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Monitoring Desk 

ISLMABAD: The Fina 
ncial Action Task Force 
(FATF) on Thursday 
decided to keep Pakistan 
on a grey list. The FATF 
made this decision at the 
end of its four-day ple-
nary meeting.

The announcement 
was made by FATF 
President Dr. Marcus 
Pleyer at a press briefing 
on the outcomes of the 
FATF plenary.

“Pakistan remains 
under increased moni-
toring,” Pleyer said, add 
ing that while the FATF 
recognized the “signifi-
cant progress” made by 
Pakistan, “some serious 
deficiencies remain”.

“All of these areas 
relate to terror financ-
ing, three out of 27 
[points] need to be fully 
addressed,” he added.

Pakistan made a 
progress  While reiterat-
ing that Pakistan has 
made “progress”, the 
FATF president urges 
Pakistan to do more to 

comply with FATF rec-
ommendations.

Ahead of the ple-
nary which began on 
Monday, the FATF had 
updated the overall per-
formance of all coun-
tries. Based on this 
update, Pakistan has 
been shown to improve 
compliance on two out 
of 40 recommendations 
of the FATF on the effec-
tiveness of anti-money 
laundering and combat-
ing financing terror 
(AML/CFT) systems.

Performance review
Ahead of the ple-

nary which began on 
Monday, the FATF had 
updated the overall per-
formance of all coun-
tries. Based on this 
update, Pakistan has 
been shown improving 
compliance on two out 
of 40 recommendations 
of the FATF on effective-
ness of anti-money laun-
dering and combating 
financing terror (AML/
CFT) systems.

It found Pakistan’s 
progress non-compliant 

on four counts, partially 
compliant on 25 counts 
and largely compliant 
on nine recommenda-
tions. Pakistan’s evalua-
tion at the plenary will 
be based on the 27-point 
action plan and not on 
these 40 recommenda-
tions. Diplomats said 
they had not seen this 
time the kind of aggres-
sive diplomatic effort 
Islamabad had been 
making in the past, par-
ticularly before the Octo 
ber 2020 plenary review. 
They said the plenary 
could discuss all options, 
including blacklisting 
Pakistan, keeping it in 
the grey list or removing 
it from the grey list.

There are, however, 
no chances that Pakistan 
could be put in the black-
list because it has at least 
three members of the 
FATF — China, Turkey 
and Malaysia — who can 
sustain all pressures 
against any downgrade. 
This is not only based on 
friendly bilateral rela-
tions but performance as 

well. “From our perspec-
tive, we have completed 
all action points and 
complied with what the 
country was required to 
do, but sometimes some 
influential members can 
raise objections on a 
point that one can think 
is not justified,” said an 
official.

Pakistan fully com-
plied with 21 out of 
27-point action plan last 
year, leading the FATF to 
soften its stance from 
previously aggressive 
threats and yet it kept it 
in the grey list in October 
last year. Follo wing rob 
ust progress on anti-mon 
ey laundering and terror 

financing laws, rules, 
regulations and updat-
ing inter-agency and 
inter-provincial coopera-
tion, the FATF narrative 
shifted towa rds Islam 
abad to “demonstrate” 
seriousness on ground.

 through results and 
prosecutions.

In October last year, 
the FATF had announced 
that Pakistan had made 
progress across all action 
plan items and “largely 
addressed 21 of the 27 
action items”. As all acti 
on plan deadlines stood 
expired, the FATF had 
said it strongly urged 
Pakistan to swi ftly com-
plete its full action plan.

Senate 
elections: 
PM Imran 

likely to visit 
Lahore 
today

News Desk

LAHORE: Ahead of Sena 
te elections, Prime Minis 
ter (PM) Imran Khan is 
expected to visit Lahore 
today (Friday). 

During the visit in 
Lahore, PM Imran Khan 
will meet the lawmakers 
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf and coalition part 
ners. The premier is also 
scheduled to meet Chief 
Minister Punjab Usman 
Buzdar and Gove rnor 
Chaudhry Sarwar.

Furthermore, PM Imran 
Khan will also inaugurate 
Mega Busi ness Centre at 
the Walton Road in the 
provincial capital of Pun 
jab. Earlier this week, PM 
Imran Khan had repeated 
his stance that open vot-
ing is the only way to eli 
minate horse-trading dur 
ing the Senate elections to 
be held on March 03.

This he said while 
expressing his views dur-
ing a telephonic conversa-
tion with Pakistan Tehr 
eek-e-Insaf (PTI) senior 
leader and Adviser Parli 
amentary Affairs Babar 
Awan. Both the leaders 
had discussed legal mat-
ters and strategy for upco 
ming Senate polls. Speak 
ing on the occasion, the 
PM said those trying to 
hijack the Senate elections 
are a blot on the name of 
democracy and added.

PTI candidate Zahoor Agha 
withdraws in support of BAP 

in Balochistan

Pakistan, India agree 
on LoC ceasefire: ISPR

News Desk/ INP NEWS

ISLAMABD: As an impor-
tant move to de-escalate 
tensions betw een the 
arch-rivals, the Director 
Generals of Military 
Operations (DGMO) of 
Pakistan and India on 
Thursday have agreed on 
strictly observing Line of 
Control (LoC) ceasefire 
with effect from tonight.

According to Inter-
Services Public Relati ons 
(ISPR), the DGMOs of bot 
h the countries have con-
tacted at hotline and revi 
ewed situation along the 
LoC and all other sectors.

The Pakistani mili-
tary media wing has told 
that the discussion was 
held in a free, frank and 
cordial atmosphere. 
Pakistan and Indian 
authorities have also 
expressed their will to 
address each other’s core 
issues and concerns for 
mutually beneficial and 
sustainable peace, ISPR 
stated. It was reiterated 
by Pakistan and India 

that existing mechanisms 
of hotline contact and 
border flag meetings will 
be utilized to resolve any 
unforeseen situation or 
misunderstanding.

Meanwhile, exclu-
sively talking to Dunya 
News, DG ISPR Major 
General Babar Iftikhar 
has told that another 
understanding has been 
carried out in the 2003 
agreement for LoC cease-
fire. 

While sharing the 
statistics, the DG said 
that over 13,500 viola-
tions have been occurred 
since 2003 whereas 2019 
has witnessed most num-
ber of the violations.

At least 310 innocent 
citizens have embraced 
martyrdom while 
approximately 1600 have 
sustained injuries in the 
ceasefire violations, he 
went on to say. According 
to Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Government of 
Pakistan, in 2021, the 
Indian forces have attem 
pted 175 ceasefire.

Schools to start 
regular classes 
from March 
1: Shafqat 
Mehmood

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Education 
and Professional Training 
Shafqat Mehmood on 
Thursday said that all 
schools would resume 
regular 5-day classes 
from Monday March 1.

Shafqat Mehmood, in a 
tweet said that restric-
tions imposed in some 
major cities on schools to 
conduct staggered classes 
were only till Feb 28.

He also emphasized 
that the announcement 
applies to every educa-
tional institutions in the 
designated cities where 
restrictions had been 
imposed by the govern-
ment to curb spread of 
coronavirus. 

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Pakistan 
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) sen-
ate candidate, Syed 
Zahoor Agha has with-
drawn his nomination 
papers in the support of 
the Balochistan Awami 
Party (BAP). “I have with-
drawn in support of BAP 
on the instructions of 
party leaders”, Zahoor 
Agha, the PTI candidate 
told Quetta Voice.

The ruling PTI had 
nominated Syed Zahoor 
Agha for the general seat 
of Senate from 
Balochistan. The party 
had reversed its decision 
about the nomination of 
Abdul Qadir as its candi-
date for Senate from 
Balochistan earlier and 
nominated Mr. Agha.

“I am bound to follow 
the party line”, Zahoor 
Agha 

“Prime Minister Imran 

Khan nominated earlier 
and asked me to with-
draw now”, Mr. Agha 
said. He said, “I am bound 
to follow the party line”.

Criticism over the par-
ty’s high command from 
PTI Balochistan forced 
the party to withdraw the 
name of Abdul Qadir. 
However, Abdul Qadir 
managed to get the ticket 
from the BAP.

PTI Balochistan chief, 
Sardar Yar Muhammad 
Rind had also expressed 
serious reservations about 

the distribution of tickets 
in the province. Sardar 
Rind had complained, “I 
being cabinet member 
neither consulted by the 
chief minister Jam Kamal 
nor the PM Imran Khan 
has five minutes to listen 
to me”.

CM Jam Kamal had 
proposed a joint parlia-
mentary board 

The statement of Sardar 
Rind prompted CM Jam 
Kamal to propose a joint 
parliamentary board of 
PTI and BAP to avoid 
wasting of senate vote. 
The PTI candidate has 
withdrawn his support in 
the support of BAP candi-
date in the presence of his 
party’s high command, 
Liaquat Shahwani, the 
Spokesman government 
of Balochistan said.

