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News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on 
Tuesday evening over-
saw the start of 
Pakistan’s coronavirus 
vaccination campaign, 
with the first jab admin-
istered to a doctor in 
Islamabad.
Speaking at a ceremony 
to mark the launch of 
the drive, the premier 
congratulated his gov-
ernment’s health team 
for moving rapidly to 
secure the vaccine and 
thanked China for 
donating 500,000 doses 
of the Sinopharm vac-
cine to Pakistan.
He reiterated that the 
vaccine will be first 
administered to health 
workers working with 
Covid-19 patients, fol-
lowed by the elderly in 
the high-risk age group.
“This (vaccine) is being 
distributed equitably 

among all the provinces 
so no one thinks we’ve 
provided more of it to 
one province,” he said.
Prime Minister Imran 
urged all healthcare 
workers to get the vac-
cine, saying they were 
most at risk. He also 
appealed to the public to 
follow the Covid-19 
standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) and wear 
a mask.
“If Allah has blessed 
Pakistan as compared to 
the rest of the world, we 
should be grateful for 
that and take full pre-
cautions,” he empha-
sised. “If there is any-
thing that slows the 
spread of the virus, it is 
a mask.”
He said the government 
had reopened schools 
and would do the same 
for hospitals, and that 
Pakistan’s Covid-19 
cases were “falling”. But 
he stressed that it was 

important for people to 
follow the SOPs in order 
to save lives.
“Look at what is hap-
pening in Europe, 
America — they have 
had more than 400,000 
deaths, [...] while there is 
a complete lockdown in 
Britain,” the premier 
said, noting that while 
some Western countries 
had shut down their 
economies, Pakistan’s 
economy was function-
ing and restrictions 
were in place only in the 
services sector.
“If you take precautions, 
we will open the other 
sectors as well.”
Before the premier’s 
speech, a doctor was 
given the country’s first 
Covid-19 vaccine shot as 
Imran and his special 
assistant on health Dr 
Faisal Sultan stood 
watching.
Since reporting its first 
cases of the coronavirus 

on February 26 last year, 
Pakistan has so far con-
firmed more than 
547,000 infections, while 
11,746 people have lost 
their lives due to the dis-
ease.
The first batch of the 
vaccines donated by 
China had reached 
Islamabad early on 
Monday morning from 
Beijing on a special 
Pakistan Air Force 
plane.
In a statement on 
Tuesday evening, the 
National Command and 
Operation Centre 
(NCOC) said the first 
tranche of the Covid 
vaccine had reached all 
federating units, adding 
that the doses for Sindh 
and Balochistan were 
dispatched by air. It said 
the provinces’ inocula-
tion drive will begin on 
Wednesday (tomorrow).
Talking to Dawn earlier, 
SAPM on Health Dr 

Faisal Sultan had said 
the vaccine would be 
dispatched to the prov-
inces on Tuesday (today) 
and hoped that the inoc-
ulation process would 
start at the earliest.
“Though it is being 
asked how many doses 
will be sent to each 
province, to me it does 
not matter as the second 
consignment will reach 
before the first batch 
runs out. I have sug-
gested that vaccination 
should be started in cit-
ies and hospitals from 
where the most cases are 
being reported,” he said.
A senior official of the 
Ministry of National 
Health Services, 
requesting not to be 
named, said it was a 
major development as 
Pakistan had been 
included in the list of 
countries that had 
stocks of Covid-19 vac-
cine.

CTD arrests 
most 

wanted 
terrorist in 

Karachi
Monitoring Desk

KARACHI: The Counter-
Terrorism Department 
(CTD) and a sensitive inst 
itution on Tuesday arres 
ted a most wanted terror-
ist named in ‘Red Book’ 
during a joint raid in 
Karachi.

A most wanted terrorist 
named in the govern-
ment’s Red Book, Zakir 
Raza alias Nadeem, has 
been arrested during a 
joint raid of CTD and a 
sensitive institution in 
Karachi. The CTD spokes-
person said that he is a 
close aide of another ter-
rorist, Abbas Raza, who 
had received weapons 
training from a neigh-
bouring country.

During the interroga-
tion, Zakir Raza alias 
Nadeem revealed that he 
had also received auto-
matic weapons and tacti-
cal training from a neigh-
bouring country follow-
ing the advice of Abbas 
Raza, who is also named 
as a most-wanted terrorist 
in Red Book.

The spokesperson said 
that the arrested terrorist 
used to brainwash and 
motivate people in 
Karachi and Punjab prov-
ince for carrying out reli-
gious, sectarian terrorism 
besides facilitating mem-
bers of the banned outfit 
in its activities. 

The spokesperson 
added that the weapon 
recovered from his pos-
session is being inspected. 
The spokesperson said 
that the arrested terrorist 
used to brainwash and 
motivate people in 
Karachi and Punjab prov-
ince for carrying out reli-
gious, sectarian terrorism 
besides facilitating mem-
bers of the banned outfit 
in its activities.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan witnesses the first COVID-19 Vaccine being administered to a Doctor 
at Islamabad. PID PHOTO

PM Imran kicks off Pakistan’s 
Covid-19 vaccination drive

From Our Correspondent

LASBELA: At least 14 pas-
sengers died when a pas-
senger coach turned turtle 
in Balochistan’s Uthal area 
on Tuesday morning. 
Police said the passenger 
coach was coming from 
Panjgoor to Karachi when 
it turned turtle.

Police said the driver 
lost control of the passen-
ger coach because of over-
speeding and the incident 
happened. 8 passengers 
suffered injuries during 
the incident. The injured 
include women and chil-
dren, police said.

Injured shifted to hospi-
tal for medical treatment

Rescue workers were 
quick at the scene and 
shifted the injured passen-
gers to the hospital for 
medical treatment. Emerg 
ency imposed in the hospi-
tal to treat the injured of the 

road incident.The passen-
ger coach completely 
destroyed in the incident. 
Road accidents have almo 
st become the order of the 
day on the Quetta-Karachi 
highway. The highway is 
now famous as a ‘killer 
highway’ owing to increas-
ing traffic accidents.

Traffic accidents claim 
precious human lives 

Traffic accidents on the 
Quetta-Karachi route have 
claimed scores of precious 
human lives in a very short 
span of time. People have 
been demanding dualiza-
tion of the road to bring an 
end to increasing traffic 
accidents. However, the 
officials said the dualiza-
tion project of the Quetta-
Karachi highway has been 
approved. The province, 
which covers almost half of 
the country in terms of the 
area has not a single kilom-
eter motorway.

Two TikTok 
stars among 

four shot 
dead in 
Karachi

News Desk/INP NEWS

KARACHI: Four people 
including two TikTok 
stars lost their lives as 
unknown gunmen open 
ed indiscriminate fire 
upon a vehicle they were 
traveling after filming a 
TikTok video in Karachi 
on early Tuesday morn-
ing. 

The incident was rep 
orted in the city’s area of 
Garden, where two peo-
ple including a woman 
named Muskan lost their 
lives, while two injured 
Aamir and Rehan suc-
cumbed to bullet injuries 
at the hospital.

A TikTok video of the 
woman along with one of 
the injured has surfaced 
and it is believed that 
they were targetted on 
their return after filming 
the video.

Meanwhile, in CCTV 
footage, the assailants 
can be seen following the 
vehicle on a motorcycle 
and rickshaw.

While detailing the inc 
ident, SSP City Sarfaraz 
Nawaz said the incident 
was reported around 4.45 
am and the initial investi-
gation has revealed that 
the cause behind the kill-
ings was an old enmity.

He said deceased 
woman Muskan and one 
of the deceased were 
TikTok stars. Replying to 
a question, he said no eye 
witness of the incident 
has been found yet as the 
killings took place early 
in the morning.

Four shells of the 9mm 
pistols were found from 
the crime scene He said 
deceased woman Muskan 
and one of the deceased 
were TikTok stars. 
Replying to a question, he 
said no eye witness of the 
incident has been found 
yet as the killings took 
place early.

