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From Our 
Correspondent

TAFTAN: Federal 
Minister for Interior, 
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed 
has said Pakistan was 
fencing a border with 
Iran to stop terrorism 
and smuggling. In a 
statement after his visit 
to the Pak-Iran border 
on Friday, he said Paki 
stan would have a fenc 
ed-off border with Iran.

Border fencing to 
complete by December 

The Minister said 
the border with Iran 
would be fenced off till 
December this year. 
Sheikh Rasheed inform 
ed fencing work on 40 
percent of 928km (576 

miles) already com-
pleted.

He stated that bor-
der management on 
modern lines with 
neighboring Iran and 
Afghanistan would be 
ensured. The minister 
vowed that all govern-
ment would use all 
resources for the exter-
nal security of the moth-
erland.

Fencing to improve 
border management 

The move is aimed 
at improving the border 
management between 
the two countries, he 
said, adding that it will 
also improve the econ-
omy and legal trade 
between the neighbours.

Taftan has located 

some 632 km (392 mi) 
from Quetta, the capital 
of Balochistan.

The long and inse-
cure border between the 
two countries has long 
been notorious for the 
alleged cross-border 
movement of militants. 
Pakistan has expedited 
work on fencing the bor-
der to stop terrorism 
and smuggling recently.

Smugglers using 
unfrequented routes at 
the Iranian border 

Smugglers at the 
Pak-Iran border use 
unfrequented routes to 
sneak into the neighbor-
ing country. Human 
traffickers have also 
been using these unfre-
quented routes for 

human trafficking to 
European countries via 
Iran and Turkey.

The illegal immi-
grants travel through 
Iran and Turkey in their 
journey towards Europ 
ean countries. Very few 
manage to reach Greece 
as Iranian and Turkish 
forces arrest most of 
them on their way. 
Illegal immigrants face 
a lot of difficulties in the 
prisons of Iran and 
Turkey.

Interior Minister 
Sheikh Rashid Ahmad 
says the government is 
taking all possible steps 
to ensure peace in 
Balochistan.

Talking to IG FC 
North Major General 

Muhammad Yousuf Maj 
oka in Quetta, he appre-
ciated the role of Front 
ier Corps Balochistan in 
maintaining law and 
order in the province.

The Interior 
Minister was given a 
detailed briefing on 
operational readiness, 
border surveillance and 
law and order in 
Balochistan.

He said implementa-
tion of all points of the 
National Action Plan 
will be ensured and 
inter-provincial coordi-
nation will be strength-
ened to improve law and 
order. The Interior 
Minister also laid a flo-
ral wreath at the 
Martyrs’ memorial.

Landslide 
kills a coal 
miner in 
Dukki

Hussain Zarkoon :

Landsliding killed a coal 
miner in Balochistan’s 
Dukki district on Sunday. 
Levies sources said the 
coal miner was working 
deep inside a coal mine 
when a landslide hit him.

Rescue workers and 
other coal miners 
retrieved the dead body 
of the miner. The dead 
body shifted to the dis-
trict headquarters hospi-
tal in Dukki for postmor-
tem.

The dead coal miner 
identified as Naqeebullah, 
an Afghan national. 
Hospital administration 
handed over the dead 
body of the victim to 
heirs.

QUETTA: Federal Minister for Interior, Sheikh Rashid Ahmed laying floral wreath at ‘Yadgar-e-Shuhda’ at Frontier Corps Headquarters 
Balochistan. PID PHOTO

Border fencing with Iran to 
stop smuggling and 

terrorism: Sheikh Rasheed

Chaman MNA marries 
a 14-year-old girl in 

Chitral

News Desk

QUETTA: Member 
National Assembly 
(MNA) from Balochistan’s 
Killa Abdullah district, 
Maulana Salahuddin 
Ayubi has married a 
14-year-old girl of 
Chitral. Police in Chitral 
stated that a local wel-
fare organization has 
submitted an applica-
tion against the under-
age marriage of a minor 
girl with the aged MNA.

Maulana Ayubi 
elected as MNA on the 
ticket of Jamiat ul Ulema 
e Islam (F) during the 
general elections of 2018 
from Chaman-Killa 
Abdullah. Despite 
repeated attempts, the 
Quetta Voice was not 
able to get the reaction 
of the MNA in this 
regard.

The girl belongs to 

Darwash town: SHO 
said

Additional SHO 
Chitral, Rehmat Azeem 
has said an investigation 
into the case completed, 
and the girl belongs to 
Darwash town. The fam-
ily is currently outside 
Chitral, he mentioned.

As per the school 
record, the date of birth 
of the girl is September 
2006. Anwar Ali Khan, a 
lawyer said the age for 
marriage is legally 16 
years. And this mar-
riage was in violation of 
the law, he added.

The social welfare 
organization of Chitral 
stated that the parents of 
the minor girl had 
agreed to get the girl 
married within the dis-
trict not outside. The 
family violated an agree-
ment with the organiza-
tion, it said.

Maryam urges ECP to 
reclaim ‘lost respect and 

status’

Zardari 
assures 

Gilani of 
victory in 

Senate 
election

News Desk

KARACHI: Former Prime 
Minister and Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) candidate for 
Senate elections from 
Islamabad seat, Yousuf 
Raza Gilani on Sunday 
met with the PPP leaders 
Asif Ali Zardari and 
Bilawal Bhutto in Karachi.

According to sources 
privy to the details of the 
meeting, Gilani was 
accompanied by former 
Governor Punjab Makhd 
oom Mahmood during 
the meeting as they dis-
cussed matters related to 
upcoming Senate elec-
tions.

“Asif Zardari apprised 
the PDM Senate candi-
date regarding his con-
tacts with the PML-N 
supremo Nawaz Sharif 
and JUI-F chief Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman,” they 
said adding that the for-
mer president said that it 
was his desire that Gilani 
should contest Senate 
polls from Islamabad 
seat.

“It is now time for the 
selected to panic,” Zardari 
was quoted as saying in 
his conversation with 
Yousuf Raza Gilani dur-
ing the meeting as he fur-
ther said that they would 
give a major surprise in 
the Senate election as the 
entire PDM leadership is 
striving for his success.

Asif Zardari said that 
the result of the Senate 
polls would prove more 
devastating for the 
incumbent government 
than the results of the 
recent by-polls. The for-
mer president further 
claimed victory in the 
ongoing by-polls in 
Tharparkar’s NA-221.

This is the second such 
meeting between the top 
PPP leadership and 
Yousuf Raza Gilani in 
two days.

NAB geared up to 
bring corrupt elements 

to justice to curb 
corruption: Javed Iqbal

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The NAB 
was geared up to bring 
the corrupt elements to 
justice to eradicate cor-
ruption from the country 
by vigorously pursuing 
Accountability for All” 
policy as corruption was 
the mother of all evils 
which is a major hurdle 
in the development and 
prosperity of the coun-
try, said National 
Accounta bility Bureau 
(NAB) Chai rman Justice 
® Javed Iqbal.

In a statement, he said 
that NAB had no affilia-
tion with any political 
party, group and indi-
vidual. NAB officials 
have been directed to 
perform their duties in 
accordance with law 
with the realization that 
eradication of corrup-
tion is their national 
duty. 

NAB was Chairman of 
SAARC Anti Corruption 
Forum. Pakistan and Chi 
na have inked Memor 
andum of understand-
ing MoU for eradication 
of corruption. Pakistan 
and China were jointly 
working for ensuring tra 
nsparency in China Paki 
stan economic coordina-
tion in CPEC project.

NAB was the focal 
department under the 
United Nations Conve 
ntion against Corruption 
which is pride for Paki 
stan. NAB has estab-
lished a state of the art 

Pakistan Anti Corru 
ption Training Academy 
on modern lines to train 
its investigation officers 
and Pros ecutors in order 
to inquire/investigate 
white collar cases more 
professionally and to 
plead them very vigor-
ously in the respec ted 
Courts on the basis of 
solid evidence as per 
law.

