids BIDS VALIDITY: Ninely (90) days PLACE: The place of issuance, submission, inquiries
and opening will be the Office of the Senior Assistant Director Local Govemment & Rural Development Department
Salpiite Town Quetla. The Technical Quakification Criena as mentioned i Bid data sheet and annexuras of bidding
documents viz. Equipment's, Financial capabiities and stalf requirements aic. must be fulfiled besides other
requiramants as mentioned in bidding document by the participating firms. Al bidders are required (o examine bidding
documents in all respect prior to bid submission, The firms providing unsubstantiated and / or incorect information are
lrable 1o disgualifization and { or legal action. The undersigned reserves the right to rejact all bids as per the BPPRAnsies. In
case the bidder quotes the rate 10% or more below than the Engneers Estimated Cost he shall have 10 attach Bank
Guaraniee of the parcentage ha fled below From & scheduled bank.

» q .j]u—__gl_}l_n .E ijp;r_l_;{,ll_) :f

nis menboned in the biding documents,

specified

3. The envelope containing

Development Quetta
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Delayed response to Sherani Koh e Suleman forest fire

Syed Ali Shah analysis

It has been eleven days since
the ancient pine trees and olive
trees are on fire in
Balochistan’s Sherani district,
Disturbing images of forest fire
have pained every sane person
on this planet, Three people lost
their lives and four sustained
injuries while battling the
flames of fire in the ancient for-
est. The scale of the destruction
was and is massive.
Nevertheless. the Balochistan
government and the federal
government’s immediate
response was poor. At the gov-
ernment level, only the pourly

equipped civil administration
and a few forest guards were
making abortive attempts to put
out the fire.
Officials
damages initially when the fire
eruptedThe officials failed to
assess the damages and the
scale/spread of the fire initially
However, gradually, when the
fire continued to spread, the
provincial and federal povemn-
ments realized the sensitivity of
the matter.
Commander
Lieutenant General Sarfaraz Ali
took serious notice of the forest
fire and directed the frontier
corps personnel deployed in the

fail to assess the

12-Corps

PESHAWAR: Former Prime Minister and PTI chief imran khan arrived in Sadar bazaar.

Pakistan reports 49
COVID-19 cases, no
death in 24 hours

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has report-
ed no death in the last 24 hours by
novel coronavirus as the number of
[.Igositive cases has risen to 1,529 834

he nationwide tally of faralities
stands at 30,379 on Monday.

According to the latest figures by

the National Institute of Health (NIH),
at least 49 Sx;:rsnns were tested positive
for COVID-19 across the country in
the past 24 hours,
_ Pakistan has conducted 13,078 tests
in the past 24 hours out of which 49
persons were lested positive for the
disease. The COVID Positivity Ratio
was recorded at 0,37 percent INP

PTI seeks permission
for May 25 sit-in on
Srinagar Highway

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf on Monday sought
permission from Islamabad district
commissioner for I_mldin%_ a sit-in on
Srinagar Highway in the Tederal capi-
tal on May 25.

According to details, the PTI wrote
an application to the [slamabad DC
requesting him to allow the party to
stage a sit-in on Srinagar Highway on
the day of party’s long march as was
announced by party Chairman Imran
Khan,

It was stated in the application that
the administration should provide
security and take other measures for
the security of participants of the long
march,

It was also assured in_ the applica-
tion that the rally participants would
stage a peaceful demonstration, INP

Rains to continue till
Tuesdayin Lahore:
Weather office

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Meteorological Department on
Monday forecasted that the persist
rain _spell will continue _till
Tuesday(today) and gusty winds
followed by rain has turned the
weather Eeasanl and beat the
scorching heatwave,

The current temperature recorded
was 29 degree Celsius in Lahore,

_The met office said that Lahore
cily may receive rain with strong
winds and it also improved the air

vality index which recorded 55

QI points.

A westerly wave is present over
upper parts of the country and like-

ly  to strengthen from today
(evening/night). ) )
Dust-thunderstorm-rain with

Eust\_- winds are expected in Khyber
akhtunkhwa, Gilgit Baltistan,
Kashmir, Islamabad and upper
Punjab. Hot and dry weather is
expected in other parts of the coun-
try with dust raising/gusty winds in
central and southern parts,

Sunday’s recorded highest maxi-
mum  temperature’s (°C):
Mohenjodaro, Jacobabad, Dadu,
Sibbi, Shaheed Benazirabad 49,
Larkana, Padidan and Sakrand 48,

Rainfall {(mm): Punjab: Chakwal
04 Narowal 01, Gilgit Baltistan:
Babusar 03, Astore 01 and Kashmir:
Garhi Dupatta 01.INP

Asif Zardari, Fazlur
Rehman vow to deal
with PTI long march

ISLAMABAD: Former President
and Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
leader Asif Ali Zardari on Monday
met Jamiat Ulemai-i-Islam-Fazl
{(JUI-F) chief Moulana Fazlur
Rehman where the two vowed to
foil Imran Khan's ambitions which
he wanted to achieve through his
Islamabad long march. .

