
Vol. IV, No. 230 Thursday, 11 February, 2021  email address: quettavoice712@gmail.com Editor:  Asim Khan  Price Rs. 5

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Capital 
police resorted to tear 
gas shelling near the 
Pakistan Secretariat on 
Wednesday as they 
tried to push back gov-
ernment employees who 
were protesting for a 
pay rise.
Several employees were 
arrested and those stuck 
in the Secretariat Block 
broke the door to escape.
Protests were being 
held at several different 
points of the city, includ 
ing Constitution 
Avenue, outside Secreta 
riat Block and Cabinet 
Block. A protest was 
also held outside the 
National Press Club, 
which was joined by 
employees posted in 
Balochistan and Punjab. 
Later, the protesters 
started a march towards 
the Parliament House.
Several government 
employees are protest-
ing against the govern-
ment over different 

issues.The All Pakistan 
Government Employees 
Association (APGE) and 
All Pakistan Teachers 
Association groups are 
calling for regularisa-
tion of contractual 
employees and are pro-
testing against dispar-
ity in salaries.
Police placed containers 
on the roads, sealing off 
D-Chowk. Reports of 
the arrests of APGE 
leader Rehman Bajwa, 
Banaras Jadoon and 
Jawed Sanjera also 
emerged.
DIG (operations) Afzal 
Ahmed Kausar and 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police Dr Syed 
Mustafa Tanvir are per-
sonally observing the 
security arrangements, 
a statement by the police 
spokesperson said.
Islamabad Deputy 
Commissioner Hamza 
Shafqaat was also at the 
scene and was oversee-
ing the situation.
“The morale of the 
police is high [and] the 

situation is completely 
under control,” the 
statement said.
“Action will be taken 
against the ones who 
took law in their hands,” 
the statement read fur-
ther. Govt stance Addre 
ssing a press conference 
in Islamabad, Inform 
ation Minister Shibli 
Faraz said that the prim 
e minister was “very 
concerned” about the 
issues being faced by 
government employees 
and the situation in the 
Red Zone.
He stated that the pre-
mier has directed the 
ministries concerned to 
resolve the employees’ 
issues immediately. “He 
is very serious about 
this and wants the 
issues to be resolved,” 
he said, adding that a 
three-member govern-
ment committee will 
address a press confer-
ence soon.“I think that 
the protest will end 
today,” he said. Addres 
sing a press conference 

later in the day, Defence 
Minister Pervez Khatt 
ak, who is part of the 
committee holding talks 
with the protesters, said 
that the government 
wanted to give the empl 
oyees a special allow-
ance for the months 
before June.
A commission is also 
looking at the issue and 
will give a decision 
before the budget is 
announced and the 
problem will be solved, 
he added.
Sharing details of talks 
with the protesters, he 
said: “When [talks] 
started, we said we will 
give 24 per cent but they 
demanded [much more]. 
Calculations are being 
done [and] we are ready 
to talk.”However, 
Khattak warned that 
the “government has 
limits” and it was ready 
to give increments 
according to what was 
suitable keeping in view 
the condition of the 
country and the treas-

ury but “if they want it 
[on their own terms], it 
will be difficult”.
The minister said the 
government was “still 
ready to talk” to the 
protesters if they 
brought their demands 
within limits.
He said another issue 
that had emerged was 
that government 
employees from prov-
inces had also joined the 
protest, clarifying that 
the Centre could only 
do something if it was 
related to its own 
employees.“Provincial 
problems are solved by 
provincial governments 
because, after the 18th 
Amendment, we cannot 
order them to increase 
salaries.”
Speaking after Khattak, 
Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Ali Mohammad Khan 
said the government 
was “not any less wor-
ried” for the protesters 
than they were them-
selves.

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Supr 
eme Court abolished 
death penalties for pris-
oners with mental ill-
nesses in a landmark 
judgment on Wednesday.
If a prisoner on death 
row is unable to compre-
hend the rationale 
behind their punish-
ment due to a mental ill-
ness, then carrying out 
the death sentence does 
not “meet the ends of 
justice”, the court’s order 
read.
A five-judge bench 
headed by Justice 
Manzoor Ahmad Malik 
announced the judgment 
at the Lahore registry.
The decision was taken 
after the court heard 
three cases of prisoners 
on death row showing 
symptoms of mental ill-
nesses. These were Imda 
d Ali, Kanizan Bibi, and 
Ghulam Abbas. They 
have spent 18, 30, and 14 
years in prison respec-
tively, and have been 
convicted of murder.
The court changes 
Kanizan Bibi and Ali’s 
sentence to life impris-
onment and has ordered 
a new petition to be pre-
pared for Ghulam Abbas 

which clearly showed 
symptoms of his illness. 
The petition will have to 
be prepared on the basis 
of the Prison Rules and 
submitted to the presi-
dent.
The court has instructed 
the Punjab government 
to move the prisoners 
from jail to the Punjab 
Institute of Mental 
Health in Lahore.
The court has decided to 
substitute the terms 
“unsoundness of mind, 
lunatic and unsound 
mind” mentioned in the 
PPC and the Prison 
Rules with “mental ill-
ness” or “mental disor-
der”.
On the other hand, the 
court clarified that not 
every mental illness can 
qualify for an exemption 
from the death sentence.
“This exemption will be 
applicable only in that 
case where a medical 
board, consisting of 
mental health profes-
sionals, certifies after a 
thorough examination 
and evaluation that the 
condemned prisoner no 
longer has higher mental 
functions to appreciate 
the rationale behind the 
sentence of death 
awarded to them.”

5G service 
to be 

launched in 
Pakistan in 
December 

2022: 
minister

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Information 
Technology and Teleco 
mmunications, Syed 
Aminul Haque annou 
nced on Wednesday that 
the 5G technology would 
be launched in Pakistan 
next year in December.

He said this while 
addressing the contract 
signing ceremony of 
broadband projects in 
Upper Dir, Chitral and 
Lower Dir districts.

The contract was 
signed between 
Universal Service Fund 
(USF) and Telenor for 
high-speed mobile 
broadband projects in 
Upper Dir, Chitral and 
Lower Dir districts. The 
ceremony was wit-
nessed by Federal 
Minister for IT and 
Telecom Syed Amin Ul 
Haque and SAPM Syed 
Zulfiqar Abbas Bukhari.

The IT minister fur-
ther said that the broad-
band project in Upper 
Dir, Chitral and Lower 
Dir districts would be 
completed at a cost of 
Rs1.3 billion, adding 
that the government 
also taking measures to 
resolve internet issues 
in North Waziristan.

“IT ministry taking 
necessary measures to 
ensure availability of 
broadband services at 
all tourist spots across 
the country,” he added.

Syed Aminul Haque 
said that Prime Minister 
Imran Khan will per-
form the groundbreak-
ing of the special tech-
nology zone in 
Islamabad next week.

He said that local 
manufacturing of mobile 
phones has started in 
Pakistan and soon 
Pakistani people would 
be able to get cheaper 
cell phones.

ISLAMABAD: Federal government employees react as police fired teargas shells to disperse them while trying to march 
toward the Parliament House during a protest to demand higher wages. INP PHOTO

Nurses block road in 
Quetta against 

nonpayment of salaries
Health Desk

QUETTA: Over 300 
nurses staged a pro-
test demonstration in 
Quetta against non-
payment of salaries 
and delay in extension 
of their contract 
orders. The protesting 
nursed blocked the 
Inscomb road as a pro-
test again st the gov-
ernment.

“We will continue 
our protest till solu-
tion of our problems”, 
Amina bibi, a protest-
ing nurse said. She 
said the government 
had appointed 350 
nurses on a contract 
basis last year. 
“Without any reason, 
the health department 
has stopped our sala-
ries”, she lamented.

The protesting nurs 

es chanted full-throat 
ed slogans against the 
health department for 
what they call its fail-
ure to address their 
issues. The blockade 
of the road caused a 
suspension of traffic 
on Inscomb road. 
People faced difficul-
ties as a result of pro-
test nurses. Some staff 
members of the civil 
hospital also joined 
the protesting nurse to 
support their 
demands.