He said that NAB’s 
proactive Anti-
Corruption Strategy has 
started yielding positive 
dividends. Due to its 
effective anti corruption 
strategy, NAB has not 
only recovered Rs 714 
billion looted money 
from corrupt directly 
and indirectly since its 
inception and deposited 
it in the national excheq-
uer which was a record 
achievement of any Anti 
Corruption Organ iza-
tion working in Pakistan. 
NAB’s conviction ratio is 
about 68.6 percent.

NAB was utilizing all 
its resources to appre-
hend Proclaimed Offen 
ders and Absconders to 
bring them to justice as 
per law.

PTI delegation 
meets MQM 

leaders, discuss-
es Senate elec-

tions
News Desk

KARACHI: Pakistan Tehr 
eek-e-Insaf (PTI) delega-
tion on Sunday has arri 
ved at Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement-Pakistan (MQ 
M-P) office and discussed 
ongoing political situa-
tion in the country.

According to details, 
both the parties deliber-
ated upon the strategy for 
elections in upper house 
of the Parliament, Senate.

Meanwhile, Minister 
for Planning, Developm 
ent and Special Initiatives 
Asad Umar has said that 
they discussed key issues 
with the MQM, adding 
that election doesn’t only 
occur between two candi-
dates but their parties 
also get involved in it.

News Desk

QUETTA: Vice President 
Pakistan Muslim League 
(N), Maryam Nawaz on 
Saturday termed the 
statement by the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
as a charge sheet against 
the present government. 
Addressing a press con-
ference, she said the ECP 
should reclaim what she 
calls its lost respect and 
status.

The PML N leader’s 
statement has come after 
the ruling and main 
opposition party claimed 
victory in Daska NA-75 
during a by-election. The 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf 
(PTI) leaders at a news 
conference claimed to 
have won by-elections on 
NA-75.

Results of NA-75 con-
stituency received with 
unnecessary delay: ECP 

The commission said 
results of the NA-75 con-

stituency were received 
with “unnecessary 
delay”, adding that it 
tried to contact the pre-
siding officers several 
times but with no success. 
However, hours after the 
statement was issued, 
federal ministers claimed 
that the results showed 
that the PTI had won the 
election.

Addressing the ECP 
during today’s press con-
ference, Maryam said 
that the “whole nation 
was watching” and urged 
the commission to reclai 
m its “lost respect and 
status” by taking action 
voting irregularities.

She called for cases to 
be registered against 
Punjab Chief Minister 
Usman Buzdar and Prime 
Minister Imran Khan for 
allegedly “trying to steal 
votes and martyring two 
individuals”, referring to 
the death of two citizens 
during a firing incident in 

Daska on polling day.
‘PTI rigged by-polls out 

of fear’
Maryam also claimed 

that the PTI rigged the 
Daska and Wazirabad by-
polls because it knew that 
the PML-N would win by 
an “overwhelming major-
ity”.

“Their camps were 
empty. When they went 
into the field they must 
have seen the turnout at 
their own camps […] 
which would have made 
them anxious with 
worry.” She maintained 
that the PTI resorted to 
firing in order to “create 
an environment of fear” 
in order to deter PML-N 
supporters from voting.

“There is a video that 
shows a PTI MNA stand-
ing beside those firing 
shots. Their candidate 
and their people opened 
fire in markets and streets 
which claimed the lives of 
two citizens.”

NA-75 Daska results: ECP 
directs DRO to conduct 

complete inquiry
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Elections Commission of 
Pakistan has directed the 
returning officer of Daska 
to conduct a complete 
inquiry over the issue of 
NA-75 by-poll election 
results.

The Election 
Commission has received 
the preliminary report of 
the Returning Officer of 
Daska on the issue of 
NA-75 by-election results.

According to sources, 
the Returning Officer has 
suggested a full inquiry 
in the preliminary report. 
The Election Commission 
accepted the suggestion 
of the Returning Officer 
directing him to conduct 
a complete inquiry.

Sources said that the 
Election Commission will 

decide whether to release 
the result of the constitu-
ency after a thorough 
inquiry. The Election 
Commission will take a 
final decision after a 
detailed report of the 
Returning Officer and 
will review the report in a 
meeting on Tuesday.

The Returning Officer 
expressed doubts over 
the results of 20 polling 
stations in the prelimi-
nary report. He also 
expressed reservations 
over the role of police and 
administration in the ini-
tial report, said sources.

According to the initial 
report of the Returning 
Officer, the results of 20 
polling stations arrived 
with extraordinary delay. 
The presiding officers of 
20 polling stations could 
not be contacted till 6 am.

QUETTA: PKMAP Chairman Mehmood Khan Achakzai addressing a gathering in 
connection with international mother languages day in Quetta: Photo Quetta Voice

Achakzai calls for 
promoting mother 

languages
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Chief of 
Pashtoonkhwa Milli 
Awami Party 
(PKMAP), Mehmood 
Khan Achakzai has 
called for promoting 
mother languages acr 
oss the country. Addr 
essing a gathering in 
connection with the 
international mothers’ 
languages day on 
Sunday in Quetta, he 
said none can ignore 
the importance of 
mother languages in 
education and other 
fields of life.

“Children have to 
be given education in 
their mother languag 
es”, Achakzai demand 
ed. He also cited exam 
ples of developed cou 
ntries with regard to 
the importance of 
mother languages.

The PKMAP chief 
urged the rulers to 
accept the fundamen-
tal rights including 
the right to learn edu-
cation in their own 
languages of all 
nationalities living in 
the country. He said it 
was the birthright of 
every child to get an 

education in his/her 
language.

Regarding the ongo-
ing agitation by the 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM), Mr. 
Achakzai said the 
movement was for 
supremacy of parlia-
ment and constitution 
in the country. He said 
all opposition parties 
were committed to 
upholding the banner 
of democracy and the 
constitution in the 
country.

PKMAP chairman 
said the government 
has failed to address 
the issues of the mass 
es and this resulted in 
resentment among the 
people. He urged all 
political parties to join 
their hands for stre 
ngthening democratic 
institutions in the cou 
ntry. He reiterated that 
there has to be no role 
of intelligence agen-
cies in the political 
affairs of the country.

Abdul Rahim 
Ziaratwal of PKMAP, 
president of Quetta 
Bar Association, Iqbal 
Kasi advocate, and 
others also addressed 
the gathering.

GDA assures Hafeez 
Sheikh of full support 

for Senate seat
News Desk

KARACHI: With Upp 
er House of the Parlia 
ment elections just aro 
und the corner, a dele-
gation of Pakistan Teh 
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) on 
Sunday arrived at Raja 
House to meet with 
GDA chief Pir Pagara.

During the visit, a 
delegation of Pakistan 

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
led by the Minister for 
Planning and Devel 
opment Asad Umar 
requested Grand Dem 
ocratic Alliance (GDA) 
chairman to support 
PTI candidate Hafeez 
Sheikh for the Senate 
Islamabad seat.

