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News Desk

QUETTA: Central Vice 
President, Pakistan 
Mulsim League (N), 
Maryam Nawaz on 
Saturday said that 
stopping justice Qazi 
Faez Isa from hearing 
cases related to the 
Prime Minister bad for 
the ‘credibility of the 
judiciary’.

“The system is at 
risk to protect one 
incompetent person”, 
she said. This attempt 
has also put the credi-
bility of the judiciary 

at stake, Maryam 
Nawaz stated. Talking 
to reporters, Maryam 
said the development 
was completely differ-
ent than the treatment 
meted out to her 
father, PML-N sup 
remo Nawaz Sharif.

“People can see the 
faces, the decisions, 
and the differences 
between the remarks,” 
she said.

“I understand that 
there have been his-
toric attempts to break 
[the] PML-N […] the 
state and all institu-

tions have been thrust 
against a party but […] 
the PML-N did not 
break apart,” Maryam 
said, adding that the 
reason behind this 
was the PML-N becom 
ing an “ideological 
party”.

“Every coming day 
is proving that Mian 
[Nawaz Sharif] 
Sahab’s vision was 
right.” Responding to 
ano ther question, Mar 
yam said Major Gene 
ral Babar Iftikhar, the 
director-general of the 
Pakistan Army’s 

media wing, was “very 
respectable for me, 
and he is a good man”. 
“However, when you 

say such things then 
they will become a sub-
ject of mockery among 
the nation.”

MQM-P to 
contest for 
10 Senate 
seats in 
Sindh

News Desk

KARACHI: Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement-Pakis 
tan (MQM-P) has decided 
to contest elections on 10 
Senate seats in Sindh. 

According to the 
details, MQM-P’s candi-
dates will submit their 
nomination papers on 10 
out of 11 Senate seats in 
the province. MQM’s 
Rauf Siddiqui, Dr. Shahab 
Imam and Khizar Ali 
Zaidi have submitted 
their papers for the tech-
nocrat seat.

Faisal Subzwari, 
Khuwaja Sohail Mansoor, 
Rauf Siddiqui, Dr. Zaffar 
Kamali and Abdul Qadir 
Khanzada have submit-
ted their nomination 
papers for general seats 
of the Senate. However, 
two candidates of the 
party have submitted 
their forms for women-
specific seats.

LAHORE: Pakistan’s Zahid Mehmood (2L) celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of South Africa’s Dwaine Pretorius (R) 
during the third T20 international cricket match between Pakistan and South Africa at the Gaddafi Cricket Stadium in Lahore.

Balochistan govt spending 
Rs56b to promote 

education: Spokesman

Our Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Spokesman of 
Balochistan government 
Liaquat Shahwani has 
said that the provincial 
government is spending 
56 billion rupees to pro-
mote education in the 
province.

While talking to a 
private news channel 
on Sunday, he said that 
a number of colleges 
and schools in the prov-
ince have been 
upgraded.

Liaqat Shahwani fur-
ther stated that 459 sen-
ior science teachers 
have been appointed 
and appointment of 700 
teachers is in process to 
fulfill requirements of 
teachers in education 
sector.

The Spokesman of 
Balochistan government 
said more colleges and 
schools would be 
upgraded in the prov-
ince.

Maryam: Stopping Qazi Isa 
to not hear cases related to 
PM bad for ‘credibility of 

judiciary’

Process of submitting 
nomination papers for 

Senate election continues
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The candi-
dates, belonging to differ-
ent political parties, are 
submitting their nomina-
tion papers for the Senate 
elections.

So far, 10 candidates 
from Punjab have submit-
ted their papers on 11 
seats. As per the new 
schedule, the list of con-
testing candidates will be 
published on February 16 
and the scrutiny of nomi-
nation papers will be held 
on February 17 and 18.

The candidates can file 
appeals against accept-
ance or rejection of nomi-
nation papers on 
February 20 and the last 
date for disposing of 
these appeals is 23rd of 
this month.

The candidates can 
withdraw their nomina-
tion papers on February 
25 while polling for the 
forty-eight of the Senate 
seats will be held on the 
3rd of March at the 
Parliament house Islama 
bad and the four provin-
cial assemblies.

Senate elections:
 Hashmi, Hyderi, Sarfaraz 
Bugti, Sajid Tareen strong 
candidates in Balochistan

PM Imran 
eyes one 
billion 
sapling 

plantation 
targets

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has 
set a target of plantation 
of one billion saplings 
until August.

According to sources, 
the incumbent govern-
ment has thus far planted 
as many as 700 million 
saplings and it plans to 
plant 350 million more 
between February and 
August, thereby achiev-
ing the one billion sapling 
plantation target.

The prime minister 
will himself take part in 
plantation drives in the 
four provinces by attend-
ing events to be organ-
ised in this regard to 
encourage plantation 
among people. The 
sources said Special 
Assistant to the PM on 
Climate Change has out-
lined a schedule for the 
prime minister’s visit to 
the provinces. The pre-
mier will soon attend an 
event to be held in con-
nection with the launch 
of a mangrove plantation 
drive in Sindh and par-
take in olive plantation 
drives in Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, and 
Balochistan. Addressing 
the inaugural ceremony 
of Miyawaki urban forest 
at Jilani Park in Lahore on 
Friday, PM Imran termed 
smog a “silent killer”, say-
ing it reduces 6 to 11 years 
of a person’s lifespan.

He urged the nation to 
join tree plantation drive 
as it is a matter of our 
children’s future.

The Jilani Park’s 
Miyawalki Forest is one 
of the 51 sites being devel-
oped in Lahore to revive 
the city’s green cover and 
address the issues of pol-
lution particularly smog.

Mounting pressure: PTI 
withdraws senate ticket 

from Abdul Qadir in 
Balochistan

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: After mount-
ing political pressure, the 
ruling Pakistan Tehrik e 
Insaf (PTI) has with-
drawn a senate ticket 
from Abdul Qadir in 
Balochistan. The ruling 
party had awarded a sen-
ate ticket to Abdul Qadir, 
a well-known business-
man, and builder from 
Gujranwala.

“The party has taken 
ticket back from Abdul 
Qadir”, Shehbaz Gill, one 
of PTI’s central spokes-
men said. He said the 
ticket awarded to Syed 
Zahoor Agha. Mr. Agha 
has been one of the 
staunch workers of the 
ruling party.

PTI Balochistan had 
opposed the nomination 
of Abdul Qadir

The PTI Balochistan 
had strongly opposed 
awarding tickets to Abdul 
Qadir and conveyed their 
anger to Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.

Speaking to Geo News, 
Abdul Qadir said, “I am a 
supporter of Imran 
Khan”. He said he would 
play his role in strength-
ening the ruling party. “I 

have been participating 
in PTI public meetings 
since 2012-13”, Mr. Qadir 
mentioned. He dispelled 
the impression about get-
ting membership from 
the ruling Balochistan 
Awami Party (BAP).

Earlier in the day, Babar 
Yousafzai, the spokesman 
of PTI Balochistan 
opposed awarding ticket 
to Abdul Qadir and 
termed it against party 
policy. He had demanded 
of the Prime Minister 
Imran Khan to take notice 
of the issue and take back 
the senate ticket from 
Abdul Qadir. Earlier in 
the day, Babar Yousafzai, 
the spokesman of PTI 
Balochistan opposed 
awarding ticket to Abdul 
Qadir and termed it 
against party policy. 

Pakistan permits China’s 
Anhui Zhifei for vaccine’s 

clinical trials
News Des/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
drug regulator on Sunday 
granted permission to a 
Chinese company for 
third phase clinical trials 
of its Covid-19 vaccine 
candidate in the country.

“The clinical trials 
committee of the Drug 
Regulatory Authority of 
Pakistan (DRAP) has 
granted permission to 
China’s Anhui Zhifei 
longcom for clinical trials 
of its vaccine,” sources 
said.

China’s bio-pharma-
ceutical company, Anhui 
Zhifei had sought per-
mission for clinical trials 
in Pakistan in December 
2020, sources said.

