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Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
does not consider itself 
bound by any of the 
obligations of the Treaty 
on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons and 
the agreement does not 
constitute a part of con-
ventional international 
law, the Foreign Office 
said on Friday.
The nuclear weapons 
ban treaty had taken 
effect last Friday, but the 
milestone was marred 
by the lack of signatures 
from the world’s major 
nuclear powers. Despite 
the missing partici-
pants, the occasion was 
marked by praise from 
the United Nations and 
even Pope Francis.
In a statement, the FO 
said the treaty, which 
was adopted in July 
2017, was negotiated 
“outside the established 

UN disarmament nego-
tiating forums”.
“None of the nuclear-
armed states, including 
Pakistan, took part in 
the negotiations of the 
treaty which failed to 
take on board the legiti-
mate interests of all the 
stakeholders,” the press 
release said, adding that 
many non-nuclear states 
had also refrained from 
becoming parties to the 
pact.
The FO noted that the 
United Nations General 
Assembly, at its first spe-
cial session devoted to 
nuclear disarmament in 
1978, had agreed by con-
sensus that in the adop-
tion of disarmament 
measures, “the right of 
each state to security 
should be kept in mind, 
and at each stage of the 
disarmament process 
the objective would be 
undiminished security 

for all states at the low-
est possible level of 
armaments and military 
forces”.
“Pakistan believes that 
this cardinal objective 
can only be achieved as 
a cooperative and uni-
versally agreed under-
taking, through a con-

sensus-based process 
involving all the rele-
vant stakeholders, 
which results in equal 
and undiminished secu-
rity for all states,” the 
statement emphasised.
The treaty seeks to pro-
hibit the use, develop-
ment, production, test-

ing, stationing, stockpil-
ing and threat of nuclear 
weapons.
It is indispensable for 
any initiative on nuclear 
disarmament to take 
into account the “vital 
security considerations” 
of every state, the FO 
said.

Monitoring Desk

The newly appointed US 
Secretary of State, Antony 
Blinken has said his 
country was ready to 
prosecute Omar Sheikh, a 
key accused in the mur-
der of American journal-
ist Daniel Pearl. The 
Supreme Court of Pakis 
tan ordered the release of 
the Omar Sheikh on 
Thursday and dismissed 
the application of the 
Sindh government chal-
lenging SHC judgement.

Sheikh is accused of 
beheading the American 
journalist Daniel Pearl in 
Karachi.

A three-judge Supreme 

Court bench acquitted 
Sheikh by extending the 
benefit of the doubt to 
him and ordered his 
release. The Supreme 
Court issued the verdict 
on a petition filed by the 
Sindh government and 
Pearl’s parents against a 
Sindh High Court (SHC) 
order for Sheikh’s acquit-
tal and immediate release.

Blinken, in a statement 
issued by his office late on 
Thursday evening, said 
he was “deeply concerned 
by the Pakistani Supreme 
Court’s decision to acquit 
those involved in Daniel 
Pearl’s kidnapping and 
murder and any pro-
posed action to release 
them”.

“We are also prepared 
to prosecute Sheikh in the 
United States for his hor-
rific crimes against an 
American citizen,” the 
statement read further.

“We are committed to 
securing justice for 
Daniel Pearl’s family and 
holding terrorists 

Pakistan, 
Qatar agree 
to enhance 

defence, 
security 

cooperation
News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Chief of 
the Army Staff (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa has paid a two-day 
official visit to Qatar, said 
a statement issued by the 
Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) on Friday.

During the visit, the 
Army Chief witnessed 
passing out parade at 
Ahmed Bin Muhammad 
Military College. He 
appreciated the high 
standards of the institu-
tion and its efforts towards 
grooming of young cadets 
to take on challenges of 
the future battlefield. 

Later, the Army Chief 
COAS called on His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim 
Bin Hamad Al-Thani, 
Emir of the State of Qatar, 
His Excellency Doctor 
Khalid Bin Muhammad 
Al-Attiya - Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Defence Affairs and 
Lieutenant General (Pilot) 
Ghanim Bin Shaheen 
Al-Ghanim - Chief of Staff 
Qatar Armed Forces.

