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News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and 
Pakistan on Tuesday 
reached a staff-level 
agreement over reforms 
that will lead to the 
release of around $500 
million in funds, the 
IMF and the country’s 
finance ministry said.

The package strikes 
an appropriate balance 
between supporting 
the economy, ensuring 
debt sustainability and 
advancing structural 
reform, the fund said 
in a statement.

“Pending approval 

of the Executive Board, 
the reviews’ comple-
tion would release 
around US$500 mil-
lion,” the IMF said.

Finance Minister Dr 
Abdul Hafeez Shaikh 
also confirmed the 
agreement on Twitter, 
saying that “overcom-
ing the challenges cre-
ated by the pandemic 
has required con-
certed effort”.

In a statement, IMF 
said that Pakistan’s 
progress under the 
Extended Fund 
Facility (EFF) had 
been temporarily dis-
rupted by the shock of 
the pandemic.

“The Pakistani auth 
orities remain com-
mitted to ambitious 
policy actions and stru 
ctural reforms to stre 
ngthen economic resil-
ience, advance sus-
tainable growth, and 
achieve the EFF’s med 
ium-term objectives,” 
the statement noted.

Last month, State 
Bank of Pakistan 
Governor Dr Reza 
Baqir had said that 
Pakistan was in talks 
with the IMF to put the 
fiscal support pro-
gramme back on track.

“We hope to have 
good news for the mar-
ket and the world that 

we are putting the pro-
gramme back on 
track,” Baqir had said.

Last year, staff from 
the IMF and Pakistani 
authorities reached an 
agreement to pave the 
way for a disburse-
ment of $450m in IMF 
funds pending 
approval from the 
global lender’s execu-
tive board.

Pakistan and the IMF 
have been working to 
implement IMF-
supported economic 
reforms, in particular 
tax collection, aimed at 
stabilising the economy 
and shoring up a yawn-
ing fiscal deficit.

Though the bailout 
programme was still 
pending, Pakistan 
received $1.4 billion in 
emergency financing 
from the IMF to allow it 
to fund targeted and 
temporary spending 
increases aimed at con-
taining the pandemic 
and mitigating its eco-
nomic impact.

Authorities are 
counting on the IMF 
bailout package to bol-
ster Pakistan’s fiscal 
position and increase 
global confidence in its 
economy.

Pakistan entered a $6 
billion IMF programme 
in 2019.

Senate polls: 
PTI 

challenges 
nomination 

papers of 
Yousaf Raza 

Gillani

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on 
Tuesday challenged Pakis 
tan Peoples Party (PPP) le 
ader Yousaf Raza Gill ni’s 
nomination papers sub-
mitted for Senate elec-
tions.

PTI leader Fareed 
Rehman has alleged for-
mer Prime Minister (PM) 
of concealing the facts. 
Yousaf Raza Gillani has 
not mentioned his setence 
in contempt of court case 
in his nomination papers, 
he added.

The PTI member fur-
ther said that Gillani 
doesn’t fulfill the require-
ment of Article 62 of the 
Constitution. Earlier, opp 
osition parties had put 
forward the name of You 
saf Raza Gilla ni as a joint 
candidate of Pakist an 
Democratic Movement (P 
DM) for the Senate polls. 
On the other hand, the list 
of candidates contesting 
in Senate polls is lik ely to 
be published today while 

PISHIN: A man is casting his vote during PB-20 Pishin by-polls: Photo Quetta Voice

Killa Abdullah reports 
first polio case of 2021

Health Desk

Killa Abdullah, Pakistan’s 
bordering district with 
Afghanistan reported the 
first polio case of the year 
2021 on Monday. Health 
department sources said 
a 28-month old child 
tested positive for the 
crippling virus in the dis-
trict. However, the emer-
gency operation cell is yet 
to verify the case.

The case reported from 
union council-1 Killa 
Abdullah district. The 
district is considered to 
be one of the high-risk 
districts of Balochistan.

“This case seems to be 
the result of poor vaccina-
tion in this union coun-
cil”, a health official told 
Quetta Voice. He requ 
ested anonymity. The 
polio workers failed to 
properly administer polio 
drops to the children in 
Killi Sher Shah, union 
council-1, he claimed.

His claim could not be 
verified by independent 
sources. Killa Abdullah, 
Pishin and Quetta are 
high-risk districts  

Last year, most of the 
polio cases were reported 
from the Killa Abdullah, 
Pishin, and Quetta dis-
tricts of Balochistan. Heal 
th officials termed refus-
als on the part of parents 
as the underlying reason 
behind increasing cases 
of the crippling virus.

It may be mentioned 
here that the authorities 
claimed to have achieved 
a 98 percent target dur-
ing the first anti-polio 
campaign of 2021. Over 
40 million children 
across Pak istan adminis-
tered polio drops during 
the campaign that was 
underway in all parts of 
the country.

The anti-polio task for 
ce claimed to have achie 
ved 95 percent target The 
anti-polio task force also 
claimed to have achieved 
a 95 percent target in Bal 
ochistan. Anti polio cam-
paigns are underway in 
Balochistan and other par 
ts of the country for last 
more than three deades. 
However, the crippling 
virus is yet to be era dica 
ted from the country.

Pakistan, IMF reach 
agreement on reforms to 

release around $500 million

170 nomination papers 
submitted to ECP for 

Senate elections
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) on 
Monday announced that 
overall 170 nomination 
papers have been submit-
ted from across the coun-
try for the upcoming 
Senate election.

Sharing details of the 
nomination papers sub-
mitted to the ECP, it said 
that overall 87 papers 
were filed for general 
seats, 35 for seats reserved 
for ulema and techno-
crats, 40 for women-spe-
cific seats and 10 forms 
were filed for minority 
seats. Giving a province-
wise distribution of nom-
ination forms, the body 
responsible for holding 
elections said that most of 
the candidates-51- filed 
nomination papers from 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP), 41 from Balochistan, 

39 from Sindh and 29 
from Punjab province.

“10 candidates have 
submitted their nomina-
tion papers from 
Islamabad,” the ECP said.

According to the Senate 
election schedule issued 
by the Election 
Commission of Pakistan, 
the scrutiny of nomina-
tion papers will be held 
between 17 to 18 February.

The candidates can file 
appeals against accept-
ance or rejection of nomi-
nation papers on 20th of 
this month. These appeals 
will be disposed off until 
February 23, the notifica-
tion read.

The revised list of can-
didates will be published 
on February 24, while the 
candidates can withdraw 
their nomination papers 
until February 25.

The Senate polls are 
scheduled to be held on 
March 3.

JUI F candidate Syed Azizullah 
Agha won PB 20 Pishin

PB 20 Pishin mob burnt a vehicle one 
person injured in Killi Karbala

No one’s 
authority to 

cancel 
Nawaz 
Sharif 

passport: 
Shahid 
Khaqan

News Desk

ISLAMABAD Former pri 
me minister and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) senior leader Sh 
ahid Khaqan Abbasi on 
Tuesday said that the so-
called accountability hold 
ers will themselves be 
held accountable one day.

Talking to media per-
sons, the erstwhile pre-
mier said the Senate votes 
were bought in 2018 and 
its video is also available. 
Those Members Provin 
cial Assembly (MPAs) 
who received money belo 
ng to Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), he said.

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi 
said PTI MPAs revealed 
that Khyber Pakhtu 
nkhwa chief minister 
gave money at the speak-
er’s house, and that spea 
ker is the National Ass 
embly’s speaker today.

The PML-N leader 
demanded Prime Mini 
ster Imran Khan to give 
explanation over the mat-
ter of Broadsheet. Nawaz 
Sharif remained Paki 
stan’s PM thrice and no 
one has the authority can-
cel his passport, he 
added. 

PM Imran-led PTI 
board rejects objections 

to Vawda’s Senate 
nomination

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on 
Tuesday presided over a 
meeting of the PTI parlia-
mentary board to discuss 
award of tickets for the 
coming Senate election.

Media reports said that 
the board rejected some 
party leaders’ objections 
to the award of Senate 
ticket to Federal Minister 
for Water Resources 
Faisal Vawda with PM 
Khan recalling the minis-
ter’s service to the party.