The Chinese pharma 
company initially, will 
conduct third phase clini-
cal trials of its Covid-19 
vaccine candidate in 
Karachi and Lahore.

Anhui Zhifei longcom 
will conduct its vaccine’s 
clinical trials in Karachi 
at a private hospital, 

while in Lahore at the 
University of Health 
Sciences and another pri-
vate health facility, 
according to sources.

“In Pakistan 9,000 vol-
unteers will participate 
in clinical trials of the 
Anhui Zhifei vaccine,” 
sources said.

According to sources, 
Anhui Zhifei had pre-
pared its Covid vaccine 
in May 2020 under the 
aegis of the Chinese Com 
pany of Sciences. The 
company had conducted 
the phase I and phase II 
trials in June 2020, in 
which the vaccine was 
found safe and effective 
against the disease.

Around 29,000 volun-
teers are participating in 
third phase of the clinical 
trials of the vaccine in 
different countries Anhui 
Zhifei has been second 
Chinese company hold-
ing trials of its vaccine in 
Pakistan. Earlier, CanSino 
Bio has completed clinical 
trials of its vaccine in 
Pakistan.

Only 2 out of a 
total of10 

passenger trains 
operating from 

Balochistan

Commerce Reporter

QUETTA: Only 2 out 
of a total of 10 passen-
ger trains have been 
operating from 
Balochistan for the 
last few years. The 
business community 
has expressed serious 
concern over the non-
functioning of pas-
senger trains from 

Balochistan to other 
parts of the country.

“Thousands of peo-
ple used to travel thro 
ugh passenger trains”, 
Haji Akhtar Kakar, 
the Vice President 
Balochistan Chamber 
of Comm erce and 
Industry (BCCI) said.

Mr. Kakar has writ-
ten a letter to the 
Federal Minister for 
Railways to bring the 
matter to the latter’s 
notice. Despite repeat 
ed attempts, the 
Quetta Voice was not 
able to get an official 
opinion about the 
issue.

Govt wants to 
ensure transpar-
ency in Senate 
elections: Ch 

Sarwar
News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Gover 
nor Chaudhry Muhamm 
ad Sarwar has said that 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) government wants 
to ensure transparency in 
the Senate elections to 
strengthen democracy.

Talking to a delegation 
in Lahore on Sunday, he 
said opposing open ballot 
is actually the support to 
vote for sale.

The Governor said that 
people who are doing 
politics of disruption will 
achieve nothing and urg 
ed Pakistan Democr atic 
Movement (PDM) stop 
trying to remove the 
incumbent.

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Political parties 
on Saturday finalized the 
names of their candidates 
for the upcoming senate 
elections in the country. 
Over 200 candidates had 
received nomination 
papers for the upcoming 
senate elections in 
Balochistan.

The ruling Balochistan 
Awami Party (BAP) has 
fielded senior parliamen-
tarian Saeed Ahmed 
Hashmi, Manzoor Kakar 
on technocrats seats, 
Aurangzaib Jamaldini, 
Sarfaraz Bugti, Sitara 
Ayaz on general seats, 
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam 
(JUI), Maulana Abdul 

Ghafoor Hyderi, Balochi 
stan National Party (M) 
fielded Sajid Tareen 
Advocate, Awami Nation 
al Party (ANP) has 
fielded seasoned Pas 
toon nationalist leader, 
Dr. Inayatullah Khan.

Coalition partners 
fielded their candidates

Coalition partners in 
the BAP led government 
including Hazara 
Democratic Party (HDP) 
and Balochistan 
National Party (Awami) 
have also fielded their 
candidates.

The ruling party, the 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf 
(PTI) has fielded Abdul 
Qadir, a little-known 
personality for the gen-

eral seat. The nomina-
tion of the latter has cre-
ated resentment among 
the PTI Balochistan lead-
ers.

The ruling party, the 
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf 
(PTI) has fielded Abdul 
Qadir, a little-known 
personality for the gen-
eral seat. The nomina-
tion of the latter has cre-
ated resentment among 
the PTI Balochistan 
leaders.

Coalition partners in 
the BAP led government 
including Hazara 
Democratic Party (HDP) 
and Balochistan 
National Party (Awami) 
have also fielded their 
candidates.

Manan Khan
QUETTA: After 6 years, 
Buz Kashi (goat pulling 
game) match played 
betwe en players of 
Pakist an and 
Afghanistan. The 
friendly match betwe 
en the two neighboring 
countries attrac ted 
thousands of spectators 
in Quetta, the capital of 
Balochistan province.

The players made 
tooth and nail efforts 
to pull the goat and 
reach it to the speci-
fied destination. Nadir 
Pehlawan, a prominent 
player succeeded in 

pulling the goat after 
tireless efforts. “Gov 
ernment wants to pro-
mote such historic and 
traditional sports 
activities”, Abdul 
Khaliq Hazara, the 
Adviser to the Chief 
Minister Balochistan 
on Spo rts. Ground 
jam-pack ed with spec-
tators to witness the 
match  Hockey ground 
jam-packed with spec-
tators to witness the 
Buz Kashi game. “This 
is a very interesting 
game and I love it”, 
Muha mmad Hanif, a 
spectator present in 
the gr oup told Quetta 

Voice.
Buz Kashi is an 

ancient central Asian 
game. In most of the 
central Asian states, 

Buz Kashi is one of the 
famous games. 
However, it is a very 
famous game in neigh 
boring Afghanistan.

Buz Kashi match played between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan after 6 years

Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Ali 
Haider Zaidi has said that despite clear orders 
of Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP), the Sindh 
government under the cover of plantation was 
trying to grab Karachi Port Trust (KPT) land.

In a tweet here on Sunday, he said, “As usual 
GoS abusing its authority & acting as land grab-
bers”.
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M u h a m m a d 
Khudadad Chattha

THE global discus-
sion on taxation is 
as much about utili-
tarian efficiency as 
it is about fairness. 
At the same time, a 
dominant theme of 
this discussion uses 
a utilitarian fram-
ing with considera-
tions about fairness 
often taking a back 
seat. Wealth taxa-
tion is one such 
example where, 
with questions 
around the fair dis-
tribution of wealth, 
most of the discus-
sion focuses on 
allocative efficiency.

Simply put, poli-
cymakers think 
about wealth taxa-
tion as a cost-benefit 
calculus. For 
instance, assume 
that you have sev-
eral billionaires liv-
ing in a particular 
country. Is the 
wealth of these bil-
lionaires going to 
be more productive 
in the hands of the 
government via 
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n 
among the wider 
population? Or is 
this same wealth 
going to be more 
productively allo-
cated in the econ-
omy by the billion-

aires themselves.
Part of the appeal 

of this utilitarian 
framing is that such 
questions can be 
empirically tested 
leading to a defini-
tive answer and 
bringing in some 
measure of objec-
tivity. It is impor-
tant to consider 
questions of alloca-
tive efficiency and 
economic distor-
tions introduced by 
taxation for us to 
make objective and 
b e t t e r - i n f o r m e d 
decisions. At the 
same time, a more 
fundamental ques-
tion is a philosophi-
cal one: what is the 
fair allocation of 
resources in a coun-
try? The response to 
this issue, one in 
which libertarian, 
utilitarian and free-
dom-based argu-
ments compete for 
space, holds the key 
to answering pol-
icy-level questions 
of taxation.

When it comes to 
wealth taxation, a 
key question is 
whether society at 
large has any claims 
on the wealth of 
rich individuals. 
Libertarian argu-
ments emphasise 
individual freedom 
and connect free 

exchange in the 
market economy to 
freedom. Hence, 
u n s u r p r i s i n g l y, 
these arguments 
are against redistri-
bution because this 
would infringe 
upon individual 
rights of freedom.