Speaking on the 
occasion, Asad Umar 
said that expressed .
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Statistics about the issue of hunger 
and food security are alarming in 
Balochistan. This challenge remains 
unaddressed despite repeated claims 
and announcements on the part of 
those who matter. Politics and power 
struggle have almost overshadowed 
such human issues in the province 
lagging behind other provinces of 
the country.
The Balochistan Nutrition Directorate 
recently revealed that nearly 47 per-
cent of children are stunted. Children 
under the age of five years are not 
able to reach their full cognitive and 
developmental potential due to inad-
equate nutrition. Stunting affects 
both the physical and mental growth 
of a child.
Stunting begins even before children 
are born 
Pediatricians say stunting for these 
children begins even before they are 
born. Most of the women in 
Balochistan are anemic and espe-
cially women at reproductive age are 
malnourished. This in result impacts 
the health of newborns.
The federal and provincial govern-
ments have launched a Rs. 9 bs pro-
ject in 19 districts of Balochistan to 
improve the nutrition of women and 
children. Special focus is given to 
pregnant women. Notable differ-
ences can be found between the 
nutritional indicators of urban and 
rural populations; children among 
the rural and urban poor are at the 
greatest risk.
However, transparency and imple-
mentation of the project in later and 
spirit remain a question. The 
Balochistan government needs to 
launch a mass awareness campaign 
regarding the issue of nutrition 
besides providing multi-vitamin bis-
cuits and other commodities to 
women and children.
Girls and boys primary schools have 
to be in focus 
Educational institutions in general 
and girls/boys primary schools 
across Balochistan have to be the 
main focus of the Balochistan nutri-
tion directorate. A sustainable aware-
ness campaign regarding the nutri-
tion issue needs to be launched 
throughout the province to sensitize 
the people.
The nutrition directorate has to also 
engage non-governmental organiza-
tions with better reputations to 
ensure the implementation of this 
giant project. Yes, there has to be a 
strong monitoring mechanism over 
the NGOs to ensure transparency.
The nutrition directorate should also 
engage teachers, religious scholars, 
media and other segments of society 
to reach out to the target groups in 
remote areas of Balochistan. The 
issue of malnutrition is serious and it 
has to go beyond closed-door brief-
ings/presentations to villages and 
union councils located in Balochistan.

Balochistan: stunting 
challenge

Coronavirus: good and bad news
Dr Rana Jawad Asghar
Globally, new daily 
virus cases have been 
declining for past five 
weeks, but there are 
still too many new 
infections

Let’s start with the 
good news about the 
ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. Globally, 
new daily Covid-19 
cases have been declin-
ing for the past five 
weeks, along with 
daily hospitalisation 
and deaths. This is a 
steep decline in most 
countries including 
our neighbour India, 
which saw over 100,000 
cases in September and 
is now reporting less 
than 10,000 cases daily. 
That is a nearly 90% 
decline from the peak 
of the outbreak. This 
dramatic decline of 
cases is not limited to 
developing countries 
— even the US and UK 
are seeing the same 

trend. No one has a 
definite answer to the 
reasons behind this 
decline in new infec-
tions. World Health 
Organization executive 
director Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
warned the world not 
to get complacent after 
seeing this drop in 
global cases. He 
reminded that we have 
seen periodicity in the 
rise and decline of 
Covid-19 cases earlier 
and it should not be 
taken as a sign of the 
end of the pandemic.

The other good news 
is that the overall mor-
tality due to Covid-19 
has dropped by 30% 
globally. With a better 
understanding of the 
disease and medicines 
available including 
improved hospital and 
patient management 
protocols, chances of 
death by Covid-19 are 
significantly lower now 

as compared to the early 
days of the pandemic. 
This improvement in 
outcome is among all 
age groups. Multiple 
vaccines are now avail-
able with excellent 
r e p o r t e d 
e f f i c a c y 
rates and 
m i n i m a l 
s i d e 
e f f e c t s . 
According 
to WHO, 
almost 200 
m i l l i o n 
p e o p l e 
h a v e 
a l r e a d y 
been vac-
c i n a t e d . 
India has vaccinated 
nine million people. In 
comparison, Israel has 
vaccinated 75%, and the 
UAE, 50% of its popula-
tion. So many different 
types of vaccines 
becoming available is 
not only a historic 
moment, but it also pro-

vides safe alternatives 
in case a variant makes 
a type of vaccine less 
effective.

So, what is the bad 
news? There are still too 
many new Covid infec-

tions globally. 
The more 
chances a 
virus has to 
spread, the 
more chances 
of new vari-
ants. New 
variants are 
more infec-
tious and 
l e t h a l . 
Vaccinat ion 
has started 
but most of it 

is happening in rich 
countries and it will 
take a long time to reach 
most of us. Procuring a 
vaccine is an easy task 
but vaccinating a popu-
lation is a difficult pro-
cess. Until today, only 
60,000 Pakistanis have 
been vaccinated out of 

the half a million doses 
available. Governments 
around the world need 
to seriously work on the 
vaccination planning 
and ensure they have 
resources available to 
vaccinate their popula-
tions. Having a vaccina-
tion plan is not enough 
unless countries have 
provided the resources 
for it and have done pre-
liminary work to 
administer it.

Another worry is that 
in a few countries, the 
number of cases is not 
declining. The UAE is 
seeing large number of 
cases even though half 
of its population has 
been vaccinated. 
Pakistan’s daily cases 
are hovering around 
1,000-1,500. Armchair 
and part-time epidemi-
ologists are calling it a 
plateau in a pandemic, 
while there is no such 
thing in epidemics or 
pandemics. Either 

cases come down or go 
up in an active out-
break. Such a trend is 
more likely to happen 
when a disease is 
already an endemic or 
we have serious prob-
lems in the way we col-
lect disease informa-
tion. Alongside, many 
of our major cities are 
consistently showing 
high positivity rates 
including Lahore, 
Peshawar, and Karachi. 
Reporting the national 
case positivity rates 
gives us an illusion of 
“all is well”. Pandemics 
are a collection of local 
outbreaks, so we need 
to also pay attention to 
any city where the 
cases are increasing. 
Until we all are safe, no 
one is safe!

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.

Labour of love
M Ziauddin 
Once people start to 

think that way, it’s very 
hard to persuade them 
that they are discon-
nected from reality

From Layoffs to 
Lashes, a compilation 
of 58 articles (36 in 
Urdu and 22 in 
English), vividly 
chronicles the fights 
waged by the Pakistan 
Federal Union of 
Journalists (PFUJ) over 
the last 70 years to pro-
tect and promote press 
freedom and the eco-
nomic wellbeing of 
working journalists; 
and in between trying 
to prosecute cases of 
lives lost to crossfires 
or victims of targeted 
killings but invariably 
failing to reach the 
smoking guns.

While reading these 
precious pieces of 
PFUJ’s history one 
cannot but experience 
a mixture of admira-
tion, pride and even 
jealousy over the way 
some of our colleagues 
fought these battles. 

And in between the 
lines one can also read 
in this narrative large 
doses of a more 
authentic version of 
this country’s history 
than what the offi-
cially certified history 
books tell.

Seemingly akin to a 
labour of love of four 
dedicated scribes — 
Mazhar Abbas, Nizam 
uddin Siddiqui, Waris 
Raza and Faheem 
Siddiqui — the PFUJ’s 
publication unifies 
almost all factions of 
the union as it carries 
contributions from the 
representatives of all 
known and unknown 
PFUJs.

While the book’s nar-
rative is a tale of a long-
drawn resistance 
against suppression, 
Feica’s illustration on 
the cover and his choice 
of a somber colour-
scheme depicts the true 
state of the media 
today.

For most of the time 
the PFUJ was led by 
some genuine intellec-

tuals of their times. 
They could look in the 
eyes of the most power-
ful of rulers and force 
them to blink and 
simultaneously rein-
force with their supe-
rior scholarships the 
backbones of the weak-
est of media owners to 
s t a n d 
t h e i r 
g r o u n d 
ag a i n s t 
s t a t e 
de sp o t-
ism and 
n o n -
s t a t e 
oppres-
sion.       

Media 
is a pub-
lic ser-
vice industry, truth 
being its output 
vouched by the integ-
rity and credibility of 
the personnel and the 
organisations that pro-
duce it. Not being a 
charity, it needs to earn 
its keep to be able to 
invest in meeting the 
demands of innovation 
and pay salaries to its 

expanding manpower. 
But in doing so you 
don’t have to sell your 
soul.

Ultimately, you have 
to be a person of integ-
rity. In order to do jour-
nalism right, you have 
to have a soul and a 
spine. The soul means 

you have a 
strong sense of 
purpose, and 
the spine 
means you can 
stick to that 
purpose, with-
standing pres-
s u r e s . 
According to 
the practition-
ers of the pro-
fession, objec-
tivity doesn’t 

mean neutrality, nor 
b o t h - s i d e i s m . 
Fundamentally, it rec-
ognises that all of us 
have our preconcep-
tions and we should try 
to set those aside as 
much as possible when 
we go about our report-
ing.  We take great care 
to ensure that what we 
publish in print and 

online meets a certain 
standard, one that 
reinforces our reputa-
tion for high-caliber 
journalism. 