SAHIWAL: Prime Minister Imran Khan giving way cheque to beneficiaries’ of Ehsaas program. INP

Pakistan not bound by 
treaty for prohibition of 

nuclear weapons: FO

BHC summons officials 
regarding kidnapping of 

Asad Achakzai
News Desk

QUETTA: The Balochistan 
High Court (BHC) has 
summoned officials regar 
ding the kidnapping of 
Awami National Party 
(ANP) leader Asad Khan 
Achakzai. The judge of 
the BHC Mr. Justice Abd 
ul Hameed Baloch declar 
ed the application admis-
sible and summoned the 
concerned officials about 
the incident.

Amjad Khan Achakzai, 
the brother of Asad Acha 
kzai had failed a petition 
regarding the wherea-
bouts of his brother. Sen 
ior lawyers including Nas 
eebullah Tareen advocate, 
Munir Ahmed Kakar 
advocate, Asif Reki advo-
cate and others appeared 
as counsel for Mr. Ach 
akzai before the court.

The judge declared the 
application admissible 

and summoned the con-
cerned officials.

ANP leader Asad 
Achakzai has gone miss-
ing on September 25, 2020 
when he was coming to 
Quetta from his native 
city of Chaman. The 
brother of ANP leader 
had lodged an FIR in the 
airport police station.

ANP supporters also 
staged a protest demon-
stration in Quetta to press 
the government for the 
recovery of its leader. 
Mian Iftikhar Hussain 
and former chief minister 
Khyber Pukhtoonkhwa, 
Amir Haider Khan Hoti, 
Asghar Khan Achakzai 
and others addressed the 
rally. The ANP leaders 
demanded unhurt recov-
ery of Asad Achakzai. 
The party supporters also 
chanted slogans for the 
safe recovery of Asad 
Achakzai.

US ready to prosecute 
Omar Sheikh: Antony 

Blinken
Rs12 per 

litre increase 
in petrol 

price 
proposed

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Oil 
and Gas Regulatory Auth 
ority (OGRA) on Friday 
proposed a raise of Rs12 
in per-litre price of petrol 
and Rs10 increase in the 
per-litre rate of diesel.

The Ogra has forward 
ed the summary regard-
ing new prices of the 
petroleum products to be 
effective from February 1 
to the Petroleum Division.

According to sources, 
the Ogra has prepared 
the summary on the basis 
of Rs30 per litre levy.

The sources said at the 
moment Rs21.56 levy is 
being charged on one 
litre petrol and Rs23.09 
on per litre diesel. 

The government by not 
raising the levy can bring 
down the proposed raise 
in the petroleum prices to 
the minimum level, the 
sources further said, add-
ing the government can 
also maintain the current 
prices by allowing a 
slight increase in the levy.

Balochistan Assembly fails to 
debate quality of education due 

to lack of quorum
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The Balochi 
stan Assembly failed to 
debate the declining 
quality of education due 
to the lack of quorum on 
Friday evening. The ses-
sion of the assembly 
resumed here with dep-
uty speaker Sardar Babar 
Musakhail in the chair.
The house discussed the 
issue of unannounced 
and prolonged load shed-
ding. However, when the 
Balochistan National 
Party (Mengal) legislator 
Sanaullah Baloch started 
commenting on the state 
of education in the prov-
ince, the treasury member 
Mobeen Khilji point ed 
toward lack of quorum. 
Subsequently, the chair 
adjourned the session due 
to the lack of quorum.
“Neither quality nor the 
quality of education”, 
Sanaullah Baloch
“Neither there is quality 
nor quantity when it 
comes to the education 
sector”, Mr. Baloch lamen 

ted while speaking on the 
admissibility of his reso-
lution. He tabled the reso-
lution with regard to the 
non-implementation of 
earlier resolutions by the 
government.
Sardar Yar Muhammad 
Rind, the Balochistan edu-
cation minister stood at 
his seat to answer ques-
tions and debate on the 
state of quality of educa-
tion when the chair adjo 
urned the session. Apart 
from treasury members, 
most of the opposition leg-
islators were also abse nt 
during the proceedings of 

the house. “Where are 
your members when you 
are criticizing us”, Mobeen 
Khilji told Mr. Baloch. Mr. 
Baloch however com-
plained that none was 
interested in improving 
the state of education in 
the province.
20 hours long load shed-
ding in rural Balochistan 
Asghar Tareen, a JUI (F) 
legislator earlier said that 
rural Balochistan remains 
deprived of power sup-
ply. “For more than 20 
hours, our people are fac-
ing load shedding“, Mr. 
Tareen said.