A key limitation 
of such arguments 
is that market 
exchange is often 
not free and simply 
exacerbates existing 
inequalities. For 
instance, being 
born into a poor 
family without a 
chance to get a good 
education would 
limit your chances 
of upward mobility, 
so it is not really a 
‘free’ level-playing 
field. If it is not 
really your own 
effort, and instead, 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
beyond your control 
determine your 
position in the 
world to some 
extent, then what is 
the fair way to 
structure society? 
Answering this 
would determine 
what we think of 
policy instruments 
such as wealth taxa-
tion.

Here, the 
American political 
philosopher, John 
Rawls, came up 

with one of the most 
compelling argu-
ments. In very sim-
ple terms, he con-
tended that the fair 
way to structure a 
society is to agree 
on principles 
assuming that we 
do not know where 
in society we will 
end up — a concept 
he terms the “veil of 
ignorance”.

If you, for 
instance, did not 
know the income of 
the household you 
are born into, the 
religion of your par-
ents and the natural 
abilities you will be 
blessed with, what 
sort of societal 
structure would 
you agree on? 
Would you be okay 
with the persecu-
tion of minorities 
for utilitarian pur-
poses, given that 
there is a chance 
that you might 
belong to a minor-
ity community 
yourself? Would 
you want genera-
tions upon genera-
tions to pass down 
wealth without any 
effort of their own?

Finally, would 
you want some 
form of redistribu-
tion, even though 
there is a chance 
that you might end 

up poor? Answering 
these questions ulti-
mately holds the 
key to how we 
structure our soci-
ety at a broader 
level, who we think 
is the fair owner of 
wealth and whether 
we would want 
wealth taxation in a 
country at a policy 
level.

Taking a step 
back, how do we 
square utilitarian 
empirical argu-
ments about the 
allocative efficiency 
of wealth taxation 
with the larger 
questions about the 
fair way to struc-
ture a society? With 
most of the focus in 
the discourse on 
wealth taxation on 
the former, it is 
important to rebal-
ance our critical 
analysis such that 
we do not ignore 
the fundamental 
questions about 
fairness at play. It is 
often tempting to 
stick to an objective, 
empirical and utili-
tarian framing 
because there is at 
least, in theory, one 
correct answer. At 
the same time, 
ignoring the ques-
tions about fairness 
in our discourse 
risks making it 

incomplete and our 
policy choices 
devoid of a moral 
foundation.

So how do we 
rebalance our pub-
lic discourse on 
matters such as 
wealth taxation 
knowing that ques-
tions about justice 
often do not have a 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d 
answer? As you can 
tell from the analy-
sis here, there are 
several competing 
arguments regard-
ing the fair way to 
structure a society. 
The point here is 
not to have defini-
tive answers to such 
questions, but 
instead, to take that 
first step of having a 
more holistic debate 
around the struc-
ture of society at a 
macro level and 
policy instruments 
at a micro level. 
Such rebalancing 
can go a long way in 
helping us make 
morally grounded 
decisions that affect 
our daily lives.

The writer is a 
PhD candidate at 
the University of 
Oxford and a grad-
uate of Harvard 
Kennedy School of 
Government

Twitter: @
KhudadadChattha

Wealth taxation

Since the announcement of results by the 
Pakistan Medical Commission (PMC), 
students of Balochistan have been pro-
testing for the restoration of medical 
seats. The students complain the PMC 
decreased the number of medical seats 
for the province from 134 to only 14.
Almost five decades ago, the federal gov-
ernment had reserved medical seats for 
the students of Balochistan in the higher 
education commission to provide them 
an equal better academic atmosphere.
Balochistan is lagging behind other prov-
inces in key social-indicators 
The province that covers half of the coun-
try in terms of area is lagging behind other 
provinces in terms of key social indicators 
including education. Educational institu-
tions paint a bleak picture in Balochistan 
when it comes to quality education.
In view of backwardness and poor quality 
of education, the federal government had 
given some concessions to students of 
Balochistan the erstwhile FATA. Since the 
establishment of Bolan Medical College in 
the 1970s,  shining students from Balochist 
an used to study on provincial quota at 
Nishtar Medical College, King Edward 
College, and other prestigious medical 
institutions.
Balochistan seats in Punjab’s prestigious 
medical institutions
The former chief minister Punjab, Shehbaz 
Sharif doubled reserved seats of medical 
students from 11 to 22 for Balochistan in 
2008. The students getting better score 
would get a chance to study in the well-
reputed medical institutions.
However, the Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 
led government in Punjab has asked the 
students from Balochistan to study in Dera 
Ghazi Khan medical college rather than 
the prestigious institutions. This has 
prompted the students to stage protest 
demonstrations. Balochistan students 
called on the Punjab law minister to mount 
pressure on the government to restore 
their admissions to King Edward and 
other institutions. Balochistan has three 
medical colleges Balochistan has only 
three functional medical colleges includ-
ing the Bolan Medical College, Khuzdar 
Medical College, and Loralai Medical 
College. One military-run Quetta Institute 
of Medical Sciences (QIMS). Although, 
the BMC administration deserves appre-
ciation for increasing seats of MBBS this 
year. However, students of the province 
need the attention of the federal govern-
ment in general and PMC in particular 
for the restoration of 134 seats of MBBS. 
Poor governance coupled with deteriorat-
ing law and order situation has com-
pounded the problems of the people of 
Balochistan during the last two decades. 
Students are not an exception indeed.
The federal government and Punjab gov-
ernment must come up with a solution to 
issues faced by students of Balochistan. 
The Balochistan government should also 
go beyond statements and practically 
convince the two governments to restore 
the medical seats of Balochistan.

Balochistan students 
demand restoration of 

medical seats

China’s resilient economy
Dr Talat Shabbir 
China’s economic 

rise enhances its 
political leverage 
across the global 
landscape with 
states

Latest facts and 
figures related to 
China’s economy 
suggest that China 
is in the lead 
amongst major 
economies that went 
into the coronavi-
rus-induced slump 
but are now recu-
perating from its 
effects. With the 
Covid-19 outbreak, 
situation became 
precarious and 
Chinese economy 
faced the worst con-
traction in 30 years. 
For Chinese leader-
ship, it was an enor-
mous undertaking 
to get the economy 
up and running 
during the pan-
demic, coupled with 
falling industrial 
output, shrinking 
investments and 
acute joblessness as 
major challenges. 

China’s swift recov-
ery has nearly sur-
prised all its oppo-
nents who would 
deliberate over pos-
sible ways of con-
taining China’s eco-
nomic power. 
Perhaps, some 
antagonistic quar-
ters were wishing to 
see China’s eco-
nomic stability 
decline. But China 
made a startling 
comeback. 

The Chinese lead-
ership’s excitement 
over fresh figures 
makes sense. 
China’s National 
Bureau of Statistics 
shared that China’s 
GDP rose to ¥101.5 
trillion ($14.7 tril-
lion) with 6.5% 
growth in the last 
quarter of 2020. 
Interestingly, in the 
last quarter of 2020, 
China’s information 
transmission, soft-
ware and informa-
tion technology ser-
vices show 19.7% 
and manufacturing 
sector shows a 7.3% 

growth. The pri-
mary, secondary 
and tertiary indus-
tries also show 4.1%, 
6.8% and 6.7% 
growth, respec-
tively. 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y, 
when due to the 
pandemic, coun-
tries were experi-
encing low exports, 
Chinese exports 
were hitting an all-
time high of $2.6 
trillion. Despite the 
trade war with the 
United States, 
China’s trade sur-
plus with the US 
was recorded at 
$316.9 billion. Due 
to resilient economy 
and investment 
prospects, China 
regained the title of 
the world’s top des-
tination for foreign 
investments, which 
reached over $129.5 
billion towards the 
end of 2020 — more 
than the invest-
ments of the previ-
ous year. Though 
FDI flows fell to 
30-40% in 2020, 

China’s FDI statis-
tics remained sta-
ble. China’s share to 
world economy is 
expected to rise to 
17% with nearly 
30% of contribution 
to global growth. 
China showed sus-
tainability in eco-
nomic growth when 
the whole world 
was facing an eco-
nomic decline in the 
wake of the pan-
demic. According to 
the World Economic 
Outlook the pro-
jected growth rate 
for China in 2021 
stands at 8.1%, 
which is due to eco-
nomic infrastruc-
ture that China was 
able to build over 
time.

