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News Desk

QUETTA: Political par-
ties, civil society, and 
various organizations 
have taken out rallies in 
the support of 
oppressed Kashmiris 
across Balochistan. The 
people expressed soli-
darity with oppressed 
Kashmiris and con-
demned Indian atroci-
ties in the occupied val-
ley.
Rallies were taken out 
in Quetta, Mastung, 
Gwadar, Harnai, 
Khuzdar, Barkhan, 
Kharan, Pishin, and 
various parts of 
Balochistan in solidar-
ity with Kashmiris.
PM Imran Khan and 
President Arif Alvi con-
demend India oppres-

sion 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and President 
Arif Alvi in their mes-
sages today condemned 
the oppression of Indian 
forces in occupied 
Kashmir and called 
upon the international 
community to play its 
part in ensuring that the 
residents of the region 
are granted the right to 
self-determination.
“Denial of this right and 
subjugation of 
Kashmiris is the very 
negation of human dig-
nity,” Radio Pakistan 
quoted the president as 
saying.
President Alvi further 
said that the “demo-
graphic apartheid” in 
occupied Kashmir, 
under which the 

“Kashmiris’ majority is 
being turned into a 
minority”, is a violation 
of the international law.
Main public meeting 
held in Quetta 
In Quetta, rallies were 
taken out in various 
parts of the city. Main 
public meeting held in 
the Balochistan 
Assembly premises to 
condemn the Indian 
atrocities in occupied 
Kashmir. Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan vowed to support 
the Kashmiri people in 
this hour of trial.
“We will continue to 
raise voice against 
Indian oppression”, he 
said. Provincial minis-
ters, political leaders, 
members of civil society 
and people belonging to 

various walks of life 
particpated in the pub-
lic meeting.

Protesters were carry-
ing Kashmir flags 
The protesters were 
waving Kashmir flags 
during the public meet-
ing and chanted slogans 
against Indian atroci-
ties.
Harnai: A function held 
at government boys 
model high school to 
express solidarity with 
Kashmiris. Teachers 
and students lashed out 
at Indian government 
for gross human rights 
violation in Kashmir.
Mastung: A protest 
rally was taken out in 
the city. The partici-
pants of the rally gath-
ered at district complex 

Mastung where the 
speakers storngly criti-
cized the Indian govren-
ment. Deputy 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Mastung, Mehbood 
Ahmed and others 
addressed the rally. 
Motorcycle rally taken 
out in Kohlu 
Kohlu: A motorcycle 
rally taken out in the 
city to express solidar-
ity with Kashmiris. 
Youngsters on motorcy-
cles were waving 
Kashmir flag and chant-
ing slogans against 
Indian aggression.
Barkhan: The Deputy 
Commissioner Qurban 
Magsi addressed a pro-
test rally and apprised 
the particpants about 
the Indian atrocities in 
the occupied valley.

President, 
PM Khan 

urge world 
to hold 
India 

accountable 
for its 

crimes in 
IoK

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: President 
Dr. Arif Alvi and Prime 
Minister (PM) Imran 
Khan have called upon 
the international commu-
nity to hold India 
accountable for its crimes 
against humanity in the 
Indian occupied Kashmir 
(IoK).

In his message on the 
occasion of Kashmir Soli 
darity Day, the President 
said the resolution of 
Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute in accordance with 
the relevant UN Security 
Council resolutions and 
the wishes of Kashmiri 
people is key to durable 
peace in South Asia.

Calling self-determi-
nation one of the funda-
mental rights codified in 
the United Nations 
Charter, the President 
said the denial of this 
right and subjugation of 
Kashmiris is the very 
negation of human dig-
nity.

He said the demo-
graphic apartheid in the 
occupied territory by the 
Indian occupation forces 
is a further violation of 
international law 
wherein the Kashmiris’ 
majority is being turned 
into a minority in its own 
land. In his separate mes-
sage, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said Pakist 
an will remain unshaka-
ble in its solidarity with 
the Kashmiri people until 
they realize their inalien-
able right to self-determi-
nation.

MUZAFFARABAD: President Arif Alvi leads a march on Kashmir Solidarity Day in Muzaffarabad along with 
AJK PM Raja Farooq Haider and AJK President Sardar Masood Khan.

Rallies across Balochistan in 
solidarity with oppressed 

Kashmiris

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister (FM) Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi on 
Friday led a rally in 
Islamabad to express sol-
idarity with the oppre 
ssed people of Indian 
occupied Kashmir (IoK).
Chairman Senate Sadiq 
Sanjrani, Speaker Natio 
nal Assembly Asad Qais 
er, Minister for Inform 
ation and Broadcasting 
Shibli Faraz, parliamen-
tarians and people 
belonging to different 
segments of the society 
attended the rally.
The participants are car-
rying the Kashmiri flags 
and banners highlighting 
the Indian brutalities on 
the Kashmiri people.
Speaking to the media 
persons on the occasion, 
FM Qureshi said Pakistan 
stands shoulder to shoul-

der with their Kashmiri 
people in their struggle 
for right to self-determi-
nation.
He said the Kashmiri 
people will succeed in 
their just and legitimate 
struggle. He said the 
media should play its role 
to further highlight the 
worst human rights situ-
ation in the Indian 
Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir.
The Pakistani govern-
ment has announced a 
public holiday today and 
completed preparations 
to observe Kashmir 
Solidarity Day in a befit-
ting manner.
The day is being observed 
to express wholehearted 
support of the Pakistani 
nation to the just struggle 
of Kashmiri people for 
their inalienable right to 
self-determination under 
the UN resolutions. 

Blast kills 2 injured 5 in 
Quetta

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: A blast killed 2 
people and injured 5 out-
side the deputy commis-
sioner’s office in Quetta 
on Friday evening. The 
nature of the blast could 
not be confirmed imme-
diately. “We are investi-
gating the nature of the 
explosion”, deputy com-
missioner Quetta Major ® 
Aurangzaib Badini told 
reporters.
“Two dead bodies 
brought to the hospital”, 
an official of the civil hos-
pital said. Initially, the 
officials described the 
blast as an explosion of a 
transformer.
The deputy commis-
sioner said all the injured 
have been shifted to the 
hospital for medical treat-
ment. The sound of the 
blast heard far and wide 

The sound of the blast 
heard far and wide caus-
ing panic in the city. The 
blast also damaged some 
vehicles. Eyewitnesses 
said the bomb went off 
when the participants of 
the Kashmir rally passed 
from the area. In solidar-
ity with Kashmiris, polit-
ical parties and members 
of civil society took out 
rallies on Friday. The inju 
red of the blast shifted to 
civil hospital Quetta for 

medical treatment. An 
emergency imposed in 
the hospital to treat the 
injured of the blast.
Shahwani condemns the 
attack The spokesman 
government of Balochi 
stan, Liaq uat Shahwani 
strongly condemned the 
terrorist attack. He said 
the government was tak-
ing all possible steps to 
provide better medical 
treatment to the injured. 
Mr. Shahwani said the 

INP NEWS

RAWALPINDI: Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa, on the occasion 
of Kashmir Solidarity 
Day, Friday saluted 
Kashmiris for their 
valiant struggle and 
braving gravest atroci-
ties, human rights vio-
lations and lockdown 
in the Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJ&K) 
under Indian occupa-
tion forces.

The army chief’s 
message was shared 
on Twitter by Director 
General Inter-Services 
Public Relations (DG 
ISPR) Major General 
Babar Iftikhar. 
General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa stressed that 

time has come to end 
this human tragedy 
and resolve the 
Kashmir issue as per 
aspirations of the peo-
ple of Jammu and 
Kashmir and the UN 
resolutions.

Earlier on Thursday, 
the army chief visited 
Lahore and addressed 
officers of the Lahore 
Garrison. He apprised 
the officers of the lat-
est developments on 
Eastern Border, situa-
tion in IIOJ&K and 
Pakistan’s firm com-
mitment for a just res-
olution of Kashmir 
issue in line with the 
aspirations of people 
of Kashmir. The army 
chief said that People 
of Kashmir and this 
region deserve peace. 
COAS also reiterated.

