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News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Follow 
ing a major upset in 
Senate polls, Prime Mini 
ster (PM) Imran Khan 
will seek a vote of confi-
dence from the National 
Assembly members on 
March 6 (today).

According to details, 
President of Pakistan Dr 
Arif Alvi has sum-
moned the session of 
National Assembly at 
12.15pm.

The premier is also 
scheduled to chair a 
joint parliamentary 
party meeting of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) and its allied 
parties at 3:00pm today 
to take the participants 
into confidence regard-
ing current political sit-
uation arising after the 
Senate elections.

The PM will also brief 
the attendees about the 
purpose of obtaining 
the vote of confidence 
from the Parliament.

Earlier, while address-
ing the nation, PM 
Imran said that if he 
fails to win the vote of 
confidence from the 

House, he will leave 
office and sit in the 
opposition. “Money has 
been used in the Senate 
election for the past 40 
years, he who has money 
becomes a senator”, he 
said.

The PM said his party 
also went to Supreme 
Court of Pakistan for 
this purpose and the 
apex court had directed 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan to use all mod-
ern technology to 
ensure transparency in 
the elections.

He said he is not 
afraid of losing power as 
he has no monetary 
interests. He said he 
bears all his personal 
expenses himself and 
unlike previous rulers, 
he is not a burden on 
national exchequer. 

PDM likely to get 
Senate chairmanship 
after securing six mem-
ber lead over ruling coa-
lition Pakistan Demo 
cratic Movement (PDM) 
candidate Yousaf Raza 
Gillani is likely to beco 
me Sena te Chairman 
after opposition alliance 
secured a six-member 

lead over incumbent 
ruling coalition.

The opposition’s PDM 
gained an upper hand in 
the 100-member upper 
house of the Parliament 
as the number of mem-
bers of the opposition 
alliance rose to 53.

The requisition of the 
National Assembly for 
the purpose of requiring 
the prime minister to 
obtain a vote of confi-
dence under Article 
91(7) of the Constitution 
has generated a debate 
among constitutional 
experts on the domain 
of the constitutional 
provision since this is 
the case of first impres-
sion.

Clause 7 of Article 91 
reads: “The Prime 
Minister shall hold 
office during the pleas-
ure of the President, but 
the President shall not 
exercise his powers 
under this clause unless 
he is satisfied that the 
Prime Minister does not 
command the confi-
dence of the majority of 
the members of the 
National Assembly, in 
which case he shall 

summon the National 
Assembly and require 
the Prime Minister to 
obtain a vote of confi-
dence from the 
Assembly.”

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Thursday dur-
ing a televised address 
to the nation announced 
that he would obtain a 
vote of confidence from 
the National Assembly 
on Saturday.

According to a federal 
minister, the prime min-
ister could advise the 
president for summon-
ing the National Asse 
mbly session. However, 
the minister did not 
comment on the lan-
guage of the constitu-
tional provision that exp 
lains circumstances for 
requisition of the ses-
sion for the PM’s vote of 
confidence.

Federal Minister for 
Information and Broad 
casting Shibli Faraz said 
that what happened 
during Wednesday’s 
Senate election was an 
eye-opener and the 
prime minister had 
decided to obtain a vote 
of confidence to dispel 

any negative impres-
sion. “This is a bold step 
of the prime minister as 
he is not a traditional 
politician and has 
always played on the 
front foot. Therefore, he 
will submit himself for a 
confidence vote.”

He said that the prime 
minister took this deci-
sion to dispel the 
impression as portrayed 
by the opposition that 
he had lost confidence of 
the National Assembly.

On the other hand, 
constitutional expert 
Senator Raza Rabbani 
termed the govern-
ment’s move against the 
constitutional scheme 
and said that Article 
91(7) was about exclu-
sive jurisdiction of the 
president, and not the 
prime minister.

“It is the prerogative 
of the president to 
invoke this Article if he 
believes that the PM has 
lost the confidence of the 
National Assembly sinc 
e the law specifically 
states that it is the ‘satis-
faction of the president’ 
to assume that the PM 
does not command.

Sirajul Haq 
assures Gilani 
of support in 
Senate chief 

vote
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Jamaat-e-
Islami Amir Senator 
Sirajul Haq has assured 
PDM candidate and for-
mer prime minister 
Yousaf Raza Gilani of 
support in the election for 
Senate chairman. 

Sirajul Haq telephoned 
Gilani on Friday and con-
gratulated him on his 
election as a senator from 
Islamabad. 

It may be mentioned 
here that the Jamaat-i-
Islami boycotted the vot-
ing for Senate elections in 
the National Assembly on 
Wednesday last.

NAB court indicts 
Nawab Raisani and 8 
others in a corruption 

case

News Desk

QUETTA: A National 
Accountability Court 
(NAC) indicted for-
mer chief minister 
Nawab Aslam Raisani 
and 8 others in a cor-
ruption case. Judge of 
the NAC, Allah Dad 
Roshan indicted the 
former chief minister 
in misuse of authority 
case.

Spokesman NAB 
said the former CM’s 
order inflicted mil-
lions of rupees finan-
cial loss to the national 
exchequer. He said 
illegal action by the 
accused caused a 
financial loss of Rs.  

817 million to the 
national exchequer.

A c c o u n t a b i l i t y 
Court Quetta Judge 
Allah Dad Roashan 
heard the case while 
Rashid Zaib Golara 
appeared on behalf of 
NAB Balochistan. As a 
CM, Nawab Raisani 
had approved the pay-
ment of the amount to 
compensate his family 
members for the dam-
ages in the Mehar 
Garh in a tribal dis-
pute.

Mehar Garh houses 
thousands of years old 
ancient civilizations.

NAB Balochistan 
had completed the 
investigation against 
eight accused includ-
ing the former Chief 
Minister of 
Balochistan and filed 
the reference in the 
accountability court 
after the approval of 
Chairman NAB Justice 
Javed Iqbal.

Opposition to boycott 
NA session on vote of 

confidence: Fazl

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
chief Maulana Fazlur Reh 
man said on Friday that 
no opposition member 
would attend the National 
Assembly session sched-
uled for Satu rday, in 
which Prime Minister 
Imran Khan will seek a 
vote of confidence.

The announcement fro 
m the chief of the 10-party 
opposition alliance comes 
a day after the premier 
delivered an address to 
the nation, explaining 
why he was seeking a vote 
of confidence in the wake 
of the Senate elections in 
which the opposition man 
aged to stage an upset.

“Tomorrow a session 
has been called in which 
no member of the opposi-
tion will take part,” Reh 
man said while address-
ing a press conference in 
Islamabad. He added that 
the opposition will app 

oint a person to keep a loo 
kout during the session 
for the “drama they are do 
ing there”. He said Yousuf 
Raza Gilani’s victory was 
itself a no-confidence mot 
ion against the premier.

Rehman, who is also the 
chief of JUI-F, clai med 
that President Arif Alvi in 
his summary to summon 
Saturday’s session had 
essentially stated that 
Prime Mini ster Imran 
had “lost the trust of the 
majority” and he, there-
fore, needed to seek a vote 
of confidence.

“So when the president 
talks about losing trust to 
call the session of the Nat 
onal Assembly, then this 
further stren gthens the 
stance of the opposition,” 
he said. After the opposi-
tion’s boycott, Reh man 
said, “this session will hav 
e no political importance” 
and the PTI government 
“will not be considered the 
representative goverment 
of this nation”.

MQM-P, PML-Q 
express full confidence 

in PM Imran
News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Delegat 
ions of Muttahida Qaumi 
M o v e m e n t - P a k i s t a n 
(MQM-P) and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Quaid 
(PML-Q) held separation 
meetings with Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on 
Friday.

According to the 
details, a delegation of 
MQM-P headed by Khalid 
Maqbool Siddiqui met 
with the prime minister 
in Islamabad today and 
expressed their full confi-
dence in him.

During the meeting, 
the MQM-P reminded the 
prime minister of his 
promises and expresses 
concerns over the sale of 
government jobs in Sindh, 
the murder of merit and 

withdrawal of security 
from several MQM-P’s 
leaders. The MQM-P del-
egation urged the prime 
minister to finalize the 
candidate for the Senate 
chairmanship after con-
sultation with the allied 
party. PM Imran Khan 
said that MQM-P is a key 
allied party of the gov-
ernment and assured the 
delegation that their griev 
ances will be addressed 
soon.

