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News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Planning, 
Development, Reforms 
and Special Initiatives 
Asad Umar has said 
that registration of citi-
zens 65 and above for 
getting Covid-19 vac-
cine has been opened.

In a tweet on Mon 
day, he said, “Pleased to 
announce that registra-
tion for getting covid 
vaccine is now open for 
all citizens 65 and 
above. Just write down 
ur CNIC number and 
send message on 1166. 
Inshallah vaccinations 
for this age group will 
start in March.”

The first consign-

ment of 0.5 million cor-
onavirus vaccines from 
China had arrived at 
Islamabad airport on 
board a special Pakistan 
Air Force (PAF) plane 
on Monday morning 
(February 1).

Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister (SAPM) 
on National Health 
Services Faisal Sultan 
received the Sinopharm 
vaccines at the airport.

Speaking to the 
media on the occasion, 
Dr Sultan said that ini-
tially the vaccine 
would be administered 
to the frontline health 
workers.

He praised the role 
of the NCOC, health 
workers and the pro-

vincial governments in 
the battle against the 
pandemic.

Sinopharm vaccine 
has reportedly 79 per 
cent efficacy rate 
against the Covid-19.

Earlier, on January 
12, 2021, Federal 
Minister for Planning, 
Development and Spe 
cial Initiatives Asad 
Umar had disclosed 
that the government 
had placed an order to 
purchase 1.1 million 
doses of coronavirus 
vaccine.

Addressing a news 
conference in 
Islamabad, Asad Umar 
had said the COVID-19 
vaccine from China 
would come to Pakistan 

soon.
Similarly, hardly a 

day ago, on Sunday 
(February 14), the 
British High Commiss 
ion in Pakistan had ann 
ounced that 17 million 
doses of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca Covid-19 
vaccine will reach 
Pakistan by April.

In a statement, the 
British High Comm 
ission had said: “The 
first consignment of 
seven million doses of 
AstraZeneca Covid 
vaccine will reach 
Pakistan before April.”

“Next 10 million 
doses of the vaccine 
will be dispatched to 
Pakistan before June,” 
said the statement.

Pakistan has 
secured 17 million 
doses of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca COVID-19 
vaccine under the 
COVAX arrangement. 
The COVAX facility is 
an initiative by the 
World Health 
Organisation to ensure 
the fair distribution of 
coronavirus vaccines 
around the world.

“AstraZeneca vac-
cine will benefit 
around 8.5 million 
Pakistani citizens,” the 
British mission said, 
and added, “Pakistan 
will receive overall 45 
million COVID-19 vac-
cine doses under the 
COVAX scheme this 
year.”

SP Sorab 
Balochistan 

removed 
over 

corruption 
charges

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The Inspector-
General of Police Balo 
chistan, Muhammad Rai 
Tahir has removed the 
Superintendent of Police 
Sorab Dost Muhammad 
Bugti over corruption 
charges. A video of polic 
emen taking extortion 
went viral on social 
media the other day.

This prompted the 
Balochistan Chief to 
remove the officer from 
his position. “Police chief 
has ordered an inquiry 
against Dost Muhammad 
Bugti”, the police spokes-
man said in a statement 
issued to the press on 
Monday evening.

Further action against 
the officer would be taken 
after completion of the 
inquiry

Further action against 
the accused would be 
taken after completion of 
an inquiry, he mentioned. 
This action on the part of 
the police chief has come 
few days after a deputy 
superintendent of police 
Khuzdar was terminated 
from service for the lat-
ter’s involvement in a 
robbery case.

The new police chief 
has issued a strict warn-
ing to corrupt elements 
within the department to 
avoid creating problems 
for the masses and taking 
extortions.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs meeting on essential commodities held at Islamabad.PID 
PHOTO

Registration of citizens 65, 
above for Covid-19 vaccine 

opens

Sepoy martyred in 
terrorists attack on FC 

check post in Balochistan: 
ISPR

Monitoring Desk/INP 
NEWS

RAWALPINDI: Sepoy 
Asad Mehdi was mar-
tyred in an exchange of 
fire with terrorists after 
they attacked a check 
post of FC Balochistan set 
up on N-85 Highway near 
Hoshab, district Kech late 
on Sunday night.

Inter Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said on 
Monday, the area had 
been cordoned off since 
then and all exit routes 
have also been blocked to 
apprehend the fleeing ter-
rorists while the search 
operation was also under-
way.  On December 26, 
2020, seven paramilitary 
soldiers were martyred in 
an in exchange of fire 

with terrorists in Baloc 
histan area of Harnai. 

According to Inter-Ser 
vices Public Relations (IS 
PR) statement, the terror-
ists targeted an FC check 
post in Harnai, which 
turned into a gun battle 
resulting in the martyr-
dom of seven soldiers 
while trying to repulse 
the terrorists’ attack. 

Similarly, on January 3 
this year, a group of arm 
ed men attacked a mine 
in Balochistan’s Machh 
area and left behind a 
trail of horror. Police said 
the terrorists took the 
coalminers to the nearby 
mountains where they 
opened fire on them, kill-
ing 11 of them. 

According to Levies 
sources, unidentified 
gunmen opened fire at 
Machh coalminers which 
resulted in several deaths 
and injuries to five others. 
Heavy contingents of 
police, paramilitary force 
and officials of the local 
administration rushed to 
the site in Machh, about 
48 kilometres east of 
Quetta.

Multan Sultans captain: 
Rizwan replaces Shan 

Masood

Polling for 
Malir by 

election in 
PS-88 today

News Desk

KARACHI: The election 
commission on Monday 
finalized arrangements 
for by election at Sindh 
Assembly’s PS-88 constit-
uency in Karachi.

The polling for the by 
election on PS-88 Malir 
will be held on February 
16 (today).

The constituency fell 
vacant due to the death of 
Pakistan Peoples’ Party 
(PPP) MPA from Malir 
and provincial minister 
Ghulam Murtaza Baloch 
due to the novel coronavi-
rus infection in June last 
year.

Total 20 candidates inc 
luding 16 independents 
have been in the field for 
the by election.

People’s Party has 
awarded party ticket to 
Muhammad Yousuf Baloc 
h, while the MQM has 
fielded Sajid Ahmed, PTI 
Jansher and the TLP Syed 
Kashif Ali as party candi-
dates. According to the 
election commission, Sin 
dh Assembly constitency, 
PS-88, have total 1,45,627 
votes including 81,425 
male voters and 64,202 
female voters. The ECP 
has set up 108 polling sta-
tions in the constituency.

CPEC Gwadar are game 
changer for Pakistan: FM 

Qureshi
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi says India has 
nuclearized the Indian 
Ocean and continues to 
induct advanced weap-
ons systems and naval 
delivery platforms in 
pursuit of its hegemonic 
designs.

Addressing the 
International Maritime 
Conference in Karachi on 
Monday, he said the 
Indian Ocean offers 
promising potential for 
mutual cooperation and 
collaboration. But geo-
strategic competition and 
the pursuit of military 
dominance by some 
States have gravely jeop-
ardized that potential.

He said in the light of 
these developments, 
Pakistan will continue to 
take all necessary meas-
ures to ensure its security 

and to maintain credible 
minimum deterrence.

Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said China-
Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) and 
development of the 
Gwadar Port are game-
changing projects that 
have further enhanced 
the geo-economic signifi-
cance of Pakistan. The 
Gwadar Port has the 
potential to develop into a 
full-fledged regional hub 
and a trans-shipment 
port.

The Foreign Minister 
said the present govern-
ment has enhanced focus 
on the development of 
maritime sector as a pri-
ority area. He said we 
have taken a number of 
initiatives to transform 
Pakistan’s ports into 
regional transshipment 
hubs, including by up-
gradation of port infra-
structure.