They said the board 

decided to withdraw 
Senate ticket awarded to 
Najiullah Khattak and 
give ticket to Liaquat Tara 
kai from Khyber Pakhtu 
nkhwa (KP). Moreover, it 
upheld the decision of 
awarding Senate ticket to 
Saifullah Abro from 
Sindh.

Separately, Sindh 
Governor Imran Ismail 
called on the prime min-
ister at his Banigala resi-
dence in Islamabad. 
During the meeting, they 
deliberated on Senate 
nominations from the 
province.

PPP-P prays SC to 
send back Presidential 

Reference
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pak 
istan People’s Party-
Parliamentarians (PPP 
-P) on Tuesday filed a 
plea with the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan 
against a presidential 
reference seeking apex 
court’s advice on open 
ballot Senate elections.

The petition plead-
ing the apex court to 
send back the presi-
dential reference as 
the Senate elections 
held under Article 226 
of the constitution.

“A bill of 26th Cons 
titutional Amendment 
has been pending in 
the Parliament,” the 
petition further said.

According to the 
PPP-P petition, the 
government has 
changed its stance 
after failing to amend 
the constitution. “The 
government has filed 
the presidential refer-
ence to achieve its 
political objectives,” 

the  petition said.
The petition has 

been filed by PPP-P 
Secretary and former 
senator Farhatullah 
Babar in the apex 
court. It is pertinent to 
mention here that a 
five-member bench of 
the Supreme Court 
headed by Chief 
Justice Gulzar Ahmed, 
hearing the presiden-
tial reference seeking 
advice from the top 
court on holding Sen 
ate elections through 
an open ballot.

The Supreme Court 
while hearing the 
presidential reference 
on Monday, summon 
ed the Chief Election 
Commissioner and the 
members of the elec-
tion commission 
today.

The court also asked 
the election commis-
sion to present a 
scheme to get rid of 
corrupt practices in 
the election of the 
upper house.

Asmatullah Hanafi

PISHIN: JUI F candidate 
Syed Aziz Ullah Agha 
won PB-20 Pishin electon. 
Syed Azizullah Agha of 
JUI F got over 23,000 votes 
during bypolls held in 
Pishin on Tuesday. 
According to unofficial 
results, his rival candi-
date from BAP got over 
7,000 votes during the 
elections on PB 20. 

The angry mob burnt 
a vehicle and injur ed a 
person in Baloch istan’s 
Pishin district during by-
polls on Tuesday evening. 
As the polling time ended, 
unknown men opened fire 
and inju red one person in 
Killi Kar bala, Qaim 
Lashari, the De puty 
Commissioner of Pis hin 
said. He said the incident 
happened quite away 
from the polling station.

The angry mob also 
burnt a vehicle in the Killi 
Karbala area of the dis-
trict. “We are investigating 

into the incident”, Mr. 
Lashari said. Eyewitnesses 
said the supporters of 
Balochistan Awami Party 
candidate Asmatu llah 
Tareen and independent 
candidate Amr uddin 
Agha clashed outside the 
polling station. Vote coun 
ting underway Vote count-
ing is underway at PB-20 
Pishin Balo chistan during 
by-polls. Vote counting 
start ed at 5 pm after the 
expiry of timing. Accor 
ding to the initial results 
of 5 polling stations, JUI 
(F) candidate Azizullah 
Agha is leading. A tough 
contest is unde rway betw 
een the Paki tan Demo 

cratic Mov ement (PDM) 
candidate and the ruling 
Balochistan Awami candi-
date. Syed Azizullah Agh 
a, a candidate of the Jamiat 
ul Ulema e Islam (F) is bac 
ked by the component par 
ties of PDM, and the BAP 
candidate is back ed by PTI 
other parties. The pol ling 
started at 8 am in the morn-
ing and would continue till 
5 pm without any break.

JUI (F) candidate’s posi-
tion appears to be strong 
The position of Azizu llah 
Agha, a JUI (F) candidate.

 backed by the anti-gov-
ernment alliance appe ars 
to be strong. However, the 
ruling BAP candidate 
Asmatullah Tareen has 
also conducted an effec-
tive campaign to reach out 
to voters in the constitu-
ency. The seat fell vacant 
in 2020 after the death of 
Syed Muhammad Fazal 
Agha, a JUI (F) legislator.

The election commis-
sion of Pakistan had 
announced by-polls.

Manan Khan Mandokhail, Ashraf 
Tareen

“This is the heaviest day of my 
life”, Salman Ali who lost a 10-year 
old son in the deadly bombing nar-
rates the ordeal. 8-years back (Feb 
16, 2013), the deadly bombing near 
a market in Hazara town left over 
100 people dead.

The survivors still recall the 
destruction caused by the bombing 
in the predominantly Shia Hazara 
western neighborhood of Quetta, 
the capital of Pakistan’s Balochistan 
province.

Salman Ali lost 5 family members 
“Look at the irony, my son was cry-
ing in the morning to go to Bazar but 
I turned down his request because 
of danger”, Salman Ali recalls. 

“When I came back in the evening 
the bombing had killed my 5 family 
members including my son, Musa 
Ali”, Salman Ali narrates the ordeal 
with a burst of tears in his eyes.

The Hazara community was yet 
to recover from the trauma of the 
January 10, 2013 bombing that lefto-
ver 100 people dead when the sec-
ond tragedy struck. The Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) led federal gov-
ernment removed the former chief 
minister Nawab Muhammad Aslam 
Khan Raisani led government in the 
aftermath of the first bombing. 
Governor rule imposed and PPP 
sacked own chief minister Nawab 
Raisani  Governor rule imposed in 
the province to restore the law and 
order situation in Baloch istan. 
However, the second bombing hap-

pened during the Governor’s rule in 
Hazara town.

“I thought my son was safe at 
home”, Salman Ali said as his voice 
cracked.

The survivors still remember the 
flames of fire and loved ones in the 
bombing. “We purchased new land 
as space finished for the burial of 
our loved ones”, a white-bearded 
Raza Ali intervenes in the discus-
sion. “We want protection and jus-
tice”, Mr. Ali demanded.

Heirs were searching for dead 
bodies of their loved ones

The heirs of the victims were 
searching for dead bodies of their 
loved ones for hours in the Bolan 
Medical Complex hospital after the 
tragedy. “For five times I visited the 
hospital but failed to trace my son’s 

dead body”, Salman recalled the 
horrific movement.

“I recognized the zip of coat of my 
son”, he cries during the discussion.

The Shia Hazara community has 
been repeatedly targeted in Quetta 
for the last two decades. The com-
munity has been confined to only 
Marriabad and Hazara town areas 
of Quetta.

On January 3rd this year, the 
armed accused brutally murdered 
11 coal miners in Balochistan’s 
Mach area. The enraged commu-
nity staged 7 days sit-in to mount 
pressure on the government to 
apprehend the culprits behind the 
incident. However, they ended the 
protest following an assurance by 
the government for the arrest of the 
culprits.

Quetta: 8 years on Hazara town bombing still haunts Salman Ali
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The tree plantation campaign currently 
underway across Balochistan has received 
national attention and praise. Despite 
some questions about the volume of 
funds, human-resource, and its impacts, 
people have praised the plantation drive 
in Balochistan and other parts of the 
country.
For the first time, a massive tree planta-
tion is underway at Band Khushdil Khan 
Pishin, Maslakh, Hanna Urak, and other 
parts of the province. Taraqee Foundation 
(TF), a non-governmental organization 
deserves appreciation for highlighting the 
importance of tree plantation and on-air-
ing messages of celebrities regarding the 
need to plant maximum trees.
TF plans to plant over 30,000 trees in Band 
Khushdil Khan Pishin 
The TF plans to plant over 30,000 trees in 
the Band Khushdil Khan area of Pishin. 
This plantation can play a crucial role in 
the maintenance of the ecoy-system by 
releasing oxygen into the air, absorb 
harmful gases such as carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, etc.
However, there is still a question mark 
over the sustainability of this project. 
Who will manage this project? Who will 
ensure providing water to trees? These 
questions need to be answered.
It has always been observed that tree 
plantation campaigns kick off from the 
governor’s house and chief minister’s 
secretariat in Quetta. The newspapers 
and other media outlets carry photo-
graphs of governors and chief ministers 
planting trees.
Plantation campaigns must go beyond 
photo sessions 
However, tree plantation campaigns 
must go beyond photo sessions since this 
province is prone to all-natural disasters. 
The Prime Minister’s program of plant-
ing 10bs trees has been praised internally 
and abroad.
What is Balochistan’s share in the pro-
gram, this needs to be propagated and 
shared with people. Yes, government 
alone cannot do this. Rather, political 
parties, civil society, tribal elites, reli-
gious scholars need to be taken on board 
to plant maximum trees in the province 
to mitigate the impacts of climate change.
A task force needs to be formed
A task-force comprising officials from 
the forest department, education depart-
ment, NGOs, and environment depart-
ment need to be formed to execute tree 
plantation projects. The province covers 
half of the country in terms of the area so 
it needs a strong viable strategy to miti-
gate the impacts of global warming.
Teachers and students need to be 
involved in the campaign to ensure the 
plantation of trees in over 14,000 schools 
across Balochistan. This will have a very 
powerful impact on the plantation cam-
paign.
Pakistan is the fifth most vulnerable coun-
try to the effects of climate change. Since 
Balochistan covers half of the country in 
terms of areas, therefore, this province 
needs a strong strategy to plant trees to 
mitigate the impacts of global warming.

