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News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A day 
after the Election Comm 
ission of Pakistan (ECP) 
received flak from the 
apex court during the 
hearing of a presidential 
reference on the use of 
open ballots in the 
upcoming Senate elec-
tions, Justice Ijazul Ahs 
an on Wednesday told 
the body that the vote in 
Senate polls “cannot 
remain secret forever”.

During the hearing 
on Tuesday, the five-
judge Supreme Court 
bench, headed by Chief 
Justice Gulzar Ahmed, 

had asked Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) 
Sikander Sultan Raja to 
consider recommenda-
tions presented by 
Attorney General of 
Pakistan Khalid Jawed 
Khan and submit a 
response to the court.

In its response sub-
mitted to the court 
today, the ECP main-
tained that according to 
Article 226 of the 
Constitution, Senate 
elections could be held 
through secret voting 
only.The ECP’s counsel 
said that votes for the 
Senate elections would 
“always remain secret” 

and the votes that were 
cast could “not be shown 
to anyone”.

Justice Ahsan then 
questioned what the 
term proportional rep-
resentation referred to.

“[The number] of 
seats of political parties 
in the Senate should be 
according to the number 
of their seats in the pro-
vincial assemblies. The 
term ‘free vote’ is used 
in polls for the National 
Assembly [elections]. 
The term ‘free vote’ is 
not included in the law 
for the Senate elections,” 
he observed.

“The secrecy of the 

vote till the Day of 
Judgement is neither in 
the law nor in court 
judgements,” he further 
remarked.

“Can electronic vot-
ing be secret? 
Everything that is done 
on the internet can be 
traced.” Justice Ahsan 
questioned how the ECP 
would ensure propor-
tional representation in 
the upper house of par-
liament, saying that if 
any party got less num-
ber of seats in the Senate 
as compared to its seats 
in the provincial assem-
blies, then the “ECP will 
be responsible.” “If [any 

party] does not get [the 
number of seats] in rela-
tion to its seats in the 
provincial assemblies, it 
will be the ECP’s defeat.”

Apprising the court 
of the measures taken 
by the ECP to guard 
against the perception 
of corrupt practices in 
the upcoming Senate 
elections, the ECP’s 
counsel said that it had 
set up a vigilance com-
mittee and an online 
complaint centre.

All election candi-
dates will be required to 
take an oath that they 
would not buy or sell 
votes, he added.

Ormarra: Man 
died, two other 
sustain injuries 

in accident

Our Correspondent

GWADAR: an accident 
occurred between Car 
and Motor Cycle at 
Coastal high Way near 
Hadh Goatt area of 
Makran city, as result 
man died and two others 
sustained injuries.

According to details an 
accident occurred betw 
een Car and Motor Cycle 
as result Motor Cyclist 
died on sport whereas 
other two namely 
Bachkand and a woman 
namely Shahnaz resident 
of Turbat sustained inju-
ries, after the incident the 
deceased were shifted to 
nearby hospital of Orm 
arra city, a man who was 
died on spout identified 
as Badho s/o Ameth resi-
dent of Ormarra.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan plants a sapling at Islamabad on inaugurate Spring Tree plantation. PID PHOTO

Ahmed Mujtaba arrives 
in Quetta after 

defeating Indian 
opponent

Sports Reporter

QUETTA: Ahmed 
Mujtaba arrived in Quetta 
on Wednesday morning 
after defeating Indian 
opponent Raju in Martial 
Arts. Within 57 seconds, 
Ahmed Mujtaba of 
Quetta had knocked out 
Indian opponent Raju on 
February 5 Kashmir soli-
darity day.

“I dedicated my success 
to oppressed Kashmiris”, 
Mr. Mujtaba told report-
ers at Quetta interna-
tional airport. Mujtaba 
was warmly welcomed at 
the airport.

A warm welcome at 
Quetta airport 

Bushra Rind, the par-
liamentary secretary for 
information, Danesh 
Kumar, a minority MPA, 
Liaquat Shahwani, spoke 
sman government of 
Balochistan, Mir Imran 
Gichki, secretary of spo 
rts Balochistan and a larg 
e number of people rece 
ived him at the airport.

Ahmed calls on CM 
Balochistan

Ahmed Mujtaba called 
on chief minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan after his arrival. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
the CM termed the suc-
cess of Ahmed Mujtaba 
as a good omen for coun-
try and nation. “This is a 

matter of immense pleas-
ure that Ahmed belongs 
to Quetta”, Jam Kamal 
said.

In his exclusive talks 
with Quetta Voice, 
Ahmed Mujtaba said he 
plans to establish a mar-
tial arts academy in 
Quetta to promote sports 
activities. “Victory 
against traditional rival 
was a matter of pleasure”, 
Ahmed stated.

“No dearth of talent in 
Balochistan”, Ahmed

“No dearth of talent in 
Balochistan”, Ahmed 
Mujtaba said. He 
demanded of the govern-
ment to encourage sports-
men of Balochistan to 
play on national and 
international levels.

“Our players can prove 
their talent on interna-
tional talent”, he said. If 
provided opportunity, 
players from Balochistan 
can play a pivotal role, he 
added. A large number of 
local sportsmen were 
also present at the air-
port.

Liaquat Shahwani, the 
Spokesman government 
of Balochistan termed the 
victory of Ahmed 
Mujtaba as an encourag-
ing event. “Ahmed’s suc-
cess against our tradi-
tional rival was the hap-
piest movement”, Mr. 
Shahwani said.

Vote cannot be secret forever, 
Justice Ahsan tells ECP during 

hearing on Senate polls 
reference

Poisonous gas kills 4 
coal miners in Harnai 

Balochistan

Abdul Qadir 
to contest 

Senate polls 
on BAP’s 

ticket, 
confirms 
Kamal

INP NEWS

QUETTA: Chief Minister 
(CM) Balochistan on 
Wednesday has con-
firmed that Abdul Qadir 
will contest upcoming 
Senate polls from 
Balochistan Awami 
Party’s (BAP) ticket. 

Qadir submitted his 
nomination papers from 
both PTI and BAP and 
how when he has been 
stripped off from PTI’s 
ticket, hence will now 
contest from BAP’s plat-
form, Jam Kamal said.

The CM Balochistan 
said that Abdul Qadir 
hails from Quetta and he 
has been filing docu-
ments for the Senate seat 
since 2004.

Three 
terrorists 
killed by 
security 
forces in 
North 

Waziristan
News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Three ter-
rorists were killed in an 
intelligence based opera-
tion by security forces in 
Mirali area of North 
Waziristan, military’s 
media wing said on 
Wednesday.

According to Inter 
Services Public Relations 
(ISPR), these terrorists 
were involved in target 
killing, kidnapping for 
ransom, extortion, attacks 
on security forces and 
IED explosions.

The ISPR further said 
that killed terrorist were 
affiliated with Aleem 
Khan Khushali group.

On February 4, secu-
rity forces also gunned 
down four terrorists in 
North Waziristan. Secu 
rity forces observed pres-
ence of terrorists in a 
compound in Mir Ali and 
as soon as the troops cor-
doned off the area, terror-
ists opened fire.

PM Imran Khan 
launches spring tree 

plantation drive
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
Wednesday launched 
the 2021 spring tree 
plantation drive dur-
ing a ceremony after 
planting a sapling in 
Islamabad.

Adviser to Prime 
Minister on Climate 
Change Malik Amin 
Aslam gave a briefing 
to PM Imran Khan 
regarding the spring 
tree plantation drive 
and presented the rec-
ommendations for the 
spots to initiate the 
plantation campaign.

The ceremony was 
also attended by inte-
rior minister Sheikh 
Rasheed and Senator 
Faisal Javed. While 
addressing the cere-
mony, PM Khan prai 
sed Malik Amin Asla 
m and his team for 
beginning the spring 

tree plantation cam-
paign. He said that 
they are bringing a 
positive change in min 
dset and future gener-
ations must have to 
change their lifestyle.

He said that it is our 
responsibility to 
determine the losses 
and benefits the young 
generations could face 
in the next 20 years. 
The hazards of defor-
esting could be easily 
seen in Lahore, the 
provincial capital of 
Punjab.

The premier said 
that Lahore and 
Peshawar had been 
called garden cities 
and now children and 
elderly citizens are 
most affected by the 
pollution there. He 
added that environ-
mental pollution is 
reducing the life span 
of a human being up 
to 11 years in Lahore.