Gwadar Shipyard to 
generate revenue and 

jobs: Zobaida Jalal
Our Reporter

QUETTA: Federal 
Minister for Defense 
Production, Zobaida Jalal 
on Tuesday said the 
Gwadar Shipyard would 
generate revenue and 
create job opportunities. 
Secretary Industries Bal 
ochistan, Hafiz Abdul 
Majid, and the Deputy 
Secretary Defense Prod 
uction signed a Memor 
andum of Understanding 
(MoU) regarding the 
Gwadar Shipyard at the 
chief minister’s secretar-
iat Balochistan.
Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan, and federal minis-
ter Zobaida Jalal also 

witnessed the signing 
ceremony about Gwadar 
Shipyard.
The shipyard would 
open new vistas of devel-
opment: Zobaida Jalal
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Federal Minis 
ter said the Gwadar 
Shipyard was bigger 
than the Karachi ship-
yard. “This shipyard 
would open new vistas 
of development and jobs 
in the area”, she said.
The Minister said special 
training would be 
imparted to youth of 
Balochistan with regard 
to the repair of ships in 
Gwadar. The first prior-
ity is to provide jobs to 
locals of Gwadar, she 

said.
CM Balochistan, Jam 
Kamal Khan termed the 
project as a revolution-
ary step on the part of 
the federal government. 
He said the construction 
of the shipyard would 
create job opportunities 
for the people of the 
area.
He said the shipyard 
would not affect the 
indigenous population 
rather local people 
would be given priority 
in jobs. Jam Kamal said 
his government was try-
ing to improve the living 
standards of the people 
and for this purpose, 
various steps were being 
adopted.

Pak Afghan border: 
meeting held about 

settlement of divided 
villages

News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) vice president 
Maryam Nawaz on 
Tuesday said that all the 
political parties of Paki 
stan Democratic Move 
ment (PDM) are agreed 
on holding long march.

Talking to media per-
sons, Maryam Nawaz 
said that PML-N and 
other parties believe in 
tendering resignations 
from the assemblies. 
The final decision will 
be taken in PDM meet-
ing on February 4, she 
said.

Maryam Nawaz fur-
ther said that anything 
going against the 
Constitution will be 

unaccepted by the 
opposition parties.

Earlier, PML-N vice 
president had lashed out 
at the Prime Minister 
Imran Khan over Transp 
arency International’s 
report on corruption in 
Pakistan.

Maryam Nawaz took 
to the Twitter and said 
that Transparency Inter 
national’s latest report 
has proved that the man 
who was targeting oth-
ers over the corruption 
turned out to be the 
“corruption king” him-
self.She said that the 
Transparency Intern 
ational report was 
proof that Pakistan is 
slowly going deep into 
the corruption quag-
mire.

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Home Minister 
Balochistan, Mir Ziaullah 
Langove chaired a high-
level meeting with regard 
to the settlement of 
divided villages at the 
Pak-Afghan border in the 
aftermath of fencing.

The meeting reviewed 
arrangements with regard 
to settlement and admin-
istrative issues at the bor-
der. Agriculture Minister 
Balochistan, Zamarak 
Khan Achakzai, Additio 
nal Chief Secretary Hafiz 
Basit, Commissioner Quet 
ta Division, Asfand yar Kh 
an Kakar, and other high 
ups attended the meeting. 

The meeting also 
reviewed the process of 
fencing the border.

“Fencing of border 
launched to combat terror-
ism” Langove 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Langove said the 
federal government has 
launched fencing of the 
border to stop terrorist 

activities and infiltration of 
terrorists. He said, “this 
will help us to effectively 
combat terrorism”.

The meeting informed 
that 182km fencing out of a 
total of 213km completed at 
the border. Work is in pro-
gress on the remaining 
border complete fencing. 
“The government is seri-
ous in addressing settle-
ment issues at the border”, 
the Home Minister said.

The Board of revenue 
department directed to 
submit a report 

The meeting directed 
the board of revenue 
department to submit a 
report about the settlement 
issues and address the 
grievances of the people at 
the border.

“Grievances of the peo-
ple would be addressed on 
a priority basis”, Zamarak 
Achakzai, the Balochistan 
minister said. The meeting 
made important decisions 
with regard to the border 
located between the two 
neighboring countries.

QUETTA: Secretary Industries Balochistan, Hafiz Majid and the Deputy Secretary 
Defense Production signing MoU about Gwadar Shipyard: Photo provided by DGPR

Quetta Customs collects 
taxes above 16 billion 

rupees during 7 months
Commerce Reporter

QUETTA: The Quetta 
Customs Collectorate (Ap 
praisement) collected abo 
ve Rs. 16 billion during 
seven months on account 
of taxes and duties, a well-
placed source in the cus-
toms said. He said this is 
almost 95 percent target 
obtained by the Collec tor-
ate. Last year, the Customs 
had collected Rs. 17.50 bil-
lion rupees.

Quetta Customs also 
collected Rs. 4.3 billion 
during seven months on 
account of customs duties. 
This is around a 25 per-
cent increase as compared 
to the last year, he men-
tioned. The Federal Board 
of Revenue (FBR) had 
given a target of Rs. 3.40 

billion to the Collectorate.
“Customs passed all 

previous records in terms 
of tax collection”, he said

“Customs has surpass 
ed all previous records in 
terms of tax collection”, 
the well-placed official 
revealed. He said, “it was 
not easy to collect billions 
of rupees on account of 
taxes and duties”.

The Customs collector-
ate had held successful 
meetings with office-
bearers of the chamber of 
commerce and industries 
Balochistan and Chaman 
chamber to ensure collec-
tion of taxes. The FBR 
Islamabad and Chief Coll 
ector Customs Balochis 
tan, Gul Rehman have 
appreciated the perfor-
mance of appraisement.

Opposition parties 
agreed on holding long 

march: Maryam 
Nawaz

14 dead as a passenger 
coach turns turtle near 

Uthal Balochistan

QUETTA: Home Minister Balochistan, Mir Ziaullah 
Langove chairing a high level meeting about Pak-

Afghan border: Photo by DGPR

OTHAL: Parts of passenger Coach are seen after the 
incident which took place near Othal area of Lasbela.

Purpose of PM’s 
interaction 

with public is 
to rsolve their 

problems: Shibli
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister 
for Information and 
Broadcasting Shibli Faraz 
on Tuesday said the pur-
pose of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s interaction 
with the general public 
yesterday was to identify 
their problems and find 
the possible solution.

In a tweet  he said the 
Prime Minister has pre-
sented his vision to the nat 
ion. He said such an inter-
action provides an oppor-
tunity to the public to dir 
ectly pose their questions 
and the government.
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Shahid Javed Burki

To label political 
upheaval of early 2011 
as the “Arab Spring” 
turned out to be the 
wrong metaphor for 
the Arab world

In 2021, the youth in 
the Middle East will be 
observing the tenth 
anniversary of what 
came to be called the 
“Arab Spring of 2011”. 
That was when tens of 
thousands of young 
people gathered in 
public squares of the 
region demanding to 
play a role in the way 
they were governed. 
The immediate inspi-
ration behind the 
expression of their dis-
content was the self-
immolation of 
Muhammad Bouazizi 
who, haunted by the 
officialdom of Tunis, 
the capital of Tunisia, 
set himself on fire. 
“How do you expect 
me to make a living? 
he shouted before 
dousing himself with 
petrol in front of the 
governor’s office. His 
protest was aimed at 
official corruption. 
Local officials had 
confiscated his fruit 
cart because he did not 
have the licence to 
operate it. The real rea-
son was that he did not 
have the money they 
wanted to extort from 
him.

To label the political 
upheaval of early 2011 
as the “Arab Spring” 
turned out to be the 
wrong metaphor for 
the Arab world. Those 
who used that meta-
phor either did not 
understand the region 
or if they did they 

were being overly 
optimistic. The deep 
cold of authoritarian-
ism in the lands of the 
Arabs did not yield to 
the spring of democ-
racy, freedom and 
inclusive economic 
progress. After the 
rebellious youth were 
able to force a few 
long-serving dictators 
to leave office, there 
was only a brief 
moment of respite and 
that too in a few places. 
In some countries 
youth activism led to 
civil wars. This hap-
pened in Syria, Yemen 
and Libya. In Egypt, 
after a brief interreg-
num of democratic 
rule under the Muslim 
Brotherhood, the mili-
tary was back in 
power, putting in 
place a political order 
that was more vicious 
than the one over 
which General Hosni 
Mubarak had presided 
for several decades. 
The elite and their 
supporters in the West 
feared the Brotherhood 
since it brought Islam 
into politics. What the 
West — in particular 
the United States — 
was looking for were 
leaders and political 
systems that would 
calm these countries 
so that the citizens did 
not look at Israel as a 
coloniser of Arab terri-
tory.