QUETTA: Activists of PTI hold protest against Indian government on the occasion of Kashmir Solidarity day. 
QV PHOTO

16 injured in a blast in Sibi 
Balochistan

Nashad Baloch

SIBI: At least 16 people 
injured in a blast in 
Balochistan’s Sibi city on 
Friday. Wazir Khan 
Marri, a police officer 
said unknown miscre-
ants lobbed a hand gre-
nade at Luni Chowk Sibi. 
Marri said the miscreants 
lobbed the hand grenade 
whenever the partici-
pants of the Kashmir soli-
darity rally passed from 
the Chowk.

The attack left 16 
injured, Wazir Khan 
Marri said. Children also 
among the injured. 11 

injured rushed to civil 
hospital Sibi for medical 
treatment. However, 5 
injured people of the blast 
rushed to the combined 
military hospital for 
treatment. The condition 
of four injured is serious, 
doctors said.

Police reached the spot 
after the attack 

Police and frontier 
corps personnel reached 
the spot as investigation 
into the incident went 
underway. Shopkeepers 
pulled down their shut-
ters in the aftermath of 
the blast that rocked the 
city.

Time to end human 
tragedy, resolve 

Kashmir issue: COAS 
Bajwa

Khawaja 
Asif 

undergoes 
special 
medical 

check-up in 
jail

News Desk

LAHORE: PML-N senior 
leader and former defence 
minister Khawaja Asif 
underwent a special med-
ical check-up at Kot 
Lakhpat Jail on Friday. 

The PML-N leader 
requested for a special 
check-up after having 
some problem with his 
eyesight. A medical team 
from Jinnah Hospital 
examined the former 
defence minister.

The doctors will issue a 
detailed report on 
Saturday about the possi-
bility of the presence of a 
cataract.

Two days ago, the 
Islamabad High Court 
had directed Khawaja 
Asif to try to resolve the 
issue of his production 
order in the parliament. 
A single bench ordered to 
solve the matter at the 
forum of parliament first 
and if unsuccessful then 
he can approach the 
court. The court remarked 
there would be respect 
for institutions if the 
courts do not interfere in 
such cases. 

IHC Chief Justice Athar 
Minallah asked do politi-
cians come to court if 
there is democracy in the 
country. “This is a politi-
cal matter and it should 
be settled in the parlia-
ment. The court cannot 
interfere.” The IHC chief 
justice remarked that, in a 
democracy, it is not com-
mon for cases of a politi-
cal nature to come to the 
courts. “We have written 
in our decisions that this 
court does not interfere in 
such political matters,” 
he maintained, adding 
“You [Khawaja Asif] pre-
sent a copy of our deci-
sion to the Speaker.

Pakistan stands shoulder 
to shoulder with 

Kashmiris: FM Qureshi

Punjab allows 
wedding cere-

monies in venti-
lated marquees

News Desk

LAHORE: The Government 
of Punjab has allowed wed-
ding ceremonies to be held 
in marquees under health 
guidelines to halt the spread 
of coronavirus.

Captain (retd) Muhamm 
ad Usman, the secretary of 
the Primary and Secondary 
Healthcare Department, 
said wedding parties can be 
held in marquees that are 
adequately ventilated. 

However, he cleared no 
event will be allowed to be 
held in marquees with no 
proper ventilation.He stress 
ed the need for following 
SOPs, including wearing 
mask and social distancing.

India playing with fire 
over Kashmir, President 

Alvi addresses AJK 
Legislative Assembly

News Desk

MUZAFFARABAD: Pakistan President Dr. Arif Alvi 
Friday addressed the Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
Legislative Assembly session and paid tribute to the 
just struggle of the people of the Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K) to obtain 
freedom.

Dr. Arif Alvi visited Muzaffarabad on Friday (today) 
in connection with Kashmir Day. He said India is 
playing with fire over the matter of Kashmir, and is 
going towards destruction. The participants also 
saluted the will and determination of Kashmiris for 
their right to self-determination.

Earlier in his message, the president said the resolu-
tion of Jammu and Kashmir dispute in accordance 
with the relevant UN Security Council resolutions 
and the wishes of Kashmiri people is key to durable 
peace in South Asia.

He called upon the international community to hold 
India accountable for its crimes against humanity in 
IIOJ&K.

Calling self-determination one of the fundamental 
rights codified in the United Nations Charter, the 
president said the denial of this right and subjugation 
of Kashmiris is the very negation of human dignity.

He said the demographic apartheid in the occupied 
territory by the Indian occupation forces is further 
violation of international law wherein the Kashmiris’ 
majority is being turned into a minority in its own 
land.

Govt providing jobs to 
30000 youth in 

Balochistan: Jam Kamal

Our Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan 
Chief Minister Jam Kamal 
Khan has said that 
directed the Gwadar 
Development Authority 
(GDA) for taking concrete 
steps for development of 
tourism in the area. 

He issued the direc-
tives while the meeting of 
Governing Body of 
Gwadar Development 
Authority held in Quetta 
on Thursday.

During the meeting, 
matters related to pro-
posed budget of authority 
for current fiscal year, 

Gwadar building regula-
tions, town planning, 
ongoing development 
projects, appointment of 
experts on contract basis 
and provision of medical 
insurance facility to the 
employees of the author-
ity were reviewed.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Jam Kamal said that 
better governance and 
policies would have posi-
tive impacts on the prov-
ince.

The chief minister 
directed to ensure quality 
construction of buildings 
and steps for promotion 
of tourism in the area.
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Faisal Bari

“IT is the mark of an 
educated mind to be 
able to entertain a 
thought without 
accepting it.” The last 
three words of this 
observation could 
also have read ‘with-
out accepting/reject-
ing it’.

I was recently hav-
ing a conversation 
with a colleague 
about the toxicity of 
public spaces such as 
Facebook and, espe-
cially, Twitter. For 
me, the language 
used, the way people 
talk to each other and 
abuse each other is 
nothing short of 
astounding. How can 
people interact in this 
way and think it is 
okay for them and 
others to do so, and 
even to imagine that 
this kind of interac-
tion is productive.

I connected some 
of the strands of the 
above observation to 
what I see in my stu-
dents and colleagues 
as well. My colleague 
felt that I should 
write an article on 
this. So, at the risk of 
being called an 
‘uncle’ or ‘woke’ or 
whatever people 
might want to call 
me, here goes. I have 
been writing in news-

papers almost every 
week or every other 
week for 22 years 
now. I mostly write 
on issues of educa-
tion and the econ-
omy: the areas I 
study, teach and 
research in. When I 
am fortunate enough 
to meet a person who 
has read some of my 
writings, a lot of times 
that person says: ‘I 
read your column. 
You write well and 
most of the time I 
agree with you but 
sometimes I do not.’

I am always at a loss 
for words when peo-
ple say this. First, I 
would be very sur-
prised, and in fact, 
quite disappointed, if 
all the people all the 
times I write agreed 
with me. It would 
mean I am not writ-
ing anything that is 
triggering productive 
thoughts in people.

Second, I do not 
write for the sake of 
agreement or disa-
greement. I write to 
convey information, 
to make an argument, 
to clarify a position, 
to articulate a per-
spective or deepen a 
thought for myself 
and hopefully for 
some others as well in 
a topic. As such, disa-
greement would be of 
more value if backed 

by good reasoning, 
rather than agree-
ment. And this would 
be true for me as well 
as for other readers.

Third, saying you 
agree or disagree 
with me has no value 
at all unless you artic-
ulate your reasons for 
both. It is these rea-
sons that will tell me 
the value of your 
agreement or disa-
greement and how 
you have understood 
a piece of writing. 
This would be of 
more value to all who 
engage in a specific 
conversation.

I notice similar 
trends in the classes I 
teach as well. When I 
ask students to pre-
sent a reading or to 
make an argument, 
they resort to ‘I agree 
with the author’ or 
‘disagree with the 
author’ way too often 
and way too early in 
the conversation. 
Who cares whether 
you agree or disa-
gree? Tell me what is 
your understanding 
of what the author is 
saying; give me an 
idea of how you have 
understood the 
author; and then go 
on to critically evalu-
ate the arguments of 
the author. This 
would be more than 
enough to take the 

debate forward. By 
elevating agreement 
or disagreement and 
bringing it to the fore, 
you run the risk of 
personalising the 
debate and force oth-
ers to personalise it as 
well. Given the weak-
ness of training in 
argumentation, once 
personality is 
invoked, abuse, as 
happens on Twitter, is 
not far behind.