“We are thankful to 
PTI and Syed Zahoor 
Agha for their support”, 
Mr. Shahwani stated.

Bilawal, Maryam discuss 
Senate election strategy at 

Jati Umra

News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) 
Chairperson Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari called on  
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Vice 
President Maryam 
Nawaz at  Jati Umra resi-
dence on Thursday.

Maryam Nawaz Sharif 
herself welcomed the 
young PPP leader as he 
arrived there along with a 
PPP delegation compris-
ing former prime minis-
ter Yousuf Raza Gilani, 
Makhdoom Ahmed Mah 
mood, Qamar Zaman 
Kaira, Chaudhry Manzoo 

r and Hassan Murtaza.
The political situation, 

forthcoming Senate elec-
tion and anti-government 
drive came under discus-
sion during the meeting.

PML-N leaders Rana 
Sanaullah, Pervaiz 
Rashid and Khawaja Saad 
Rafique were also in 
attendance in the meet-
ing that comes a week 
before the Senate election 
slated for March 3 
(Wednesday).

Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari 
arrived in Lahore the pre-
vious day to hold meet-
ings with party leaders in 
connection with the 
Senate polls.

Khuzdar: Blast 
injured 4 
labourers

From Our 
Correspondent

KHUZDAR: A road-
side blast injured 4 
labourers in 
Balochistan’s Khuzdar 
city on Thurs day. 
Police sources said a 
roadside bomb went 
off with a big band in 
the Kathan area of 
Khuzdar.

The blast injured 
four labourers. Police 
and rescue workers 
rushed the injured to 
the district headquar-
ters hospital in 
Khuzdar.

Labourers belong to 
Punjab and KP

Police said the 
labourers belonged to 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and Punjab provinces. 
The injured labourers 
were working in a 
construction company 
in Khuzdar. Police 
mentioned that the 
bomb exploded when 

a vehicle of the secu-
rity forces passed 
through the area.

However, the blast 
injured four labourers 
engaged in the con-
struction work nearby.

Shahwani con-
demns the attack

The spokesman 
government of 
Balochistan, Liaquat 
Shahwani strongly 
condemned the blast 
and termed it a cow-
ard act on the part of 
miscreants. “The mis-
creants would be 
brought to justice”, Mr 
Shahwani said.

Security tightened 
in the aftermath of the 
blast in the Kathan 
area of Khuzdar. 
Police and Levies per-
sonnel deployed in the 
city after the attack.

This attack has 
come a day after two 
people suffered inju-
ries in a hand grenade 
attack in Quetta.

FATF keeps Pakistan on 
grey list

The announcement made by FATF President Dr. 
Marcus Pleyer at a press briefing on the 

outcomes of the FATF plenary.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser in a meeting with Special Representative of President of Afghanistan for Pakistan 
Muhammad Omer Daudzai at Parliament House. PID PHOTO

After NA: Balochistan plans to pass a bill to ban corporal punishment in schools
Education Desk 

QUETTA: Balochistan has planned 
to pass a bill from the assembly to 
ban corporal punishment in all 
schools across the province. The 
bill will set out penalties for per-
sons physically punishing chil-
dren, Sher Khan Bazai, the 
Secretary Education Balochistan 
said. The department would sub-
mit recommendations to the gov-
ernment in this regard, he men-
tioned.

This move has come on the part 
of the provincial government after 
the National Assembly passed a 
bill banning corporal punishment 

in educational institutions.
“After
“We are not sure about the time-

frame for the tabling of the bill”
“We are not sure about the time-

frame for the tabling of the bill”, 
Mr. Bazai said. He mentioned that 
it is under consideration to turn the 
earlier notification into an act/bill 
to ban corporal punishment in 
schools. For this purpose, the edu-
cation department would consult 
all concerned experts, he men-
tioned.

In February 2010, the Balochistan 
education department had imposed 
a ban on corporal punishment 
through a notification. The then 

government had directed all dis-
trict education officers, principals 
of schools, and teachers to ensure 
implementation of the notification.

The government already 
imposed a ban on corporal punish-
ment  “The government has already 
imposed but now we would try to 
pass a bill”, Mr. Bazai mentioned. 
He said physically punishing chil-
dren was immoral and it results in 
discouraging children from stud-
ies.

In the NA, the ICT Prohibition of 
Corporal Punishment Bill effec-
tively bans all forms of corporal 
punishment “however light” at the 
workplace, in all types of educa-

tional institutions including for-
mal, informal, and religious — both 
public and private, in child care 
institutions including foster care, 
rehabilitation centers, and any 
other alternative care settings.

The child rights movement wel-
comes the bill 

Child rights movements have 
welcomed the passage of the bill 
and termed it a positive stride. 
They termed the bill a practical 
move to stop violence against chil-
dren in educational institutions. 
“This is an encouraging step”, 
Wadood Tareen, the chief executive 
of an NGO SEHER organization 
commented.

He however said the legislators 
had better done it earlier.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Speaker 
National Assembly Asad 
Qaiser has said that pea 
ce in Afghanistan was 
imperative for regio nal 
economic development 
and connectivity. He 
said that Afghan peace 
process would be begin-
ning of an era of peace 
and prosperity in Afgha 
nistan and the region. 
He said that Pakistan 
would stand firm with 
an Afghan led and Afgh 
an owned peace process. 

The Speaker was talk-
ing to a delegation led by 
Special Representative 
of the Afghan President 
Mr. Omar Daudzai 
which called on him in 
Islamabad on Thursday. 
Pak-Afghan relations 
and the political situa-
tion in the region and 
issues of mutual interest 
came under discussion 
during the meeting. 

Asad Qaiser said that 
Pakistan strongly desires 
a peaceful and prosper-
ous Afghanistan which 
is in the best interest of 
Pakistan and the entire 
region. He said that 
Pakistani and Afghan 

people were not only 
neighbours and brothers 
but also have strong his-
toric linkages. He said 
that constructive engage 
ment between political 
leaderships had brought 
two nations more closer. 

The Speaker NA said 
that Pakistan has con-
sistently supported an 
inclusive, broad based 
and political peace 
efforts in Afghanistan. 
He opined that the par-
ties to the peace process 
should avail this oppor-
tunity and engage con-
structively for durable 
peace in Afghanistan. He 
said that positive progres 
sion in the peace negotia-
tions depicts the commit-
ment of the Afghan lead-
ership in the peace pro-
cess. He said that there 
was no military solution 
to the Afghan issue. 

Apprising the Special 
Representative about the 
initiatives by the Parlia 
ment and the Executive, 
he said that Pakistan-
Afghanistan Parlia men-
tary Friendship Group in 
National Assembly tak-
ing the lead discussed 
and forwarded recom-
mendations.

Peace in Afghanistan vital 
for regional economic 

development, connectivity: 
Asad Qaiser
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The figure is shocking: 40% of chil-
dren do not go to school in Balochistan. 
This means 40% of the children will 
grow up without getting an educa-
tion in the province. Balochistan has 
already been lagging behind other 
provinces in terms of key social indi-
cators. Education is one of them. 
Until the provincial government, 
political parties, civil society, media, 
and non-governmental organiza-
tions join their hands, this alarming 
figure will remain true.
The number of out of school children 
in the province is 11,58, 291, statistics 
of Balochistan education department 
obtained by this daily reveals. The 
data confirms 60% of children’s’ 
enrollment in schools.
Although, the provincial govern-
ment allocated substantial funds for 
the development of education during 
the financial year 2020-21. None the-
less, government-run schools paint a 
bleak picture across the province.
The department has recruited over 
9,000 teachers shortlisted by a testing 
service CTSP to improve the quality 
of education and overcome the issue 
of the shortage of teachers in the 
province.
531, 371 students have been studying 
in private schools
The data further mentioned that 531, 
371 students have been studying in 
private schools across the province. 
Similarly, the number of students 
studying in Madaris (religious 
schools) is 103,305.
“We have recruited teachers on the 
basis of merit” Sardar Yar 
Muhammad Rind, the Balochistan 
education minister said. He said the 
present government has decided to 
improve the quality of education and 
bring out of school children to 
schools across the province.
The education department has 
repeatedly revealed that the number 
of ghosts and non-functional schools 
across Balochistan is over 3,200. The 
number of schools across Balochistan 
is 14,979 as per the data of the depart-
ment.
The Balochistan government has 
declared education as compulsory 
and free for children. The govern-
ment has also declared the imple-
mentation of Article  25-A of the con-
stitution to ensure the provision of 
education to children of the prov-
ince.
For the provincial government, 
action must match their words when 
it comes to the implementation of 
their announcements. The education 
budget needs to be increased and 
newly recruited teachers should be 
preferably posted in non-functional 
schools to make them functional.
A comprehensive strategy should be 
evolved to enroll all out of school 
children in schools to make them bet-
ter citizens. Only then, they can serve 
the country and nation.