Hanif Tareen

HARNAI: Poisonous gas 
has killed 4 coal miners 
in Balochistan’s Harnai 
district on Wednesday 
afternoon. The poison-
ous gas has left one coal 
miner unconscious 
inside the mine.

Sohail Anwar Hashmi, 
the Deputy Commissi 
oner Harnai said the coal 
miners were working 
deep inside a mine in 
Harani when the inci-
dent happened. “Levies 
retrieved all 4 dead bod-
ies from the mine”, Mr. 
Hashmi said.

However, the survived 
coal miner shifted to 
Quetta for medical treat-
ment. The miners suffo-
cated due to a high con-
centration of poisonous 
gas, the DC mentioned.

Rescue workers 
reached the spot Rescue 

workers reached the 
affected mine and retri 
eved the dead bodies 
from inside the mine. 
The victims belonged to 
the Swat area of Khyber 
Pakhtu nkhwa. The admi 
nistration would dis-
patch the dead bodies to 
their home towns today, 
Mr. Hashmi added.

In Balochistan, haz-
ardous working condi\
tions have claimed 
scores of precious 
human lives during the 
last few years. Thousa 
nds of poverty-hit labor-
ers from Swat, Shangla, 
and other parts of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
some parts of volatile 
southern Afghanistan 
have been working coal 
mines of Balochistan for 
a long time.

Death holes, not mines 
“These coal mines are 

death holes”, Sultan 

Muhammad Khan, the 
central leader of Pakistan 
labor federation said. He 
said the nexus between 
the rulers and contrac-
tors has resulted in 
increasing deaths of coal 
miners in Balochistan.

Ethnic Shia Hazaraz 
working in Mach coal 
mines

Poor ethnic Shia 
Hazara coal miners have 
been extracting coal 
from mines in 
Balochistan’s Mach area. 
On January 3rd, this 
year, the armed accused 
kidnapped and brutally 
murdered 11 coal miners 
belonging to the Shia 
Hazara community. 
Since then, scores of coal 
miners belonging to the 
Hazara community have 
left their jobs because of 
threats to the lives in 
Mach and surrounding 
areas.

Burnt body of a 10-year-
old boy found in Pishin

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Levies found 
the burnt dead body of a 
10-year old boy in 
Balochistan’s Pishin dis-
trict on Wednesday 
morning. The minor boy 
belongs to the Hazara 
town area of Quetta. 
Police have arrested four 
accused in connection 
with the brutal murder of 
the minor boy, Azhar 
Akram, the Deputy 
Inspector General of 
Police Quetta said.

The minor boy identi-
fied as Sher Ali was kid-
napped from the Hazara 
town area the other day, 
Mr. Akram said.

A senior administration 
officer in Pishin men-
tioned that police arres 
ted two accused from 
Quetta and one accused 
arrested from Pishin. 
Their four companion was 
also arrested, he added. 
Accused arrested on the 
information of heirs of the 
victim  The accused have 
been arrested on the infor 
mation of heirs of the 

minor boy, the officer stat 
ed. The accused include 
Itfikhar, Mehdi, and Baqir. 
“Police have been interro-
gating the accu sed”, he 
stated. The accu sed were 
demanding ransom from 
the parents of the victim 
Sher Ali Hazara.

Levies force handed 
over the dead body of the 
minor to police after com-
pletion of official proce-
dures.

Violent acts against 
children increased in 
Balochistan 

In Balochistan, violence 
against children has 
increased recently. This 
incident has come three 
weeks after the brutal 
murder of a minor boy 
Asmatullah in the Zhob 
district of Balochistan. 
Police also arrested key 
accused involved in the 
murder of Asmatullah in 
Zhob. In view of increas-
ing violent acts against 
children, the newly 
posted Balochistan Police 
Chief Muhammad Rai 
Tahir has introduced 
“Zainab Alert”.

Quetta Voice Report

ISLAMABAD: Quetta-flavored tea 
and a wide variety of parathas 
have been attracting customers in 
the federal capital Islamabad 
nowadays. After Karachi, Quetta 
hotels are now famous in various 
parts of Islamabad.

“Number of tea-lovers contin-
ues to increase”, Syed Naqeebullah 
Agha, the owner of a hotel located 
on Islamabad expressway Saon 
garden informed. A few years 
back, some hotel owners and 
laborers shifted from Karachi to 
Islamabad after targeted killings 
and attacks in the country’s larg-

est city.
“Quality is our hallmark”, Mr. 

Agha said
“Quality is our hallmark”, Mr. 

Agha said. Hotel owners from 
Balochistan’s district Pishin and 
Killa Abdullah have established 
hotels in Rawalpindi and differ-
ent parts of Islamabad.

Large crowds of people waiting 
for their turn outside the small 
outlet can be witnessed all the 
time. However, the number of 
customers increases in the even-
ing and morning time. 

“There is peace in Islamabad, 
that’s why, we are trying to serve 
better quality chai”, Agha 

Muhammad, a labourer working 
in the hotel mentioned.

Quetta hotels were attacked in 
Karachi 

Quetta hotels were repeatedly 
attacked in various parts of 
Karachi when MQM was in power 
during the Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) led government in Sindh 
and center. “Initially, police came 
and asked about our data, now 
they are not asking”, Agha 
Muhammad added.

Most of the Quetta hotels 
opened up during the last three 
years. Citizens of Islamabad were 
unaware of the taste and quality 
of Quetta chai. However, the num-

ber of customers has been increas-
ing with every passing day.

Hotels offering a variety of par-
athas Quetta tea hotels with 
almost every Chai flavor imagina-
ble on their menu have several 
branches all across Pakistan. 

Quetta hotel owners com-
plained that some people in 
Islamabad, Rawalpindi, and 
Peshawar have copied their names 
i.e. Quetta to attract customers.

“I have seen many people have 
copied our name in Islamabad”, 
Naqeeb Agha complained.

The penetration of hotel 
experts and laborers from the 
Pishin and Killa Abdullah dis-

tricts dates back to the early 1980s. 
With no industries, factories, agri-
culture, and government jobs, 
people went to Karachi to earn a 

daily break. However, the worsen-
ing law and order situation forced 
them to shift their businesses to 
Islamabad.

Islamabad: Quetta flavored tea wide variety of parathas attracting tea lovers
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Perhaps, the cries of coal miners fall on 
deaf ears in Balochistan like in other 
parts of the country. Horrific news of 
coal miners buried alive, burnt to death, 
severely injured by methane gas blasts 
continue to surface from different areas 
of the province.
Such tragedies are yet to attract the 
attention of rulers and above all make 
no headlines in the so-called main-
stream national media. Incidents in coal 
mines are always ignored. No, follow 
up investigation and inquiries, when it 
comes to the death of hapless miners in 
Balochistan.
Hazardous working conditions have 
claimed thousands of precious human 
lives inside coal mines of Balochistan, 
which houses rich-coal reservoirs. 
Almost with no safety, the miners enter 
into mines in the morning and extract 
coal for a whole day. Fortunate are those 
who come out alive in the evening. As 
per the 1923 mines act, the inspector of 
mines is bound to inspect mine in the 
morning prior to the entry of miners. 
Similarly, children, minor boys, and 
women are not allowed to step inside 
the mine according to the act.
Coal mines incidents rampant in 
Balochistan
Incidents in Dukki, Mach, Chamalang, 
Sorange, Khost, Harnai, and other parts 
of Balochistan are rampant in coal 
mines.
Six coal miners trapped when a fire 
erupted inside the coal mines the other 
day in the Chamalang area of 
Balochistan. Fortunately, rescue work-
ers backed by the Frontier Corps (FC) 
rescued all six miners after nine hours-
long operations. The technical team dis-
patched from Quetta in a helicopter to 
ensure the unhurt recovery of coal min-
ers.
The mines and mineral department 
government of Balochistan is reluctant 
to share data of incidents with the 
media. Although, thousands have died 
in the coal mines of Balochistan during 
last more than a decade. Mines owners 
are hardly punished for poor working 
conditions that cause such tragedies.
Broken families need to be provided a 
reasonable compensation 
Broken and poverty-hit families need to 
be provided reasonable compensation 
by the government and mines owners. 
Currently, the families are paid a nomi-
nal amount by mine owners. It is time 
for the government to make sure the 
implementation of the 1923 mines acts 
to save precious human lives.
Such incidents cause a national outrage 
in other parts of the globe. Nonetheless, 
they go unnoticed in this part of the 
world. It is a matter of our collective 
conscience and responsibilities to raise 
voice for saving precious human lives 
and raising voice for a down-trodden 
class of society.
To be precise, the implementation of the 
1923 mines act can help reduce the num-
ber of such incidents in the coal mines 
of Balochistan.