Senate polls: ECP seeks 
FIA help to check dual 

nationality of candidates
INP NEWS

PESHAWAR: Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) Khyber Pakhtu 
nkhwa (KP) chapter has 
sought help from the 
Federal Investigation Age 
ncy (FIA) to check on dual 
nationality of the candi-
dates contesting the upc 
oming Senate polls, 
sources said on Monday. 

The list of candidates 
contesting polls from 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has been forwarded to the 
FIA, said sources. The 
Federal Investigation 
Agency has started an 
investigation into the 
matter after receiving a 
list comprising 27 names 
of the candidates.

Last week, it was 
learned that the Senate 
candidates selected by 
various political parties 
in the country would 
have to get a clearance 
from National Accoun 
tability Bureau (NAB).

According to sources, 
the Election Commission 

of Pakistan will finalize 
lists of the candidates 
nominated by political 
parties for the election 
scheduled on March 03 
and will send them to the 
NAB for a scrutiny pro-
cess.

On Sunday, Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
had announced that at 
least 100 candidates have 
submitted their nomina-
tion papers so far for con-
testing the election on 
Senate vacant seats.

According to Election 
Commission officials, 17 
candidates have filed 
their nomination papers 
from Punjab, 22 from 
Sindh, 30 from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 25 from 
Balochistan and six from 
Islamabad.

A total of forty-eight 
senators will be elected 
this time including 12 
each from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan, while eleven 
each from Punjab and 
Sindh and two from 
Islamabad.

First polio case of 
2021 confirmed in 

Qilla Abdullah
INP NEWS

CHAMAN: With 
Pakistan struggling to 
eradicate the crippling 
disease, the first polio 
case of the year 2021 
was confirmed in 
Balochistan’s Qilla 
Abdullah district on 
Monday.

Health officials con-
firmed a 28-year-old 
boy was found to be 
afflicted with the crip-
pling disease in Qilla 
Abdullah UC-1.

It is pertinent men-
tion here that the first 
anti-polio drive of 
2021 achieved 98 per 
cent of the set target 
across Pakistan. Accor 
ding to a report com-

piled by the Anti-Polio 
Task Force, the drive 
received an over-
whelming response 
and with the coopera-
tion of the parents 98 
per cent target of the 
drive was achieved.

Over 40 million chil-
dren under the age of 
5 years were adminis-
tered anti-polio drops 
by the vaccinators.

99 per cent of the 
target of vaccinating 
the children against 
the crippling disease 
was achieved in 
Punjab and Sindh 
provinces, while 96pc 
and 95pc targets were 
achieved in 
Balochistan and KP 
respectively.

Earthquake of 
magnitude 3.9 

jolts Swat, sur-
roundings

News Desk

SWAT: An earthquake of 
mild intensity jolted dif-
ferent areas of Swat on 
Monday.

According to details, 
tremours measuring 3.9 
on Richter scale were felt 
in Swat, Mingora and 
other surroundings areas.

People of the areas 
where quake was felt 
rushed out of their homes 
in panic. However, no 
causalities or property 
damages were reported 
from anywhere.

According to 
Seismological Centre, the 
epi-centre of quake was 
in Hindu Kush mountain 
range at depth of 138 kilo-
metres.

Sports Reporter

QUETTA: Muhammad 
Rizwan has replaced 
Shan Masood as the cap-
tain of Multan Sultans 
few days before the sea-
son six Pakistan Super 
League (PSL).

Rizwan, who is also 
the national team’s first-
choice wicketkeeper and 
vice-captain, has argua-
bly been the highlight of 
Pakistan’s cricket this 
past year, scoring runs 
all over the world includ-
ing in bowler-friendly 
conditions of Australia 
and New Zealand. He 
was also the top-scorer in 
two of the three Twenty20 
international matches in 
the recently concluded 
series against South Afri 
ca and was also named 
Player of the Series in 
both Tests and T20Is for 
his ravishing performan 
ces with the bat and 
gloves. He was part of 
the Karachi Kings’ squad 
in last year’s PSL but was 

kept on the bench for the 
entirety of the tourna-
ment’s fifth edition and 
could prove to be a costly 
slip for the defending 
champions as his heavy 
striking game has 
improved considerably 
over the past year.

Commenting on Rizw 
an’s captaincy, Multan 
Sultans owner Alamgir 
Khan Tareen said the 
wicketkeeper-batsman 
has “shown exemplary 
leadership qualities with 
the Pakistan team as well 
as with Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa in domes-
tic tournaments”.

“He is presently one of 
the very best in the world 
in his position and we 
are excited to have him 
lead our team,” Tareen 
said in a statement 
shared by the franchise 
on Twitter.

The owner also express 
ed his gratitude to for-
mer captain Masood for 
“leading the franchise 
exceptionally well last 
season and for instilling 
a winning mentality 
within the team”.

Sadiq Sanjrani accepts 
resignation of senator 

Sitara Ayaz

KARACHI: Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi addressed at 9th International Maritime 

Conference 2021 At National Institute of Maritime 
Affairs, Karachi

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Senate 
Chairman Sadiq Sanjr 
ani has accepted resig-
nation of a senator Sita 
ra Ayaz on Monday 
who had tendered her 
resignation Sunday.

Senator Sitara Ayaz 
had sent her resigna-
tion to the Upper 
House chairman 
Sadiq Sanjrani yester-
day.

The Senate Secret 
ariat apprised the 
Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) 
regarding the resig-
nation of senator 
Sitara Ayaz.

 The commission 
was informed that 
Ayaz’s seat should be 
declared vacant after 
the approval of her 
resignation by the 

Senate chairman.
Ms Ayaz’s resigna-

tion was submitting 
at a time when the 
government is going 
to hold polls on 48 
seats of the Senate on 
March 3.

Sitara from Swabi 
had been elected as 
the senator represent-
ing Awam National 
Party (ANP) and she 
had also served as a 
minister in the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) cabinet from 
2008 to 2013.

However, the polit-
ical party had 
expelled Sitara in 
October 2019 after 
terminating her basic 
membership follow-
ing the charges of 
violating the ANP 
constitution and dis-
cipline.

RAWALPINDI: Ambassador of Germany Bernhard Schlagheck, Federal Minister of 
States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON), Sahibzada Muhammad Mehboob Sultan and 
others pose for a group photo during inauguration ceremony of the ‘Urban Cohesion 