Out of School Children 
in Balochistan

In the mountains — forever
Dr Talat Shabbir 

Sadpara was a cele-
brated climber and the 
only Pakistani who had 
scaled eight of 14 peaks 
measuring 8,000m and 
above

The calling off of the 
search operation for the 
missing mountaineers 
at K2 came as an official 
declaration that the 
trio braving to attempt 
the nightmarish winter 
asc ent to the world’s 
second highest moun-
tain is no more. The 
Karak oram tragedy 
was predictable to a 
certain deg ree, when it 
was reve aled that the 
three great mou ntain-
eers — Muhamm ad Ali 
Sadp ara from Pakistan, 
John Sno rri from 
Iceland, and Jua n Pablo 
Mohr Prieto fro m Chile 
— lost contact with the 
base camp on February 
5, 2021. The loss of com-
munication with mem-
bers of the expedition 

was followed by a peril-
ous and long search 
operation. And now as 
the search operation 
has finally been called 
off after days of relent-
less efforts led by Paki 
stan Army rescuers, one 
has been led to believe 
that the great Sadpara 
and his colleagues have 
now beco me part of 
nearly 86 valiant K2 
climbers who embraced 
death on the snow-clad 
mountain they loved so 
passionately.

The winter of 2021 has 
turned out to be unu-
sual in the history of 
mountaineering as 10 
Nepalese mountaineers 
undertook the first-ever 
winter ascent of 8,611 
metres (28,251 feet) tall 
K2, commonly known 
as the “savage moun-
tain” on January 16, 
2021. The winter ascent 
is pretty scary with 
winds blowing at 200 
kilometres per hour (125 
miles per hour) and 

temperatures dropping 
to bone-freezing -60 
degrees Celsius, making 
life fairly difficult for 
those who dare to 
stretch human limits. 
The K2 poses great chal-
lenges to climbers with 
treacherous appro aches, 
killer bottle-
necks and 
d a n g e r o u s 
steep pas 
sages. Besi 
des, the mou 
ntain in win-
ters becomes 
highly decep 
tive with extr 
emely harsh 
weat her. In 
1988, a maid 
en attempt was made for 
the winter expedition 
and then on, very few 
brave hearts could dare 
make a winter attempt 
until January 16, 2021, 
when Nepalese moun-
taineers claimed they 
had finally done it. Acco 
mplishing the summit 
by Napalese climbers 

was the first-ever suc-
cess of the K2 winter 
ascent. Sadpara was a 
celebrated clim ber and 
the only Pakis tani who 
had successfully scaled 
eight of the 14 peaks 
measuring 8,000m and 
above. Bes ides the five 

a b o v e -
8 , 0 0 0 m 
peaks in 
Pakistan, he 
conquered 
three in 
Nepal. Hav 
ing accom-
plished his 
first winter 
ascent to 
N a n g a 
Parbat in 

2016, he had plans to 
undertake the winter 
ascent to K2, something 
that the mountaineering 
world was keen to see. 
After the success of 
Nepalese mountaineers, 
Sadpara expressed his 
desire to hoist the 
Pakistani flag at the K-2 
summit, which he pas-

sionately did on all his 
summit victories before. 
Sadpara’s last desire to 
hoist the Pakistani flag on 
K2’s summit in frighten-
ing winters turned out to 
be at the cost of his life but 
only the likes of him cou 
ld know the true worth of 
going ahead with such 
passionate desires. The 
last few days were mome 
ntous in many ways. 
With news breaking on 
the media that the leg-
endary moun taineer and 
his co-climbers have 
gone missing at K2, a 
wave of sympathy and 
compassion came from 
across the world. The 
mountaineering com-
munity that was keenly 
following the winter asc 
ent of the Killer Moun 
tain prayed for a miracle 
to happen. At home, 
Sadpara’s nati on became 
united in hope and later 
in grief for the great son 
of the soil. Sadpara left a 
legacy of great struggle, 
professionalism, passion 

and patriotism for all of 
us to follow. He lived for 
his country and risked 
his life to accomplish 
“unprecedented feats” 
for Pakistan. He stands 
out among those who 
dare to conquer rocks 
and winds and choose to 
live in beautiful snow-
clad mountains forever. 
In the words of his son 
Sajid, “If mountains fall 
in love with you, they 
will have you forever.” 
Sadpara goes on to live in 
the hearts of millions of 
Pakistanis forever. Since 
the mountains lov ed 
him, so they have had 
him forever. In the hours 
of despair across the hor 
izon, one thanks Muha 
mmad Ali Sadpa ra for 
reviving our pride in 
our great country.

Like Opinion & Edit 
orial on Facebook, fol-
low @ETOpEd on Twitt 
er to receive all updates 
on all our daily pieces.

Courtesy: Daily 
Express Tribune

Peace agreement and American options in Afghanistan
Inam Ul Haque 

Nay-sayers to peace, 
besides Ghani adminis-
tration, include Indi an 
lobby, US deep state, 
Washington Beltway 
Community

The Janus-faced pseu 
do Afghanistan analyst 
community — local and 
foreign — is in over-
drive telling all and 
sundry about the futil-
ity of peace-making 
with a treacherous Talib 
an. That the bloo d-thirs 
ty Taliban did not keep 
their side of the deal and 
that the United States 
military presence is the 
panacea of all that affli 
cts Afghans and Afghan 
istan. And that the 
remaining contingent of 
2,500 or so US troops 
would do, what over 
150,000 strong ISAF/
Nato forces, from some 
50 countries, could not 
do in over 20 years.

That Ashraf Ghani 
and his cabal is the best 
thing that has happened 
to Afghanistan and that 
the primitive, uncouth, 
uncultured Taliban will 
drag Afgh anistan — the 
oasis of development, 
modernity, peace and 
harmony — back into 
the Stone Age; rolling 
back the gains of Afghan 
minorities, especially 
the women folk; and 
rescinding the Afghan 
Constitution.

And the trumped-up 
narrative of the liberal 
brigade and their Weste 
rn backers “seems” to be 
sinking in, as President 
Joe Biden has already 
ordered a review of the 
year-old Doha peace 
agreement. The US mili-
tary now intends on mak 
ing the withdrawal con-

dition-based and Nato 
would reconsider pull-
ing out its 11,000 strong 
contingent from a dozen 
European countries, in 
training/advisory depl 
oyment with the Afghan 
National Security Forces 
(ANSF).

In an ironic flip-flop of 
the Afghan scene, the 
civilised West is evasive 
in keeping its word with 
the “untrustworthy sav-
ages” aka the Taliban, 
who never committed to 
peace on foreign terms 
and said so loudly and 
clearly, while pursuing 
their “fight and talk 
strategy”. I had covered 
the essentials of the pe 
ace deal in my piece, 
“Afghanistan — Future 
of the Past”, published 
here on April 30, 2020. 
Let us revisit what was 
agreed. The three-part 
agreement contains a 
preamble and confiden-
tial annexes dealing with 
US deployment details, 
ostensibly not made pub-
lic because of ISIS.

The preamble com-
prises four points, 
namely; (a) guarantees/
enforcement mecha-
nisms by the Taliban to 
prevent the use of 
Afghan soil against the 
US/allies; (b) timeline for 
withdrawal of all foreign 
forces; (c) commence-
ment of intra-Afghan 
dialogue on March 10, 
2020; and (d) a perma-
nent/comprehen sive 
ceasefire as “an item” on 
the agenda of intra-
Afghan negotiations, 
besides Afghan istan’s 
future political roadmap 
(power-sharing). Points 
(a) and (b) were to lead 
to the last two points. 
The Taliban committed 
to enforce the agreement 

in areas under their con-
trol till the formation of 
post-settlement Afghan 
government. The subse-
quent three-part text 
expands the above 
points. In Part One, the 
US committed to a com-
plete withdrawal of all 
forces/civilian staff/
contractors from all mil-
itary bases/elsewhere in 
14 months (by May 1, 
2021). The US categori-
cally committed to 
releasing the Taliban 
combat/political prison-
ers within three months 
star t ing 
with the 
c o m -
m e n c e -
ment of 
the intra-
A f g h a n 
dialogue 
s c h e d -
uled on 
M a r c h 
10, 2020.

B o t h 
these conditions remain 
unfulfilled just like the 
rem oval — in totality — 
of sanctions and travel 
restrictions against the 
Taliban. The Taliban 
promised that released 
prisoners shall pose no 
threat to US/allied 
forces, and have kept 
their promise. Ameri ca/
allies also committed to 
not interfere with the 
domestic affairs and ter-
ritorial integrity or polit-
ical independence of 
Afghanistan.

In Part Two, the 
Taliban undertook not to 
allow the use of Afghan 
soil against the US/
allies. Though not in 
power, they have kept 
this pledge. The US and 
its agencies, however, 
continue to fish in trou-
bled waters. ISIS in 

Afghanistan — given 
the Indian machina-
tions/presence — raises 
many unanswered ques-
tions. The Taliban, how-
ever, have refrained 
from attacks on US/for-
eign troops, as commit-
ted. Meanwhile the US 
has been liberally using 
its Special For ces and 
USAF in targeting the 
Taliban, when support-
ing ANSF. Part Three 
deals with UNSC end 
orsement of the agree-
ment. Both parties 
undertook to have 

improved rela-
tions. And the 
US committed 
to seek eco-
nomic assis-
tance for 
Afghan istan’s 
reconstruction.