“Para-medical staff 
also support genuine 
demand of nurses”, 
Muhammad Akram, a 
protesting para-medic 
said. The health 
depart ment govern-
ment of Balochistan 
had recrui ted 350 
nurses to battle the 
COVID19 last year. 

Islamabad police resort to 
shelling amid govt employees’ 

protest for pay rise

Opposition will cry foul 
if Senate vote not held 

through open ballot: PM
News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on 
Wednesday said that the 
opposition parties will 
cry foul if upcoming elec-
tions of the Senate are not 
held through open vote as 
government can secure 
more seats through secret 
voting.

Talking to media per-
son at Kallar Syedan 
Tehsil of Rawalpindi, 
Prime Minister said that 
rate of one seat of upper 
house of Parliament is 
between Rs500 million to 
Rs700 million and won-
dered how these repre-
sentatives that make their 
way to the house through 
illegal means can serve 
the people.

The premier further 
said that timing of video 
is not important and clar-
ified that he would have 
used the video as evi-
dence in cases if he had it 
in his possession earlier.

He regretted that the 
selling and purchasing of 
votes in the polls of upper 
house is continuing over 
the last three decades. He 
said the political parties 
which remained in power 
during this period did 
not make any attempt to 
stop these corrupt prac-

tices as this money also 
goes to the top leadership. 
He disclosed that several 
offers were also made to 
him in the past for the 
Senate seat.

Imran Khan recalled 
that it was he who 
expelled his twenty 
MPAs in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa for their 
involvement in the horse 
trading in the previous 
Senate elections. He 
pointed out that both the 
PML (N) and the PPP had 
made a commitment in 
the Charter of Democracy 
to hold the Senate elec-
tions through an open 
ballot. He questioned as 
to why they are back-
tracking from their com-
mitment.

On the other hand, 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan while addressing a 
ceremony in connection 
with the second phase of 
Ehsaas Kafalat, said that 
the government will facil-
itate small businesses to 
help the deserving per-
sons and told that work 
on Naya Pakistan 
Housing program has 
been started.

He assured to fully 
support and provide 
social protection to the 
poor segments of the soci-
ety.

SC ends death penalty 
for ‘mentally ill 

prisoners’
Commutes sentences of two 

schizophrenic prisoners

OGRA 
approves 

hike in gas 
prices

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Oil 
and Gas Regulatory Aut 
hority (OGRA) on Wedn 
esday approved hike up 
to 2 percent in gas prices 
for Sui Northern Gas 
Pipelines Limited 
(SNGPL) consumers, 
ARY News reported.

The OGRA has pro-
posed a hike in gas 
prices for the fiscal year 
2020-21. The gas prices 
will be applied following 
notification of the gov-
ernment.

According to OGRA, 
the gas price for the Sui 
Northern Gas Pipelines 
Limited (SNGPL) con-
sumers has been increa 
sed by Rs13.42 per MMB 
TU. SNGPL had 
requested OGRA to 
increase Rs123 per 
MMBTU.

The newly revised 
price to be borne by con-
sumers is Rs644.59 per 
mmbtu.

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
addressed at the graduation ceremony of the 

participants of 40th Specialized Diplomatic Course. INP

83 percent of fencing work 
completed at PakAfghan 

border: Zia Langove
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Home Minister 
Balochistan, Mir 
Ziaullan Langove on 
Tuesday said 83 percent 
of fencing work at the 
Pak-Afghan border com-
pleted currently. Mr. 
Langove chaired a high-
level meeting with 
regard to the fencing of 
the Pak-Afghan border.
Legal movement 
increased after fencing 
of border 
“Legal movement of peo-
ple increased after fenc-
ing of the border”, the 
minister said. He men-
tioned that the number 
of terrorist acts also 
decreased following the 
fencing of the border 
with the neighboring 
country. An increase in 

the legal movement has 
improved bilateral trade 
between the two coun-
tries, the minister stated.
Senator Manzoor Kakar, 
Captain ® Khaliq Achak 
zai, Additional Chief 
Secretary Home, Hafiz 
Abdul Basit, Commissi 
oner Quetta Division, 
Asfandyar Khan, DIG 
Police Azhar Akram, 
Commandant FC Colonel 
Muhammad Rashid, and 
other high ups attended 
the meeting.
213km fencing of the 
border completed so far
213km fencing of the 
border completed so far 
and remaining 27km 
would be fenced off, the 
officials informed the 
meeting. The meeting 
thoroughly reviewed 
issues relating to the 

border. The meeting 
decided to address the 
grievances of tribesmen 
living on both sides of 
the border in the after-
math of the fencing. The 
meeting directed the dis-
trict administration and 
board of revenue to file 
reports regarding the 
settlement issues at the 
border.
Tribal elders to be taken 
on board about settle-
ment issues 
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Home Minister 
said, ‘all tribal elders 
would be taken on board 
regarding the fencing of 
the border and settle-
ment issues“. He under-
lined the need for boost-
ing people to people con-
tact between the people 
of the two countries.

From Our Correspondent 

LAHORE: A delegation of students 
from Balochistan called on Punjab 
Law Minister, Raja Basharat on Tues 
day. The students dema nded of the 
minister to restore Balochistan’s medi-
cal seats in Punja b’s prestigious medi-
cal institutions.

The students complained that stu-
dents who scored better percentage in 
the medical test from Balochistan 
wanted to get admission on open 
merit seats in King Edward Coll ege, 
Nishtar College, and other institu-
tions. The Punjab Law Minister, Raja 
Basharat however assured the stu-
dents that their issue would be 
addressed on a priority basis.

“We are referred to D.G Khan medi-
cal college”, a student complained  “In 

violation of earlier policy, we are 
directed to get admission in D.G 
Khan”, Khohshal Khan, an aspi ring 
student lamented. He said, “we stud-
ied day and night to get admission to 
King Edward College”. The 
Balochistan government has also 
taken up the issue of open merit seats 
with the Punjab government. “We 
have written a letter to the Punjab 
health department about the issue”, 
Noor ul Haq Baloch, the Balochistan 
secretary of health told Quetta Voice. 
The students also staged a protest 
demonstration inLahore to mount 
pressure on the government to ensure 
the admission of students. The stu-
dents came on-road and chanted slo-
gans in support of their demands.

Students protesting against the 
decrease in the number of seats by 

PMC 
Medical students from Balochistan 

have also been protesting against a 
decrease in the number of seats by the 
Pakistan Medical Commission (PMC). 
Sources in the Balochistan health 
department said the PMC has 
decreased Balochistan’s seats from 134 
to only 14.

“This is injustice with students of 
Balochistan”, Mehrab Baloch, a medi-
cal student complained. He said the 
PMC had to increase the number of 
seats for Balochistan rather than 
decreasing. “We will protest against 
this issue”, Mr. Baloch warned.

The Balochistan Assembly had also 
demanded of the federal government 
to re-visit the policy and increase the 
number of medical seats for 
Balochistan the other day.

Medical seat issue: Balochistan students call on Punjab law minister
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Going in Biden’s 
favour is the widely 
shared sense of 
urgency created by 
raging wildfires, 
crippling hurricanes

Most experts 
agree that 2020 was 
the hottest year on 
record. It edged out 
the year 2016, the 
previous record 
holder. There was a 
difference in the cir-
cumstances that 
produced record 
temperatures in 
these two years. The 
high temperatures 
in 2016 were attrib-
uted to the weather 
phenomenon, El 
Nino, a part of a nat-
ural climate cycle 
with global conse-
quences. It brings 
unusually warm 
waters across the 
tropical Pacific 
Ocean and gener-
ally results in high 
temperature in sev-
eral parts of the 
world. But the oppo-
site happened in 
2020. Instead of El 
Nino, the year saw 
La Nina which tends 
to produce cool 
ocean water and 
cold temperatures.

