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Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Jamiat ul 
Ulema e Islam (F) and 
Balochistan National 
Party (Mengal) have 
decided to evolve a 
joint strategy in the 
senate elections. The 
two mainstream oppo-
sition political parties 
have decided in princi-
ple to support each 
other’s candidates in 
the polls. Negotiations 
among political parties 
regarding senate elec-
tions entered final 
phase in Balochistan.

“We have finalized a 
formula for senate 
elections”, Malik Nase 
er Ahmed Shahwani, 
the parliamentary lead 
er of the BNP M said. 
Speaking to the media, 
Mr. Shahwani said JUI 
F would support two 
candidates of BNP M 

in general seats.
BNP to vote for tech-

nocrat candidate of JUI 
F 

However, the BNP M 
would vote for the 
technocrat candidate 
of JUI F. On women’s 
seats, the religious par 
ty would support BNP 
M candidates. Where 
as, BNP would vote for 
the JUI F candidate on 
a minority seat.

“We are making a 
joint strategy with all 
opposition parties”, 
Malik Naseer 
Shahwani said. He said 
all opposition parties 
have decided to play 
an effective role in the 
upper house regarding 
issues concerning 
Balochistan. The sen-
ate elections would be 
held on March 3rd in 
Balochistan like in 
other parts of the 

country. A total of 36 
candidates have filed 
their nomination 
papers for 12 vacant 
seats in the upper 
house.

PTI and BAP also 
formed an alliance

The ruling political 
parties including the 

Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf 
(PTI) and Balochistan 
Awami Party (BAP) 
have also formed an 
alliance. The PTI can-
didate Zahoor Agha 
also withdrew in the 
support of BAP candi-
date. 

PTI Balochistan 

chief Sardar Yar 
Muhammad Rind had 
expressed reservations 
about senate tickets. 
CM Balochistan Jam 
Kamal had proposed a 
joint parliamentary 
board to what he 
declares would save 
votes of ruling alliance.

Senate 
election 
video 

scandal: 
Federal 
cabinet 
body 

summons 
Senators

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: In a major 
development, a sub-com-
mittee of the federal cabi-
net, probing the leaked 
video showing lawmak-
ers allegedly receiving 
money ahead of Senate 
elections in 2018, has 
summoned Senators who 
were elected despite not 
having a due number of 
votes. 

The notices were 
served to Senator Rubina 
Khalid, Bahramand 
Tangi, Dilawar Khan and 
Mushtaq Ahmed Khan. 
The lawmakers have been 
advised to submit their 
replies within seven days 
in writing or appear 
before the committee in 
person to explain how 
they were sworn in as 
senators despite not hav-
ing a party vote.

The notices were also 
served to the members’ 
assemblies who were 
seen in the video.

The committee earlier 
had decided against con-
ducting forensics of the 
footage, showing law-
makers allegedly receiv-
ing money before Senate 
polls in 2018.

The committee after 
deliberations had decided 
that the video showing 
the lawmakers was origi-
nal and they had no proof 
to challenge its authentic-
ity. It is pertinent to men-
tion here that on February 
09, a video surfaced 
which exposed the horse-
trading during Senate 
elections in 2018 by some 
party lawmakers who 
could be seen as counting 
bundles of currencies and 
hiding it inside the bag.

NAB arrests former 
secretary special 
education Sindh

News Desk

KARACHI: The Natio 
nal Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) on 
Friday arrested for-
mer secretary special 
education Sindh, Noor 
Leghari and Dr Kish 
ore Kumar outside the 
Sindh High Court (SH 
C) in corruption case.

According to 
sources within the 
NAB, the arrests were 
made after the interim 
bails of the accused 
were rejected by the 
Sindh High Court.

Noor Leghari and 
Dr Kishore Kumar are 
accused of making 
money through ille-
gal appointments in 
the department from 
2012 to 2015. The 
alleged illegal appoi 
ntments of 294 in the 
Special Education 
department caused 

the national exch 
equer huge financial 
loss.

The corruption ref-
erence against Noor 
Legh ari and other 
accused is currently 
under trial.

Last week, the 
National Accountabil 
ity Bureau (N AB) had 
launched an inv esti-
gation into illegal 
appo intments in the 
provincial education 
department.

 after the orders of 
the Sindh High Court.

The NAB had soug 
ht a record of appoint-
ments in the educa-
tion department since 
1989. Credentials of 
the teachers and tech-
nicians along with the 
National Comput 
erized Identity Numb 
ers (CNICs), home 
addresses have been 
sought by the NAB.

Investigation into alleged 
rigging during Daska by-poll 

more important than re-
election: Nawaz

Pentagon: US strikes 
‘Iranian-backed’ 
militants in Syria

Monitoring Desk

QUETTA: The United 
States military struck 
facilities in eastern Syria 
used by ‘Iranian-backed’ 
militant group on 
Thursday. Pentagon said 
the new US administra-
tion under Joe Biden was 
sending a strong mes-
sage to Iran in the after-
math of an attack on US 
troops in Iraq.

In its first military 
action against Iran-
backed groups since 
Biden became president 
five weeks ago, the US 
Defence Department said 
it had carried out air-
strikes at a Syria-Iraq 
border control point used 
by those groups, destroy-
ing “multiple facilities”.

“At President Biden’s 
direction, US military 
forces earlier this even-
ing conducted airstrikes 
against infrastructure 
utilized by Iranian-
backed militant groups 
in eastern Syria,” said 
spokesman John Kirby in 
a statement. “These 

strikes were authorized 
in response to recent 
attacks against American 
and Coalition personnel 
in Iraq, and to ongoing 
threats to that person-
nel,” he said.

17 reported killed
Kirby did not say 

whether there were any 
casualties in Thursday’s 
attack.

But the Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights said that 17 people 
were killed after the 
strike hit three trucks 
loaded with munitions 
coming from Iraq near 
the Syrian city of 
Bukamal.

The group said all the 
dead were from Iraq’s 
state-sponsored Hashed 
al-Shaabi force, the 
umbrella group over 
many small militias that 
allegedly have ties to 
Iran. Kirby said the loca-
tion was used by Kataeb 
Hezbollah and Kataeb 
Sayyid al-Shuhada, two 
armed Iraqi militants 
groups under Hashed al-
Shaabi.

PML-N 
demands 

action 
against PM, 

CM over 
rigging in 
Daska by-

poll
News Desk/INP NEWS

LAHORE: Pakistan Mus 
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) spokesperson Marriy 
um Aurangzeb on Friday 
requested the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) to take action aga 
inst Prime Minister Imr 
an Khan and Punjab Chi 
ef Minister Sardar Usman 
Buzdar following the EC 
P ordered re-election in 
the entire NA-75 Daska,

In her statement, she 
said it was on PM Imran’s 
orders that the election 
commission staff was 
whisked away during by-
election in the constitu-
ency on February 19.

“PM Imran and Punjab 
CM Usman Buzdar had 
held the chief secretary, 
the IGP and the entire 
provincial administra-
tion hostage during the 
by-polls,”

Monitoring Desk

LONDON: PML-N supr 
emo Nawaz Sharif said 
on Friday that an investi-
gation into the alleged 
rigging in the NA-75 
(Daska) by-polls was mor 
e important tha n the upc 
oming re-election in the 
entire constituency on 
March 18.

The Election Commi 
ssion of Pakistan (ECP) 
on Thursday, while hear-
ing an application by 
PML-N candidate Syeda 
Nosheen Iftikhar, decla 
red the by-poll held in the 
constituency on February 
19 as null and void after 
suspicions that the results 
may have been falsified. 
A five-member commis-
sion, headed by the chief 
election commissioner, 

announced the decision 
and ordered for fresh 
elections to be held in 
Daska on March 18.

The order, issued by 
the ECP under Article 218 
(3) of the Constitution an 
d Article 19 (1) of the Ele 
ction Act, 2017, noted that 
“on the day of the elec-
tion, chaos was spread in 
the entire constituency.”

Additionally, the ECP 
ordered the Establishment 
Division to suspend Sialk 
ot’s deputy commissioner 
and district police officer 
as well as the Daska assis-
tant commissioner, a press 
release issued by the com-
mission said. It would be 
decided later if the ECP 
itself would take action 
against the officials or the 
government, it added. In a 
live video stream shared 

from his Twitter account 
on Friday evening, Nawaz 
said that “it should be 
investigated who did this 
conspiracy and when and 
where was it prepared.”