Tree plantation receiving 
attention in Balochistan

Marketing Pakistan’s economic potential
Kamran Yousaf

To say Pakistan does 
not have any shortcom-
ings is like staying in 
denial

The story of the 
Pakistan-US relation-
ship is fascinating. The 
US is Pakistan’s largest 
exporter and bilateral 
donor. The two coun-
tries had been part of 
several military alli-
ances, yet failed to 
develop a relationship 
that goes beyond the 
security cooperation. 
To break that status 
quo, Pakistan’s leading 
diplomats, retired gen-
erals, academics and 
economists recently 
came up with a policy 
paper suggesting a par-
adigm shift in the 
country’s relationship 
with the US. The paper 
was prepared by 
Tabadlab, an Islamabad 
think-tank, as a guide-
line for policymakers.

Titled “Pakistan-
Americana, Ushering 

in a New Era for 
Pakistan-US Relations”, 
the paper has high-
lighted seven key driv-
ers of Pakistan-US rela-
tionship. Those include 
transformation from 
geo-political to geo-
economic cooperation; 
bolstering human 
security: investing in 
people; partnering for 
Afghanistan’s future; 
countering global ter-
rorism; turning great 
power competition into 
collaboration; contend-
ing with the India-US 
strategic alignment; 
and enhancing disaster 
and climate change 
mitigation through 
cooperation.

But the top priority, 
the paper suggests, 
must be given to lever-
aging the country’s 
economic potential 
rather than banking on 
geostrategic location.

As per the paper, 
instead of using finan-
cial incentives as the 
means to secure strate-

gic ends, the US can 
instead begin viewing 
trade, investment, and 
economic cooperation 
as the underlying basis 
for developing a dura-
ble bilateral relation-
ship with Pakistan. It is 
in the US interest to 
enable Pakistan to 

become economically 
viable.

“… a major shift is 
also long overdue with 
in Pakistan. Pakistan 
must begin prioritizing 
and marketing its eco-
nomic potential instead 
of banking (and occa-
sionally capitalizing) 
on its geostrategic loca-

tion,” recommends the 
paper. It says Pakistan 
can explicitly leverage 
its geostrategic posi-
tion to pursue eco-
nomic goals rather 
than relying on inter-
national aid in lieu of 
furthering geostrategic 
agendas of powerful 
countries, like the US. 
Even now, as India’s 
image as the largest 
‘democracy’ has begun 
to tarnish, and its polit-
ical actions have strai 
ned relations with its 
neighbours, it contin-
ues forging economic 
links with China, and 
other South and East 
Asian countries, with 
Oceania and beyond. 
New Delhi is well-posi-
tioned to expand its 
economic linkages due 
to the sheer size of its 
market and economy. 
Yet, Pakistan too has 
untapped potential of 
diversifying its econ-
omy and becoming 
more integrated with 
the global economy — 

something the current 
government plans to 
explore through recent 
initiatives with regards 
to economic diplomacy.

Dr Moeed Yousaf, 
the PM’s Special 
Assistant on National 
Security, who attended 
the launch of the paper, 
endorsed the recom-
mendations and sug-
gested the government 
was following the same 
policy.

Yousaf was of the 
view that the US must 
not see ties with 
Pakistan through the 
lens of Afghanistan, 
India or China, as “we 
want true bilateral rela-
tionship based on eco-
nomic and trade ties”. 
However, he said artifi-
cial barriers had been 
imposed on Pakistan 
such as FATF grey-list-
ing to create hurdles in 
realising the true 
potential. “Frankly, 
FATF is political and 
not technical,” Yousaf 
claimed while suggest-

ing that Pakistan was 
being deliberately tar-
geted.

Yousaf’s assertion is 
true to an extent, but to 
say Pakistan does not 
have any shortcomings 
is like staying in denial. 
Certain countries may 
be using FATF to arm-
twist Pakistan but the 
acquittal of Daniel 
Pearl’s alleged killers 
did not send a positive 
message either. The 
desire and idea to 
transform Pakistan 
into an economic hub is 
novel, but mere lip ser-
vice will not take us 
anywhere. Remember, 
former military ruler 
General (retd) Pervez 
Musharraf often said, 
“we need trade, not 
aid”, but his regime did 
little to achieve that 
goal.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.

Welcome to the kakistocracy
Ahsan Jehangir 

For those tired of a sys-
tem dominated by 
PML-N & PPP, PTI 
offered new hope, how-
ever, it quickly dashed 
people’s hopes

Pakistan is currently 
a democratic kakistoc-
racy. A kakistocracy is 
a government by the 
least competent and or 
amoral citizens of the 
state. In short, a gov-
ernment by the worst 
people. Not to point 
fingers solely at the 
current PTI-led gov-
ernment, but govern-
ments of the past — 
two of which are now 
part of the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) — have been 
kakistocracies as well. 
The common factor bet 
ween these kakistocra-
cies is the people in cha 
rge of governing only 
the brand name (pres-
ently: Imran Khan) or 
party affiliation that 
has changed.

For the people tired 
of a system dominated 
by PML-N and PPP, the 
PTI offered new hope. 
However, the party 
quickly dashed people’s 
hopes by adopting tried 
and tested political 

heavyweights. Thus 
ensuring there was no 
hope for an end to 
Pakistani kakistocracy. 
Now, each passing day 
seems like we, the peo-
ple, are stuck in a night-
marish merry-go-round 
in which inflated egos, 
interest protection, and 
elite class solidarity 
reign supreme.

Furthermore, we are 
also a politically polar-
ised kakistocracy. The 
space for discourse over 
our issues is shrinking 
and giving rise to hate-
ful sentiment. Politic 
ians increasingly enga 
ge in an ‘Us vs Them’ 
approach. The hateful 
sentiment is further 
triggered by labeling 
each other friends of 
Israel and/or India. 
This political polarisa-
tion has resulted in pol-
itics of indecency and a 
culture of loathing poli-
ticians with opposing 
viewpoints. This in 
turn leads to waging a 
constant tirade of abuse 
and name-calling at 
each other. To imagine 
polarised politicians 
having a dialogue — 
even though talks about 
a grand national one 
have toned down over 
the past few weeks — 

about the welfare of the 
common man seems 
absurd. It is hard to dete 
rmine whether this is 
real or pretend political 
polarisation. If it is not 
pretense, this political 
polarisation leads to a 
lack of bipartisan sup-
port over any law or 
bill. For instance, both 
the current goverment, 
and the joint opposition 

want Senate reforms 
and an end to horse-
trading. However, they 
will not sit together and 
bring a constitutional 
amendment to end 
Senate voting by secret 
ballot. Both sides have a 
problem with wealthy 
backers (also referred to 
as ATMs) of political 
candidates. Why is 
there no bipartisan 
support to work on the 
implementation of elec-
tion finance laws? It 
just goes to show that 

all these different issu 
es are picked up as 
mere political point sco 
ring whenever it suits 
their agenda. Therefore, 
a grand national dia-
logue is a mere front for 
the ‘tag, you are it’ 
game political parties 
are playing. You are it 
— your turn to try your 
hand at governance, to 
take the same crop of 
ministers and try to 
accomplish something 
new; your turn to cost 
the public exchequer 
billions of rupees with 
incompetence. The only 
discou rse will be on the 
personal interests of 
political heavyweights 
and why they need to 
be in power. There will 
be no offer of any policy 
backed by significant 
research — further 
down the kakistocracy 
rabbit hole we go.