Hub’ in Rawalpindi. INP PHOTO



Tuesday February, 16, 2021 DAILY QUETTA VOICE Page# 02

Since the announcement of results by the 
Pakistan Medical Commission (PMC), 
students of Balochistan have been pro-
testing for the restoration of medical 
seats. The students complain the PMC 
decreased the number of medical seats 
for the province from 134 to only 14.
Almost five decades ago, the federal gov-
ernment had reserved medical seats for 
the students of Balochistan in the higher 
education commission to provide them 
an equal better academic atmosphere.
Balochistan is lagging behind other prov-
inces in key social-indicators 
The province that covers half of the coun-
try in terms of area is lagging behind other 
provinces in terms of key social indicators 
including education. Educational institu-
tions paint a bleak picture in Balochistan 
when it comes to quality education.
In view of backwardness and poor quality 
of education, the federal government had 
given some concessions to students of 
Balochistan the erstwhile FATA. Since the 
establishment of Bolan Medical College in 
the 1970s,  shining students from Balochist 
an used to study on provincial quota at 
Nishtar Medical College, King Edward 
College, and other prestigious medical 
institutions.
Balochistan seats in Punjab’s prestigious 
medical institutions
The former chief minister Punjab, Shehbaz 
Sharif doubled reserved seats of medical 
students from 11 to 22 for Balochistan in 
2008. The students getting better score 
would get a chance to study in the well-
reputed medical institutions.
However, the Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 
led government in Punjab has asked the 
students from Balochistan to study in Dera 
Ghazi Khan medical college rather than 
the prestigious institutions. This has 
prompted the students to stage protest 
demonstrations. Balochistan students 
called on the Punjab law minister to mount 
pressure on the government to restore 
their admissions to King Edward and 
other institutions. Balochistan has three 
medical colleges Balochistan has only 
three functional medical colleges includ-
ing the Bolan Medical College, Khuzdar 
Medical College, and Loralai Medical 
College. One military-run Quetta Institute 
of Medical Sciences (QIMS). Although, 
the BMC administration deserves appre-
ciation for increasing seats of MBBS this 
year. However, students of the province 
need the attention of the federal govern-
ment in general and PMC in particular 
for the restoration of 134 seats of MBBS. 
Poor governance coupled with deteriorat-
ing law and order situation has com-
pounded the problems of the people of 
Balochistan during the last two decades. 
Students are not an exception indeed.
The federal government and Punjab gov-
ernment must come up with a solution to 
issues faced by students of Balochistan. 
The Balochistan government should also 
go beyond statements and practically 
convince the two governments to restore 
the medical seats of Balochistan.

Balochistan students 
demand restoration of 

medical seats

China’s resilient economy
Dr Talat Shabbir 
China’s economic 

rise enhances its 
political leverage 
across the global 
landscape with 
states

Latest facts and 
figures related to 
China’s economy 
suggest that China 
is in the lead 
amongst major 
economies that 
went into the coro-
n av i r u s - i nduc e d 
slump but are now 
recuperating from 
its effects. With the 
Covid-19 outbreak, 
situation became 
precarious and 
Chinese economy 
faced the worst con-
traction in 30 years. 
For Chinese leader-
ship, it was an enor-
mous undertaking 
to get the economy 
up and running 
during the pan-
demic, coupled 
with falling indus-
trial output, shrink-
ing investments 
and acute jobless-
ness as major chal-
lenges. China’s 

swift recovery has 
nearly surprised all 
its opponents who 
would deliberate 
over possible ways 
of containing 
China’s economic 
power. Perhaps, 
some antagonistic 
quarters were wish-
ing to see China’s 
economic stability 
decline. But China 
made a startling 
comeback. 

The Chinese 
leadership’s excite-
ment over fresh 
figures makes 
sense. China’s 
National Bureau of 
Statistics shared 
that China’s GDP 
rose to ¥101.5 tril-
lion ($14.7 trillion) 
with 6.5% growth 
in the last quarter 
of 2020. 
Interestingly, in 
the last quarter of 
2020, China’s infor-
mation transmis-
sion, software and 
information tech-
nology services 
show 19.7% and 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
sector shows a 7.3% 

growth. The pri-
mary, secondary 
and tertiary indus-
tries also show 
4.1%, 6.8% and 6.7% 
growth, respec-
tively. 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y, 
when due to the 
pandemic, coun-
tries were experi-
encing low exports, 
Chinese exports 
were hitting an all-
time high of $2.6 
trillion. Despite the 
trade war with the 
United States, 
China’s trade sur-
plus with the US 
was recorded at 
$316.9 billion. Due 
to resilient econ-
omy and invest-
ment prospects, 
China regained the 
title of the world’s 
top destination for 
foreign invest-
ments, which 
reached over $129.5 
billion towards the 
end of 2020 — more 
than the invest-
ments of the previ-
ous year. Though 
FDI flows fell to 
30-40% in 2020, 

China’s FDI statis-
tics remained sta-
ble. China’s share 
to world economy 
is expected to rise 
to 17% with nearly 
30% of contribution 
to global growth. 
China showed sus-
tainability in eco-
nomic growth 
when the whole 
world was facing 
an economic 
decline in the wake 
of the pandemic. 
According to the 
World Economic 
Outlook the pro-
jected growth rate 
for China in 2021 
stands at 8.1%, 
which is due to 
economic infra-
structure that 
China was able to 
build over time.

What advantage 
does China’s econ-
omy enjoy when it 
comes to a sudden 
collapse and swift 
recovery? In the 
wake of reforms 
and opening up, 
the Chinese econ-
omy developed 
great potential and 

has the capacity to 
sustain sudden 
contractions and 
decline. This 
capacity mostly 
depends on huge 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
capacity, large 
domestic markets 
and enormous 
investment poten-
tials. President Xi 
Jinping, while 
describing China’s 
economic poten-
tial, referred to its 
great economic 
resilience, strong 
vitality and large 
space for manoeu-
ver. 

Needless to say 
China’s economic 
rise enhances its 
political leverage 
across the global 
landscape with 
states and interna-
tional political and 
financial institu-
tions. Great powers 
and major econo-
mies of the world 
have greater 
responsibilities in 
transforming the 
world and shaping 
mankind’s future. 

The pandemic’s 
negative impact on 
population, busi-
nesses and liveli-
hood was enor-
mous. An impor-
tant lesson drawn 
from the pandemic 
is that global eco-
nomic and health 
structures were 
vulnerable and 
global response 
mechanism looked 
substantially weak. 
It is, therefore, 
incumbent upon 
major powers and 
economies to carry-
out in-depth 
appraisal of short-
comings and vul-
nerabilities and 
come up with a 
workable global 
action plan. 
President Xi too 
called upon major 
economies to take 
collective action to 
restore confidence 
for global economic 
r e c o v e r y . 
Meanwhile, there is 
something to learn 
from China’s resil-
ient economic 
model.

Pakistan and the Rule of Law Index 2020
Jahangir Kakar
The worst perform-
ing sectors are 
order and security, 
system of civil jus-
tice and the state of 
fundamental rights

The Rule of Law 
Index 2020 places 
Pakistan at 120th 
of the total 128 
countries of the 
world, regressing 
by one more point 
than we were in 
2019. The Rule of 
Law Index 
Framework classi-
fies performance of 
countries based on 
the outcomes 
which the rule of 
law could result in, 
if it were to be 
there.

The framework 
sets two principles 
that regulate rela-
tion between the 
state and the citi-
zenry. The first 
principle of rela-
tionship studies 
whether the law 
imposes limita-
tions on the exer-
cise of power by 
the state and its 
agents while the 
second principle 
studies how the 

state fulfils its 
basic functions 
towards its people 
so that public inter-
est is served with 
f a i r n e s s . 
Combining the two 
factors, the frame-
work culminates in 
calling the rule of 
law as the collec-
tive respect and 
protection of the 
fundamental rights 
of the people.

As per the index, 
the worst perform-
ing sectors in the 
realm of rule of 
law in Pakistan 
turn out to be order 
and security, sys-
tem of civil justice, 
the state of funda-
mental rights, reg-
ulatory enforce-
ment and absence 
of corruption.

In the factor of 
order and security, 
the country has 
been positioned at 
126 off 128 coun-
tries of the world 
with Nigeria and 
Afghanistan fol-
lowing at positions 
127 and 128. The 
measuring basis 
for order and secu-
rity as per the 
framework are how 

effectively the 
crime is controlled, 
measures for con-
trolling the people 
from armed con-
flict with each 
other and how 
effective is the gov-
ernance system in 
limiting the people 

from resorting to 
armed conflict to 
settle their mutual 
grievances.

The next worst 
performing sector 
is how effective 
civil justice system 
is where the coun-
try is placed at 
118th out of 128 
positions. The per-
formance in this 
sector means how 
effectively the peo-
ple can access and 
afford justice with-
out having to incur 

heavy fees, facing 
procedural barri-
cades, etc. Further 
sub-factors which 
evaluate the civil 
justice system are 
the absence of 
unreasonable delay 
in justice, the ele-
ment of corruption, 
absence of govern-
ment or political 
influence and the 
presence of alter-
nate dispute reso-
lution mechanism.