The West’s reading 
was correct as a num-
ber of Arab countries 
made peace with the 
Jewish state. Israel’s 
impressive technologi-
cal advance, its man-
agement skills and its 
ability to provide its 
people with education 

and training needed to 
get associated with the 
modern world would 
be helpful for the Arab 
youth. This opening to 
Israel by the UAE, 
Bahrain, Sudan and 
Morocco is more of an 
Arab Spring than the 
one that occurred ten 
years ago. The region 
has a lot of ground to 
cover as suggested by 
some indicators and 
several analysts of 
Arab origin.

“It’s been a lost dec-
ade,” said Tarik Yousef, 
speaking of the time 
since the “Spring” of 
2011. He is the director 
of the Brookings Doha 
Center. He recalled the 
euphoria he initially 
felt when the fall of 
Libya’s Moammar 
Gaddafi in August 
2011 enabled him to 
return home for the 
first time in years. 
“Now we have the 
return of fear and 
intimidation. The 
region has experienced 
setbacks at every 
turn.”

The same sentiment 
was expressed by sev-
eral other Arab think-
ers. “Dictators have 
prevailed, mainly 
through coercion,” 
said Lina Khatib, who 
is the head of the 
Middle East and North 
Africa programme at 
L o n d o n - b a s e d 
Chatham House. 
“However, coercion 
seeds further griev-
ances that will force 
citizens to seek politi-
cal change.”

Others fear worse 
instability and vio-
lence occasioned by 
the fall in oil prices, 
decline in worker 

remittances, and the 
fallout from the coro-
navirus shutdowns. 
“We have failing states 
across the entire 
region. We have a huge 
economic challenge 
coupled with a young 
generation rising and 
asking for a role. This 
puts us on the path to 
an explosion,” said 
Bachar al-Halabi, a 
Lebanese political ana-
lyst who relocated to 
Turkey last year 
because of anonymous 
threats to his safety. 
“The region is in a 
worse state than ever 
before.”

There are a number 
of things common in 
the Arab world. A high 
rate of population 
growth means a young 
population. And poor 
economic performance 
in most of these coun-
tries means high rates 
of unemployment. The 
population of the 
region has grown by 
70 million since the 
Arab Spring of 2011 
and it is expected to 
increase by another 
120 million by 2030. 
Youth unemployment 
has noticeably wors-
ened since 2011 — 
increasing from 32.9 
percent in 2012 to 36.5 
percent in 2020, accord-
ing to International 
Labour Organization. 
Governments in the 
area have been the 
largest employers for 
years but with eco-
nomic pressures 
weighing them down, 
this outlet has also 
narrowed. In the 1970s, 
a male Egyptian grad-
uate had a 70 percent 
chance of being 
employed by the gov-

ernment. By 2016, that 
rate had fallen to 25 
percent.

The incidence of 
poverty in the Middle 
East has increased 
since 2011, making the 
region the only place 
in the world where 
people have become 
poorer in terms of both 
the total number of 
poor and their propor-
tion of the population. 
According to the World 
Bank, in 2018 the 
Middle East passed 
Latin America in terms 
of the number of peo-
ple it counted as poor. 
The gap between the 
very rich and the very 
poor also increased 
significantly.

Egypt offers a good 
example of the way the 
elite in the Arab world 
have responded to the 
danger posed by eve 
nts such as the “2011 
Spring”. The govern-
ment headed by Pres 
ident Fattah el-Sisi has 
transformed Tahrir 
Square, the site where 
the youth gathered in 
2011 to mount an effec-
tive protest against the 
government of Hosni 
Mubarak. “Tahrir Squa 
re — a throbbing tan-
gle of traffic, staging 
ground for revolutions 
and, in recent years, a 
field of broken dreams 
— has long occupied a 
special place in Egypt’s 
culture and history,” 
wrote Declan Walsh in 
his coverage of the 
tenth anniversary of 
the “Spring”. “Since it 
was carved from a 
patch of swampy land 
by the Nile more than 
150 years ago, the 
sprawling plaza has 
been both a totem and 

threat for Egypt’s rul-
ers. Tahrir was born of 
the whim of a vain glo-
rious ruler. In the mid-
19th century, the 
Ottoman viceroy, 
Khedive Ismail Pasha, 
built a network of ele-
gant boulevards, imi-
tating Paris that con-
verged on a space that 
was named, at first, 
after himself: Ismailia 
Square. After the 
British took Cairo in 
1882, Tahrir was at the 
heart of the colonial 
project, home to a large 
military barracks 
where a young officer 
named T.E. Lawrence 
— Lawrence of Arabia 
— proposed his first 
expeditions across the 
Middle East. But Tahrir 
turned against the col-
onists in 1919 when a 
countrywide revolt 
swept Egypt, hasten-
ing Britain’s exit. It was 
renamed Tahrir, or 
Liberation Square after 
the 1952 Free Officers’ 
revolution.”

President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi, the coun-
try’s new military 
leader, has also turned 
his attention to chang-
ing Tahrir — this time 
by removing the 
Egyptian capital from 
Cairo, a city of 20 mil-
lion, to a place outside 
in the desert 25 miles 
from the present capi-
tal. The cost is esti-
mated at $60 billion. 
Only time will tell 
whether the relocation 
of the capital would 
bring sustained peace.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on Facebook, 
follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all 
updates on all our 
daily pieces.

The Arab world after the ‘Spring of 2011’

Transparency and stricter accountabil-
ity in the ongoing recruitment process 
in various departments can help the 
government win public trust and 
strengthen democracy. People of 
Balochistan have heard enough about 
the provision of jobs to the jobless.
Now it is about time to translate words 
into action in terms of providing jobs to 
the jobless. The provision of 17,985 jobs 
to jobless youth of the province is the 
right step in the right direction.
Undoubtedly, Chief Minister Jam Kamal 
led government deserves appreciation 
for providing jobs. Thousands of vacan-
cies have been lying vacant in different 
departments for the last few years in the 
province. Successive governments had 
failed to fill the posts rather they always 
spent their energy on the Public Sector 
Development Program (PSDP).
Complaints about the recruitment pro-
cess are yet to be addressed 
However, complaints in the recruitment 
process in some departments are yet to 
be addressed. Candidates who had 
applied in levies force Khuzdar com-
plained about irregularities in appoint-
ments during their protest in Quetta. 
Nawabzada Gohram Bugti, an elected 
MPA from Dera Bugti also claimed, 
‘vacancies on sale‘ a few months back.
In political governments, every minister 
and adviser tries to post a blue-eyed as a 
secretary to run the department. The 
same is happening in Balochistan. 
Ministers and advisers try to post their 
blue-eyed from section officer to secre-
tary and DG to MD to get their orders 
implemented.
Some bureaucrats always get good post-
ings
It is irony of fate that some ‘yes man’ 
secretaries always get attractive depart-
ments. Whereas, the secretaries and 
officers who are known for principles 
and merit are always made OSDs. This 
is one of the dirty faces of governance in 
this part of the country. An officer who 
scored best in the Key Performance 
Indicator (KPI) that assess and evaluates 
the performance of officers were trans-
ferred in a very short span of time. 
Sources said the officer had refused to 
toe the political line and made an abor-
tive attempt to challenge some high ups.
Govt deserves appreciation for appoint-
ments of 9,000 teachers and 1,000 doc-
tors 
Indeed, the Jam Kamal government 
deserves appreciation for the appoint-
ment of over 9,000 teachers and over 
1,000 doctors to improve the two impor-
tant sectors. None dispute the process of 
appointment in the two departments.
However, candidates have repeatedly 
expressed their reservations about the 
recruitment process in the rest of the 
departments including agriculture, 
mines and minerals, industries, levies, 
PDMA, prisons, etc.
Complaint cell needs to set up at CM 
Secretariat 

Balochistan jobs: 
Need for 

transparency

Educating Pakistan
Arifa Noor

IN the old days of 
print journalism, 
some of us were 
trained to keep the 
self out of what we 
wrote. But as all rules 
are meant to be bro-
ken here and there, 
here goes.

I did my ‘O’ Levels 
from a private school 
in Lahore in the late 
1980s. Back then, only 
Aitchison College — 
a male-only preserve 
— offered ‘A’ Levels 
in the city. But by 
chance (or good luck) 
the winter I finished 
my exams, a few 
adventurous souls 
decided to open a 
co-ed place in dusty 
old Lahore to offer ‘A’ 
Levels to those on 
whom Aitchison’s 
doors were closed 
forever due to gender 
or grades.