He said it was surpris-
ing that so many people, 
from the likes of the 
Punjab chief secretary 
and inspector general of 
police to the deputy com-
missioner, DSP and “the 
army of other government 
officials”, were all part of 
the conspiracy. “Who 
made them stand in one 
line?”  “It is much more 
necessary to get to the 
bottom of this investiga-
tion than the by-election 
in Daska on March 18.” 
Nawaz said that the series 
of events in the Daska by-
polls had “lifted the cur-
tain from many secrets” 

Pakistan cannot be put on 
FATF blacklist after govt’s 

steps: Hammad Azhar

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Industries 
and Production Hammad 
Azhar on Friday said that 
Pakistan cannot be put on 
the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) blacklist fol-
lowing the measures 
ensured by the federal 
government.

The federal minister 
held a press conference in 

Islamabad and said India 
tried to misuse the FATF 
for its wicked plans but it 
has now been revealed to 
all that New Delhi itself 
provides financial assis-
tance to terrorists.

Hammad Azhar said, 
“Pakistan showed exem-
plary performance regard 
ing the FATF action plan, 
and fully addressed 24 
points out of 27. We will 
try to ensure the comple-
tion of remaining three 
by June.

“Pakistan achieved 90 
percent of its targets 
despite the coronavirus 
pandemic. When Pakis 
tan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
assumed charge, the first 
objective was to save the 
country from being put 
on the FATF blacklist.” 

Senate elections: JUI F and 
BNP Mengal finalize 

formula

Prime Minister Imran Khan offers Dua after performing Ground Breaking of Central Business District at Lahore. PID 
PHOTO

News Desk

WASHINGTON: The 
United States (US) has 
welcomed a joint state-
ment from India and 
Pakistan that they have 
agreed to maintain a 
ceasefire along the dis-
puted border in Kashmir.

We appreciate the mo 
ve to enforce the ceasefire 
agreement to reduce ten-
sions at the Line of Con 
trol (LoC)  between both 
countries, said the spoke 
sperson of the US State 
Department, Ned Price.

The US demanded 
from both the countries 
to defuse tensions along 
LoC.

This is a positive step 
towards greater peace 
and stability in South 
Asia, which is in our 
shared interest and we 
encourage both countries 
to keep building upon 
this progress.

Terming Pakistan an 
important ally of the 

United States, the US 
State Department spokes-
person added that they 
are in favour of direct 
talks between Islamabad 
and New Delhi on 
Kashmir and other issues.

The role of Pakistan in 
the Afghan peace process 
was also lauded.

On Thursday, in a 
major development for 
peace in the region, 
Pakistan and India had 
agreed to strict enforce-
ment of the ceasefire at 
the Line of Control (LoC) 
and other border sectors.

The Director Generals 
of Military Operations 
(DGMOs) of Pakistan and 
India had contacted and 
also discussed the exist-
ing mechanism of the 
hotline.

The DGMOs had dis-
cussed the situation at the 
Line of Control and other 
border sectors in the con-
tact, the Inter Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) 
said in a statement.

US welcomes Pak-India 
ceasefire agreement

BPSC recommends appointments of 676 doctors in health department
Health Desk

QUETTA: The Balochistan Public 
Service Commission (BPSC) has 
recommended appointments of 
676 male and female medical 
officers in the health depart-
ment. The commission had con-
ducted tests and interviews of 
the medical officers recently.

“We have received the rec-
ommendations of the BPSC“, 
Noor ul Haq Baloch, the secre-
tary of health Balochistan said. 
“Very soon, we will post doctors 
in all parts of Balochistan”, Mr. 
Baloch said.

The health department 

would post doctors in their 
native areas 

The health department 
would post doctors in their 
native areas to overcome the 
shortage of health professionals. 
“Our priority is far-flung areas 
of Balochistan”, Mr. Baloch 
stated.

The Young Doctors 
Association (YDA) Balochistan 
has also welcomed the appoint-
ments of doctors. “This is what, 
we were demanding”, Dr. Yasir 
Achakzai, the President YDA 
said.

The health department of 
Balochistan has already 

recruited around 1,000 doctors 
on a contract basis. The YDA has 
also demanded the immediate 
promotion of doctors across 
Balochistan.

The health sector paints a 
bleak picture

The health sector in 
Balochistan paints a bleak pic-
ture of Balochistan despite the 
allocation of over Rs. 32 billion in 
the financial budget for the year 
2020-21. People from rural parts 
of the province come to Quetta 
for medical treatment due to the 
absence of qualified medical 
professionals.

Whereas, a large number of 

patients also visit hospitals in 
Karachi for medical treatment.

The health sector is one of the 
key priorities of the government: 
CM.

Chief Minister Balochistan, 
Jam Kamal has declared the 
health sector as one of the main 
priorities of his government. 
“Government is trying to trans-
late its words into action”, Jam 
Kamal said.

The CM also revealed that 
his government has provided 
jobs to over 18,000 people in vari-
ous departments. Most of the 
jobs provided in the education 
and health sectors.
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Violence against children is on a 
constant rise in Quetta and other 
parts of Balochistan. The first 
taste of violence for a child born 
in our society comes from teach-
ers and parents. Teachers and 
parents subject children to vio-
lence in what they believe in a 
‘good faith’. They consider vio-
lence as the main tool for chil-
dren to obey orders.
The National Assembly (NA) 
deserves appreciation for adopt-
ing a bill to ban corporal punish-
ment in educational institutions 
and other child care centers. This 
was much-awaited. 
Violence against children in 
Balochistan nothing new 
In Balochistan, violence against 
children in schools, madrassahs, 
and other child institutions is 
nothing new. Most of the cases of 
violence against children go 
unnoticed because of social and 
tribal taboos. Thanks to the 
mushroom growth of smart-
phones and social media that 
highlight violence against chil-
dren currenlty.
The passage of the bill by the NA 
also prompted the Balochistan 
government to draft a bill to ban 
corporal punishment in educa-
tional institutions. The bill will 
also apply to other child care 
institutions.
Balochistan government prepar-
ing a draft
Although, the government has 
not announced a time-frame for 
tabling the bill in the provincial 
assembly. However, the secretary 
of education in Balochistan, Sher 
Khan Bazai told this daily that 
the government has decided to 
table the bill. The education 
department has decided to con-
sult experts on child rights to 
draft a comprehensive bill. This 
would help bring an end to vio-
lence against children in all pub-
lic and private schools.
In February 2010, the Balochistan 
education department had 
imposed a ban on corporal pun-
ishment through a notification. 
The then government had 
directed all district education 
officers, principals of schools, 
and teachers to ensure imple-
mentation of the notification.
Affected children demonstrate 
aggression later 
Psychiatrists suggest that 
affected children demonstrate 
aggression and anxiety after 
their growth and resort to vio-
lence.
Balochistan assembly legislators 
both treasury and from opposi-
tion benches should follow the 
national assembly and table a 
consensus bill to ban corporal 
punishment in the province.

Corporal punishment 
bill and Balochistan

Combating pollution
Sakib Sherani
WHILE Pakistan’s 

carbon emissions are 
very low in compari-
son to the rest of the 
world, it is among the 
most polluted coun-
tries in terms of ambi-
ent (outdoor) air pollu-
tion and water contam-
ination. According to 
rankings compiled by 
IQAir, Pakistan was 
the world’s second 
most polluted country 
in the world for both 
2018 as well as 2019, 
behind Bangladesh, 
with air quality charac-
terised as “unhealthy” 
as measured by levels 
of PM2.5 (fine particu-
late matter that have a 
diameter less than 2.5 
micrometres).

The annual average 
concentration of PM2.5 
recorded for the coun-
try as a whole was 
seven times higher 
than the World Health 
Organisation’s recom-
mended air quality 
guideline. For several 
months of the year, 
Pakistan’s main urban 
centres, especially 
Lahore, Islamabad, 
Karachi, Peshawar and 
Faisalabad — are 
ranked among the cit-
ies with least safe air 
quality in the world 
ranging from 
unhealthy to outright 
hazardous, with 
Lahore alternating 
with New Delhi as the 
top-ranked city glob-
ally between 
November and 
February each year.

At the time of writ-
ing, the air quality 
index (AQI) value for 
Lahore was 178, 
according to specialist 
website IQAir, which 
indicates a PM2.5 con-
centration of 108.2 µg/
m³. This level is charac-
terised as “unhealthy” 
for all population 
groups, according to 
the Air Quality 
Monitor scale of the US 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Agency.