The performance 
in the realms of 
fundamental rights 
and regulatory 
enforcement posi-
tion the country at 
115th out of 128 
positions. The fac-
tor of regulatory 
enforcement pre-
sents a graphic 
summary of the 
government’s per-
formance and the 
efficacy of its gov-
ernance system. 
The performance is 
measured through 
the sub-factors of 
how effectively 
government regu-
lations are 
enforced, how 
quickly the gov-
ernment reacts to 
certain issues that 

call its writ in 
question, and how 
far fairness and 
due process of law 
is adopted in mak-
ing these reactions, 
and if wron ged, 
whether a system 
of compenstion 
exists or otherwise.

The performance 
in the realm of fun-
damental rights is 
measured through 
sub-factors of 
absence of any 
kind of discrimina-
tion, right to life 
and security of a 
person, due pro-
cess in managing 
criminal suspects 
of the society, 
guarantee as to 
freedom of opin-
ion, expression and 
religion, freedom 
of assembly and 
association and 
insurance of the 
fundamental rights 
of labour.

In the factor of 
absence of corrup-
tion, the country 
has regressed to 
116th position out 
of 128 in 2020. The 
performance in this 
sector is an inter-
esting study that is 
based on whether 

the politicians, civil 
servants, officials 
of the judiciary, 
and officers of the 
army use their pub-
lic offices for per-
sonal gains or oth-
erwise.

The Rule of Law 
Index 2020 must 
not be taken as 
another sinister 
and wicked global 
design to tarnish 
our chauvinistic 
aspirations. It is an 
analytical dissec-
tion into our over-
all state perfor-
mance in the triplet 
realms of judiciary, 
executive and the 
legislature which 
require a collective 
and not a stratified 
approach in 
redressing our 
institutions to 
deliver the ultimate 
good, which is 
serving the public 
interest.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.

The writer is a 
civil servant based 
in Quetta

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Pasni receding into oblivion
PASNI is located along the Makran coast on the Arabian Sea 
about 450km from Karachi. It is a small fishing port in Gwadar 
district. This small city has an interesting and twisted history. 
The city was named Karzanabad after Lord Curzon who 
stayed here for a while. It was much laterthat the city was 
renamed Pasni.

The city was used as a gateway to enter India by none other 
than Alexander. And due to its impressive fishing port, the 
city was once a target of many nations, including the 
Portuguese, who burnt down the entire city and looted its 
inhabitants in the 16th century. Some graves can be seen near 
the Deaghan area of Kalmati soldiers who sacrificed their 
lives while fighting against the invaders.

Today, the dwellers are mostly fishermen, but Pasni has a 
rich history of significant contribution to Baloch art and liter-
ature. When it comes to art, Zubair Mukhtar’s name comes to 

mind, who, with his God-gifted ability, has won hearts all 
over the country with his 3D art at the Pasni beach.

Pasni is an ideal destination for tourists, but, unfortunately, 
it does not get the recognition it deserves. Astola Island, which 
is situated in the Arabian Sea about 25km from Pasni, is abso-
lutely worth visiting.

The Juddi, Zahrain mountains and Deghan are the heart of 
Balochistan and can attract tourists from all parts of the 
world. Some nearby areas, like Shadi Kor, Gurrani and 
Kulanch, with their unique date palm trees are famous sites.

Unfortunately, this worthy city has been neglected for a 
long time. The youth of Pasni has gotten into drug addiction 
owing to the indifference shown by politicians. The city does 
not have a single educational institution or library worthy its 
salt. It is a pity that a city with such a rich history and tourism 
potential is receding into oblivion.
Abdullah Dawood
Pasni
Published in Dawn News

“The Bleak Prospects of Justice”
Sardar Mengal
On February 13, 
2020 grief and sor-
rows dominated 
Balochistan’s South 
western city of 
Noshki. In the 
morning, a vehicle 
is carrying an 
armed gang. The 
gang roaming 
freely down the city 
and abruptly stops 
before a mud-
walled house. One 
of the armed men 
opens fire and tar-
gets a young boy 
aged 22 years, a 
student of BS 
Zoology. The bul-
lets sieve the chest 
of the victim. His 
mother cries come 
forward and holds 
her son. Her son 
takes his last, deep, 
and irregular 
breaths in her lap.

The public wit-
nessed the tragic 
incident. The police 
are there. People 
call for the arrest of 
the killer but the 
police reject it say-
ing that they can go 
nowhere. Who is 

the murdered 
young boy?

Samiullah Meng 
al was a BS student 
at UoB

Samiullah Meng 
al was a BS student 
at the University of 
Balochistan. He 
belonged to a hum-
ble family of 
Nushki. The cap of 
his brilliant educa-
tional career was 
full of feathers of 
excellence. His 
poor father is a 
laborer who raised 
his son as an icon of 
hope not only for 
him but for the 
entire nation. He 
emerged as a young 
leader with undeni-
able potentials. 
Soon, he became a 
symbol of social 
activism.

Keeping this pic-
ture of Sami 
Mengal in the back-
ground, it is not 
difficult to deem 
his social status 
and importance. 
On 15 Nov 2020, the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r 
Rakhshan Division 
called an open 

court. As part of his 
social responsibil-
ity, Samiullah 
Mengal recorded 
his complaint 
against drug deal-
ers before the com-
missioner at 
Nushki, Baloch 
istan.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Rakhshan division 
ordered an inquiry 
against narcotics 
sale 

The commis-
sioner ordered an 
inquiry about the 
case.

 The drug dealers 
started using their 
covert and overt 
means to neutral-
ize the crucial 
stance which had 
threatened the sur-
vival of their hei-
nous crime. 
Moreover, it was 
the time when 
speaking out 
against drug traf-
ficking and dealing 
was not anywhere 
close to the norm.

When every 
effort of drug deal-
ers failed, they 
flocked to the home 

of Shaheed 
Samiullah Mengal 
and murdered the 
benchmark of cour-
age and endurance, 
and escaped safely 
as narrated in the 
beginning.

The killing of 
Mengal was a 
major blow to 
peace-loving peo-
ple 

The tragic inci-
dent was a huge 
blow to the peace 
of the province in 
general and shat-
tered the harmony 
in the district in 
particular. The 
escape of the kill-
ers in light of the 
day gave birth to 
very serious ques-
tions. It fuelled the 
unrest and fanned 
the flames of dis-
sension. People 
took to the streets 
and a new chapter 
of rallies, lockdown 
strikes and social 
media outcry 
began. A wave of 
condemnation pre-
vailed across the 
social and political 
spectrum. It shook 

the slumbering 
conscience of the 
public. Holding the 
placards of &quot; I 
am Samiullah 
Mengal young stu-
dents took the 
sacred oath of 
eradicating drugs 
from society and 
calling for justice.

With every pass-
ing day, the uncer-
tainty and urgency 
increased. Unde 
rstanding the deli-
cate grounds, the 
highest authorities 
of the province 
assured the mourn-
ers that the culprits 
would be brought 
to book immedi-
ately.

The young gener-
ation is concerned 

The young gener-
ation is particu-
larly concerned, 
conscious, and con-
fident about their 
position in this 
struggle. The 
month of February 
has been attributed 
to Samiullah 
Mengal and his 
mission.

The great out-

comes of the drug 
eradication mission 
are very encourag-
ing, but the sad 
part of the story is 
still so even after a 
year. Where are the 
culprits? How did 
they escape safely? 
Will justice be 
served? If yes, then 
how much time it 
will require? If not, 
then who will cor-
rect these blind-
spots? The ques-
tions which erupt 
ed on 13 Feb 2020 
are still demanding 
answ ers.