Those in charge of 
the present kakistoc-
racy are aware of chal-
lenges faced by the com 
mon man. Those vying 
to form a new kakistoc-
racy for the umpteenth 
time are as well. The 
problem is a lack of con-
structive or practical sol 
utions for the challeng 
ed. How do you break 
up cartelisation? How 

do you revive a battered 
economy? How do you 
provide relief to stu-
dents and young pro-
fessionals seeking jobs? 
How do you make 
state-owned enter-
prises profitable? How 
do you end the vicious 
cycle of circular debt?

The only solution 
offered is a team wait-
ing to be in power and 
with the wave of a 
wand will fix all these 
issues. We, the people, 
are asked to trust this 
team consisting of 
familiar faces. Failure 
to live up to the trust 
will result in ‘not being 
given enough time to 
prepare’. It is the same 
old guard, under differ-
ent ministries, under 
new leadership, with 
the same crumbling 
bureaucracy.

After a new kakistoc-
racy is formed, the 
precedent is to discredit 
the mandate of this 
democratic kakistoc-
racy. Thus begins a 
movement of long-
march politics to topple 
one narcissist with 
another. Where are we, 
the people, in all of this? 
A country of 220 mil-
lion glued to our TV 
screens or out in rallies 

watching the same few 
people govern us. We 
watch as the ‘people 
first’ and ‘constitutional 
supremacy’ slogans 
give way to personal 
interests.

We, the people, also 
have a huge part to play 
in encouraging this 
politically polarised 
kakistocracy. We swoon 
over representatives of 
our side and only want 
accountability from the 
opposing side. We are 
okay with this politics 
of who-insulted-best in 
this war of words 
between politicians. We 
will continue to vote for 
the same faces instead 
of giving someone pro-
gressive a chance. We 
prefer false promises 
over actual research-
backed policies. 
Therefore, we are 
resigned to accept our 
fate of belonging to a 
democratic yet politi-
cally polarised kakis-
tocracy. The longing 
for a desperate need of 
a war of ideas and not 
words, continues.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Pasni receding 
into oblivion
PASNI is located along the Makran 
coast on the Arabian Sea about 450km 
from Karachi. It is a small fishing port 
in Gwadar district. This small city 
has an interesting and twisted his-
tory. The city was named Karzanabad 
after Lord Curzon who stayed here 
for a while. It was much laterthat the 
city was renamed Pasni.

The city was used as a gateway to 
enter India by none other than Alex 
ander. And due to its impressive fish-
ing port, the city was once a target of 
many nations, including the Portu 
guese, who burnt down the entire 
city and looted its inhabitants in the 
16th century. Some graves can be seen 
near the Deaghan area of Kalmati sol-
diers who sacrificed their lives while 
fighting against the invaders.

Today, the dwellers are mostly fish-
ermen, but Pasni has a rich history of 
significant contribution to Baloch art 
and literature. When it comes to art, 
Zubair Mukhtar’s name comes to 
mind, who, with his God-gifted abil-
ity, has won hearts all over the coun-
try with his 3D art at the Pasni beach.

Pasni is an ideal destination for 
tourists, but, unfortunately, it does 
not get the recognition it deserves. 
Astola Island, which is situated in the 

Arabian Sea about 25km from Pasni, 
is absolutely worth visiting.

The Juddi, Zahrain mountains and 
Deghan are the heart of Balochistan 
and can attract tourists from all parts 
of the world. Some nearby areas, like 
Shadi Kor, Gurrani and Kulanch, 
with their unique date palm trees are 
famous sites.

Unfortunately, this worthy city has 
been neglected for a long time. The 
youth of Pasni has gotten into drug 
addiction owing to the indifference 
shown by politicians. The city does 
not have a single educational institu-
tion or library worthy its salt. It is a 
pity that a city with such a rich his-
tory and tourism potential is reced-
ing into oblivion.

Abdullah Dawood Pasni
Published in Dawn News

F a r m e r s ’ 
movement and 
Indian elite
CORPORATE greed and exploita-
tion of the working class have 
become a reality. But, by joining 
hands against the ongoing farmers’ 
movement in India, the upper class 
has crossed all limits.

In the past, media and celebrities 
used to stand by the oppressed when 

capitalist forces were baying for 
blood of the working classes.

The media also used to stand firm 
and resolute against industrial and 
feudal classes that were considered 
the exploiters of peasants and work-
ers. But it is a massive tragedy that 
Indian media, especially the elec-
tronic media, and movie and sports 
celebrities are downgrading and 
maligning Indian farmers’ move-
ment and supporting the Indian gov-
ernment which has been safeguard-
ing the interests of the forces that 
exploit the working classes.

The farmers fighting for a common 
cause should have been fully sup-
ported by the media and celebrities. 
For the last three or four decades, the 
greedy nexus of corporate and politi-
cal elite in India has dislodged indig-
enous communities with small land-
holding to encroach upon their land.

The unending hunger for profit by 
industrialists and real estate business 
has rendered the farming communi-
ties landless and homeless. The 
Indian government’s business-
friendly and anti-farmer policies and 
laws have trapped millions of farm-
ers in debt and the media continu-
ously reports suicides by hundreds of 
desperate farmers because of desper-
ation. When farmers’ patience ran out 
after having faced exploitation and 
suffering for decades, they started a 

peaceful protest. At first the protest 
was played down.

But when despite harsh winter, the 
protest movement expanded against 
all hopes of the exploiting forces, the 
stooges of corporate India started 
calling the movement a ‘conspiracy’ 
by foreign forces.

Surprisingly, when international 
celebrities, impressed by the amazing 
unity and resilience of the Indian 
farmers’ movement, showed solidar-
ity with the protesting farmers, the 
Indian media as well as celebrities 
were let loose to counter the interna-
tional sentiment.

The Indian government has already 
lost its prestige and credibility as a 
secular democracy by enacting and 
implementing anti-Muslim and other 
anti-minority laws. By denigrating 
farmers’ movement, the Indian upper 
class has only contributed to its own 
downfall.

The celebrities and media houses 
in India that have chosen to stand 
with the exploiters have also badly 
tarnished their image and earned the 
ire of the farmers’ community in 
India, which always respects and 
honours its celebrities and always 
looks towards the media as a strong 
advocate of farmers’ rights.

Gulsher Panhwer
Johi
Published in Dawn

“The Bleak Prospects of Justice”
Sardar Mengal

On February 13, 2020 
grief and sorrows dom-
inated Balochi stan’s 
South western city of 
Noshki. In the morn-
ing, a vehicle is carry-
ing an armed gang. 
The gang roaming 
freely down the city 
and abruptly stops 
before a mud-walled 
house. One of the 
armed men opens fire 
and targets a young 
boy aged 22 years, a 
student of BS Zoology. 
The bullets sieve the 
chest of the victim. His 
mother cries come for-
ward and holds her 
son. Her son takes his 
last, deep, and irregu-
lar breaths in her lap.

The public witnessed 
the tragic incident. The 
police are there. People 
call for the arrest of the 
killer but the police 
reject it saying that 

they can go nowhere. 
Who is the murdered 
young boy?

Samiullah Meng al 
was a BS student at 
UoB Samiullah Meng 
al was a BS student at 
the University of 
Balochistan. He 
belonged to a humble 
family of Nushki. The 
cap of his brilliant edu-
cational career was full 
of feathers of excel-
lence. His poor father is 
a laborer who raised his 
son as an icon of hope 
not only for him but for 
the entire nation. He 
emerged as a young 
leader with undeniable 
potentials. Soon, he 
became a symbol of 
social activism.

Keeping this picture 
of Sami Mengal in the 
background, it is not 
difficult to deem his 
social status and impor-
tance. On 15 Nov 2020, 
the commissioner 

Rakhshan Divis ion 
called an open cou rt. 
As part of his social 
responsibility, Samiu 
llah Mengal recorded 
his complaint against 
drug dealers before the 
commissioner at 
Nushki, Baloch istan.