‘Putting oneself in 
the other person’s 
shoes’ is an essential 
requirement for hav-
ing the requisite 
empathy levels for 
understanding what 
the other person is 
arguing for and artic-
ulating. In some ways, 
this attempt at trying 
to understand the 
context and position 
of the other person 
comes with or even 
before understanding 
the reasons for a per-
son’s position. And 
this definitely needs 
to come way before 
judging. For many, 
suspending judge-
ment is not easy. They 
invoke the faculty of 
judgement sometimes 
even before they have 
given the other per-
son the space or time 
to articulate their 
position or complete 
their argument. But 
there is nothing inevi-

table about this. One 
can learn to suspend 
one’s judgement con-
sciously, before the 
effort for understand-
ing has been made. 
This is part and parcel 
of what education is 
or should be about. If 
we are not getting this 
across to our students, 
we are not doing any 
service to ourselves or 
to them.

There is also a dis-
tinction between the 
arguments that a per-
son makes in taking a 
particular position, 
and the person and 
his or her identity. 
Even if you disagree 
with the position I 
have articulated and 
do not find my argu-
ments to be convinc-
ing, this does not auto-
matically mean that I 
am a bad or evil per-
son who needs to be 
attacked as a person. 
Nor does it imply that 
you have anything 
worthwhile you can 
say about my parents, 
sisters and brothers. 
However, the escala-
tion that happens in 
arguments being wit-
nessed in the class-
rooms — and espe-
cially those that take 
place on Twitter and 
Facebook — is rapid 
and all boundaries get 
erased very quickly.
The civility-toxicity 

debate is a separate 
one and it needs a lot 
more exploration. 
Here, I am more con-
cerned about the con-
nection this has to 
education ie the point 
the quote at the begin-
ning of this piece 
made. Students need 
to have the right atti-
tude and skills when 
they engage with a 
reading or enter a 
debate. The space 
between understand-
ing and judgement 
needs to be very con-
sciously managed. If 
they are not able to do 
that — and for the 
moment, judging from 
my own teaching 
experience, the experi-
ence of my colleagues 
and from what I see 
on social media, most 
people are not able to 
manage the space for 
understanding and 
judgement well — we 
need to consciously 
incorporate training 
for rhetoric and criti-
cal engagement (that 
goes beyond critical 
thinking) into our 
pedagogy and educa-
tion process.

The writer is a sen-
ior research fellow at 
the Institute of 
Development and 
E c o n o m i c 
Alternatives, and an 
associate professor of 
economics at Lums.

The educated mind

People of urban Balochistan in general 
and rural Balochistan, in particular, 
have been deprived of economic devel-
opment and basic needs of life. Despite 
claims and announcements of govern-
ments, key social indicators paint a 
bleak picture across the province.
Especially, people of remote areas/ 
rural Balochistan have been victims of 
social inequality, economic deprivation, 
and climate change. This situation has 
forced many people to migrate from 
villages to urban centers. Successive 
governments have failed to develop 
district/tehsil headquarters to provide 
basic facilities to the masses.
Quetta witnessed a huge influx of peo-
ple 
Quetta city has witnessed an influx of 
people from other districts of 
Balochistan. This has also compounded 
the problems of the city that houses 
around 3 million people.
The present provincial government 
under chief minister Jam Kamal Khan 
has launched massive development 
projects in remote parts of the province. 
During a recent visit to the Rakhshan 
division, the CM inaugurated a number 
of development schemes from women’s 
development to the construction of 
Garuk dam Kharan.
Rakhshan division comprises a 
1,00,000sqkm area in the west of Quetta. 
The division surpasses the entire 
Khyber Pukhtoonkhwa in terms of 
area. Mountains and valleys of the 
impoverished division snake through 
the Pak-Afghan and Pak-Iran borders.
Balochistan has meager income to 
develop the Rakhshan division 
With meager resources, the Balochistan 
government has no financial capacity to 
address the woes of a sparsely popu-
lated division of the province. People 
demand education, health, jobs, and 
clean drinking water. Developing only 
the Rakhshan division requires hun-
dreds of billions of rupees to improve 
the living standard of its inhabitants. 
Simply, it is out of the reach of the 
Balochistan government.
It is an admitted fact that Balochistan 
has been facing the issue of governance. 
First meager revenue/resources cou-
pled with lack of transparency in its 
usage.
The federal government needs to devise 
a comprehensive development strategy 
with regard to Balochistan. Subsidies or 
packages do not offer any solution 
rather a comprehensive development 
plan needs to be evolved to bring 
Balochistan at par with other parts of 
the country.
The development process should be 
started from the union council/tehsil 
and district levels rather than a provin-
cial capital. For this purpose, the sup-
port of UN agencies should also be 
sought to address the negative impact of 
economic deprivation, poverty and 
social inequality, environmental degra-
dation, and climate change.

Developing remote 
areas of Balochistan

A bleeding wound awaiting swift response
Yusuf Zaman 

The silence of the 
world leaders on this 
subject is questiona-
ble and shameful

Kashmir Solidarity 
Day marks another 
year of soul wrench-
ing and agonising 
reticence on the 
Kashmir conundrum 
due to selfish and 
Zionist mindset of 
Indian power elite. 
After over seven dec-
ades, transparent 
plebiscite promised to 
Kashmiris by the 
UNSC is still a pipe-
dream. The pathway 
to Kashmir freedom 
is hurdled with con-
stant bombardment 
of Indian fascist poli-
cies, inhumane treat-
ment of Kashmiris in 
IIOJK, and Hindu 
supremacist mindset. 
Unfortunately, the 
free world is found 
sleepy and standing 
aloof turning the 
blind eye.

The global forum 
unanimously passed 
its 47th Resolution 
pledging plebiscite in 

the dispute Kashmir 
region. This was fol-
lowed by 15 more 
such resolutions till 
1957, all reinforcing 
the already pledged 
right of self-determi-
nation. But the yet-
unfulfilled promise 
reflects that not only 
has this world body 
lost its mandate but 
the inaction is prov-
ing to be a slap in the 
face of the free world. 
Successive inhumane 
leaders of India have 
defied UN orders 
with no repercussions 
and have placed the 
Muslim-majority val-
ley under constant 
siege. 

The current 
Hindutva-fueled BJP 
government has fur-
ther escalated hostili-
ties. Amendments to 
the Indian constitu-
tion pertaining to 
Kashmir are the final 
nail in the coffin for 
secular India. The 
revocation of Article 
370 that granted 
Kashmir a special sta-
tus and privileges 
flies directly in the 

face of the UN policy 
on Kashmir. In addi-
tion to this, Indians 
are now allowed to 
settle in Kashmir 
after the rebuking of 
Article 35A. This 
ongoing incursion of 
laws and violence tar-
getting Kashmiris is 
unequivocally the 
greatest modern day 
human rights trag-
edy.

The silence of the 
world leaders on this 
subject is questiona-
ble and shameful. The 
indifference of the 
Muslim Ummah is 
also perturbing.

Given the situation 
on ground and the 
indigenous freedom 
struggle in IIOJK, the 
only solution lies in 
holding a free and 
transparent plebi-
scite. There is a dire 
need to stand tall and 
make an effort to aid 
Kashmiris in pursuit 
of their pledged right 
to self-determination.

I propose an all-
encompassing strat-
egy hinging on six 
strands which are 

interlinked and inter-
dependent. Firstly, 
the Political strand 
must be on the lead to 
take the issue to the 
political elites of pow-
erful capitals. Political 
prong must throw its 
own narratives to 
convince political 
governments that 
humanity is more 
precious than trade 
and vested interests.

Diplomatic strand 
must make full use of 
its missions across the 
globe to enhance the 
understanding of 
their host capitals, 
their masses and 
think-tanks about the 
impending Kashmiri 
issue, the Indian 
impediments and 
their state-sponsored 
atrocities perpetrated 
by fascist Hindus. 
This prong must take 
the issue repeadtedly 
to UNSC, EU, OIC, 
G20 and other world 
forums. Allies must be 
optimally used to beef 
up the efforts.

Moral strand must 
be good enough to 
reflect and convince 

the Kashmiris that 
they are not alone in 
their just cause. Paki 
stani nation stands 
shoulder to shoulder 
in their struggle for 
their rightful self-
determination. This 
will keep the caged 
Kashmiris in IIOJK in 
high spirits.