With every pass-
ing moment, these 
questions increase 
and demand answ 
ers more vehe-
mently. The bleak 
prospects of justice 
lie behind the heap 
of questions.

“The Bleak 
Prospects of 
Justice”

The  author is stu-
dent of Medical at 
King Edward 
College Lahore

He can be reached 
at sdrjan72@gmail.
com
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ISLAMABAD: Activists of All Pakistan WAPDA Hydro Electric Workers Union hold a protest in favor of their demands outside NPC. INP PHOTO

HYDERABAD :  Students busy in solving their papers during  entry test for the admission in the course 
of Physiotherapy, pharmacy, Nursing, Medical Technologists in Liaquat University of Medical & Health 

Sciences (LUMHS) Jamshoro

Monitoirn gDesk

ISLAMABAD: President Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
Sardar Masood Khan has 
urged Muslim states like 
Malaysia to unite against the 
worst Islamophobia and help 
stop the genocide of Muslims 
in Indian occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IOJK).

Addressing a webinar 
organized by Malaysia-based 
Malaysian Consultative 
Council for Islamic 
Organization (MAPIM) on the 
latest situation of occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir, he said 
that we are thankful to the 
government and the people of 
Malaysia particularly former 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamed and the influential 
organizations like MAPIM for 
unequivocally declaring their 
support to Pakistan and the 

people of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Sardar Masood said we are 
thankful to the people and 
government of Malaysia for 
being a robust voice for the 
Kashmiris and added that for-
mer Prime Minister, Mahathir 
Mohammad in his address to 
the UN General Assembly 
strongly denounced India’s 
invasion and reoccupation of 
Kashmir and called for the 
settlement of the dispute 
under UNSC resolutions.

He said that civil society 
organizations like MAPIM 
have acted as a catalyst for 
internationalizing the issue of 
Kashmir and also garnering 
support for the Kashmiris in 
the ASEAN Parliaments and 
at masses level.

“The main issue we should 
focus on is the mass settle-
ment of Hindus from all over 

India into IOJK. Over two mil-
lion Hindus have been given 
state citizenship.  This level of 
importation of foreign nation-
als in a disputed territory has 
not been seen in modern his-
tory. Demographic change in 
IOJK is the prime objective of 
the BJP-RSS regime in India,” 
Khan said.

The AJK President exhorted 
that our friendly countries 
need to understand that 
Jammu and Kashmir had 
never been nor is a part of 
India. On the contrary, India 
acting as an aggressor state, 
and its one million troops 
deployed in the occupied 
Kashmiri are brutalizing the 
Kashmiri people simply 
because they are Muslims and 
followers of Islam.

He maintained that one 
million Indian troops, armed 
to the teeth have besieged the 

Kashmiri people for the last 
more than one and a half year, 
and have let loose an unprec-
edented reign of terror in the 
occupied territory.

 The unabated land grab is 
continuing in IOJK and laws 
have been amended to com-
mandeer land from Kashmiris 
and declare it as Indian land. 
Unarmed Kashmiris, espe-
cially youth are killed, 
maimed, blinded and 
detained and sexual molesta-
tion and rape of women is 
used as a weapon of war, he 
said.

The state president said that 
more than 13,000 youth 
including political leaders and 
activists have been arrested 
and locked up in different 
prisons in occupied Kashmir 
and India. “We salute the 
youth of occupied Kashmir 
particularly our sisters and 

daughters who are not ready 
to give up their struggle for 
freedom and right to self-
determination and braving 
the tyranny with courage and 
determination,” he added.

Paying glowing tributes to 
pro-freedom leaders, Syed Ali 
Geelani, Mir Waiz Umar 
Farooq, Chairman Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front 
Yasin Malik, Dukhtaran-e-
Millat chief Asiya Andrabi, 
Ashraf Sehrai, Musarrat Alam 
Butt, Syed Shabbir Ahmed 
Sha, prominent Hurriyet lead-
ers Syed Ali Shah Gilani and 
Mirwaiz Omar Farooq for 
remaining firm on their stand 
despite remaining under con-
stant detention, Sardar 
Masood Khan said that their 
sacrifices would soon bear 
fruit.

The webinar was also 
addressed by former Jamaat 

Muslim countries need to fight 
Islamophobia in IOJK: Sardar 

Masood

PPP govt believes in 
victimization, we believe 

in law and justice: 
Haleem Adil

News Desk

KARACHI: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Vice President and the 
leader of opposition in 
Sindh Assembly Halee 
m Adil Sheikh has said 
that the PPP led sitting 
provincial govern-
ment believes in which 
hunting and victimi-
zation of its political 
opponents, but we are 
law-abiding people 
and we fully believe in 
law and justice and 
hope that courts would 
dole out justice to us.

Talking to media 
outside the Sindh High 
Court (SHC) here 
Friday flanked by 
MPA Raja Azhar and 
the team of his law-
yers, he said that we 
believe in law and we 
have always presented 
us before courts. He 
said for last 13 years 
Sindh has become a 
police state. He said 
the provincial govern-
ment is busy in a polit-

ical vendetta against 
us.

Haleem Adil said 
millions of acres of 
government lands in 
Sindh are under illegal 
occupation of the PPP 
people and we will 
soon hold a detailed 
press conference to tell 
the people of Sindh 
who have occupied 
how much govern-
ment land in Sindh. He 
said journalists and 
lawyers fully know 
that I have always 
raised a strong voice 
for the rights of the 
people of Sindh and 
challenged the corrupt 
ruling junta of this 
province. He said now 
Sindh chief minister is 
afraid of me and he 
experiences night-
mares when he thinks 
about me. 

He said the chief 
minister wants to deal 
harm to me to silence 
my voice. He said for 
this purpose they 
razed our farmhouses 

on February 6. They 
also razed structures 
on my 4-acre land 
besides lands of my 
brother Azeem Adil 
and my cousin Tariq 
Qureshi. 

Haleem Adil said he 
had led a protest rally 
against sugar mills 
mafia on January 3, 
2018 and since then the 
PPP leadership is try-
ing to punish him. He 
said when he raised 
voice against corrup-
tion of PPP rulers in 
Sindh assembly and 
asked them to be 
answerable for their 
corruption of last 13 
years, they tried to tar-
get him with ‘aunty 
corruption’. However, 
the ‘aunty corruption’ 
cannot find any evi-
dence against him as 
he has possessed doc-
uments for every inch 
of his lands. He said 
there was a stay order 
from court and on 
February 6 the court 
again issued.

Major setback to PML-N 
as AJK party president 

joins Muslim Conference
News Desk

MUZAFFARABAD: In a 
major setback to the 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz, the ruling party in 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
PML-N Sardar Sikandar 
Hayyat on Friday joined 
All Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference.  

Sardar Sikandar Hayyat 
has joined as supreme 
head of the All Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim 
Conference after parting 
his ways with the PML-N.

Hayyat was the found-
ing member of the PML-N 
in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir who also played 
his vital role in forming 
the current government of 
the PML-N in the valley.

In his statement, Sardar 
Sikandar Hayyat said that 
the reconstruction of the 
All Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference is 
essential for the restora-
tion of the state’s identity.

He also invited his 
friends and supporters to 
join Muslim Conference.

Earlier on January 29, 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) vice pres-
ident, Sardar Arzish along 
with his supporters had 
joined Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI).

Sardar Arzish had 
announced to join 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
after meeting with its chief 
organizer Saifullah Khan 
Niazi. The meeting was 
attended by PTI President 
AJK Sultan Mehmood and 
others.