Explosion outside 
Israeli embassy in New 

Delhi

NAB Balochistan files 
reference against 7 
accused in a land 

allotment case

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The Natio 
nal Accountability Bur 
au (NAB) filed a refer-
ence against 7 accused 
in a land allotment 
case in Balochistan’s 
Sibi district on Friday. 
All accused had acqu 
ired official land ille-
gally, the Spokesman 
NAb said in a statement 
released to the press.

The accused had 
inflicted a financial loss 
of Rs. 117.9 million to 
the national exchequer. 
During investigation 
carried out by the NAB 
Balochistan team into 
the land revenue scam, 
it was revealed that 
Mohammad Aslam 

Gishgori, Ex councilor 
Sibi district in the year 
2010 applied for issu-
ance of verification cer-
tificate of government 
land illegally occupied 
by his father namely 
Dili Jan Gishgori in 
1982 through Revenue 
aut horities Sibi’s illegal 
order. TMO also mis-
used his authority

Subsequently, the 
Tehsil Municipal Offic 
er Sibi, Azad Khan 
Khajak by

misusing authority 
illegally issued the cer-
tificate. The said certifi-
cate was later used by 
Mohammad Aslam Gis 
hkori for entering tran 
sfer in Revenue record 
in connivance with offi-
cials of the settlement 
staff. On the request of 
Mr. Aslam, accused Ab 
dul Haq, Patwari Settle 
ment Sibi, misused his 
autho rity, and trans-
ferred 19 acres of muni 
cipal com mittee Sibi’s 
expensive land.

News desk

QUETTA: A blast outside 
the Israeli embassy in 
New Delhi on Friday 
damaged cars but did not 
cause injuries, police said.

The district around the 
embassy was sealed off 
after the explosion and 
police and bomb disposal 
experts took over the 
scene.

A police statement 
described it as a “very low 
intensity improvised 
device” that blew out the 
windows on three nearby 
cars.

“Initial impressions 
suggest a mischievous 

attempt to create a sensa-
tion,” the statement 
added.

In February 2012, a 
bomb attack on an Israeli 
diplomatic car in Delhi 
injured four people.

The latest incident took 
place close to where 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and other govern-
ment and military leaders 
were attending an army 
parade.

The Indian capital is 
also on a security alert 
because of farmers’ pro-
tests against government 
agriculture reforms that 
deteriorated into serious 
unrest this week.

Fawad Ch terms 
2.5 years of 

scam-less govt a 
huge success

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Science and 
Technology Fawad Chaud 
hry on Friday termed two 
and half years of scam-
less government a huge 
success and gave its credit 
to Prime Minister Imran 
Khan.

Fawad Chaudhry took 
to Twitter and said the 
present cabinet is consid-
ered the cleanest of Pakis 
tan’s history. He urged 
the judicial and adminis-
trative institutions to fol-
low the cabinet and make 
Pakistan corruption free.

NEWS DELHI: Police officials examine the site of an 
explosion near the Israeli Embassy in New Delhi, India. 

Social media photo

News Desk

QUETTA: Balochistan government 
has provided 17,985  jobs to youth 
in various departments in the last 
2.5 years. Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan took 
to social media network Twitter 
and revealed the number of 
appointments.
The provincial government has 
provided over 12,000 jobs from 
grade-1 to 15 in various depart-
ments, he mentioned. Rest of the 
jobs recommended through the 
Balo chistan Public Service 
Commission (BPSC) from grade 16 

and above.
The Chief Minister had earlier 
asked the people on Twitter about 
the provision of jobs to youth in 
Balochistan. People reacted to his 
Twitter survey with various fig-
ures. Finally, Jam Kamal 
announced that the government 
has provided 17,985 jobs to youth of 
Balochistan.
Education department recruits 
over 9,000 teachers Recently, the 
Balochistan education department 
completed the recruitment of over 
9,000 teachers across the province. 
With the appointment of teachers, 
we will overcome the issue of 

shortage of teachers, Sher Khan 
Bazai, the Secretary of Secondary 
Education said. 
These jobs were lying vacant in 
education department for last more 
than five years. The previous gov-
ernment had also announced 
recruitment on jobs. However, the 
then government was unable to 
complete the process of recruitment 
because of governance issues.
Process of interviews for appoint-
ment of over 1,000 doctors also 
underway 
Present government has also 
recruited over 1,000 doctors on con-
tract basis to improve health facili-