We employ multiple 
layers of editors to 
ensure we meet those 
standards. When jour-
nalists post on Twitter 
or Facebook, however, 
no editors are involved. 
That means that jour-
nalists need to edit 
themselves. They need 
to continue meeting 
those high standards, 
just as they are 
expected to if they are 
on other media vehi-
cles.  

Today, everybody’s 
walking around with a 
mobile device. That’s 
where most people are 
now getting their 
information — and 
many are getting it 
from social networks 
as well.

People can get infor-
mation from sources 
that affirm their pre-
existing points of view. 
That’s the business 
model of some media 

outlets: to provide so-
called “news”, and 
“information” that tells 
them that their feelings 
are right, their instincts 
are right, and that there 
are people just like 
them who think exactly 
like them. If people 
have suspicions, those 
media outlets reinforce 
those suspicions. They 
have no fidelity to the 
facts or to truth.

Once people start to 
think that way, it’s very 
hard to persuade them 
that they are discon-
nected from reality. 
They see mainstream 
media as the ones who 
are lying. They see 
themselves as the ones 
who possess the truth 
and those who are not 
reinforcing people’s 
pre-existing views of 
the world are seen as 
the enemy, as liars, as 
paid agents of their 
opponents.

Tough times are 
ahead for media as a 
public service industry 
and media profession-
als.

Health insurance in K-P: Pakistan’s silent revolution
M Bilal Lakhani 

Aroubd 40 million peo-
ple will receive free 
healthcare of up to Rs1 
million every year in 
more than 400 hospi-
tals

Imagine your son 
getting cancer and 
having to choose 
between paying for his 
treatment and selling 
your house. This isn’t a 
hypothetical situation. 
This is a reality for mil-
lions in Pakistan, who 
must choose between 
treatment for a sudden, 
serious illness and 
their limited assets. 
“An old man from our 
village, whose daugh-
ter needed a liver 
transplant to save her 
life, came to me for help 
a few years ago,” shares 
Taimur Jhagra, Finance 
and Health Minister in 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa. 
“He needed four mil-
lion rupees and I still 
remember the look in 
his eyes.”

Today, partly 
inspired by this story, 
every K-P citizen has 
been automatically 

enrolled into universal 
health insurance, sim-
ply based on having a 
K-P address on their 
NADRA card. Forty 
million people will 
receive free healthcare 
of up to Rs1 million 
every year in more than 
400 hospitals — both 
public and private. 
Moreover, the demand 
created by this health 
coverage will spur 
investment by the pri-
vate sector into health 
in K-P and will lift the 
quality of healthcare 
throughout the prov-
ince, without the gov-
ernment having to foot 
the bill for building 
and running new hos-
pitals.

So, here we have it, a 
little, war-torn prov-
ince in Pakistan has 
delivered universal 
healthcare insurance 
before many rich and 
developed countries 
could achieve the same 
status. Even in the most 
powerful country in 
the world, the United 
States of America, the 
government refuses to 
foot the bill for univer-

sal healthcare insur-
ance. K-P is the first 
province in the country 
to provide universal 
health coverage for its 
residents, with Imran 
Khan saying that 
Punjab and Balochistan 
will follow — some-
t h i n g 
w h i c h 
will auto-
matically 
put pres-
sure on 
Sindh to 
lift its 
g a m e . 
This is a 
g o v e r n -
ance race 
to the top 
and it’s a 
beautiful thing for 
Pakistan. A revolution-
ary rewriting of the 
lopsided social contract 
between the Pakistani 
state and society. 
Pakistani politics, 
much like Pakistani 
activism, is often per-
formative. Motorways 
and metros are visible 
manifestations that 
beautifully cover up 
both acts of omission 
and commission, while 

serving as effective 
talking points ahead of 
the elections. 
Healthcare, meanwhile, 
is an invisible invest-
ment in human beings. 
“Was the decision to 
prioritise this painful 
from a financial point 

of view for the 
province?” I 
asked Mr 
Jhagra. “This 
is about three 
per cent of our 
budget,” he 
replied. “The 
painful part 
isn’t financial 
but the idea 
that if we can 
do big things 
like this so 

quickly, why haven’t 
we done big things like 
this before as a coun-
try.”

The answer to this 
question has a lot to do 
with how the media 
covers governance in 
Pakistan and generates 
political capital and 
rewards. For example, 
virtually no major 
prime time TV show or 
newspaper columnist 
has done a deep dive 

into the revolutionary 
turning point that 
Pakistan is crossing 
with this universal 
health insurance. 
Instead, they’re stuck 
playing the same bad 
Bollywood movie, that 
is Pakistani politics, on 
repeat. The same char-
acters, the same plots, 
and the same narra-
tives of musical chairs. 
This is the moral equiv-
alent of a war crime 
because it robs the 
Pakistani people of the 
ability to make 
informed voting 
choices based on actual 
governance delivery.

I joked with Mr 
Jhagra that people from 
Karachi and Lahore 
would now migrate to 
K-P to get better health-
care, but this is the 
question that our main-
stream media should 
now be asking leaders 
in Punjab, Sindh and 
Balochistan. If K-P can 
do it, why can’t we? 
Why can’t our main-
stream media nurture 
a culture of rewarding 
good performance so 
that political parties 

can realise that politi-
cal capital can be 
gained by performing 
rather than only taking 
pot shots at the opposi-
tion or opposing the 
boys? There is a third 
way possible to nur-
ture democracy and 
that is to create a cul-
ture of rewarding per-
formance at the ballot 
box. It’s slow, it’s 
unsexy but it’s a non-
violent way to change 
our system for the bet-
ter.

Just like the Ramazan 
moon appears in K-P a 
day before the rest of 
the country, Naya 
Pakistan’s promised 
tabdeeli appears visi-
ble in K-P first. It’s not 
just universal health 
insurance, the success-
ful billion tree tsunami 
is another example. 
Why is the mainstream 
media snoozing 
through these genuine 
revolutions?

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Forced marriage

KARACHI:
Forced marriages are quite common 
in our country, especially in rural 
parts, where mostly women are com-
pelled to get married against their 
will — in most cases with men far 
older than them. Many a girl comes 
under emotional pressure from the 
family to tie the knot — at times to 
men they have not even seen prior to 
the marriage. The menace of forced 
marriage has led to women commit-
ting suicide or rendered mentally 
upset. Many resort to leaving their 
homes without their parents knowing.

Our religion allows women to 
marry out of their own free will. But 
here the conservative mindset pre-
vails rather than the teachings of 
Islam. Parents, not just in rural but 
urban areas also, consider it their right 
to marry off their daughters to the 
men they find fit. According to reports 
in the media, the cases of forced mar-
riages in the country have exceeded 15 
million, and mostly involved under-
age girls — 14 to 16 years old. Even 
though, forced marriage is outlawed 
in Pakistan, the practice continues 
unabated. I request the government to 
ensure implementation on the law so 
that this cruel practice is brought to an 
end in the country.

Zainab Islam

Karachi
Published in The Express Tribune
Like Opinion & Editorial on 

Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all updates on all our daily 
pieces.

Risky sports
KARACHI:
The existence of dangerous sports — 
such as boxing, horseracing, auto rac-
ing, mountaineering, etc — has trig-
gered a heated debate in many coun-
tries. While some people insist on ban-
ning life-threatening sports, others 
believe it is the right of people to 
choose whatever sporting activity 
they want. I want to discuss both of 
these perspectives.

Dangerous sports should be banned 
not only because they carry the risk of 
being injured or killed, but also 
because they encourage violent behav-
iours in society. Although many safety 
measures have been introduced to 
lessen the risk in dangerous games, 
players still get killed or injured. 
Thousands of athletes undergo treat-
ment for serious injuries caused by 
these sports every year. More impor-
tantly, a significant percentage of 
these injuries are long term and even 
permanent, and could lead to psycho-
logical trauma. Furthermore, scien-
tists have proved that exposure to 

dangerous sports such as wrestling, 
boxing and car racing could desensi-
tise children to aggressive activities.