Cries of coal miners in 
Balochistan

Welcome to the kakistocracy
Ahsan Jehangir 

For those tired of a sys-
tem dominated by 
PML-N & PPP, PTI 
offered new hope, how-
ever, it quickly dashed 
people’s hopes

Pakistan is currently 
a democratic kakistoc-
racy. A kakistocracy is 
a government by the 
least competent and or 
amoral citizens of the 
state. In short, a gov-
ernment by the worst 
people. Not to point 
fingers solely at the 
current PTI-led gov-
ernment, but govern-
ments of the past — 
two of which are now 
part of the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) — have been 
kakistocracies as well. 
The common factor bet 
ween these kakistocra-
cies is the people in cha 
rge of governing only 
the brand name (pres-
ently: Imran Khan) or 
party affiliation that 
has changed.

For the people tired 
of a system dominated 
by PML-N and PPP, the 
PTI offered new hope. 
However, the party 
quickly dashed peo-
ple’s hopes by adopting 
tried and tested politi-

cal heavyweights. Thus 
ensuring there was no 
hope for an end to 
Pakistani kakistocracy. 
Now, each passing day 
seems like we, the peo-
ple, are stuck in a 
nightmarish merry-go-
round in which inflated 
egos, interest protec-
tion, and elite class sol-
idarity reign supreme.

Furthermore, we are 
also a politically polar-
ised kakistocracy. The 
space for discourse over 
our issues is shrinking 
and giving rise to hate-
ful sentiment. Politic 
ians increasingly enga 
ge in an ‘Us vs Them’ 
approach. The hateful 
sentiment is further 
triggered by labeling 
each other friends of 
Israel and/or India. 
This political polarisa-
tion has resulted in pol-
itics of indecency and a 
culture of loathing poli-
ticians with opposing 
viewpoints. This in 
turn leads to waging a 
constant tirade of abuse 
and name-calling at 
each other. To imagine 
polarised politicians 
having a dialogue — 
even though talks about 
a grand national one 
have toned down over 
the past few weeks — 

about the welfare of the 
common man seems 
absurd. It is hard to dete 
rmine whether this is 
real or pretend political 
polarisation. If it is not 
pretense, this political 
polarisation leads to a 
lack of bipartisan sup-
port over any law or 
bill. For instance, both 
the current goverment, 
and the joint opposition 

want Senate reforms 
and an end to horse-
trading. However, they 
will not sit together and 
bring a constitutional 
amendment to end 
Senate voting by secret 
ballot. Both sides have a 
problem with wealthy 
backers (also referred to 
as ATMs) of political 
candidates. Why is 
there no bipartisan sup-
port to work on the 
implementation of elec-
tion finance laws? It just 
goes to show that all 

these different issu es 
are picked up as mere 
political point sco ring 
whenever it suits their 
agenda. Therefore, a 
grand national dia-
logue is a mere front for 
the ‘tag, you are it’ 
game political parties 
are playing. You are it 
— your turn to try your 
hand at governance, to 
take the same crop of 
ministers and try to 
accomplish something 
new; your turn to cost 
the public exchequer 
billions of rupees with 
incompetence. The only 
discou rse will be on the 
personal interests of 
political heavyweights 
and why they need to 
be in power. There will 
be no offer of any policy 
backed by significant 
research — further 
down the kakistocracy 
rabbit hole we go.

Those in charge of 
the present kakistoc-
racy are aware of chal-
lenges faced by the com 
mon man. Those vying 
to form a new kakistoc-
racy for the umpteenth 
time are as well. The 
problem is a lack of con-
structive or practical sol 
utions for the challeng 
ed. How do you break 
up cartelisation? How 

do you revive a battered 
economy? How do you 
provide relief to stu-
dents and young pro-
fessionals seeking jobs? 
How do you make 
state-owned enter-
prises profitable? How 
do you end the vicious 
cycle of circular debt?

The only solution 
offered is a team wait-
ing to be in power and 
with the wave of a 
wand will fix all these 
issues. We, the people, 
are asked to trust this 
team consisting of 
familiar faces. Failure 
to live up to the trust 
will result in ‘not being 
given enough time to 
prepare’. It is the same 
old guard, under differ-
ent ministries, under 
new leadership, with 
the same crumbling 
bureaucracy.

After a new kakistoc-
racy is formed, the 
precedent is to discredit 
the mandate of this 
democratic kakistoc-
racy. Thus begins a 
movement of long-
march politics to topple 
one narcissist with 
another. Where are we, 
the people, in all of this? 
A country of 220 mil-
lion glued to our TV 
screens or out in rallies 

watching the same few 
people govern us. We 
watch as the ‘people 
first’ and ‘constitutional 
supremacy’ slogans 
give way to personal 
interests.

We, the people, also 
have a huge part to play 
in encouraging this 
politically polarised 
kakistocracy. We swoon 
over representatives of 
our side and only want 
accountability from the 
opposing side. We are 
okay with this politics 
of who-insulted-best in 
this war of words 
between politicians. We 
will continue to vote for 
the same faces instead 
of giving someone pro-
gressive a chance. We 
prefer false promises 
over actual research-
backed policies. 
Therefore, we are 
resigned to accept our 
fate of belonging to a 
democratic yet politi-
cally polarised kakis-
tocracy. The longing for 
a desperate need of a 
war of ideas and not 
words, continues.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Pasni receding 
into oblivion
PASNI is located along the Makran 
coast on the Arabian Sea about 450km 
from Karachi. It is a small fishing port 
in Gwadar district. This small city has 
an interesting and twisted history. 
The city was named Karzanabad after 
Lord Curzon who stayed here for a 
while. It was much laterthat the city 
was renamed Pasni.

The city was used as a gateway to 
enter India by none other than Alex 
ander. And due to its impressive fish-
ing port, the city was once a target of 
many nations, including the Portu 
guese, who burnt down the entire city 
and looted its inhabitants in the 16th 
century. Some graves can be seen near 
the Deaghan area of Kalmati soldiers 
who sacrificed their lives while fight-
ing against the invaders.

Today, the dwellers are mostly fish-
ermen, but Pasni has a rich history of 
significant contribution to Baloch art 
and literature. When it comes to art, 
Zubair Mukhtar’s name comes to 
mind, who, with his God-gifted abil-
ity, has won hearts all over the country 
with his 3D art at the Pasni beach.

Pasni is an ideal destination for 
tourists, but, unfortunately, it does not 
get the recognition it deserves. Astola 
Island, which is situated in the 

Arabian Sea about 25km from Pasni, is 
absolutely worth visiting.

The Juddi, Zahrain mountains and 
Deghan are the heart of Balochistan 
and can attract tourists from all parts 
of the world. Some nearby areas, like 
Shadi Kor, Gurrani and Kulanch, with 
their unique date palm trees are 
famous sites.

Unfortunately, this worthy city has 
been neglected for a long time. The 
youth of Pasni has gotten into drug 
addiction owing to the indifference 
shown by politicians. The city does 
not have a single educational institu-
tion or library worthy its salt. It is a 
pity that a city with such a rich history 
and tourism potential is receding into 
oblivion.

Abdullah Dawood Pasni
Published in Dawn News

F a r m e r s ’ 
movement and 
Indian elite
CORPORATE greed and exploita-
tion of the working class have 
become a reality. But, by joining 
hands against the ongoing farmers’ 
movement in India, the upper class 
has crossed all limits.

In the past, media and celebrities 
used to stand by the oppressed when 

capitalist forces were baying for blood 
of the working classes.

The media also used to stand firm 
and resolute against industrial and 
feudal classes that were considered 
the exploiters of peasants and work-
ers. But it is a massive tragedy that 
Indian media, especially the electronic 
media, and movie and sports celebri-
ties are downgrading and maligning 
Indian farmers’ movement and sup-
porting the Indian government which 
has been safeguarding the interests of 
the forces that exploit the working 
classes.