Lawfare strand 
must focus on high-
lighting unending 
violations of interna-
tional law as regards 
impeding execution of 
UNSC Resolutions, 
India’s attempt to 
change the demogra-
phy of Kashmir, and 
s t a t e - s p o n s o r e d 
human rights abuses. 
Pakistan should move 
for sanctions against 
India if the fascist 
Indian government 
does not comply with 
the international 
laws.

The media strand 
must play its part in 
exposing the Indian 
state-sponsored ter-
rorism which is reflec-
tive of India’s fascist 
approach. The hard-
ships being endured 

by the Kashmiris 
should be projected to 
tell the masses in 
powerful capitals that 
Kashmir is a bleeding 
wound awaiting their 
hum ane approach. 
The media prong 
once optimally uti-
lised will trigger 
political pressures on 
powerful capitals. 
Lastly, military cum 
intelligence maneu-
vers are to be tra-
versed to convince 
their military and 
intelligence counter-
parts especially in 
western capitals that 
Kashmir remains a 
nuclear flashpoint 
with consequences 
beyond borders and 
continents. This 
maneuver is aimed at 
convincing their 
“Deep States” to play 
their part in shaking 
sleepy conscious of 
their ruling elite.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all updates 
on all our daily 
pieces.

The price of Kashmir’s emancipation
Moonis Ahmar 

Kashmir Solidary 
Day should remind 
us of how India has 
turned the Muslim-
majority valley of 
Kashmir into a big

The Kashmir 
Solida ry Day, cele-
brated on February 5 
every year, will be 
meaningless unless 
serious thought pro-
cess is unleashed 
about the price which 
needs to be paid for 
the emancipation of 
Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu & 
Kashmir (IIOJK). On 
February 5, 1975, 
when prime minister 
Indira Gandhi and 
Sheikh Abdullah 
signed the Kashmir 
Accord reiterating 
Article 370 and 
declaring the 
Mu s l i m - m a j o r i t y 
state as India’s inte-
gral part, not only the 
so-called autonomy 
granted to the dis-
puted region under 
the Indian constitu-
tion was usurped, 
but its illegal occupa-
tion has been further 
strengthened since 
then.

If Sheikh Abdullah, 
the then chief minis-
ter of the disputed 
state, by signing an 
accord with Gandhi 
in 1975 gave up the 
demand for a plebi-
scite, the present 
Kashmiri leadership 
representing the 
Peoples Democratic 
Party, National 
Conference, Hurriyat 
Conference, Jammu 
& Kashmir Liberation 
Front and other par-
ties are united in 
their demand for 
India’s withdrawal 
from IIOJK and 
granting the people 

of Kashmir the right 
to self-determina-
tion.

The Kashmir 
Solidary Day should 
remind us of how 
India, since August 5, 
2019, has turned the 
Muslim-majority val-
ley of Kashmir into a 
big prison where cur-
few, lockdown, brutal 
use of force to quell 
resistance, killings, 
arrests, and siege and 
surge operations are 
normal and yet there 
is no cogent interna-
tional response to 
such inhuman acts. 
Since 1975, February 
5 is celebrated as a 
day for solidarity 
with the beleaguered 
people of Kashmir 
who are facing sys-
tematic ethnic cleans-
ing. Unfortunately, 
February 5 has 
become barely a sym-
bolic day of remem-
brance having no sig-
nificant impact on 
New Delhi’s 
Kashmir’s policy. 
Since August 5, 2019, 
following the prom-
ulgation of the 
Jammu & Kashmir 
Reorganization Act; 
the scrapping of 
Article 370 and 35(A); 
ending the so-called 
autonomous status of 
J&K; placing Ladakh 
directly under Indian 
control with no 
assembly; merging 
J&K as Union 
Territory with a legis-
lative assembly; back-
to-back Indian meas-
ures to transform the 
Muslim majority of 
the valley into a 
minority reflects the 
determination and 
confidence of the 
Hindutva Modi 
regime to continue 
with its arbitrary and 
illegal acts.

To what extent can 
celebrating February 
5 as a day of solidar-
ity with the people of 
Kashmir make a dif-
ference in terms of 
exerting pressure 
over New Delhi to 
revert its unilateral 
and illegal acts of 
August 5, and to 
withdraw its 600,000 
forces from IIOJK? 
Certainly, nothing 
can be done by mere 
speeches, statements 
and rallies to emanci-
pate the Kashmiri 
people from the 
clutches of Indian 
tutelage. Had this not 
been the case, things 
would have been dif-
ferent in the occupied 
region and India 
wouldn’t have dared 
to cross the red line 
by revoking articles 
370 and 35(A) and 
absorbing Ladakh 
and J&K in the Indian 
state.

Since 1975, 
Pakistan is celebrat-
ing February 5 as a 
day of solidarity and 
this year also history 
will be repeated by 
declaring a public 
holiday and symbolic 
programmes will be 
held condemning 
India but not men-
tioning how the lives 
of the Kashmiris can 
be changed for the 
better. Has the inter-
national public opin-
ion been influenced 
since the last 46 years 
and to what extent 
has the influential 
world of electronic 
and print media 
exposed Indian 
atrocities in IIOJK?

The enormous sac-
rifices of the 
Kashmiris living 
under the Indian 
occupation are well 
presented in a novel 

titled, Burning Pines, 
by a veteran 
Pakistani journalist 
and TV anchor, Mr 
Nasir Beg Chaughtai. 
The blood of the 
Muslim Kashmiri 
youth spilling in 
Srinagar since long 
should be an eye-
opener for Pakistani 
elites who talk about 
Kashmir but so far, 
their sacrifices are 
limited. Without 
paying a price, one 
cannot expect the 
emancipation of the 
Kashmiris from 
Indian occupation. 
Who should pay that 
price and how needs 
to be analysed while 
taking into account 
three major realities.

First, Kashmiris 
have already paid 
heavily, both in terms 
of physical and mate-
rial losses. Since 
1990, when the 
Kashmiri Intifada 
began, 100,000 peo-
ple have lost their 
lives and thousands 
have been injured 
including with the 
use of pellet guns. 
Since August 5, 2019, 
a reign of terror has 
been unleashed in 
IIOJK in the form of 
extra-judicial kill-
ings, arbitrary arrests 
of Kashmiri youths, 
siege and search 
operations. No other 
community in this 
part of the world has 
rendered so many 
sacrifices as the 
Kashmiri Muslims.

Second, if Pakistan 
calls Kashmir its life-
line and missing ‘K’, 
then it is the moral 
responsibility of the 
state and society of 
Pakistan to render 
sacrifices so that the 
b e l e a g u e r e d 
Kashmiri Muslims 

whose lives have 
been devastated and 
are facing the reality 
of ethnic cleansing 
can get some relief. If 
Pakistan is serious in 
pulling Kashmiri 
Muslims from such a 
difficult situation, 
then it should pre-
pare its people for a 
long struggle by con-
serving resources 
required to be used 
for practically sup-
porting the 
Kashmiris holed up 
in IIOJK. Luxurious 
lifestyles, VVIP cul-
ture and their com-
fort zones, economic 
crises and political 
polarisation will 
damage the Kashmiri 
cause and provide 
India another oppor-
tunity to deepen its 
occupation. In order 
to emancipate 
Kashmir, the people 
and state of Pakistan 
will have to render 
sacrifices by putting 
a moratorium on 
political squabbling, 
corruption, nepotism 
and ensure a proper 
justice system. A dif-
ferent Pakistan — 
where, instead of 
lust, greed and bad 
governance, there is a 
rule of law and jus-
tice so that the 
Kashmiris are hope-
ful about their future 
— should be the goal. 
A strong Pakistan 
with bold and coura-
geous leadership 
adhering to the rule 
of law, good govern-
ance, economic and 
political stability will 
give a new impetus 
to the Kashmiri free-
dom movement.

Will the people of 
Pakistan, along with 
the state, be prepared 
to give such sacrifices 
which would require 

a qualitative change 
in their mindset and 
behaviour on issues 
which require imme-
diate attention? Once 
Pakistan changes for 
the better, India will 
be forced to abandon 
its ruthless and inhu-
man policies in IIOJK.

Third, more than 
making sacrifices for 
the cause of Kashmir, 
the right strategy is 
also required on the 
part of Pakistani state 
organs, including the 
government in AJK 
along with the 
Kashmiri diaspora to 
put India on the 
defensive and iso-
lated, because of its 
blemished record of 
human rights viola-
tions, ethnic cleans-
ing and demographic 
transformation in the 
valley. Lessons can 
be learned from the 
national liberation 
struggle in Vietnam 
that how the Viet 
Cong that spear-
headed a long resist-
ance movement 
against half a million 
American occupant 
forces succeeded in 
expelling them and 
unifying Vietnam.