On the other hand, the proponents 
of dangerous sports also have some 
convincing points. They believe that 
introduction of such a ban might vio-
late human rights and freedoms. As 
people are aware of the risk of indulg-
ing in dangerous sports, they should 
be free to choose any sport or activity 
they find fit for themselves. In addi-
tion, almost every sport is potentially 
dangerous to an extent.

To conclude, there is no doubt that 
dangerous sports may have some det-
rimental effects on the health of peo-
ple. But people cannot be stopped by 
force from choosing any sport. They 
should rather be educated on how to 
keep themselves safe as much as pos-
sible, if they don’t want to avoid any 
particular dangerous sport com-
pletely.

M Irfan
Hub
Published in The Express Tribune
Like Opinion & Editorial on 

Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

Petrol prices
KARACHI:
The prices of petroleum products have 

been raised again — for a fifth time 
during the last two and a half months. 
In fact, all of the last five fortnightly 
reviews by the government resulted in 
a raise in the prices of petrol, diesel 
and other petroleum products. The 
latest review saw the prices of petrol 
and diesel soar by Rs2.70 and Rs2.88 
per litre, respectively. The prices of 
kerosene and light diesel oil were 
increased by Rs3.54 and Rs3 per litre 
respectively.

With the fresh raise, petrol will now 
be sold for Rs111.90 per litre and diesel 
for Rs116.07 per litre. Petrol is mostly 
used in private transport, small vehi-
cles, rickshaws and motorcycles while 
diesel mostly serves as fuel for heavy 
vehicles, public buses, trucks as well 
as trains, besides being depended 
upon to run agricultural engines like 
tractors, tube-wells and threshers. The 
rise in these two petroleum products 
will, therefore, trigger a general price 
hike. It will lead to rise in transport 
fares which will, in turn, make the 
transported goods expensive — and it 
will be the public that will be at the 
tail end.

Before taking over the reins of the 
country, Prime Minister Imran Khan 
had promised to bring down the price 
of petrol to Rs40 per litre, besides tak-
ing other steps for the relief of the 
masses. However, on assuming the 
country’s top elected office,
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News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan International 
Airlines (PIA) Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Air Marshal (retd) Arshad 
Malik on Sunday agreed to enhance 
the flight operation and increase the 
facilities for business community and 
people of Gilgit Baltistan (GB) region 
for promoting tourism and other sec-
tors.

According to a press release issued 
by FPCCI here, currently PIA has 
ongoing operation of 2 flights, which 
would be increased to 3 flight by 
March 28 to enhance the connectivity 
between GB, Air Marshal (retd) 
Arshad Malik said this in a meeting 
with delegation of Federation Pakistan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI) led by its Chairman Qurban 
Ali.

Arshad Malik said that promotion 
of business culture and values, econ-
omy, investment, trade, tourism, 
employment generation, social welfare 

and people’s connectivity were the 
common areas of both sides for pros-
perous and strong Pakistan.

He said that “We want to enhance 
the cooperation and coordination with 
the business community and the com-
munity should come forward and play 
their due role in helping PIA for mak-
ing it more efficient and strong.

In meeting with the FPCCI delega-
tion, he also vowed to start the project 
of a new runway in Gilgit Airport and 
construction of new offices and other 
facilities in GB airport to provide facil-
ities to the passengers and tourists 
coming from all over the country.

The CEO agreed to further negotiate 
on discount in passenger fare and 
other services expenditure by PIA for 
passengers and business community 
of GB region.

While in negation on flight opera-
tion for ‘devotees’ to Iraq, he said that 
the operation was banned due to 
COVID-19 pandemic situation and 
after the permission by Iraqi authori-

ties, PIA to start flight operation for 
Iraq.

He said that after starting the opera-
tion, PIA would fully facilities the 
‘devotees’ and provide them all facili-
ties accordingly.

The CEO of PIA informed that the 
financial restructuring of Pakistan 
International Airlines (PIA), a new 
fleet of aircraft, staff training and new 
flight destinations were being prior-
itized to attract the most potential pas-
sengers from all over the world. Malik 
said that PIA was going through the 
huge challenges in financial and tech-
nological fronts and with the support 
of the business community and 
exporters PIA would revive its past 
glory and come out from all these fac-
ing challenges.

He said that during the COVID-19 
pandemic situation, PIA was facing 
big challenges and it was the responsi-
bility of the FPCCI and all over the 
business community of Pakistan to 
come forward and play their due role 

in rescuing the national airline from 
the current situation.

He also appreciated the role of 
FPCCI and the business community of 
GB for development and prosperity of 
Pakistan and nation building.

He said that PIA will also be pro-
vided other incentives, including spe-
cial discounts and a corporate package 
for the business community of GB 
region as “We already provided these 
facilities to the business community of 
Afghanistan,”.

PIA to facilitate business 
community, people of GB: CEO 

Arshad Malik

IHC orders demolition of 
illegally constructed 
lawyers’ chambers

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) on Tuesday 
ordered demolition of 
illegally constructed 
chambers of lawyers 
on the premises of 
district courts in the 
capital in F-8 Markaz.

An IHC larger 
bench, headed by 
Chief Justice Athar 
Minallah, ruled: “The 
encroachments on 
any state land and 
any construction ther 
eon in violation of the 
Ordinance of 1960 
and the rules or regu-
lations made there 
under are illegal, 
void and liable to be 
removed forthwith.”

“Since a small frac-
tion of the total num-
ber of members of the 
Islamabad District 

Bar are beneficiaries 
of the illegal con-
struction of cham-
bers, ther efore, we 
are confident that as a 
gesture towards the 
actual sta keholders 
i.e. the general public, 
the members of the 
Bar will clear the ille-
gal construction and 
restore the playgro 
und for public use,” 
read a 30-page order 
issued by the bench.

The court ordered 
that in case the play-
ground is not 
restored by or before 
March 28, then the 
federal government 
and the Capital 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Authority will restore 
the playground for 
public use. The bench 
directed the govern-
ment to make 
“arrangements for hol 

ding a football tour-
nament amongst stu-
dents of public schoo 
ls on the Pakistan 
Day i.e. 23rd of March 
2021, to give tribute to 
the greatest lawyer of 
the sub continent and 
founder of the nation 
Quaid-e-Azam Moh 
ammad Ali Jinnah.” 

The court directed 
the Islamabad 
District Bar to submit 
its proposed plan to 
the Cap ital Develo 
pment Aut hority for 
consideration and 
approval in relation 
to lawyers’ plot. 

Moreover, the IHC 
bench directed the 
government to com-
mence and complete 
the construction of the 
state of the art com-
plex of district courts 
without unnecessary 
delay.

Major setback to PML-N 
as AJK party president 

joins Muslim Conference
News Desk

MUZAFFARABAD: In a 
major setback to the 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz, the ruling party in 
Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir, PML-N Sardar 
Sikandar Hayyat on 
Friday joined All Jammu 
and Kashmir Muslim 
Conference.  

Sardar Sikandar 
Hayyat has joined as 
supreme head of the All 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference after 
parting his ways with the 
PML-N.

Hayyat was the found-
ing member of the PML-N 
in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir who also played 
his vital role in forming 
the current government 
of the PML-N in the val-
ley.

In his statement, Sardar 
Sikandar Hayyat said 
that the reconstruction of 
the All Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim 

Conference is essential 
for the restoration of the 
state’s identity.

He also invited his 
friends and supporters to 
join Muslim Conference.

Earlier on January 29, 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) vice 
president, Sardar Arzish 
along with his supporters 
had joined Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

Sardar Arzish had 
announced to join 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
after meeting with its 
chief organizer Saifullah 
Khan Niazi. The meeting 
was attended by PTI 
President AJK Sultan 
Mehmood and others.