The farmers fighting for a common 
cause should have been fully sup-
ported by the media and celebrities. 
For the last three or four decades, the 
greedy nexus of corporate and politi-
cal elite in India has dislodged indig-
enous communities with small land-
holding to encroach upon their land.

The unending hunger for profit by 
industrialists and real estate business 
has rendered the farming communi-
ties landless and homeless. The Indian 
government’s business-friendly and 
anti-farmer policies and laws have 
trapped millions of farmers in debt 
and the media continuously reports 
suicides by hundreds of desperate 
farmers because of desperation. When 
farmers’ patience ran out after having 
faced exploitation and suffering for 
decades, they started a peaceful pro-

test. At first the protest was played 
down.

But when despite harsh winter, the 
protest movement expanded against 
all hopes of the exploiting forces, the 
stooges of corporate India started call-
ing the movement a ‘conspiracy’ by 
foreign forces.

Surprisingly, when international 
celebrities, impressed by the amazing 
unity and resilience of the Indian 
farmers’ movement, showed solidar-
ity with the protesting farmers, the 
Indian media as well as celebrities 
were let loose to counter the interna-
tional sentiment.

The Indian government has already 
lost its prestige and credibility as a 
secular democracy by enacting and 
implementing anti-Muslim and other 
anti-minority laws. By denigrating 
farmers’ movement, the Indian upper 
class has only contributed to its own 
downfall.

The celebrities and media houses in 
India that have chosen to stand with 
the exploiters have also badly tar-
nished their image and earned the ire 
of the farmers’ community in India, 
which always respects and honours its 
celebrities and always looks towards 
the media as a strong advocate of 
farmers’ rights.

Gulsher Panhwer
Johi
Published in Dawn

Resetting Pakistan-US relations
Mosharraf Zaidi

Pakistan’s relationship 
with the Biden 
Administration has not 
gotten off to a very 
good start. Pakistanis 
that were appalled by 
the Supreme Court 
decision to uphold the 
acquittal of the alleged 
murderers of Daniel 
Pearl may only imag-
ine how jarring this 
decision was for most 
Americans.

An independent 
courts system (itself an 
assertion that remains 
contentious), will often 
make decisions that are 
unpopular, or worse, 
inconvenient, for the 
executive branch of 
government. Despite 
efforts at damage con-
trol, the die may have 
been cast. Foreign 
Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi and 
Secretary of State 
Anthony Blinken spoke 
on the phone, but the 
US readout of the call 
made for uncomforta-
ble silences among 
those that have sought 
to frame the turning of 
the page from Trump 
to Biden as a window 
of opportunity for a 
country like Pakistan. I 
am among those that 
have been optimistic 
about the prospects.

Over the course of 
several months of con-
sultations and discus-
sions with some of the 
leading economic, for-
eign policy and secu-
rity voices in the coun-
try, I was privileged to 
co-author a policy 
paper to help frame the 
Pakistan-US relation-
ship, along with my 
friends and colleagues, 
Dr Syed Mohammad 
Ali and Asad Rafi. 
Titled ‘Pak-Americana: 
Ushering in a New Era 
for the Pakistan US 
Relationship’, our 
paper tries to establish 
a framework for think-
ing about Pakistan-US 
relations that is dis-

tinct and fresh. The 
burdens of a seventy-
year-long partnership 
are often too heavy to 
bear for even the 
strongest couples. For 
many years now, 
Pakistan and the US 
have been anything but 
a couple. It is long past 
due for both countries 
to try to reset the rela-
tionship.

The arrival of a new 
administration, as well 
as President Joe Biden’s 
long-standing interest 
in and experience with 
Pakistan, should have 
augured well for the 
relationship. The con-
vergences between the 
military leadership 
and PM Imran Khan 
and his cabinet should 
lend even greater 
weight to expectations 
for Pakistan-US rela-
tions to change for the 
better. Sadly, nothing 
in the bilateral relation-
ship tends to go very 
well, especially when 
better relations are 
urgently required. 
With the Doha Peace 
Process hanging by the 
thinnest of threads, 
China-India tensions 
affording New Delhi 
all kinds of capital in 
Washington DC, and 
Pakistan’s economic 
ambitions requiring 
strong US and Western 
political support, good 
Pakistan-US relations 
are as important as 
they have ever been.

In our Pak-
Americana paper, we 
have argued that the 
relationship needs to 
be seen from the per-
spective of seven driv-
ers. First, Pakistan and 
the US need to transi-
tion from being geo-
political or geo-eco-
nomic partners to 
becoming geo-eco-
nomic partners. In 
short, the focus of 
Pakistan’s engagement 
with the US needs to be 
trade, regional cooper-
ation and economic 
growth rather than the 

geostrategic salience of 
Pakistan. Of course, it 
takes two to tango. The 
key challenge this 
proposition poses for 
Pakistani decision-
makers is why 
American interlocutors 
will see Pakistan inde-
pendently of 
Afghanistan, India, 
China or Iran, and 
more importantly, what 
difference this will 
make.

Second, we argue 
that human security 
and people-to-people 
relationships need to be 
made central to the 
bilateral engagement. 
Pakistanis reportedly 
constitute the seventh 

largest diaspora in the 
United States. But is 
Pakistan seen as the 
seventh most impor-
tant country in Washi 
ngton DC? Pakistan 
must seek ways to 
increase the access of 
young Pakistanis to 
higher education oppo 
rtunities and advanced 
academic achievement 
on US university cam-
puses. We argue, as 
many have before, that 
P a k i s t a n i - o r i g i n 
Americans and the 
wider Pakistani dias-
pora in the US must 
become key informants 
of Pakistan’s engage-
ment with the US. This 
represents a challenge 
for Pakistani diplo-
mats: can the tradi-
tional diplomacy of the 
Foreign Office grow to 
become more oriented 
to a diverse and often 
discordant diaspora 
community?

Third, we argue that 
Pakistan and the US 
must partner for 

Afghanistan’s future. 
This is a deliberately 
long-term and ambi-
tious framing. 
Pakistani and 
American bankers and 
engineers should be 
rolling up their sleeves 
to help actualize some 
of the long-term eco-
nomic connectivity 
ideas for the region that 
have suffered from too 
little US and Western 
attention: be it the 
Central Asia Regional 
Economic Corridor, or 
the variety of infra-
structure and power 
projects seeking to 
meld together the eco-
nomic interests of cou 
ntries like Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz 
stan and Kazakhstan, 
with Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. The reality is 
that as long as conflict 
shapes Afghanistan, 
this ambition remains a 
distant dream.

Pakistan has cer-
tainly been proactively 
supportive of the peace 
process in Doha. It 
must continue to 
emphasize the need for 
an Afghan-owned gov-
ernance model, accept-
able to the people of 
Afghanistan, and 
inclusive of all key poli 
tical actors in that coun 
try. It is also imperative 
that Pakistan strongly 
and unabashedly stand 
for the rights of Afghan 
people, from female 
safety and mobility, to 
children’s education, to 
the freedom of the 
press.

But Afghanistan may 
represent the most vex-
ing and most urgent 
challenge for the 
Pakistan-US relation-
ship. It is clear that the 
Biden Administration 
is seeking to buy time, 
so that the May 1 dead-
line for its full with-
drawal can be pushed 
out, and Taliban con-
cessions on violence 
reduction, at a mini-
mum, can be sought. It 
is also clear that the 

Taliban have a sense of 
momentum that they 
feel will propel them 
past the deadline in an 
advantageous position, 
come what may. In this 
game of chicken, it will 
be the people of Afgh 
anistan and Pakistan 
that get crushed.

The Obama era veter-
ans in the Biden 
Administration are 
going to do what comes 
naturally to them: pin 
the entire burden for a 
further contamination 
of the already deep 
quagmire in 
Afghanistan on 
Pakistan. This is deeply 
unfair and unfortu-
nate. But it is also the 
most likely outcome of 
disagreements on the 
pace and tenor of the 
Doha Peace Process.

At its heart, the 
Afghanistan issue 
threatens to undermine 
not only any ambition 
to recast the relation-
ship between Pakistan 
and the US, it also 
threatens to upend 
wider plans that 
Pakistan and its cur-
rent leadership may 
have, in terms of turn-
ing around its econ-
omy.