The year 2020’s 
extreme heat means 
the planet last year, 
and in 2016, was 
roughly 1.2 degrees 
Celsius warmer 
than it was in the 
late 1800s, which cli-
mate researchers 
regard as the pre-
industrial period. 
The warming that 
has already 
occurred is already 
producing some 
frightening effects: 
fires, hurricanes, 
floods, and the melt-
ing of the ice-cover. 
Lately the Earth has 
been warming at 
slightly over 0.2 
degrees Celsius per 

decade which effec-
tively means that 
while every year 
won’t be warmer 
than the last, they 
occur at regular and 
shorter intervals.

Leaders from 75 
countries gathered 
in London on 
December 12, 2020, 
to review their com-
mitment to address 
global warming. 
The United States 
was absent from the 
meeting. The only 
obligation of the sig-
natories was to pre-
sent a plan of action 
aimed at controlling 
the emission of 
global warming 
gases. Just before 
the beginning of the 
anniversary event, 
then president-elect 
Joe Biden issued a 
statement vowing to 
rejoin the Paris 
Agreement “on day 
one” of his presi-
dency and to restore 
the US as a world 
leader in climate 
change. He prom-
ised to put the 
nation on a path to 
achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2050, 
and to ensure that 
the shift forward 
cleaner energy 
brings new jobs to 
the US.

From day one of 
his presidency, 
Biden made head-
way using executive 
orders and shaping 
policies at the 
Environmental Prot 
ection Agency, the 
Interior Department 
and other parts of 
the government. But 
not much progress 
can be achieved 
without bringing 
Congress on board 
which remained 
deeply divided. He 
recognised the lim-
its under which he 
would need to work 
while signing the 

executive order that 
brought the US back 
to the Paris Accord. 
He also ordered fed-
eral agencies to start 
reviewing and rein-
stating 100 environ-
mental regulations 
that were rolled 
back by former pres-
ident Donald 
Trump. According 
to one newspaper 
a s s e s s m e n t , 
President Biden’s 
moves “represent an 
effort at healing one 
of the deepest step 
rifts between the 
United States and 
the rest of the world 
after Mr Trump 
defiantly rejected 
the Paris pact and 
seemed to relish his 
ad m i n i s t rat ion’s 
push to weaken or 
undo major domes-
tic climate policies”.

Going in Biden’s 
favour is the widely 
shared sense of 
urgency created by 
raging wildfires, 
crippling hurricanes 
and other climate-
fueled catastrophes. 
“We look forward 
for a very active US 
leadership in cli-
mate action from 
now on, as the US 
leadership is abso-
lutely essential,” 
Antonio Guterres, 
the UN Secretary-
General, told report-
ers after the Paris 
Accord’s anniver-
sary gathering. “The 
United States is the 
largest economy in 
the world. It is abso-
lutely essential for 
our goals to be 
reached.”

On January 27, a 
week after being 
sworn-in as 
America’s 46th pres-
ident, Joe Biden said 
climate change 
should be regarded 
as “an essential ele-
ment of US foreign 
policy and national 

security.” Pursuing 
this goal would 
bring major changes 
in America’s role in 
the world. Treating 
climate change as a 
high priority would 
require a reassess-
ment of everything 
from the United 
States military pos-
ture in the Arctic to 
helping fragile 
countries with the 
fallout of climate 
risks. The White 
House executive 
order gave an indi-
cation of the 
intended shift. It 
directed the nation’s 
intelligence agen-
cies to reassess the 
risk posed by global 
warming around 
the world, and it 
directed all govern-
ment agencies to 
determine how “cli-
mate considera-
tions” fit into their 
international priori-
ties.

Rejoining the 
Paris Accord was 
the easy part; the 
more difficult part 
— the need to set 
specific targets to 
reduce emissions by 
2030 and to identify 
domestic policies to 
realise these goals 
— will be harder. 
The more ambitious 
targets would give 
the US leverage over 
other countries 
ahead of the next 
global talks set for 
November 2021 in 
Glasgow, Britain. 
The White House 
expects the emis-
sions reduction tar-
gets to be announced 
before the global 
summit on April 22, 
2021, Earth Day. On 
January 27, John 
Kerry, the White 
House climate czar, 
told a meeting of the 
World Economic 
Forum that the 
Glasgow meeting 

would be “the last 
chance” to get the 
world on track to 
avert the worst 
effects of climate 
change. “The stakes 
on climate change 
just simply couldn’t 
be any higher than 
they are right now. It 
is existential. 
President Biden 
knows when almost 
90% of all of the 
planet’s emissions 
come from outside 
the US borders. We 
could go zero tomor-
row and the prob-
lem isn’t solved.” 
Climate may be one 
of the few areas of 
cooperation in an 
increasingly tense 
relationship bet 
ween Washington 
and Beijing 

John Kerry has 
repeatedly said that 
the US could use its 
aid and investment 
activities in coun-
tries critical for 
bringing climate 
change under con-
trol. He could 
encourage US 
investment in coun-
tries such as India 
and Pakistan to 
move away from 
coal and go towards 
renewables. Kerry 
said that having 
reneged on a $2 bil-
lion pledge to the 
UN backed Green 
Climate Fund, the 
US would “make 
good” on its finan-
cial commitment to 
help vulnerable 
countries deal with 
climate risks.

Several important 
parts of the admin-
istrative structure 
including the State, 
Treasury and 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Departments, the 
National Security 
Council and the 
Office of the Vice-
President will have 
dedicated climate 

policy staff. Once 
having been sworn 
in, President Biden 
issued a series of 
executive orders 
that started the pro-
cess of rolling back 
some of the Trump 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s 
most debated envi-
ronmental decisions 
such as restricting 
the science that can 
be used to create 
new air and water 
protections.

President Biden 
spelled out his ambi-
tious programme in 
a speech given on 
January 27, seven 
days after taking the 
oath of his office. 
There was support 
from some surpris-
ing quarters in addi-
tion to welcoming 
comments from 
those who had 
wished for the gov-
ernment to play an 
activist role. Accor 
ding to one account, 
“automakers are 
coming to accept 
that much higher 
fuel economy stand-
ards; large oil and 
gas companies have 
said some curbs on 
greenhouse pollu-
tion lifted by former 
president Donald J 
Trump should be 
reimposed; share-
holders are demand-
ing that corpora-
tions acknowledge 
and prepare for a 
warmer, more vola-
tile future; and 
youth movement is 
driving the 
Democratic Party to 
go big to confront 
the issue.”

But to get 
Congress to move 
will not be easy.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all updates 
on all our daily 
pieces.

Saving the planet from disaster

Since the announcement of results by the 
Pakistan Medical Commission (PMC), 
students of Balochistan have been pro-
testing for the restoration of medical 
seats. The students complain the PMC 
decreased the number of medical seats 
for the province from 134 to only 14.
Almost five decades ago, the federal gov-
ernment had reserved medical seats for 
the students of Balochistan in the higher 
education commission to provide them 
an equal better academic atmosphere.
Balochistan is lagging behind other prov-
inces in key social-indicators 
The province that covers half of the coun-
try in terms of area is lagging behind other 
provinces in terms of key social indicators 
including education. Educational institu-
tions paint a bleak picture in Balochistan 
when it comes to quality education.
In view of backwardness and poor quality 
of education, the federal government had 
given some concessions to students of 
Balochistan the erstwhile FATA. Since the 
establishment of Bolan Medical College in 
the 1970s,  shining students from Balochist 
an used to study on provincial quota at 
Nishtar Medical College, King Edward 
College, and other prestigious medical 
institutions.
Balochistan seats in Punjab’s prestigious 
medical institutions
The former chief minister Punjab, Shehbaz 
Sharif doubled reserved seats of medical 
students from 11 to 22 for Balochistan in 
2008. The students getting better score 
would get a chance to study in the well-
reputed medical institutions.
However, the Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 
led government in Punjab has asked the 
students from Balochistan to study in Dera 
Ghazi Khan medical college rather than 
the prestigious institutions. This has 
prompted the students to stage protest 
demonstrations. Balochistan students 
called on the Punjab law minister to mount 
pressure on the government to restore 
their admissions to King Edward and 
other institutions. Balochistan has three 
medical colleges Balochistan has only 
three functional medical colleges includ-
ing the Bolan Medical College, Khuzdar 
Medical College, and Loralai Medical 
College. One military-run Quetta Institute 
of Medical Sciences (QIMS). Although, 
the BMC administration deserves appre-
ciation for increasing seats of MBBS this 
year. However, students of the province 
need the attention of the federal govern-
ment in general and PMC in particular 
for the restoration of 134 seats of MBBS. 
Poor governance coupled with deteriorat-
ing law and order situation has com-
pounded the problems of the people of 
Balochistan during the last two decades. 
Students are not an exception indeed.
The federal government and Punjab gov-
ernment must come up with a solution to 
issues faced by students of Balochistan. 
The Balochistan government should also 
go beyond statements and practically 
convince the two governments to restore 
the medical seats of Balochistan.