Durmig the meeting, Asif Zardari
and Fazlur Rehman discussed polit-
ical developments in the country,
“Imran Khan's long march is a
failed bid to create anarchy in the
country,” the JUI-F chief said and
added that they would give a fight
to the PTI chairman on every plat-
form. ) )

Speaking during the meeting,
Asif Zardari said that Pakistan is
facing an economic crisis and Imran
Khan wanted to further prolong it
The two agreed that they would not
allow Imran Khan’s ambitions to
succeed and the coalition govern-
ment will drag the country out of
the ongoing crisis. INP

Notices issued under
Anti-Money Laundering
Act look flawed: LHC

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court on Monday said that appar-
ently it looks like that the show-
cause notices i1ssued in the anti-
money laundering cases are nof
apfial'opnalre. )

‘he high court was hearing
petitions ~ challenging  call-up
notices 1ssued under the Money-
Laundering Act. The law officers
from Inland Revenue and the fed-
eral government appeared before
the court.

The court asked the lawyers of
the petitioners to submit their
replies to the court by next week,

hile giving his observations
LHC Justice Shams Mehmood
Mirza remarked that it appeared
that the show-cause notices issued
under the Anti-Money Laundering
Act looked flawed. The rule is;
first determine sources of money
then start proceedings, the judge
sald adding that the FBR first
lodged cases and then started
determining sources of income.

Saying this, the judge extended
court’s order that restricted the
FBR intelligence to take final

decisions on the call-up notices,
besides extending another court
order directing the FBR not to
harass the petiioners.

Justice Mirza was hearing 300
geﬁlinns including a petition filed

y the SM Group of Industries.

Syed Mustafa Naqvi, Murtaza
Maqvi advocate and other lawyers
appeared before the court on
behalf of the petitioners,
__The petitioners contended that
il a tax payer did not declare his

ank accounts, it did not come in
the ambit of anti-money launder-
ing case. [t was further argued that
the FIR registered on the mere
basis of bank accounts was viola-
tion of the Hudaibya Paper Mills
verdict and Justice Qazi Faiz Isa’s
judgement. The petitioners said
that” the Anti-Money Laundering
Act could not be used for the
back-date cases. The FBR™s 1&]
Inland Revenue does not have the
J’urlsd:cnon to hear cases lodged in
2020, they said adding that they
were issued call-up notices on the
ﬂrﬁ}'iuus cases which were illegal.

Miftah Ismail leaves for Doha to
hold final talks with IMF

KARACHI: Finance Minister
Miftah Ismail on Monday claimed
the nation is paying thé price of

wrong policies and agreements
signed by the previous govern-
ment with the International

Monetary Fund (IMF),

Talking to the media persons in
Karachi %einre leaving for Doha
for talks with IMF, he said tough
conditions of withdrawing subsi-
dies and imposing tax on petrole-
um products is the result of agree-
ments of the previous povernment
with IMF,

Miftah Ismail said as per agree-
ments of the previous govern-
ment, the diesel price is to be
increased by 150 rupees per litre
and petrol by 100 rupees per litre
but the present sovernment does
not want to carry it forward as it
will result in a heavy financial
burden on the masses.

He said Imran Khan has always
created impediments in the path of
development of the country, He
said Imran Khan's 2014 ‘sit-in
caused the postponement of the

PIA likely to

Chinese president’s visit to
Pakistan and today IMF team that
was due in Islamabad for talks has
declined to visit because of Imran
Khan's  sit-ins Miftah  Ismail
expressed the ope that in the next
two days he will succeed in hay-
ing agreement with IMF in the
best interest of the country and the
people. Talking to the media per-
sons in Karachi before leaving for
Doha for talks with IMF, he said
tough conditions of withdrawing
subsidies and imposing tax on
petroleum products is the result of
agreements of the previous gov-
ernment with IMF.