The unification of 
Kashmir is only pos-
sible by rendering 
sacrifices by Pakistan 
and the besieged 
population of IIOJK 
which has, since 1947, 
been facing Indian 
occupation and 
repression. Only then 
can the purpose of 
celebrating Kashmir 
Solidarity Day be 
accomplished.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all updates 
on all our daily 
pieces.
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ISLAMABAD: Raziyah Sultana daughter of Hurriyat Leader Yasin Malik kissed his poster at F-10 road while coming back from Solidarity 
Kashmir event on Friday.. INP

RAWALPINDI: Pakistani batsman run between the wickets during the second day of the second Test 
cricket match of a two-match series between Pakistan and South Africa at the Rawalpindi Cricket 

Stadium. INP PHOTO

Monitoring Desk

KARACHI: Pakistan has a 
large labour force that stands 
among the top 10 largest 
labour forces in the world, and 
it’s growing day by day. To 
create adequate employment 
opportunities for them is a 
huge challenge. On the other 
hand, employers frequently 
keep saying that they are una-
ble to find workers with 
appropriate skills necessary 
for their businesses. This 
obviously shows that there is 
a mismatch between the 
demand and supply of skills.

The International Labor 
Organization (ILO) has 
revealed that skills develop-
ment can play a major role in 
the alleviation of poverty, 
when carefully planned and 
implemented in the context of 
the available and emerging 
employment and income-gen-
eration opportunities. This 
multiplies many folds when 

the skills are acquired in the 
digital spheres. It not only 
widens the work opportuni-
ties but also opens up avenues 
for entrepreneurial ventures 
as well.

Extreme Commerce, 
Pakista n’s largest and 
renowned E-Commerce 
capacity building platform 
has excelled in its mission of 
making Pakistan a hub of 
entrepreneurial opportuni-
ties. Under the guidance of 
Sunny Ali, thousands of aspir-
ing individuals from Pakistan 
have successfully initiated 
global e-commerce busi-
nesses. 

Extreme Commerce, 
Pakistan’s largest e-commerce 
skill development and entre-
preneurial platform has 
achieved yet another mile-
stone with the expansion of 
100+ skills training courses 
through the ‘Video Boot Camp 
(VBC)’. The Video Boot Camp 
includes virtual sessions and 

videos encompassing around 
100 essential e-commerce and 
digital skills required to excel 
in the spheres of online busi-
nesses. The Video Boot Camp 
training program is specifi-
cally tailored to facilitate the 
budding entrepreneurs and 
businessmen and freelancers.

According to Ali, 
“Ecommerce has skyrocketed 
after the pandemic and is esti-
mated to grow to a whopping 
$4.3 trillion within this year”. 
He further adds, “There is a 
huge potential for growth in 
ecommerce both domestic 
and international, and that is 
why we at Extreme Commerce 
have pledged to enable people 
to bring at least an additional 
$1 billion each year into the 
Pakistani economy through 
E-Commerce skills by 2025”.

The Video Boot Camp 
includes over a 100 plus 
income generating E-Comme 
rce skills (income streams) 
which an entrepreneur needs 

to skyrocket their businesses. 
Some skills offered through 
the VBC include: Selling 
through Fulfillment by 
Amazon (FBA) model, Virtual 
Assistant and FBA Freelan 
cing, online store manage-
ment of international and 
local E-Commerce market-
places, bookkeeping account 
management services, digital 
and social media marketing, 
content writing and graphic 
designing, 3D designing & 
modeling, data science and 
analytics, and more.

This initiative of Extreme 
Commerce will be immensely 
fruitful in helping their train-
ees become leading entrepre-
neurs of the country. Ali, con-
tented with his vision states, 
“At Extreme Commerce, we 
offer a multitude of digital 
skills that are categorized 
into 100+ courses/income 
streams under the umbrella 
of Video Boot Camp (VBC 
2021). These skills are pivotal 

to reducing unemployment 
and enhancing the capital of 
our country”. Sharing his 
focus and goals, he adds, 
“Skills that actually help you 
succeed as an online free-
lancer and even in the real-
life environment plus 
increase your income thereby, 
are our prime focus right 
now”.

Earlier, Extreme Commerce 
and Mishal Pakistan, the 
Country Partner Institute of 
the World Economic Forum 
had signed a partnership to 
mainstream e-commerce in 
Pakistan, this includes capac-
ity building initiatives for the 
media and industry players, 
including trainings, seminars 
and workshops.

The government of Pakistan 
has estimated digital skills 
global industry, often referred 
to as online outsourcing, is 
expected to generate gross 
service revenue between $15 
billion and $25 billion in 2021.

Pakistan moves closer to train 
one million youth with 100+ 

digital skills
Enabling people to bring $1bln into Pakistani economy 

each year via E-Commerce skills by 2025

People’s happy life in 
Xinjiang is really inspiring: 

Says Pakistan Envoy
News Desk

BEIJING,: Pakistani 
and Russian ambassa-
dors in Geneva at a 
webinar said that Xinji 
ang’s development and 
people’s happy life are 
really inspiring and 
helpful for the diplo-
matic circle to get to 
know the real Xinjiang 
in an all-round and 
accurate way. 

According to the Spo 
kesperson of the Chin 
ese Foreign Mini stry 
Wang Wenbin here, the 
webinar titled “Xinjiang 
is a Wond erful Land” 
was jointly held by 
China’s Perma nent 
Mission to the United 
Nations Office at 
Geneva and the govern-

ment of Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous 
Region on February 3.

Many diplomatic rep 
resentatives recalled 
their visits to Xinjiang 
and spoke highly of the 
Chinese government’s 
commitment to promot-
ing sustainable dev 
elopment, safeguarding 
social order, protecting 
human rights, and imp 
roving people’s liveli-
hoods. The Pakist ani 
and Russian ambassa-
dors also expressed firm 
opposition to politiciz-
ing human rights issues 
and using Xinjiang-rela 
ted issues to interfere in 
China’s internal affairs. 
The event was aimed at 
introducing Xinjiang’s 
socioeconomic develop-

ment achievements and 
people’s living condi-
tions there to diplomats 
from more than 50 coun-
tries, including nearly 20 
ambassadors. 

The online event also 
attracted the participa-
tion of officials from the 
Office of the United 
Nations High Commis 
sioner for Human Rights 
and UN human rights 
experts.

At the event, a series 
of video clips reflecting 
Xinjiang’s natural scen-
ery, development achi 
evements and people’s 
happy life were played 
for the audience. Erkin 
Tuniyaz, vice chairman 
of the regional govern-
ment and head of the 
Xinjiang.

Turkish support for the 
oppressed Kashmiris 
reiterated at Kashmir 

Solidarity Day event in 
Ankara

News Desk

ANKARA: Turkey’s unwa-
vering support for the 
Jammu & Kashmir dispute 
was reiterated at an event 
organized by the Embassy 
of Pakistan in Ankara 
today. Chairman of the 
Environment Commission 
of the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly Mr. 
Muhammet Balta was the 
chief guest. 

Messages of the Presid 
ent and Prime Minister of 
Pakistan were read out by 
Deputy Head of Mission 
Mr. Arshad Jan Pathan. 
Pakistani leadership reiter-
ated political, moral and 
diplomatic support to the 
people of Kashmir until 
the resolution of the dis-
pute according to the aspi-
rations of the Kashmiris.

Parliamentarian Muha 
mmet Balta, in his speech 
said Pakistan and Turkey 
have unique friendship 
and brotherhood and peo-
ple of both the countries 
share their joy and pain. 
“Like Pakistan, Kashmir 
and Kashmiris have the 
same place in the heart and 
mind of every Turk,” said 
Mr. Balta. He underscored 
that President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan highlights 
the Kashmir issue at every 
international platform and 
this is the same for the 
entire Turkish nation. 

Mr. Muhmmet Balta 
criticized the 5th August 
2019 illegal measures by 
India to try and change the 
special status of Jammu & 
Kashmir which is a dis-
puted territory as recog-

nized by the United Natio 
ns. He reassured every 
possible assistance to the 
oppressed people of Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir (IIOJK). He 
emphasized that Turkish 
support would continue 
until the Kashmir dispute 
is resolved peacefully 
under the United Nations 
Security Council Resolu 
tions and as per the wishes 
of the Kashmiri people.