Balochistan students 
demand restoration of 

medical seats

Dark alleys of inclusion
M u h a m m a d 

Hamid Zaman 
There is a lot of 

talk about justice, 
equity by federal 
and provincial 
govts. None of that, 
unfortunately, is 
true

In the third week 
of January 2021, a 
team of young girls 
from Karachi, born 
and raised in an 
urban slum, brought 
home a rare acco-
lade. The team of 
five won the first 
prize in an interna-
tional gymnastics 
competition held in 
Russia defeating 
teams from around 
the world. Their per-
formance was fluid 
and artistic, their 
athletic ability shin-
ing at every step. 
This year, due to 
Covid-19, the com-
petition and judging 
was all online. 
Winning the compe-
tition was a proud 
moment for the girls 
and their coaches, 
who despite the 

odds of poverty and 
minimal resources, 
did something quite 
remarkable. The 
girls were proud of 
their achievement 
and rightfully 
delighted to bring 
home the honour for 
their country.

There was how-
ever a problem.

The country that 
the girls thought 
they were repre-
senting did not rec-
ognise them as its 
own daughters. 
Their long hours of 
practice and impec-
cable performance 
did not matter. 
There was not going 
to be any recogni-
tion by any mayor, 
minister or a 
bureaucrat. The 
girls belonged to 
the marginalised 
and stateless 
Bengali community 
of Machar Colony 
in Karachi. In their 
minds and hearts, 
they represented 
Pakistan. The state 
however does not 

think so. They may 
have been born and 
raised in Karachi, 
they may have seen 
no other country, 
but for the state 
they do not exist. 
They never have.

The only reason 
these girls could 
participate in the 
competition was 
because it was 
online. Had the 
competition been 
held in person, they 
would not have 
been able to get a 
visa or travel. One 
needs identification 
documents, pass-
ports and ID cards 
to book flights and 
apply for visas. That 
privilege is not 
available to those 
who do not exist. 
These girls and 
their entire commu-
nity are not in any 
database except of a 
few organisations 
that work in their 
community. The 
schooling of these 
girls will end soon 
because to appear 

for matriculation 
(9th and 10th grade) 
exams they need 
identification. They 
may be good in 
what they do but 
are not lucky 
enough to have any 
identification. They 
are not allowed to 
dream.

Imagine for a 
moment having 
extraordinary ath-
letic ability, intellec-
tual gifts or creative 
capacity that distin-
guishes you from 
your peers. Imagine 
then, having no 
channel to express 
that because you do 
not matter. Not pro-
verbially but quite 
literally. If this is 
the state of those 
who are endowed 
with gifts, imagine 
the situation of 
those who need 
extra care due to 
physical, mental or 
emotional disabili-
ties. Imagine if this 
trauma of non-
existence is passed 
from one generation 

to the next.
There is a lot of 

talk about justice, 
equity and inclu-
sion by federal and 
provincial govern-
ments. None of that, 
unfortunately, is 
true. The Bengalis, 
Burmese and other 
stateless (who are 
entitled citizenship 
by law) are outside 
the purview of any 
such inclusion. 
They are — for all 
practical purposes 
— outside the scope 
of a dignified exist-
ence. Everyone, 
even the state, 
knows that they are 
there, struggling in 
the far corners of 
our cities, surviving 
barely in the dark 
alleys of our con-
sciousness. They 
exist in places we 
do not go lest we be 
faced by uncom-
fortable realities 
about who we are as 
a people. We choose 
not to look them in 
the eye as those 
eyes hold mirrors to 

us where we can see 
our xenophobia, 
racism and exclu-
sion.

The global pan-
demic should have 
taught us the value 
of empathy, support 
and dignity. It 
should have also 
taught us the value 
of kindness in our 
conduct. But per-
haps the biggest les-
son is about our 
common bonds. We 
have survived 
because of selfless-
ness of others. 
Maybe we can also 
help others survive 
the pandemic of 
exclusion.

The absolute best 
time to do some-
thing about the 
stateless in the 
country was dec-
ades ago. The next 
best time is today.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all updates 
on all our daily 
pieces.

Unpacking the CPEC Authority legislation
Hasaan Khawar 
The CPEC 

Authority law is a 
fairly standard 
piece of legislation, 
which has nothing 
controversial in it

The EU 
DisinfoLab’s story, 
uncovering a mas-
sive Indian propa-
ganda operation 
against Pakistan, 
broke out only two 
months ago. But 
anyone who was 
following the global 
chatter on the 
C h i n a - P a k i s t a n 
Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) knew much 
earlier that interna-
tional media was 
rife with unsub-
stantiated and often 
factually wrong sto-
ries about the corri-
dor. The cat is now 
out of the bag, but 
such fabricated sto-
ries continue to 
appear. In recent 
days, the CPEC 
Authority legisla-
tion has provided 
ample fodder for 
such stories.

A Nikkie Asia 
report says that 
Pakistan Army 
would get sweeping 

powers through the 
CPEC Authority 
law, undermining 
civilian supremacy. 
The South Asia 
Monitor has 
reported that the 
Authority’s chair-
man and other offi-
cials will have 
immunity from 
investigations by 
NAB and FIA, while 
another news report 
suggests that the 
Joint Cooperation 
Committee would 
now be headed by 
the chairman, inste 
ad of the Minister 
for Planning, 
Development and 
Reform.

None of this is of 
course true.

The CPEC 
Authority was cre-
ated through an 
ordinance in 2019 
that expired last 
year. The CPEC 
Authority Bill 2020 
was recently passed 
by the National 
Assembly and has 
yet to get the 
Senate’s approval. If 
anything, the new 
law is a definite 
improvement over 
the previous ordi-

nance.
Let’s unpack this 

draft legislation.
The JCC is still co-

chaired by the 
Minister for 
Planning and Vice 
Chairperson of 
China’s National 
Development and 
R e f o r m 
Commission. The 
law does not pro-
vide any role for the 
army, and clearly 
mandates the 
Authority to work 
under the ambit of 
CPEC’s Long Term 
Plan and JCC’s deci-
sions.

The Authority 
with a total of nine 
members, including 
the chairperson, 
has to take all deci-
sions by majority 
vote. There is no 
special voting privi-
lege for the chair-
person. Previously, 
the Authority 
reported to the 
Ministry of 
Planning, but now 
it will directly 
report to the Prime 
Minister. The ear-
lier introduced 
position of CEO has 
been removed in 

the new legislation, 
which will reduce 
bureaucracy.

The functions of 
the Authority as per 
the earlier ordi-
nance included 
coordination, moni-
toring and evalua-
tion of CPEC pro-
jects, but under the 
new law, three new 
words — planning, 
facilitating and 
enforcing — have 
also been added. 
The word ‘enforc-
ing’ may create 
some confusion, as 
individual CPEC 
projects will still be 
managed by respec-
tive ministries. 
Moreover, the ordi-
nance earlier 
empowered the 
Authority to inter-
face with the 
People’s Republic of 
China for identify-
ing new projects, 
but the new law has 
narrowed this 
down to interaction 
with the National 
Development and 
Reform Commi 
ssion (NDRC) only.

Previously, the 
Authority had the 
power to call for 

information and 
impose a penalty on 
any person for non-
compliance. Under 
the new law, while 
the Authority can 
still call for infor-
mation, it can no 
longer impose any 
penalty.