Bestowing his confi-
dence in the leadership of 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Sardar Arzish had 
alleged that the ruling 
party of the AJK strength-
ened its ties with the Modi 
government and increase 
its family business rather 
than fighting for the just 

Punjab okays 
increase in inter\
est-free loans for 

professionals

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Health 
Minister Yasmin Rashid 
has tasked the managing 
director of Punjab Health 
Foundation Kiran Khur 
shid to extend services of 
interest-free loans to doc-
tors and healthcare profes-
sionals.

The minister assigned 
the task while chairing the 
30th meeting of Punjab 
Health Foundation board 
of directors at the Special 
ized Health and Medical 
Education Department on 
Tuesday. Special Secretary 
Specialised Healthcare 
and Medical Education Sil 
wat Saeed, Prof Dr Meh 
mud Shaukat, Mian Zahi 
dur Rehman, Prof Javed 
Chaudhry, and board mem 
bers were among the atten 
dees. The meeting okayed 
hiring on IT posts, increase 

Punjab establishes 
corona vaccination 

management 
committees

News Desk

KARACHI: Following the orders of the Sindh High 
Court (SHC), the National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) has launched an investigation into illegal 
appointments in the provincial education depart-
ment.

The NAB has sought a record of appointments in 
the education department since 1989. Credentials of 
the teachers and technicians along with the National 
Computerized Identity Numbers (CNICs), home 
addresses have been sought by the NAB.

The NAB has asked for the record of the officials 
responsible for the illegal appointments in the 
department and also directed to inform watch action 
was taken by the concerned authorities.

The Sindh High Court (SHC) had given a deadline 
to the concerned authorities for completing an inves-
tigation into illegal appointments on the quota of 
special persons in the provincial education depart-
ment.

Justice Shaikh had expressed severe outrage over 
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) officials 
over failure to complete probe into the case.

It may be noted that the anti-graft watchdog had 
opened an investigation into illegal appointments on 
the special persons’ quota in the Sindh education 
department in 2017. 

NAB launches probe 
into illegal 

appointments in 
Sindh education dept

LHC CJ orders disposal 
of pending cases until 

March 31
News Desk

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) Chief Justice 
Muhammad Qasim Khan on Wednesday ordered the 
disposal of thousands of pending cases within one and a 
half month.

CJ Muhammad Qasim Khan directed that all civil and 
session cases pending before the district judiciary since 
2016 should be wrapped up by March 31, 2021.

The Directorate of the District Judiciary has issued 
directives to all the civil and session judges of the prov-
ince in this regard.

According to the statistics, 2030 session cases are 
pending since 2016 in district courts of Lahore. The num-
ber of old civil cases in Lahore stands at 37,728.

In Faisalabad, the number of five-year-old session and 
civil cases stands at 190 and 6,490 respectively.

The number of five-year-old civil cases in Gujranwala’s 
district courts stands at more than 3,000 while over 200 
session cases are also pending.

As many as 257 session and nearly 7,000 civil cases are 
pending in district courts of Multan. The number of 
pending civil and session cases since 2016 in Rawalpindi 
district courts is over 8,000 and 145 respectively.

In Sheikhupura, the number of five-year-old cases in 
district courts is 1,635, in Rahimyar Khan it is 653, in 
Bahawalpur it is more than 1,700.

All the session judges have been asked to ensure the 
deadline set by the LHC chief justice. The judges have 
also been directed to forward the progress report to LHC 
every week.

Surge in Indian state 
terrorism in IIOJK 

condemned
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The AJK chapter of Mirwaiz-led Hurriyat 
forum has strongly condemned the surge in Indian state 
terrorism in Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir.

According to Kashmir Media Service, the forum in an 
extraordinary meeting held in Islamabad, today, and 
chaired by Convener, Syed Faiz Naqshbandi, also 
rejected Indian false propaganda against the Kashmir 
freedom movement and Hurriyat leaders by the Indian 
secret agencies.

Addressing the meeting, Syed Faiz Naqshbandi said 
the Indian repression cannot stop the Kashmiris from 
demanding their right to self-determination. People of 
IIOJK will continue their struggle till victory, he 
added.

He said, the condition of illegally detained Hurriyat 
leaders and activists in different Indian detention cen-
tres and jails is very pathetic. He appealed to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
other human rights organizations to take cognizance 
of the plight of Kashmiri political detainees.

The participants of the meeting appreciated the US 
statement and position wherein the United States State 
Department has clarified that there had been no change 
in America’s Kashmir policy and Washington still con-
siders Jammu and Kashmir as a disputed territory. 
They urged the international community to play role in 
resolving the Kashmir dispute in line with the UN res-
olutions and aspirations of the Kashmiri people. The 
participants of the meeting also demanded immediate 
release of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, who is continuously 
under house detention since 5th August 2019.

News Desk

LAHORE: The Punjab government has established 
corona vaccination management committees across the 
province, a health official said on Sunday.

Secretary Primary and Secondary Healthcare 
Department Capt (Retd) Usman has stated that the com-
mittees will work under the supervision of concerned 
deputy commissioners.

“The vaccine management committees will strictly 
monitor the vaccination drive,” health secretary said.

Corona vaccine shots being administered in the prov-
ince in phases, Capt (Retd) Usman said.

The government has constituted separate high-pow-
ered committees at the provincial, district and institu-
tions levels for the vaccine management, storage and 
safe administration to the target population in order to 
ensure effective monitoring of the entire process.

Pakistan has set up the National Immunization 
Management System, a two-way communication system 
to manage the vaccination across the country.

The citizens of various age groups will be registered 
in the database of NADRA and vaccination schedule of 
different age groups will be prepared in accordance 
with the database.

Land grabbing by 
CRPF triggers protest

news Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, people from Bran 
village of south Kashmir’s 
Islamabad district held a 
protest demonstration at 
Press Enclave in Srinagar 
against the forcible land 
grabbing by Indian para-
military Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) per-
sonnel. 

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the protest-
ers said that without any 
consultation with the 

locals, the CRPF has initi-
ated a process to occupy 
the grazing land compris-
ing 100 kanals. They added 
that this will prove disas-
trous for the locals as they 
graze their cattle in these 
fields from centuries and 
today they are being forci-
bly deprived of their land.

The protesters said that 
from past few days, CRPF 
troopers are visiting the 
said land and are demar-
cating it. 

“We raised the issue 
before Deputy Commi 
ssioner Islamabad but to 
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Maryam, 
ministers 
head to 

Daska as 
political 

temperature 
runs high

News Desk

SIALKOT: Federal minis-
ters and PML-N vice presi-
dent Maryam Nawaz head 
towards Daska as the polit-
ical temperature in NA-75 
runs high after Friday’s by-
polling in the constituency 
on Sunday.

The unofficial and 
unconfirmed results were 
withheld on the orders of 
the Election Commission 
of Pakistan after fears of 
alteration shown by the 
polling staff.

Federal Minister for Info 
rmation and Broadcasting, 
Shibli Faraz and Federal 
Minister for Science Fawad 
Chaudhry are reaching 
Daska today, where they 
will hold a joint presser 
with Usman Dar and Ali 
Asjad Mali, the PTI candi-
date in the constituency.

Meanwhile, Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
president Maryam Nawaz 
along with the senior party 
leadership is reaching 
Daska.

Tension remained high 
during by-poll in the area 
on Friday and two political 
workers were killed and 
more than five were injur 
ed in firing in the area. 
SACM Punjab Fridous 
Ashiq Awan held PML-N 
responsible for the death of 
their supporters.

QUETTA: A vendor displaying cotton made toys to attract customers along roadside in 
provincial capital. QV PHOTO

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The 
Director of China-
Pakistan Study Center, 
Institute of Strategic 
Studies, Dr Talat 
Shabbir, stressing the 
need of alleviating mis-
conceptions among the 
people about China 
Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) has 
said that the success of 
the project is vital for 
China and its failure 
will adversely affect it. 