Meanwhile, a delega-
tion of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Quaid (PML-Q) 
met with PM Imran in the 
federal capital and assu 
red him of their full sup-
port. The delegation appri 
sed the prime minister 
that all the PML-Q law-
makers cast their votes in 
favour of candidates.

PM Imran to seek vote of 
confidence in NA today

RAWALPINDI: General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff( COAS) visited field training area in Cholistan Desert. INP PHOTO

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Elect 
ion Commission of Paki 
stan (ECP) on Friday expr 
essed its disappointment 
over the allegations rais 
ed by PM Imran Khan 
during his address to the 
Nation.

In its declaration issued 
after the meeting to 
review the allegations 
leveled by the prime min-
ister and the federal min-
isters, ECP cannot do any 
amendment against the 
law and if anybody has 
reservation, the constitu-
tional way is open for all.

The meeting chaired 
by Chief Election Commi 
ssioner Sikandar Sultan 
Raja was attended by the 
members of the ECP, sec-
retary and the officials of 
the law wing. The return-
ing officer (RO) Islamabad 
briefed the participants 
about the Senate polls.

The meeting reviewed 
allegations of horse-trad-
ing leveled by PM Imran 

Khan and the federal 
ministers, said sources 
and added that the ECP 
will issue a declaration 
about the meeting.

On Wednesday, Fore 
ign Minister Shah Mah 
mood Qureshi along with 
his cabinet fellows, Shibli 
Faraz and Fawad Chau 
dhry had lamented that 
the ECP was responsible 
to hold free and fair polls, 
however, it failed in per-
forming its duty.

On Thursday, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan had 
raised questions over the 
performance of the Elect 
ion Commission of Com 
mission (ECP) for not tak-
ing action against individ 
uals “buying” votes for 
their candidates in recen 
tly held Senate polls 2021.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan had said this while 
addressing the nation, a 
day after he had decided 
to take a vote of confi-
dence following the rul-
ing party suffered a set-
back when its candidate.

ECP shows 
disappointment over 
allegations raised by 

PM Khan

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Annual matric 
examinations 2021 in Bal 
ochistan would com-
mence on April 9. A total 
of 1,26,000 male and fem 
ale students would appe 
ar in the examination, 
Shaukat Ali Sarpara, the 
controller of Balochistan 
Board of Intermediate 
and Secondary Education 
(BBISE) told daily Quetta 
Voice.

The BBISE has estab-
lished 380 centers across 
all 34 districts of the 
province, Mr. Sarpara 
informed. “Strategy 
evolved to tackle the issue 
of cheating in examina-
tions”, the BBISE 
Controller mentioned.

Since the outbreak of 
the COVID19, this is for 
the first time that the 
BBISE is holding the mat-
ric examinations in 
Balochistan. Last year, 
the board passed the stu-
dents on the basis of the 

general assessment.
“Strict instructions 

issued to examination 
staff against cheating”, 
the Controller said.

Influential students 
manage to get high marks 

In Balochistan, influen-
tial students always man-
age to get high marks. 
Whereas, the competent 
students subsequently 
suffer and fail to get the 
required marks. “No mat-
ter whether you study or 
not just have good links 
in the board”, Muhammad 
Aslam, a student 

lamented.
The Controller how-

ever disagreed and said 
the BBISE committed to 
eradicating the curse of 
cheating from 
Balochistan. When asked 
about teachers’ duties in 
exams, he dispelled the 
impression that influen-
tial teachers succeed in 
getting posted.

Although, most of the 
influential students man-
age to select their desired 
examination centers to 
get uninterrupted cheat-
ing. “This is a practice for 
the last few years”, an 
officer of the BBISE said. 
The officer requested 
anonymity.

Sarpara urges parents 
to ensure proper studies 
of their sons and daugh-
ters  Mr. Sarpara moreo-
ver urged the parents to 
ensure proper studies of 
their sons and daughters. 
“We have closed the 
doors of cheating”, he 
insisted.

Flaws in tax 
system to be 

removed 
through 

reforms: PM 
Imran

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min 
ister (PM) Imran Khan on 
Friday said that flaws in 
tax system will be rem 
oved through reforms.

He was chairing a 
meeting regarding tax 
reforms in Islamabad.

The meeting was atten 
ded by Federal Ministers 
Makhdoom Khusro Bak 
htiyar, Hafeez Sheikh , 
Asad Umar, Hammad 
Azhar; Advisers Abdul 
Razaq Dawood, Dr Ishrat 
Hussain as well as Special 
Assistants Dr Waqar Mas 
ood, Tabish Gohar and 
Nadeem Babar.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, PM Imran Khan said 
that flaws in the tax sys-
tem of the country will be 
addressed through 
reforms and added that 
the government’s top pri-
ority is to create ease in 
the current tax system of 
the country.

Matric examinations 2021 in 
Balochistan to commence 

from on April, 9

Blast kills 5 
labourers in 
Babar Kach 

Sibi
Nashad Baloch

SIBI: A blast in 
Balochistan’s Sibi district 
killed 5 labourers on 
Friday. Deputy Commi 
ssioner Sibi, Syed Zahid 
Shah told Quetta Voice 
the blast also injured 5 
people including two 
security personnel guar 
ding the labourers.

He said the labourers 
were travelling in a vehi-
cle when their vehicle hit 
a bomb in the Babar Kach 
area of Sibi district. 
Miscreants had planted 
the bomb on the roadside. 
The labourers were lay-
ing a water pipeline when 
targeted by miscreants, 
Mr. Shah mentioned.

Security forces shifted 
the injured people to Sibi 
for medical treatment. 
Security personnel reac 
hed the spot as investiga-
tion into the incident 
went underway. Levies 
sources however told 
media that the blast des 
troyed the vehicle of 
labourers. He informed 
the victims identified as 
Haider Ali, Usman Yous 
af, Muhammad Bashir 
and Mazhar Hussain. The 
victims belonged to 
Punjab province.

Iran deports 20595 illegal immigrants to Pakistan during 2020
Mir Salam Jogezai

QUETTA: Iran has deported 20,595 
illegal immigrants to Pakistan at the 
Pak-Iran border Taftan during the 
year 2020. Sources in the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) said 
Iranian forces had intercepted illegal 
immigrants in various parts of Iran 
and handed over them to levies force 
at Taftan.

The illegal immigrants belonged 
to various parts of the country. 
However, majority of them belonged 
to Punjab province. “The illegal imm 
igrants were trying to reach 

European countries”, sources men-
tioned. Thousands of illegal immi-
grants make abortive attempts to 
reach Greece 

Every year, thousands of illegal 
immigrants make abortive attempts 
to Greece via Iran and Turkey. 
However, Iranian and Turkish forces 
arrest most of the illegal immigrants.

Iranian authorities handed over 
most of the illegal immigrants in the 
month of October 2020, they infor 
med. A total of 6,583 illegal immi-
grants handed over to the Levies 
Force at Pak-Iran border Taftan.

Illegal immigrants suffer a lot

Illegal immigrants suffer a lot on 
their way to European countries via 
Iran and Turkey.  They face extremely 
inhuman treatment at the hand of 
Iranian forces.

The ratio of deportees was less in 
January, February, and March 
because of the outbreak of COVID19, 
the FIA sources elaborated. The 
security forces have repeatedly 
intercepted illegal immigrants prior 
to their entry into Iran. Although, 
many illegal immigrants manage to 
sneak into Iran through unfre-
quented routes at the border.

Pakistan shares a 900km border 

with Iran  Pakistan shares over 
900km long border with neighboring 
Iran in the South and West. Pakistan 
is also fencing off the border with 
Iran to stop illegal movement and 
smuggling.

Most of the work on over 900km 
long border has been completed, a 
security official said. 