There is no spe-
cial immunity pro-
vided to CPEC 
Authority officials, 
and NAB and FIA 
aren’t even men-
tioned. The law con-
tains a standard 
indemnity clause, 
which was wrongly 
labelled as ‘immu-
nity’ under the pre-
vious ordinance, to 
protect actions 
taken in good faith. 
This is a fairly 
standard clause. In 
fact, the civil serv-
ants enjoy the exact 
same indemnity 
under Section 23A 
of the Civil Servants 
Act 1973.

Interestingly, all 
CPEC Authority 
officials under the 
law will be consid-
ered public servants 
and will be sub-
jected to Pakistan 
Penal Code’s stipu-

lated offences for 
public servants, 
under Sections 161 
to 171, including 
corruption. Another 
section of the law 
mandates audit of 
CPEC Authority by 
the Auditor General 
of Pakistan, similar 
to any other gov-
ernment entity. In 
addition, the law 
includes a conflict-
of-interest clause, 
which is a good 
measure to ensure 
transparency.

The CPEC 
Authority law is a 
fairly standard 
piece of legislation, 
which has nothing 
controversial in it. It 
is just an enabling 
law to create a new 
institution, a 
slightly more 
empowered body 
than the previous 
CPEC Project 
Directorate, to facil-
itate CPEC projects, 
and nothing more.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.
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Practical steps to resolve 
exports related issues of 

PCMAEA demanded
News Desk

LAHORE: The Pakistan 
Carpet Manufacturers and 
Exporters Association 
(PCMAEA) Sunday has 
expressed concern over the 
unresolved issues related 
to exports with the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and 
demanded that practical 
steps be taken to address 
these concerning issues on 
exigent basis.

Senior Vice Chairman 
Riaz Ahmed presided over 
a meeting of the associa-
tion which was attended 
by Carpet Training Instit 
ute (CTI) Chairperson Perv 
ez Hanif, senior central 
leader Abdul Latif Malik, 

Muhammad Akbar Malik, 
Saeed Khan, Major (retd) 
Akhtar Nazir, Daniel Ha 
nif, Faisal Saeed Khan and 
others. Issues related to 
car pet industry were dis-
cuss ed in detail in the 
meeting. Riaz Ahmed said 
that some of the SBP’s bar-
riers to exports were unjus-
tified due to which foreign 
customers were also dis-
gusted. 

“The exports of the 
handmade carpet industry 
are very different from the 
exports of other products 
but the SBP is not ready to 
accept our justification 
while the audit issues are 
also unresolved,” he 
added.

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: RINSTRA, 
Pakistan’s first short-form 
digital media platform on 
Tuesday signed a partner-
ship with WALEE, Pakistan’s 
first AI-driven, largest and 
fastest influencer marketing 
and social commerce plat-
form, to engage and train 
400,000 new content creators 
and generate a creative econ-
omy of PKR 4.8 billion. The 
partnership will provide 
entrepreneurship opportu-
nities, training and content-
generation competitions to 
upskill creators across 
Pakistan’s digital media eco-
system.   

RINSTRA is Pakistan’s 
first short-form digital media 
platform for on-demand stre 
aming and for creation of 
original user-generated con-
tent on iRINSTRA. RINSTRA 
provides entrepreneurship 
opp ortunities to emerging 
and established content crea-
tors and filmmakers in Pakist 
an and access to a wider com-
munity across the globe.  A 

US$ 150 million creative 
economy will be generated in 
the next 5 years by harness-
ing the cre ative expressions 
and digital skills of the 
young in Pakistanis. 

Walee, powered by Tech 
lets Pvt. Ltd. is Pakistan’s 
fastest growing influencer 
marketing and social com-
merce platform with more 
than 50,000 users across 250 
cities. In a mutually benefi-
cial collaboration for all 
stakeholders, RINSTRA will 
work with Walee’s growing 
content creators for digital 
storytelling and help enable 
them to monetize their work.  

Dr. Adil Akhtar, Chairman 
and Co-founder of RINSTRA 
Technologies said, “We are 
excited to partner with Walee 
on this new innovative 
endeavor which will set a 
new precedence for the crea-
tive economy in the country.  
We are confident this part-
nership will encourage 
Pakistani artists to express 
their creativity and digital 
storytelling, and create new 
dimensions of entrepreneur-

ship that do not exist in 
Pakistan.  We aim to enable 
all Pakistani talent across the 
globe through creative arts, 
regardless of their location.” 

Ahsan Tahir, Founder and 
CEO of Walee and Techlets 
said, “COVID lockdowns 
drove record high digital 
content consumption with 
Pakistan’s overall internet 
traffic increasing by twenty 
five percent.  With mobile-
accessible users crossing a 
hundred million this year, we 
must grow our digital crea-
tive community to benefit 
from growing global audi-
ences.  With RINSTRA, we 
can help promote and show-
case our creative talent while 
monetizing their work.  By 
boosting new and growing 
income sources from the arts, 
we aim to contribute further 
to Pakistan’s digital econ-
omy.” For the collaboration, 
RINSTRA will engage con-
tent creators in multiple the-
matic video competitions to 
drive innovative, entertain-
ing and educational mone-
tized content, while creating 

a cultural force that will lead 
to jobs of tomorrow. 

Amir Jahangir, Co-founder 
and CEO of RINSTRA said, 
“Pakistan’s creative industry 
is about to witness an 
unprecedented opportunity, 
not limited to metros and 
urban Pakistan but cover the 
peri-urban and the interiors.  
Young content creators will 
benefit from digital transfor-
mation of the content econ-
omy.  We aim to enable each 
content creator to earn a min-
imum average of 1,000 Rup 
ees per month, which trans-
lates to more than Rs. 4.8 bil-
lion annually in a new crea-
tive economy, or 150 million 
dollars to be generated in the 
next 5 years.”  Techlets Pvt. 
Ltd. is a data science com-
pany delivering cutting-edge 
AI-driven software and big 
data solutions using the lat-
est technology and design-
thinking principles to diver 
se sectors including retail, 
education, communications, 
industry, telecom and NGOs 
globally.  Being an innova-
tive Digital and financial incl 

usion solution, Walee was 
part of Goog le Acceler ator 
2020 cohort and has received 
assistance by Bill and Melin 
da Gates Found ation via 
Karandaaz, Amaz on, USAID 
for SMEA and IGNITE (Natio 
nal Techno logy Fund, MoIT 
T, Pakistan). 

RINSTRA is the gateway 
for Pakistani content and tal-
ent to the local and interna-
tional media markets and 
digital platforms.  Rising 
stars on iRINSTRA are pro-
moted on the main RINSTRA 
platform that will open-up 
global opportunities for the 
artists.  RINSTRA’s state-of-
the-art platform offers con-
tent creators to discover, cre-
ate, showcase and monetize 
their content creation and 
creative pursuits. 

Rinstra Technologies is 
registered in Pakistan as a 
limited liability company 
under the companies ordi-
nance 2017 of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
of Pakistan. The leadership 
and management of RINS 
TRA represent key media.

RINSTRA, WALEE to create 
entrepreneurship monetization 

opportunities for youth
A US$ 150 mln creative economy to be generated 

in next 5 years via ‘Jobs of Tomorrow.’

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has reported 40 deaths in the 
last 24 hours by novel coronavirus as the number of 
positive cases has surged to 556,519. The nationwide 
tally of fatalities has jumped to 12,066 on Tuesday.

According to the latest figures by the National 
Command and Operation Center (NCOC) 1,008 per-
sons tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.

Sindh remains the worst-hit province by the pan-
demic in terms of cases followed by Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Islamabad.

Till now 251,434 coronavirus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 161,347 in Punjab 68,625 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 42,080 in Islamabad, 18,877 in 
Balochistan, 9,238 in Azad Kashmir and 4,918 in 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Furthermore 4,919 individuals have lost their lives 
to the epidemic in Punjab 4,132 in Sindh, 1,964 in KP, 
480 in Islamabad, 273 in Azad Kashmir, 196 in 
Balochistan, and 102 in GB.