What advantage 
does China’s econ-
omy enjoy when it 
comes to a sudden 
collapse and swift 
recovery? In the 
wake of reforms 
and opening up, the 
Chinese economy 
developed great 
potential and has 

the capacity to sus-
tain sudden con-
tractions and 
decline. This capac-
ity mostly depends 
on huge manufac-
turing capacity, 
large domestic mar-
kets and enormous 
investment poten-
tials. President Xi 
Jinping, while 
describing China’s 
economic potential, 
referred to its great 
economic resilience, 
strong vitality and 
large space for 
manoeuver. 

Needless to say 
China’s economic 
rise enhances its 
political leverage 
across the global 
landscape with 
states and interna-
tional political and 
financial institu-
tions. Great powers 
and major econo-
mies of the world 
have greater 
responsibilities in 
transforming the 
world and shaping 
mankind’s future. 
The pandemic’s 

negative impact on 
population, busi-
nesses and liveli-
hood was enor-
mous. An impor-
tant lesson drawn 
from the pandemic 
is that global eco-
nomic and health 
structures were 
vulnerable and 
global response 
mechanism looked 
substantially weak. 
It is, therefore, 
incumbent upon 
major powers and 
economies to carry-
out in-depth 
appraisal of short-
comings and vul-
nerabilities and 
come up with a 
workable global 
action plan. 
President Xi too 
called upon major 
economies to take 
collective action to 
restore confidence 
for global economic 
r e c o v e r y . 
Meanwhile, there is 
something to learn 
from China’s resil-
ient economic 
model.

Pakistan and the Rule of Law Index 2020
Jahangir Kakar

The worst perform-
ing sectors are order 
and security, system 
of civil justice and 
the state of funda-
mental rights

The Rule of Law 
Index 2020 places 
Pakistan at 120th of 
the total 128 coun-
tries of the world, 
regressing by one 
more point than we 
were in 2019. The 
Rule of Law Index 
Framework classi-
fies performance of 
countries based on 
the outcomes which 
the rule of law could 
result in, if it were to 
be there.

The framework 
sets two principles 
that regulate rela-
tion between the 
state and the citi-
zenry. The first prin-
ciple of relationship 
studies whether the 
law imposes limita-
tions on the exercise 
of power by the state 
and its agents while 
the second principle 
studies how the state 
fulfils its basic func-

tions towards its 
people so that public 
interest is served 
with fairness. 
Combining the two 
factors, the frame-
work culminates in 
calling the rule of 
law as the collective 
respect and protec-
tion of the funda-
mental rights of the 
people.

As per the index, 
the worst perform-
ing sectors in the 
realm of rule of law 
in Pakistan turn out 
to be order and secu-
rity, system of civil 
justice, the state of 
fundamental rights, 
regulatory enforce-
ment and absence of 
corruption.

In the factor of 
order and security, 
the country has been 
positioned at 126 off 
128 countries of the 
world with Nigeria 
and Afghanistan 
following at posi-
tions 127 and 128. 
The measuring basis 
for order and secu-
rity as per the frame-
work are how effec-
tively the crime is 

controlled, meas-
ures for controlling 
the people from 
armed conflict with 
each other and how 
effective is the gov-
ernance system in 
limiting the people 
from resorting to 
armed conflict to 

settle their mutual 
grievances.

The next worst 
performing sector is 
how effective civil 
justice system is 
where the country is 
placed at 118th out of 
128 positions. The 
performance in this 
sector means how 
effectively the peo-
ple can access and 
afford justice with-
out having to incur 
heavy fees, facing 

procedural barri-
cades, etc. Further 
sub-factors which 
evaluate the civil jus-
tice system are the 
absence of unrea-
sonable delay in jus-
tice, the element of 
corruption, absence 
of government or 
political influence 
and the presence of 
alternate dispute 
resolution mecha-
nism.

The performance 
in the realms of fun-
damental rights and 
regulatory enforce-
ment position the 
country at 115th out 
of 128 positions. The 
factor of regulatory 
enforcement pre-
sents a graphic sum-
mary of the govern-
ment’s performance 
and the efficacy of its 
governance system. 
The performance is 
measured through 
the sub-factors of 
how effectively gov-
ernment regulations 
are enforced, how 
quickly the govern-
ment reacts to cer-
tain issues that call 
its writ in question, 

and how far fairness 
and due process of 
law is adopted in 
making these reac-
tions, and if wron 
ged, whether a sys-
tem of compenstion 
exists or otherwise.

The performance 
in the realm of fun-
damental rights is 
measured through 
sub-factors of 
absence of any kind 
of discrimination, 
right to life and 
security of a person, 
due process in man-
aging criminal sus-
pects of the society, 
guarantee as to free-
dom of opinion, 
expression and reli-
gion, freedom of 
assembly and asso-
ciation and insur-
ance of the funda-
mental rights of 
labour.

In the factor of 
absence of corrup-
tion, the country has 
regressed to 116th 
position out of 128 in 
2020. The perfor-
mance in this sector 
is an interesting 
study that is based 
on whether the poli-

ticians, civil serv-
ants, officials of the 
judiciary, and offic-
ers of the army use 
their public offices 
for personal gains or 
otherwise.

The Rule of Law 
Index 2020 must not 
be taken as another 
sinister and wicked 
global design to tar-
nish our chauvinis-
tic aspirations. It is 
an analytical dissec-
tion into our overall 
state performance in 
the triplet realms of 
judiciary, executive 
and the legislature 
which require a col-
lective and not a 
stratified approach 
in redressing our 
institutions to 
deliver the ultimate 
good, which is serv-
ing the public inter-
est.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all updates 
on all our daily 
pieces.

The writer is a 
civil servant based 
in Quetta

Pasni receding into oblivion
PASNI is located along the Makran coast 
on the Arabian Sea about 450km from 
Karachi. It is a small fishing port in 
Gwadar district. This small city has an 
interesting and twisted history. The city 
was named Karzanabad after Lord 
Curzon who stayed here for a while. It 
was much laterthat the city was renamed 
Pasni.

The city was used as a gateway to enter 
India by none other than Alexander. 
And due to its impressive fishing port, 
the city was once a target of many 
nations, including the Portuguese, who 
burnt down the entire city and looted its 
inhabitants in the 16th century. Some 
graves can be seen near the Deaghan 
area of Kalmati soldiers who sacrificed 

their lives while fighting against the 
invaders.

Today, the dwellers are mostly fisher-
men, but Pasni has a rich history of sig-
nificant contribution to Baloch art and 
literature. When it comes to art, Zubair 
Mukhtar’s name comes to mind, who, 
with his God-gifted ability, has won 
hearts all over the country with his 3D 
art at the Pasni beach.

Pasni is an ideal destination for tour-
ists, but, unfortunately, it does not get 
the recognition it deserves. Astola 
Island, which is situated in the Arabian 
Sea about 25km from Pasni, is absolutely 
worth visiting.

The Juddi, Zahrain mountains and 
Deghan are the heart of Balochistan and 

can attract tourists from all parts of the 
world. Some nearby areas, like Shadi 
Kor, Gurrani and Kulanch, with their 
unique date palm trees are famous sites.

Unfortunately, this worthy city has 
been neglected for a long time. The 
youth of Pasni has gotten into drug 
addiction owing to the indifference 
shown by politicians. The city does not 
have a single educational institution or 
library worthy its salt.

It is a pity that a city with such a rich 
history and tourism potential is reced-
ing into oblivion.

Abdullah Dawood
Pasni
Published in Dawn News
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Monitoring Desk

RAWALPINDI: Punjab 
Minister for Literacy and 
Informal Basic Education Raja 
Rashid Hafeez has said that 
there is no shortage of wheat 
in Punjab and the government 
will not allow those who 
wanted to create artificial 
flour crisis during Ramadan 
and will not allow any imbal-
ance in demand and supply in 
special Ramadan bazaars 
including general market 
across the province. 