Pakistan’s Ambassador 
to Turkey Muhammad 
Syrus Sajjad Qazi in his 
remarks said commemora-
tion of 5th February as 
Kashmir Solidarity Day is 
a stark reminder of the bro-
ken promises and unful-
filled commitments made 
to the Kashmiri people by 
India for holding a plebi-
scite, when it had taken the 
matter first time to the UN 
in January 1948 and 
accepted its prescription. 
Since then, Ambassador 
Qazi underscored, all 
manner of political, diplo-
matic, military, economic, 
parliamentary, constitu-
tional and demographic 
jugglery and coercion has 
been employed to deny 
this right to the Kashmiris 
in IIOJK. The Ambassador 
highlighted massive 
human rights violations by 
India to instil fear in the 
local population. “In this 
day and age, no matter 
what lengths the Indian 
regime goes to block 
access, no matter how 
many curtains of secrecy it 
tries to pull down on the 
conduct of its armed forces 
in the Kashmir valley.

BoR officer ar-
rested for mis-
behaving with 

Karachi cops 
News Desk

KARACHI: Police in Karac 
hi Saddar’s Regal Chowk 
area on Friday arrested a 
Board of Revenue (BoR) 
senior officer and his serv-
ant.

Police said when Assis 
tant Commissioner (AC) 
Muhsin Anees was stopped 
for checking, he was found 
drunk. 

Not only that the AC also 
misbehaved with the cops, 
his car also had an official 
number plate for which a 
case had been registered 
against him at Preedy 
Police Station, the police 
also informed. It added 
that tests of AC Anees and 
his servant Sahil had been 
conducted. 

‘Aman-2021’ to raise 
collaborative mechanism 

for non-traditional maritime 
security threats: Experts

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Hosting of the multinational maritime 
exercise ‘Aman-2021’ reflects Pakistan’s intentions for 
building collaborative maritime security mechanisms to 
counter all sorts of non-traditional security threats in the 
Indian Ocean region, including, but not limited to, growing 
sea piracy, environmental, cyber and satellite communica-
tion sabotage, and maritime policing issues such as illegal 
fishing, smuggling, drugs and human trafficking, etc.

This was stressed by maritime experts and security ana-
lysts at a webinar titled ‘Security Cooperation in the 
Western Indian Ocean Region and Significance of AMAN 
2021’, which was hosted by Institute of Policy Studies (IPS).

The session was chaired by Vice Admiral ® Iftikhar 
Ahmed Rao, former deputy chief of naval staff, and co-
chaired by Khalid Rahman, chairman, IPS. Dr Maliha Zeba 
Khan, IPS’ Research Fellow, moderated the seminar which 
included as speakers and discussants, Dr Shabana Fayyaz, 
in-charge, defence & strategic studies department, Quaid-
i-Azam University, Dr Azhar Ahmad, naval expert and 
associate professor, Bahria University, Dr. Khurram Iqbal, 
head of IR department, National Defence University, Vice 
Admiral ® Asaf Humayun, Rear Admiral ® Saleem 
Akhtar, Mirza Hamid Hassan and Aneela Shahzad while 
a number of researchers and analysts from National 
Institute of Maritime Affairs (NIMA), Maritime Study 
Forum (MSF) and other relevant institutions and organiza-
tions from across Pakistan participated actively in the 
online event.

V/Admiral (retd) Rao said that Pakistan’s peace initiative 
in the IOR in the shape of Aman exercises has created a con-
ducive environment for regional and extra-regional players. 
He warned that India, with its hegemonic designs in the 
Indian Ocean, is trying to pose itself as a maritime regional 
power and is interested in holding sway over the choke 
points in the IOR. However, this is not possible owing to the 
magnitude of China’s military and economic prowess, he 
added. Commenting on participation of Rus sian navy 
ships in the Aman exercise for the first time, he said, this 
holds immense political significance and augurs well for 
bilateral relations between Pakistan and Russia.

Dr Khurram apprised the forum that increasing compe-
tition between China and the US, which earlier was limited 
to the Pacific, has now shifted to the Indian Ocean, chang-
ing power dynamics of the region. He further said that 
India, the most important pawn of American grand chess 
in Asia, wants to dominate the Indo-Pacific theater. These 
hegemonic designs are a matter of concern for Pakistan, 
which is playing its part in fostering peace and stability in 
the region. Instead of taking sides, Pakistan is acting as a 
bridge to defuse tensions in the exceedingly polarized 
Indian Ocean. Dr Azhar was of the view that although the 
menace of piracy in the Indian Ocean region has faded 
away, it is pertinent to enhance the role and capacity of 
maritime security agencies and coast guards along with 
improving ship-tracking mechanisms. Highlighting the 
role of Pakistan Navy in this regard, he said Pakistan is 
currently commanding Combined Task Force 151 – a 
multinational naval task force created to respond to 
piracy attacks – many times. In his opinion, the answer 
to piracy lies in geo-political stability in the disturbed 
countries in the region like Somalia.

News Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of National Business Group of 
FPCCI, President Pakistan Businessmen and Intelle 
ctuals Forum and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, Mian 
Zahid Hussain has said that the suspension of natural 
gas to captive plants will hit production, exports, 
investments and jobs. 

Talking to business community on Monday, he said 
the decision to shut down captive power plants will 
also hit revenue, tax targets and foreign exchange 
reserves. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the decision to link 
factories having captive power plants to the national 
grid should be reconsidered as the feeble power infra-
structure is unable to provide continued electricity.

Suspension of gas supply to industries will not 
improve the situation in the country but it will leave 
three hundred thousand workers in the textile sector 
which other sectors will also suffer, he warned. 

The business leader said that the supply chain sup-
porting the export sector will also be shattered creating 
more problems to the industrial sector. 

Decision has been taken at a time when the export 
industry has bagged unprecedented orders and billions 
have been invested in capacity building and expansion 
which is being wasted, he noted. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that production, trans-
mission and distribution system of the power sector is 
highly inefficient which is wasting twenty percent of 
the production resulting in circular dent amounting to 
almost Rs2.5 trillion.  Power outages and disruption is 
damaging machinery adding to repaid costs and put-
ting timely completion of export orders at stake, he 
said, adding that the export sector should establish 
their own terminal and start importing LNG to find 

Captive power plants 
closure to hit production, 

exports & jobs: Mian Zahid

Sindh govt files a petition 
for review in the Daniel 

Pearl case
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A day after the Supreme Court acquitted 
Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh, the main accused in the 
murder case of American journalist Daniel Pearl, the 
Sindh government on Friday filed a petition seeking 
review of its verdict.

The provincial government, through its Prosecutor 
General, heard the petition in the Supreme Court, ask-
ing it to reconsider its decision to acquit the main 
accused.

A three-judge bench headed by Justice Mushir Alam 
comprising Justice Sardar Tariq Masood and Justice 
Yahya Afridi ordered the immediate release of Mr 
Sheikh, Fahad Naseem Ahmed, Syed Salman and 
Sheikh Muhammad Adil  if there is no other case 
against them. A member of the bench opposed the deci-
sion. The bench decided that it would issue a detailed 
decision later. Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh, a British 
citizen, Fahad Naseem, Salman Saqib and Sheikh Adil, 
co-accused in the murder case, were challaned in the 
Sindh High Court (SHC) in 2002 the verdict of the 
Hyderabad Anti-Terrorism Court. He had revealed this 
after challenging. They were convicted of kidnapping 
and killing American journalist Daniel Pearl.

The High Court quashed the ATC decision and 
acquitted the culprits on April 2, 2020. Subsequently, 
the Sindh government filed an appeal in the SC chal-
lenging his acquittal.

Daniel Pearl, 38, chief of the South Asia Bureau of the 
Wall Street Journal, was investigating a story about reli-
gious extremists in Karachi in January 2002, when he 
was abducted and killed.