Miftah Ismail said as per agree-
ments of the previous govern-
ment, the diesel price is to be
increased by 150 rupees per litre
and petrol by 100 rupees per litre
but the present government does
not want to carry it forward as it
will result in a heavy financial
burden on the masses.He said
Imran Khan has always created
impediments in the path of devel-
opment of the country. INP

kick-off Hajj

operation from May 31

KARACHI:
International Airlines (PIA)
on Monday decided to begin
pre-Hajj operation of trans-
porting intending pilgrims
to Saudi Arabia from May
31, 2022.

Well-informed  sources
told that the national fla
carrier has completed all
preparations to start Hajj
operation from May 31

PIA  will operate Hajj
flights from eight destina-
tions including Islamabad,
Karachi. Lahore, Sialkot,
Multan, Sukkur, Peshawar
and Rahim Yar Khan, .
~ The religious affairs min-
istry has finalised arrange-
ments with §1.000 allowed
to travel to the Kingdom this
year, _

According to the ministry,
31,253 aspiring pilgrims

Pakistan

will perform Hajj this year
as Pakistan was given the

"

guota of 86.000 pilgrims in
2022 The names of 32.000
successful applicants will be
announced after balloting in
accordance with the 40 per
cent government quota,

The quota for pilgrims has
been divided into 60% and
40% for private and govern-
ment tour operators respec-
tively, it was learnt.

It has been further recom-
mended to charge
Rs945.000 for government-
facilitated Hajj while pri-
vate tour operators will be
allowed to charge above
Rs1.2 million for the pil-
grimage. )

It is to be noted that Saudi
Arabia has allotted the sec-
ond-highest quota of Hajj
pilgrims to Pakistan after
the Kingdom allowed one
million people to perform
the holy pilgrimage this
year.INP
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US dollar
reaches record
Rs200.50 after

jump by 36 paisa

KARACHI: There
seems to be no end in
sight to the flight of US
dollar  vis-a-vis  Pak
Rupee as the currency.
which had closed at
Rs200.14  on  Friday,
touched an all-time high
Rs200.50 mark after an
increase by 36 paisa in the
interbank  market on
Monday

Experts have attributed
devaluation of the rupee
to an increase in the
import bill and repay of
foreign loans.

The local currency con-

tinued to be on a slippery
slope as it loses another
36 paisas against the US
dollar,
_ Experts  said  that
investors are concerned as
there is speculation and
uncertainty in  market
poses that the IMF may
not agree to resume the
loan programme follow-
Ln;g the government’s
reluctance o implement
the prerequisite condi-
tions including POL price
hike ending subsidies.

On the other hand, the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) reserves, after drop
of $140.5 million, have
now reached the lowest
}ﬂsl of $10.16 billion.

Six tourists dead
as coaster plunges
into gorge in
Abbottabad

ABBOTTABAD: At
least six people were
kalled and several others
injured when a passenger
coaster carrying tourists
fell into a gorge in the
country’s tourist area of
7T Abbottabad on
Monday.

According to detail, the
tll-fated coaster was trav-
elling from Murree to
Abbottabad  when the
driver lost control and fell
into_a deep ravine in
Khaira Gali.

As a result, six people
were Killed on the spot
while several others
injured n the accident.

Residents of the area
and rescue  teams
launched an operation
after the accident, howev-
er, due to the deepening of
the gorge, rescue opera-
tions were facing difficul-
ties.

The injured were
rushed to Murree Hospital
by the rescue teams with
the help of locals, where
the condition of the sever-
al injured were said to be
in critical,

According to the initial
police report, the dead
and injured included
women.

QUETTA: PTI I;ﬁluchistan seneral secretary DR Muneer addressing a press conference
regarding 25 May Azadi March in Islamabad.

area to assist the civil adminis-
tration. The military also pro-
vided helicopters to put out the
Chie

Commander 12-Corps flew to
Zhob and had an aenial view of
the destruction caused by the
fire.Responsibility needs fo be
fixedResponsibility needs to be
fixed. First of all, there has to
be an investigation that what
caused this fire, Forest guards
are already deployed in the area
and their core responsibility is
to protect the ancient forest.
Second, the Provincial Disaster
Management
(PDMAYs delayed response