Exposure to high lev-
els of air pollution can 
cause a variety of 
adverse health out-
comes. According to 
the WHO: “It increases 
the risk of respiratory 
infections, heart dis-
ease and lung cancer.” 
Other research indi-
cates that every 10 µg/
m³ increase in PM 2.5, 
increases all-cause 
mortality between 3-26 
per cent, chances of 
childhood asthma by 
16pc, chances of lung 
cancer by 36pc and 
heart attacks by 44pc. 
The WHO estimates 
that ambient air pollu-
tion accounts for an 
estimated 4.2 million 
deaths per year world-
wide.

The estimates for the 
number of premature 
deaths caused annu-
ally by pollution in 
Pakistan vary from 
22,600 in the mid-
2000s, to well over 
300,000 as of 2015. 
Based on data for more 
recent years, air pollu-
tion is the sixth leading 

risk factor for mortality 
in Pakistan. According 
to the State of Global 
Air Report 2019, 47pc of 
deaths from chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD) are 
attributable to air pol-
lution in Pakistan, in 
addition to 32pc of 
deaths from lung can-
cer.

The health costs 
attributable to ambient 
air pollution are sub-
stantial. A 2014 study 
by the World Bank esti-
mated that Pakistan’s 
annual burden of dis-
ease due to outdoor air 
pollution accounted for 
163,432 disability-
adjusted life years 
(DALYS) lost. The State 
of Global Air 2019 
Report found that 
“exposure to outdoor 
PM2.5 accounted for a 
loss of one year and 
seven months in life 
expectancy”.

Air pollution is not 
just a health issue but a 
significant (and grow-
ing) development chal-
lenge. High levels of 
ambient air pollution 
impose significant 
costs on society and 
the economy. The 
World Bank has esti-
mated that, for the 
world as a whole, the 
cost associated with 
health damage from 
ambient air pollution is 
around $5.7 trillion, 
equivalent to over 5pc 
of global GDP. 
According to its find-
ings, “In individual 
countries, the eco-

nomic burden of pollu-
tion associated with 
premature mortality 
and morbidity is also 
significant, equivalent 
to 5 to 14pc of coun-
tries’ GDPs”.

The costs associated 
with pollution are both 
direct as well as indi-
rect, and include health 
and social costs, envi-
ronmental costs, eco-
nomic costs incurred 
by households as well 
as firms, and fiscal 
costs. To address the 
issue of pollution (as 
well as carbon emis-
sion), a range of policy 
instruments are availa-
ble and in use around 
the world. These 
include inter alia:

Clean-air legislation, 
tighter regulation and 
greater enforcement 
with regard to emis-
sion standards and 
safeguards;

Introduction of 
cleaner fuels in trans-
portation and power 
generation;

Adoption of carbon 
sequestration and off-
setting measures, such 
as KP’s billion-tree tsu-
nami initiative or the 
Punjab afforestation 
programme; 

Provision of subsidy 
and/or grants for 
adoption of cleaner 
fuels and newer tech-
nology;

A congestion tax;
Emissions Trading 

Systems (or ‘cap-and-
trade’ systems). These 
are specific to carbon 
emissions;

A ‘carbon’ tax levied 
on motor fuels, vehicle 
purchase and/or own-
ership, tailpipe emis-
sions, and on polluter 
industries;

Mandating targets 
for the sale of electric 
and hybrid vehicles.

The major sources of 
ambient air pollution 
worldwide include 
inefficient modes of 
transport (polluting 
fuels and vehicles), 
inefficient combustion 
of household fuels for 
cooking, lighting and 
heating, coal-fired 
power plants, agricul-
ture, and waste burn-
ing. In Pakistan’s case, 
with the rapid increase 
in the number of motor 
vehicles on road from 
approximately 4.5m in 
2001 to a provisional 
estimated 29.5m by 
2020, vehicular emis-
sions are estimated to 
account for over 40pc 
of ambient air pollu-
tion.

Hence, by virtue of 
the well-established 
‘polluter pays princi-
ple’, a green tax on 
motor fuels is an 
option worth consider-
ing, as one of several 
multipronged meas-
ures. This tax could 
take the form of a nom-
inal per-litre levy on 
motor fuels sold in the 
country, with the 
advantage of being 
both targeted as well 
as an ‘efficient’ tax 
with low compliance 
and administrative 

costs. It is unlikely to 
be inflationary if set at 
well below Rs1 per 
litre, allaying a key 
concern of the govern-
ment.

Since petroleum pric 
ing is a federal subject 
under the Constitution, 
the federal govern-
ment will need to 
introduce the ‘green’ 
tax on every litre sold, 
and pass on the pro-
ceeds as a straight tra 
nsfer to each province 
under the NFC Award. 
The revenue raised can 
be used to partially 
defr ay the substantial 
economic and health 
costs incurred as a 
result of air pollution, 
as well as build sub-
national gov ernments’ 
fiscal capacity to make 
appropriate investmen 
ts and incur expendi-
tures to reduce ambi-
ent pollution levels.

In summary, 
Pakistan has a serious 
pollution problem. 
With rapid urbanisa-
tion as well as motori-
sation, its poor air 
quality is deteriorating 
further, posing very 
significant health risks 
for its population as 
well as its economic 
trajectory. Concerted 
policy action is needed 
on a wide front to deal 
with the challenge.

The writer is a for-
mer member of the 
prime minister’s eco-
nomic advisory coun-
cil, and heads a macro-
economic consultancy 
based in Islamabad.

Peace agreement and American options in Afghanistan
Inam Ul Haque 
Nay-sayers to peace, 

besides Ghani admin-
istration, include 
Indian lobby, US deep 
state, Washington 
Beltway Community

The Janus-faced 
pseudo Afghanistan 
analyst community — 
local and foreign — is 
in overdrive telling all 
and sundry about the 
futility of peace-mak-
ing with a treacherous 
Taliban. That the 
blood-thirsty Taliban 
did not keep their side 
of the deal and that the 
United States military 
presence is the panacea 
of all that afflicts 
Afghans and 
Afghanistan. And that 
the remaining contin-
gent of 2,500 or so US 
troops would do, what 
over 150,000 strong 
ISAF/Nato forces, from 
some 50 countries, 
could not do in over 20 
years.

That Ashraf Ghani 
and his cabal is the best 
thing that has hap-
pened to Afghanistan 
and that the primitive, 
uncouth, uncultured 
Taliban will drag 
Afghanistan — the 
oasis of development, 
modernity, peace and 
harmony — back into 
the Stone Age; rolling 
back the gains of 
Afghan minorities, 
especially the women 
folk; and rescinding 
the Afghan 
Constitution.

And the trumped-up 
narrative of the liberal 
brigade and their 
Western backers 
“seems” to be sinking 
in, as President Joe 
Biden has already 
ordered a review of the 
year-old Doha peace 
agreement. The US 
military now intends 

on making the with-
drawal condition-
based and Nato would 
reconsider pulling out 
its 11,000 strong con-
tingent from a dozen 
European countries, in 
t r a i n i n g /a d v i s o r y 
deployment with the 
Afghan National 
Security Forces 
(ANSF).

In an ironic flip-flop 
of the Afghan scene, 
the civilised West is 
evasive in keeping its 
word with the 
“untrustworthy sav-
ages” aka the Taliban, 
who never committed 
to peace on foreign 
terms and said so 
loudly and clearly, 
while pursuing their 
“fight and talk strat-
egy”.

I had covered the 
essentials of the peace 
deal in my piece, 
“Afghanistan — Future 
of the Past”, published 
here on April 30, 2020. 
Let us revisit what was 
agreed. The three-part 
agreement contains a 
preamble and confi-
dential annexes deal-
ing with US deploy-
ment details, ostensi-
bly not made public 
because of ISIS.

The preamble com-
prises four points, 
namely; (a) guaran-
t e e s /e n f o r c e m e n t 
mechanisms by the 
Taliban to prevent the 
use of Afghan soil 
against the US/allies; 
(b) timeline for with-
drawal of all foreign 
forces; (c) commence-
ment of intra-Afghan 
dialogue on March 10, 
2020; and (d) a perma-
nent/comprehensive 
ceasefire as “an item” 
on the agenda of intra-
Afghan negotiations, 
besides Afghanistan’s 
future political road-

map (power-sharing). 
Points (a) and (b) were 
to lead to the last two 
points. The Taliban 
committed to enforce 
the agreement in areas 
under their control till 
the formation of post-
settlement Afghan 
government. The sub-
sequent three-part text 
expands the above 
points.

In Part One, the US 
committed to a com-
plete withdrawal of all 
forces/civilian staff/
contractors from all 
military bases/else-
where in 14 months (by 
May 1, 2021). The US 
categorically commit-
ted to releasing the 
Taliban combat/politi-
cal prisoners within 
three months starting 
with the commence-
ment of the intra-
Afghan dialogue 
scheduled on March 
10, 2020.