Earlier, the Sindh government presented sensitive 
information in a sealed envelope to the court.
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QUETTA: A view of banners install on Assembly Chowk on the eve of 5th February Kashmir Solidarity  day. 
QV PHOTO

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Senator Faisal Javed said on Thursday 
that over $425 million have been deposited in Roshan 
Digital Accounts and 80,000 plus accounts opened by 
overseas Pakistanis, so far.
Faisal Javed said in his Twitter message that overseas 
Pakistanis have so far opened over 80,000 Roshan 
Digital Accounts besides depositing more than $425 
million. He added that more than $270 million has 
been invested in Naya Pakistan Certificates.
The senator praised the ‘fabulous response’ to the 
great initiative by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
and the finance ministry.
Prime Minister Imran Khan had launched Naya 
Pakistan Certificate on November 12, last year, 
which was introduced to facilitate overseas 
Pakistanis for opening a Foreign Currency Value 
Account (FCVA) are for overseas Pakistanis and 
those who have declared assets abroad with the 
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR). State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) with the support of eight major banks 
in the country will lead the project under which 
Pakistani diaspora could be able to avail the banking 
facility from a digital payment system and the con-
sumers would be able to open their bank accounts 
without visiting bank, embassy or consulate.

Celebrations 
of solidarity 
for freedom-

loving 
Kashmiris 

hailed
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Chair 
man of Jammu and Kashm 
ir Peoples Freedom League, 
Muhammad Farooq 
Rehmani has hailed the 
people, the government 
and different political par-
ties of Pakistan for express-
ing solidarity with the free-
dom-loving people of 
Indian illegally occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir.

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, Muhamm ad 
Farooq Rehmani in a state-
ment in Islamabad stressed 
the need of meaningful dia-
logue between Pakistan and 
India as there is no other 
way to settle the festering 
Kashmir dispute peacefully.

He emphasized the 
strengthening and empow-
ering of the Kashmiris and 
their cause when India has 
squeezed them. In this 
regard, he opined that the 
good offices of the UN Secr 
etary General’s be sought by 
constant contact with him 
as he was quite interested in 
settling the Kash mir dis-
pute through dialogue. 
Parliament and the mecha-
nism of OIC and European 
Union and the Britain 
should be utilized to resolve 
the Kashmir dispute. The 
inclusion of the people of 
Kashmir in the dialogue 
process is of vital impor-
tance and their sacrifices 
should be underscored by 
encouraging their political 
role in it, he added.The Vice 
Chairman of Jammu and 
Kashmir Pir Panjal Freedom 
Movement, Qazi Imran in a 
statement issued in Islam 
abad said that no power in 
the world could separate the 
people of Pakis tan and 
Kashmir. He said that desp 
ite Indian oppression in 
IIOJK, the people of Kash 
mir hoisted the Pakistani 
flag in the territory to exp 
ress their love for the coun-
try. They are sacrificing 
their lives and expre ssing 
their love for Pakistan by 
chanting slogans of “Long 
live Pakistan” and “Kashmir 
baney ga Pakistan”, he 
added. 

RAWALPINDI: Ground staff members cover the pitch following rain showers as the 
3rd session delayed during the first day of the second Test between Pakistan and 

South Africa. AFP

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting 
Senator Shibli Faraz Friday 
urged the international organ-
izations and human rights 
bodies to play their role and 
get implemented the United 
Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) resolutions granting 
Kashmiris their right to self-
determination.

He was speaking here as a 
chief guest at a photographic 
and painting exhibition 
arranged by the Directorate of 
Electronic Media and 
Publications in collaboration 
with the National Institute of 
Folk and Traditional Heritage 
on the occasion of Kashmir 
Solidarity Day.

The minister said it was 

unfortunate that the interna-
tional organizations showed 
double standards and did not 
raise an effective voice against 
the Indian atrocities in the 
occupied Kashmir.

The observance of Kashmir 
Solidarity Day at the interna-
tional level was part of the 
peaceful movement of 
Kashmiris, he added.

“We are reminding the 
international community that 
without resolving the 
Kashmir issue there can be no 
guarantee of peace in the 
region. Any catastrophe 
because of this dispute will 
not only affect this region but 
the whole world.”

He said on the Day 
Pakistanis expressed solidar-
ity with their Kashmiri broth-
ers not just in Pakistan but 

across the world.
The Kashmiris had given 

their lives to get freedom from 
India, and observing the soli-
darity day was an acknowl-
edgement that they 
(Kashmiris) stood up for their 
basic rights, for freedom from 
the oppression and against 
violation of human rights and 
non-implementation of the 
United Nations Security 
Council resolutions, he added.

The minister said India 
revoked articles 35 and 370 of 
its constitution on August 5, 
2019 and after that Kashmiris 
reinforced their struggle 
against the Indian occupation.

For the last 18 months, he 
added, the Kashmiris had 
given immense sacrifices for 
their freedom from India 
which had turned the occu-

pied Kashmir into a large jail.
Prime Minister Imran Khan 

had effectively and logically 
raised his voice at the interna-
tional forums for the Kashmir 
cause, he said, adding the 
Indian forces had unleashed a 
reign of terror, abducted the 
youth and dishonoured the 
women in IIOJk.

The silence of international 
human rights organizations 
on atrocities was a big ques-
tion mark, he said.

The Kashmiris. who had 
waged a peaceful struggle for 
the last seven decades for 
their freedom and basic legal 
rights, were badly mistreated 
by the present Indian govern-
ment, he remarked.

The Kashmiri brothers and 
sisters lived in the hearts of 
Pakistani people, he said, add-

Shibli urges int’l 
community to get UNSC 
resolutions on Kashmir 

implemented

Khawaja 
Asif’s 

judicial 
remand 

extended in 
assets case

News Desk

LAHORE: An accounta-
bility court in Lahore on 
Thursday extended Paki 
stan Muslim League Naw 
az (PML-N) leader Khaw 
aja Asif’s judicial remand 
till February 18 in assets 
beyond income case.

The accountability cour 
t’s judge Jawadul Hassan 
heard the case pertains to 
the assets bey ond income 
against PML- N senior 
leader Khawaja Asif. The 
accused was produced 
before the court amid stri 
ct security arran 
gements.

The NAB prosecutor 
presented the report 
about reference against 
PML-N stalwart before 
the court. The court later 
adjourned the hearing 
after extending judicial 
remand of Khawja Asif

According to the latest 
progress made in assets 
beyond income case 
against Khawaja Asif, 
four witnesses have recor 
ded their statements to 
the anti-corruption 
watch dog. According to 
NAB, a bank peon in 
Lahore had submitted 
over Rs28 million to the 
bank account of Khawaja 
Asif following the orders 
of senior officers.

NAB to file reference 
against Jam Khan Shoro 

within three weeks

SRCA Poverty Alleviation 
Program supports youth 

entrepreneurship in 
Pakistan

News Desk

BEIJING: Silk Road 
Cities Alliance (SRCA) 
Poverty Alleviation 
Program supports 
youth entrepreneur-
ship in Pakistan, says 
a report published by 
Gwadar Pro on Friday. 

It announced its 
new serial activity of 
2021, themed poverty 
alleviation and youth 
entrepreneurship. The 
spokesman of SRCA, 
Song Rulan, said that 
“we encourage more 
Pakistani youths to 
join the program 
which may change 
their lives and then 
alleviate domestic 
poverty in Pakistan.”

With about 850 mil-
lion Chinese taken out 
of extreme poverty in 
the past 40 years, 
China announced that 
it had eliminated 
absolute poverty 
nationwide on 
November 23rd 2020.

Under the frame-
work of BRI and 
CPEC, sharing the 
experience of 
“Chinese-style pov-
erty alleviation” and 
absorbing the wisdom 
of other countries will 
help promote interna-
tional cooperation in 
poverty reduction and 
economic develop-
ment.  

According to the 
World Bank, BRI will 
lift 7.6 million people 
out of extreme pov-
erty and 32 million 
people out of moder-
ate poverty in relevant 
countries.  

Due to the solid 
Pak-China friendship, 
Pakistan will be one 
of the first batch of 
countries benefited 
from the program. 

SRCA Poverty 
Alleviation Program 
encourages the youth 
to elaborate the 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 
research, observation, 
and suggestions on 
“poverty alleviation, 
international coopera-
tion and sustainable 
development”, to 
show the responsibil-
ity of youth in partici-
pating in global pov-
erty elimination.

 Silk Road Youth 
Start-up Competition, 
the flagship event in 
the serial activities, 
will ask the young 
contestants to design 
poverty alleviation 
plans. In this process, 
online or offline semi-
nars on poverty 
reduction and tourism 
promotion will be 
organized in local vil-
lages.  