He declined to be named. Pakistan 
has also tightened security at the 
border with Iran recently. The two 
countries have also established a  
joint border commission that reviews 
matters relating to the border after 
every quarter.
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The ruling coalition in Balochistan 
managed to win 8 Senate seats 
despite all odds. The component par-
ties of the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) failed to give any 
surprise to the ruling coalition.
The Balochistan National Party 
(Mengal) Chief Sardar Akhtar 
Mengal had predicted a political 
explosion on the eve of the Senate 
election. However, the opposition 
failed to give an upset.
The situation changed at the elev-
enth hour
Chief minister Balochistan, Jam 
Kamal Khan’s last time efforts 
worked. The situation changed and 
chances of an upset disappeared 
when the BAP chief succeeded in 
convincing Sitara Ayaz, Sardar 
Khan Rind, and an HDP candidate 
to announce a withdrawal from the 
race.
This ensured the victory of the rul-
ing coalition candidates in the 
Senate polls. The component parties 
of the anti-government alliance 
appeared to be quite confident in 
giving an upset but they failed to do 
so.
Sanjrani had offered 4 seats to PDM 
Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani 
offered four seats to the opposition 
prior to the elections. However, the 
opposition alliance demanded six 
Senate seats.
As expected the BAP dominated in 
elections as it won 5 general seats, 1 
woman, 1 technocrat, and 1 minor-
ity seat.  The ruling coalition also 
backed an ANP candidate Arbab 
Omar Farooq on a general seat.
The party is one of the key compo-
nent parties of the 11-party anti-gov-
ernment alliance. Definitely, the 
ANP Senator is likely to support the 
PDM in the upper house in line with 
party policy.
Abdul Qadir gave a surprise by get-
ting 11 votes 
Abdul Qadir, an independent candi-
date gave a surprise while getting 11 
votes. Although, 9 votes required for 
the victory of a senator. Qadir will 
join the ruling parties either the PTI 
or BAP soon.
BNP Mengal maintained its position 
by winning 2 senate seats, whereas, 
JUI F also got 2 seats.
Cracks within the ruling coalition 
made headlines in print and elec-
tronic media prior to the senate elec-
tions. However, gradually, the coali-
tion partners developed a consensus.
The opposition was actually think-
ing of winning 5 to 6 seats. However, 
the ruling coalition’s strategy worked 
and the opposition failed to give any 
surprise. Unlike general perception, 
the JUI F and BNP M preferred to 
back their own candidates rather 
than PDM’s as the PKMAP candi-
date Usman Kakar only got 1 vote on 
general seat.

Ruling coalition won 8 
Senate seats despite all 

odds

President Joe Taliban Biden
Imran Jan 

This isn’t about the 
defence of American 
personnel but the justi-
fication needed to 
remain at war

President Biden has 
made an armed attack 
in Syria claiming to 
have targeted alleged 
Iranian-backed militia, 
Kataib Hezbollah, and 
other affiliated groups. 
Fact: resorting to an 
armed attack on a sov-
ereign nation is allowed 
only when that country 
makes an armed attack 
against the defending 
country. Fact: Syria did 
not make an armed 
attack against the 
United States nor was 
there an imminent 
Syrian attack directed 
against US territory. 
Fact: the American 
attack violated interna-
tional law. Furthermore, 

in case Biden needs a 
reminder: Article 2(4) of 
the UN Charter une-
quivocally forbids 
nations from using 
threat or force against 
each other.

When Trump with-
drew from the Iran 
nuclear deal, the 
Europeans told the 
Iranians they would be 
unable to provide Iran 
relief from US sanc-
tions. President Trump 
had secretly threatened 
Europe that if it did not 
trigger the mechanism 
for imposing snapback 
sanctions on Iran, it 
would see a 25% tariff 
imposed on European 
automobiles. A 
European official said, 
“We didn’t want to look 
weak, so we agreed to 
keep the existence of the 
threat a secret.”

The Europeans had 
decided to push Iran off 

the cliff to save their 
own skin. They had 
decided they were bet-
ter off selling their 
BMWs and Bentleys in 
the US market than to 
do this otherworldly 
thing called justice. 
And in case we missed 
the timeline, Europe 
was then lecturing 
Pakistan and China 
about protecting human 
rights and religious 
freedoms. What a joke! 
Given this Biden was 
convinced that making 
a U-turn back into the 
deal wouldn’t be an 
easy sell in Tehran. So, 
he did what battle hard-
ened warriors have 
always done: he made 
an armed attack to send 
a signal. Last time I 
checked, making vio-
lent attacks against a 
government before join-
ing them for talks at the 
table was the modus 

operandi of the Taliban. 
Imran Khan was 
labelled Taliban Khan 
for his advocacy of talk-
ing to the Taliban to set-
tle the war. I believe 
borrowing Taliban’s tac-
tics should earn Biden 
the same title.

The Biden adminis-
tration claims the attack 
on Syrian soil was in 
response to a Kataib 
rocket attack on Iraqi 
soil targeting the 
American military base 
in Erbil. For US, the bor-
der between Syria and 
Iraq is meaningless. ISIS 
would strongly agree. 
But Kataib Hezbollah 
has denied any role in 
the attack. Rather, the 
Erbil attack was claimed 
by a previously 
unknown group called 
Guardians of the Blood. 
US officials made the 
case that this group 
appeared to be associ-

ated with Kataib 
Hezbollah.

Think about it. The 
alleged assassination 
attempt drove Biden to 
send missiles. With half 
a million Americans 
dead from the pan-
demic and a chronically 
divided America, Biden 
was able to find a cause 
for violating the inter-
national law by making 
an armed attack within 
the first few weeks of 
being in the Oval Office.

The missile seemed to 
have a dual purpose; 
creating violence and 
sending a message to 
Iran and the world that 
America is going to 
reconsider its war end-
ing love affair Trump 
had indulged in.

This attack instantly 
resurrected the topic of 
meagre American pres-
ence in Iraq and the 
fragile situation in 

Afghanistan. The mis-
sile helps Biden lobby 
for a continued and 
stronger presence in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Had being attacked on a 
foreign land been the 
reason to provoke such 
an American response, 
we would have seen 
missiles flying over Tel 
Aviv after Israel killed 
34 US sailors on the spy 
ship Liberty, in 1967.

This isn’t about the 
defence of American 
personnel but the justi-
fication needed to 
remain at war. That is 
the most important 
exercise of an American 
President and expects 
the least dereliction of 
duty on that front.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our daily 
pieces.

Voting secrecy and internal political party democracy
Jawdat Bilal

Internal democracy in 
almost all leading polit-
ical parties of Pakistan 
does not exist

The Senate election in 
Pakistan was held yes-
terday with secret bal-
loting. As per the 
Supreme Court ruling, 
it is not going to be 
entirely confidential as 
the Election 
Commission of 
Pakistan can trace the 
vote in case of an 
inquiry or dispute. 
However, keeping 
secrecy of the vote is 
the only way to extend 
democracy in political 
parties and empower 
the vote-giving legisla-
tor to exercise his inde-
pendent decision to 
vote.

Internal democracy 
in almost all leading 
political parties of 
Pakistan does not exist. 
The party’s chair makes 
the decisions. Going 

against those decisions 
or policies in the parlia-
ment or media by a 
party member could 
jeopardise his political 
membership or sur-
vival in the party. If we 
compare, we have 
recently seen a differ-
ent picture in the US 
Senate where seven 
Republican senators 
voted to impeach for-
mer president Donald 
Trump. The Republican 
Party still holds presi-
dent Trump to high 
standards. He was also 
recently invited to 
speak on the 
Conservative Political 
Party Action 
Committee. However, 
the Republican Party 
did not act against those 
seven senators. The out-
o f - R e p u b l i c a n - l i n e 
votes were transparent 
and identifiable. The 
internal democracy and 
rules of US political 
parties are so strong 
that the legislator is 

independent to exert 
his/her authority via 
vote. However, these 
Republican senators 
will have to justify in 
their re-election to their 
constituents and voters 
on why they voted con-
trary to the party line. 
We have seen Mr Javed 
Hashmi’s ouster from 
PTI, Chaudhry Nisar’s 
from PML-N, and 
Zulfiqar Mirza’s from 
PPP on going against 
party lines. There are 
examples from other 
mainstream political 
parties — ANP, JUI-F, 
and MQM as well.

In Pakistan’s Senate 
election, the famous 
opinion is the use of 
money to gather votes, 
mostly from opposing 
political party mem-
bers. Money is a reason 
but not the only one. A 
political party or indi-
vidual lobbying is 
another tactic to gather 
votes from other party 
legislators. Some 

famous examples from 
Pakistan are Punjab 
governor Muhammad 
Sarwar, Mohsin 
Leghari, and Nadeem 
Afzal Gondal. Mr 
Gondal lost the elec-
tion as a PPP candidate, 
but the votes he got 
from other party legis-
lators raised panic in 
PML-N and PTI.