Commissioner Rakh 
shan division ordered 
an inquiry against nar-
cotics sale 

The commissioner 
ordered an inquiry 
about the case.

 The drug dealers 
started using their cov-
ert and overt means to 
neutralize the crucial 
stance which had 
threatened the survival 
of their heinous crime. 
Moreover, it was the 
time when speaking out 
against drug trafficking 
and dealing was not 
anywhere close to the 
norm. When every 
effort of drug dealers 
failed, they flocked to 

the home of Shaheed 
Samiullah Mengal and 
murdered the bench-
mark of courage and 
endurance, and escap 
ed safely as narrated in 
the beginning. The kill-
ing of Mengal was a 
major blow to peace-
loving people 

The tragic incident 
was a huge blow to the 
peace of the province in 
general and shattered 
the harmony in the dis-
trict in particular. The 
escape of the killers in 
light of the day gave 
birth to very serious 
questions. It fuelled the 
unrest and fanned the 
flames of dissension. 
People took to the 
streets and a new chap-
ter of rallies, lockdown 
strikes and social media 
outcry began. A wave of 
condemnation pre-
vailed across the social 
and political spectrum. 
It shook the slumbering 

conscience of the public. 
Holding the placards of 
&quot; I am Samiullah 
Mengal young students 
took the sacred oath of 
eradicating drugs from 
society and calling for 
justice.

With every passing 
day, the uncertainty 
and urgency increased. 
Unde rstanding the del-
icate grounds, the high-
est authorities of the 
province assured the 
mourners that the cul-
prits would be brought 
to book immediately.

The young generation 
is concerned 

The young generation 
is particularly con-
cerned, conscious, and 
confident about their 
position in this strug-
gle. The month of 
February has been 
attributed to Samiull 
ah Mengal and his mis-
sion. The great out-
comes of the drug erad-

ication mission are very 
encouraging, but the 
sad part of the story is 
still so even after a 
year. Where are the cul-
prits? How did they 
escape safely? Will jus-
tice be served? If yes, 
then how much time it 
will require? If not, 
then who will correct 
these blind-spots? The 
questions which erupt 
ed on 13 Feb 2020 are 
still demanding answ 
ers.

With every passing 
moment, these ques-
tions increase and 
demand answ ers more 
vehemently. The bleak 
prospects of justice lie 
behind the heap of 
questions.

“The Bleak Prospects 
of Justice”

The  author is stu-
dent of Medical at King 
Edward College Lahore

He can be reached at 
sdrjan72@gmail.com
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QUETTA: People buying fishes from road side setup stall in provincial capital. QV PHOTO

KARACHI: Begum Samina Arif Alvi Planting a Tree at Quaid e Azam Mazar Management 
Board Karachi. PID PHOTO

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) has called upon the government 
to withdraw the recent hike of Rs.1.95 
per unit in electricity across the board 
as it would put additional burden of 
around Rs.200 billion on consumers. 

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, President, 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry said that Pakistan needed to 
boost exports to get rid of foreign debt 
burden and attain sustainable eco-
nomic growth, however, the repeated 
increase in power tariffs would 
increase cost of doing business and 
make Pakistani products more uncom-
petitive in the international market 
leading to further decline in business 
activities and exports. 

He said that electricity was a major 
input for many SMEs and large scale 
manufacturing units, therefore, the 
hike in power tariff would hurt their 
business significantly that would 
damage our economy.  Sardar Yasir 

Ilyas Khan said that electricity cost in 
Pakistan was already considered high-
est in the region due to which it was 
difficult for our industry to compete 
effectively with regional competitors. 

He said that the business commu-
nity of the entire country had been 
urging the government since long to 
focus on cheap energy sources to bring 
down the cost of doing business, but 
their calls have not been given due 
consideration as yet. 

He said that already the people 
including the public sector employees 
were agitating against high inflation 
and it has badly squeezed their pur-
chasing power and made their lives 
miserable, therefore, further increase 
in electricity prices will further raise 
inflation, which could result into mas-
sive social unrest. He said that the 
recent hike would also affect lifeline 
consumers as they have not been 
spared from this unwise decision. 

Fatma Azim Senior Vice President 
and Abdul Rehman Khan Vice 
President ICCI said that the businesses 

were still struggling for survival due 
to the impact of Covid-19 pandemic 
and in these difficult circumstances, 
they needed more relief measures 
from the government for revival and 
growth.  However, instead of provid-
ing them any relief, the government 
was taking measures that would cre-
ate more problems for them. They said 
that the Prime Minister had announced 
a package of discounted tariffs for 

SMEs in November 2020 till June 2021, 
however, the repeated increase in elec-
tricity & gas tariffs and oil prices 
would thwart the government’s efforts 
for reducing the production cost for 
SMEs and the industrial sector. 

He urged that the government 
should reconsider its decision and 
withdraw the hike in electricity tariff 
to save businesses and the general 
public from further difficulties. 

ICCI calls for withdrawal of 
power tariff hike

IHC orders demolition of 
illegally constructed 
lawyers’ chambers

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) on Tuesday 
ordered demolition of 
illegally constructed 
chambers of lawyers 
on the premises of 
district courts in the 
capital in F-8 Markaz.

An IHC larger 
bench, headed by 
Chief Justice Athar 
Minallah, ruled: “The 
encroachments on 
any state land and any 
construction thereon 
in violation of the 
Ordinance of 1960 
and the rules or regu-
lations made there 
under are illegal, void 
and liable to be 
removed forthwith.”

“Since a small frac-
tion of the total num-
ber of members of the 
Islamabad District 

Bar are beneficiaries 
of the illegal construc-
tion of chambers, 
therefore, we are con-
fident that as a ges-
ture towards the 
actual stakeholders 
i.e. the general public, 
the members of the 
Bar will clear the ille-
gal construction and 
restore the playgro 
und for public use,” 
read a 30-page order 
issued by the bench.

The court ordered 
that in case the play-
ground is not restored 
by or before March 28, 
then the federal gov-
ernment and the 
Capital Development 
Authority will restore 
the playground for 
public use.

The bench directed 
the government to 
make “arrangements 
for holding a football 

tournament amongst 
students of public 
schools on the 
Pakistan Day i.e. 23rd 
of March 2021, to give 
tribute to the greatest 
lawyer of the sub con-
tinent and founder of 
the nation Quaid-e-
Azam Mohammad 
Ali Jinnah.”

The court directed 
the Islamabad District 
Bar to submit its pro-
posed plan to the 
Capital Development 
Authority for consid-
eration and approval 
in relation to lawyers’ 
plot.

Moreover, the IHC 
bench directed the 
government to com-
mence and complete 
the construction of the 
state of the art com-
plex of district courts 
without unnecessary 
delay.

Major setback to PML-N 
as AJK party president 

joins Muslim Conference
News Desk

MUZAFFARABAD: In a 
major setback to the 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz, the ruling party in 
Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir, PML-N Sardar 
Sikandar Hayyat on 
Friday joined All Jammu 
and Kashmir Muslim 
Conference.  

Sardar Sikandar 
Hayyat has joined as 
supreme head of the All 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference after 
parting his ways with the 
PML-N.

Hayyat was the found-
ing member of the PML-N 
in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir who also played 
his vital role in forming 
the current government 
of the PML-N in the val-
ley.

In his statement, Sardar 
Sikandar Hayyat said 
that the reconstruction of 
the All Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim 
Conference is essential 

for the restoration of the 
state’s identity.

He also invited his 
friends and supporters to 
join Muslim Conference.

Earlier on January 29, 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) vice 
president, Sardar Arzish 
along with his supporters 
had joined Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

Sardar Arzish had 
announced to join 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
after meeting with its 
chief organizer Saifullah 
Khan Niazi. The meeting 
was attended by PTI 
President AJK Sultan 
Mehmood and others.

Bestowing his confi-
dence in the leadership of 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Sardar Arzish had 
alleged that the ruling 
party of the AJK strength-
ened its ties with the Modi 
government and increase 
its family business rather 
than fighting for the just 
right of self-determination 
for the Kashmiris.

FIA DG Wajid 
Zia contracts 
coronavirus

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Director-
General of Federal Inve sti-
gation Agency (FIA) Wajid 
Zia on Tuesday contracted 
coronavirus positive.