Bestowing his confi-
dence in the leadership of 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Sardar Arzish had 
alleged that the ruling 
party of the AJK strength-
ened its ties with the Modi 
government and increase 
its family business rather 
than fighting for the just 
right of self-determination 
for the Kashmiris.

PPP shows 
reservations 

on Senate 
election 
schedule

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) on 
Friday expressed reserva-
tions over the Senate elec-
tion schedule issued by the 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP). 

The reservations were 
raised by the Secretary-
General of the PPP Nayyar 
Bukhari in a letter penned 
to the chief election com-
missioner.

Only two days have 
been given for filling the 
nomination papers on 
short notice. “Is it possible 
to get done all the matters 
including bank accounts, 
scrutiny of the candidates 
and others within two 
days”, he asked.

It is not possible for a 
party like PPP to finalize 
these matters within the 
given deadline, the letter 
read. Bukhari has 
requested the chief elec-
tion commissioner to look 
into the matter.

CDA starts preparations 
to celebrate spring festival

News Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of National Business Group of 
FPCCI, President Pakistan Businessmen and Intelle 
ctuals Forum and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, Mian 
Zahid Hussain has said that the suspension of natural 
gas to captive plants will hit production, exports, 
investments and jobs. 

Talking to business community on Monday, he said 
the decision to shut down captive power plants will 
also hit revenue, tax targets and foreign exchange 
reserves. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the decision to link 
factories having captive power plants to the national 
grid should be reconsidered as the feeble power infra-
structure is unable to provide continued electricity.

Suspension of gas supply to industries will not 
improve the situation in the country but it will leave 
three hundred thousand workers in the textile sector 
which other sectors will also suffer, he warned. 

The business leader said that the supply chain sup-
porting the export sector will also be shattered creating 
more problems to the industrial sector. 

Decision has been taken at a time when the export 
industry has bagged unprecedented orders and billions 
have been invested in capacity building and expansion 
which is being wasted, he noted. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that production, trans-
mission and distribution system of the power sector is 
highly inefficient which is wasting twenty percent of 
the production resulting in circular dent amounting to 
almost Rs2.5 trillion.  Power outages and disruption is 
damaging machinery adding to repaid costs and put-
ting timely completion of export orders at stake, he 
said, adding that the export sector should establish 
their own terminal and start importing LNG to find 

Captive power plants 
closure to hit production, 

exports & jobs: Mian Zahid

Fog returns to blanket 
parts of Punjab; 4 die in 

Gujrat accidents
News Desk

LAHORE: Different sections of the motorway were 
closed while four people were killed in three accidents in 
Gujrat as fog engulfed Lahore and other parts of Punjab 
on Thursday night and Friday morning, forcing the clo-
sure of different sections of the motorway.

According to reports, as soon as the fog descended on 
the Punjab cities, sections of the motorway from Lahore 
to Sialkot, Lahore to Pindi Bhattian and Lahore to 
Sumundri were closed for traffic.

Giving a reason for the closure of these roads, spokes-
man for the motorway said that the step was taken to 
ensure the safety of the road users since visibility in 
these areas had dropped to even 50 meters. He coun-
selled the motorists to use fog lights.

Dense fog, reported from other parts of Punjab, 
including Okara, Sahiwal, Narowal, Pakpattan, 
Muzaffargarh, Sheikhupura, Gujranwala, Sargodha and 
Manga Mandi, brought routine life to a halt.

Sections of the motorway from Lahore to Abdul 
Hakim and Summundri to Pindi Bhattian were closed 
for all kinds of traffic. The dense fog also disrupted 
flights’ and trains’ schedules.

Four die in Gujrat accidents
Four people were killed while 10 others were injured 

in three road accidents on GT Road near Gujrat early 
Friday morning.

Surge in Indian state 
terrorism in IIOJK 

condemned
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The AJK chapter of Mirwaiz-led Hurriyat 
forum has strongly condemned the surge in Indian state 
terrorism in Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir.

According to Kashmir Media Service, the forum in an 
extraordinary meeting held in Islamabad, today, and 
chaired by Convener, Syed Faiz Naqshbandi, also 
rejected Indian false propaganda against the Kashmir 
freedom movement and Hurriyat leaders by the Indian 
secret agencies.

Addressing the meeting, Syed Faiz Naqshbandi said 
the Indian repression cannot stop the Kashmiris from 
demanding their right to self-determination. People of 
IIOJK will continue their struggle till victory, he added.

He said, the condition of illegally detained Hurriyat 
leaders and activists in different Indian detention cen-
tres and jails is very pathetic. He appealed to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
other human rights organizations to take cognizance of 
the plight of Kashmiri political detainees.

The participants of the meeting appreciated the US 
statement and position wherein the United States State 
Department has clarified that there had been no change 
in America’s Kashmir policy and Washington still con-
siders Jammu and Kashmir as a disputed territory. They 
urged the international community to play role in 
resolving the Kashmir dispute in line with the UN reso-
lutions and aspirations of the Kashmiri people.

The participants of the meeting also demanded 
immediate release of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, who is con-
tinuously under house detention since 5th August 2019.

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The management of Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) has started preparations to celebrate 
the spring festival. 

In order to provide affordable and quality entertain-
ment facilities to the people of the city, traditional music 
including Santoor, Flute, Tabla, Dholki, Violin have also 
been introduced in the important markets of the city. 
The musical show will be performed on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday from 6 to 8 pm.

According to details, the Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) to organize large-scale celebrations in 
collaboration with other government and non-govern-
ment agencies, including the Environment Department, 
to provide recreational facilities to the citizens of the fed-
eral capital on the occasion of Spring Festival. 

In this regard, in first phase, provide affordable and 
quality entertainment facilities to the citizens, the com-
pany has invited traditional musical instruments and 
musicians in the major markets of the city. Violins are 
being placed in Jinnah Supermarket and Santoor in 
Kohsar Market.

The authority will also hold a large-scale flower show 
in March to further enhance the colors of the Spring 
Festival, while instrumental music, theater, poetry and 
other events will be organized on the occasion, for which 
local, national and International artists and poets will be 
invited. CDA administration says that the purpose of 
holding such events is to highlight the culture and tradi-
tions of the citizens by providing affordable, quality and 
positive recreational facilities to the citizens.

Proposal to establish 
Prisons Dept’s own flour 
mill under consideration: 

Chohan
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Prisons Fayyaz-ul-Hassan 
Chohan has said that the proposal of establishing 
Prisons Department’s own flour mill is under considera-
tion for improving the supply of flour in all the jails of 
the province. Recruitment process of filling 6000 vacant 
posts in the department has been started this will greatly 
help to improve the performance as well as to deal with 
the administrative affairs of the department in an effec-
tive manner. He further stated that one objective of these 
recruitments is to fulfil the promise of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan to providing employment. 

These views were expressed by him while presiding 
over a meeting of DIGs Prisons and Jail Superintendents 
of Faisalabad and Sahiwal regions, here on Friday. The 
Minister was briefed on prisons reforms, facilities being 
provided to prisoners and other issues. 

Fayyaz Chohan said that the department is in touch 
with UNICEF Punjab Chapter for the welfare of the pris-
oners. He said that the purpose of a phase-wise meeting 
with the officers of all the regions is to know their opin-
ion regarding prison reforms as well as evaluating their 
performance. Maintaining a balance between prison 
discipline and the rights of prisoners is our determina-
tion and no compromise will be made on the self-respect 
of prisoners and staff, he maintained.
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KARACHI: President Dr. Arif Alvi being presented the Corporate Social Responsibility Report 2019-20 by Mr. Irfan 
Siddique, President Overseas Investors Chambers of Commerce and Industries, at Governor House. INP PHOTO

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), Secretary 
Information, MNA Shazia Atta Marri has said that 
Prime Minister Imran Khan is not capable to under-
stand country’s issues and change its fate even given a 
century.
She stated this on Monday in reaction to PM’s state-
ment in which he had said five years are not enough to 
bring change in country.
Shazia Marri said that Imran Khan is still standing on 
the container despite occupying the position of prime 
minister. He is so puzzled that has started threatening 
the bureaucracy. 
The bureaucracy cannot bring together the borders of 
Germany and Japan on the desires of Imran Khan, she 
added. 
The PPP Secretary Information demanded of the 
prime minister to admit his incapability and step 
down.