He was addressing 
an awareness program 
on “CPEC Opportu 
nities and Challenges” 
organized by the 
Institute of Engineers 
Pakistan (Rawalpindi, 
Islamabad Centre). 

Dr. Attaullah Shah, 
Vice Chancellor of 
Karakoram Inter 
national University, 
Gilgit-Baltistan, Chair 
man IEP-RIC Hafiz M. 
Ehsanul Haq Qazi, 
Secretary, IEP-RIC 
Engineer Najamuddin, 
Convener CPD 

Engineer Ahmed 
Shamim, Dr Sharif 
Bhatti, senior engineers 
Mahmood Khan, 
Qudratullah and Hafiz 
Yousaf were also pre-
sent on the occasion.

Dr Talat Shabbir said 
CPEC still faces many 
challenges as many 
countries could not 
digest Pakistan’s pros-
perity 

He said the project 
has brought China and 
Pakistan much closer 
than ever. He further 
said some political 
players in the region 
fear that China-
Pakistan cooperation 
could hurt India’s 
influence that is why 
conspiracies are being 
hatched by India to 
sabotage the CPEC’s 
mega project.

Some people, 
accused China of self-
directed interests 
behind CPEC but it 
was entirely their mis-
conception.

He said when the 
project was launched, 

no one was ready to 
invest in Pakistan as it 
was in the grip of ter-
rorism and other secu-
rity related issues and 
it was China which 
extended helping hand 
at that crucial time. 

Dr Talat Shabbir 
said, CPEC is a key 
project for Pakistan’s 
economy and develop-
ment and a historic 
opportunity that 
needs to take advan-
tage of it. Work has 
been done on energy 
and infrastructure in 
the first phase. Since 
the start of the pro-
jects, energy produc-
tion has increased by 
more than 90 percent, 
benefiting millions of 
Pakistanis. A network 
of more than 3,000 km 
of roads has been com-
pleted. Yes, 80 percent 
of the first two phases 
of the project have 
been completed while 
20 percent of the work 
is left on the 22 under 
progress projects, he 
added. 

He maintained that 
there was a need of 
generating employ-
ment opportunities for 
the people in the coun-
try and the timely 
completion of CPEC 
would eliminate the 
menace of unemploy-
ment. The current pace 
of work on CPEC is not 
the same as it should 
be. He added CPEC is 
not the only plan to 
solve economic prob-
lems, we also need to 
focus on other prob-
lems and  issues con-
fronting the country.

He said that political 
stability in the country 
was a big challenge, 
there was a lot of scope 
for CPEC in Gilgit-
Baltistan. “We have to 
be alert till CPEC is 
completed as chal-
lenges will remain till 
the completion of this 
project. 

Talat Shabbir said 
that the government 
should improve the 
capacity of its people 
so that Pakistanis 

could get maximum 
employment opportu-
nities in Chinese pro-
jects. He said, the ben-
efits of CPEC should 
also reach the back-
ward areas which is a 
big challenge. He said 
that China’s develop-
ment model is very 
centralized while ours 
is very weak; we need 
to learn from China’s 
development model. 

He said that inform-
ing people about the 
real facts about CPEC 
is also a big challenge 
for us. By completing 
CPEC, we can make a 
history. We have to ful-
fill our responsibilities 
regarding this project, 
he added.

Closing the event 
Engr Hafiz Ehsanul 
Haq Qazi thanked the 
Speaker for his enlight-
ening lecture and 
emphasized the need 
for indoctrination of 
Public at large on the 
importance of the 
CPEC project for 
Pakistan.

CPEC’s success crucial for 
China:  Dr Talat Shabbir

India hatching conspiracies to sabotage CPEC 
project

Fakhar appreciates 
support of Dutch govt in 

capacity building of 
farmers

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Minister for National Food 
Security and Research, Syed Fakhar Imam Friday 
appreciated the support of the Dutch government in 
building the capacity of farmers.

He expressed the commitment of the government in 
strengthening the agriculture sector as it is the back-
bone of Pakistani economy.

He said this while speaking the launch of a capacity 
building project for smallholders potato growers in 
Punjab, hosted by the Embassy of Kingdom of 
Netherlands, said a press release issued here.

Acknowledging the achievements of the Netherlands 
in agriculture and being the second largest exporter of 
agri-products, the minister hoped the Pakistani farm-
ers will acquire techniques and skills to enhance their 
productivity.

Dutch Ambassador Wouter Plomp in his remarks 
said that food security is a growing concern globally, 
especially in this region due to impacts of climate 
change and rapid increase in population.

“Meeting up with nutritious food demand is a chal-
lenge for Pakistan, and the Netherlands has knowl-
edge, technology and skills to help Pakistan overcome 
these challenges. For instance, Pakistan imports 13.000 
metric tonnes of seed potatoes from the Netherlands 
per annum”, he added. Supported by the Netherlands 
Enterprise Agency (RVO), the two and a half years 
project is meant to help increase productivity.

Model Bazaars to be 
established in every tehsil 

of Punjab: Aslam Iqbal
SDGs implementation 
not possible without 
sensitizing masses: 

Speakers
Manan Khan 

QUETTA: Speakers at 
a consultative session 
on Friday underlined 
the need for sensitiz-
ing the masses for 
the implementation 
of Sustainable Deve 
lopment Goals 
(SDGs).

“With the inclusion 
of masses, SDGs can-
not be implemented”, 
Pervez Khan Safi, a 
well-known develop-
ment expert men-
tioned. He termed 
public participation 
indispensable for the 
implementation of 
the SDGs in the coun-
try. Pakistan Develop 
ment Alliance’s Natio 
nal Secretariate/ 
AwazCDS -Pakistan 
and PDA Provincial 
Lead Water Enviro 
nment and Sanitation 
Society (WESS) has 
organized a consulta-
tion on Citizen’s & 
Provincial Govern 
ment Priority 
Framew ork on SDGs. 
Masses need to be 
sensitized

“The process of 

SDGs should be 
accelerated”, Zia ur 
Rehman, Pakistan 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Alliance/ Chief 
Executive AwazCDS-
Pakistan said. He 
said all segments of 
society have to be 
sensitized to play 
their due role in this 
regard.

In this important 
c o n s u l t a t i o n , 
AwazCDS -Pakistan 
has launched the 
SDGs Scorecard 
results to share the 
key findings in terms 
of Citizens 
Perception on the 
progress and priori-
ties of the SDGs goals 
in Balochistan.

Balochistan is lag-
ging behind other 
provinces in terms of 
key social indicators 

As compared to 
other provinces and 
regions of 
Balochistan is much 
behind on education 
and health therefore 
the citizens of 
Balochistan prior-
itized SDG 4 (quality 
education), SDG 3 

(good health & well-
being), and SDG1 (no 
poverty) as the top 
priority and deman 
ded government to 
invest more on edu-
cation, better health, 
and poverty allevia-
tion

In the meanwhile, 
Balochistan SDGs 
priority framework 
was presented by Mr. 
Zahoor Tarran Monit 
oring & Evaluation 
Manager SDGs Unit 
Balochistan. He fur-
ther informed that 
the SDGs framework 
has already been 
approved by the Pla 
nning and Developm 
ent Department Gove 
rnment of 
Balochistan and the 
same is in the process 
of publishing. The 
participants appr eci-
ated the efforts of the 
SDGs unit for devis-
ing the SDGs Priority 
Framework and 
expressed hope that 
the Government of 
Balochistan would 
allocate resources to 
achieve the priority 
agenda.

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab 
Minister for Industries 
and Trade Mian Aslam 
Iqbal has said network of 
32 model bazaars are 
providing substantial 
relief to the buyers in dif-
ferent cities of the prov-
ince and more model 
bazaars would be estab-
lished in every tehsil of 
the province. 

While addressing a 
gathering of party work-
ers at his camp office on 
Tuesday, he expressed 
the satisfaction that 
hundreds of thousands 
of people benefit from 
the facility of model 
bazaars while thou-
sands of petty shop-
keepers are also earning 
their livelihood. 