Foot dragging 
by Ashraf 
Ghani and his 
g o v e r n m e n t 
over prisoner 

exchange is well known 
and has been instru-
mental for the non-com-
mencement of the intra-
Afghan dialogue. The 
Taliban could not and 
did not offer any uncon-
ditional ceasefire in an 
atmosphere of mistrust; 
thus “reduction in vio-
lence”, a phrase coined 
by Pakistani interlocu-
tors, remains a pipe-
dream. The US had also 
retained and relocated 
some CIA personnel — 
in violation of the agree-
ment — to its embassy in 
Kabul, to advise Orbaki 
militias and others 
groups like the Khost 
Protection Force (KPF), 
operating under the 
Afghan National 
Directorate of Security 
(NDS). The nay-sayers to 
peace, besides the Ghani 

administration, include 
the Indian lobby, the US 
deep state and 
Washington Belt way 
Community (the con-
tractors). They are work-
ing overtime with the 
new US administration 
to rescind the agre 
ement. Ghani’s objective 
is pure survival; India 
wants Afghanistan trou 
bled to keep Pakistan 
negatively embroiled: 
and the Beltway com-
munity is simply out 
there for profit. While 
the US military and 
deep state does not want 
to concede defeat to a 
rag-tag enemy and 
would even reinforce 
failure to salvage some 
pride. Other players like 
China, Russia, Iran and 
Pakistan vie for various 
degrees of peace and 
stability in Afghanistan 
for known political, geo-
strategic and commer-
cial reasons.

President Biden is said 
to be at the horns of 
dilemma. Picking peace 
goes against the “moral-
ist argument” of a 
demonic Taliban not 
bringing the operational 
tempo down; so peace 
would demonstrate 
imperial weakness. And 
is resisted by the formi-
dable cabal of nay-say-
ers. Continuing the fight 
is reinforcing failure — a 
poor strategy. The 
Trump-Khalilzad com-
bine had realised the 
hopelessness of the 
Afghan situation mili-
tarily and had agreed to 
a tilted (Afghan govern-
ment perspective) agree-
ment. President Biden 
would too, after he dusts 
off his old notes and 
matches them to the 
altered ground realities. 

For those, arguing that 
the Taliban are tired; 
enough to note that the 
Taliban generations have 
learned to live with the 
conflict and have devel-
oped a sustenance war 
economy. And while the 
occupation forces have 
the watches, the Taliban 
have the time.

For reasons explained 
in my writings, the 
Taliban cannot and 
would not concede to 
anything lesser than a 
lion’s share in future 
political dispensation, as 
they were the one who 
shed sweat, blood and 
tears, fighting for over 
two decades, to liberate 
Afghanistan; when oth-
ers — now vying to 
share the table — col-
luded with the occupa-
tion forces. They are the 
only stakeholders able to 
defeat ISIS. And they are 
the only party that can 
keep Afghanistan united 
and peaceful — an 
urgent priority com-
pared to women’s rights 
and the Constit ution. 
This simple logic is not 
rocket science.

Nay-sayers can push 
President Biden to con-
tinue the war, causing 
death and destruction 
and re-learn what the 
Soviet Union learnt in 10 
years, that Afghanistan 
belongs to the indige-
nous freedom-fighters… 
the Taliban.

And freedom move-
ments can never be sup-
pressed.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our daily 
pieces.

Courtesy Daily 
Express Tribune

Covid-19 and the national education policy
Muhammad Jehangir 
Khan/Junaid Ahmed 

The focus should be on 
improving learning and 
nurturing critical think-
ing instead of attend-
ance

The formulation of 
the National Education 
Policy 2021 is a challeng 
ing but important task 
for the current govern-
ment. When the unprec-
edented school closure 
due to the pandemic 
challenged the conven-
tional education system 
globally, governments 
looked to researchers to 
present ideas to improve 
learning access. In this 
regard, the consultative 
process for developing a 
new policy is undenia-
bly important in bring-
ing a positive change to 
Pakistan’s education 
system. Given this, we 
propose reformative 
actions that can change 
the current system’s 

landscape.
First: how to get 

greater convergence in 
educational outcomes 
nationwide? Second: 
what innovative topics 
would be useful during 
the consultative process 
to develop a final action?

Concerning the con-
vergence in educational 
outcomes, the focus 
should be on improving 
learning and nurturing 
critical thinking instead 
of attendance. The pol-
icy should refor m the 
overall assessment sys-
tem to judge core compe-
tencies inste ad of rote 
learning. For instance, 
Pakistan has 22 million 
out-of-school children, 
yet those attending feel 
the effects of a low-qual-
ity education system. 
Child ren in Pakis tan 
can expect to complete 
9.4 years of pre-primary, 
primary, and secondary 
school by age 18. 
However, the quality-

adjusted learning is only 
5.1 years: a learning gap 
of 4.3 years.

Meanwhile, inequal-
ity in opportunity 
remains endemic due to 
a c c e s s , 
q u a l i t y 
provision, 
f u n d s 
allocation, 
and infra-
structure 
in the edu-
cation sys-
t e m . 
Hence, the 
c u r r e n t 
p o l i c y 
should be 
based on “access, equity, 
quality, affordability 
and accountability” for 
greater convergence in 
areas left behind. 
Regular teacher training 
is important for disci-
pline, lesson planning, 
classroom management, 
and content knowledge. 
Therefore to advance 
skills and knowledge, 

teacher development 
modules, workshops and 
free online courses from 
Coursera and edX, etc. 
should be compulsory. 
Besides, there should be 

training for 
education sec-
tor administra-
tors to improve 
their skills/
s u p e r v i s o r y 
standards for 
e f f i c i e n t l y 
u nde r t a k i ng 
duties. E.g., 
g o v e r n a n c e 
protocols sho 
uld be framed 
such that 

school principals or area 
directors are accounta-
ble for improvement in 
the performance of 
pupils, staff and school’s 
financial outlays.

Regarding absorption 
capacity, unemployment 
among graduates is 
higher due to the mis-
match between the edu-
cation imparted and 

labour market require-
ment. Still, enrolment in 
Pakistan’s technical and 
vocational sector is low 
despite high demand for 
skilled workforce. Theref 
ore, the policy should 
promote flexible, profes-
sional options between 
formal and technical 
schools. Technical edu-
cation would not only 
decrease pressure on the 
labour market, but 
increase employability 
in the domestic and 
international markets. 
Lastly, it is time to bring 
uniformity in the curric-
ulum and the education 
system. The re are public 
schools, madrassahs, 
low-cost private schools, 
and schools for the elite. 
We should end this 
strict dichotomy.

Concerning innova-
tive ideas, we should 
examine the digitalisa-
tion of education and 
scaling up successful 
educational innovtions 

to improve education 
access and quality. The 
re is no disagreement on 
the importance of digi-
tal services and online 
technology platforms to 
keep children learning. 
However, technical sol 
utions exa cerbate exist-
ing inequalities in edu-
cational outcomes. The 
policy should rely on 
existing evidence about 
what type of structures 
would improve distance 
learning in Pakistan. 
Besides, we need to plan 
forward as technologi-
cal platforms for online 
teaching are still in their 
infancy. We need to be 
flexible as there are spe-
cifics not yet realised 
about online teaching 
experiments.

Like Opinion & Edito 
rial on Facebook, follow 
@ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

Courtesy: Daily 
Express Tribune

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Infrastructure
Quetta, the capital of Balochistan, 
was famously known as Little London 
since it was once a bustling city with a 
number of multi-storey buildings. 
Now it lags behind all provincial capi-
tals due its ramshackle infrastructure. 
With narrow pathways, streets and 
roads, the rapid unplanned construc-
tion of towering buildings has further 
caged the city. The environment over 
all is asphyxiating within the hub of 
the city restricting business chores, 
transportation and healthy activity, 
thus making city overly crowded.

The city which hosts most of the eco-
nomic and administrative activities of 
the province is most negligible when it 
comes to planning and development. 

The higher authorities should put in 
necessary efforts to revamp infra-
structure and provide incentives for 
outgrowth and expansion of the city 
equally in all directions. Urban plan-
ners need to now turn their attention 
towards Quetta and help develop it 
into a modern city so that it can benefit 
the people.

Tauseeq Hussain
Quetta
Like Opinion & Editorial on Faceb 

ook, follow @ETOpEd on Twitter to rec 
eive all updates on all our daily pieces.