Pakistan has so far conducted 8,256,378 coronavirus 
tests and 31,509 in the last 24 hours. 512,943 coronavi-
rus patients have recovered in the country whereas 
1,797 patients are in critical condition.

Pakistan reports 40 
more deaths, 1,008 

COVID-19 new cases

FPCCI calls for 
considering option of 
generating electricity 

from waste
News Desk

KARACHI: President 
of Federation of Pakist 
an Chambers of Com 
merce and Industry 
(FPCCI), Mian Nasser 
Hyatt Maggo has said 
that the concept to uti-
lize waste to generate 
energy may be intro-
duced and the con-
cerned ministries 
should educate on this 
option.

He was speaking 
during a meeting with 
the visiting delegation 
from Pakistan Plastic 
Manufacturers Associ 

ation (PPMA) led by 
Mr. Estesham Uddin 
which called on him 
on Tuesday.

Nasser Hyat Magoo 
said that Chinese 
innovation and intro-
duction of waste recy-
cling is growing fast. 
He informed that 
Pakistani exports con-
centrate only on few 
products and few mar-
kets and we should 
also focus on non-tra-
ditional items. We 
need to improve ease 
of doing business as its 
important factors for 
promotion of exports, 

he added. 
The PPMA delega-

tion briefed the FPCCI 
President and said that 
the association is play-
ing active role to glo-
balize local plastics 
industry. The Plastic 
Industry has an over-
whelming influence in 
the economic develop-
ment of Pakistan. The 
sector is badly affected 
by complex nature of 
taxes of FBR and SRB 
due to double taxation. 
CNIC condition is also 
affecting growth of the 
sector and creating 
hurdles in supplying 

SHC exempts Sindh home 
secretary in Pearl case 

contempt hearing
News Desk

KARACHI: The Sindh Hig 
h Court on Wednesday gra 
nted exemption to Sindh 
Home Secretary from app 
earing in a contempt peti-
tion hearing over deten-
tion of Daniel Pearl mur-
der case accused.

The home secretary and 
other concerned officials 
were present in the court-
room.

Ahmed Omer Saeed and 
others had moved a con-
tempt petition in the high 
court against their deten-
tion. Assistant Advocate 
General informed the 
bench that the government 
making arrangements for 
shifting the accused to a 

rest house in a day or two.
The AAG also submitted 

the Supreme Court order 
in the case in the high 
court adding that the apex 
court decision will be fol-
lowed in letter and spirit.

The court had issued 
notices to the Chief 
Secretary Sindh and others 
and sought the govern-
ment reply over the issue.

The court today granted 
a plea from the provincial 
home secretary for exemp-
tion from the court hear-
ing. The court ruled that 
other officials would have 
to appear in the court pro-
ceedings. The bench in the 
previous hearing had 
granted exemption to the 
chief secretary.

Six Lahore 
neighbourhoods 
put under smart 

lockdown
News Desk

LAHORE: A smart lock-
down was imposed as 
many as six neighbour-
hoods of Lahore for ten 
days on Tuesday after they 
reported a spike in corona-
virus cases.

The areas that have been 
put under the lockdown 
include Ali View Garden, 
Baidian Road (Street No 1); 
DHA Phase-5 A-Block 
(Street No 21 and 20); DHA 
Phase-3 W-Block (Street 
No 21); Faisal Town Block 
C1 (Main Street); Allama 
Iqbal Town, Chenaz Block 
(Street from House N0 156 
to 167) and Al-Ahmad 
Garden A Block (Abdullah 
Street).

“There has been a con-
stant increase in positivity 

Country economic growth 
may be at 7% to meet 

economic challenges in 
2023; PBF

News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Businesses Forum (PBF) on Tuesday 
said country has a need for wide-ranging structural and 
institutional reforms on encompass tax administration, 
the wider civil service, management of state-owned enter-
prises, the energy sector, regulatory agencies, the central 
bank as well as the regulation of the corporate sector, 
among other areas. 

Talking to delegation of Industry, President PBF, 
Sahibzada Mian Usman Zulfiqar said even there is no polit-
ical will to reform the police. The latest Police Reforms 
Committee report prepared in January 2019 is gathering 
dust. Police in Pakistan must be depoliticised through dem-
ocratic institutional oversight. The role of police as service 
provider and an institution that protects citizens must be 
consciously pursued to change the present militarisation of 
internal security.

He said Pakistan’s low economic growth since 1990 is 
more to do with lack of institutional reforms rather than 
external factors. “The rot had set in somewhere before 1990, 
which resulted in low economic growth later.”

Pakistan’s economy faced too many challenges in the 
first four decades, including wars of 1965 and 1971, but it 
managed to grow over 6% on an average - higher than 
China and India.

Despite being involved in conflicts and losing East 
Pakistan in 1971, the country grew much faster than many 
leading countries. “For decades, Pakistan’s economic 
growth was among the top 10 countries in the world and 
leading economic managers from around the world came 
to see our economic model,” he added. Usman Zulfiqar said 
said Pakistan can still become governable and grow like 
India and China, but for that the country needs to imple-
ment institutional reforms to break from its past of over 25 
years. “I am not impressed with the current growth. I want 
to see Pakistan growing at least 7-8% for a sustained period 
to meet the challenges,” he stressed. No economic system is 
flawless; there is misgovernance in every system in the 
world, “We just have to evaluate the results that we get out 
of any system.”

He said today every Indian state has its own model 
and each of them is engaged in continuous evaluation to 
make it better for the people. We are wasting our 
resources to an extent that we are not even able to benefit 
from our educated people,” he added.

Mega auto show organized 
to highlight potential of 

automobile sector
News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (ICCI) in collaboration with the Centaurus Mall, 
Islamabad organized a mega show of automobile brands 
in the open parking of Centaurus to highlight the poten-
tial of the automobile sector for economic revival of the 
country. All major local and international auto brands like 
cars, SUVs, jeeps, heavy bikes, motorcycles including 
Toyota, Honda, Isuzu, Benelli, Aprilia, Changan Alsvin, 
Sigma, antique, vintage and exotic vehicles etc. were dis-
played for the interest of the visitors. Exclusive auto 
brands including Lamborghini, Ferrari, BMW, Range 
Rover, Audi, and Mercedes were also on display. 

This was the first of its kind auto show organized by the 
ICCI to cater to the needs of corporate and consumers mar-
kets. The auto show was free of cost while food stalls, and 
refreshment counters were also arranged for the conveni-
ence of the participants. At the conclusion, a musical con-
cert was held for the entertainment of the people. Special 
Assistant to PM on Overseas Pakistanis and HRD Syed 
Zulfiqar Abbas Bukhari (Zulfi Bukhari) inaugurated the 
auto show as Chief Guest. Ali Nawaz Awan, Special 
Assistant to the PM on CDA Affairs was also present at the 
occasion. Fatma Azim Senior Vice President, Abdul 
Rehman Khan Vice President ICCI, Mian Akram Farid 
Chairman Founder Group and a great number of business 
community attended the auto show. A large number of 
people from all walks of life including some foreign nation-
als turned up to attend the auto show and they took keen 
interest in various types of auto brands.  

Speaking at the occasion, Zulfi Bukhari SAPM on 
Overseas Pakistanis & HRD and Ali Nawaz Awan SAPM 
on CDA Affairs appreciated the initiative of ICCI for organ-
izing an impressive automobile show in collaboration with 
the Centaurus Mall. They said that the Covid-19 pandemic 
has badly affected business activities across the world 
including Pakistan and after the reduction in coronavirus 
cases, organizing such events was very important to revive 
and boost the economy. They said that with the improve-
ment of Covid-19 pandemic situation, the government 
would encourage more such initiatives as Pakistan needed 
to organize trade fairs and exhibitions on a regular basis to 
boost its trade & exports and stabilize its economy. 
President ICCI Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan in his welcome 
address said that the automobile sector was playing a vital 
role in the development of our economy in terms of reve-
nue generation, foreign exchange, employment creation, 
and technology transfer, therefore, there was a great need 
to further promote it to steer the country out of current 
challenges. He said that the automobile sector was con-
tributing nearly Rs.50 billion to the national exchequer, 
providing employment to around 3.5 million people 
besides playing a key role in the growth of the vendor ind 
ustry and stressed further supporting this sector would 
help in creating more jobs, providing better auto solu-
tions to people and generating additional tax revenue.  
He said that the government should focus on promoting 
the indigenous automobile industry so that instead of 
importing most of the vehicles and spare parts.