Aslam Iqbal said that 
Chief Minister Usman 
Buzdar has given in-
principle approval to 
establish a Model Bazaar 
in every tehsil of the 
province to expand the 
scope of model bazaars.

The farmers are 

allowed to directly sell 
their produce in model 
bazaars as free stalls are 
provided to them by the 
government, he added. 

The provincial minis-
ter further said that 309 
Ramadan bazaars will 
start functioning from 
Shaban 25 to provide 
essential items at subsi-
dized rates. The public 
interest will be pro-
tected as the welfare of 
the masses is very dear 
to the government, he 
stressed. He added that 
line departments are 
also activated to ensure 
availability of edibles at 
government rates and 
vowed that those creat-
ing artificial price-high 
will be made a horrible 
example. 

Crackdown against 
illegal profiteers and 
hoarders will be contin-
ued with full force as 
illegal profiteering is 
equal to dacoity over the 
rights of the indigent 
stratum and no mafia 
will be allowed to do so, 
concluded the minister.

Pakistan’s young 
climber makes it to 

Africa’s highest peak
INP NEWS

DODOMA,( Tanzania): A 
young climber from 
Pakistan has scaled 
Mount Kilimanjaro, the 
highest peak (5,895 
metres  or 19,341 ft) on 
the continent of South 
Africa.

23-year-old Asad Ali 
Memon reached the 
Mweka gate (finish 
point) at midnight 
between Feb 15-16 after 
climbing the Uhuru 
peak of Mt Kilimanjaro 
in the United Republic 
of Tanzania. He 
achieved this feat 
within 20 hours.

The young climber 
started his push for the 
summit from the 
Umbwe Gate (start 
point) early Monday 
morning and opted for 
the most challenging 
route to the summit, 

according to a state-
ment issued by the 
Pakistan High 
Commission in 
Tanzania.

“His mission to trav-
erse the summit and 
return within one day 
(24 hours) has been 
achieved well within 
the t ime limit despite 
being a snowy and 
rainy weather during 
the day,” the statement 
said.

Memon has added a 
new feather to his 
m o u n t a i n e e r i n g 
achievements at the 
young age of 23.

The high commission 
said: “His solo summit 
of Uhuru peak will 
contribute to opening 
new vistas of collabo-
ration in adventure 
sports and tourism 
between Pakistan and 
Tanzania.

Citizen moves consumer 
court against SSGC over 

low pressure
News Desk

KARACHI: A consumer court in Karachi adjourned 
the defamation case hearing against the Sui Southern 
Gas Company (SSGC) over lower pressure, until 
March 4.

A resident named Kamran Iqbal, filed a defamation 
case through his lawyer in the consumer court against 
the low pressure in the gas pipeline. Despite com-
plaints, the SSGC has utterly failed to resolve low gas 
pressure issue, which is causing problems, the resi-
dent stated in his plea.

The citizen has pleaded with the court to take action 
against the SSGC. In today’s hearing, a lawyer sub-
mitted his paper to represent SSGC in the court.

The court after summoning a detailed reply from 
SSGC’s counsel adjourned the further hearing of the 
case until March 4.

Earlier, a resident in Karachi had moved consumer 
court against a mechanic for not fixing the problem 
with his vehicle. “The mechanic charged Rs44,000 for 
engine repair, but still the car is unable to run in fifth 
gear (double top gear)”, the man had said in his claim.

Miscreants set 
fire to polling 
station in NA-

221
News Desk

THARPARKAR: Polling 
process was disturbed in 
Chachro after miscreants 
set fire to a polling station 
and burnt the polling 
material on Sunday.

Police have arrested 
four individuals in con-
nection to the fire. Polling 
is underway for by-elec-
tion in National Assembly 
constituency, NA 221 
Nagarparker in district 
Tharparkar.

A strong competition is 
expected between PPP 
candidate Mir Ali Shah.

PDM leaders flay ECP’s 
discriminatory attitude 

towards them
News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Leaders of the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) have flayed the Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) for treating them unfairly while 
dealing with issues relating the coming Senate elec-
tions.

Talking to the media men outside the ECP’s office in 
Islamabad here on Wednesday, Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader and former prime 
minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi said he and PPP’s 
Raja Pervez Ashraf received a letter from the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) a day before yesterday 
in which they had been told that since they were pro-
posers and seconders of Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, 
Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) candidate for 
the Senate election from Islamabad, they should reach 
the ECP office at 11 am, otherwise their candidate’s 
nomination papers would be summarily rejected.

Khaqan Abbasi said today when they reached ECP’s 
office, we were met with the government’s legal team, 
which said they had objections to the Gilani’s candida-
ture, and their counsel was coming from Lahore so 
they be granted additional time, which the returning 
officer granted. “It was the government’s job to 
arrange papers as well as the counsel,” he said.

He said he and Raja Pervez Ashraf were the second-
ers of Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani’s candidature. “Had we 
not reached the ECP’s office at 11 am on Wednesday, 
the nomination papers would have been rejected,” he 
said pessimistically. “Pakistanis are witness to the fact 
what was happening in the country,” he added.

Khaqan Abbasi said they have evidence for disqual-
ification of Hafeez Shaikh but they did not file an 
objection to his candidature. He also said the ECP had 
accepted the government’s request to extend the date 
for filing nomination papers but our request for an 
extension in the election schedule has been rejected.

Crackdown 
ordered on 

vehicles 
with tinted 
glasses, fake 

number 
plates

News Desk

LAHORE: Lahore’s Chief 
Traffic Officer (CTO) Ham 
mad Abid has ordered a 
crackdown on vehicles 
having tinted glasses and 
fake and fancy number 
plates.

The CTO also ordered 
that motorcycles having no 
number plate be confis-
cated. He said a first infor-
mation report (FIR) will be 
registered on serious viola-
tions of the traffic rules.

An FIR will also be reg-
istered in case private 
vehicles are found plying 
on the city roads with 
green number plates and 
blue lights, he said, warn-
ing that action will be 
taken against vehicles hav-
ing mounted police flash 
lights.

The CTO said the traffic 
police won’t listen to any 
excuse for bringing vehi-
cles with fake, tampered or 
unclear number plates 
onto the roads. He said 
more than 500,000 vehicles 
have been fined during the 

Senate chairman rejects 
Israrullah Zehri’s 

allegations

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Senate 
Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani 
on Sunday rejected alle-
gations that he had 
threatened former federal 
minister and BNP-Awami 
chief Mir Israrullah 
Zehri.

Sadiq Sanjrani Told a 
private Tv channel “I did 
not say anything to Zehri 
about Senate elections 
and if I had to say some-
thing I would have gone 
to his house.”

Earlier, Former fed-
eral minister, BNP-
Awami chief and 
Balochistan govern-
ment’s ally Mir 
Israrullah Zehri has 
claimed that Senate 
Chairman Sadiq 
Sanjrani had sent him a 
message asking him to 
withdraw in favour of 
the Senate candidates, 
being supported by 
Sanjrani, otherwise he 
will be ‘thrown out’ of 
the politics for good.

Sadiq Sanjrani told 
the TV channel that 
Israrullah Zehri is his 
relative and they do not 
have such traditions.

Responding to a ques-
tion about future strat-
egy, Sanjrani said “We 
will see to it when the 
Senate elections are 
over.”

Minister for Railways 
Azam Khan Swati said 
Pakistan Railways has 
an important role in the 
development of coun-
try’s economy.

Addressing a cere-
mony in Islamabad on 
Sunday, he said the gov-
ernment is committed to 
the development of rail-
ways. He said we are 
also determined to 
purge corruption from 
the railways.

He said railways also 
play an important role 
for promotion and 
development of the tour-
ism sector. He urged the 
employees of Pakistan 
Railways to work with 
honesty for the develop-
ment of railways.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chairman Senate 
Sadiq Sanjrani said 
development of Pakistan 
is connected with the 
development of railways 
therefore, we should 
work for the development 
of railways. “Railways is 
the key for the national 
economy,” he added.