According to the TV 
channel, the director gen-
eral’s Covid-19 test came 
back positive, after which 
he went into self-quaran-
tine.  The staff members at 
the FIA have also been 
undergoing tests after the 
development. Meanwhile, 
the coronavirus spread in 
Pakistan is appeared to be 
slowing down as the coun-
try after several months 
reported single-day infec-
tions below 1,000. 

At least 47 people lost 
their lives due to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic 
whereas 958 fresh cases 
were reported during the 
last 24 hours (Monday), 
showed the statistics relea 
sed by the National Comm 
and and Operation Centre.

CDA starts preparations 
to celebrate spring festival

News Desk

KARACHI: Provincial minister for Excise & Taxation 
and Narcotics Control Department &  Parliamentary 
Affairs Mukesh Kumar Chawla has directed all con-
cerned officers to make stern efforts for recovery of all 
taxes and achieve better results in collecting govern-
ment exchequer. 

This he said while presiding over a meeting here 
in his office. Secretary Excise Taxation & Narcotics 
Control Department Ajaz Memon, Director Generals 
Haji Saleem Bhutto, Muneer Ahmed Zardari and 
other directors also attended the meeting. He 
warned them that in case of non achievement of the 
tax targets, the departmental action would be taken 
against the concerned officer. 

The Provincial minister asked the Director 
General E & T to strictly monitor the situation of the 
recovery of arrears in all taxes and submit a report 
in this regard.

In the meeting, the overall performance of the 
regions was also reviewed in detail. The status of 
PMDU ( Prime Minister Delivery Performance Unit) 
complaints on Dashboard was also discussed. 

The meeting was informed that as many as 1167 
complaints were received, out of which 1022 were 
resolved, 59 complaints are escalated.

Sindh Minister for Excise & Taxation and Narcotics 
Control Department &  Parliamentary Affairs 
Mukesh Kumar Chawla asked the officers to speed 
up the recovery of the taxes and achieve more than 100 
percent tax targets before the current financial year 
ended.

Stern efforts should be 
made for recovery of all 

taxes. Chawla

Fog returns to blanket 
parts of Punjab; 4 die in 

Gujrat accidents
News Desk

LAHORE: Different sections of the motorway were 
closed while four people were killed in three accidents in 
Gujrat as fog engulfed Lahore and other parts of Punjab 
on Thursday night and Friday morning, forcing the clo-
sure of different sections of the motorway.

According to reports, as soon as the fog descended on 
the Punjab cities, sections of the motorway from Lahore 
to Sialkot, Lahore to Pindi Bhattian and Lahore to 
Sumundri were closed for traffic.

Giving a reason for the closure of these roads, spokes-
man for the motorway said that the step was taken to 
ensure the safety of the road users since visibility in 
these areas had dropped to even 50 meters. He coun-
selled the motorists to use fog lights.

Dense fog, reported from other parts of Punjab, 
including Okara, Sahiwal, Narowal, Pakpattan, 
Muzaffargarh, Sheikhupura, Gujranwala, Sargodha and 
Manga Mandi, brought routine life to a halt.

Sections of the motorway from Lahore to Abdul 
Hakim and Summundri to Pindi Bhattian were closed 
for all kinds of traffic. The dense fog also disrupted 
flights’ and trains’ schedules.

Four die in Gujrat accidents
Four people were killed while 10 others were injured 

in three road accidents on GT Road near Gujrat early 
Friday morning.

The dead and the injured were taken to Aziz Bhatti 
Shaheed Hospital.

Surge in Indian state 
terrorism in IIOJK 

condemned
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The AJK chapter of Mirwaiz-led Hurriyat 
forum has strongly condemned the surge in Indian state 
terrorism in Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir.

According to Kashmir Media Service, the forum in an 
extraordinary meeting held in Islamabad, today, and 
chaired by Convener, Syed Faiz Naqshbandi, also 
rejected Indian false propaganda against the Kashmir 
freedom movement and Hurriyat leaders by the Indian 
secret agencies.

Addressing the meeting, Syed Faiz Naqshbandi said 
the Indian repression cannot stop the Kashmiris from 
demanding their right to self-determination. People of 
IIOJK will continue their struggle till victory, he added.

He said, the condition of illegally detained Hurriyat 
leaders and activists in different Indian detention cen-
tres and jails is very pathetic. He appealed to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
other human rights organizations to take cognizance of 
the plight of Kashmiri political detainees.

The participants of the meeting appreciated the US 
statement and position wherein the United States State 
Department has clarified that there had been no change 
in America’s Kashmir policy and Washington still con-
siders Jammu and Kashmir as a disputed territory. They 
urged the international community to play role in 
resolving the Kashmir dispute in line with the UN reso-
lutions and aspirations of the Kashmiri people.

The participants of the meeting also demanded 
immediate release of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, who is con-
tinuously under house detention since 5th August 2019.

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The management of Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) has started preparations to celebrate 
the spring festival. 

In order to provide affordable and quality entertain-
ment facilities to the people of the city, traditional music 
including Santoor, Flute, Tabla, Dholki, Violin have also 
been introduced in the important markets of the city. 
The musical show will be performed on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday from 6 to 8 pm.

According to details, the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) to organize large-scale celebrations in 
collaboration with other government and non-govern-
ment agencies, including the Environment Department, 
to provide recreational facilities to the citizens of the 
federal capital on the occasion of Spring Festival. 

In this regard, in first phase, provide affordable and 
quality entertainment facilities to the citizens, the com-
pany has invited traditional musical instruments and 
musicians in the major markets of the city. Violins are 
being placed in Jinnah Supermarket and Santoor in 
Kohsar Market.

The authority will also hold a large-scale flower 
show in March to further enhance the colors of the 
Spring Festival, while instrumental music, theater, 
poetry and other events will be organized on the occa-
sion, for which local, national and International artists 
and poets will be invited. CDA administration says that 
the purpose of holding such events is to highlight the 
culture and traditions of the citizens by providing 
affordable, quality and positive recreational facilities to 
the citizens.

Land grabbing by 
CRPF triggers protest

news Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, people from Bran 
village of south Kashmir’s 
Islamabad district held a 
protest demonstration at 
Press Enclave in Srinagar 
against the forcible land 
grabbing by Indian para-
military Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) per-
sonnel. 

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the protest-
ers said that without any 
consultation with the 
locals, the CRPF has initi-
ated a process to occupy 
the grazing land compris-
ing 100 kanals. They added 
that this will prove disas-
trous for the locals as they 

graze their cattle in these 
fields from centuries and 
today they are being forci-
bly deprived of their land.

The protesters said that 
from past few days, CRPF 
troopers are visiting the 
said land and are demar-
cating it. 

“We raised the issue 
before Deputy Commi 
ssioner Islamabad but to 
no avail. Today we met 
Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir who assured us 
of action that will be in the 
interest of people,” they 
said. They said this land 
has walnut and other trees. 
“It is a grazing land and if 
it will be occupied by para-
military personnel, our 
cattle will die,” they 
warned.
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KARACHI: President Dr. Arif Alvi attending the concluding ceremony of the 7th edition of the Multinational Maritime 
Exercise, Aman-2021, hosted by Pakistan Navy. PID PHOTO

Commerce 
Adviser 

updates PM 
on trade 

prospects 
with 

Uzbekistan
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to 
prime minister on 
Commerce Abdul Razak 
Dawood called on Prime 
Minister Imran Khan here 
on Tuesday and briefed 
him about the trade poten-
tial existing between 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan.

The Commerce Adviser 
apprised the Prime 
Minister about his recent 
visit to the Central Asian 
state and gave a briefing 
about the prospects of 
bilateral trade.

QUETTA: PTI candidate for senate election`s Syed Zahoor Agha addressing a press conference. QV 
PHOTO

Monitoring Desk/INP 
NEWS

FAISALABAD: Ambas 
sador of Philippine to 
Pakistan Mr. Daniel 
Ramos Espiritu has 
said that his country is 
ready to import 14 mil-
lion dollar cement from 
Pakistan to undertake 
its gigantic infrastruc-
ture development pro-
ject of 260 billion dollar.