The fourth driver of 
the relationship in our 
report is China. We 
argue that Pakistan 
should be turning great 
power competition into 
great power collabora-
tion by investing in its 
diplomatic capability to 
help both Washington 
DC and Beijing as an 
interlocutor. If the US 
and China can pursue 
shared interests and 
avoid conflict, among 
the greatest beneficiar-
ies will be an economy-
oriented Pakistan.

Fifth, we argue that 
Pakistan must contend 
with the India-US stra-
tegic alignment by per-
suading Washington 
DC to avoid allowing 
newfound convergence 
with New Delhi to 
compromise Pakistan’s 

national security or 
Pakistani interests. It 
must also continue to 
highlight the risks of 
US acquiescence to 
Indian action that viti-
ate the regional atmos-
phere, including its 
continued occupation 
of Kashmir.

Sixth, it is vital for 
Pakistan to deepen and 
expand its counterter-
rorism cooperation 
with the United States 
to defeat global terror-
ism. Pakistan has a 
demonstrable capabil-
ity in counterterrorism. 
The more robustly the 
two nations invest in 
intelligence coopera-
tion for counterterror-
ism, the easier it will be 
to address other areas 
of miscommunication 
or distrust.

Finally, we identify 
climate change as a key 
driver for a better 
Pakistan-US partner-
ship. President Biden’s 
Special Envoy on 
Climate John Kerry is a 
skilled diplomat who is 
one of the few US poli-
ticians that under-
stands Pakistan’s con-
cerns in the region and 
beyond. Pakistan has a 
strong case to make for 
itself as a key climate 
change mitigation part-
ner – both because of its 
vulnerability to climate 
issues, and the strong 
record of PM Khan in 
advocating for and act-
ing on climate change 
concerns.

Ultimately, Pakista 
n’s management of its 
relationship with the 
US need not come at 
the cost of any other 
relationship. The more 
clearly and effectively 
Pakistan takes leader-
ship in solving prob-
lems that affect the 
region, the more easily 
it will be able to argue 
for much improved 
treatment, not just far 
away in places like 
Washington DC, but 
also within its own 
neighborhood.
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BEIJING: Pakistan welcomes other 
countries to participate in the China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a 
key project under the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), as it is not only benefi-
cial for Pakistan, but for the entire 
region, Pakistan Ambassador to 
China, Moin ul Haque said on 
Wednesday.

“CPEC has now been opened with 
the consensus of Pakistan and China 
to third country participation and we 
welcome other countries to participate 
in this transformational project,” he 
said in an interview with Phoenix TV.

About the joining of regional coun-
tries to the CPEC, he said that 
Afghanistan is already participating. 
Recently, a shipment from Afghanistan 
was cleared from Gwadar port.

He said that infrastructure and con-
nectivity projects can also take place 
between Pakistan, China and 
Afghanistan and emphasized that it 
will help peace and stability in 
Afghanistan also.

Ambassador Haque said that India 

never accepted the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) launched by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and never joined 
it.

Updating on CPEC, he said, it was 
going very smoothly and steadily, 
adding, “We have completed the early 
harvest phase in which we have 
focused on infrastructure and energy 
projects and development of Gwadar 
Port which has helped Pakistan not 
only upgrade its road and communica-
tion network but it helped Pakistan 
addressed acute shortage of electric-
ity”.

In energy sector, he said that nine 
projects amounting to US $18 billion 
have been completed and which have 
inject 5300 MW of electricity into 
national grid and three more electric-
ity projects of about 3000 MW are in 
the pipeline which was essential for 
the industry and consumers and com-
mon household.

In second phase, we are focusing on 
those areas which touch people he said 
and added, the BRI as a whole project 
is a people centric project as it has been 
embraced by 130 countries because it is 

development-oriented and is helping 
people lives and bringing new jobs 
and opportunities and upgrading 
infrastructure and the CPEC is doing 
the same thing.

Ambassador Haque said that CPEC 
has helped develop remote areas of 
Pakistan, create, jobs and upgraded 
skills of the people.

He said that a agriculture and socio-
economic development was very 
important part of the CPEC Phase-II, 
so it was completely in line with the 
development agenda of the Pakistani 
government.

Terming Pakistan and China part-
nership and relationship as a factor of 
peace and stability in the region, he 
said the relationship between Pakistan 
and China are unique and special and 
in thick or thin, rain or shine, the two 
countries have always stood together. 
“That is why we call it all weather stra-
tegic cooperative partnership.”

He said this relationship has been 
constant irrespective of changes of any 
governments in the two countries and 
irrespective of changes of any regional 
or international development. So, this 

is the testimony of successive leader-
ship, successive generations of people 
that has given this relationship a new 
meaning and significant.

Ambassador Haque said that this 
year marks 70 years of establishment 
of bilateral relationship between 
Pakistan and China, a very important 
milestone for our two countries.

He said that every phase of our rela-
tionship is important during last 70 
years which gave a new vitality of our 
relationship. We established diplo-
matic relations in 1951 the first high 
level contact between our two coun-
tries was in 1955 and Premier Zhou En 
Lai met our then Prime Minister 
Muhammad Ali Bogra in Bandung, 
Indonesia.

And, the first contact laid the foun-
dation for future relationship when in 
next year Premier Zhou En Lai visited 
Pakistan and people of Pakistan were 
impressed by his sagacity, simplicity 
and charisma and very positive out-
look for the future relations.

He said that Premier Zho En Lai vis-
ited Pakistan four times later on and 
he became a household name in 

Pakistan welcomes other 
countries’ participation in CPEC 

flagship project: envoy Haque

IHC orders demolition of 
illegally constructed 
lawyers’ chambers

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) on Tuesday 
ordered demolition of 
illegally constructed 
chambers of lawyers 
on the premises of 
district courts in the 
capital in F-8 Markaz.

An IHC larger 
bench, headed by 
Chief Justice Athar 
Minallah, ruled: “The 
encroachments on 
any state land and any 
construction thereon 
in violation of the 
Ordinance of 1960 
and the rules or regu-
lations made there 
under are illegal, void 
and liable to be 
removed forthwith.”

“Since a small frac-
tion of the total num-
ber of members of the 

Islamabad District 
Bar are beneficiaries 
of the illegal construc-
tion of chambers, 
therefore, we are con-
fident that as a ges-
ture towards the 
actual stakeholders 
i.e. the general public, 
the members of the 
Bar will clear the ille-
gal construction and 
restore the playgro 
und for public use,” 
read a 30-page order 
issued by the bench.

The court ordered 
that in case the play-
ground is not restored 
by or before March 28, 
then the federal gov-
ernment and the 
Capital Development 
Authority will restore 
the playground for 
public use.

The bench directed 
the government to 

make “arrangements 
for holding a football 
tournament amongst 
students of public 
schools on the 
Pakistan Day i.e. 23rd 
of March 2021, to give 
tribute to the greatest 
lawyer of the sub con-
tinent and founder of 
the nation Quaid-e-
Azam Mohammad 
Ali Jinnah.”

The court directed 
the Islamabad District 
Bar to submit its pro-
posed plan to the 
Capital Development 
Authority for consid-
eration and approval 
in relation to lawyers’ 
plot.

Moreover, the IHC 
bench directed the 
government to com-
mence and complete 
the construction of the 
state of the art com-

Major setback to PML-N 
as AJK party president 

joins Muslim Conference
News Desk

MUZAFFARABAD: In a 
major setback to the 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz, the ruling party in 
Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir, PML-N Sardar 
Sikandar Hayyat on 
Friday joined All Jammu 
and Kashmir Muslim 
Conference.  

Sardar Sikandar 
Hayyat has joined as 
supreme head of the All 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference after 
parting his ways with the 
PML-N.

Hayyat was the found-
ing member of the PML-N 
in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir who also played 
his vital role in forming 
the current government 
of the PML-N in the val-
ley.

In his statement, Sardar 
Sikandar Hayyat said 
that the reconstruction of 
the All Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim 

Conference is essential 
for the restoration of the 
state’s identity.

He also invited his 
friends and supporters to 
join Muslim Conference.

Earlier on January 29, 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) vice 
president, Sardar Arzish 
along with his supporters 
had joined Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

Sardar Arzish had 
announced to join 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
after meeting with its 
chief organizer Saifullah 
Khan Niazi. The meeting 
was attended by PTI 
President AJK Sultan 
Mehmood and others.