He said that increase in the 
support price of wheat has 
been made on the special 
directives of the Prime 
Minister Imran Khan in view 
of benefiting the farmers and 
increasing the production of 
wheat which will have no 

effect on the existing stock of 
wheat and flour will be made 
available at pre-determined 
rates.

The provincial minister 
said this while addressing a 
gathering in New Mohalla UC 
46 Rawalpindi after inaugu-
rating the newly constructed 
road above the nullah flowing 
through the area on long 
standing public demand. The 
funds for construction of this 
road were approved by the 
minister from his discretion. 
He also addressed the open 
court held in front of his office 
at Saidpur Road. 

Raja Rashid Hafeez said 
that the national resources are 
the public belonging and PTI 
government is ensuring the 
transparent use of these 
resources on public welfare 

schemes and this is the change 
we are talking about. He men-
tioned that we are the guards 
of national exchequer and are 
spending every penny of it on 
public welfare projects with 
utmost honesty. 

He said that Chief Minister 
Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar 
has adopted a uniform and 
non-discriminatory policy for 
the development of the entire 
province and provision of 
basic amenities to the people.

“For the first time in the his-
tory of the province, contracts 
of construction work are 
being awarded on merit and it 
is being ensured with utmost 
care that public money is 
spent only on public welfare 
and no corruption is 
occurred”, he added.

Raja Rashid Hafeez said 

that the people should sup-
port the government in the 
process of reconstruction of 
our dear homeland. “All coun-
try loving citizens must reject 
the negative politics of the 
opposition which are pleased 
to each other today to save 
their corrupt earnings 
whereas in the past these 
same allies were chanting slo-
gans to recover the looted 
wealth from each other’s 
stomach”, he mentioned.  

“They have been making 
deceptive declarations and 
our government has practi-
cally started a jihad against 
corruption,” he said. The peo-
ple of the area thanked the 
provincial minister for meet-
ing the long standing public 
demand and winning the 
hearts of the people.

In the public court, the pro-
vincial minister listened to 
the personal and collective 
problems of the people includ-
ing traders and issued 
instructions to the concerned 
authorities on the spot for 
their solution. He also lis-
tened to public suggestions 
regarding ongoing develop-
ment projects in different 
areas and assured them of 
implementation. 

Raja Rashid Hafeez said 
that instead of spending our 
resources and energies on 
publicity, we have spent all 
our resources on real public 
welfare projects. The minister 
further stated that the devel-
opment works which have 
been completed or are being 
completed in my constituency 
have no example in the past.

Govt not to allow mafia to create 
artificial flour crisis during 

Ramadan: Raja Rashid

Allocation of Rs 10b 
subsidised credit facility 

under Punjab Rozgar 
Scheme to promote MSMEs

News Desk

LAHORE: President 
SAARC Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Industry Iftikhar Ali 
Malik Sunday said 
allocation of Rs 10 bil-
lion subsidised credit 
facility of Rs 10 billion 
under Punjab Rozgar 
scheme is poised to 
strengthen, promote 
and fully encourage 
micro,small and medi 
um enterprises start-
ups and off set impact 
of covid pandemic on 
existing business.

Talking to a delega-
tion of young entre-
preneurs led by Shah 
aryar Ali, he asked 
them to avail this one 
of the best subsidised 
credit facility which he 
added is excellent and 
timely result oriented 
initiatives for setting 
up of news business.

MD  Punjab Small 
Industries Corporation 
(PSIC) Jamil Ahmad 
Jamil in a presentation 
given to President 

SAARC Chamber 
about this loan told 
that PSIC is mandated 
to promote small scale 
and cottage industries 
by providing credit, 
issuance of credit guar 
antee to the scheduled 
banks, access to 
develop infrastruc-
ture, business advi-
sory services, market-
ing channels, common 
facilities, establishing 
artisans colonies, 
design centres, work-
shops, institutions for 
promotions and devel-
opment of handicrafts.

MD further 
explained that it’s flag-
ship initiative of Chief 
Minister Punjab 
Umsan Buzdar and 
government is  provid-
ing markup support 
and risk coverage  to 
minimize cost of com-
mercial loans for the 
MSMEs, and to over-
come pandemic effect 
of COVID-19 on exist-
ing business. He said 
Punjab Rozgar Scheme 
has been designed 

with special focus on 
generating employ-
ment opportunities for 
the youth by creating 
economic activities. He 
said University Gradu 
ates with Entrepren 
eurial Skills and 
Diploma / Certificate 
holders of Technical / 
Vocational Training 
Institutes,as well as 
existing businesses hit 
by COVID-19 are being 
fully encouraged for 
disbursement of loans. 
He said nearly more 
than 60000 MSMEs are 
likely to benefit which 
will generate over 1.6 
million direct and 
indirect jobs.

He said that on the 
special directive of 
Minister Industries 
Punjab Mian Muhmm 
ad Aslam Iqbal, a spe-
cial cell headed by a 
senior officer has been 
established at PSIC 
headquarters to expe-
dite the process of 
applications on top 
priority without any 
hassles and hitches.

Turkish support for the 
oppressed Kashmiris 
reiterated at Kashmir 

Solidarity Day event in 
Ankara

News Desk

ANKARA: Turkey’s unwa-
vering support for the 
Jammu & Kashmir dispute 
was reiterated at an event 
organized by the Embassy 
of Pakistan in Ankara 
today. Chairman of the 
Environment Commission 
of the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly Mr. 
Muhammet Balta was the 
chief guest. 

Messages of the Presid 
ent and Prime Minister of 
Pakistan were read out by 
Deputy Head of Mission 
Mr. Arshad Jan Pathan. 
Pakistani leadership reiter-
ated political, moral and 
diplomatic support to the 
people of Kashmir until 
the resolution of the dis-
pute according to the aspi-
rations of the Kashmiris.

Parliamentarian Muha 
mmet Balta, in his speech 
said Pakistan and Turkey 
have unique friendship 
and brotherhood and peo-
ple of both the countries 
share their joy and pain. 
“Like Pakistan, Kashmir 
and Kashmiris have the 
same place in the heart and 
mind of every Turk,” said 
Mr. Balta. He underscored 
that President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan highlights 
the Kashmir issue at every 
international platform and 
this is the same for the 
entire Turkish nation. 

Mr. Muhmmet Balta crit-
icized the 5th August 2019 
illegal measures by India to 
try and change the special 
status of Jammu & Kashmir 
which is a disputed terri-
tory as recognized by the 
United Natio ns. He reas-
sured every possible assis-
tance to the oppressed peo-
ple of Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu & 
Kashmir (IIOJK). He 
emphasized that Turkish 
support would continue 
until the Kashmir dispute 
is resolved peacefully 
under the United Nations 
Security Council Resolu 

tions and as per the wishes 
of the Kashmiri people.

Pakistan’s Ambassador 
to Turkey Muhammad 
Syrus Sajjad Qazi in his 
remarks said commemora-
tion of 5th February as 
Kashmir Solidarity Day is a 
stark reminder of the bro-
ken promises and unful-
filled commitments made 
to the Kashmiri people by 
India for holding a plebi-
scite, when it had taken the 
matter first time to the UN 
in January 1948 and 
accepted its prescription. 
Since then, Ambassador 
Qazi underscored, all man-
ner of political, diplomatic, 
military, economic, parlia-
mentary, constitutional and 
demographic jugglery and 
coercion has been 
employed to deny this right 
to the Kashmiris in IIOJK. 
The Ambassador high-
lighted massive human 
rights violations by India to 
instil fear in the local popu-
lation. “In this day and age, 
no matter what lengths the 
Indian regime goes to block 
access, no matter how 
many curtains of secrecy it 
tries to pull down on the 
conduct of its armed forces 
in the Kashmir valley.