Looking at the politi-
cal realities in Pakistan, 
the dissenting votes in 
the Senate election are 
based on to protect 
political party ideol-
ogy, opinion of the con-
stituency, or strength-
ening the legislation in 
the upper house.

We have already seen 
opposing views in the 
ruling party about the 
nomination of Finance 
Minister Abdul Hafeez 
Sheikh. Some party 
members believe the 
party should have 
refrained from giving 
the ticket to the ‘para-
chute’ candidate. Party 

members wanted some-
one who has been with 
the party through thick 
and thin.

Similarly, legislators 
tend to vote for the can-
didate known for push-
ing the political, cause 
and development-
based policy. By look-
ing at the record of 
Sarwar, Leghari and 
Gondal, we can see 
how instrumental they 
were to push the 
agenda, whether in par-
liament, constituency, 
or party. Such candi-
dates gather attraction 
for the voters. 
Honourable Speaker 
Punjab Assembly Mr 
Parvaiz Elahi is also 
one of the vibrant poli-
ticians from Punjab. As 
chief minister, he initi-
ated Punjab’s develop-
mental projects, 
including the Rescue 15 
service. In his speaker 
election through secret 
ballot, he also received 
votes from the opposi-

tion party members, 
including 15 votes from 
PML-N MPAs.

Since our political 
parties do not protect 
members who use their 
independent mind in 
the Senate election, 
secret balloting is the 
way to go. They may 
have a legitimate rea-
son to go forward with 
their own decision. The 
Constitution allows it, 
and political parties 
understand the politi-
cal sensitivities in 
keeping those votes 
secret. The respected 
Supreme Court has 
also given a valuable 
opinion by keeping the 
voting secret. It is also 
the domain of parlia-
ment to update or 
remain with the exist-
ing process.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our daily 
pieces.

The convenience of a rapprochement
Shahzad Chaudhry 
India and Pakistan 

have always had some-
one knocking sense into 
them

India and Pakistan 
have always had some-
one knocking sense into 
them. Rarely have they 
conceived a path of 
good by themselves. 
Moeed Yusuf, our veri-
table SAPM and the 
NSA, has done a whole 
lot of work on it. Other 
than the initial few 
years when the British 
had to work through the 
issues they had left 
behind the Americans 
took over to come in to 
keep the two feuding 
children of the 
Subcontinent from com-
ing to blows. Sometime 
the two did come to 
blows and shattered the 
family china. This 
involvement of the US 
has increased ever since 
the two sides went 
overtly nuclear though 
that happens only when 
both are beyond them-
selves in anger and are 
on the path to mutual 
assured destruction. For 
other times they just let 
them bicker on. 
Kashmir and the 
Kashmiris thus con-
tinue to suffer under 
this quixotic broad-
brush the world paints 
the two sides with. We 
remain muddled in leg-
acy and core issues.

Far more serious 
things have happened 
to reduce the fracas of 
South Asia to merely a 
bicker. China has 
reached the borders of 
Indian-occupied terri-

tory in Ladakh and with 
its muscle has reac-
quired what had always 
been its claim forcing 
the Indians to acquiesce 
to 1959 Line of Actual 
Control for peace. This 
has meant a readjust-
ment of tens of thou-
sands of square kilome-
tres’ territory in China’s 
favour. This came about 
without a shot being 
fired and both sides lit-
erally coming to blows 
in physical brawls. 
Geopolitics and force 
differentials have that 
kind of an effect. At the 
same time a change in 
the administration saw 
India on a limb in its 
northeast bereft of the 
cover it thought the 
Trump administration 
had held out to her. 
Joseph Biden instead 
wants to shift back to 
the progressive themes 
of global governance 
especially after reeling 
badly under the Covid 
pandemic. One-on-one 
India had no chance 
against China. It chose 
to cut its losses under 
newer geopolitics.

Then there is an even 
bigger homemade ome-
lette in America’s 
Afghan problem. It isn’t 
as many here tend to 
believe, ‘to go or not to 
go’ — they are already 
reduced to 2,500 with a 
promise to evacuate 
entirely save some con-
tracted security 
arrangement by May 1 
this year; or the 
Democrats may lose the 
next election to Trump 
who will grill Biden and 
Co on charcoals for 

lacking the courage to 
implement what was 
decided in American 
interest. The issue for 
Biden is ‘how to go’. To 
go is determined and 
his previous boss had 
already declared 
Afghanistan and Iraq, 
America’s unnecessary 
wars. In its scheme to do 
what is needed in terms 
of going back home 
with the remaining 
troops the US needs 
Pakistan and its assur-
ance of influencing the 
Taliban to let the peace 
plan take effect.

This would have hap-
pened already since 
both the Taliban and 
Pakistan seek peace and 
an end to war but for the 
two spoilers: the 
Afghan government 
which wouldn’t sustain 
without American pres-
ence in the form of 
boots-on-the-ground, 
and India which likes 
strife to persist to fish in 
the muddy waters and 
keep Pakistan diverted 
from a wholehearted 
attention to a simmer-
ing eastern front with 
India. Biden’s agenda 
only gets served if India 
can keep its finger out of 
the Afghan pie and to 
that end it must pause 
its kinetic and persis-
tent mischief against 
Pakistan using Afghan 
soil. That much Pakistan 
has repeatedly con-
veyed to the US and 
those yearning for sta-
bility in Afghanistan. 
One of many factors for 
Afghanistan to find 
peace is to obviate the 
use of its soil by malig-

nant powers in the 
region to pursue their 
nefarious objectives.

There is no appetite 
for war in a world riven 
by pandemics and cli-
mate catastrophes. 
Biden will be asked 
what he did to control 
and end the pandemic 
even before he answers 
on the economy. For it to 
materialise US must put 
an end to its hostility 
with China and who-
ever else is needed as a 
potential partner. 
Russia may not count as 
much as it is a regress-
ing power but China is 
the new leader of the 
world in both economic 
and strategic terms. In 
each of what Biden out-
lines as imminent con-
cerns — climate change, 
pandemics and eco-
nomic slow-down — 
China will need to be 
on-board to work out a 
common stratagem to 
help find the world new 
pathways. If this is what 
Biden’s and the 
Democratic Party’s 
future success is staked 
on he cannot be as auda-
cious as Trump was in 
supporting those mean-
ing to take on China. 
India thus finds itself on 
a limb in the new con-
struct. Without active 
US support it has lim-
ited potential to contain 
China even if it remains 
a US interest which 
India is willing to assist 
as a conduit. Trump was 
reckless about it; Biden 
will be cautiously 
guarded.

India thus finds itself 
on the wrong side of 

time with most of what 
has been its policy 
measures in the new 
environment. Its August 
5, 2019 attempt to 
change the status of 
Kashmir brought China 
on its borders in a near-
war and made it cede to 
China’s long-held claim 
of going back to the 1959 
LAC. She has piled 
international infamy for 
its suppression, oppres-
sion and near-genocide 
of the native Kashmiris. 
India finds itself sand-
wiched in two hostile 
fronts and despite 
claims of a capacity to 
fight on both simultane-
ously has found itself 
adequately short. 
Internally the farmers 
agitation compounds a 
growing unrest among 
the civil society about 
Modi’s highhandedness 
against minorities and 
his outlandish support 
for right-wing Hindutva 
domination. It is thus 
that Modi seems to be 
backtracking on its pol-
icy on Pakistan to 
return to the 2003 uni-
lateral ceasefire at the 
LoC.

It will give India 
space to adjust to newer 
geopolitical realities, 
especially the changes 
in the US, while it works 
through difficulties 
emanating from China. 
Since India has had to 
cede dignity in agreeing 
to China’s assertiveness 
in Ladakh she has also 
twisted the need to find 
accommodation with 
Pakistan — for helping 
foster peace in 
Afghanistan as an 

imperative to US policy 
there — into a moral 
gain of a nation seeking 
peace all around. How 
will such moral embel-
lishment of a strategic 
necessity bolster his 
position against domes-
tic political predica-
ments will need to be 
seen but it isn’t incom-
prehensible for him to 
revert to India’s warring 
ways on the LoC if the 
situation within so 
demands for a political 
ploy. This should place 
the sudden change of 
heart in perspective.