Pak Army 
establishes 

free medical 
camp in 

Cholistan
News Desk

CHOLISTAN: The Paki 
stan Armed Forces Spoke 
sperson said Pakistan 
Army has established 
free medical camps in far 
flung areas of Cholistan.

ISPR director general 
Maj Gen Babar Ifthkikhar 
said, “The Army set up 
eye-surgical camps in 
remote areas of Cholistan 
jointly with district adm 
inistration from February 
3 to February 5.”

The mobile health unit 
camps were set up in 
Ahmed Pur East, Din 
Garh and Chanan pir 
areas that provided X-Ray 
and lab facilities to the 
local people.

These camps provided 
free eye surgical treat-
ment and checkup and 
glasses to people, ISPR 
DG said.  

Army’s media wing 
announced that these 
medical camps will be 
established throughout 
the year now.

HYDERABAD: Players in action during final match of Hyderabad Sindh Ranking Girls Tennis 
Championship 2021 at WAPDA Tennis Court. INP PHOTO

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
on Monday thanked 
overseas Pakistanis 
after witnessing a 
record rise in remit-
tances up to $2.27 bil-
lion in January 2021.

PM Imran Khan said 
in his Twitter mes-
sages, ‘Good news 
from the industrial 
sector also, showing 
sustained growth.’

He said that the 
large scale manufac-
turing saw another 
double-digit growth 
month in December 
2020 up to 11.4 per cent 
as compared to 
December 2019, 

whereas, July-
December cumulative 
growth was recorded 
above 8 per cent.

The premier thanked 
overseas Pakistan after 
a record high remit-
tances in the current 
fiscal year up to 24 per 
cent as compared to 
the last year. He said 
that remittances from 
overseas Pakistanis 
were $2.27 billion in 
January, up 19 per cent 
over January 2020, the 
eighth consecutive 
month of remittances 
above $2 billion.

The data released by 
the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) earlier 
in the day showed that 
workers’ remittances 

exceeded $2 billion for 
a record eighth consec-
utive month in January 
2021.

Pakistan received 
$2.3 billion worth of 
remittances last 
month, up by 19 per 
cent as compared to 
January 2020. 
However, remittances 
slightly decreased as 
compared to $2.4 bil-
lion in December 2020.

On a cumulative 
basis, workers’ remit-
tances reached $16.5 
billion during Jul-Jan 
FY21, registering a 24 
per cent increase over 
the corresponding 
year of last year.

A large part of work-
ers’ remittances dur-

ing Jul-Jan FY21 was 
sourced from Saudi 
Arabia ($4.5 billion), 
United Arab Emirates 
($3.4 billion), United 
Kingdom ($2.2 billion) 
and United States ($1.4 
billion).

“This sustained 
increase in workers’ 
remittances largely 
reflects the growing 

use of banking channel 
that is attributed to 
continuous efforts by 
Government and SBP 
to attract inflows 
through the official 
channel, limited cross 
border travel amid the 
second wave of COVID-
19 and flexible exchange 
rate regime,” the SBP 
said.

PM Imran Khan thanks 
overseas Pakistanis after 
record rise in remittances

PML-N 
moves ECP 

against 
Senate 
election 
video 

scandal
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) on Monday filed 
a petition in the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) against a video 
scandal showing lawmak 
ers involved in horse-
trading during Senate 
elections held in 2018. 

On February 9, a video 
had surfaced which expo 
sed the horse-trading 
during Senate elections 
in 2018 by some party 
lawmakers who could be 
seen as counting bundles 
of currencies and hiding 
it inside the bag.

The video obtained by 
ARY News had shown 
how the loyalty of 20 law-
makers of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was 
changed after horse-trad-
ing during Senate elec-
tions in 2018. The law-
makers had been ousted 
from the political party 
by the central leadership 
after holding a thorough 
investigation.

Prime Minister and 
Chairman PTI, Imran 
Khan, Speaker National 
Assembly, Asad Qaiser 
and Defense Minister Per 
vaiz Khattak, Chair man 
PEMRA, DG FIA have 
been made respondent.

Seven rooms allotted at 
OPD of PINS to 

facilitate patients: Prof 
Khalid

PRESS RELEASE

LAHORE: Executive Director Punjab Institute of 
Neurosciences (PINS), Prof. Dr. Khalid Mehmood has 
said that seven rooms have been allocated at Outdoor 
Department (OPD) for Neurology and Neurosurgery 
to facilitate patients where doctors will remain pre-
sent around the clock.

Speaking during his visit to various departments of 
the Institute on Monday, he said that now patients 
will not have to bother to wait for a long time and they 
can get timely medical examination. AMS Dr. Hafiz 
Salman Shahid was also present on the occasion.

Prof. Dr. Khalid said that in the OPD, patients are 
already facing hardships and difficulties and need to 
be attended immediately. He stressed that this step 
has been taken to facilitate the patients and their 
attendant in the Outpatient Department. 

He told that separate counter facility has also been 
provided for male and female patients in the 
Outpatient Department of PINS. He added that apart 
from providing more chairs in the outdoor waiting 
room, new televisions have also been installed. 

The Executive Director further said that a large 
number of patients come to PINS daily for neurosur-
gery and neurology treatment where they are treated 
in best possible atmosphere as director by Punjab 
Chief Minister Sardar Usman Bazdar and Health 
Minister Dr. Yasmeen Rashid and steps are being 
taken day and night to ensure provision of medical 
facilities on fast track. He said that the expansion of 
outdoor facilities would provide better environment 
to the patients. 

Prof. Khalid Mehmood said that a nursing counter 
has also been set up to check the blood pressure of the 
patients and provide them first aid. It will help raise 
the standard of Neuroscience Institute which is a 
unique Institution of its kind.

Shireen Mazari for 
enforcement of human 

rights laws

PS-88 by-polls: Election 
material distributed 
amid tight security

News Desk

KARACHI: Ballot pap 
ers, stamps, stamp 
pads, un-removable 
ink and other election 
material were distrib-
uted on Monday 
among the presiding 
officers (POs) and 
staff amid tight secu-
rity at Deputy Comm 
issioner (DC) Office 
in Malir ahead of by-
polls in PS-88 
today(Tuesday).

The material was 
distributed to the 
election staff under 
the supervision of the 
police officers today.

The Election 
Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) com-
pleted preparations 
for the forthcoming 
by-elections in PS-88 
Malir constituency in 
Karachi where 20 
candidates are con-
testing the polls 
including 16 inde-
pendent candidates.

33 out of the total 
108 polling stations 
have been declared 
‘most sensitive’ and 
27 declared ‘sensitive’ 
during the upcoming 
by-election in PP-88 
Malir on February 16

The candidates 
belonging to the 
major political parties 
including Jansher 
Junejo from Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), 
Muhammad Yousuf 

Baloch from Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP), 
Sajid Ahmed from 
Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement Pakistan 
(MQM-P) and Syed 
Kashif Ali from 
Tahreek Labbaik 
Pakistan (TLP).

The constituency 
has a total of 145,627 
registered voters 
including 81,425 male 
and 64,202 female vot 
ers. The election com-
mission established 
108 polling stations 
including 33 declared 
‘most sensitive’ and 
27 ‘sensitive’.