My decision was 
made. ‘A’ Levels it 
was to be, despite 
having secured 
admission in 
Kinnaird College. 
Thanks to a support-
ive grandfather, I was 
able to but great was 
the consternation at 
my decision. In those 
days, no female worth 
her salt said no to 
Kinnaird College — it 
was finishing school 
and Radcliffe rolled 
into one. Whether one 
aimed at further edu-
cation, a job or mar-

riage, Kinnaird 
helped one reached 
one’s destination. It 
completed us the way 
Aitchison and/or 
Government College 
completed young 
men in Lahore.

One just wasn’t 
supposed to say no to 
Kinnaird. The dis-
grace and horror I 
was subjected to by 
extended family and 
friends lasted for the 
two years of ‘A’ 
Levels.

A mere 10 years 
later, most of my 
female cousins opted 
to do their ‘A’ Levels 
and then continue 
their education at 
either a private uni-
versity in the country 
or abroad. No eye-
brows were raised 
and no questions 
asked, for by then, 
public-sector colleges, 
Kinnaird included, 
were not the first 
choice.

This personal 
account is indicative 
of some of the 
changes in the educa-
tion sector in 
Pakistan. By the time 
I was of school-going 
age, the elite had 
more or less disin-
vested from the pub-
lic-sector education 
system. Private 
schools were coming 
up and the seeds of 
the biggest chains at 
present were laid 
back in the 1980s — 

probably as the 
impact of Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto’s nationalisa-
tion was becoming 
evident. But the pub-
lic-sector higher edu-
cation system was 
still accepted.

However, by the 
1990s, this too began 
to change and greener 
pastures — private 
colleges and going 
abroad — became the 
preferred choice. 
Now, for those who 
cannot afford the US 
or UK, obscure places 
or destinations such 
as Turkey or China 
are preferred. Gone 
are the days when 
ambitious parents 
would say that if their 
child didn’t get into a 
prestigious place, it 
would be better to 
save money and try 
again later. The disin-
vestment from higher 
public-sector educa-
tion is complete.

Around the time 
my cousins were 
deciding, Musharraf 
took over and consid-
erable money was 
poured into higher 
education, research 
and scholarships, and 
nationalised colleges 
were given autonomy. 
The policies had their 
critics and support-
ers. I do not know 
enough to pronounce 
judgement but the 
trend described ear-
lier did not reverse. 
Public-sector institu-

tions never regained 
their past prestige.

This is not just 
about perception. In 
the 20 or so years that 
I have spent in 
English print journal-
ism, when hiring for 
an editing position, it 
was easier to not look 
at the degree and 
institute but whether 
or not the applicants 
had done their ‘O’ and 
‘A’ levels. It’s not about 
language skills only; a 
colleague with a 
Master’s degree could 
not do percentages.

Now the PTI gov-
ernment promises to 
fix the education sys-
tem. It began by work-
ing on a uniform edu-
cation system, which 
would include 
madressahs. It has 
since come up with 
the Single National 
Curriculum.

First, we were told 
the aim was to ensure 
that every child in any 
part of the country 
would have the same 
learning objectives. 
This was followed by 
the decision to switch 
to the mother tongue 
in the early years — 
this is what experts 
(writing in English-
language papers after 
having studied from 
Western institutes) 
say is the most effec-
tive. There was out-
rage from a few — 
because these few 
may have a mother 

tongue but their chil-
dren are equally com-
fortable with English, 
which provides them 
an edge in school and 
life. (Or is it that the 
edge allows them and 
their children to be 
comfortable with 
English even before 
school begins?) Little 
was heard from those 
who go to public-sec-
tor schools because 
they are used to ran-
dom, abrupt decisions 
affecting their chil-
dren’s ‘education’. 
And little is taught to 
them, as they move 
from class to class.

There was also con-
siderable outrage over 
the curriculum for 
Islamic studies 
because of what it 
may mean for stu-
dents of a few private 
schools.

But in all this debate 
— important as it may 
be and quite above the 
understanding of a 
subeditor — few have 
asked and few have 
explained how the 
standards of educa-
tion will improve for 
the ordinary children 
who have no choice 
but to go to public-
sector schools or the 
cheaper private-sector 
schools which flourish 
because they do a lit-
tle better than what 
the state offers.

If I may venture a 
guess, the PTI govern-
ment is obsessing 

with curriculum 
because it’s easier to 
tinker with it than fix 
the education stand-
ards.

And its latest deci-
sion, in this regard, is 
to insist that only gov-
ernment approved 
textbooks be used by 
all and sundry 
(Ayesha Razzaque did 
a good article on this 
in The News recently). 
Anything extra will 
have to be approved 
by the government at 
a cost — who will do 
this and how is 
unclear.

People are upset — 
the few, who can still 
afford to get a good 
education. As a 
bureaucrat at the edu-
cation ministry 
pointed out, the 40,000 
or so sitting for ‘O’ 
and ‘A’ Levels in 
Pakistan are kicking 
up a fuss.

Eventually, they 
will find a way out 
also, as we all did 
when the standards at 
public-sector schools 
slipped and then at 
the colleges. I am sure 
of that. But for the 
rest, whatever out-
come these decisions 
may bring, no one 
seems to think it will 
bring any improve-
ment. A good public-
sector education is 
not even a dream we 
aspire to anymore.

The writer is a jour-
nalist.

Sinking Boat of development Sector in Balochistan
Amjad Rasheed 

It dates back to the 
early 1980s when Non-
governmental organi-
zations (NGOs) sur-
faced all over the 
country and started 
their work with a pro-
fessional approach. 
Prior to this, there 
were few charitable 
organizations estab-
lished by prominent 
philanthropists sup-
porting the needy and 
deserving class of the 
society.

Such organizations 
are still active and 
solely focused on char-
itable work. However, 
after the introduction 
of structural adjust-
ment policies by inter-
national funding 
agencies particularly 
the World Bank, a new 
type of NGOs 
emerged. UN agen-
cies, INGOs spent sig-
nificant amounts on 
poverty alleviation 

In Balochistan since 
1980 other develop-

ment actors like UN 
agencies INGOs and 
local civil society 
organizations spent a 
significant amount of 
funding for Poverty 
alleviation programs 
in Balochistan. 
Though the compila-
tion of exact data about 
the contribution of 
private-sector agencies 
mentioned above is 
difficult, according to 
a rough estimate there 
had been eight INGOs 
and fifteen local NGOs 
were active in the 
province and involved 
in various social sector 
development projects.

The positive image 
and role of civil soci-
ety organizations 
have-had been recog-
nized by the commu-
nities and Government 
of Balochistan. 
Gradually provincial 
Government has 
started including 
NGOs in the develop-
ment programs and 
also extending finan-
cial support as well.

Projects in educa-
tion, health completed 
by NGOs

For example, 
Balochistan Education 
Foundation, Global 
Education Program, 
primary Education 
program implemented 
through Involving 
NGOs. These initia-
tives of the provincial 
Government also 
appreciated by the 
donor community and 
they extended signifi-
cant support to these 
public-private initia-
tives of the 
Government of 
Balochistan.

Currently, there 
exist around 30 large 
and medium-sized 
local CSOs active in 
Balochistan. These 
organizations initiated 
their work with very 
meager resources, but 
now after almost 
twenty-five years, 
these organizations 
have not only been 
able to mobilize bil-
lions of Rupees, for 

improving the living 
conditions of the peo-
ple of Balochistan but 
also contributing by 
giving employment to 
almost 5000 local men 
and women for during 
the last three years.

Thousands working 
in NGOs jobless cur-
rently 

Prior to that, the 
number of staff work-
ing in this sector had 
been more than 12000. 
It is also pertinent to 
mention that around 
150 young graduates 
after gaining some 
working experience 
have been properly 
guided by these CSOs 
and been able to avail 
themselves scholar-
ships under various 
foreign-funded pro-
grams and success-
fully completed their 
studies from interna-
tional universities of 
good repute. The 
majority of them are 
currently working in 
various international 
and bilateral funding 

agencies and mobiliz-
ing resources for 
Balochistan.

Under the structural 
a d j u s t m e n t 
G o v e r n m e n t s 
throughout the devel-
oping world were 
asked to reduce the 
development budget 
and spend more on 
economic growth 
through encouraging 
the private sector and 
promotion of industri-
alization.

Unfortunately dur-
ing the last three years, 
the good work of this 
emerging sector has 
been badly affected 
due to stringent poli-
cies of the govt in 
response to the recom-
mendation of FATF. 
More than 2000 local 
and trained human 
resources by these 
NGOs have been 
relieved from their 
jobs due to lack of 
funding.