Every time Modi is 
due for elections he trig-
gers the western front to 
make a case for hyper-
nationalism as his plank 
for political gain. 2020 
saw more than 5,000 
violations of the LoC 
which has been the 
trend since 2013 when 
BJP came to power. The 
LoC had touched simi-
lar numbers in 2002 in a 
tense stand-off when a 
war seemed imminent. 
The 2003 
‘Understanding’ — it is 
not an ‘Agreement’ — 
between the two sides 
to observe unilateral 
ceasefire brought an 
end to this mindless 
bellicosity. Will it sur-
vive Modi’s opportun-
ism and pave the way 
for what has remained 
an unfulfilled promise 
of South Asia remains 
as enigmatic as is the 
uncertainty of South 
Asian peace.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
P l a s t i c 
pollution
KARACHI:
In my recent trip to Kar 
achi I paid a visit to the 
Seaview beach for enjoy-
ing nature. My excitement 
soon turned into concern 
when I witnessed an over-
whelming amount of plas-
tic trash not just scattered 
across the beach but also 
floating away into the sea. 
Polluting nature has beco 
me the order of the day. We 
don’t even realise that we 
are destroying the very 
nature that sustains us.

Being an environmental-
ist, I was extremely dis-
heartened at the ordeal 
since I know the serious 
consequences that this 
entails. Believe it or not, 

there is an entire island of 
plastic floating around 
somewhere in the Pacific 
Ocean — a shocking phe-
nomenon that has led many 
environmentalists to pon-
der over the current ecolog-
ical situation. Not only do 
researchers now claim that 
there will be more plastic 
than fish in the ocean by 
2050, but they also assert 
that traces of microplastic 
have been found inside the 
fish we consume; soon plas-
tic will be everywhere. 
Why are we stepping into 
this ecological disaster?

Blaming government is a 
famous rhetoric. We are the 
one who pollute the sea and 
destroy nature altogether. 
Each and every one of us is 
responsible for the current 
global crisis. Therefore, it is 
incumbent upon all of us to 

transform our daily activi-
ties and move towards eco-
friendly alternatives.

Usman Ghani
Quetta
Like Opinion & Editorial 

on Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

Mental health 
awareness
 KARACHI:
According to recent 
research, more than half 
of the population of 
Pakistan is struggling 
with mental health issues. 
However, only less than 
quarter of those affected 
receive treatment. It is 
often because of the 
stigma attached to mental 
health that individuals 

refrain from coming for-
ward or seeking medical 
treatment. The bottom line 
is that people are afraid to 
share their feelings and 
express their state of 
depression because they 
think they will be treated 
as psychotic patient by 
friends and family mem-
bers. A person struggling 
mentally should receive 
the same concern and help 
as that of a person with a 
more obvious ‘physical’ 
illness. Although, the gen-
eral perception regarding 
mental health has imp 
roved in cities over past 
decades, majority of peo-
ple in rural areas are una-
ware of the issue. Overall, 
though, there is a lack of 
professional therapists 
and doctors to lend a hand 
in combating the crisis.

It is time for the govern-
ment to act fast, or 
Pakistan will soon witness 
a surge in suicide cases. 
Awareness campaigns 
should be held in both 
urban cities and rural 
areas in order to normal-
ise the idea of mental 
health. Furthermore, the 
authorities concerned 
need to introduce the sub-
ject in schools and colleges 
across Pakistan so that the 
patients don’t shy away 
from seeking treatment. 
The more acceptance there 
is, the healthier the nation 
will become.

Memona Tahir
Lahore
Like Opinion & Editorial 

on Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.
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News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Comm 
erce (FPCCI) and China’s agro 
-tourism project are under 
consideration and the two 
agreed on various projects in 
Pakistan including develop-
ment of agriculture, research 
and development, training of 
farmers through agricultural 
experts. Chairman FPCCI 
Capital Office Qurban Ali also 
proposed to the Chinese Com 
missioner for Agriculture to 
set up Pak-China Model Villa 
ge, Pak-China Agri Research 
Centers. Dr. Gu Wan Lang’s 
full cooperation assurance.

According to details, a 
meeting on agriculture was 
held at the Capital Office of 
the FPCCI under the chair of 

its Chairman Qurban Ali. The 
meeting was attended by the 
Commissioner of Agriculture 
of the Chinese Embassy in 
Pakistan Dr. Guo Wenling as 
the special guest while former 
Chairman FB Dr. Irshad, for-
mer Commissioner I&R 
Khalid Javed, former Vice 
President Gilgit Small 
Chamber Shafqat Ali, I&Q 
Management Expert Imtiaz 
Ali Khan, Business Consultant 
Fargha Ata-ur-Rehman, Ibad 
Ali EC Member FPCCI, 
Director of Private Limited 
Agro Informatics Mobin 
Alam, Mehboob Rabbani 
President Hunza Chamber, 
Rehmat Karim Hunza 
Chamber and others partici-
pated. 

Addressing the gathering, 
Chairman FPCCI Capital 

Office Qurban Ali said that 
there are ample potential for 
increasing agricultural pro-
duction in Pakistan. 
Cooperation in the agricul-
tural sector between Pakistan 
and China will greatly help in 
developing agricultural and 
allied sectors in Pakistan, he 
added. He said that 90% of the 
population of Gilgit-Baltistan 
is dependent on agriculture 
and allied sector. Apart from 
cultivating agricultural com-
modities, fresh fruits and 
dried fruits are also grown 
here. Qurban Ali suggested 
that since Gilgit-Baltistan is 
the gateway to CPEC, there is 
dire need of establishing here 
Pak-China Model Village and 
Pak-China Agri Research. 

Coordinator FPCCI Capital 
Office, Mirza Abdul Rehman 

said that it is necessary to take 
full advantage of the MoUs 
reached between the two 
countries. Under which trans-
fer of technology and capacity 
building are important 
aspects of this cooperation 
and he added that CPEC will 
be transformed into agricul-
tural research and coopera-
tion in the next phase. 
Speaking on the occasion,

Chinese Commissioner for 
Agriculture Dr. Guo Wenling 
thanked the participants and 
said that the governments and 
institutions of the two coun-
tries must work together for 
the development of agricul-
ture. He said that agriculture, 
livestock and fisheries should 
be linked with tourism as 
these three things are the 
center of attraction for tour-

ists. Dr. Guo Wenling added 
that steps would be taken to 
train Pakistani farmers by the 
Chinese experts and this initi-
ated especially in Gilgit-
Baltistan. He said that a plat-
form of China-Pakistan 
Agriculture and Industrial 
Cooperation has already been 
established from which full 
support can be sought in this 
regard. He also assured his 
full support in all fields 
including agriculture, live-
stock, dairy, farming, fisheries 
including transportation, food 
processing. Finally, 

Qurban Ali and Mirza 
Abdul Rehman presented the 
traditional shields of FPCCI to 
Chinese Commissioner for 
Agriculture Dr. Guoin Lang 
and former Chairman FBR Dr. 
Irshad.

KP province, next 
potential spot in 

China’s global poverty 
alleviation move

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Thousands 
of Chinese political and 
social leaders will be gath-
ering in Beijing for routine 
annual meetings of two 
Parliamentary bodies on 
March 4.

However, the “Two 
Sessions” this year, have 
significant importance 
both from Chinese and 
Pakistani perspectives.

According to a report 
published by Gwadar Pro 
on Wednesday, the meet-
ings are being held in the 
backdrop of an announce-
ment by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping to have eradi-
cated absolute poverty fro 
m the country 9 years ahe 
ad of the actual schedule. 

Also, the meetings are 
going to approve the new 
5-year and 15-year plans, 
focusing technology as the 
main enhancer of the 
Chinese economy at home 
and its influence world-
wide.

From Pakistan’s per-
spective, these meetings 
are crucial as Islamabad 

sees itself as the next bat-
tleground for the 
China’swar on poverty. 

Pakistan is already bet-
ting heavily on CPEC as a 
cure for its ailing economy 
and outdated infrastruc-
ture. Yet it needs a system-
atic and well-structured 
programme to do away 
with extreme poverty, 
especially in rural areas.

Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
province, looks more 
active than others in capi-
talising on opportunities 
brought by CPEC, to alle-
viate poverty from its cen-
tral and peripheral areas.

The KP is emerging as a 
strong base for a potential 
Chinese poverty allevia-
tion programme, as hinted 
by the International 
Poverty Reduction Centre 
in China (IPRCC) and 
Chinese Ambassador to 
Pakistan Nong Rong.