Courtesy: Daily Express Tribune

Daska bye-election
KARACHI: Recent media reports have 
indicated that a group of people was 

spreading terror around the Daska 
NA-75 constituency. This points to the 
failure of the district and provincial 
government in providing an atmos-
phere where voters can exercise their 
right to vote without any fear. In one 
incident, the gate of a polling booth 
remained closed for over 3 to 5 hours, 
hindering the voters to enter and exer-
cise their rights. Furthermore, it was 
also witnessed that a bag containing 
votes was moved around. In such an 
environment, conducting free and fair 
elections is impossible.

The Election Commission of Paki 
stan (ECP) should have been seen exer-
cising its constitutional writ to ensure 
fair elections in a peaceful manner, 
with no threat to the life of citizens. The 
ECP alone should have the sole admin-

istrative control over law enf orce-
ments in any constituency wh ere 
elections are to be held, with pow-
ers for punitive action against 
those who fail to perform their 
duties. They should also have the 
authority to call upon paramili-
tary forces to maintain peace out-
side the polling booths and 
within the constituency if police 
fail to restore the rule of law.

Instead, policemen in uniforms 
were seen standing by while the 
law was openly violated. It would 
have been better if the ECP had 
suspended the bye-elections, 
taken over administration of law 
enforcement and extended voting 
hours to enable all citizens to cast 
their votes.
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QUETTA: Labours busy in work to build a temporary house in provincial capital. QV PHOTO

KARACHI: Security personal stand alert during arrival to team for playing Pakistan Super League 6 
edition at Karachi National Stadium. INP PHOTO

Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Anti Narco 
tics Force (ANF) Pakistan 
seized 2440.596 kilogram nar-
cotics valuing US $ 73.235 mil-
lion in international market, 
arrested 22 culprits including 
a lady and impounded 09 
vehicles while conducting 22 
counter-narcotics strikes thro 
ughout the country. The seiz 
ed drugs included 1489.4 kg 
opium, 903 kg hashish, 44.856 
kg Heroin, 1.240 kg ampheta-
mine, 1.200 kg methampheta-
mine and 1800x Ecstasy Tabs. 

ANF Balochistan Seizures: 
Police Station Regional Direc 
torate Quetta, conducted an 
intelligence based operation at 
Killi Popalzai, District Quetta 
and recovered 831.300 kg 
opium hidden in dry rainy 
nullah. In another operation, 
Police Station Regional Direc 
torate, Quetta conducted an 
operation at Killi Dolangi, 
District Qilla Abdullah and 
recovered 600 kg opium from 
a dry rainy nullah. As per ini-
tial information, the recovered 

drugs were stored for handing 
over to some other narco gang.

ANF Sindh Seizures: The 
staff of Police Station Regional 
Directorate, Karachi con-
ducted a raid near Cantt 
Railway Station, Karachi and 
recovered 12 kg hashish from 
personal possession of the two 
arrested accused persons 
namely Zaheer Hussain resi-
dent of Karachi and Kashif Ali 
resident of Shikarpur. In 
another operation, the staff of 
Police Station Gulshan-e-
Iqbal, Karachi conducted a 
raid at Bus Terminal, Opposite 
Total Petrol Pump, Sohrab 
Goth, Karachi and recovered 6 
kg hashish and 2 kg opium 
from personal possession of 
the arrested accused person 
namely Wakeel resident of 
Qilla Abdullah. In third oper-
ation, the staff of Police Station 
Gulshan-e-Iqbal, Karachi con-
ducted a raid at Al-Asif Bus 
Adda, Opposite Total Petrol 
Pump, Super Highway, Karac 
hi and recovered 900 grams 
hashish from personal posses-
sion of the arrested accused 

namely Zahid Rasheed resi-
dent of Balochistan.  In fourth 
operation, the staff of Police 
Station Sukkur intercepted a 
Bed Ford Truck near HD 
Family Restaurant located on 
Shikarpur Road, Sukkur and 
recovered 323 kg hashish & 6 
kg opium from the said vehi-
cle. Two accused persons 
namely Abdul Qadeer and 
Asad Ullah both residents of 
Shikarpur were arrested on the 
spot.

ANF Punjab Seizures: Police 
Station, ANF Lahore inter-
cepted a Honda Civic car dur-
ing a raid near Haroon Bus 
Stand, Thokar Niaz Baig, 
Lahore and recovered 15 kg 
Heroin from secret cavities of 
the said vehicle. A person 
onboard namely Jahanzeb 
Khan, resident of Peshawar 
was arrested on the spot. In 
another operation, Police 
Station ANF Faisalabad inter-
cepted a Suzuki FX car near 
Total Petrol Pump located on 
Kacheri Road near GTS 
Chowk, Faisalabad and recov-
ered 4.800 kg hashish which 

was concealed in driving side 
door and secret cavities of the 
said vehicle. An accused 
namely Zahid Nawaz resident 
of Faisalabad was arrested 
during the operation. In third 
operation, Police Station ANF 
Sialkot intercepted a Mazda 
Truck near Chanab Toll Plaza, 
GT Road, Gujrat and recovered 
66 kg hashish and 18 kg opium 
from the said vehicle. An 
accused namely Riaz Baig resi-
dent of Lahore was arrest ed on 
the spot. In fourth operation, 
Police Station Multan raided at 
house located at Ahmed Cottag 
e, Khanewal Road, Multan and 
recovered 252.200 kg hashish 
from the said house and secret 
cavities of the seized Toyota 
Corolla Car parked in the 
house. Resul tantly, an accused 
namely Hassan Mehmood resi-
dent of Multan was arrested on 
the spot. Furthermore, 1x 
Motorcycle was also seized dur 
ing the operation. In fifth opera-
tion, Police Station ANF Laho re 
intercepted UK bound 2x sus-
pected parcels from an interna-
tional courier office loc ated at 

Allama Iqbal International 
Airport, Lahore and rec overed 
a total of 1.876 kg Hero in which 
was tactfully concealed in 110x 
Waist Belt. The said parcel was 
booked by Muhammad Jameel 
resident of Sialkot. 

In sixth operation, Police 
Station Faisalabad raided near 
Hamza Bird Shop near Shad 
Bagh Under Pass, Ring road, 
Lahore and recovered 1.200 kg 
methamphetamine (Ice) from 
personal possession of the 
arrested accused namely Abd 
ul Rauf resident of Lahore. In 
seventh operation, Police Stat 
ion Mianwali raided near Nehr 
Wala Pul located at MM Road, 
Mianwali and recovered 55 hg 
hashish from personal posses-
sion of the arre sted accused 
namely Momeen resident of 
Swat. In eighth operation, 
Punjab Rangers, Kasur handed 
over an accused namely 
Muhammad Riaz resident of 
Pakpattan to Police Station 
ANF Lahore alongwith recov-
ery of 2.600 kg heroin and a 
motorcycle. In ninth opera-
tion, Police Station.

ANF seizes 2440kg drugs worth 
$73.23m in countrywide 

operations
A female drug trafficker among 22 culprits held, nine 

vehicles impounded

Over 9m taxpayers 
registered with Sindh Excise 

Dept: Chawla
News Desk

KARACHI: Sindh 
Minister for Excise & 
Taxation and Narcotics 
Control Department & 
Parliamentary Affairs, 
Mukesh Kumar 
Chawla has said that 
the total number of 
registered taxpayers 
under Sindh Excise 
Department is 
9,015,833. The number 
of property tax payers 
is 939028, motor vehi-
cle tax payer is 7817576 
and professional tax 
payer is 227372.

He stated this while 
briefing an important 
meeting on tax collec-
tion held here on Thu 
rsday. The meeting 
was also attended by 
Secretary Excise & 

Taxation and Narcotics 
Control Department 
Ejaz Memon, Directors 
General Haji Saleem 
Bhutto, Munir Ahmed 
Zardari and other 
officers. 

The meeting was 
further informed that 
the number of payers 
of infrastructure cess 
is 31,149, number of tax 
payers of cotton fee is 
286 and number of tax 
payers of entertain-
ment duty is 59. 

While the number of 
motor vehicle tax pay-
ers in Karachi is 
5664735, 1030252 in 
Hyderabad and 637204 
in Sukkur. The meet-
ing was also informed 
that the number of 
motor vehicle tax pay-
ers in Mirpurkhas is 

116674, 251147 in Lark 
ana and 117564 in 
Shaheed Benazirabad 
region while the num-
ber of property tax pay 
ers is 698541 in Karachi 
region, 112509 in Hyde 
rabad and in Sukkur 
the number is 35499 
and the number of 
property tax payers in 
Mirpurkhas is 30978, 
30037 in Larkana and 
31464 in Shaheed 
Benazirabad region. 

Addressing the 
meeting, Mukesh Kum 
ar Chawla said that 
more units in the fields 
of property and pro-
fessional tax should be 
brought under the tax 
net. He said that busi-
nessmen should regis-
ter their business to 
avoid any untoward.

Ashraf Sahrai’s health 
deteriorated in Jammu jail

News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir,    the health of 
Muhammad Ashraf Sehr 
ai, Chairman of Tehreek-e-
Hurriyat Jammu and Kash 
mir, facing illegal deten-
tion since July 11, 2019, has 
deteriorated at Udhampur 
jail in Jammu region.