Both these condi-
tions remain unful-
filled just like the 
removal — in totality 
— of sanctions and 
travel restrictions 
against the Taliban. 
The Taliban promised 
that released prisoners 
shall pose no threat to 
US/allied forces, and 
have kept their prom-
ise. America/allies also 
committed to not inter-
fere with the domestic 
affairs and territorial 
integrity or political 
independence of 
Afghanistan.

In Part Two, the 
Taliban undertook not 
to allow the use of 
Afghan soil against the 
US/allies. Though not 
in power, they have 
kept this pledge. The 
US and its agencies, 
however, continue to 
fish in troubled waters. 
ISIS in Afghanistan — 

given the Indian mach-
inations/presence — 
raises many unan-
swered questions. The 
Taliban, however, have 
refrained from attacks 
on US/foreign troops, 
as committed. 
Meanwhile the US has 
been liberally using its 
Special Forces and 
USAF in targeting the 
Taliban, when support-
ing ANSF.

Part Three deals 
with UNSC endorse-
ment of the agreement. 
Both parties undertook 
to have improved rela-
tions. And the US com-
mitted to seek eco-
nomic assistance for 
Afghanistan’s recon-
struction.

Foot dragging by 
Ashraf Ghani and his 
government over pris-
oner exchange is well 
known and has been 
instrumental for the 
non-commencement of 
the intra-Afghan dia-
logue. The Taliban 
could not and did not 
offer any uncondi-
tional ceasefire in an 
atmosphere of mis-
trust; thus “reduction 
in violence”, a phrase 
coined by Pakistani 
interlocutors, remains 
a pipedream. The US 
had also retained and 
relocated some CIA 
personnel — in viola-
tion of the agreement 
— to its embassy in 
Kabul, to advise 
Orbaki militias and 
others groups like the 
Khost Protection Force 
(KPF), operating under 
the Afghan National 
Directorate of Security 
(NDS).

The nay-sayers to 
peace, besides the 
Ghani administration, 
include the Indian 
lobby, the US deep 
state and Washington 

Beltway Community 
(the contractors). They 
are working overtime 
with the new US 
administration to 
rescind the agreement. 
Ghani’s objective is 
pure survival; India 
wants Afghanistan 
troubled to keep 
Pakistan negatively 
embroiled: and the 
Beltway community is 
simply out there for 
profit. While the US 
military and deep 
state does not want to 
concede defeat to a 
rag-tag enemy and 
would even reinforce 
failure to salvage some 
pride. Other players 
like China, Russia, 
Iran and Pakistan vie 
for various degrees of 
peace and stability in 
Afghanistan for 
known political, geo-
strategic and commer-
cial reasons.

President Biden is 
said to be at the horns 
of dilemma. Picking 
peace goes against the 
“moralist argument” 
of a demonic Taliban 
not bringing the oper-
ational tempo down; 
so peace would dem-
onstrate imperial 
weakness. And is 
resisted by the formi-
dable cabal of nay-say-
ers. Continuing the 
fight is reinforcing 
failure — a poor strat-
egy.

The Trump-
Khalilzad combine 
had realised the hope-
lessness of the Afghan 
situation militarily 
and had agreed to a 
tilted (Afghan govern-
ment perspective) 
agreement. President 
Biden would too, after 
he dusts off his old 
notes and matches 
them to the altered 
ground realities. For 

those, arguing that the 
Taliban are tired; 
enough to note that the 
Taliban generations 
have learned to live 
with the conflict and 
have developed a sus-
tenance war economy. 
And while the occupa-
tion forces have the 
watches, the Taliban 
have the time.

For reasons 
explained in my writ-
ings, the Taliban can-
not and would not 
concede to anything 
lesser than a lion’s 
share in future politi-
cal dispensation, as 
they were the one who 
shed sweat, blood and 
tears, fighting for over 
two decades, to liber-
ate Afghanistan; when 
others — now vying to 
share the table — col-
luded with the occupa-
tion forces. They are 
the only stakeholders 
able to defeat ISIS. 
And they are the only 
party that can keep 
Afghanistan united 
and peaceful — an 
urgent priority com-
pared to women’s 
rights and the 
Constitution. This 
simple logic is not 
rocket science.

Nay-sayers can push 
President Biden to con-
tinue the war, causing 
death and destruction 
and re-learn what the 
Soviet Union learnt in 
10 years, that 
Afghanistan belongs to 
the indigenous free-
dom-fighters… the 
Taliban.

And freedom move-
ments can never be 
suppressed.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.

Books and authors
Dr Pervez Tahir 

Not many have heard 
of Gujarat Thinkers’ 
Forum, just as the 
Campbellpur school of 
thought is off the radar

In these days of 
thought denudation, 
it’s a real joy to receive 
books from friends 
who happen to be 
authors. Not many 
have heard of Gujarat 
Thinkers’ Forum, just 
as the Campbellpur 
school of thought is off 
the radar. Such ana-
logues of Lahore’s 
famous intellectual 
gatherings have 
existed in other cities 
and towns as nurseries 
of developing social 
consciousness. Iftikhar 
Ahmad Bhutta from 
Gujrat has written two 
books in Urdu. The lat-
est, Fifty Years of My 
Intellectual Journey, is 

an attempt to explain 
to the younger genera-
tion the role of key 
players in our society. 
Having worked as a 
banker, Iftikhar was 
able to expose the 
exploitative role of big 
money in an earlier 
book, Insaan, Samaj 
aur Ma’ash. In this very 
vein, Jamil Nasir has 
gone after the elite 
structures in another 
book, Political 
Economy of Bad 
Governance. Fazlullah 
Qureshi, in his 
Memoirs and 
Reminiscences has 
gone after me. He 
writes: “I was nomi-
nated to join Price 
Commission Islamabad 
in January 1976, where 
Dr Pervez Tahir was 
working as an 
Economic Expert. I 
found it difficult to 
work with him, so I 

tried to stay away from 
that Commission. Dr 
Tahir again remained 
my Joint Chief 
Economist and then 
Acting Chief Economist 
in the Planning 
Division, but our tem-
perament could not 
match. Dr Tahir later 
became acting 
Secretary and later 
Chief Economist.”

The next book is from 
Asadullah Ghalib, my 
class fellow at 
Government College, 
Lahore. Its title says it 
all, Ae Watan ke 
Sajeelay Jawano! 
Invitation, Shehryar 
Fazli’s debut novel, is a 
hair-raiser. The central 
character, who left the 
country in childhood 
and returns as a young 
man, takes us through 
the worst days in our 
existence, the non-vel-
vet divorce between 

East and West Pakistan. 
Here is a flavour of one 
side: “‘Anyway, I 
haven’t forgotten all my 
Shakespeare. The army 
didn’t take it all.’ He 
trapped his skull with 
his finger. ‘There is one 
line I remember well. 
“Blood will have 
blood.” I think it’s from 
Macbeth. “Blood…’ He 
stopped, again put his 
hand on my arm to 
make sure I was listen-
ing. ‘…will have 
blood.’” Kamila 
Shamsie aptly describes 
it “as an allegory of the 
moment Pakistan deci-
sively took the wrong-
est of wrong turns.” 
How did the other side 
feel, is expressed by the 
Bengali driver of the 
main character, 
Shahbaz, in Karachi: 
“He knows he won’t be 
what he was before. 
That time is gone. 

Whatever it was, it is 
gone from his body. 
Now, what does he 
do?”

Last, but not the 
least, is Kishwar 
Naheed’s latest collec-
tion, Darya ki Tishnagi, 
meaning ‘The Thirst of 
the River’. It is dedi-
cated, appropriately, to 
four tributaries of the 
River — Samr Mina 
llah, Fauzia Saeed, Tah 
ira Abdullah and Fau ia 
Minallah. It is vintage 
Kishwar, a rebel from 
day one. One starts 
reading and can’t stop 
till finish. Too bad the 
editor won’t allow me 
to reproduce the entire 
collection. I had to pick 
and choose but believe 
you me, dear reader, it 
wasn’t cherry-picking. 
While the original in 
Urdu is poetry par 
excellence, here is my 
clumsy attempt at 

translating the poem 
captioned, “The old 
woman on the moon is 
watching” — “For 
months there was no 
knock at the door/
What was I looking for 
by opening the door/
Again and again/A 
face, or the sound of 
footsteps/But out there 
was once seen a cat 
pass by/And once a liz-
ard/All inmates so 
scared/That they don’t 
even look through the 
window/First scared of 
Corona/Now even of 
human shadow/Don’t 
even open the door/For 
fear of death/How 
innocent or timid of 
them/Why would 
death need a door!”