The KP government is 
not only developing two 
major Special Economic 
Zones (SEZs) under CPEC 
framework, but also taking 
measures to rehabilitate 
the existing industrial 

FPCCI-China consider agro-
tourism projects

Qurban Ali proposes to set up Pak-China Model Village, 
Pak-China Agri Research Centers

China, Pakistan to 
jointly protect the 
wildlife species

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: China 
and Pakistan are 
needed to work jointly 
to protect the wildlife 
species to combat their 
illegal trade.

This was stated by 
Dr. Tariq Mahmood 
from PMAS Arid 
Agriculture University 
Rawalpindi, on the 
occasion of “World 
Pangolin Day”, accord-
ing to Gwadar Pro.

He emphasised that 
the two countries must 
collaborate to save the 
Pangolins, one of the 
most trafficked species 
in the world.

“World Pangolin 
Day 2021” was cele-
brated at the PMAS 
Arid Agriculture Uni 
versity Rawalpindi, 
with the collaboration 
of WWF-Pakistan and 
different government 
organizations.

“One good innitia-
tive taken by China 

during the COVID-19 
is that selling and pur-
chase of pangolin prod 
ucts including its scal 
es, has been banned by 
the Chinese govern-
ment”, said Dr. Tariq.

He further said that 
the population of the 
Indian Pangolins has 
been decreasing at an 
alarming rate.  

In such a scenario 
and in the context of 
the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), Pakistan and 
China can work 
together to combat the 
illegal trade of Indian 
pangolin more effec-
tively.

“Universities in 
Pakistan and China, as 
well as relevant wild-
life departments of the 
two countries, should 
develop strong bond-
ing for collaborative 
research in such ani-
mal species and make 
monitoring process 
more vigilant to effec-

tively counter the issue 
of poaching and illegal 
trade in Indian pango-
lin,” he mentioned.

Dr Tariq further 
said that the Indian 
pangolin has got a his-
tory of being poached 
from different areas of 
Pakistan, and smug-
gled in different coun-
tries for being used in 
traditional medicines. 

Many of such illegal 
traffickers have been 
caught up by Custom 
departments.

On the occasion, 
speakers said that the 
animal has a covering 
of keratinized hard 
scales over its body, 
which can protect it 
from its predators. 

But on the other 
hand, these scales have 
got a high demand in 
the illegal black mar-
ket, where these are 
used in traditional 
medicines and are 
thought of having 
medicinal values.

Govt should ban VELO 
to save young girls: 

SanaUllah Ghumman
News Desk

RAWALPINDI: General 
Secretary, Pakistan Nati 
onal Heart Association (PA 
NAH), SanaUllah Ghum 
man has said that the 
tobacco industry is target-
ing our young girls using 
new tactics in the form of 
VELO and the government 
should ban VELO to save 
young girls.

He stated this while chai 
ring an important meeting 
of PANAH held here on 
Monday to discuss the 
harmful effects of VELO.

SanaUllah Ghumman 
said that developed nati 

ons come up with daily 
plan s for a better future 
for the young generation. 
We have the vision to make 
young girls addicted to 
tobacco after young boys. 
And it is being publicized 
in a beautiful way. He said 
girls could not hold a pack 
of cigarettes, could not 
smoke in front of their fam 
ilies, but now VELO has 
been introduced in beauti-
ful packaging to make 
them addicted to tobacco, 
already among people suf-
fering from heart diseases 
due to tobacco. He said that 
an individual is losing his 
life every minute and a 

Motorway 
police 

reunite deaf 
and dumb 
child with 

parents
News Desk

LAHORE: Motorway 
police on Monday rescued 
a five-year-old deaf and 
dumb child in Rahim Yar 
Khan, who lost the way to 
his home, and reunited 
him with his father.

According to Motorway 
Police, the child was recov-
ered near Rahim Yar Khan 
few days earlier, who lost 
the way to his home due to 
his medical condition.

Felling the responsibil-
ity, the team of the motor-
way police, which found 
the child, started the 
search of the parents. The 
minor was later handed 
over to the parents, who 
were overjoyed to see their 
child and thanked the 
motorway police team.

Meanwhile, the spokes-
person of motorway police 
has also lauded the efforts.

Govt’s stance 
highlighted in SC’s 

opinion over 
presidential reference: 

Babar

Govt urged for measures 
to preserve regional, 

native languages
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Vice President, Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) Abdul Rehman Khan 
has said that mother language was a key part of civiliza-
tion and culture of a region as it promotes identity, com-
munication, social integration and development, there-
fore, the government should take all possible measures 
for the preservation of local mother languages of differ-
ent regions of Pakistan. 

He was speaking as Chief Guest at a seminar organ-
ized by the Islamabad Founder Lions Club on Thursday 
to mark the International Mother Language Day. 
Islamabad Founder Lions Club President Sheikh Amir 
Waheed presided over the seminar. Basir Daud, 
Mohammad Naveed Malik, Engineer Azharul Isalam, 
Fahim Khan, Nasira Ali Naina, Faizan Shehzad, Asiya 
Chaudhry, Zeeshan Sadiq, Saba Rukhsana Mir, Hamza 
Malik and Yasir Habib and others attended the seminar.

Abdul Rehman Khan said that Urdu was the national 
language of Pakistan but over 70 regional tongues were 
spoken in different parts of our country including 
Punjabi, Pashto, Sindhi, Balochi, Seraiki etc. He said that 
there was a need for us as a nation to encourage regional 
mother tongues and initially teach children in their 
mother tongue as it was very easy for them to study in 
their mother tongue. He said that mother language also 
played an important role in promoting national unity 
and solidarity, therefore, everyone should play a role for 
the promotion of regional mother tongues.

The ICCI Vice President demanded the government to 
take steps to preserve the history and culture of all the 
regional mother tongues and provide all possible facili-
ties for their transmission to future generations. He 
appreciated the efforts of Islamabad Founder Lions.

 Club President Sheikh Amir Waheed and Secretary 
Muhammad Naveed Malik for organizing the seminar 
on the occasion of International Mother Language Day 
and thanked them for inviting him as a special guest in 
this important event.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Prime Minister on 
Parliamentary Affairs Dr Babar Awan has said that the 
stance of government has been highlighted in opinion of 
Supreme Court on presidential reference seeking view 
of the court on senate election and Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) has been asked to ensure transparency 
in elections.

The ECP has received the Supreme Court’s opinion on 
Presidential reference seeking apex court’s view on 
holding of Senate election through open ballot.

Dr. Babar Awan termed apex court’s opinion’s para-
graph number 3, 5 and 6 very important where the court 
had highlighted PTI’s stance.

Talking to media persons outside ECP along with 
Minister for Education Shafqat Mehmood, Minister for 
Science and Technology Chaudhry Fawad Hussain and 
SAPM Shehbaz Gill on Monday, he stated that the SC 
opinion had quoted a verdict of 5-member bench in Niaz 
Ahmed case in which the court held that the secrecy of 
the ballot was not absolute and that the secrecy of ballot 
had not to be tempered by practical consideration neces-
sitated by the process of election. He said that the apex 
court had asked the Election Commission to decide the 
matter regarding secrecy of votes by keeping in mind 
the ground realities.

The Advisor to PM said that the government formed 
two-member committee including Ch Fawad and 
Shahzad Akbar to probe video scandal regarding horse 
trading in the last Senate elections. He said that notices 
were issued to three Senators who got elected without 
votes in the provincial assembly through unfair means. 
He said that video was the undeniable proof of horse 
trading where everyone could witness the buying and 
selling of votes. The video of receiving bribe to the 
Member Provincial Assembly (MPA) was also the mani-
festation of sale of votes, he added.

Dr. Babar Awan said that the ECP had five powers 
under Article 218 of the Constitution where it directed 
the commission to held elections in an honest and trans-
parent manner.

He said that it was requirement of the fairness that the 
member should cast his/her vote according to the party 
policy.

The Advisor to PM said that this was a decisive 
moment for holding of transparent election and all seg-
ments including the ECP, political parties and individual 
voters were bound to follow transparency in the election 
procedure.

He said that decisive movement had come in the 
Senate election issue. He said that at Imran Khan’s gov-
ernment was the first regime that went to the Supreme 
Court, introduced constitutional amendment and held 
consultations with political forces. He said that Article 
23 of the Charter of Democracy also called for open bal-
lot and identifiable vote.