Strict policies made 
the work of NPOs 
almost impossible 

The strict policies of 
the govt have made 
working of these NPO 
almost impossible. 
Obtaining MOUs for 
each project from 
Islamabad and then 
mobilizing resources 
has become too diffi-
cult that many organi-
zations had closed 
their offices.

If the situation con-
tinues then in a year’s 
time almost 5000 more 
local human resources 
will become jobless 
and the remaining few 
organizations still 
struggling to survive 
with their good work.

Govt of Balochistan 
must devise a policy to 
support this sector 
and not only enable 
the trained workforce, 
which is over-aged, 
and also benefit from 
the experience of this 
sector.

The writer is the 
Chief of Taraqee 
Foundation. He can be 
contacted at @amjadr-
shdyahoo1 on Twitter
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SUDAN:  Mission Commander handed over Aid to governor Red sea state of Sudan during Pakistan Navy Ship NASR visit to port 
of Sudan as part of humanitarian assistance mission. INP 

KARACHI: Artists of Gobi s Paints are busy in painting on walls of Burns Road 
Food Street. INP PHOTO

Punjab livestock policy 
devised, to be presented 

before cabinet for 
approval: Buzdar

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman 
Buzdar has said that the 
first-ever livestock policy 
of the province has been 
devised and will be pre-
sented before the cabinet 
for approval to ensure 
growth and progress of 
livestock and dairy devel-
opment sector on modern 
lines.

He stated this while pre-
siding over a meeting abo 
ut livestock and dairy deve 
lopment department here 
on Tuesday. Livestock Mini 
ster Sardar Husnain Baha 
dur Dreshak, SACM Dr 
Firdous Ashiq Awan and 
others attended the meet-
ing. Secretary Livestock 

briefed the meeting about 
the departmental perfor-
mance and future goals. 

Usman Buzdar directed 
to collect authentic live-
stock data for perfect plan-
ning and disclosed that 
Punjab Veterinary Healthca 
re Commission will be 
established to monitor vet-
erinary clinics. He directed 
to revive the departmental 
helpline 9211 for livestock 
forms adding that livestock 
sector’s development will 
strengthen the whole econ-
omy. 

The chief minister also 
gave in-principle approval 
to upgrade veterinary hos-
pitals in Okara, Mianwali, 
Attock, Lahore, Sialkot, Fai 
salabad, Multan, Rajanpur 
and Rahim Yar Khan.

Monitoring Desk/INP 
NEWS

ISLAMABAD: President 
Azad Jammu & Kashmir 
(AJK) Sardar Masood Khan 
on Tuesday called upon the 
international media, civil 
society and freedom-loving 
people around the globe to 
speak more eloquently 
against the Indian govern-
ment’s illegal actions in 
Indian Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“The steps that India has 
taken in IIOJK can be termed 
as a colonization of the terri-
tory and brutalization of its 
people. India invaded 
Kashmir, bifurcated the ter-
ritory and annexed it with 
its federation without the 
consent of Kashmiris and 
this was an open war against 
them,” he asserted.

Addressing two different 
webinars on Kashmir organ-
ized by Pakistan Embassy in 
Azerbaijan and Pakistan 

Embassy in Berlin Germany 
in connection with Kashmir 
Solidarity Day, Sardar 
Masood said that the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir have 
been fighting for freedom 
for 200 years, first, against 
the Dogra regime and then 
against the successive 
regimes of the Indian state.

He said that occupied 
Kashmir is the only territory 
across the world where state 
terrorism is being perpe-
trated systematically, and 
900,000 alien troops are not 
only eliminating the 
defenseless people, but also 
destroying everything 
including homes, fields, and 
orchards etc. “This scorched 
earth policy being practiced 
by BJP-RSS regime in India”.

The AJK President pledged 
that one day we will bring 
the Indian fanatic rulers to 
justice for the crimes being 
committed against human-
ity, and will expose their 
ugly face before the world,” 

he vowed.
He said that global media, 

civil society, countries and 
the societies believing in 
human rights should sup-
port the legitimate, just and 
comprehensible demand of 
the right of freedom and 
right of self-determination 
of the Kashmiri people.

Sardar Masood Khan 
warned that if India contin-
ued to suppress the voice of 
defenceless Kashmiri peo-
ple, a war can break out 
between two big powers of 
the region, Pakistan and 
India, and this war would 
culminate in a nuclear clash 
thereby adversely affecting 
the entire world. Therefore, 
the international commu-
nity should intervene and 
play its role in resolving the 
Kashmir issue through 
peaceful political and diplo-
matic means.

“We demand India to 
withdraw its troops from 
occupied Jammu and 

Kashmir, release all political 
prisoners including Yasin 
Malik, Shabbir Ahmed Shah 
and Asiya Andrabi, cease 
human rights trampling in 
the held territory, stop 
attempts of change of 
demography of the disputed 
territory, and grant right of 
self-determination to the 
Kashmiri people in the light 
of the relevant UN resolu-
tions.

The AJK president said 
that the people of Pakistan 
and Azerbaijan are inter-
twined through the strong 
bonds of love and fraternity, 
and through the OIC’s plat-
form, Azerbaijan has always 
publicly supported 
Pakistan’s stand and the 
right of self-determination 
of the Kashmiri people.

Throwing light on the sig-
nificance of the day of 
February 5, he said that this 
day marks solidarity of the 
whole international commu-
nity with the people of 

Jammu and Kashmir.
The webinar was also 

addressed among others by 
Pakistan Ambassador to 
Azerbaijan Bilalji, 
Azerbaijan MP Ganira 
Alasgar qizi Pashayeva, 
human rights activist Malik 
Nadeem Abid, and Mashal 
Hussain Malik.

Addressing webinar 
organized by Pakistan 
Embassy in Berlin, Sardar 
Masood Khan Kashmir 
Solidarity Day to express 
solidarity with the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir by hun-
dreds of cities across the 
world has become global 
phenomena.

“This demonstrates that 
the people of Kashmir are 
not isolated and the world 
supports their right to self-
determination. I pay tribute 
to the diplomatic corps of 
Pakistan, the diaspora com-
munity and the interna-
tional civil societies for 
expressing this support for 

Int’l media needs to speak more 
eloquently for oppressed 

Kashmiris: Sardar Masood

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Prof Dr Ayaz Afsar on Monday assumed 
his duties as Vice President Academics at the 
International Islamic University, Islamabad (IIUI).

Earlier, Prof Afsar was serving as Dean of the 
Faculty of Languages and Literature.  He has also 
served as Chairman Department of English for three 
years. He also is the founder and Editor of Journal of 
Contemporary Poetics of the Department of English.

Prof Afsar did his M.Phil in Applied Linguistics 
(2000) and PhD in English Literature (2004) from the 
University of Manchester in the UK. He did post-doc 
from the University of Manchester (2012) and another 
post-doc from the University of Birmingham in the 
UK (2014). He has also taught in those universities 
during his stay in the UK. He did his BA (Hons) and 
MA English from the University of Karachi.

He is internationally recognized for interdiscipli-
nary research in Biblical and Quranic literary narra-
tive discourse. He has written widely in interdiscipli-
nary areas combining classics, theory, cultural iden-
tity, language, linguistics, stylistics and narrative 
studies. He has got a long series of journal articles to 
his credit published in peer-reviewed journals inter-
nationally. He has also presented his readings in 
Manchester (UK), Birmingham (UK), Hong Kong 
(China), North Carolina (USA) and numerous other 
international fora. He has also authored two books.

 He has had several overseas fellowships and edito-
rial positions.

Prof Dr Ayaz Afsar 
assumes charge as VP 

Academics at IIUI

China’s online desert locust 
monitoring protects 

Pakistani agriculture: Report
News Desk

BEIJING: China’s sup-
ported Desert Locust 
Monitoring Archive 
protects Pakistani agr 
iculture, says a report 
published by Gwadar 
Pro on Monday.

In order to protect 
Pakistani agriculture 
from desert locust, as 
of January 2021, 15 
desert locust disaster 
monitoring reports 
have been issued. 

The report says, all 
of them were uploaded 
to Global Biodiversity 
Information Facility 
(GBIF) this week.

In order to provide 
real-time information 
on the locust situation, 
the data in the system 
is continuously updat 
ed. Meanwhile, ana-
lytical reports are also 
being produced and 

released regularly. The 
monitoring arc hive, 
integrated with multi-
source Earth Obser 
vation data, self- devel-
oped models and algo-
rithms, is launched by 
RSCROP, supported by 
Institute of Remote 
Sensing and Digital 
Earth of Chinese 
Academy of 
Sciences(CAS). 