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.
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Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

LAHORE: Principal Post 
Graduate Medical Institute 
(PGMI), Prof. Dr. Sardar 
Muhammad Al-freed Zafar 
has said that in the first time at 
public sector hospital, Lahore 
General Hospital (LGH) in 
Punjab “No Cut No Stitch” 
procedure for stones, prostate 
gland and other urological 
problems has been intro-
duced. This technique intro-
duced by Prof. of Urology 
Muhammad Nazir and his 
team. He further said that 
there is a big achievement and 
honor for LGH/PGMI/AMC. 
This technique is being prac-
ticed in urology department, 
LGH. The kidney and heart 
patients can also be benefited 
from this latest technique. 

These views were expressed 
at the inauguration ceremony 
of four more dialysis machines 
of worth Rs. 60 lacs to the LGH 
for kidney treatment, which 
have been donated by philan-
thropists and the total number 
of machines in the LGH 
Dialysis Center has increased 
to 32. 

Principal AMC Prof. 
Al-freed Zafar said that the 
philanthropists who donated 
medical equipments and 
machinery are the pride and 
identity of Pakistani society 
and it is commendable that 
even today the dear homeland 
is rich with such personalities 
who spend in the way of Allah 
Almighty and donate millions 
of rupees trusting the hospital 
administration. He said that 
such people not only make a 
name for themselves in this 
world but they will also pros-
per in the hereafter due to 
their good deeds. Faculty 
members, Prof. of Urology Dr. 
Muhammad Nazir, HoD 
Nephrology Dr. Aurangzeb 
Afzal also spoke on the occa-
sion while MS Dr. Abdul 
Razzaq, Dr. Muhammad Ayub 
Dr. Shah Jahan, Dr. Ammar 
Yusuf, Dr. Saleem Malik, Dr. 
Abdul Aziz, young doctors 
and nursing staff including 
Kamran Zaidi, Dr. Zeeshan 
Venus were also present.

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Nazir, 
Professor of Urology LGH 
said that the Urology Ward of 
LGH has been completed with 

the help of cooperation of gen-
erous people and it is men-
tionable that this center is not 
less than any international 
standard in terms of their 
medical quality and renova-
tion. He said that the sufficient 
facilities are being provided 
free of cost to the poor patients 
in these wards equipped with 
modern facilities which was 
like a beautiful dream for the 
needy patients which has 
become a reality in the 
General Hospital. 

Prof. Nazir disclosed that 
supine PCNL (Per Cutaneous 
Nephro Lithotomy) a very 
small hole about ½ inch is 
made and all sizes of kidney 
stones retrieved by using 
laser or lithoclast, after the 
procedure the patient is ready 
to be discharged within a day.   
Prof. Nazir and Dr. 
Aurangzeb Afzal said that 
dialysis of 20,000 patients is 
done annually on which no 
one has to spend a single 
penny while in the private 
sector a dialysis costs Rs. 
3,000. Prof. M. Nazir revealed 
that this Urology Department 
is the only institution in 

which 70-beds with air-con-
ditioned have been allotted 
for men and women sepa-
rately where treatment of kid-
ney and bladder diseases in 
children has also been pro-
vided for the first time. He 
said that “No Cut No Stitch” 
technology has also been 
introduced for the treatment 
of kidney, bladder, prostate 
and removal of stones, which 
will fulfill the need for 
patients and their time will 
also be saved. They told that 
the patients undergoing treat-
ment will not have to go 
through any painful stages 
while kidney transplantation 
is also going on successfully 
here. 

Talking to media, Principal 
PGMI further said that apart 
from Government resources 
for the provision of health 
facilities, the cooperation of 
philanthropists is of utmost 
importance and comrades 
who provide resources for the 
suffering humanity deserve 
tribute. He said that LGH’s 
state-of-the-art and central 
air-conditioned dialysis 
center operates 365 days a 

year and doctors, nurses and 
paramedical staff are provid-
ing services to regular 
patients in three shifts. There 
are separate machines for 
hepatitis patients so that 
other patients are not 
affected, he added. 

Prof. Al-freed said that 
there is also a 24-hour dialy-
sis facility in case of emer-
gency. He asked that people 
should also take care of the 
health of their kidneys with 
other organs and those who 
use quacks and dangerous 
types of compounds for the 
treatment of kidney and blad-
der and physical strength use 
of such harmful substances 
should be stopped immedi-
ately so that kidney dialysis 
does not occur. He paid a 
detailed visit to the Urology 
Ward and Dialysis Center of 
LGH and commended the 
doctors, nurses and paramed-
ics for the best arrangements 
in accordance with the princi-
ples of hygiene and hoped that 
they would continue to per-
form their duties with the 
same diligence, passion and 
dedication.

LGH introduced “No Cut No 
Stitch” method for urological 

problems: Prof. Al-freed

PM Imran behind Daska 
by-election rigging: 

Zubair
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakis 
tan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) sen-
ior leader Muhammad 
Zubair on Thursday 
said that Prime Min 
ister Imran Khan is 
actual culprit of rig-
ging in the NA-75 
Daska by-elections.

Talking to media 
persons along with PM 
L-N candidate from 
NA-75, Muha mmad 
Zubair claimed that 
Chief Minister of 
Punjab Sardar Usman 
Buzdar was acting on 
orders of PM Imran as 
about 20 presiding 
officers returned toget 
her in only 3 police 
vans. On the other 
hand, Nosheen Iftik 
har, who is PML-N can-
didate from the con-
stituency, express ed 
hope that Election 

Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) will 
order re-election in 
entire NA-75.

It is pertinent to 
mention here that 
Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) has 
reserved its verdict on 
NA-75 Daska by-elec-
tions case. During the 
proceedings, PML-N 
lawyer Salman Akram 
Raja asked the commis-
sion to allow him to 
submit additional doc-
uments and proofs but 
the bench rejected his 
appeal and remar ked, 
“You have already 
completed your argu-
ments in the previous 
hearing.” 

Meanwhile, Pak 
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) lawyer Barrister 
Ali Zafar has said that 
the election commis-
sion can hold investiga-
tion over halting voting 

process in the constitu-
ency but, the inquiry 
trial is the mandate of 
Election Tribunal.

Earlier, the return-
ing officer had recom-
mended to hold re-vot-
ing in 14 polling sta-
tions in the constitu-
ency while the PML-N 
had demanded re-elec-
tions in the entire con-
stituency. Previously, 
Chief Election Commi 
ssioner (CEC) Sikandar 
Sultan Raja said re-
polling could be held in 
the constituency if the 
commission found that 
the elections were not 
conducted in a fair way.

The returning officer 
told that there was no 
difference in the results 
of polling stations 50, 
47, 9 and 140. The 
results of three polling 
stations were received 
on Watsapp with a 
delay, he told.Ashraf Sahrai’s health 

deteriorated in Jammu jail
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir,    the health of 
Muhammad Ashraf Sehr 
ai, Chairman of Tehreek-e-
Hurriyat Jammu and Kash 
mir, facing illegal deten-
tion since July 11, 2019, has 
deteriorated at Udhampur 
jail in Jammu region.

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the sources 
privy to the development 
informed that Ashraf 
Sehrai who is suffering 
from various ailments is in 
critical condition as he has 
neither access to a physi-
cian nor live-saving medi-
cines. No one including 
relatives, friends and even 
media persons are allowed 
to meet the ailing TeH 
Chairman in jail, the sour 
ces added. Meanwhile, 

Tehreek-e-Hurriyat AJK 
Convener Ghulam Muha 
mmad Safi, in a statement 
in Islamabad expressed 
concern over the worsening 
health condition of 
Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai. 

He said deprived of hygi 
enic food under a planned 
conspiracy, the illegally 
detained Hurriyat leaders 
have been left at the mercy 
of severe weather condi-
tions. “They are neither pro 
vided treatment nor medi-
cines,” he said and added 
that it was the height of 
Indian cruelty that Kash 
miri prisoners were not 
even allowed to knock the 
door of the court for justice.

Ghulam Muhammad 
Safi said, the entire Kash 
mir Valley has been turned 
into a large prison where 
Kashmiri people receive 
body of a pro-freedom 

Missing 
10-year-old 
boy found 

dead in 
Khairpur

News Desk

KHAIRPUR: The body of a 
10-year-old boy, who went 
missing two days ago was 
found from Gambat, 
Khairpur, confirmed 
police on Thursday. 