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the sources 
privy to the development 
informed that Ashraf 
Sehrai who is suffering 
from various ailments is in 
critical condition as he has 
neither access to a physi-
cian nor live-saving medi-
cines. No one including 
relatives, friends and even 
media persons are allowed 
to meet the ailing TeH 
Chairman in jail, the sour 
ces added. Meanwhile, 
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat AJK 

Convener Ghulam Muha 
mmad Safi, in a statement 
in Islamabad expressed 
concern over the worsening 
health condition of 
Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai. 

He said deprived of hygi 
enic food under a planned 
conspiracy, the illegally 
detained Hurriyat leaders 
have been left at the mercy 
of severe weather condi-
tions. “They are neither pro 
vided treatment nor medi-
cines,” he said and added 
that it was the height of 
Indian cruelty that Kash 
miri prisoners were not 
even allowed to knock the 
door of the court for justice.

Ghulam Muhammad 
Safi said, the entire Kash 
mir Valley has been turned 
into a large prison where 
Kashmiri people receive 
body of a pro-freedom 
activist, every day, as a 
‘gift’ from the Indian state.

Oil tanker over-
turns in Nawab-
shah spill thou-

sands of litres oil
News Desk

NAWABSHAH: A speed-
ing oil tanker overturned at 
the National Highway near 
Wali Muhammad Stop in 
Sindh’s district of Nawabs 
hah on Thursday, spilling 
thousands of litres of oil. 

According to the police, 
the oil tanker overturned 
due to over speeding, spill-
ing thousands of litres of 
oil on the road.

After being informed 
about the incident, the 
teams of police and admin-
istration along with rescue 
workers reached the site of 
incident. One side of the 
National Highway was 
closed for traffic to avoid 
any untoward incident.

In a separate incident of 
the same in nature, earlier 
this year, an oil tanker.

Police funds case: AC 
defers indictment of 

former IG Sindh, others

News Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of National Business Group of 
FPCCI, President Pakistan Businessmen and Intelle 
ctuals Forum and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, Mian 
Zahid Hussain has said that the suspension of natural 
gas to captive plants will hit production, exports, 
investments and jobs. 

Talking to business community on Monday, he said 
the decision to shut down captive power plants will also 
hit revenue, tax targets and foreign exchange reserves. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the decision to link fac-
tories having captive power plants to the national grid 
should be reconsidered as the feeble power infrastruc-
ture is unable to provide continued electricity.

Suspension of gas supply to industries will not 
improve the situation in the country but it will leave 
three hundred thousand workers in the textile sector 
which other sectors will also suffer, he warned. 

The business leader said that the supply chain sup-
porting the export sector will also be shattered creating 
more problems to the industrial sector. 

Decision has been taken at a time when the export 
industry has bagged unprecedented orders and billions 
have been invested in capacity building and expansion 
which is being wasted, he noted. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that production, transmis-

Captive power plants 
closure to hit production, 

exports & jobs: Mian Zahid

Three killed, five injured 
in Sheikhupura road 

mishap
News Desk

SHEIKHUPURA: At least three people including a 
woman were killed and five others injured when a truck 
overturned on a rickshaw here on Wednesday.

According to details, driver of a truck loaded with 
poultry feed lost control on steering of vehicle due to 
over speeding and it turned turtle on a rickshaw near 
Sikandarabad Kanathi toll plaza in Sheikhupura.

Three people including Zumard Bibi d/o Rafique, 
Naseer Masih s/o Botta and Malik Hafizullah s/o Malik 
Amanullah were killed on the spot while Hamza s/o 
Asmat, Maqsood s/o Rafique, Safia w/o Shabir, Aqsa d/o 
Shafiqu and Zeenat w/o Abdul Rasheed were seriously 
injured.  The bodies and injured were shifted to hospital 
for medico-legal formalities. Police impounded the truck 
and after registering a case against the truck driver 
started investigation.

Integrating private sector 
with PSDP suggested as a 
step forward to industry

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Member, Private Sector Development, 
Planning Commission, Mr. Asim Saeed said that the 
Ministry of Planning, Development and Special Initi 
atives is the investment arm of the government and is 
keen to align private sector demands in PSDP. However, 
to do the needful, private sector would have to be forth-
coming so that its demands-based proposals may get 
incorporated in the PSDP through relevant ministries. 

Asim expressed these views in “Industry and Ent 
erprise Sub-Committee” meeting of National Advisory 
Committee of Planning Commission that met under the 
convenorship of head of Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri here on Wednesday. 

Chairperson Competition Commission of Pakistan 
(CCP), Ms Rahat Kaunain Hassan endorsing the impor-
tance of a mapping exercise to find out private sector’s 
need, highlighted that CCP has not received any report 
of any industry being non-competitive due to COVID19. 
“This shows the resilience in our industrial sector”, she 
added. Earlier, Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri highlighted that 
a better coordination and cooperation between the pub-
lic and private sector is need of the hour to resolve vari-
ous issues being faced by the private sector. “The sub-
committee is one such forum that may serve as a bridge 
between both sectors. This bridging is critically impor-
tant, especially to foster trade and business activities 
after COVID19”, explained Dr Suleri.

Representatives of different industrial sectors includ-
ing leather industry, retail-chain stores, pharmaceutical, 
surgical instruments, automotive parts, and services sec-
tor showed optimism that their business activities were 
getting normalized after first wave of COVID19. 

Mr. Asfandyar, Managing Director, Hub Leather 
opined that due to the quick reopening of the lockdowns, 
the leather sector, especially the retail side is showing 
improvement. However, several challenges persist on the 
demand side. He highlighted the need of focusing on the 
retail side of the industry.

Mr. Ashraf Malik, CEO Unique Medical System, was of 
view that after the second wave of COVID19 in the EU 
and USA, they have been facing lowering demands from 
these regions. Eng. M.A Jabbar Chief Executive, Qaim 
Automotive, highlighted the need to provide SMEs, the 
type of incentives and stimulus package at par with the 
Large-Scale Industries. While representing the Faisalabad 
Industrial Estate Development and Management 
Company (FIEDMC), Ms Rabia Zia and Mr Amir Saleemi 
said that timely provision of gas and electricity along 
with other infrastructure can give an impetus to the 
industries. 

Private sector representatives unanimously demanded 
an amnesty scheme for manufacturing and industrial 
sector in lines with construction sector amnesty package. 
They were of the opinion that a conditional amnesty to 
invest in industrial and manufacturing projects would 
boost Pakistan’s growth manifolds.

News Desk

KARACHI: An accountability court in Karachi on 
Wednesday deferred the indictment of former Inspector 
General (IG) Sindh Ghulam Hyder Jamali and other 
accused once again in police funds corruption reference.

The indictment of former Sindh police chief Ghulam 
Hyder Jamali and others was deferred once again by the 
accountability court as the judge was on leave today.

The hearing of the corruption reference was adjourned 
till March 9. Former Sindh IG Jamali is facing charges of 
misappropriating police funds worth Rs1.4 billion. The 
other accused include Faisal Basheer Memon, Fida Huss 
ain and others. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB 
) had filed a reference against Mr Jamali along with six oth 
er policemen in 2018 for abusing their powers and alleged 
embezzlement in the funds of the police department.

NAB claims the recruitments were made for the posts 
of constables and computer operators, among others, 
which caused a loss of over Rs500 million to the national 
exchequer.

The indictment came in the corruption references filed 
by the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) in line with 
the directions of the Supreme Court of Pakistan that took 
action after allegations surfaced that nepotism and cor-
ruption were committed during Jamali’s tenure as IGP 
Sindh in recruiting hundreds of policemen.

Senate elections: All 
candidates for technocrat, 

general seats win 
unopposed in Punjab

News Desk

LAHORE: All candidates 
for the technocrat and gen-
eral seats in Punjab for the 
Senate elections have won 
unopposed, according to 
EC Punjab.

A statement issued by 
the Election Commission 
of Punjab has said that 
candidates of all parties 
have won the technocrat 
and general seats from the 
province of Punjab unop-
posed.

Election Commission 
Punjab sources said that 
Azam Nazir Tarar, Syed 
Ali Zafar, Dr Zarqa, Sadia 

Abbasi, Sajid Mir, Irfan-ul-
Haq Siddiqui, Ejaz 
Chaudhry, Aun Abbas and 
Kamil Ali Agha have won 
Senate seats from Punjab.

Sources in the Election 
Commission of Punjab 
said that Saifullah Sarwar 
Niazi has also won unop-
posed from Punjab while 
Azeem-ul-Haq Minhas 
and Saiful Malook Kho 
khar had withdrawn their 
nomination papers.

Afnanullah Khan, son of 
late Mushahidullah Khan, 
has also been elected as 
Senator. The notification is 
likely to be issued tomor-
row in this regard.
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QUETTA: PML-N youth wing senior vice president Jahangir Khan addressing a press conference.