Publishing the 
reports on GBIF means 
that valuable data is 
accessible to each 
Pakistani for free.

The archive focuses 
on the situation of 
desert locusts in Pakist 
an, meanwhile also  
mentions cases in 
other countries such as 
Kenya, Ethiopia, Yem 
en and so on. RSCROP 
said that the archive 
will provide technical 
support for multina-

tional joint prevention 
and control of locust. 

“Through protect-
ing ecosystem security 
and biodiversity, we’d 
love to contribute 
China’s scientific and 
technological strength 
to Pakistani food secu-
rity and human well-
being. 

The online archive, 
believed as an effec-
tive means for dealing 
with locust disasters, 
will protect Pakistan’s 
agricultural develop-
ment. RSCROP con-
firmed that they will 
continue to follow the 
progress, constantly 
work on Pakistani des 
ert locust prevention, 
and release related ser-
vice data and scientific 
reports.The system has 
been used by govern-
ment organs, interna-
tional organizations.

IPH to impart one month 
training to doctors selected 

for administrative posts
News Desk

LAHORE: The Institute of 
Public Health (IPH) will 
conduct one month train-
ing to the doctors (grade 17 
to 20) shortlisted by the 
Specialized Healthcare 
and Medical Education 
(SH&ME) and Primary & 
Secondary Health Dept for 
the posting on administra-
tive posts of the hospitals 
as well as other health cen-
tres for better management 
and efficient working of 
these institutions. 

These doctors would be 
trained in financial mat-
ters, service roles, audit 
related matters, purchase, 
PEEDA Act2006, PEPRA 
Rules etc. For this purpose, 
an evaluation test of the 
selected candidate doctors 
held at the IPH for assess-
ment of their knowledge 
and abilities in such mat-

ters. Dean IPH, Prof. Dr. 
Zarfishan Tahir visited 
test centres setup in the 
institute. She told that sit-
tings arrangements have 
made in four different 
halls keeping in view the 
COVID 19 SoPs. Social dis-
tancing and face masks 
were ensured for the 
safety of everyone. 

Dr. Zarfishan informed 
that Provincial Health 
Development Centre (PH 
DC) is also on board in this 
training. Dean IPH further 
said that on the direction 
of Punjab Minist er Health 
Dr. Yasmeen Rashid, Secre 
aries of both the health 
departments have taken a 
brilliant step of training of 
doctors who will be 
assigned administrative 
responsibilities in the 
health institutions. 

She said that this initia-
tive will go a long way for 

CM seeks re-
port from DG 

PHA about 
placing statue 

in Gushan Iqbal 
Park

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman 
Buzdar has sought a report 
from Director General 
(DG) Parks and Hortic ultu 
re Authority (PHA) about 
an incident of placing a stat 
ue in Gulshan Iqbal Park. 

While directing to hold 
an investigation, the chief 
minister directed that 
responsible persons be 
identified through an 
inquiry and action be initi-
ated. This is the result of 
the negligence of the con-
cerned officials and 
departmental action will 
be initiated against those 
showing negligence, he 
said. Meanwhile, the statue 
has been removed on the 
direction of the CM Usman 
Buzdar.

Chinese enterprises to 
support Pakistan, 

optimizing its textile 
potential

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Optimistic about the huge advantages of 
Pakistan’s textile industry, Challenge Fashion (Pvt) Ltd. 
has bought 80 acres of land in Lahore and is currently 
applying for the qualification of the Special Economic 
Zone, to fully enjoy the policy support of the local gov-
ernment and the preferential dividend of cross-regional 
market tax rates.

According to Gwadar Pro, the company plans to invest 
USD 150 million in three phases to build a 100-ton fabric 
production park, which will start construction in mid-
2021. 25 tons of fabric and garment equipment will be 
put into production in the second half of 2022, with 6,000 
workers to be employed and projected annual sales of 
USD 80 million.

Karen Chen, CEO of Challenge Fashion, told Gwadar 
Pro that the establishment of a supply chain cluster will 
help improve Pakistan’s labor structure and manage-
ment. “We hope to demonstrate China’s industrial park 
standards to our Pakistani counterparts by creating a 
Chinese-regulated industrial park project.  

We can enable Chinese enterprises interested in over-
seas layout to see Pakistan’s investment potential, and 
also provide project landing sites for SMEs so that they 
can fully enjoy the preferential investment policies pro-
vided by the Pakistani government. “

Through the early experimental operation of Challenge 
Apparels, the company gains a deeper understanding of 
the business environment in Pakistan, which provides a 
practical basis for additional investment decisions. 
“Pakistan has significant labor advantage to ensure the 
sufficient labor supply. Most of the existing textile enter-
prises have relatively outdated equipment, backward 
management and products of low efficiency and low 
added value. Therefore, Chinese-funded enterprises have 
great development potential in technology and manage-
ment after investing in Pakistan.”

Karen said that “the tariff-free treatment of textiles 
exported to the EU, together with China’s Free Trade 
Agreement, can guarantee the price edge of Pakistani 
products. Pakistani fabrics exported to Africa or Jordan 
can enter North America without tariffs, and the route is 
much shorter than from East Asia.”

Nevertheless, Pakistan’s textile industry still boasts 
great potential for optimization and upgrading. “The big-
gest obstacle to industrial investment in Pakistan lies in 
the location of the project, which is also one of the main 
reasons why the country is unable to develop industry on 
a large scale. There has been no mature industrial park 
system so far. The industrial parks are located in remote 
areas, which are not suitable for labor-intensive enterprises 
to carry out business,” Karen further mentioned.

As Pakistan’s pillar industry, the textile industry has 
helped the country survive the difficult time of 2020 and is 
still regarded as an important force for strengthening the 
national economy during the ongoing global pandemic. It 
has made great contributions to promoting exports, 
increasing foreign exchange earnings and stabilizing the 
national economy. Karen said that Challenge Fashion 
will continue its efforts to promote Pakistan’s textile 
exports.

Core values of social work 
include compassionate 

service to others: Ijaz Alam
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Human Rights and 
Minorities Affairs (HR&MA), Ijaz Alam Augustine has 
said that core values of social work include compassion-
ate service to others.

He was addressing after inaugurating 2-day 1st 
International Social Work Conference at Punjab 
University Lahore on Tuesday. Topic of conference was: 
“Contemporary social work education and practices: 
challenges and prospects.”

Vice Chancellor University of the Punjab, Chairperson 
Department of Social Work Prof. Dr. Syeda Mahnaz 
Hassan, international social work Professors, national 
speakers, presenters and conference participants were 
also part of the conference.

Ijaz Alam said we all know that the core values of 
social work include compassionate service to others, fos-
tering dignity for all individuals, social justice and pro-
moting stronger human relationships. These core values 
alone show the importance of social work today as the 
values social workers promote impact individuals, com-
munities and the society, he added.

VC Dr Niaz Akhtar welcomed all the participants and 
in his address said that the Department of Social Work at 
University of the Punjab is the only one of its kind in 
Pakistan in the field of Social Work, which in turn is a 
part of the educational system. As it strives to have 
national cadres’ graduates and specialized practitioners 
called “Social Work Practitioners”, who are able to prac-
tice the profession in a highly skilled and professional 
manner to meet needs of development programs in all 
areas of Social Work within the community. He also 
desired that social work education should promote as 
other like engineering etc and registered like doctors.  

The provincial minister said that the concept of social 
work at individual, group and community level is not 
new and has continuously been a significant focus on the 
development of social work practice. Today’s social 
workers go beyond helping people with the basic needs 
of life and into actively addressing the underlying issues 
that prevent social change and cohesion. 
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RISALPUR:  Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa awarding  Chief of the Air Staff 
trophy for best performance in flying training to aviation cadet Qayyum at the Graduation Ceremony of held 

at PAF Academy Asghar Khan in Risalpur on Tuesday. INP PHOTO

News Desk

KARACHI: Sindh has asked the federal energy minis-
try for addition of its recommendations in the 
National Electric Policy 2021.
Sindh’s Energy Minister Imtiaz Shaikh in a letter to 
Federal Energy Minister Omar Ayub has said that the 
recommendations submitted by Sindh, have been 
ignored in the draft of the National Electric Policy, 
“How could a policy becomes national while Sindh’s 
proposals have been ignored,” the minister ques-
tioned.
Provincial minister called for a joint session of the 
energy ministers for preparation of a unanimous 
draft of the national electric policy.
He also demanded that the Sindh Transmission and 
Dispatch Company (STDC) should be given a role as a 
partner of the National Transmission and Dispatch 
Company (NTDC).
“Power load shedding should be taken as a chal-
lenge,” he said. In hydro-power projects, priority 
should be given to the water supply, he said.