, all auto brands could be manufactured in the coun-
try. He said that for this purpose, the government should 
announce special tax incentives to attract maximum 
local and foreign investors in this important sector. 
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News Desk

BEIJING: Cotton production in Pakistan witnessed a 
massive decline of about 35% to 5.57 million bales by 
the end of January, 2021, the lowest in 30 years, 
Gwadar Pro reported on Wednesday quoting Pakistan 
Cotton Ginners Association (PCGA).
While multiple reasons can be identified behind the 
cotton plight, vigorous efforts are under way to 
reverse the tide. 
The decline in cotton growth is mainly due to pests 
and drought, seed degradation, and reduction of 
planting area.
“The main problem is pest infestation and increasing 
temperature”, said cotton grower Zafar Mehmood 
Khan. 
“This year, white fly had caused serious impacts on 
cotton, even higher than those caused by pink worm.” 
As estimated by Prof. Dr. Jalal Arif from the 
Agriculture University of Faisalabad, the devastation 
brought by pink worm and white fly is as high as four 
million bales. 
In addition, high temperatures during the critical 
month of September hampered the development of 
fruiting bodies. Heat tolerant cotton varieties are 
needed to fight against global warming, but there is 
still a long way to go. “Our farmers are trying their 
best but with no success so far”, noted Zafar.
Pakistani cotton farmers also face a decline in seed 
quality that agricultural scientists say was in place 20 
years ago. 
After introduction of BT cotton, an insect-resistant 
transgenic crop designed to combat the bollworm, in 
2001, virtually no pest control or crop management 
has been done because they are deemed as unneces-
sary. But now the seed has lost its genetic superiority. 
Under the threat of pest attack, uncertain weather 
conditions, and insufficient availability of certified 
seed, the cost of cotton growth has risen continuously 
in recent years, pushing more farmers to switch to 
other remunerable crops like corn, rice, and sugar-
cane. As a result, the area devoted to cotton is pro-
jected to decrease by 12 percent in the current fiscal 
year 2020-21. 
As Pakistan’s “silver plant”, cotton is an important 
cash crop and lifeline of the textile sector, which has 
55 to 60pc contribution in overall exports of the coun-
try. Experts estimate that Pakistan’s cotton production 
will not surpass 4.5 million bales this year. 
Fortunately, Pakistan’s agricultural science commu-
nity has not stopped making progress. In university 
laboratories, some agricultural scientists are working 
on ways to control pests and diseases. 
The Centre of Excellence in Molecular Biology 
(CEMB), Punjab University in Lahore has gained 
approval of double and triple gene BT cotton for com-
mercial use. 
Modified CLCV (cotton leaf crumple virus) resistant 
variety will also be available to farmers. Research on 
techniques against pink worm infestation is under 
way. These endeavors are coming into fruition. Cotton 
grower Muhammad Naseem Khan has made his cot-
ton fields insect-free in 2020 with the new seeds.
“For next year, I will produce my own seeds by select-
ing the best from 4-5 varieties I have sown. If imported 

Horse-trading 
video was not 

shot at Speaker 
House in Pesha-
war: Asad Qa-

iser
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Speaker of 
National Assembly Asad 
Qaiser on Saturday clari-
fied that the “horse-trad-
ing” video was not shot in 
the Speaker House 
Peshawar.

Asad Qaiser, in a tweet, 
distanced himself from 
the horse-trading video 
that allegedly shows PTI 
lawmakers receiving 
money to vote against 
their party candidates in 
the Senate elections 2018.

The speaker further 
said that in 2018, PM 
Imran Khan had 
informed him about sev-
eral PTI MPAs selling 
their votes for money and 
entire party favored 
action against the law-
makers who were 
involved in the contro-
versy. “Statements like 
these are only an attempt 
to deflect from the actual 
issue,” he said.

HYDERABAD: Anti-encroachment Staff are demolishing illegal House at Latifabad No 4. INP PHOTO

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Comm 
erce and Industry, Former 
Chairman on Horticulture 
Exports, Ahmad Jawad said 
30.7% dates imported by 
Japan from Pakistan in 2020 
and total 618 tons of dates 
exported to Japan in the same 
year.

Talking to media persons, 
he said Kinnow exports to 
United Kingdom have also 
begins through air cargo after 
two decades . A first consign-
ment of 2.2 tons reached to 
Manchester, now fresh kin-
now will deleiver on regular 

basis till the end of season 
through PIA on special 
arrangements; despite coun-
try has witnessed a down-
ward trend in kinnow 
exports, which seems to be 
directly related to the out-
break of the novel coronavi-
rus. While the onset of 
COVID-19 is driving up 
demand for fresh and pro-
cessed citrus products around 
the world, Pakistani kinnow 
exporters trying to capitalize 
on these market conditions.

Jawad says that the export 
target of 3.5 million tons on 
kinnow fruit was set for ongo-
ing winter season, however 
certain restrictions on air and 

sea routes might have resulted 
decline in exports. Markets 
where demand is still strong, 
like the Middle East and 
China, are becoming more 
expensive to supply.

Though Afghanistan 
recently imposed import duty 
on Pakistani kinnows could 
upsetting the 100,000-tons 
market to exporters, despite 
two countries remain in talks.

Currently Afghanistan 
impose custom duty at 30 per-
cent on kinnow at the import 
side which sweared hammer 
to achieve kinnow export tar-
get.

Pakistan and Afghanistan 
are to hold the next round of 

parleys on new draft of 
Afghanistan Pakistan Transit 
Trade Agreement (APTTA) at 
the end of the current month 
or early next month as the 
term of pact will expire on 
February 11th 2021.

Ahmad Jawad further said 
the TDAP and PHDEC offi-
cials are not even ready to 
raise the quota issue with 
their Indonesian counterparts 
as the island country issues a 
quota at a time when kinnow 
season is about to end here, 
regardless we have suggested 
barter trade with Indonesia, 
selling kinnow against large 
palm oil imports, but to no 
avail.

Pakistan witnessed the 
largest exporter of dates to 

Japan in 2020

Police fire 
teargas at 

govt 
employees 
demanding 

raise in 
salary 

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Police per-
sonnel, while launching a 
crackdown, have fired 
tear gas at the govern-
ment employees protest-
ing against not raising 
salaries in Islamabad 
today (Wednesday).

The security officers 
have arrested seven lead-
ers of the protesters out-
side the secretariat and 
conducting raids to 
detain other members. 
The local administration 
has also blocked the 
roads in Federal Capital 
by placing containers.

The reaction came after 
government employees 
announced to hold sit-in 
at D-Chowk and clashed 
with the security person-
nel.

It is to be mentioned 
here that Capital Devel 
opment Authority (CDA) 
Labor Union’s General 
Secretary Amanullah 
and Chairman Izhar 
Abbasi were taken into 
custody yesterday.  

While responding to 
the protest, Federal 
Interior Minister Sheikh 
Rashid has said that the 
employees want forty 
percent raise in their 
basic salaries.

We are in contact with 
the protesters and trying 
to resolve the matter, he 
said.

Siraj condemns arrests, 
violence against govt 
employees in Capital

Resolution of govt 
employees’ issue is 

foremost priority: Sh. 
Rashid

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A three 
-me mber govern-
ment’s committee hea 
ded by Defence Mini 
ster Pervaiz Khattak 
has said that all the 
matters with the fed-
eral employees will 
be sorted out amica-
bly and with mutual 
understanding.