Babar Awan said that under Article 2-A of Objective 
Resolution open ballot could be held.

The adviser said that from day one Prime ministers 
Imran Khan was striving for transparency of the elec-
tions so that no one could raise finger on its fairness and 
transparency.

Govt miserably 
defeated before Senate 

elections after SC’s 
opinion: Sen. Khokhar

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Senator 
Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar has said that the government 
has been miserably defeated before the Senate elections 
as the Supreme Court has given its opinion that the 
Senate elections will be held according to the constitu-
tion that is by the secret ballot.

In a statement on Monday, he said that the govern-
ment wanted to avoid the Senate elections but failed. It is 
so ridiculous that the government spokesmen are declar-
ing this opinion as their victory. The Supreme Court has 
responded in negative about the question by the govern-
ment. 

Senator Mustafa Nawaz Khohar said that these 
spokesmen have no answer to the questions like has the 
Supreme Court asked to hold the Senate elections by 
show of hands as the government wanted. They also do 
not have the answer to the question that is the 
Presidential order effective after the Supreme Court’s 
opinion. 

The PPP leader said that March 03, is the day of vic-
tory of Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani and defeat of the candi-
date of the selected Prime Minister. This puppet govern-
ment will be defeated in the Senate election similar to 
the defeats in bye-elections, he concluded.
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Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Overseas Pakistanis talking to media. INP

NAB 
summons 
Captain 
Safdar in 

assets-
beyond-

means case
News Desk

LAHORE: The National 
Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) in Lahore has sum-
moned Captain ® 
Muhammad Safdar in 
assets beyond means case 
at 11am on March 10. 

According to sources, 
the NAB has given in the 
notice a long list of assets 
and properties owned by 
Captain Safdar and others 
and registered in the 
names of unnamed organ-
isations. 

The NAB has also 
directed the officials to 
release the list of the prop-
erties registered in the 
names of alleged front-
men of various people. 
The NAB has also sought 
details of the flourmills 
named after Captain 
Safdar near the Sundar 
Industrial Estate in 
Lahore.

QUETTA: MQM Balochistan president Malik Imran Kaker addressing a press 
conference. QV PHOTO

NAB unearths 
assets worth 
Rs3bn of two 

Sindh police of-
ficers: sources

News Desk

KARACHI: The National 
Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) has launched an 
investigation against two 
Sindh police officers over 
assets beyond known 
sources of income, 
sources said. 

Well-informed sources 
said that the NAB has 
unearthed assets worth 
Rs3 billion held by two 
former station head offic-
ers (SHOs) brothers 
Ismail Lashari and Ishaq 
Lashari. Both excused 
from appearing before 
the NAB to record.

News Desk

LAHORE: Creating 
awareness among pub-
lic at large and enforce-
ment of relevant laws in 
the country are vital for 
elimination of gender 
based violence, which 
would help to build a 
strong and healthy 
society in Pakistan.

This was stated by 
speakers of a seminar 
organized by Punjab 
University Institute of 
Social and Cultural 
Studies in collaboration 
with the Punjab Women 
Protection Authority 

(PWPA) to mark 
International Women’s 
Day. The seminar titled 
“Gender-Based Viole 
nce: A Public Health 
Challenge” was attend 
ed by chairperson Punj 
ab Women Protection 
Authority Kaneez Fati 
ma, Pro Vice Chancellor 
Prof Dr Saleem Mazhar, 
Dean Faculty of 
Behavioral and Social 
Studies Prof Dr Umbr 
een Javed, ISCS Director 
Prof Dr Rubeena Zakar, 
PWPA Director General 
Irshad Waheed, senior 
journalist Xari Jalil, fac-
ulty members and stu-

dents.  Addressing the 
seminar, Ms Kaneez 
Fatma said that the 
most important task to 
address gender based 
violence (GBV) was to 
change the mindset 
and behavior of the 
people. She said that 
every segment of soci-
ety should play its role 
to bring the change. 
Prof Dr. Rubeena Zakar 
highlighted the signifi-
cance of approaching 
the issue of gender-
based violence (GBV) 
from the perspective of 
public health and 
shared her intensive 

research on this issue. 
Mr. Haider Zaidi said 
that there was a dire 
need for creating 
awareness and educa-
tion among youth about 
gender-based violence. 
Ms. Xari Jalil empha-
sized that print, elec-
tronic, and social media 
should play its role in 
reporting GBV and sen-
sitizing general public 
and stakeholders. 

Mr. Irshad Waheed 
briefed about the func-
tions of the authority 
and interventions of 
the government to 
address GBV in Punjab 

and welcomed sugges-
tions from academics 
and civil society to fur-
ther strength the ser-
vices. Professor Dr. 
Umbreen Javaid said 
that GBV was not spe-
cific to any class and 
required interventions 
at every level. 

In his concluding 
remarks, Prof Dr 
Saleem Mazhar empha-
sized that there should 
be strong linkages 
among academics, civil 
society and govern-
ment authorities to 
eradicate this menace 
in Pakistan.

PIAF demands relief for 
paper industry

News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Industrial and Traders 
Association Front (PIAF) Chairman Mian Nauman 
Kabir has asked the government to resolve the 
issues of paper and packaging industry, as high 
utility prices and increase in paper prices are pos-
ing serious challenges. He said utility and raw 
material should be provided to the industry on 
cheaper rates, since the high cost of doing business 
was one of the major obstacles being faced by the 
industries. 

Mian Nauman Kabir said that PIAF will continue 
its efforts to resolving the problems being faced by 
traders dealing in paper and paperboard products. 

He said this while talking to the leadership of All 
Pakistan Paper Merchants Association (APPMA) 
and All Pakistan Anjuman-e-Tajiran (APAT) during 
separate visits to the Gunpat road, Shah Alam 
Markets and Urdu bazaar along with PIAF 
Secretary Abdus Sabur Sheikh and other leader-
ship. Chairman of the Association Malik Ahad 
Amin, patron-in-chief Khamis Butt and APAT 
President Khalid Pervaiz also spoke on the occa-
sion. 

They unanimously demanded the government to 
withdraw all SROs, providing exemptions on paper 
import duties, as they are being misused widely. 
Khalid Pervaiz said that duties and taxes on paper 
should be reduced to help students get textbooks 
on cheaper rates. Elaborating the point, the busi-
nessmen belonging to the paper sector said that in 
the present circumstances, it is very important to 
ensure availability of textbooks at cheaper rates in 
post-COVID-19 era. 

PIAF Chairman urged the new body of All 
Pakistan Paper Merchants Association to forward 
their proposals to the PIAF so that issues, being 
faced by them, could be taken up with the govern-
ment circles concerned. He said that APAT and 
Paper Merchants Association were playing a sig-
nificant role for the promotion of education sector.

The traders also took up the parking issue once 
again in the Urdu bazaar and adjoining areas as 
well as in Anarkali and said that despite repeated 
demands by the markets and associations the gov-
ernment has not provided the markets with park-
ing spaces.

PIAF Chairman said that the business commu-
nity should work together for the resolution of 
their problems. He said even though the govern-
ment has said to increase exports there are still 
hurdles which need to be cleared in order to export 
more freely.

Customs Gwadar seized 7 
non-custom paid vehicles

Paragon case:
 NAB seeks time to 
record testimony of 

another witness
News Desk

LAHORE: The Nati 
onal Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) on 
Friday sought time 
from the accountabil-
ity court to record the 
statement of another 
witness in the Para 
gon Housing scandal 
case against the 
Khawaja brothers.

The accountability 
court’s judge Jawadul 
Hassan conducted 
the hearing of the 
Paragon Housing sca 
ndal case against Kha 
waja Saad Rafique 
and Khawaja Salman 
Rafique.

During the hear-
ing, the statement of 
a witness Muhammad 
Bukhsh, a retired 
officer of the local 
government of 
Sargodha, recorded 
his testimony.

The defence coun-
sel Amjad Pervaiz 
argued that the pros-
ecution could not 
cross-examine the 
witness. To this, the 
NAB prosecutor said 
that he is ready for 
arguments on the 
matter.

The prosecutor 
sought time to record 
the testimony of 
another witness in 
the case which was 
accepted by the court.

Later, the account-
ability court asked 
the lawyers to give 
arguments on it and 
also summoned the 
witness to the next 
hearing.

The hearing was 
adjourned till March 
18.