KP to hold 
local bodies 
election in 
September

News Desk

PESHAWAR: Advisor to 
the KP Chief Minister on 
Information and Higher 
Education Kamran 
Bangash announced on 
Tuesday that local bodies 
election will be held in the 
province in September.

Speaking to the media 
after a meeting of the pro-
vincial cabinet, he said 
local bodies polls could 
not be held last year due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
adding the government is 
in contact with the 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) in this 
regard.

Bangash maintained 
that holding local govern-
ment election is part of the 
PTI government’s agenda. 
He said “record” uplift 
schemes were undertaken 
in KP during the previous 
local governments’ tenure.

HYDERABAD: Gypsy ladies on her way back, carries water pot on her head after fetching 
clean drinking water. INP PHOTO

Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

HYDERABAD/ DADU, Feb 02 
(INP): Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Vice President and 
the leader of opposition in 
Sindh Assembly, Haleem Adil 
Sheikh has said that like other 
departments of Sindh govern-
ment, provincial education 
department is also marred 
with corruption and many 
government schools in vil-
lages are being used as cattle 
pens.

Talking to media during a 
surprise visit to the Girls High 
School Gharibabad Dadu on 
Tuesday, flanked by PTI lead-
ers Rajab Shahani, Ghulam 
Haider Siyal, Amir Abro and 
others, he said despite the gov-
ernment announcement to 
open schools, students have 
not reached to schools, but 
buffaloes are still present in 
this school here as the school 
building is being used as buf-
faloes pen. He said this school 
building built with the cost of 
hundreds of thousands of 
rupees has become a cattle pen 
due to sheer negligence.

Haleem Adil said that a few 

months ago he had pointed 
out that this school building 
was used to tether buffaloes 
and the officials had got it 
vacated from animals, but 
now again it is being used as 
cattle pen. He said due to inef-
ficiency of provincial educa-
tion minister this crucial sec-
tor of education is at the brink 
of collapse. He said in Sindh 
there is a law of compulsory 
education, but about 6 million 
children are still out of schools. 
He said in 70 percent govern-
ment schools there are not 
even basic facilities present.

Talking to Media in 
Hyderabad, the PTI leader said 
due to corruption of the chief 
minister and his team, Sindh 
is suffering huge losses. He 
said today we visited this 
school to see if students are 
back to school, but instead of 
students we have found buffa-
loes here. He said today we are 
vacating, symbolically, this 
school from animals, but we 
will ensure that the govern-
ment schools buildings are not 
used as cattle pens. He said 
Saeed Ghani should be given 
an award that now buffaloes 

are coming to government 
schools to get education. He 
said the head of the inept team 
Bilawal Zardari himself is 
inept. 

Haleem Adil said the PPP 
spokesmen are now free from 
the PDM and they should give 
some focus to this issue and 
get resolved the basic prob-
lems of Sindh. He said the cor-
rupt elements in government 
must be made accountable. He 
said in Khairpur police 
detained a bride and bride-
groom. The bridegroom died 
due to police torture as his 
family was not able to give 
police a bribe of Rs2 Lac. He 
said the Sindh government 
has made the province a police 
state. He said corrupt officers 
are again being given postings 
and promotions. He said now 
time is ripe that the people of 
Sindh should themselves 
decide their fate.

The opposition leader in 
Sindh Assembly said that we 
have asked Prime Minister 
Imran Khan to give relief to 
the people of Sindh. He said 
Sindh government during last 
13 years has spent 

Rs7088billion. He said only 
Rs1600billion were spent on 
development works while 
Rs1200billion went to the 
pockets of corruption mafia 
and this has already been 
mentioned in the report of the 
auditor general. He said had 
this money spent on public 
welfare, Sindh today would be 
a developed province. 

He said in Sindh there are 
no basic facilities like educa-
tion and health, and even 
ambulance service is not being 
provided to people. He said 
the government side is getting 
passed laws from Sindh assem 
bly to benefit corrupt people. 
He said a separate law was got 
passed to given promotion of 
Aijaz Shah. He said they pro-
moted their front men includ-
ing Bachal Rahopoto. He said 
under the E&D Rule corrup-
tion mafia would be wiped out 
from Sindh. He said the chief 
minister of Sindh is about to 
go, but the officers of Sindh are 
to stay here and they should 
not indulge them in corrup-
tion. Haleem Adil said that the 
chief minister has written to 
post grade-15 officers.

Many govt schools in 
Sindh being used as cattle 

pens: Haleem Adil

Petitioner 
wants SHC 

to annul 
CSS 2019 

exam
News Desk

KARACHI: The Sindh 
High Court (SHC) on Tue 
sday directed the Federal 
Public Service Commi 
ssion (FPSC) chairperson 
to submit reply on a peti-
tion seeking to annul 
Central Superior Services 
(CSS) 2019 exam.

A two-judge bench, 
headed by Justice Muha 
mmad Ali Mazhar, ques-
tioned why the exam was 
not held afresh if a paper 
got leaked? He directed 
the FPSC chairperson to 
furnish his reply by next 
hearing.

The petitioner’s coun-
sel stated before the court 
that CSS 2019 exam was 
not held in a transparent 
manner as it was marred 
by accusations of irregu-
larities, including leaking 
of papers.

He said an FIR of the 
paper leak was also 
lodged and the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FI 
A) confirmed during its 
investigation that a paper 
was leaked. He added 
FPSC officials were also 
arrested on charges.

Transporters reject POL 
price hike, block 

Motorway interchange

PML-N dissidents 
demand Nawaz Sharif to 

quit party leadership
INP NEWS

LAHORE: The dissi-
dents of Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) has slammed 
the central leaders for 
levelling baseless alle-
gations against the 
national institutions 
and demanded Nawaz 
Sharif to quit party 
leadership.

The PML-N dissi-
dents conducted a 
press conference in Lah 
ore today and censured 
the narrative of the top 
leadership to target the 
national institutions.

While talking to 
journalists, the estran 
ged PML-N Member of 
Provincial Assembly 
(MPA) in Punjab Jalilur 
Rehman Sharaqpuri 
questioned Maryam 
Nawaz about the ann 
ouncements for resign-
ing from the assem-
blies.

He said that the 
nation has not sup-
ported the narrative of 
PML-N and the central 
leadership is causing 
damage to the coun-
try’s image and its 
nationals. If they are 
willing to tender resig-
nations, then they 

should do it to prove 
themselves, he said. 
Sharaqpuri criticised 
that they were talking 
about tendering resig-
nations and participa-
tion in Senate elections 
at once.

He said that it seems 
that Maryam Nawaz 
and Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman are now tired 
of their anti-govern-
ment campaign. Shara 
qpuri asked Nawaz 
Sharif to face cases in 
the courts to prove his 
claims true before the 
nation.

Sharaqpuri said that 
Imran Khan and 
Usman Buzdar have 
the majority of votes 
and if they failed to 
control inflation, they 
would be held account-
able in the next elec-
tion. He asked PML-N 
leadership to give resp 
ect to the power of the 
vote. He added that the 
five lawmakers are 
ready to tender resignat 
ions and Maryam 
Nawaz and other law-
makers should materi-
alise the promise to 
submit their resigna-
tions as well. Another 
dissident, Ashraf 
Ansari said that he has 

tried the best to fulfill 
his responsibility as a 
public representative in 
the assembly. Ansari 
said that the lawmak-
ers had held meetings 
with Punjab Chief Mini 
ster Usman Buzdar and 
raised the issues of 
their respective con-
stituencies which were 
resolved by him.

He said that the 
party leadership had 
issued show-cause not 
ices to the lawmakers 
for meeting with the 
chief minister. Ansari 
said that PML-N lead-
ers showed dual-
standard as the party 
leadership is stopping 
them to hold meetings 
on the other hand, it is 
holding talks with the 
government by calling 
it their constitutional 
right.

He said that they are 
public representatives 
and they will hold 
more meetings with 
Punjab CM. A specific 
lobby has seized the 
political party. Ashraf 
Ansari said that 
Nawaz Sharif is ineli-
gible for leading the 
political party and he 
should leave the party 
leader.

Daniel Pearl case: SC 
orders removal of Omer 
Shaikh from death cell

News Desk

ISLAMABAD:  Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) on 
Tuesday ordered to remove main accused Ahmed 
Omer Saeed Shaikh from the death cell of the jail and 
be brought to a common barrack of jail for two days 
and after it they should be kept at a government rest 
house.