Bestowing his confi-
dence in the leadership of 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Sardar Arzish had 
alleged that the ruling 
party of the AJK strength-
ened its ties with the Modi 
government and increase 
its family business rather 
than fighting for the just 

Punjab okays 
increase in inter\
est-free loans for 

professionals

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Health 
Minister Yasmin Rashid 
has tasked the managing 
director of Punjab Health 
Foundation Kiran Khur 
shid to extend services of 
interest-free loans to doc-
tors and healthcare profes-
sionals.

The minister assigned 
the task while chairing the 
30th meeting of Punjab 
Health Foundation board 
of directors at the Special 
ized Health and Medical 
Education Department on 
Tuesday. Special Secretary 
Specialised Healthcare 
and Medical Education Sil 
wat Saeed, Prof Dr Meh 
mud Shaukat, Mian Zahi 
dur Rehman, Prof Javed 
Chaudhry, and board mem 
bers were among the atten 
dees. The meeting okayed 
hiring on IT posts, increase 

Vegetables grown in 
sewage in Malir, Korangi 

destroyed, SHC told

News Desk

KARACHI: Provincial minister for Excise & Taxation 
and Narcotics Control Department &  Parliamentary 
Affairs Mukesh Kumar Chawla has directed all con-
cerned officers to make stern efforts for recovery of 
all taxes and achieve better results in collecting 
government exchequer. 

This he said while presiding over a meeting here 
in his office. Secretary Excise Taxation & Narcotics 
Control Department Ajaz Memon, Director 
Generals Haji Saleem Bhutto, Muneer Ahmed 
Zardari and other directors also attended the meet-
ing. He warned them that in case of non achieve-
ment of the tax targets, the departmental action 
would be taken against the concerned officer. 

The Provincial minister asked the Director 
General E & T to strictly monitor the situation of 
the recovery of arrears in all taxes and submit a 
report in this regard.

In the meeting, the overall performance of the 
regions was also reviewed in detail. The status of 
PMDU ( Prime Minister Delivery Performance 
Unit) complaints on Dashboard was also dis-
cussed. 

The meeting was informed that as many as 1167 
complaints were received, out of which 1022 were 
resolved, 59 complaints are escalated.

Sindh Minister for Excise & Taxation and 
Narcotics Control Department &  Parliamentary 
Affairs Mukesh Kumar Chawla asked the officers to 
speed up the recovery of the taxes and achieve more 
than 100 percent tax targets before the current finan-
cial year ended.

Stern efforts should be 
made for recovery of all 

taxes. Chawla

LHC CJ orders disposal of 
pending cases until March 31
News Desk

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) Chief Justice 
Muhammad Qasim Khan on Wednesday ordered the 
disposal of thousands of pending cases within one and a 
half month.

CJ Muhammad Qasim Khan directed that all civil and 
session cases pending before the district judiciary since 
2016 should be wrapped up by March 31, 2021.

The Directorate of the District Judiciary has issued 
directives to all the civil and session judges of the prov-
ince in this regard.

According to the statistics, 2030 session cases are 
pending since 2016 in district courts of Lahore. The num-
ber of old civil cases in Lahore stands at 37,728.

In Faisalabad, the number of five-year-old session and 
civil cases stands at 190 and 6,490 respectively.

The number of five-year-old civil cases in Gujranwala’s 
district courts stands at more than 3,000 while over 200 
session cases are also pending.

As many as 257 session and nearly 7,000 civil cases are 
pending in district courts of Multan. The number of 
pending civil and session cases since 2016 in Rawalpindi 
district courts is over 8,000 and 145 respectively.

In Sheikhupura, the number of five-year-old cases in 
district courts is 1,635, in Rahimyar Khan it is 653, in 
Bahawalpur it is more than 1,700.

All the session judges have been asked to ensure the 
deadline set by the LHC chief justice. The judges have 
also been directed to forward the progress report to LHC 
every week.

Surge in Indian state 
terrorism in IIOJK 

condemned
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The AJK chapter of Mirwaiz-led Hurriyat 
forum has strongly condemned the surge in Indian state 
terrorism in Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir.

According to Kashmir Media Service, the forum in an 
extraordinary meeting held in Islamabad, today, and 
chaired by Convener, Syed Faiz Naqshbandi, also 
rejected Indian false propaganda against the Kashmir 
freedom movement and Hurriyat leaders by the Indian 
secret agencies.

Addressing the meeting, Syed Faiz Naqshbandi said 
the Indian repression cannot stop the Kashmiris from 
demanding their right to self-determination. People of 
IIOJK will continue their struggle till victory, he 
added.

He said, the condition of illegally detained Hurriyat 
leaders and activists in different Indian detention cen-
tres and jails is very pathetic. He appealed to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
other human rights organizations to take cognizance 
of the plight of Kashmiri political detainees.

The participants of the meeting appreciated the US 
statement and position wherein the United States State 
Department has clarified that there had been no change 
in America’s Kashmir policy and Washington still con-
siders Jammu and Kashmir as a disputed territory. 
They urged the international community to play role in 
resolving the Kashmir dispute in line with the UN res-
olutions and aspirations of the Kashmiri people. The 
participants of the meeting also demanded immediate 
release of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, who is continuously 
under house detention since 5th August 2019.

News Desk

KARACHI: The deputy commissioners of Malir and 
Korangi districts on Wednesday submitted reports 
regarding destroying vegetables cultivated with indus-
trial and sewerage waste in the Sindh High Court 
(SHC). 

According to the report, vegetables grown at 350 
acres of agricultural lands in Malir and Korangi dis-
tricts have been destroyed, while 25 illegal cattle farms 
were also removed.

The bench hearing the case remarked that it has been 
mentioned in the report that vegetables cultivated at 60 
acres of land were destroyed, while the reports suggest 
another thing.

The SHC after ordering the applicant to visit the area 
and submit his report adjourned further hearing of the 
case until March 25.

It is to be mentioned here that an elaborate wastewa-
ter irrigation system runs along vast stretches of vege-
table beds and animal fodder fields with stinking sew-
erage water, where once a gleaming Malir river existed.

Vegetables are being grown using the poisonous 
water of the Malir River in Karachi.

Farmers have cultivated hundreds of acres of land 
near the Malir River. They rely on the river to water 
their crops and grow fruits and vegetables. But the 
problem is that the river is polluted because factories 
dump their untreated waste into it.

Land grabbing by 
CRPF triggers protest

news Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, people from Bran 
village of south Kashmir’s 
Islamabad district held a 
protest demonstration at 
Press Enclave in Srinagar 
against the forcible land 
grabbing by Indian para-
military Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) per-
sonnel. 

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the protest-
ers said that without any 
consultation with the 

locals, the CRPF has initi-
ated a process to occupy 
the grazing land compris-
ing 100 kanals. They added 
that this will prove disas-
trous for the locals as they 
graze their cattle in these 
fields from centuries and 
today they are being forci-
bly deprived of their land.

The protesters said that 
from past few days, CRPF 
troopers are visiting the 
said land and are demar-
cating it. 

“We raised the issue 
before Deputy Commi 
ssioner Islamabad but to 
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Abdul 
Hafeez 

Sheikh will 
easily win 

Senate polls: 
Fawad 

Chaudhry
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Science and 
Technology Fawad 
Chaudhry on Wednesday 
said that Finance Minister 
Abdul Hafeez Sheikh will 
easily bag his election 
seat on March 3.

Dr Aamir Liaquat 
Hussain is an apple of our 
eyes, will convince him to 
vote for Abdul Hafeez 
Sheikh in the upcoming 
Senate polls, Fawad Chau 
dhry said while talking  
to a private TV channel.

The minister said that 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
has awarded a majority of 
Senate election tickets to 
the old party workers. 
Answering a query about 
holding Senate polls via 
open ballot, Chaudhry 
said that according to the 
legal situation, the elec-
tions should be held 
through a show of hand.

Fawad said that he is 
clueless that why the 
Pakistan Peoples Party.

ISLAMABAD: A family from Baluchistan hold a protest in favor of their demands outside 
NPC. INP PHOTO

News Desk/INP NEWS

KARACHI: The week-
long maritime Exercise 
Aman 2021” has been 
continued conducted in 
the Arabian Sea off of 
Karachi. Forty-three 
countries sent their 
navies to the event, 
while a few nations also 
contributed their ships.