According to police 
sources, the boy went 
missing from the area two 
days earlier, the parents 
lodged a complaint about 
his missing but his tor-
tured body was found 
from the fields in the kacha 
area of Gambat.

According to initial 
report, boy was strangled 
to death, said the police. 
The body was moved to 
the hospital for legal for-
malities, while further 
investigation was under-
way in the case. In July, last 
year, a 14-year-old boy was 
allegedly murdered.

Police funds case: AC 
defers indictment of 

former IG Sindh, others

News Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of National Business Group of 
FPCCI, President Pakistan Businessmen and Intelle 
ctuals Forum and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, Mian 
Zahid Hussain has said that the suspension of natural 
gas to captive plants will hit production, exports, 
investments and jobs. 

Talking to business community on Monday, he said 
the decision to shut down captive power plants will also 
hit revenue, tax targets and foreign exchange reserves. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the decision to link fac-
tories having captive power plants to the national grid 
should be reconsidered as the feeble power infrastruc-
ture is unable to provide continued electricity.

Suspension of gas supply to industries will not 
improve the situation in the country but it will leave 
three hundred thousand workers in the textile sector 
which other sectors will also suffer, he warned. 

The business leader said that the supply chain sup-
porting the export sector will also be shattered creating 
more problems to the industrial sector. 

Decision has been taken at a time when the export 
industry has bagged unprecedented orders and billions 
have been invested in capacity building and expansion 

Captive power plants 
closure to hit production, 

exports & jobs: Mian Zahid

APHC draws HR bodies’ 
attention to plight of 
Kashmiri detainees

News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the All Parties Harriet Conference Working 
Vice Chairman, Ghulam Ahmed Gulzar, has urged the 
world human rights organizations to take cognizance of 
the plight of illegally detained Kashmiri Hurriyat leaders 
and activists languishing in different jails of the territory 
and India.

According to Kashmir Media Service, Ghulam Ahmed 
Gulzar while citing the prolonged house arrest of APHC 
lifetime Chairman, Syed Ali Gilani, in a statement issued 
in Srinagar said the house of the nonagenarian leader has 
been converted into a prison where nobody is allowed to 
meet him nor is he allowed to venture out of his home. He 
termed it as a grave violation of human rights.

Ghulam Ahmed Gulzar pointed out that the Kashmiri 
pro-freedom leaders are the worst victims of political ven-
detta and civil rights abuses under Indian subjugation. He 
condemned the inhuman treatment meted out to the ail-
ing jailed leaders in Udhampur jail of Jammu region 
including Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, Dr Muhammad 
Qasim Fakhtoo, Maqsood Ahmed Butt, Hakim Showkat, 
Tariq Pandit, Gazanfer Iqbal, Aaqib Najar, Arif Wani, 
Nazir Pathan, Bashir Sehmat, Mumtaz Ahmed and 
Farooq Ahmed Sheikh.

The APHC leader said that the authorities have con-
verted the Udhampur jail into an interrogation centre. 
“The prisoners remain locked for 22 hours and are not 
allowed to interact with other jail mates. Denial of rec-
reational facilities, unhygienic atmosphere due to over-
crowding, substandard food and lack of medical facili-
ties have rendered the inmates vulnerable to fatal dis-
eases. The jail has a notorious recent record of an average 
one death per year due to lack of proper medical treat-
ment,” he added. Ghulam Ahmed Gulzar urged the 
world human rights bodies including Amnesty 
International, Human Rights Watch and International 
Committee of Red Cross to send their teams to visit.

BAU Turkey, PU for 
strengthening academic 

relations
News Desk

LAHORE: A two-member delegation consisting of 
Director Global Operations of Bahcesehir University 
(BAU) Ms. Oznur Zer and Director International Office 
at BAU Cyprus Campus, Pakistan Ms. Nuket Tanol vis-
ited Punjab University Vice Chancellor’s office on 
Thursday. 

On this occasion, PU VC Prof Niaz Ahmad, Pro Vice 
Chancellor Prof Dr Muhammad Saleem Mazhar, 
Director Regional Integration Center Dr Fouzia Hadi 
Ali, Director External Linkages Dr Sobia Khurram and 
Hailey College of Banking & Finance’s Assistant 
Professor Dr Ahmed Muneeb Mehta were present. 

After brief meeting with the vice chancellor, the dele-
gation was welcomed at Regional Integration Centre, by 
the Pro Vice Chancellor and Director RIC along with 
their team. The agenda of the meeting was to further 
discuss the on-going collaboration between the both 
partner universities under the Regional Integration 
Center. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Saleem Mazhar empha-
sized the strengthening of academic relations between 
the two universities by exploring the avenues of collabo-
ration that may include academic cooperation between 
scholars of the both countries, student exchange pro-
grams, and joint research projects for the students. He 
also opined that the foreigners who visit Pakistan take 
back a good impression of the country and ultimately 
become our ambassadors. 

Prof Saleem Mazhar said that since education had no 
boundaries, so we must enhance our academic relations. 
He stressed the need to increase the number of exchange 
programs for students and teachers. He said that PU was 
focusing on cutting-edge research to solve real-time 
problems faced by the country and society. He said that 
the number of international students was increasing in 
PU and we also waived off their fee. He said that PU 
charges a nominal fee from the international students 
and provides the best possible facilities. 

Dr. Fouzia Hadi Ali further explained RIC’s impor-
tance and vision and shared future ideas to enhance col-
laboration. Later, RIC also arranged a visit for the RIC 
office and PU Library for the guests. Tokens of apprecia-
tion and bouquets were presented by the Pro-Vice-
Chancellor and Director RIC.

News Desk

KARACHI: An accountability court in Karachi on 
Wednesday deferred the indictment of former Inspector 
General (IG) Sindh Ghulam Hyder Jamali and other 
accused once again in police funds corruption reference.

The indictment of former Sindh police chief Ghulam 
Hyder Jamali and others was deferred once again by the 
accountability court as the judge was on leave today.

The hearing of the corruption reference was adjourned 
till March 9. Former Sindh IG Jamali is facing charges of 
misappropriating police funds worth Rs1.4 billion. The 
other accused include Faisal Basheer Memon, Fida Huss 
ain and others. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB 
) had filed a reference against Mr Jamali along with six oth 
er policemen in 2018 for abusing their powers and alleged 
embezzlement in the funds of the police department.

NAB claims the recruitments were made for the posts 
of constables and computer operators, among others, 
which caused a loss of over Rs500 million to the national 
exchequer.

Energy projects under 
CPEC carry no 

financial burden on 
Pakistan

News Desk

BEIJING: A spokesperson 
of Chinese Foreign Min 
istry Zhao Lijian assured 
that the energy projects in 
Pakistan under CPEC are 
supported by commercial 
investment or foreign 
direct investment. 

They are invested by 
Chinese companies and 
the Pakistani government 
does not need to repay any 
of the loans. 

Therefore, the projects 
won’t bring debt burden 
to Pakistan, he categori-
cally stated. We have 
made clear responses to 
similar questions on mul-
tiple occasions. Replying a 
question at a news brief-
ing about the loans of 
power and energy pro-

jects under the framework 
of China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), Zhao Lijian said, 
he knows the energy pro-
jects very well from years 
of experience working in 
Pakistan. 

“The construction and 
operation of the projects 
are well underway. They 
provided a large amount 
of stable and affordable 
power supply to Pakistan 
and increased the Pakis 
tani government’s tax rev-
enue, delivering tangible 
economic and social ben-
efits. We are confident that 
China-Pakistan ener gy 
cooperation will continue 
to make greater contribu-
tion to Pakistan’s national 
development and people’s 
well-being.”
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Comprehensive 
strategy evolved 
to resolve prob-

lems of every 
city: Buzdar

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman 
Buzdar has said that a 
comprehensive strategy 
has been chalked out to 
resolve the problems of 
every city he continu-
ously visits different dis-
tricts to know about the 
problems of the people at 
the grassroots.

He stated this while 
talking to Parliamentary 
Secretary for Information 
Muhammad Nadeem 
Qureshi who called him 
at his office on Friday to 
apprise him about the 
constituency related 
problems. 

Usman Buzdar said 
that a number of projects 
have been launched in 
Multan, being the most 
important city of south 
Punjab, he added. 

He said the cabinet has 
approved a new 200-bed 
hospital in Multan while 
the facility of the south 
Punjab secretariat is very 
helpful to solve the prob-
lems of the people. He 
reiterated that the jour-
ney of public service will 
be continued under the 
leadership of PM Imran 
Khan. 