A notification had 
been issued earlier by 
the interior ministry 
regarding the deploy-
ment of troops out-
side the polling sta-
tions over the request 
of the Election Comm 
ission of Pakistan 
(ECP).

According to the 
notification, Rangers 
personnel will be 

deployed in PS-88 
from February 15 to 
17 in PS-88 and PS-43 
outside the polling 
stations. The polling 
will be organised in 
the constituencies of 
Sindh’s Malir and 
Sanghar on February 
16.

Moreover, the 
Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) had 
barred security offi-
cials to enter the 
women polling sta-
tions prior to getting 
permission during 
the upcoming by-
polls in two constitu-
encies of Sindh.

The election com-
mission had also ban 
ned usage o mobile 
phones in the polling 
stations including po 
lling staff and agents. 
Under the regula-
tions, only presiding 
officers (POs) will be 
allowed to use mobile 
phones during the 
election.

Amir Khan takes back 
decision for not 

contesting Senate 
elections

Monitoring Desk

KARACHI: The Muttahida Qaumi Movement 
Pakistan (MQM-P) leader Amir Khan on Monday 
taken back its decision for not contesting the upcom-
ing Senate elections.

MQM-P’s Amir Khan has decided to take part in the 
forthcoming Senate elections after withdrawing its 
previous decision for not participating in the run for 
the Upper House’s seat. The politician decided for 
contesting the polls on the last day of filing nomina-
tion papers by the election commission.

Amir Khan said in a statement that he has decided 
to submit his nomination papers after being insisted 
on by the party members. He added that Rabita 
Committee will take the final decision for the issu-
ance of the party tickets.

The MQM-P senior leader is likely to submit the 
nomination paper for the Senate’s general seat today.

Yesterday, it emerged that Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) decided to contest elec-
tions on 10 Senate seats in Sindh.

The deadline to submit the nomination papers for 
the upcoming Senate polls falls today. As per the 
schedule, the list of contesting candidates will be pub-
lished tomorrow and the scrutiny of nomination 
papers to be held on Wednesday and Thursday.

Polling for the forty-eight seats of the Senate will be 
held on March 3 at the parliament house Islamabad 
and the four provincial assemblies.

On Sunday, Election Commission of Pakistan had 
announced that at least 100 candidates have submit-
ted their nomination papers so far for contesting the 
election on Senate vacant seats.

According to Election Commission officials, 17 can-
didates have filed their nomination papers from 
Punjab, 22 from Sindh, 30 from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
25 from Balochistan and six from Islamabad.

A total of forty-eight senators will be elected this 
time including 12 each from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and Balochistan, while eleven each from Punjab and 
Sindh and two from Islamabad.

PM Imran not capable 
to change country’s fate 
even given a century: 

Shazia Marri

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Human 
Rights Shireen Mazari 
has said on Monday that 
the government is focus-
ing on enforcement of 
the laws pertaining to 
the protection of human 
rights.

Addressing a cere-
mony in Islamabad on 
Monday, she said child 
domestic labor has been 
proscribed through leg-
islation. She said the pro-
vincial governments will 
also be requested to fol-
low the suit.

Shireen Mazari said 
we have one of the most 
progressive law regard-
ing the rights of 
transgenders and added 

that progress has been 
made to implement it.

“A transgender center 
is being established to 
extend help to this com-
munity.”

The minister said und 
er Juvenile Justice System 
Act, juvenile courts have 
been established in the 
federal capital, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and 
Punjab.

Other laws such as 
those relating to senior 
citizens, journalists, per-
sons with disabilities 
and minorities are also 
on the cards. Shireen 
Mazari said campaigns 
have been launched to 
create awareness amon 
gst the people about 
child abuse and women 
inheritance rights.

Karachi University 
celebrates Chinese New 

Year
News Desk/INP NEWS

KARACHI: The 
Confucius Institute of 
the University of 
Karachi organized a 
function to celebrate the 
‘Happy Spring Festival’ 
to mark the Chinese 
New Year, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Monday.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vice Chancellor 
(VC) of the Karachi 
University Professor Dr 
Khalid Mahmood Iraqi 
said without any doubt, 
China was one of the 
most trusted friends of 
Pakistan and it had once 
again proved its time 
tested friendship dur-
ing Covid-19 pandemic.

He said the whole 
nation has witnessed 
that the Chinese gov-
ernment has come for-
ward to help the federal 
and the provincial gov-
ernments of Pakistan 
and provided protect-
ing gears, necessary 
equipment, and vac-
cines to tackle coronavi-
rus pandemic, adding 
that was why people of 
Pakistan believe that 
China was their sincere 
and reliable friend.

During the last 70 
years, China stood by 
Pakistan in every diffi-
cult time. China has 
become a great eco-
nomic power, largely 
due to far-reaching 
national decisions in the 
economic sector, he 

added.
The Pak-China 

Economic Corridor pro-
ject was a milestone for 
Pak-China friendship 
and improvement of the 
Pakistani economy. Pak-
China relations are an 
inspiring beacon for the 
nations of the two coun-
tries.

Professor Dr Khalid 
Iraqi said the Chinese 
language has now 
become an international 
language and over time, 
the number of Chinese 
language learners is 
increasing.

He also appreciated 
the hard work and 
efforts of Chinese and 
Pakistani Directors of 
the Confucius Institute 
and its faculty members 
and administrative staff 
to promote the Chinese 
Language in the city.

Earlier, Chinese Direc 
tor Confucius Institute 
University of Karachi 
Professor Zhang Xiao 
ping said that a four-
year degree programme 
was being launched in 
collaboration with the 
University of Karachi 
and the Sichuan Normal 
University of China, 
and the Centre for 
Language Education 
and Cooperation 
(China).

He mentioned that the 
Chinese language and 
culture would be intro-
duced at the campus 
this year.

JIT notified to inquire 
into IHC attack case

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Joint Investigation Teams (JIT) was 
formed to probe Islamabad High Court (IHC) attack 
case on Monday.

According to a notification issued by the chief com-
missioner of Islamabad, representatives from ISI, IB, 
MI and police are included in the JIT.

The Joint Investigation Team (JIT) is directed to 
immediately seek the assistance of the respective Bars 
(Islamabad High Court Bar Association, Islamabad 
and District Bar Association, Islamabad) during 
course of the investigation as and when required.

According to the notification, Senior Superintendent 
of Police, Investigation, Islamabad has been made as 
chairman of the JIT, while Senior Superintendent of 
Police, CTD, Islamabad, Superintendent of Police, 
Sadar Zone, Islamabad, SDPO/Margalla, Islamabad, 
SHO, PS Margalla, Islamabad, representative of ISI, 
representative of MI and a representative of IB are the 
members of the JIT.

On February 8, the demolition of illegal chambers 
in district and sessions court in Islamabad had made 
lawyers furious who later stormed the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) building and manhandled police 
officials, staff and journalists.

A large number of protesting lawyers outside the 
building had hurled stones while raising slogans 
against the district administration and IHC chief jus-
tice. The lawyers had also tortured reporter of a pri-
vate Tv channel and his team members to stop the 
coverage of the incident.

11 injured as 
van overturns 
after hitting 

railway crossing 
barrier

News Desk

SHEIKHUPURA: At least 
11 people were injured 
when an over speeding 
passenger van turned 
turtle after hitting a rail-
way crossing barrier. 

The accident took place 
at Sangla Hill Road 
Manga Dogran railway 
crossing in Sheikhupura, 
where driver of a passen-
ger van lost control on 
steering of vehicle and it 
rammed in gat of the rail-
way crossing. 

As a result of accident, 
11 passengers were 
injured who were shifted 
to District Headquarter 
(DHQ) Hospital for treat-
ment. 