The diversity of the 
participants can be 
gauged by the fact that 
six out of seven conti-
nents were represented 
in the military drill.

Some participants, 
including the world’s 
largest navies, joined 
the drill to share their 
rich experience. Others 
became part of it sens-
ing an opportunity to 
better equip themselves 
in the maritime 
domain.

Oceans are called 
highways of global 
economy, which is why 
this exercise was aimed 
at displaying a united 
resolve against terror-
ism, piracy, drugs, 

arms smuggling, 
human smuggling and 
other maritime crimes.

The event also helped 
enhance interoperabil-
ity between regional 
and extra-regional 
navies to defeat com-
mon adversaries.

Since 2007, this bian-
nual event has become 
a testament to project a 
soft image of Pakistan. 
But, this time, three 
major factors brought 
Pakistan to the global 
limelight and exponen-
tially raised the stature 
of the Pakistan Navy in 
maritime diplomacy.

First and foremost, 
Pakistan’s ability to 
tackle the coronavirus 
pandemic ahead of the 
drill. This exercise 
comes at a moment 
when the whole world 
is still operating 
remotely. Even the US 
European Command 
had to modify the size 
and scope of its mili-
tary exercise, Defender-
Europe 20.

Yet, navies from 

across the globe showed 
their presence and 
made it memorable for 
all.

Second and equally 
important was the 
makeup of the partici-
pants. The military 
drill attracted compet-
ing countries like the 
US,  Russia, Japan and 
China as well as Iran 
and Saudi Arabia, to 
mention a few.

For the first time, the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) 
members joined Russia 
in a military exercise 
off of Karachi.

The US, UK and other 
NATO members have 
only joined Aman-21 in 
an individual capacity. 
The current exercise 
has literally no compar-
ison with the Bold 
Monarch 2011, where a 
Russian submarine was 
fully integrated in the 
NATO led drill. But 
since then, relations 
between NATO and 
Russia have only dete-
riorated.

Now that Joe Biden 
has come to power in 
the US, it is likely that 
the administration will 
be keeping a keen eye 
on Pakistan’s gradual 
drift towards China 
and Russia.

At the drill in 
Karachi, Pakistan’s 
closeness with Russia 
was very evident. 
Pakistan’s Chief of 
Naval Staff was also 
called on by Deputy 
Chief of Russian Navy 
HQ Rear Admiral Oleg 
V Apishev.

The Chinese side was 
led by a guided-missile 
destroyer “Guiyang” 
and the People’s 
Liberation Army’s 
Flotilla also included a 
guided-missile frigate 
“Zaozhuang” and a 
supplement ship 
“Dongpinghu”.

The Sino-US partici-
pation in Aman-21 
comes at a time when 
tensions between 
Beijing and Washington 
are mounting over the 
South China Sea and 

Taiwan Strait.
Meanwhile, the 

Southern Fleet 
C o m m a n d e r , 
Commodore Ariya 
Shafghat Rodsari, 
headed the Iranian con-
tingent. Since the tragic 
assassination of 
General Qassem 
Soleimani, the com-
mander of Quds Force 
of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, it was the first 
time the US and Iranian 
military were attending 
a joint drill.

For Pakistan, the mil-
itary drill was crucial 
as it ensures peace and 
stability in this strategi-
cally important mari-
time region. The for-
eign ship officials also 
acknowledged the 
efforts of Pakistan 
Navy in bringing global 
navies towards a 
shared commitment of 
maritime peace and 
lawful order at sea.

The event also gave a 
clear message to India 
that it simply cannot 

Exercise Aman 2021”: 
Pakistan’s multinational 

naval drill continued

Model Bazaars to be 
established in every tehsil 

of Punjab: Aslam Iqbal

Special team constituted 
to inquire into college 

student’s gang-rape case
News Desk

KARACHI: Deputy 
Inspector General 
(DIG) East on Wednes 
day formed a special 
team to hold a thor-
ough investigation 
into the alleged abduc 
tion and gang-rape of 
a college student in 
Karachi’s Gulshan-e-
Hadeed area. 

A special investiga-
tion team has been 
constituted by the 
DIG East Zone to 
ascertain facts in the 
abduction and gang-
rape of a first-year 
female student from 
Karachi’s Gulshan-e-
Hadeed.

The team members 
include senior super-
intendent police (SSP) 
Malir Irfan Bahadur, 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Police (SP) Investi 
ation, SP Malir Divis 
ion, DSP Investigation 
Bin Qasim, SIO Steel 
Town police station, 
SHO Steel Town 
police station and 
lady SI Saira Memon 
of Memon Goth 
police station. Accor 
ding to police, the 

lady police officer 
will record the state-
ment of the victim. 
The police officials 
told media that the 
arrested four men 
have denied the rape 
charges.

The special probe 
team will inform the 
high-level officials of 
the police depart-
ment regarding the 
progress in the inves-
tigation on a daily 
basis.

Earlier on February 
13, it was learnt that a 
16-year-old girl had 
been recovered on 
Friday after she was 
allegedly kidnapped 
from Bin Qasim area 
of Malir two days ago 
and endured repea 
ted sexual abuse from 
the accused who the 
police have detained.

Police had said that 
the DNA samples 
from the arrested pri 
me suspects, Sami, 
Fawad, and Adil, hav 
e been collected to 
match them in the 
laboratory. After the 
initial investigation, 
it emerged that the 
prime suspect, who 

had been arrested in 
a rape case, is a neigh-
bour of the college 
student.

On Saturday, a 
judicial magistrate 
had remanded the 
three suspects in poli 
ce custody for inter-
rogation till February 
22 and sought a pro-
gress report from the 
investigation officer.

An FIR was regis-
tered on the com-
plaint of a govern-
ment schoolteacher. 
He said his 16-year-
old daughter, a stu-
dent of the first-year 
at a government col-
lege in Gulshan-e-
Hadeed, had left 
home on February 9 
for the college but she 
did not return home.

When she did not 
come back after the 
college timings, her 
family started look-
ing for her, he said, 
adding the next day, 
he received a phone 
call from a police 
officer who told him 
that they had found a 
young girl in an 
unconscious condi-
tion. 

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab 
Minister for Industries 
and Trade Mian Aslam 
Iqbal has said network of 
32 model bazaars are pro-
viding substantial relief 
to the buyers in different 
cities of the province and 
more model bazaars 
would be established in 
every tehsil of the prov-
ince. 

While addressing a 
gathering of party work-
ers at his camp office on 
Tuesday, he expressed the 
satisfaction that hun-
dreds of thousands of 
people benefit from the 
facility of model bazaars 
while thousands of petty 
shopkeepers are also 
earning their livelihood. 

Aslam Iqbal said that 
Chief Minister Usman 
Buzdar has given in-prin-
ciple approval to estab-
lish a Model Bazaar in 
every tehsil of the prov-
ince to expand the scope 
of model bazaars.

The farmers are 

allowed to directly sell 
their produce in model 
bazaars as free stalls are 
provided to them by the 
government, he added. 

The provincial minis-
ter further said that 309 
Ramadan bazaars will 
start functioning from 
Shaban 25 to provide 
essential items at subsi-
dized rates. The public 
interest will be protected 
as the welfare of the 
masses is very dear to the 
government, he stressed. 
He added that line 
departments are also acti-
vated to ensure availabil-
ity of edibles at govern-
ment rates and vowed 
that those creating artifi-
cial price-high will be 
made a horrible example. 

Crackdown against 
illegal profiteers and 
hoarders will be contin-
ued with full force as ille-
gal profiteering is equal 
to dacoity over the rights 
of the indigent stratum 
and no mafia will be 
allowed to do so, con-
cluded the minister.

Pakistan’s young 
climber makes it to 

Africa’s highest peak
INP NEWS

DODOMA,( Tanzania): A 
young climber from 
Pakistan has scaled 
Mount Kilimanjaro, the 
highest peak (5,895 
metres  or 19,341 ft) on the 
continent of South Africa.

23-year-old Asad Ali 
Memon reached the 
Mweka gate (finish point) 
at midnight between Feb 
15-16 after climbing the 
Uhuru peak of Mt 
Kilimanjaro in the United 
Republic of Tanzania. He 
achieved this feat within 
20 hours.