ISlAMAbAD: Federal Minister for Interior Sheikh Rashid Ahmed kicks off tree plantation at 
Minister Colony Islamabad by watering the plant at a new park.

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Qatar 
will provide Pakistan 
three million ton 
Liquified Natural Gas 
(LNG) for 10 years as 
the two countries 
entered into an agree-
ment on Friday.

Prime Minister 
Imran Khan witnessed 
the signing of agree-
ment that took place 
here at the PM House.

Federal Minister for 
Energy Omar Ayub 
Khan and Qatar’s 
Energy Minister Saad 
Sherida al-Kaabi inked 
the agreeement.

Speaking on the 

occasion, Qatari Energy 
Minister Saad Sherida 
al-Kaabi termed the 
LNG agreement a his-
toric one for both the 
countries. He expressed 
the confidence that this 
will lead to promotion 
of cooperation between 
the two countries.

Special Assistant on 
Petroleum Nadeem 
Babar said the new 
agreement signed with 
Qatar for import of 
LNG is supportive and 
meets our needs and 
requirements. He said 
the agreement is a start 
of a new era and take 
the bilateral relations 
between the two coun-

tries to new heights.
The Special Assistant 

said Pakistan will fur-
ther engage with Qatar 
in petrochemical sup-
plies.

Addressing a press 
conference in 
Islamabad on Friday, 
Special Assistant on 
Petroleum Nadeem 
Babar said the ten year 
LNG contract signed 
with Qatar is 31 percent 
cheaper compared to 
the previous agree-
ments.

He said it is the low-
est publicly disclosed 
LNG contract in terms 
of price in the world, 
adding that this deal 

will help the country 
save three hundred and 
sixteen million rupees 
annually. It will make a 
difference of three bil-
lion dollars for ten 
years.

The Special Assistant 
said the previous agree-
ment with Qatar was 
for fifteen years under 
which the price was 
fixed for ten years. He 
said the new agreement 
however envisages 
price reopening after 
four years.

Nadeem Babar said 
under the previous 
agreement, the letter of 
credit worth 170 mil-
lion dollars was given 

to Qatar but under the 
new arrangement 
eighty four million 
rupees will be given to 
the fraternal country .

He went on to say 
that under the new 
agreement, the country 
will receive two LNG 
ships on average per 
month and in a period 
of three years, the num-
ber of ships will 
increase to four.

“The new agrement 
will be effective from 
January next year. 
However, there is a pro-
vision that the country 
can get the LNG by the 
end of this year,” he 
added.

Construction NOCs, 
Challans to be issued 

on web portal of SBCA. 
CS Sindh

News Desk/INP NEWS

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Secretary Syed Mumtaz Ali 
Shah said that applications of all categories in Sindh 
Building Control Authority (SBCA), building plans, 
construction NOCs and Challans will be issued on 
web portal and all challan payments will be made 
through e-payment. 

He said this while presiding over a meeting of 
Sindh Building Control Authority here on Friday. 
The meeting was attended by DG SBCA Shamsuddin 
Soomro and representatives of Association of 
Builders and Developers (Abad) and other officers of 
SBCA.

The meeting was briefed on SBCA’s web portal, 
mobile application and e-Payment. It was informed 
in the meeting that at present the papers of all the 
categories of construction are being submitted on 
the portal and from the next week all the payments 
will also be made through e-Payment via OneLink. 
It was further informed in the meeting that 859 com-
plaints of various types have been resolved in Sindh 
Building Control Authority.

CS Mumtaz Ali Shah said that all the problems of 
the construction sector regarding SBCA and other 
land owning agencies were being solved accord-
ingly. He directed the officers of SBCA to issue 
NOCs for construction as per the given timelines. 
“Action will be taken against the officers who delay 
without any reason,” he added. 

The Sindh Chief Secretary asked the representa-
tives of Abad to direct their members to submit the 
required documents and challan amount online and 
that too on time, now every application will be 
received through the web portal of SBCA. 
Representatives of Abad said that many of their 
members have submitted building plans which are 
not traceable; on this, the Chief Secretary told the 
representatives of ABAD to resubmit their build-
ing plans again via web portal and the progress on 
the same will be monitored on weekly bases in the 
meeting.  Earlier, a delegation of United Nation 
Development Programme (UNDP) led by Ms 
Ammara Durrani Assistant Resident 
Representative called on Sindh Chief Secretary 
Syed Mumtaz Ali Shah here on Friday. 

The meeting discussed Climate change, training 
of youth and master plans of various districts of 
the province were discussed. During the meeting 
the Chief Secretary asked UNDP to design skillful 
program for youth with the collaboration of Sindh 
Technical Education and Vocational Training 
Authority (STEVTA) as the Authority has 250 tech-
nical institutions in the province. The delegation 
assured that the UNDP will provide its assistance in 
this regard.

SC stops authorities from 
demolishing lawyers’ 

chambers in Islamabad

UN Chief says encouraged 
by Pak-India pact on 
ceasefire along LoC

Monitoring Desk

NEW YORK: United 
Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Gute 
rres is encouraged by 
Pakistan and India’s 
decision to strictly 
observe all agrements 
on a cease fire along 
the Line of Control 
(LoC) and hopes that 
the “positive step” 
would “provide an 
opportunity for fur-
ther dialogue”, said 
Secretary Gene ral’s 
spokesperson Steph 
ane Dujarric.

“The Secretary-
general is encouraged 
by the joint statement 
issued by the militar-
ies of Pakistan and 
India on their agree-
ment to observing the 
ceasefire at the Line of 
Control in Kashmir 
and engaging through 
the established mech-
anism. He hopes that 
this positive step 

would provide an 
opportunity for fur-
ther dialogue,” said 
Dujarric during a 
daily briefing. On 
Thursday, Paki stan 
India released a joint 
statement saying that 
they have held discus-
sions regarding estab-
lishing a mechanism 
for hotline contact 
among both nations. 
Both sides also agreed 
to a ceasefire along the 
Line of Control (LoC) 
starting from February 
25. Director Generals 
of Military Operations 
of Pakist an and India 
also reviewed the cur-
rent situation across 
the Line of Control 
(LoC) and other sec-
tors “in a free, frank 
and cordial atmos-
phere”.

“Both sides agreed 
for strict observance of 
all agreements, under-
standings and cease 
firing along the Line of 

Control and all other 
sectors with effect 
from midnight of 
February 24/25,” the 
joint statement said.

The United States 
also welcomed Pakis 
tan and India’s deci-
sion, calling it a “posi-
tive step” towards 
greater peace and sta-
bility in South Asia.

“United States wel-
comes the joint state-
ment between India 
and Pakistan, that the 
two countries have 
agreed to maintain 
strict observance of a 
ceasefire along the 
Line of Control start-
ing on February 25. 
This is a positive step 
towards greater peace 
and stability in South 
Asia, which is in our 
shared interest and we 
encourage both coun-
tries to keep buil ding 
upon this progress,” 
White House spokes-
person Jen Psaki said.

311 hydroelectric power 
projects completed 

while 672 more to begin
News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Out of 332 hydroelectric power pro-
jects, 311 projects have been completed in the Northern 
Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province. 

Whereas, 672 more power projects are to be initi-
ated in the second phase of Prime Minister’s Access 
to Clean Energy Investment Program (PM ACENIP), 
Gwadar Pro reported on Friday.

Malik Luqman, Senior Planning Officer, KP 
Energy Department said earlier that PM ACENIP’s 
Phase-I would be completed in the current financial 
year wherein out of 332 mini macro power projects of 
about 32 MW capacity, 311 such projects completed 
so far and the rest would be completed by June this 
year.

Work on Phase-II to construct 672 mini macro 
HHP having capacity 53MW has already been 
launched and is going to be completed by 2023, from 
which will benefit almost 1 million people.

According to KP Chief Minister Mahmood Khan, 
these mini power stations would generate a total of 
55 MW electricity. 

Despite the difficult financial situation due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, uplift activities and public 
welfare initiatives would not be compromised in the 
province.

PM ACENIP worth Rs. 18 billion had been initi-
ated with financial assistance of Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) under which 1,028 mini macro HPPs 
were to be constructed in two phases in northern 
districts of the province.

The aim was to address the requirements of elec-
tricity of the deprived population of the province 
and to electrify the off-grid areas on fast track basis 
through developing the indigenous hydropower 
potential by construction of Micro Hydropower 
plants.

The main objective of development of the Micro 
Hydropower is to develop cheap hydropower poten-
tial and to provide more reliable and consistent 
power to local areas specially those which are 
deprived of electricity.