Addressing the busi-
ness community at 
Faisalabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 
(FCCI) on Tuesday, the 
Envoy said that bilat-
eral trade do not match 
with the actual poten-
tial of the Philippine 
and Pakistan and we 
must make collabo-
rated and serious 
efforts to enhance it up 
to the satisfactory level. 
He mentioned ups and 
down in bilateral trade 
during last decade and 
said that his objective 
to visit Faisalabad is to 
enhance volume of 
trade and investment 
between the two coun-
tries. 

Mr. Espiritu said that 
currently Philippine is 
exporting electronics, 

garments and auto 
parts to Pakistan. 
“Pakistan use auto 
parts for the assem-
bling of cars which are 
re-exported to earn for-
eign exchange” he said 
and added that 
Philippine is also 
importing rice from 
Pakistan as per capita 
consumption of rice in 
Philippine is more than 
China. He told that 
Philippine has 
launched reconstruc-
tion of infrastructure 
project and it needs 
cement is large quan-
tity. 

“We are planning to 
import it from Pakistan 
after its import from 
China and America”, he 
said and added that ini-
tially 14 million dollar 
cement will be 
imported from Pakistan 
while its quantity will 
be increased gradually. 
He appreciated the pro-
posal of President 
Engineer Hafiz 
Ihtasham Javed to 
enhance export of tex-
tiles, pharmaceuticals 
and rice and in this 
connection a conducive 
climate with maximum 
incentives will be 

offered to the new 
investors. 

The Philippine Envoy 
said that pharmaceuti-
cal industry in Pakistan 
is saturated and now it 
should established its 
new pharma units in 
Philippine from where 
they will have free 
access to 600 million 
population of ASEAN 
(Association of 
Southeast Asian 
Nations) block. About 
textile, he said that 
Pakistan has raw mate-
rial and skill to produce 
high quality textile 
products. 

“On the other hand 
Philippine has exper-
tise in fashion design-
ing coupled with mar-
ket access”, he said and 
added that both coun-
tries should club their 
expertise to give a 
quantum jump to their 
bilateral trade. He also 
endorsed the proposal 
of Engineer Hafiz 
Ihtasham Javed to send 
a delegation of FCCI to 
Philippine and assured 
full support in materi-
alizing this proposal. 

“The Pakistani 
exporters could have 
B2B meetings with their 

Filipino counterparts”, 
he said and added it 
will provide them an 
opportunity to criti-
cally explore the poten-
tial of Filipino markets. 
Continuing Mr. Daniel 
Ramos Espiritu said 
that Philippine is third 
largest human resource 
exporting country after 
China and India and 
many countries are 
demanding our human 
resource to develop 
their fishery and agri-
culture sectors. 

Earlier, Councilor of 
Philippine Mr. Fazil 
Sheikh said that 
Pakistan can get access 
to a huge market which 
will be more beneficial 
than America and EU. 

A documentary on 
the economic potential 
of Philippine was also 
screened. It explained 
that Pakistani invest-
ment in Philippine is 
around 67 million dol-
lar while Philippine has 
so far invested 217 mil-
lion dollar in Pakistan. 

President FCCI 
Engineer Hafiz 
Ihtasham Javed in his 
welcome address 
briefly introduced 
Faisalabad and FCCI 

and told that this city is 
iconic representation of 
textile sector which is 
contributing 65% share 
in total textile export of 
Pakistan. He said that 
Philippine should 
invest in CPEC related 
project which will also 
provide them an oppor-
tunity to export the 
surplus produce to the 
land locked central 
Asian estates. He said 
that Allama Iqbal 
Special Economic Zone 
is most suitable for for-
eign investors as 
Government of 
Pakistan has offered a 
number of incentives in 
addition to a tax holi-
day. 

Earlier question 
answer session was 
held which was partici-
pated by Engineer 
Ahmad Hassan and Mr. 
Muzammil Sultan. 

Later Senior Vice 
President Chaudhary 
Talat Mahmood offered 
vote of thanks while 
Engineer Hafiz 
Ihtasham Javed pre-
sented FCCI memento 
to Mr. Daniel Ramos 
Espiritu ambassador of 
Philippine.

Philippine to import 
cement worth $14mln from 

Pakistan: Envoy

Govt cuts 
passport 

fee by half
News Desk

ISLAMABAD): Interior 
Minister Sheikh Rasheed 
Ahmed announced on 
Tuesday that the govern-
ment has cut the fee for 
ten-year validity pass-
ports by 50 per cent.

Addressing a press 
conference, he asked peo-
ple to apply for passports 
that are valid for up to ten 
years in order to reduce 
the burden on passport 
office.

The minister said the 
network of NADRA 
offices will be expanded 
at tehsil headquarters 
level and the NADRA 
will issue 100,000 identity 
cards in a day.

About former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif’s 
passport expiring 
tonight, Sheikh Rasheed 
said the names of both 
the PML-N supremo and 
his daughter Maryam 
Nawaz have been on the 
ECL since August 2018.

He said the passports 

Model Bazaars to be 
established in every tehsil 

of Punjab: Aslam Iqbal

Masses being deceived 
in name of democracy 

for decades: Siraj
News Desk

MATIARI: Ameer 
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), 
Senator Sirajul Haq 
has said the ruling 
elite have been 
deceiving the masses 
in the name of democ-
racy for decades.

Addressing a 
reception in his honor 
on occasion of joining 
Jamaat-e-Islami by 
the known political 
personality of the 
area Syed Nadeem 
Jamoot in Matiari on 
Tuesday, he said the 
three political parties 
which ruled the coun-
try for years were 
alien to the concept of 
democracy. “Political 
parties act as a family 
club and one man 
show. There is no con-
cept of holding intra-
party elections amo 
ng them.” Siraj said 
and cited the example 

of recent ticket distri-
butions for Senate 
election where the 
three parties ignoring 
the merit gave prior-
ity to the relatives 
and friends. 

He said the farm-
ers, laborers and the 
poor and middle class 
should join hand to 
get rid of the corrupt 
system imposed on 
them by those who 
seek permission from 
Washington to make 
any decision. He said 
farmers in Sindh 
were worried due to 
heavy prices of agri-
inputs and other 
issues. The JI Chief 
said the PPP was the 
in-charge of the affai 
rs of the province for 
years but it did noth-
ing to improve the life 
standards of mass es, 
build infrastructure 
and provide basic 
health and education 

facilities to the com-
mon man. Karac hi 
became the most pol-
luted city in the world 
and millions of people 
were even dep rived 
of from the clea n 
drinking water faci 
lity, he said, holding 
the ruling parties res 
ponsible for the prob-
lems of the port city.

Earlier, the Siraj 
along with JI Deputy 
Emir Asadullah Bhut 
to and Sindh chapter 
Emir Muhammad 
Hussain Mehanti vis-
ited khanqa Mujadd 
adia Sarhandya Mati 
ari and held a meeting 
with its custodian Aga 
Ghulam Mujad did 
Sarhandi. It was agree 
d on occasion that 
Pakistan Masha ikh 
Ittehad Council led by 
Aga Sarhandi and 
Ulema Mashaikh Rab 
ta Council will make 
unanimous efforts.

Flats allotment 
procedure in LDA City 
approved as per PM’s 

vision: Dr. Firdous
News Desk

LAHORE: Special Assistant to Chief Minister on 
Information Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan has said that the 
provincial cabinet in line with the vision of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has approved the procedure of 
flats’ allotment in Lahore Development Authority 
(LDA) City Naya Pakistan Apartments, adding that 
the PTI government is fulfilling all its promises made 
to the public.

She expressed these views while addressing a press 
conference at 90-SQA here on Tuesday. Secretary 
Information Raja Jahangir Anwar and Director 
General Public Relations Ms Saman Rai were also pre-
sent on the occasion.  

Dr Firdous said the cabinet authorized the LDA to 
enter into an agreement with the Bank of Punjab, add-
ing that 4000 apartments will be constructed in the 
first phase and a special quota has been reserved for 
the journalists and lawyers as well. She said to facili-
tate more than 11 thousand low-grade employees, the 
cabinet decided to promote them in the next grade.

She said the cabinet approved the construction of a 
200-bed Mother & Child Hospital at the venue of the 
old grain market godown in Multan. The provincial 
cabinet also approved to set up two new cement plants 
in DG Khan and Mianwali which will help provide 
employment as well as investment opportunities, she 
said.