The young climber 
started his push for the 
summit from the Umbwe 
Gate (start point) early 
Monday morning and 
opted for the most chal-

lenging route to the sum-
mit, according to a state-
ment issued by the 
Pakistan High 
Commission in Tanzania.

“His mission to trav-
erse the summit and 
return within one day (24 
hours) has been achieved 
well within the time limit 
despite being a snowy 
and rainy weather during 
the day,” the statement 
said.

Memon has added a 
new feather to his moun-
taineering achievements 
at the young age of 23.

The high commission 
said: “His solo summit of 
Uhuru peak will contrib-
ute to opening new vistas 
of collaboration in adven-
ture sports and tourism 
between Pakistan and 

PTI challenges Pervaiz 
Rashid’s nomination 

papers for Senate elections
News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on 
Wednesday challenged the nomination papers of 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader 
Pervaiz Rashid submitted for the upcoming Senate 
elections.

The PTI representative has told that Pervaiz Rashid 
had filed his nomination papers for general seat, how-
ever, he had also mentioned about technocrat seat in 
his affidavit.

PML-N candidate had provided misleading state-
ments in his nomination papers. He was found guilty 
in a case pertaining to leaking the secrets of institu-
tions, the PTI representative further stated.

After the objections, the Election Commission of 
Pakistan has delayed the scrutiny of Rashid’s nomina-
tion papers and has summoned him for answers over 
the objections tomorrow at 12 pm.

Yesterday, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) had also 
challenged the acceptance of nomination papers of 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) central leader and for-
mer premier Yousaf Raza Gillani for Senate elections.

PTI’s Senate candidate Fareed Rehman had alleged 
that Yousaf Raza Gillani has concealed the facts in the 
nomination papers. He stated that Gillani does not 
meet the criteria of Article 62 and he did not mention 
being a convicted person in his nomination papers. 

Three siblings 
attacked with 

acid in Faisala-
bad

Crime News

FAISALABAD: In a hor-
rific incident, an unkn 
own person threw acid on 
three siblings in 
Faisalabad’s Karkhana 
Bazar area on Wednesday 
morning.

According to rescue 
officials, the three victims 
sustained burn wounds 
as a result of the acid 
attack and were shifted to 
Allied Hospital for medi-
cal attention. The man 
who poured acid over 
them managed to flee the 
scene.

The siblings were iden-
tified as 17-year-old Ami 
na, 14-year-old Khadija, 
and 12-year-old Yousuf.

Last year in July, four 
children were attacked 
with acid in Haq Town of 
Sadiqabad. The suspect 
was a teacher of the chil-
dren, who was asked not 
to teach them over har-
assment allegations. 
Enraged.

PDM leaders flay ECP’s 
discriminatory attitude 

towards them
News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Leaders of the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) have flayed the Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) for treating them unfairly while 
dealing with issues relating the coming Senate elec-
tions.

Talking to the media men outside the ECP’s office in 
Islamabad here on Wednesday, Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader and former prime 
minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi said he and PPP’s 
Raja Pervez Ashraf received a letter from the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) a day before yesterday 
in which they had been told that since they were pro-
posers and seconders of Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, 
Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) candidate for 
the Senate election from Islamabad, they should reach 
the ECP office at 11 am, otherwise their candidate’s 
nomination papers would be summarily rejected.

Khaqan Abbasi said today when they reached ECP’s 
office, we were met with the government’s legal team, 
which said they had objections to the Gilani’s candida-
ture, and their counsel was coming from Lahore so 
they be granted additional time, which the returning 
officer granted. “It was the government’s job to 
arrange papers as well as the counsel,” he said.

He said he and Raja Pervez Ashraf were the second-
ers of Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani’s candidature. “Had we 
not reached the ECP’s office at 11 am on Wednesday, 
the nomination papers would have been rejected,” he 
said pessimistically. “Pakistanis are witness to the fact 
what was happening in the country,” he added.

Khaqan Abbasi said they have evidence for disqual-
ification of Hafeez Shaikh but they did not file an 
objection to his candidature.

He also said the ECP had accepted the government’s 
request to extend the date for filing nomination papers 
but our request for an extension in the election sched-
ule has been rejected.

Speaking on the occasion, PPP leader and also for-
mer prime minister Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani appealed 
to the speaker National Assembly to issue production 
orders for the MPs who were currently in detention. 
“This is for the first time in the country’s history that 
so much noise has been created on Senate elections in 
the country,” he regretted.

He said PDM was opposed to horse-trading and 
was for transparency in the Senate elections. “We are 
the victims of horse-trading,” he claimed.

He said the sanctity of the parliament should be 
paramount. “Let parliament do its job. Let the parlia-
ment bring amendment in the constitution, and not 
any other organ of the state,” he asserted.

He said if his proposer and seconder did not turn up 
at the commission’s office at 11 am, his papers would 
have been summarily rejected.

Raja Pervez Ashraf said ever since Yousaf Raza 
Gilani had been nominated by the PDM as a candidate 
for the Senate elections, the government was in jittery.

He hoped that honourable members of the National 
Assembly would vote on merit. He said God willing, 
Gilani would win elections.

Abbasi said there was consensus in the PDM that 
only parliament was authorised to amend the consti-
tution. “There should be no other way to amend the 
constitution. No ordinance please,” he asserted.

Senate 
elections: 
PTI board 
over rules 
objections 

against 
Vawda

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The parlia-
mentary board of the rul-
ing Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) has decided to 
stick to its decision to 
nominate Faisal Vawda as 
candidate for the upcom-
ing Senate election from 
Sindh despite protests by 
provincial leaders of the 
party. 

According to sources, 
the decision was taken at 
a meeting of the parlia-
mentary board chaired 
by Prime Minister Imran 
Kha n. Protests by PTI 
Sindh leaders against 
Vawda’s candidacy were 
rejected, the sources said. 
At the meeting, the prime 
minister acknowledged 
Vawda’s services for the 
party. 

At the meeting, the rul-
ing party’s board dis-
cussed the reservations 
raised against the PTI 
leaders who were nomi-
nated as candidates.

Qureshi briefed Egypt’s 
President on situation 
in Afghanistan, IIOJK

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi briefed the Pre sident of Egypt, Abdel Fattah 
Al Sisi on the situation in Pakistan’s neighborhood, in 
particular Pakistan’s efforts to facilitate the Afghan 
Peace Pro cess and the ongoing hum an rights viola-
tions in Indi an illegally occupied Jam mu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK), says a handout received here. 

During his ongoing visit to Cairo, Foreign Minister 
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi called on the 
President of Egypt, Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, today.

The Foreign Minister conveyed warm greetings of 
Pakistan’s leadership to the Egyptian President. He 
appreciated the stability and progress achieved by 
Egypt under his able leadership. Foreign Min ister 
Qureshi briefed the President on Pakistan’s shifting 
focus from geo-politics to geo-economics. He stressed 
that the vision of “Naya Pakistan” was predicated on 
ecnomic connectivity and ensuring peace within and 
beyond our borders. He said Pakistan would always 
look to be a partner in peace and progress.

Recalling the decades old warm bilateral ties 
between the two countries, Foreign Minister Qureshi 
expressed Pakistan’s desire to further strengthen and 
diversify bilateral ties. Foreign Minister said his visit 
indicated Pakistan’s keenness to reinvigorate tradi-
tional bilateral relationship rooted in shared faith, 
culture and values. 

He briefed the Presi dent on various opportunities 
to strengthen mut ual ties, in bilateral and multilat-
eral arena. Expressing satisfaction at the growing 
bilateral defense ties, the Foreign Minister said that 
the two countries could also share their experience in 
countering terrorism and extremism.

Stressing that Pakistan always supported resolu-
tion of differences throu gh dialogue and diplomacy, 
the Foreign Minist er appreciated Egypt’s recent 
efforts in the region. 

The President wel comed the Foreign Min ister and 
reciprocated the warm feelings of the Pakistani lead-
ership. He fondly recalled his recent interactions with 
Prime Minister Imran Khan. President Sisi expressed 
hope that the visit of Foreign Minister Qureshi would 
pave the way for enhanced bilateral ties and dynamic 
multilateral cooperation.

The Foreign Minister presented the invitation of 
President Arif Alvi to the Egyptian President to visit 
Pakistan. President Sisi graciously accepted the invita-
tion and promised to visit at the earliest opportunity.