Agarwood has potential to be a future
cash crop in Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Agarwood, or oud, has the poten-
tial to be a future cash crop istar
Prospects of successful seed cultivation are about
90-98%. Tropical areas in Pakistan are suitable to
grow agarwood/black gold or “the wood of gods”,
said Abrar Hussain, in-charge of Horticulture
Training Institute of Pattoki (HTIP), a non-govern-
mental organization established by the local peo-
ple. Abrar stated that the HTIP is working to pro-
mote agarwood cultivation in Pakistan.
_ Talking to WealthPK, Abrar said the HTIP is
imporiing agarwood seeds from Indonesia.”Shell
life of agarwood seed is seven to eight days onlyv.
That’s why seed is imported on demand or accord-
ing to need for the preparation of seedlings. Each
seed is sold at Rs300 normally. Seedlings become
ready to plant after the span of a vear,” he said.
An agarwood plant takes at least eight years to
mature, but some plants apparently mature at the
age of four to five years as well. At the maturity
level, the tree is ready for fungus inoculation if it
does not occur naturally.”Due to its economic
value, people are keen to cultivate agarwood in
at’s why we are importing it. But if the
government takes interest, it can be a most produc-
five cultivation for the national economy,” he
said. Abrar said the National Agriculture Research
NARC) must start a research pr
agarwood cultivation in Pakistan. Tt will
farmers in getting training from the most relevant
eople concerning its cultivation.” he said Dr. Rifat
- cientist Plant Genetic Resources
Program, Bioresources Conservation [nstitute of
C, told WealthPK that acarwood is a valuable
non-timber forest product.
tropical evergreen agarwood trees into a valuable

The PDMA

Mir
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Minister
Bizenjo

natural  disasters
carthquakes, flash

Authority

in Pakistan resin/sa

few

woods,

program for
elp the

ud formation turns incomplete

agarwood. |

should be investigated,

should go
bevond the distribution of flour
and rice. Rather, the authority
should be well-equipped with
the latest machinery and trained
manpower to make sure timely
responses to such natural disas-
ters.Balochistan is prone to all-
including

drought, etec. The govermment
should not make PDMA an
ATM machine rather it should
tackle such situations i an
effective way PDMA should go
beyond the distribution of lour
and riceThe government needs
to revamp the PDMA and pre-

commodity. ] |
of agar tree against fungal disease, Its
self-defence system creafes black resin around the
infected area. Such black shield is the precious oud
or black gold. Native areas of agarwood are Burma,
parts of Thailand and Assam. etc. It can be
rrown in other tropical places, but 1t is not certain
that without specific temperature or conditions,
Tungus will grow 1n 1t For this purpose, agar tree is
made infected with mould or bacteria invasion
through inoculation process, As a result, few trees
can be infected. " To get the essential oil from agar-
wood. only the nfected part is soaked in water fora
month or more, After this period, oil is distilled
through steam distillation. Agarwood oil can never
be extracted from leaves. roots or other healthy
branches or trunk, Black agarwood is considered
precious as it is [ull of essential oil and its sinking
ratio is higher Sinking test shows the percentage o
oil in wood, Its fragrance notes of rose an
Its fumes also create the fecling of
warmth.” Dr. Rifat said Principal Scientific Officer
in NARC Dr. Aamir Sultan said while talking to
WealthPK that few people have started agarwood
cultivation in Pakistan, 4 evel th
no research study about its adoptability in the
couniry. “IT experiments
our tropical areas, 1t wil
farming segment,” he said.From ancient times,
agarwood is used to scent the holy places, carve the
artifacts. craft the religious ornaments. heal the
patients, fumigate the clothes against lice and other
micro insects, and 1ur€rcparal|0n of incense sticks.
Book of Traditional C

pare an effective mechanism to
give response 1o such disasters
tunely. First and foremost, the
security of forests across
Balochistan should be tight-
ened and all-out efforts should
be made to protect our natural
assets, The provincial and led-
eral governments should also
announce a special relief pack-
age for the people of Sheram
and other affected areas since
they were financially depend-
ent on these pine and olive trees
for a long time. Environmental
experts on national and interna-
tional levels should be engaged
to evolve a strategy for the
regrowth of the Sherani forest.
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Anti-polio drive kicks
off across Pakistan

[SLAMABAD: A five-day anti-polio
campaign begined across the country on
Monday,

During the campaign, approximately
433 million children under the age of
five vears will be administered the anti-
polio vacecine.

A supplementary dose of Vitamin A
drops will also be administered to chil-
dren aged 6 months to five years.
Around 340,000 frontline workers will
take part in the campaign to administer
vaccines to the children at their
doorsteps.

Earlier, inaugurating the campaign,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif had
assured that the government would take
all measures to eradicate this crippling
disease from the country.

He directed the federal and provincial
governments and district management to

MirFran

[ssial

address the challenge of persistently
missed children, refusals and fake finger
marking during the campaign,

Pakistan has reported three cases of
polio in 2022 so far. All the cases have
been reported in North Waziristan.