The judge panel 
consists of experts, 
embassy representa-

tives and enterprise 
leaders. In addition, 
the prized plans will 
be supported and 
funded after the 
event. 

LiXin, deputy 
director of 
International Poverty 
Reduction Center in 
China (IPRCC), 
believed this accurate 
and far-sighted pro-
gram, will help youths 
from BRI countries 
such as Pakistan to 
support and partici-
pate in the develop-
ment of their home-
towns.

The report says, it 
will play an important 
role in achieving the 
United Nations 2030 
Sustainable Develo 
pment Goals, and pro-
mote the common 
development of BRI 
countries. LiXin, dep-
uty director of 
International Poverty 
Reduction Center in 
China (IPRCC), 
believed this accurate 
and far-sighted pro-
gram, will help youths 
from BRI countries 
such as Pakistan to 
support and partici-
pate in the develop-
ment of their home-
towns.The report says, 
it will play an impor-
tant role in achieving 
the United Nations 
2030 Sustainable.

Sinopharm’s 
Coronavirus vaccine 
safe and dependable: 

SAPM on Health
News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The efficacy of Sinopharm’s Covid-19 
vaccine is between 79-86 per cent. We are planning to 
buy it in sufficient quantity as 110 million out of 220 
million of total Pakistan’s population need 
Coronavirus vaccine,” said Special Assistant to Prime 
Minister Dr. Faisal Sultan. 

According to the statistical analysis of Sinopharm 
China Biotech, the results of the interim analysis of 
the new coronavirus inactivated vaccine phase III 
clinical trial showed that the safety of the new corona-
virus inactivated vaccine of Sinopharm China Bio 
Beijing Company is good after inoculation.

A report published by Gwadar Pro on Thursday 
says, all patients produced high-titer antibodies, the 
neutralizing antibody positive conversion rate was 
99.52%, and the vaccine’s protective efficacy against 
the disease caused by the new coronavirus infection 
(Covid-19) was 79.34%.

Speaking to Gwadar Pro, Asad Umar, federal 
Minister for planning appreciated government of 
China for donating 500,000 doses of vaccines.

“We are grateful to China for gifting 500,000 vac-
cine doses to Pakistan which enabled the government 
to inoculate the national immunization drive,” Asad 
Umar added.

According to Sinopharm’s press release, its vaccine 
was 79.34% effective at preventing new cases of Covid-
19.

The data results reached the relevant technical 
standards of the World Health Organization and the 
country.

The “Guiding Principles for Clinical Evaluation of 
New Coronavirus Preventive Vaccines (Trial)” issued 
by the Food and Drug Administration is required by 
relevant standards.

“At present, Sinopharm China Biotech Beijing has 
formally submitted a conditional listing application to 
the State Food and Drug Administration,” a press 
note issued from Sinopharm had stated earlier.

Pakistani authorities endorsed the results and 
requested Chinese authorities for provision of its vac-
cine.

Dr. Faisal Sultan launched countrywide vaccine 
and spoke highly of Sinopharm’s Coronavirus vac-
cine. “It’s highly effective and ultra-safe.  Pakistan 
also conducted its trial that was found satisfactory,” 
he told journalists on Wednesday.

Endorsing Faisal Sultan, the executive Director of 
Pakistan’s National Institute of Health Major General 
Aamer Ikram also spoke highly of Sinopharm’s vac-
cine saying it worked well during trials. “It’s heavy 
work. We will overcome the Pandemic of Covid-19 
with this [Sinopharm’s Coronavirus vaccine] 
Insha’Allah (God willing),”Major General Aamer 
Ikram told this correspondent.

The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (Drap) 
had approved Sinopharm’s vaccine for emergency use 
in mid-January this year. Vaccine was only approved 
after its trials satisfied Pakistani authorities to great 
extant.

“In a meeting conducted by [the] Registration Board 
of Drap, another vaccine manufactured by China 
National Pharmaceutical Group (Sinopharm) has also 
been given EUA (emergency use authorization),” a 
spokesperson for the regulatory body said earlier in a 
statement.

The Sinopharm’s Covid-19 vaccine was evaluated 
for its safety and quality and granted EUA “with cer-
tain conditions”, the statement added.

It is worth noting that Sinopharm—China’s state-
owned drug company, also known as the China 
National Pharmaceutical Group had announced on 
December 30, 2020 promising phase 3 clinical results 
for its coronavirus vaccine candidate.

Over $425 million 
deposited in Roshan 

Digital Accounts: Faisal 
Javed

News Desk

KARACHI: The National 
Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) on Thursday decid 
ed to file corruption refer-
ence against Pakistan Peo 
ples Party leader Jam Kha 
n Shoro, in illegal land 
allotment and assets case.

This was stated by the 
NAB’s lawyer before the 

Sindh High Court (SHC) 
bench hearing the case. 
The proposed reference 
sent to Chairman 
National Accountability 
Bureau, Justice (retired) 
Javed Iqbal has been 
approved, he added.

The court asked how 
much more time the NAB 
requires to file the refer-
ence?

ECP to hold local polls in 
Punjab, KP in phases, SC 

informed
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Elect 
ion Commission of Pakis 
tan (ECP) on Thursday 
submitted dates for local 
government elections in 
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtun 
khwa and the Cantonm 
ent Boards in the Supreme 
Court.

The election commis-
sion in its reply to the 
apex court informed that 
the local government 
elections in Punjab will 
be held in three phases, 
while the first phase of 
the local council polls 
will be held on June 20, in 
the second phase on July 
16 and in the third phase 
on August 08.

The schedule for 
Punjab local council poll 
will also be announced in 
phases, the ECP said.

The ECP further said 
that the polling for local 
council election in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa will be 
held in two phases, the 
first phase elections in the 
province will be held on 
April 08 and the second 
phase of election will be 
held on May 29.

The schedule of the 
first phase of the polls 
will be announced on 

February 12, while the 
next phase on March 25, 
the election commission 
said. Moreover, the 
Cantonment Boards’ elec-
tions will also be held on 
April 08 and May 29, the 
ECP said.

“The election commis-
sion held two sessions 
over the instructions of 
the supreme court to con-
sider over the local gov-
ernment elections in the 
provinces, Islamabad and 
the cantonment boards,” 
the ECP said in its reply 
to the court. “The min-
utes of the meetings have 
also been submitted to 
the court”.

“The matter of local 
council elections in Sindh 
and Balochistan have 
been postponed till 
February 11 meeting,” the 
election commission said.

It is to be mentioned 
here that the Supreme 
Court had earlier ordered 
the ECP to submit the 
progress report over the 
matter in the court.

The Supreme Court 
had also ordered the elec-
tion commission to sub-
mit deliberations of its 
sessions with regard to 
the local government 
elections.

ECP to announce 
Senate elections 

schedule on Feb 11
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) will announce the schedule for Senate elections 
2021 on February 11 though it has started issuing 
nomination papers for the candidates from today 
(Thursday).

According to a press release issued by the ECP, 
nomination papers for the two Senate seats of 
Islamabad can be obtained from Election Commission 
Secretariat in the federal capital.

For provincial Senate seats, nomination papers can 
be received from the offices of the respective provin-
cial election commissions.

The candidates have been asked to attach party 
tickets while submitting the nomination papers. 
Independent candidates do not need to do so.

In addition, candidates were reminded to set up a 
special account for this purpose at any branch of any 
scheduled bank for their election expenses as their 
account number should be mentioned in the nomina-
tion papers.

The ECP further added it is important to prepare in 
advance. According to the law, a candidate is not 
allowed to make his election expenses from any bank 
account other than this particular bank account. 

The candidates were also directed to get open an 
account in their name with cash not more than Rs1.5 
million, the limit fixed by the ECP for the candidates 
as election expenditure.

The move from the ECP as the government had 
introduced the 26th Constitutional Amendment Bill 
in the National Assembly. Federal Law Minister 
Farogh Naseem tabled the in the lower house which 
sought the Senate elections by open vote.

The government had also moved the Supreme 
Court seeking its opinion about the mechanism of 
voting for the elections of the Upper House of the 
Parliament. 

ISLAMABAD:  Senator Shibli Faraz, Federal Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting, All Parties Hurriyat 

Conference leadership and others addressing a press 
conference regarding Kashmir Solidarity Day. INP