Addressing a news 
conference in Islam 
abad on Wednesday 
along with other 
members of the com-
mittee including 
Inter ior Minister 
Sheikh Rashid and 
Minister of State for 
Parlia mentary 
affairs Ali 
Muhammad Khan, 
the Defence Minister 
said we were holding 

talks with the 
employees and 
agreed on a number 
of steps including 
the up gradation. He 
said the government 
was ready to extend 
a relief to the employ-
ees in the form of a 
special allowance till 
the presentation of 
the next budget.

He said the recom-
mendations of the 
pay and pension 
commission would 
be incorporated in 
the next budget. He 
said it was earlier 
agreed that the sala-
ries will be enhanced 
of the employees 
from 1 to 16 grades 
but yesterday the 
e m p l o y e e s 
demanded the 
increase for all the 

employees.
The Minister said 

we are ready to again 
hold talks with them 
but clarified that any 
relief will be given 
keeping in view the 
current economic sit-
uation of the coun-
try.

Minister of State 
for Parliamentary 
Affairs Ali 
Muhammad Khan 
said resolution of the 
issues of the people 
is responsibility of 
the state and the gov-
ernment is commit-
ted to this end.

Interior Minister 
Sheikh Rashid said 
we want to move 
ahead with laborers 
and resolution of 
their issue is our fore-
most priority. 

Two mentally ill inmates 
get a new lease of life as 

SC commutes death 
sentence

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Wednesday 
commuted the death sentence handed down to two 
mentally sick prisoners to life imprisonment.

The apex court issued directives for the authorities 
concerned to shift Imdad Ali and Kanizan Fatima Bibi 
to a mental health facility. The court called for another 
death row inmate Ghulam Abb as to file a mercy 
appeal before the President of Pakistan and hoped 
that he will decide it in light of the SC verdict.

Justice Manzoor Ahmed Malik, who had headed 
the five-member bench that heard the case, pro-
nounced this verdict at the apex court’s Lahore regis-
try. The bench had reserved the verdict on a number 
of review petitions filed by the Punjab government 
and some mentally sick death row prisoners against 
execution of convicts suffering from mental illnesses, 
including schizophrenia.

The appeals sought review of the Oct 19, 2015 judge-
ment of the Supreme Court that held the trial court 
and the high court had rightly convicted and sen-
tenced the appellants.

The court ruled that it did not find any reason or 
mitigating circumstances to reduce the severity of 
their sentences.

Kanizan Fatima Bibi, from Kamalia town of Toba 
Tek Singh, was awarded death penalty in 1991 for kill-
ing six people whereas, Imdad, who hailed from 
Vehari, was handed capital punishment in 2002 for 
killing a citizen in Burewala.

Pests and drought led to 
massive decline of cotton 
production in Pakistan: 

PCGA

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-
Islami Emir Senator 
Sirajul has condemned 
the arrests and violence 
against the government 
employees in federal 
capital and asked the 
government to immedi-
ately address the 
demands of the protes-
tors.

In a statement issued 
from Mansoora on 
Wednesday, he said the 
government should raise 
the salaries of the 
employees according to 
the ratio of inflation. He 
demanded immediate 
release of the arrested 
workers, asking the gov-
ernment not to adopt the 
fascist practices, and 
give the people right to 
speech and peaceful pro-
test. 

Sirajul Haq said the 
inflation made it impos-
sible for a common per-
son to meet the ends. 

Masses were starving to 
death, millions went 
below the poverty lines 
and thousands lost their 
jobs due to the flawed 
economic policies of the 
PTI government, he 
added. 

He said the ruling 
party was still confused 
and directionless even 
after passing half of its 
tenure. However, he 
added, the government 
was not confused only 
on matter of receiving 
billions of dollars loan 
from the IMF and World 
Bank, thus enhancing 
the debt trap which 
could ultimately put the 
country security at com-
promised position. 

Meanwhile, the JI chief 
addressed a donor con-
ference for al-Khidmat 
Foundation in Peshawar 
where he highlighted the 
need to end the capitalist 
and interest-based econ-
omy. He said the Islamic 
system of economy was 
based on Zakat and it 
was the only way to put 
the country in track.

Earlier, Siraj attended 
as chief guest the con-
cluding ceremony of 
cricket tournament in 
his hometown area 
Samarbagh, Lower Dir. 
The JI Youth organized 
the event.

Pak to spare no effort to 
trace missing K2 
climbers, Qureshi 

assures Chilean FM
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Wednesday 
assured his Chilean 
counterpart Andrés 
Allamand  that Pakistan 
would make all possible 
efforts to trace the miss-
ing heroes

The Foreign Mini ster 
held a telephonic conver-
sation with his Chilean 
counterpart Andrés 
Allamand and discussed 
the issue of missing 
Chilean mou ntaineer 
Juan Pablo Mohr.

Mohr along with 
Pakistan’s climber 
Muhammad Ali Sadpara 
and John Snorri from 
Iceland were on the mis-
sion to submit K2 in win-
ter but lost contact with 
the base camp after they 
started their push for the 
K2 summit Friday last.

The foreign minister 
expressed his deep con-
cern over the missing 
mountaineers and 
apprised  his Chilean 
counterpart of efforts 
being made by Pakistan 
to locate them, including 
a number of search 
flights by Pakistan Army 
Aviation helicopters 
amid challenging 
weather conditions over 
a treacherous terrain.

Acknowledging the 
search and rescue opera-
tion, the Chilean FM 
thanked the government 
on behalf of the people 
of Chile and the family 
of Mr. Mohr for assis-
tance in the search oper-
ations.

During the call, the 
two also discussed bilat-
eral relations and agreed 
to remain engaged in 
future both on bilateral 
and multilateral fora.

CTD recommends JIT to 
interrogate terrorists 
nabbed in Karachi

News Desk

KARACHI: The Coun ter-Terrorism Depa rtment 
(CTD) on Wed nesday recommended forming a joint 
interrogation team (JIT) to interrogate the terrorists 
including a foreigner who had been arrested from 
Karachi’s Shah Latif Town two days ago.

CTD’s Deputy Inspe ctor General (DIG) Omar 
Shahid Hamid sought the constitution of a joint inter-
rogation team (JIT) to interrogate the five terrorists 
including a foreigner who had been arrested after a 
gun battle along with weapons, suicide jackets, and 
an explosive-laden rickshaw.

The terrorists were identified as Zahidu llah alias 
Suleman, Bismillah alias Haji Lala, Muhammad 
Qasim alias Haji Siddiqui, Inamullah alias Bilal and 
Gul Muhammad.

DIG Hamid said in a statement that the police raid 
had been conducted on February 8 where a suicide 
bomber was killed and five others arrested. The initial 
interrogation revealed about the terrorists’ links with 
the foreign intelligence agency.

The department will request Sindh’s home secre-
tary to form a JIT.

It emerged on February 9, terror network busted in 
Karachi was planning to attack Sindh Assembly, 
investigators found after carrying out forensics of the 
mobiles recovered from their possession.

The terrorists were receiving directions from their 
handlers in Kandahar, a city in Afghanistan, sources 
said.

“Three of the arre sted terrorists hailed from 
Kandahar while another one belonged to Nangarhar,” 
sources added.

The investigators had also found a video of the 
Sindh Assembly from the mobile device of one of the 
terrorists, which was shot for reconnaissance purpose 
recently.

“The terrorists planned to attack Sindh Assembly, 
however, failed in their bid after the assembly was not 
in the session,” the sources privy to the investigations 
said.

The investigators had found clues that the terrorists 
want to blow up a rickshaw at the gate of the assembly 
and were also in possession of Kalashnikovs, which 
would have to be used for further devastation inside 
the premises.

Fawad 
Chaudhry de-
mands action 

against Senators 
who won by 

horse-trading
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Science and 
Technology Fawad 
Chaudhry on Wednesday 
demanded action against 
the Senators who won the 
Upper House’s polls in 
2018 by horse-trading.

The federal minister 
took to Twitter and said 
those who received brib-
ery have been exposed 
and it should be investi-
gated that which candi-
dates became Senators by 
their votes in 2018.

“Do those two Senators 
have the right to remain 
in the House? The 

QUETTA: Ex counselor Nighat Naz addressing a  press conference. QV 
PHOTO