PM Imran 
thanks Sri 
Lanka for 

warm 
reception, 
gracious 

hospitality
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister (PM) Imran 
Khan on Thursday said 
that Sri Lanka is a special 
friend and a strong part-
ner of Pakistan.

In a post on social-net-
working website Twitter, 
the premier has thanked 
the leadership and the 
people of Sri Lanka for 
warm reception and gra-
cious hospitality during 
his tour.

Thank you Prime 
Minister @PresRajapaksa 
and the people of Sri 
Lanka for a warm wel-
come and gracious hospi-
tality is a special friend 
and strong partner. I 
agree that the cooperative 
ties between our two 
nations are poised to 
grow and strengthen.

The prime minister 
said that he agrees with 
the impression that 
Pakistan-Sri Lanka rela-
tions are growing in a 
dignified manner for fur-
ther expansion and pro-
motion.

It is to be mentioned 
here that PM Imran has 
recently concluded his 
two-day official visit to 
Sri Lanka where he met 
with the senior leader-
ship and business com-
munity and invited them 
to visit Pakistan. 

KILLA ABDULLAH: Students at a school that was made functional by Kaka Shaheed 
foundation in Gulistan: Photo provided by Ghani Kakar

Monitoring Desk/INP 
NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Former 
Interior Minister and 
Chairman Senate 
Standing Committee on 
Interior Senator A. 
Rehman Malik said 
that a healthy society is 
not only vital for better 
quality of life but it also 
boosts the quality of 
human capital and soci-
oeconomic develop-
ment of the country.

Addressing as chief 
guest at a seminar in 
Islamabad on Thursday, 
Senator Rehman Malik 
said that adulteration 
and unsafe food are the 
major causes in the 
growing of diseases in 
Pakistan. He said that it 
is alarming that health 
issues are rapidly 
increasing in Pakistan 
because of unsafe and 
unhygienic food. He 
said that safe, secure 
and hygienic food is the 

basic right of every citi-
zen and it is the fore-
most responsibility of 
the state to ensure the 
availability of safe and 
hygienic food to its citi-
zens.

The Chairman Senate 
Body said that unfortu-
nately in our country 
unsafe and unhygienic 
food is being sold in 
our markets without 
any fear. He said that 
across the country 
including the capital 
there is no formal 
authority to monitor 
food quality and there 
exist no mechanism. He 
said that our laws 
regarding food security 
are too weak to control 
food adulteration so we 
are unable to get 
hygienic food. 

He said that not only 
that dead meat and 
adulterated milk is 
being sold but sub-
standard food is being 
served in restaurants 

and also in the canteens 
of schools and other 
educational institu-
tions. He said that he 
was shocked to see that 
vendors sell substand-
ard food items and spu-
rious drinks outside 
schools, colleges and 
universities. He said 
that this is a very seri-
ous issue and it needs 
government serious 
attentions as unhy-
gienic food is badly 
affecting health of our 
school going children.  

Senator Rehman 
Malik said that on 
February 7, 2018, he as 
Chairman Senate 
Standing Committee on 
Interior had taken 
notice of selling of 
adulterated milk and 
the meat of dead ani-
mals in Islamabad and 
Rawalpindi but during 
the briefing, he was told 
that this is a common 
practice across the 
country. He added that 

he had recommended 
legislation and estab-
lishment of ICT Food 
Authority to ensure the 
safe food. He said that 
there should be a 
National Food Security 
Authority in the coun-
try to ensure safe food 
to everyone adding that 
citizens should also 
play their role in ensur-
ing the safe food. 

He said that Senate 
Standing Committee on 
Interior had recom-
mended the establish-
ment of Slaughter 
House in Islamabad 
and every district of the 
country duly monitor 
by respective District 
Administration.  He 
explained The Pure 
Food Authority Bill, 
2019 which was 
referred to his commit-
tee on September 2, 
2019 and after thorough 
deliberation, on 
December 9, 2019 it was 
approved. 

The Chairman 
Standing Committee on 
Interior said that the 
bill seeks establishment 
of a food authority in 
the capital and appoint-
ment of officials. He 
said that the bill also 
provided a ‘comprehen-
sive mechanism for 
regulating and manag-
ing food items‘ as well 
as punishments for 
those involved in the 
business of adulterated 
and unhygienic food.

He said “I call upon 
the government to 
implement and act 
upon the Food Act of 
1960 till Food Authority 
are not established at 
capital and provincial 
level”. 

At the end of semi-
nar, Senator Rehman 
Malik distributed cer-
tificates among the par-
ticipants and applauded 
them for their services 
for humanity and 
Pakistan.

Dharejo directs to dispose 
of inquiries lying pending 

with ACE Sindh
News Desk

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Industries & Commerce 
and Anti-Corruption & Cooperative Department Jam 
Ikramullah Dharejo has directed the officers of Anti-
Corruption Establishment Department Sindh to deal 
with all pending inquiries as soon as possible and 
those involved in corruption must be brought to their 
logical conclusion. 

Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari has given clear instructions to take 
action against corruption and effective steps are 
being taken to rid Sindh province of corruption, he 
said this in a meeting with Chairman Anti-
Corruption Establishment Sindh Iqbal Memon and 
other officers on Wednesday. 

Jam Ikramullah Dharejo said that resolving cor-
ruption related complaints as soon as possible 
should be the top priority of the officers and no neg-
ligence would be tolerated in this regard. He also 
called on the Anti-Corruption Establishment 
Department of Sindh to improve its self-accountabil-
ity process, saying that unless transparency was 
maintained within the department, it was not pos-
sible to eradicate corruption from other depart-
ments.  The provincial minister directed to conduct 
effective training program to enhance the capabili-
ties of the officers and also to increase their capacity 
to deal with white collar crimes. He added, ‘Now is 
the time for complete development of the province 
and complete eradication of corruption and discour-
agement of corruption at all levels’.

FM Qureshi welcomes 
Pak-India ceasefire pact

Return of education in 
impoverished Gulistan
From Our 
Correspondent 

KILLA ABDULLAH: 
Education has 
returned to Gulistan 
tehsil of district Killa 
Abdullah. A non-
governmental organ-
ization i.e. Kaka Shah 
eed foundation has 
made a government-
run school functional 
in the heart of the 
impoverished mud-
blowing town.

“Initially, 200 stu-
dents enrolled in this 
school”, Ehsanullah, 

principal of the 
school informed. 
Like dozens of other 
schools, this school 
located in the town 
was also closed.

Tribal disputes 
resulted in the clo-
sure of schools 

Tribal disputes 
have severely 
affected education 
and resulted in the 
closure of dozens of 
g o v e r n m e n t - r u n 
schools. “Tribal dis-
putes have deprived 
children of their right 
to education”, 

Shakoor Khan 
Ghabizai, the head of 
the Ghabizai tribe 
said.

He however vowed 
to promote education 
in the area despite all 
tribal and social 
odds. The Kaka 
Shaheed foundation 
also organized a 
function on the eve of 
the re-launching of 
the educational insti-
tution. A large num-
ber of tribal elders, 
political leaders, jour-
nalists, and officials 
attended the function.

SC reserves opinion on 
Presidential Reference

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Thursday reserved 
its opinion over the Presidential Reference seeking the 
court’s opinion to hold the Senate elections by open ballot.

A larger bench of the Supreme Court headed by Chief 
Justice Gulzar Ahmed, after completion of arguments 
from the lawyers and rejoinder of the Attorney General, 
reserved its opinion over the presidential reference.

The counsel of Pakistan Bar Council in his contentions 
said that he will give his arguments over the election 
laws, vote secrecy and the proportional representation. ” 
The National Assembly members been elected directly, 
while the Senate election completes with the proportional 
representation,” he said.

“How the elections on reserved seats under Article 51 
held with secrecy. The reserved seats awarded to political 
parties with proportion of their seats in assemblies,” 
Justice Ijazul Ahsan said. “The election commission gets 
lists of names from political parties, scrutinize names 
under proportional representation and after scrutiny, it 
makes public the names of elected members,” the counsel 
replied. “The steps against corrupt practice should be 
taken before the election, if this argument accepted then 
Article 218 will become unnecessary,” counsel Mansoor 
Usman said. “The charges of corrupt practice will be sep-
arated with the evidence and it could not be attached to 
the ballot paper,” he added.

“The objective is to end corrupt practice,” Justice 
Umar Ata Bandial remarked. “The ballot paper is itself 
an evidence,” Justice Ijaz said. “The election commission 
should keep its check if a link between money and the 
ballot paper surfaces,” the court observed.

“Are you saying that all elections being held under 
Article 226,” Justice Bandial asked. “If the Senate elec-
tion held with open ballot it will affect all elections,” 
PBC counsel said. “The constitution says nothing about 
holding any election with secret ballot. In true sense 
election actually means secret ballot,” the counsel 
argued. “The question is enforcement of the Article 226, 
why no amendment being introduced to end corruption 
from the electoral process,” the chief justice asked. “The 
parliament only passes resolutions for transparency of 
the electoral process,” Justice Gulzar Ahmed further 
said. Attorney General Khalid Javed after completion of 
the arguments of the lawyers in his rejoinder argued 
that the scrutiny of the vote could not hurt the secrecy.