, no matter how many 
fake NGOs or dead persons 
it resurrects to peddle its 
fake news all over the 
world, the truth is eventu-
ally getting out - and the 
truth is dark and ugly,” he 
added. Ambassador Syrus 
Qazi expressed gratitude 
for Turkey’s principled 
position and continuous 
support on the Jammu & 
Kashmir dispute, including 
from the government, 
Turkish Parliament and 
the people of Turkey.  

A photography exhibi-
tion on the ongoing human 
rights violations in the 
IIOJK was also organized 
during the event. Leading 
think-tank of Turkey, the 
Economic & Social Resea 
rch Centre (ESAM) will 
separately organize.

Fog causes 
Abrar ul 
Haq’s car 
crash in 

Gujranwala, 
nephew 
injured

News Desk

GUJRANWALA: PTI 
leader and singer Abrar ul 
Haq’s nephew got injured 
Sunday morning after the 
family’s car met a traffic 
mishap owing to dense fog 
causing poor visibility.

According to rescue offi-
cials, Abrar ul Haq, his 
nephew and other family 
members in the vehicle 
were on their way when 
their car hit concrete bloc 
ks placed on road near 
Gujranwala’s Gakhar Man 
di. The singer and other 
family members reported 
safe with no fatalities in 
the mishap.

The nephew of the 
singer was shifted to hos-
pital for medical attend-
ance where he has been 
declared to be out of dan-
ger. Fog prevailed in plain 
areas of Punjab this morn-
ing. Motorway section.

Agreement for free 
vocational training to 
10,000 people signed

News Desk

ISLAMABAD, Feb 14 (INP): Pakistan has reported 31 
more deaths in the last 24 hours by novel coronavirus 
as the number of positive cases has surged to 563,029. 
The nationwide tally of fatalities has jumped to 12,307 
on Sunday.

According to the latest figures by the National 
Command and Operation Center (NCOC) 1,404 per-
sons tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.

Sindh remains the worst-hit province by the pan-
demic in terms of cases followed by Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Islamabad.

Till now 253,511 coronavirus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 163,833 in Punjab 69,778 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 42,590 in Islamabad, 18,929 in 
Balochistan, 9,448 in Azad Kashmir and 4,940 in 
Gilgit-Baltistan. Furthermore 5,037 individuals have 
lost their lives to the epidemic in Punjab 4,212 in 
Sindh, 1,991 in KP, 485 in Islamabad, 281 in Azad 
Kashmir, 199 in Balochistan, and 102 in GB.

Pakistan reports 1,404 new 
coronavirus cases, 31 more 

deaths

Fog returns to blanket 
parts of Punjab; 4 die in 

Gujrat accidents
News Desk

LAHORE: Different sections of the motorway were 
closed while four people were killed in three accidents in 
Gujrat as fog engulfed Lahore and other parts of Punjab 
on Thursday night and Friday morning, forcing the clo-
sure of different sections of the motorway.

According to reports, as soon as the fog descended on 
the Punjab cities, sections of the motorway from Lahore 
to Sialkot, Lahore to Pindi Bhattian and Lahore to 
Sumundri were closed for traffic.

Giving a reason for the closure of these roads, spokes-
man for the motorway said that the step was taken to 
ensure the safety of the road users since visibility in 
these areas had dropped to even 50 meters. He coun-
selled the motorists to use fog lights.

Dense fog, reported from other parts of Punjab, 
including Okara, Sahiwal, Narowal, Pakpattan, 
Muzaffargarh, Sheikhupura, Gujranwala, Sargodha and 
Manga Mandi, brought routine life to a halt.

Sections of the motorway from Lahore to Abdul 
Hakim and Summundri to Pindi Bhattian were closed 
for all kinds of traffic. The dense fog also disrupted 
flights’ and trains’ schedules.

Four die in Gujrat accidents
Four people were killed while 10 others were injured 

in three road accidents on GT Road near Gujrat early 
Friday morning.

PRGMEA seeks duty-free 
fabric import as prices 
skyrocket in Pakistan

News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Readymade Garments 
Manufacturers & Exporters Association (PRGMEA) on 
Sunday sought the duty-free import of fabric along with 
yarn, as the cotton prices found no respite from an una-
bated spike with the industrial input trading at season’s 
highest rates because its muted local production contin-
ues to widen demand and supply gap.

The PRGMEA Vice Chairman and north zone head 
Adeeb Iqbal Shikeh said that a huge number of export 
orders are being received by the value-added garment 
industry, however, exporters are not accepting the 
orders for the calendar year 2021 due to skyrocketing 
price of fabrics in the country along with short availabil-
ity, especially of the denim fabric.

Adeeb Iqbal urged the government to also abolish 
duties on the import of fabrics in line with the import 
relaxation provided on import of cotton yarn, as value-
added garment sector is facing severe shortage of basic 
raw material of fabrics, which may lead to a drastic 
decline in value-added textile export.

It is to be noted that price of cotton of Sindh were 
Rs10,000 to Rs10,700 per maund. Cotton of Punjab was 
sold at Rs10,200 to Rs11,000 per maund, while lint from 
Balochistan was sold at Rs10,500 per maund. Prices also 
increased in Brazil, Argentina, Central Asia and India. 
Cotton production in India is expected around 37 mil-
lion bales. Cotton production in Pakistan came down to 
5.5 million bales from as much as 15 million bales 
recoded annually in previous years.

Cotton exports from the USA during the week 
increased 113 percent. Out of which, the highest import 
orders of 152,000 bales were placed by India, followed by 
Pakistan with orders for 56,600 bales but shortage of fab-
ric continues to persist.

Due to an increase in the prices of cotton yarn the 
rates of fabrics are also going up while brokers are also 

News Desk

LAHORE: Social Welfare and Bait ul Mal (SW&BM) 
Department and private organizations ‘Aman Tech’ and 
‘Wadhan Foundation’ on Friday signed an MoU under 
public private partnership to pave way for free voca-
tional training for 10 thousand persons. 

Punjab Minister for SW&BM Syed Yawar Abbas 
Bukhari shared details of MoU in a press conference 
held at DGPR. Director General SW&BM Shahid Niaz, 
CEO Punjab Skills Development Fund (PSDF) Jawad 
Khan, Chairman Aman Tech Ali Faraz and CEO 
Wadhan Foundation Hammad Mansoor were also pre-
sent on the occasion. 

Yawar Abbas apprised that on direction of Chief 
Minister Usman Buzdar, we have launched this pilot 
project to meet the requirements of market. He told that 
in first phase one thousand male and female appren-
tices will be trained within a year. “Unique aspect of 
this programme is this that both ‘Aman Tech’ and 
‘Wadhan Foundation’ would guarantee provision of 
jobs for 70 per cent graduates” he said. 

In the first phase training in 32 trades would be 
started in three institutions working under SW&BM 
department. These included ‘Qasar-e-Behbood’, 
‘Sanatzar’ at Lahore and one Sanatzar at Attock. PSDF 
will provide necessary funding for this programme 
started under the vision by the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. 

“Look at world economies, said Yawar Abbas Bukhari, 
which shrink due to Covid-19 but luckily economy in 
Pakistan expands manifold thanks to the policies by the 
Prime Minister Imran Khan”. He told that according to 
the economists GDP of Pakistan will be doubled in next 
9 years. “Let’s prepare for the demand of future and 
equip our youth in a better way to handle ever growing 
economy”, he said. 