The Special Assistant to CM said that it was also 
decided in the meeting to give Health Professional 
and Special Healthcare allowance to the doctors of the 
Population Welfare Department besides constituting 
a high-level committee to review the regularization 
scheme of slums and make final recommendations in 
this regard. She said the cabinet approved the forma-
tion of the provincial drug monitoring team and draft 
Punjab Hepatitis Rules. The cabinet approved terms 
and conditions for the posts of registrar and controller 
of examinations in government universities, she said.     

She said the cabinet authorized the Infrastructure 
Development Authority Punjab to expedite work on 
the development projects in Islamabad. The cabinet 
approved the implementation of MIT Act in Mayo 
Hospital and King Edward Medical College along 
with the approval to amend the Punjab Medical 
Teaching Institutions (Reforms) Amendment ACT 
2020, she added.

Responding to a question, Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan 
said the political end of the opposition is nearer as 
March is approaching. The so-called royal family of 
Raiwind is in the habit of making lame excuses to flee 
the country for saving its skin from the court of law 
and the scion Mariyam is also making a false claim of 
surgery to evade the law, she said.

Dr Firdous said that every strategy of PDM has 
failed and the Senate defeat is looming large for the 
PDM, adding that as Imran Khan is busy in action 
against the corrupts, the PDM is making more excuses 
to avoid the law. She said the government is fully com-
mitted to conducting surgery of the corrupt leaders 
and Mariyam should explain first that what sort of 
surgery she requires. Is it mental or she needs eye sur-
gery because she is in the habit of hallucinations about 
the number of attendees in the meetings?

Earlier, the participants of the International 
Conference on Religious Freedom from the United 
States called on the Special Assistant to CM at her 
office and discussed matters of mutual interest. On 
this occasion, Dr Firdous said that Pakistan is a peace-
ful country and everyone here has religious freedom, 
adding that the government is taking steps to promote 
interfaith harmony. The visiting US delegation appre-
ciated the efforts of Pakistan for hosting the 
International Conference on Religious Freedom 2021.

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab 
Minister for Industries 
and Trade Mian Aslam 
Iqbal has said network of 
32 model bazaars are pro-
viding substantial relief 
to the buyers in different 
cities of the province and 
more model bazaars 
would be established in 
every tehsil of the prov-
ince. 

While addressing a 
gathering of party work-
ers at his camp office on 
Tuesday, he expressed the 
satisfaction that hun-
dreds of thousands of 
people benefit from the 
facility of model bazaars 
while thousands of petty 
shopkeepers are also 
earning their livelihood. 

Aslam Iqbal said that 
Chief Minister Usman 
Buzdar has given in-prin-
ciple approval to estab-
lish a Model Bazaar in 
every tehsil of the prov-
ince to expand the scope 
of model bazaars.

The farmers are 

allowed to directly sell 
their produce in model 
bazaars as free stalls are 
provided to them by the 
government, he added. 

The provincial minis-
ter further said that 309 
Ramadan bazaars will 
start functioning from 
Shaban 25 to provide 
essential items at subsi-
dized rates. The public 
interest will be protected 
as the welfare of the 
masses is very dear to the 
government, he stressed. 
He added that line 
departments are also acti-
vated to ensure availabil-
ity of edibles at govern-
ment rates and vowed 
that those creating artifi-
cial price-high will be 
made a horrible example. 

Crackdown against 
illegal profiteers and 
hoarders will be contin-
ued with full force as ille-
gal profiteering is equal 
to dacoity over the rights 
of the indigent stratum 
and no mafia will be 
allowed to do so, con-
cluded the minister.

Pakistan’s young 
climber makes it to 

Africa’s highest peak
INP NEWS

DODOMA,( Tanzania): 
A young climber from 
Pakistan has scaled 
Mount Kilimanjaro, the 
highest peak (5,895 
metres  or 19,341 ft) on 
the continent of South 
Africa.

23-year-old Asad Ali 
Memon reached the 
Mweka gate (finish 
point) at midnight 
between Feb 15-16 after 
climbing the Uhuru 
peak of Mt Kilimanjaro 
in the United Republic 

of Tanzania. He 
achieved this feat 
within 20 hours.

The young climber 
started his push for the 
summit from the 
Umbwe Gate (start 
point) early Monday 
morning and opted for 
the most challenging 
route to the summit, 
according to a statement 
issued by the Pakistan 
High Commission in 
Tanzania.

“His mission to trav-
erse the summit and 
return within one day 

Perween Rahman 
murder case: Court 

orders final arguments 
in next hearing

News Desk

KARACHI: The police produced five accused of 
Perween Rahman murder case in an anti-terrorism 
court here on Tuesday.

Police produced accused Rahim Swati, Imran 
Swati, Ahmad Khan, Amjad and Ayaz before the 
court.

The lawyers of the accused failed to appear in the 
court hearing.

The court ordered the lawyers to ensure their pres-
ence in the court in the next hearing of the case.

The Judge directed the lawyers to present their 
final arguments in the case and adjourned further 
hearing till  March 1st.

Perween Rahman, head of the Orangi Pilot Project 
(OPP), was gunned down near her office in Orangi 
Town on March 13, 2013. The police have arrested five 
accused in the high profile murder case.

The Supreme Court in a suo motu hearing last 
month had instructed the trial court to wrap up the 
trial proceedings within one month.

The apex court had earlier had noted with wonder 
that the trial had been experiencing delays for several 
months.

Portal for 
expeditious 

bank 
account 

opening of 
corporates 
launched

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Secu 
rities and Exchange Com 
mission of Pakistan (SEC 
P), in pursuit of its agenda 
to promote ease of doing 
business and digitaliza-
tion, has launched a por-
tal for expeditious bank 
account opening of newly 
registered companies. 

The online portal pro-
vides banks real time 
access to statutory 
records of companies, 
thus enabling them to 
open corporate accounts 
without seeking physi-
cally certified copies of 
statutory documents. 

The banks can access 
and verify company 
information directly from 
SECP’s records through 
this portal. The online 
availability of statutory 
records will reduce the 
turn-around-time for 
opening of corporate 
bank account or for avail-
ing other banking ser-
vices. On the other hand, 
it will facilitate banks in 
carrying out due dili-
gence of their corporate 
customers, for account 
opening and other ser-
vices.

By applying to the 
SECP, any bank can 
access the portal for cre-
ating their user accounts. 
Initially, this facility is 
being launched for pri-

FM Qureshi heads to 
Egypt on two-day visit

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Tuesday left 
for Egypt on a two-day 
visit on the invitation of 
his Egyptian counterpart.

In a video message 
before his departure, the 
foreign minister said 
there are vast opportuni-
ties of economic coopera-
tion between the two 
countries. He said he will 
hold talks with his 
Egyptian counterpart 
Sameh Hassan Shoukry 
on the entire spectrum of 
bilateral relations.

FM Qureshi noted that 
Egypt is an important 
country of Muslim 
Ummah and is called the 
gateway to Africa. 
Promoting trade relations 
with Africa is a priority of 
the government, he 
added.

He said during his stay 
in Egypt, he also intends 
to visit Jamia Al Azhar 
and our desire is to take 
advantage from their 
experiences in the field of 
education. He said he will 
also meet the business 
community in Egypt.

During his visit, 
according to the Foreign 
Office, FM Qureshi will 

hold detailed consulta-
tions with his Egyptian 
counterpart and call on 
other dignitaries. He will 
also interact with leading 
Egyptian businessmen 
and members of the 
Pakistani community.

Foreign Office spokes-
person Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri said the foreign 
minister’s visit is taking 
place against the back-
drop of meetings between 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and President 
Abdel Fattah Al Sisi; first, 
on the sidelines of 
Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) 
Makkah Summit in 2019, 
and then on the sidelines 
of the 74th Session of the 
UN General Assembly in 
New York in 2019.

During these meetings, 
he detailed, the two lead-
ers agreed to further 
strengthen bilateral coop-
eration and enhance 
high-level exchanges. 
Last year, the prime min-
ister also had a telephonic 
conversation with the 
Egyptian president 
regarding his ‘Global 
Initiative on Debt Relief’ 
for developing countries, 
which was supported by 
Egypt.