The Supreme Court rejected a review petition seek-
ing suspension of the Sindh High Court’s acquittal 
verdict in Daniel Pearl murder case.

A bench of the apex court headed by Justice Umar 
Ata Bandial while dismissing the petition ordered 
immediate removal of main accused Ahmed Omer 
Saeed Shaikh and others from the death cell of the jail.

All detainees in the case should be brought to a gen-
eral barrack of jail for two days and after it they 
should be kept at a government rest house, court said 
in its order.

The family members will be allowed to remain with 
the detainees from 8:00 in the morning till 5:00 PM, 
the court ruled.

The bench also approved a plea of the Attorney 
General seeking time to challenge the Sindh High 
Court decision by the federal government.

Umar Shaikh and other detainees will not be 
allowed to use mobile phone or internet during deten-
tion, the court said.

The accused should be provided residence for stay 
in Karachi with family, the court ruled.

Earlier, the Advocate General Sindh sought a 
restraining order in the case for one week.

“What is the basis for a stay order, it will be wrong 
to declare a person terrorist without any evidence,” 
Justice Bandial remarked.

During the hearing, Attorney General told the court 
that Ahmed Omer Shaikh is not a common criminal 
but is a mastermind of terrorists.

On this, Justice Umar Ata Bandial sought proof of 
the allegation while Justice Sajjad Ali Shah asked that 
what action was taken from past 18 years on these ter-
rorism charges.

Earlier, Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP) on last 
Thursday ordered to release accused in case of mur-
der of journalist Daniel Pearl.

Supreme Court bench headed by Justice Mushir 
Alam dismissed the petition of the Sindh government 
against Sindh High Court (SHC) decision to overturn 
the conviction of accused.

Sindh High Court had commuted the death sen-
tence of prime suspect Ahmed Omer Sheikh to seven 
years in prison in abduction and murder case of 
Daniel Pearl – an American journalist.

Justice KK Agha and Justice Zulfiqar Ali Sangi 
issued verdict on appeals, lodged by the suspects 
against their sentences, after 18 years and acquitted 
the other three accused in the case who had been 
handed over life terms earlier.

Sindh seeks addition of its 
proposals in National 
Electric Policy draft

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Transporters’ 
group Mini Mazda Asso 
ciation while rejecting the 
hike in prices of petro-
leum products staged a sit-
in protest at Babu Sabu 
Interchange of Motorway 
in Lahore on Tuesday.

The road from Chowk 
Yatim Khana to Babu Sabu 
interchange has been 
closed as a large number 
of protesters belonging to 
mini-Mazda association 
and other transponders 
reached the protest site.

The protesters alleged 
that the government, cus-
toms, police, and trans-
port department have 
failed to resolve the issues 
of transports. The Mini 

Mazda Association mem-
bers demanded the with-
drawal of the increase in 
prices of petroleum, clo-
sure of toll plazas and 
alleged unfair challans by 
the traffic police.  The 
worst traffic jam has been 
reported from the protest 
site.  SP Traffic City 
Division, DSP Shahdara, 
DSP Saddar and DSP 
Ichhra were present on the 
protest spot.  A heavy con-
tingent of traffic wardens 
has also been deployed to 
ensure alternative routes 
for smooth traffic flow. 
Chief Traffic Officer CTO 
Syed Hammad Abi said 
traffic has been diverted 
from Thokar and 
Islamabad Motorways to 
Saggian Interchange.

Sindh 
prepares 
‘strategy, 
model 

paper’ for 
matric, inter 

exams
News Desk

KARACHI: The Sindh 
Education Department 
has finalised the strategy 
and a model paper for 
conducting examinations 
of matriculation and 
intermediate students.

The Sindh government 
has reduced the duration 
of examinations for 
matriculation (9th and 
10th classes) and interme-
diate (11th and 12th 
classes). According to the 
announcement, the dura-
tion of matric and inter 
exams will be two hours.

Under the new pattern, 
the written exam ques-
tion papers will have 
three sections including 
objective, short and long 
answers.

The students will be 
given 30 minutes for the 
objective section, 
whereas, 1.5 hours will be 
given for writing short 
and detailed answers.

Kashmala Tariq’s son land 
cruiser crushed to death 

four persons in Islamabad
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: At least 
four friends were crushed 
to death by a speeding 
Land Cruiser owned by 
the husband of Federal 
Ombudsperson for Protec 
tion against Harassment 
of Women at Workplace 
Kashmala Tariq at the 
Srinagar Highway in 
Islamabad on late 
Monday night, 

Kashmala Tariq’s son, 
Azlan Khan, has been 
named in the FIR.

According to the police, 
the Land Cruiser was 
being driven by Azlan 
when the accident took 
place at Sector G11 signal. 
Kashmala Tariq and her 
husband Waqas Khan 
were inside the vehicle 
when the accident occur 
red.  Police, however, 
have not yet arrested 
Kashmala’s son Azlan. 

The out-of-control 
Land Cruiser, WX-077, 
first hit a Mehran car and 
then a motorcycle. Four 
riders of the car got seri-
ously injured and later 
succumbed to their 
wounds in the hospital. 
All the dead belonged to 
Mansehra. Two other inju 
red were under treatment 
at the hospital.  One of the 

victims came to Islam 
abad from Mans ehra for 
taking the ANF test. 

Superintendent Police 
(SP) Sarfraz Virk told 
media that the owner of 
Best Western Hotel, Waq 
as, was also present in the 
car along with his wife 
Kashmala Tariq’s son 
Azlan Khan that hit the 
people on the highway. 

He said that Waqas 
received wounds on his 
face following the accident 
and reportedly went to a 
hospital. He added that a 
search is underway to 
arrest him for investiga-
tion, whereas, the sus-
pected vehicle was alrea 
dy taken into custody.

Rescue sources said that 
the deceased were identi-
fied as Anis, Amir Shakeel, 
Farooq and Haider Ali. 
Traffic Police told media 
that CCTV footages were 
being collected to ascer-
tain the details about the 
vehicle. An eyewitness 
said that a young man was 
driving the speeding vehi-
cle.  The dead and injured 
were shifted to Pakistan 
Instit ute of Medical 
Sciences (PIMS) Hospital. 
There are reports that hus-
band and son of Kashmala 
Tariq managed to escape 
from the scene.

Vaccinating every 
Pakistani against Corona 
top priority of govt: Ch. 

Sarwar
News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Governor Chaudhry Mohammad 
Sarwar has said that vaccination of every Pakistani 
against coronavirus is the first priority of the govern-
ment. He said provision COVID 19 vaccine to Pakistan 
is a testament of Pak-China perennial friendship. 

This was stated by him while addressing the 
launching ceremony of a book on Telemedicine at 
King Edward Medical University on Tuesday. Vice-
Chancellor KEMU Prof. Dr. Khalid Masood Gondal, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor Prof Asad Aslam Khan, Chairman 
HEC Punjab Dr Fazal Ahmad Khalid, Registrar KEMU 
Dr Riasat Ali, Incharge Telemedicine Department Prof 
Dr Bilquees Shabir, Dean Public Health and Preventive 
Medicine and Editor Telemedicine book Prof Dr Saira 
Afzal were present on this occasion. 

Chaudhry Sarwar further said that Insaf Health 
Card is a gift of PTI government under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Imran Khan to the people. The gov-
ernment distributed more than Rs 180 billion to deserv-
ing families purely on merit under the Ehsas Program 
in the most difficult economic conditions.

He said that COVID 19 pandemic has shaken the 
foundations of even the most economically developed 
countries. There is still an economic crisis in many 
countries, including the United States and the United 
Kingdom, but the Pakistani government, led by Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, not only contained pandemic in 
limited resources but also saved Pakistan from eco-
nomic bankruptcy. 

Talking about telemedicine centers, Governor Punjab 
said that the telemedicine helpline initiative has been 
very successful during the Corona Crisis as millions of 
Pakistanis sought medical guidance from doctors from 
home, adding he said that King Edward Medical 
College’s Telemedicine Center is the best in terms of 
quality. In this regard, the services of Prof. Khalid 
Masood are praise worthy. Lauding the role of doctors 
and paramedics, Chaudhry Sarwar said that the 
whole nation salutes those doctors, nurses and para-
medics who have fought on the frontline in the war 
against COVID 19 pandemic, and the services.

QUETTA: China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
Chairman Authority Lt General (R) Asim Saleem Bajwa  

meet with CM Balochistan Jam Kamal QV PHOTO