According to NAB, 
Saad Rafique in col-
lusion with his wife 
Ghazala Saad Rafique 

Butt, brother Salman 
Rafique, Qaiser Amin 
Butt and Nadeem Zia 
had launched a hous-
ing project named 
Air Avenue, which 
was later renamed to 
Paragon City (Pvt) 
Ltd).

Saad Rafique, his 
brother Salman 
Rafique, Nadeem Zia, 
Umar Zia, and Farhan 
Ali were named 
accused in accounta-
bility reference com-
prising of 17 volumes.

According to the 
reference, the Khaw 
aja Saad Rafique, Kha 
waja Salman Rafique 
and Nadeem Zia 
owned 93.2 per cent 
shares in the Paragon 
Housing Society.

Besides, Saad 
Rafique acquired 40 
kanals of land in his 
and his brother’s 
name, which he used 

Ishaq Dar asks ECP to 
initiate contempt case 

against PM Imran 
Khan

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: PML-N leader and former finance 
minister Ishaq Dar has urged the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to initiate contempt 
proceedings against Prime Minister Imran Khan. 

In a tweet uploaded on Friday, Ishaq Dar said 
“There was no complaint when Imran Niazi kept 
hiding behind the ECP in foreign funding case for 
six years.” 

He said there was no complaint when they got 
elected Senate chairman with 20 extra votes in ECP’s 
presence. Now, Ishaq Dar said, they were raising hue 
and cry against the ECP after Dr Hafeez Shaikh was 
defeated in the Senate election. The former finance 
minister said the ECP should under Section 10 of 
Election Act 2017 launch contempt of court proceed-
ings.

During his televised address to the nation on 
Thursday night, Prime Minister Imran Khan had 
questioned the transparency of the Senate elections, 
saying that the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) failed to conduct fair elections. Imran Khan 
said the ECP did not take measures to ensure trans-
parent polling and held it responsible for the illegal 
practice of buying and selling of votes as it did not 
introduce traceable ballots.

“The Election Commission has damaged the 
democracy by holding Senate elections through 
secret ballot,” the Prime Minister said. “Why the 
ECP told the top court that the Senate elections 
should be held through the secret ballot?” the prime 
minister questioned. 

The ECP, he said, could have employed the latest 
technology in order to know who the turncoats in the 
Senate elections were. Taking strong exception to the 
prime minister’s allegations, the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has summoned a 
high-level internal meeting today to review the 
speech of Prime Minister Imran Khan, who levelled 
serious allegations against the electoral body during 
the Senate polls during his address to the nation yes-
terday.

The meeting was underway and Chief Election 
Commissioner Sikandar Sultan Raja was in the chair. 
All members of the election commission were in 
attendance in today’s meeting. The commission has 
also acquired the video of the premier’s speech.

From Our Correspondent

QUETTA: Customs Gwa 
dar has launched a 
crack-down against non-
customs paid vehicles 
on the coastal highways. 
Sources in customs said 
7 non-customs paid 
vehicles seized at 
Pasni, Jewni, and 
Ormara.

The crackdown laun 
ched against non-cus-
toms paid vehicles thr 
oughout the province 
on the directives of 
chief collector customs 
Gul Rehman. The num-
ber of NCP vehicles 
across the province is in 
the thousands. Collector 

customs Gwadar Dr. 
Tahir Qur eshi said a 
crackdown against the 
NCP vehicles would be 
intensified in the coa 
stal belt. Customs have 
intensified operations 
against smugglers and 
owners of NCP vehicles 
in Quetta and other 
parts of Balochistan.

However, the influ-
ential people manage 
to drive NCP vehicles 
des pite a ban in urban 
and rural parts of 
Baloch istan. Customs 
directorate has recently 
given a stern warning 
about the NCP vehicles 
and launched a crack-
down in this regard.

PIA resumes 
flight 

operation 
between 
Lahore, 

Islamabad
News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Intern 
ational Airlines (PIA) has 
resumed its flight ser-
vices between Lahore 
and Islamabad as the first 
flight flew from the Pu 
njab provincial capital 
towards the federal capi-
tal on Friday.

After months-long 
flight suspension betw 
een Lahore and Islamabad 
due to the rising cases of 
coronavirus, the first 
flight has been operated 
by the national carriers 
between the cities. The 
airline will operate flights 
between Lahore and 
Islamabad thrice a week.

The first flight PK-650 
carrying 26 passengers on 
board took off from 
Lahore airport to the fed-
eral capital who have 
been warmly welcomed 
by the station manager 
and staff upon their 
arrival at the airport. A 
cake-cutting event was 
organised at the airport 
and later the staff saw off 
the passengers.

Earlier in the week, PIA 
had announced dis-
counted fares for domestic 
flights with an aim to pro-
mote tourism in the spring 
season. The nati onal car-
rier unveiled discounted 
fares for flights to Karachi, 
Islamabad and Lahore. 
The passengers have been 
offered reduced fares to 
travel through PIA while 
carrying 20- kilogram 
luggage at the price of 
Rs7,500 for one side.

Need to create awareness 
among masses to end gender 

based violence stressed

PTI defeat in Senate 
election outcome of 

unpopular policies: Dr. 
Mughal

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: President Pakistan Economy Watch 
(PEW) Dr. Murtaza Mughal has said that the defeat 
of incumbent Finance Minister Dr Abdul Hafeez 
Sheikh in the Senate elections have jolted the ruling 
coalition which is the outcome of unpopular poli-
cies. 

In a statement issued here on Friday, he said that 
the defeat indicates that masses and their represent-
atives on both sides of the political divide are not 
happy with the performance of the government. 

Dr. Murtaza Mughal said that the finance minis-
ter should accept his defeat and resign honourably 
while the government should stop blaming opposi-
tion for every failure. 

He said that it seems a no-trust move against the 
government as economic failures have resulted in 
poverty, unemployment, very high food inflation, 
increased taxes on the poor and high price of utili-
ties. The President PEW who has also served as 
Convenor of the FPCCI’s Central Standing 
Committee on Insurance said that PTI should stop 
the practice of putting the entire blame of every-
thing on former rulers.

The Prime Minister and his economic team have 
shown a lack of sensitivity to the problems of masses 
and business community, it has given a free hand to 
mafia and plunderers and accepted harsh conditions 
of IMF which have made life difficult for millions, 
he observed. Dr. Murtaza Mughal noted that an 
army of unelected advisors and special assistants 
have taken over everything but delivered nothing 
which has resulted in severe criticism from the lead-
ers of PTI and their allies but to no avail. 

PTI should avoid levelling charges of corruption 
in the Senate elections as its past is also tainted with 
very similar charges, he added. 

Moreover, masses are no more ready to listen to 
the corruption mantra and that no one will be given 
the NRO, as it is not enough to feed empty stomach.

DRAP approves Sinopharm 
vaccine for people above 60 years

Encouraging women in field 
of sports very important: 

Shehla Raza
News Desk

KARACHI: Sindh Minis 
ter for Women Develo 
pment Syeda Shehla 
Raza has said that encou 
raging women in the 
field of sports is very 
important. She also wel-
comed the interest of 
women in sports, earlier 

in which women were 
not represented.

She expressed these 
views while talking to 
Secretary Sports and You 
th Affairs Imtiaz Ali Sha 
h who called on her at 
her office on Friday. 
Former Olympian.

 Haider Ali, a promi-
nent name in Pakistan.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Drug Regulatory Aut 
hority of Pakistan (DR 
AP) on Friday appro 
ved the Sinopham cor-
onavirus vaccine for 
people above 60 years 
of age.

According to the 
National Command 
and Control Centre 
(NCOC), the Sinop 
harm vaccine was 
being administered to 
people up to the age of 

60 years, however, it 
would now be used to 
inoculate citizens abo 
ve 60 years of age too.

The body has appro 
ved China’s Sinoph 
arm coronavirus vac-
cine for inoculations 
to registered health 
workers over 60 years.

Pakistan, Nigeria 
and Indonesia are 
among the biggest 
recipients of free 
Covid-19 vaccines 
before June — more 
than 10 million doses 

each — the Covax 
scheme had announ 
ced Tuesday.

Some 238.2 million 
doses would be dis-
tributed around the 
world by the end of 
May through the pro-
gramme aimed at 
boosting access to cor-
onavirus jabs in poor 
er nations. Though 
vaccination cam-
paigns have gathered.

 pace globally, the 
majority of injections 
have been adminis-