The project will provide adequate facilities for the 
generation, transmission and distribution of electri-
cal energy keeping in view the present severe power 
shortage and future requirements for industrial, 
agricultural and economic development of the coun-
try. Moreover, the development of these projects 
would lead to the sustainable supply of electricity 
and would serve as a catalyst for development of 
basic industry. 

The project will provide opportunities to local 
communities for enhancements of economic activities 
through establishments of small-scale industries.

Once completed, the project will create employ-
ment opportunities and growth and uplift of socio-
economic conditions of the targeted population, dis-
couraging migration of population from rural to 
urban areas.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A three-
member bench of the 
Supreme Court (SC) on 
Friday stopped the 
authorities from demol-
ishing the chambers of 
lawyers in Islamabad’s 
kachehri.

A three-member bench 
of apex court headed by 
Chief Justice Gulzar 
Ahmed was hearing the 
petition against the dem-
olition of lawyers’ cham-
bers in Islamabad. The 
top court accepted the 
appeal of the Islamabad 
Bar Council for the hear-
ing and asked authorities 
to stop further action till 
the next hearing.

During the hearing, a 
large number of lawyers 
have gathered around 
the rostrum. The gather-
ing irked CJ Justice Gul 
zar who expressed dis-
pleasure over the law-
yers. He remarked that 
the court will not get 
pressurised through the 
se actions. CJP said that 
they had never done such 
activities as lawyers.

He maintained that 
those lawyers who 
wanted to do such prac-
tice have to establish 
their own office as it did 
not suit them to grab 
public spots.

The Supreme Court 
(SC) issued notice to the 
Attorney General and 
Advocate General 
Islamabad in the case.

Justice Ijazul Ahsan 
questioned the lawyers 
about the legality of con-
structing chambers on 
playgrounds and amen-
ity plots. CJP remarked 
that lawyers chambers 
are imagined as their 
personal property that 
were given on lease by 
the bar associations. 

“Who has given you the 
power to build chambers 
on public land? Nowhere 
in the country, chambers 
are built in grounds.”

The lawyer of 
Islamabad Bar Council 
argued that courts are 
not established in shops 
in the country.

Justice Sayyed Maza 
har Ali Akbar Naqvi 
maintained that five-acre 
land has been allocated 
for lawyers’ chambers. 
Shoaib Shaheen Advo 
cate said that the land 
allocated for chambers is 
under the administration 
of the high court.

CJP Ahmed remarked 
that lawyers should not 
compromise on their 
honour and respect. He 
added that the judges 
consider themselves as 
the part of lawyers too. 
However, the lawyers 
should also analyse their 
speeches against the 
courts.

There is no justifica-
tion for establishing cha 
mbers in public places, 
he maintained, adding 
that the lawyers should 
give respect to the insti-
tution. “The lawyers 
must have established 
their own offices instead 
of occupying public 
places,” remarked CJP 
Ahmed. After issuing 
notice to the Attorney 
General and Advocate 
General Islamabad, the 
apex court’s bench adjou 
rned the hearing till 
March 2.

On February 8, the 
demolition of illegal 
chambers in district and 
sessions court in Islam 
abad had made lawyers 
furious who later 
stormed the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) build-
ing and tortured police 
officials, staff and jour-

NEPRA to review govt-
IPPs agreements

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: National 
Electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (NEPRA) has 
decided to review the 
agreements reached 
between the government 
and Independent power 
producers (IPPs). The 
authority will hold a 
hearing on March 3.

NEPRA will hear the 
Central Power Purchasing 
Agency (CPPA)’s petition 
regarding tariff adjust-
ment with IPPs. During 
the hearing, the agree-
ments between power 
plants and Jahangir 
Tareen’s JDW Sugar Mills, 
Khusro Bakhtiar’s broth-
er’s RYK sugar mills, 

Hamza Sugar Mills and 
Almoiz Industries will be 
reviewed.

Agreements with Atlas 
Power, Engro Power Qadi 
rpur, Liberty Power Naro 
wal, Nishat Chunian, 
Nishat Power, Orient 
Power, Safe Power and 
Sapphire Power will also 
be reviewed.

Moreover, NEPRA will 
review wind power gen-
eration agreements with 
ACT Wind, Artistic 
Energy and FFC Energy 
Limited. It may be 
recalled that the govern-
ment has renewed agree-
ments with 47 IPPs under 
which the government 
will pay Rs 403 billion to 
IPPs. 

Kite-lover 
takes down 
police drone 

in Rawalpindi
News Desk

RAWALPINDI: A brave 
kite-lover while celebrat-
ing Basant festival on Fri 
day taken down a police 
drone in Rawalpindi. The 
police’s policy to use mod-
ern technology to keep a 
watch on the violators 
proved ineffective as its 
‘Eye in the Sky’ was ‘shot 
down’ by a 20-rupee kite.

The Basant festival 
exploded into celebrations 
from Thursday midnight 
in the garrison city with 
firing in the air and use of 
firecrackers. Several peo-
ple were also injured in 
incidents relating to the 
Basant. Incid ents of inte 
nse firing were reported 
from Sadiqabad, New 
Town, City Circle and 
Waris Khan areas. The 
Rawalpindi police after 
much effort gave up in the 
end and acted like a spec-
tator as the whole of the 
city was on their roofs cel-
ebrating Basant festival.

SHC hears plea against 
acceptance of Palwasha 

Khan’s nomination 
papers

News Desk

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Friday 
summoned Pakistan People’s Party’s Palwasha Khan, 
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) officials and 
others, in a plea challenging the acceptance of PPP 
candidate’s nomination papers for the upcoming 
Senate elections.

The respondents have been directed to appear 
before the court on March 1. According to the appli-
cant, the Election Tribunal allowed Palwasha Khan to 
contest Senate polls by neglecting the facts.

Furthermore, the PPP candidate hid the name of her 
husband and sources of income in the nomination 
papers.

Earlier this week, an election tribunal had rejected a 
plea against the acceptance of PPP candidate Palwasha 
Khan’s nomination papers for the upcoming Senate 
polls.

PTI lawmaker Arsalan Taj had earlier claimed that 
the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) provided the address 
of an empty government-owned plot as her voting 
address in the province on the nomination papers.

PTI govt near its 
end, says Zubair
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Senior 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leader 
and former Governor 
Sindh Muhammad Zuba 
ir has criticized PTI’s Sen 
ate hopeful from Islama 
bad, Dr Hafeez Shaikh, 
saying that he only comes 
to Pakistan when he is 
given public office.

Addressing a press 
conference on Friday, 
Muhammad Zubair said 
that Imran Khan had 
accused the former gov-
ernment of taking a pleth-
ora of loans. PML-N.

Pakistan, Qatar sign LNG 
supply agreement

LHC extends interim bail of 
MPA Mian Naveed in AC 

torture case
News Desk

LAHORE: The Lahore 
High Court (LHC) on 
Friday extended inter 
im bail of Pakistan 
Muslim League-
Nawaz MPA Mian 
Naveed in a case per-
taining to beating up 
the assistant commis-
sioner (AC) Pakpattan.

MPA Mian Naveed 
was booked for tortur-
ing the assistant com-
missioner of Pakpattan 
after Chief Mini ster 
Punjab Usman Buzdar 

took notice of the inci-
dent.

The FIR was regis-
tered against PML-N 
MPA under charges of 
interfering in govern-
ment duty, abduction 
of the government 
employees, and tor-
ture. The LHC bench 
hearing the plea sum-
moned RPO Sahiwal 
along with a record of 
the case at the outset of 
the hearing, to which 
the SP said he is pre-
sent in the court on 
behalf of the RPO, as 

he is ill. The court reje 
cted the plea of AC see 
king exemption from 
the court appearance.

Later, the interim 
bail of the PML-N MPA 
was extended until 
March 16.

The MPA was book 
ed in the case over 
manhandling the assis 
tant commissioner Pak 
pattan, after the latter 
sought an implemen-
tation upon the one-
dish rule being 
enforced in the prov-
ince.

ECP issues list 
of Senate can-
didates from 
Islamabad

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Elect 
ion Commission of Paki 
stan (ECP) on Friday issu 
ed a final list of candi-
dates contesting the Sen 
ate elections from the fed-
eral capital.

Finance Minister Abd 
ul Hafeez Sheikh of the 
ruling PTI and former pre 
mier Syed Yousaf Raza 
Gilani, a joint candidate 
of the PDM, are vying for 
a general seat from Islam 
abad whilst PTI’s Fauzia .