The provincial minister was of the view that tradi-
tional thinking of involve in the race of getting govern-
ment jobs should be avoided. All we need to learn mar-
ket based skills to meet future requirements, he con-
cluded.
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Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan emerged victorious against South 
Africa in the third and final Twenty20 international in 
Lahore on Sunday, with the win marking it as only the 
second time the Green Shirts have won against the 
Proteas in the short format of the game.
The Green Shirts, chasing a 165-run target set by the 
Proteas, managed to win with four wickets in hand 
with eight balls to spare.
South Africa set the score at a loss of eight wickets. 
The side’s top scorers were David Miller (85 not out) 
and Janneman Malan (27).
From the Pakistan side, debutant Zahid Mahmood 
emerged as the top wicket-taker with a haul of three. 
Mohammad Nawaz and Hasan Ali took two each and 
Usman Qadir took one.
Pakistan captain Babar Azam won the toss and opted 
to bowl first.
With the series locked at one-all, Pakistan brought in 
leg-spinner Zahid Mahmood for his international 
debut.
Also included were batsman Asif Ali and medium 
pacer Hasan Ali. The trio replaced Khushdil Shah, 
Iftikhar Ahmed and Haris Rauf.
South Africa brought back Bjorn Fortuin for Glenton 
Stuurman.
Pakistan won the first match by three runs while 
South Africa took the second by six wickets, both in 
Lahore.
Pakistan: Babar Azam (capt), Haider Ali, Hussain 
Talat, Asif Ali, Mohammad Nawaz, Faheem Ashraf, 
Mohammad Rizwan, Shaheen Afridi, Hasan Ali, 
Usman Qadir, Zahid Mahmood
South Africa: Heinrich Klaasen (capt), Reeza 
Hendricks, Janneman Malan, David Miller, Andile 
Phehlukwayo, Dwaine Pretorius, Tabraiz Shamsi, 
Lutho Sipamla, Pite van Biljon, Bjorn Fortuin, Jon-Jon 
Smuts

PPP can only 
win 10 seats 

from Sindh by 
buying other 
parties’ mem-
bers: Fawad 
Chaudhry

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Science and 
Technology Fawad 
Chaudhry on Sunday 
said that Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) can only win 
ten Senate seats from 
Sindh if they buy other 
party members

Fawad Chaudhry, in a 
tweet, said that the PPP 
has been opposing open 
balloting for the coming 
Senate elections to keep 
up its vote-purchase tra-
dition.

The minister asked the 
Supreme Court to make 
the chief minister’s state-
ment part of its proceed-
ings on the presidential 
reference on Senate open 
vote.

MALAM JABBA: A skiers busy in skating during an event of” International Ski Home Run” in 
collaboration Zalmi & REDBULL at Malam Jabba. INP POHTO

Monitoring Desk/INP 
NEWS

SWABI: Speaker Asad 
Qaisar has said that PTI 
government will not 
compromise with ele-
ments who sold their 
votes for monetary 
gains during Senate 
election in 2018 as it 
came into power 
against corruption.

Addressing workers 
convention here, the 
speaker said that horse 
trading and sale and 
purchase of votes in 
senate election would 
not be accepted and no 
compromise would be 
made with elements 
who sold their political 
loyalties for monetary 

gains.
He said people are 

custodian of their votes 
and would not allow 
anyone to sell their 
votes for monetary 
gains.

He said free and 
transparent election 
give strength and 
moral ground to 
democracy and that is 
why the government 
was stressing on open 
balloting in senate elec-
tion to eliminate 
chances of horse trad-
ing, corruption and 
sale and purchase of 
votes.

In the past, he said 
people votes were sold 
during Senate Election.

“How a political 

party with a few mem-
bers in assembly would 
elect its candidate to 
become senator,” he 
questioned.

He said PMLN was 
being converted into a 
regional political party 
due to its negative poli-
ticking.

He said PMLN slo-
gans was not in the 
people and country’s 
interest, saying 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif 
should tender apology 
from nation after her 
hatred based slogans.

He said people knew 
that who had looted the 
country resources for 
personal gains and 
who was taking 
Pakistan out of existing 

challenges today.
He said those ele-

ments that had played 
havoc to national insti-
tutions like Pakistan 
Steels Mill, Wapda and 
400 mills besides oth-
ers during their 
regimes has again 
come out with catchy 
slogans to get people 
attention. He said peo-

ple are political mature 
and was keeping dis-
tance from all such neg-
ative elements.

He said rejected poli-
ticians were trying to 
create division among 
people for political 
gains but all such ill 
designs would be frus-
trated with power of 
people.

No compromise with 
elements found guilty in 
sale, purchase of votes 

during Senate polls: Speaker

Awareness 
seminar, 
rally on 
banning 

polythene 
bags 

organized
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Departm 
ent of Environmental Scie 
nces (DES) of Internati 
onal Islamic University 
Islamabad (IIUI) in col-
laboration with the 
Ministry of Climate 
Change (MoCC) and Pak 
–EPA on Sunday organ-
ized an awareness semi-
nar and rally on banning 
Polythene bags.

It was led by the Dean 
Faculty of Basic and Appl 
ied Sciences Dr. Muha 
mmad Irfan, while fac-
ulty members of the vari-
ous departments, officials 
of MoCC and Pak-EPP 
also joined the activity.

The speakers noted 
that Plastic pollution and 
subsequent environmen-
tal damage is a major 
challenge to Pakistan. 
Plastic can persist in the 
environment for several 
hundred years and the 
waste poses serious envi-
ronmental hazards and 
health problems in 
humans as well as in ani-
mals. Speaking on the 
occasion, Dr. Irfan said 
that the aim of the cam-
paign is to create aware-
ness against plastic pollu-
tion and to urge for eco-
friendly solutions for 
long-term use. The par-
ticipants were holding 
placards inscribed.

PDM does not have 
limited options, will show 

cards when right time 
comes: Saad Rafique

News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) senior leader Khawaja Saad Rafique Thursday 
said Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) does 
not have limited options and it will show its cards 
when the right time comes.

The PML-N leader talked to media in Lahore and 
said every former prime minister was declared as 
thief, robber or traitor, but the dust settles when a 
government goes out of power.

Saad Rafique said, “Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) does not see its black holes. Cases have been 
lodged against the entire PML-N leadership, and 
party president Shehbaz Sharif has been impris-
oned again.

“I served sixteen months in jail for trying to 
improve Pakistan Railways and Khawaja Salman 
Rafique was imprisoned for sixteen months for 
attempting to bring reforms in the health sector.”

The PML-N leader also condemned brutal tor-
ture on government employees and said the state 
behaved in a similar manner against them as it tor-
tures the opposition. 

Will continue 
supporting Kashmiris 

till right to self-
determination: Shibli

NLC completes 95% work 
on CPEC Western Route 

Package- 1
News Desk/INP 
NEWS

RAWALPINDI: Ensu 
ring the highest qual-
ity of work, National 
Logistics Cell (NLC) 
is giving final touches 
to one of the most 
important component 
of China Pakistan Eco 
nomic Corridor’s (CP 
EC) Western Route 
Alignment as more 
than 95% of work has 
so far been com-
pleted. 

The 285-kilometers 
long Hakla–Dera 
Ismail Khan Motor 
way project has been 
divided into five dif-
ferent packages which 

were awarded to vari-
ous construction 
firms. NLC is working 
on Package-1 of the 
project and will be the 
first to complete its 
assigned section of 
motorway. Package-1 
comprises of 4-lane 
carriageway having 
total length of 55 kilo-
meters that originates 
from Yarik near DI 
Khan and culminates 
at Rehmani Khel area.

NLC has completed 
all major infrastruc-
ture development 
works including con-
struction of carriage-
way, two interchanges 
(one each at Yarik and 
Abdulkhel), six under 

passes, four bridges 
and other structures 
like accommodation 
buildings and toll 
plazas etc. Ancillary 
work on a couple of 
weigh stations is cur-
rently un derway 
which is exp ected to 
be concluded ahead 
of its scheduled com-
pletion date of 31st 
March 2021. 

As the motorway 
passes through sandy 
and rugged terrain 
with little or no forest 
cover, NLC has plan 
ted 154,000 saplings 
on right of way along 
road. The plantation 
is part of “Sar Sabz-o-
Shadab Pakistan”.

India plans to remove 
every symbol of 

Muslim’s history in 
IOJK: Sardar Masood

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: President Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK), Sardar Masood Khan has said that India is 
removing every symbol related to the history of 
Muslims or the religion of Islam in occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir under a well thought out strategy.

He said, sitting fanatical rulers of India have 
hinted to the construction of 100,000 Hindu temples 
in occupied Jammu and Kashmir and the razing of 
mosques that they claim were constructed by demol-
ishing Hindu temples.