Earlier, Chief of Army Staff General
Qamar Javed Bajwa and Co-Chair of the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Bill
Gates held a telephone conversation.

During a telephonic conversation with
COAS Bajwa, Bill Gates appreciated
Pakistan's success against COVID-19
despite resource constramts, He also
appreciated Pakistan Army for suppori-
ing the national polio drive, ensuring
proper reach and coverage.

Matters related to Pakistan’s commit-
ment to comprehensive Polio eradica-
tion and COVID-19 were discussed dur-
ing the conversation. INP

Finance Minister Miftah Ismail speaks to the media in Karachi.

PTI approaches ECP to denotify PTI
MPAs, bar Hamza Shahbaz as CM

ISLAMABAD: The  Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insal (PTI) on Monday
approached the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) to issue a notifica-
tion for the de-seating of the dissident
members of the Punjab Assembly
(MPAs) besides also barring Hamza
Shahbaz from working as chief minis-
ter.

The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP} has de-seated 25 dis-
sident Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insat (PTI1)
MPAs who voted for PML-N's
Hamza Shehbaz Sharif in Punjab
chief minister’s election.

The letter was written by PT1 coun-
sel Faysal Chaudhry to Chief Election
Commissioner Sikandar Sultan Raja.

In his letter, the PTI counsel said
that Hamza Shahbaz has lost his
majority after the de-seating of the
PTI lawmakers and therefore the ECP
should bar him from acting as the
chief minister

He further asked the CEC to deno-
tify the dissident MPA in light of the
decision given on May 20.

Yesterday, the Pakistan Tehreek-1-
Insal (PTI} has filed a petition in the
Lahore High Court (LHC) for ensur-
ing the immediate de-seating of
Punjab Assembly lawmakers disqual-
ified by the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) and oath-taking of
new members

The application was submitted to
Chief Justice Lahore High Court
(LHC) by PTI's counsel, who also
shared details of the happening at the
Punjab Assembly.

He argued in his plea that dissident
PTl lawmakers have no right to
attend the Punjab Assembly’s pro-
ceedings after being disqualified and
de-seated by the election commis-
sion. “The court should ensure oath
of new members on reserved secats
that fell vacant after PTI lawmakers
got de-seated,” he said.

Azhar Siddique said that the chief
justice has asked them to submit the
plea tomorrow as per the procedure.
“The plea will be taken up by the
court tomorrow,” he said. INP

BOI facilitates MoU signing between
Optima Integration Group and others

[SLAMABAD: Board  of
Investment (BOL) has facilitated
Mol signing between Optima
Integration Group, China Optima
In[cg[raucm Group. China and Asia
Pak Tnvestments. ) .

A statement of the Prime Minister
office of the BOI issued here on
Monday said, Pakistan in spirit to
enhance Business to Business (B2B)
Agricultural Cooperation between
Pakistan and hina signed a
Memorandum of l_fnderstandmg
{MolU) on Monday., May 232021
under the auspices of Board of
Investment (Bol

Federal Minister Board of
Investment, Chaudhry Salik Tussain
was the chiel guest of the event and
Secretary BOI” Ms. Fareena Mazhar
also participated in the ceremony.

The signatories included Mr Sam
Siu, Chairman, Optima Integration
Group and Mr. Eusha Saleem Bajwa.
CEQ, Sino Pak Optima Technologies
SPOT).

(

Federal Minister BOI appreciated
the interest of Chinese side in
Agriculture & Livestock sector of

Pakistan particularly, Fish & Seafood
lnduslr{}[_ } : o
The Minister informed the partici-
pa‘[mPL_{ E::_irtles about the establishment
of Pakistan-China Business and
Investment Forum (PCBIF) which is
the result of E”m efforts of Board of
Investment (BOI), Chinese Embassy
and All-Pakistan Chinese Enterprises’
Association (APCEA) and comprises
of leading Pakistani and Chinese
companies. The project between the
signing parties will comprise setting
up an end-to-end supply chain for
seafood export (79 species of [ish are
a]i:_hprm'ed by General Administration
of Customs of the People's Republic
of China (GACC) for export from
Pakistan to China). to be produced in
Pakistan and transported to China for
consumption there. The statement fur-
ther said that it will include a high-
tech processing fa-:lht% and related
technology transfer.In the first phase,
the estimated investment will be
around USD 50Million and will cre-
ate more than 100 jobs in Gwadar and
Karachi in Fishing, Power and
Logistics sectors. IN