“The presidential reference is not based on a political 
question, but it seeks interpretation of the Article 226,” 
the AG argued.

“Will the Supreme Court’s opinion will be final,” 
Justice Yahya Afridi asked. “The government will be 
bound to the court’s opinion,” AG said. “A review plea 
could be filed over the court’s opinion,” Justice Afridi 
said. “Review petition could not be filed over the refer-
ence,” the state lawyers.

“The courts have no relation with the politics, it will 
only interpret the constitution,” the chief justice said.

The court reserved its opinion on the presidential ref-
erence after conclusion of the hearing.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister (FM) Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi on 
Thursday welcomed the 
agreement of strict 
observance of the cease-
fire agreement between 
Pakistan and India along 
the Line of Control (LoC) 
and other sectors.

Talking to a private TV 
channel, FM Qureshi 
termed the development 
as a positive omen and 
urged India to strictly fol-
low the ceasefire agree-
ment.

He said that Pakistan 
has been highlighting the 
ceasefire violations at all 
international forums 
from the Indian side, 
which has claimed the 

lives of many innocent 
people. “It is a positive 
development if India 
sticks to it.”Qureshi 
maintained that the situa-
tion in Indian occupied 
Kash mir worsened after 
the August 5 move by 
Modi government. India 
is facing humiliation at 
all international forums 
after stripping the special 
status of IoK.

Earlier, the Director-
General of Military Oper 
ations (DGMOs) of Pakis 
tan and India have agreed 
to address each other’s 
core issues and concerns, 
which have the propen-
sity to disturb the peace 
and lead to violence. 
According to ISPR, the 
two Director Gener als of 
Military Opera tions held 
discussions over the 
established mec hanism 
of hotline contact.

The two sides reviewed 
the situation along Line 
of Control and all other 
sectors in a free, frank 
and cordial atmosphere.

Both sides agreed for 
strict observance of all 
agreements, understand-
ings and ceasefire along 
the LoC and all other 
sectors, with effect from 
last midnight.

SHC allows PTI’s Saifullah 
Abro for contesting Senate 

election
News Desk

KARACHI: The Sindh 
High Court (SHC) setting 
aside the Election Comm 
ission of Pakistan tribu-
nal’s decision against PTI 
leader Saifullah Abro, on 
Thursday cleared his 
nomination papers for 
contesting the upcoming 
Senate elections due on 
March 3. 

The court also issued 
the directive for immedi-
ately informing the ECP 
about its decision. 
Saifullah Abro’s lawyer 
Makhdoom Ali Khan 
provided details of his 
client’s construction pro-
jects as an engineer who 
built railway line in Kotri, 
Kotri Industrial Area 
Project city flyover, bridge 
on railway line in 
Kashmore, Flyover Bridge 
in Tandomabad 
Hyderabad, Flyover 
Bridge on Railway Line in 
Nawabshah, Sukkur City 

Railway Line Bridge,  
Rawalpindi-Islamabad 
Metro Project and Saiful 
lah Abro’s Qalandar 
Bakhsh Company is also 
registered with the FBR. 

While the complain-
ant’s lawyer Haseeb 
Jamali tried to convince 
the court that Abro has no 
national achievements 
and not deemed fit for the 
Senate elections. 

Earlier, Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) suf-
fered a huge blow ahead 
of Senate elections as 
Sindh Election Tribunal 
rejected the nomination 
papers of Saifullah Abro 
by declaring the return-
ing officer’s (RO) verdict 
null and void. In its ver-
dict given in the appeal 
filed against the accept-
ance of Abro’s nomina-
tion papers for a techno-
crat seat, the tribunal said 
the objections raised in 
the appeal were found to 
be valid.

Senate elections: ECP bars 
voters from bringing 

mobile phones
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: In a move to ensure the sanctity of vote, 
the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on 
Thursday barred the members of the relevant assem-
blies from bringing mobile phones or any other elec-
tronic device to the premises of the polling station on 
the Senate elections day.

In a notification issued by the ECP Secretariat to all 
provincial election offices, the Returning Officers 
have been directed to ensure that no voter may take 
with him\her mobile phone or any other electronic 
device to the screened-off compartment where he/she 
marks preference on the ballot paper. The Senate polls 
are scheduled to be held on March 3.

The polling for the election of 48 Senators will be 
held between 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the provincial 
assemblies as well as the National Assembly.

Total 52 incumbent members of the Senate will 
complete their six-year term and retire on March 11.

A big question mark looms over the election is the 
issue, whether the election will be conducted by an 
open ballot, as the government is seeking.

Rigging in 
Daska, 

Kurram by-
polls 

unacceptable: 
Fazal-ur-
Rehman

News Desk

PESHAWAR: Jamiat 
Ulem a-e-Islam-Fazal 
(JUI-F) President Fazal-
ur-Rehm an  on Thursday 
said that rigging in 
NA-75 Daska and NA-45 
Kurram by-elections is 
unacceptable and 
rejected the results of 
both constituencies.

The JUI-F chief talked 
to media in Peshawar 
and said 600 fake postal 
ballots were recovered 
from NA-45 before the 
start of polling. Paki 
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) candidate was 
allowed to contest the 
poll instead of being 
disqualified, he added.

“The Election 
Commiss ion of 
Pakistan (ECP) has kept 
the results on hold but 
it should cancel the 
elections. The 2018 gen-
eral elections were also 
rigged.

“Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) will 
give surprise by win-
ning the Senate polls. 
Convoys from across 
the country will depart 
for Islamabad from 
March 26 as per the 
schedule.”

Case not lodged against 
those who rigged Daska 
by-poll: Shahid Khaqan

News Desk

KARACHI: Former prime minister and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) senior leader Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi  on Thursday said case has not been 
lodged against those who rigged the NA-75 Daska by-
poll.

Talking to media in Karachi, the erstwhile premier  
said presiding officers were kidnapped but no action 
was taken. He held PM Imran Khan responsible for 
the vote theft.

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi said, “Is it not a crime to 
abduct presiding officers? The sanctity of public man-
date is being violated by PM’s ministers, advisers and 
administration. Re-election should be held in the 
entire NA-75.

“If a former prime minister can be summoned to 
court, so should be the ones who stole the votes. There 
is no need of election reforms, only implementation 
on the law and the constitution is required “ Abbasi 
said. “The institution of accountability is itself 
accountable. Commissions are formed here to protect 
the culprits, and same has been done in the Broadsheet 
case. Imran Khan’s government is one of the most cor-
rupt regimes of the world”, he added.

He said that transparency International has also 
declared the incumbent government of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) as the most corrupt.” 

PTI, allies on 
same page over 

Senate elections: 
Ch Sarwar

News Desk

LAHORE: Governor Punj 
ab Chaudhry Sarwar on 
Thursday said that Paki 
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
and its allies are on same 
page over upcoming 
selections of Senate. 

As per details, Federal 
Minister Tariq Bashir Che 
ema called on the Gove 
rnor Punjab to discuss 
political situation of the 
country and other.

Safe food basic right of every 
citizen, govt’s responsibility: 

Sen. Rehman Malik

Notices served to two filling 
stations for violating 
measurement rules 

News Desk

KARACHI: Assistant 
Commissioner served 
notices to two filling 
stations in Garden 
Sub Division of dis-
trict South of Karachi 
for giving less quan-
tity of petrol to the 
citizens. On the direc-
tives of Deputy 
Commissioner South 
Irshad Ali Sodar, the 
inspection of filling 
stations in the district 
was conducted on 
Thursday during 
which the prices of 
petrol at various fill-
ing stations in the 
southern district was 
also been checked and 

it was found that the 
price fixed by the gov-
ernment is being impl 
emented in the entire 
district. The Assistant 
Commi ssioner Garde 
n, Dr. Mohsin said 
that initially notices 
have been given to 
two filling stations for 
violating the weight 
and measurement 
rules further action 
and pro secution pro-
cess woul d be initi-
ated after examining 
the reply on the 
notices.   Meanwhile, 
Assi stant Commiss 
ioner Saddar Shirina 
Asad also inspected 
the filling station in 
Sub Division Saddar 

and on the occasion, 
he said that on the 
instructions of Dep 
buty Com missioner 
South Irshad Ali 
Sodhar, an inspection 
campaign of filling sta 
tions has been laun 
ched to prevent fraud 
with citizens. DC Sou 
th Irshad Ali Sodhar 
has directed all the 
Assistant Commi 
ssioners to send repo 
rts to him on daily 
basis and ensure impl 
ementation of petrol 
prices at filling sta-
tions and especially 
eliminate fraud in 
measurement. He 
instructed that no one 
should be allowed.