The AJK President expressed these views while 
addressing the inaugural ceremony of a photo-
graphic and cultural exhibition-related to Indian 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on Thursday. Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi, Federal Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Shibli Faraz and others also spoke 
on the occasion.

Sardar Masood said that the BJP-RSS regime is 
erasing all such symbols which are related to reli-
gion, civilization, culture and language of Muslims, 
adding that in the occupied territory, Urdu lan-
guage, which has been spoken and written for cen-
turies, has been abolished and the Hindi language is 
being introduced in its place so that the new genera-
tion of Kashmiris are cut off from this language.

He said that in spite of these heinous acts of the 
Indian government, Hindu temples, religious places 
and buildings and archaeological sites associated 
with the history of Hindu religion in Azad Kashmir 
were not only protected.   

Pak vs SA: Pakistan 
win third T20 against 

South Africa by 4 
wickets

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting 
Senator Shibli Faraz has 
said that the Government 
and people of Pakistan 
have always supported 
their Kashmiri brethren 
during the last seven 
decades, and would con-
tinue to do so until the 
Kashmiris succeed in 
their struggle for their 
inalienable right to self-
determination.

Speaking at the 
Kashmir Solidarity Day 
Photographic Exhibition 
at Foreign Office on 
Thursday, he said that 
Pakistan under the 
visionary leadership of 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has rejected India’s 
illegal actions of August 
5, 2019 and highlighted 
the humanitarian, legal 
and peace and security 
dimensions of the issue 
at international level.

Shibli Faraz said that 
the prime minister has 
reached out international 
leaders, global institu-
tions, the UN, the OIC 
and forcefully raised the 
Jammu & Kashmir dis-
pute on all multilateral 

and international fora. 
“Our efforts to project 

the Kashmir cause have 
not gone unnoticed. 
United Nations Security 
Council has discussed 
the Jammu & Kashmir 
dispute three times since 
5 August 2019. UN 
Secretary General has 
affirmed multiple times 
that the position of the 
United Nations on 
Jammu & Kashmir is 
governed by the Charter 
of the United Nations 
and applicable Security 
Council resolutions. 
World leaders, interna-
tional human rights 
organizations as well as 
the media have been at 
one in condemnation of 
the lockdown by Indian 
occupation forces in 
IIOJK”, he added.

The Information Mini 
ster said that the struggle 
and expression of soli-
darity will go on until 
the purpose is fulfilled – 
providing Kashmiris 
their right to self-deter-
mination in line with the 
UNSC resolutions. 
Pakistan has repeatedly 
expressed its desire for 
peace but unfortunately, 
India has vitiated the 
atmosphere.

Pakistan Army honours 
MMA fighter Ahmed 

Mujtaba
News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Pakis 
tan’s Ahmed Mujtaba 
aka Wolverine, who 
knocked out India’s 
Rahul Raju aka The 
Kerala Krusher in only 
56 seconds, called on 
ISPR Director General 
Maj Gen Babar Iftikhar

The ISPR DG pre-
sented him with a 
shield honouring his 
battle win against the 
Indian.   In a tweet, 
Ahmed Mujtaba said, “I 
am humbled by the 
encouragement and 
support. I request our 
youth to have faith in 
Allah & follow the prin-
ciples of hard work and 
commitment.”

Ahmed aka 
Wolverine outclassed 
the Indian in the first 
round of the mixed 
martial arts (MMA) 
competition ONE 

Championship at the 
Singapore Indoor 
Stadium on Friday.

Mujtaba landed the 
first blow shortly after 
the athlete touched 
gloves as he delivered a 
well-aimed kick on 
Raju’s lead leg. Without 
wasting any time, he 
came in again, hoping 
to land a punch but 
Raju deflected it. 

The Kerala Krusher 
then bounced back, 
hoping to regain 
momentum but Mujtaba 
disrupted any such 
plan by landing another 
kick. Raju again “came 
forward with a pawing 
jab and then a wild 
overhand right” but 
Mujtaba blocked it and 
backed away. He 
belonged to Quetta and 
one of the brightest 
martial arts stars to 
emerge from Pakistan. 
He debuted in 2013.

Nutrition priority agenda 
of Punjab govt: Abdullah 

Khan Sumbal
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Chairman Planning & Development Board 
Government of Punjab, Abdullah Khan Sumbal has 
reasserted that Nutrition is priority agenda of 
Government of Punjab.

He was addressing inaugural session of consul-
tative workshop “Harmonizing with International 
Development Partners to Improve Nutrition related 
Activities in Punjab” organized by Multi Sectoral 
Nutrition Center (MSNC), Planning & Development 
Board, Government of Punjab at P&D Board on 
Thursday.

Mr. Abdullah Khan Sumbal said that on direc-
tion of Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr. Imran Khan 
in National Nutrition Coordination Council, 
Punjab Multi Sectoral Nutrition Response Plan has 
been prepared and reviewed by technical experts 
of International Development Partners as well as 
other stakeholders. 

He lauded the efforts of MSNC and acknowl-
edged the support of international development 
partners to address the nutrition related issues. It 
will surely help to improve nutrition related indi-
cators. Chairman P&D Board appreciated the work 
done in the nutrition center and its team particu-
larly in improving the nutrition related indicator 
that is malnutrition, Stunting, Wasting in Southern 
Punjab.

 The consultative workshop was attended by rep-
resentative of international partners that is 
UNICEF, UNFPA, WFP, NI etc. It was organized by 
Dr. Sohail Saqlain Executive Director MSNC P&D 
Board and his team and also had successful launch of 
a video related to nutrition activities at ground by the 
district coordinators of the province.

Govt focusing 
on development 
of South Pun-

jab: CM Buzdar

News Desk

LAHORE: Chief Minister 
of Punjab (CM) Sardar 
Usman Buzdar on Sunday 
said that the government 
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) is focusing on 
the development of South 
Punjab province.

In a statement, the CM 
said that the district 
authorities are ensuring 
provision of basic facili-
ties to the general masses. 
Will soon hold local bod-
ies elections in Punjab to 
resolve the problems of 
the people at local level, 
he added.  

Earlier, Chief Minister 
of Punjab Sardar Usman 
Buzdar said that that he 
personally visits back-
ward areas of the prov-
ince to know problems of 
masses and stressed that 
he is a voice of all back-
ward areas not just DG 
Khan.

Condition of Malir worse than 
Thar, says Haleem Adil

News Desk

KARACHI: Pakistan 
Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) 
Vice President and the 
leader of opposition in 
Sindh Assembly Hal 
eem Adil Sheikh has 
said that the PPP has 
been winning from 
Malir since 1971, but 
today the condition of 
Malir is worse than 
Tharparker. 

Addressing a press 
conference in Guls 
han-e-Umair here 
Sunday flanked by 
PTI Karachi President 
Khuram Sherzaman, 
MNAs Alamgir Kha 
n, Saima Nadeem and 
PTI candidate from 
PS-88 Jansher Junejo, 

he said that Malir 
lacks facilities of 
clean drinking water, 
education and health-
care. He said that the 
corrupt rulers have 
promoted drug cul-
ture in Malir. He said 
in past these rulers 
would govern Malir 
through Rao Anwar 
and used to illegally 
sell Reti-bajri. 

Haleem Adil said 
after the month of 
March major changes 
are due in Sindh. He 
said that chief minis-
ter Murad Ali Shah is 
daydreaming. His 
statement that they 
will get 10 Senate 
seats from Sindh is 
tantamount to confes-

sion of horse trading 
and the Supreme Cou 
rt should take action 
against them. He said 
he would write to the 
election commission 
on this matter. 

He said during last 
Senate elections a bit-
ter horse trading was 
witnessed in Sindh, 
and the PPP used 
looted money to buy 
votes. He said we 
want open voting but 
the PPP has always 
opposed it. He said 
however a case is pen 
ding in the Supreme 
Court. He said all 
members of PTI and 
its allied parties are 
united and they 
would thwart.