ties for masses of Balochistan. 
Although, the process of interviews 
for the appointment of over 1,000 
doctors is also in progress at the 
BPSC. The BPSC has announced 
interviews schedule from medical 
officers.
BPSC recomends appointments of 
over 1,000 SSTs 
The BPSC has also recommended 
the appointment of around 1,000 
senior science teachers i the educa-
tion department. “BPSC has almost 
completed the process of recom-
mendations of SSTs”, a senior officer 
of the commission told Quetta 
Voice. He requested anonymity.

Balochistan Govt provides 17985 jobs in 2.5 years: CM Jam Kamal
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Syed Mohammad Ali

One wonders if 
Pakistan will also be 
invited to the planned 
American global 
democracy summit

In the lead up to the 
American elections, 
Biden promised to 
host a gathering of 
the world’s democra-
cies if he were to 
become President. 
Despite the tumultu-
ousness unleashed 
by the sacking of the 
US Capitol, the tran-
sition of power has 
now occurred within 
the US. Biden’s plans 
for hosting a Global 
Summit for 
Democracy do also 
seem to be on track as 
the means to signal to 
the world that a post-
Donald Trump 
America will again 
be committed to 
democracy abroad 
and at home.

America’s ability to 
ensure democracy at 
home and abroad is 
by no means uncon-
tested. Yet, over these 
past few years, the 

world has seen a per-
turbing growth of 
repression, ultra-
nationalism, and 
illiberal tendencies. 
Countries with very 
different histories, 
political systems, and 
geographies (such as 
Russia, China, 
Turkey, the 
Philippines, Hun 
gary, India, Saudi 
Arabia) have experi-
enced a sharp spike 
in authoritarianism.

The impact of 
authoritarianism is 
not confined to the 
domestic sphere 
alone. Consider, for 
instance, how Russia 
and India have been 
working to weaken 
and malign neigh-
bours via disinfor-
mation efforts under 
their strongmen 
leaders.

Given American 
disenchantment with 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m 
under Trump, British 
PM Boris Johnson 
tried to spearhead a 
‘D-10’ grouping of 10 
countries (G7 plus 
Australia, South 

Korea and India) but 
this grouping did not 
quite make a mark, 
especially as the UK 
itself headed towards 
Brexit.

Advocates of an 
internationalist appr 
oach within the 
incoming US admin-
istration want their 
government to re-
engage with the rest 
of the world. 
Organising a high-
profile summit 
would be a useful 
way for the US to 
reassert its position 
as the so-called 
‘champion’ of democ-
racy. The mere fact 
that Biden has 
become President 
does not mean that 
the US credentials of 
promoting democ-
racy around the 
world have suddenly 
become unquestiona-
ble. Many senior 
members in the Biden 
team are quite cen-
trist in their approach 
to geopolitics.

While the incom-
ing US administra-
tion can be expected 

to embrace the rheto-
ric of democratic val-
ues and human 
rights, it will also be 
compelled by realpo-
litik considerations 
such as curbing the 
influence of China 
and Russia. Nonet 
heless, the US 
remains the most 
powerful nation in 
the world, and its for-
eign policies do have 
a significant impact 
on the rest of the 
world. Given this 
reality, many coun-
tries will no doubt be 
wondering if they 
are going to be on the 
list of invitees, in 
case the planned 
‘Summit of 
Democracies’ does 
indeed take place.

Based on merit 
alone, countries 
backsliding on 
democracy should 
perhaps not be 
invited to such a 
summit. Several 
countries have begun 
making pre-emptive 
efforts to get into the 
good books of the 
Biden administra-

tion. President Sisi of 
Egypt, who was 
reportedly referred 
by Trump as his 
“favourite dictator”, 
has apparently 
engaged DC-based 
lobbyists and 
released some politi-
cal prisoners to help 
polish up his image. 
Turkey has promised 
to carry out major 
economic, legal and 
human rights 
reforms. Saudi 
Arabia has mended 
ties with Qatar.

India should also 
be concerned by the 
departure of the 
Trump administra-
tion. Modi will prob-
ably get an invitation 
to this planned sum-
mit of democratic 
nations, given the 
continued US imper-
ative to develop eco-
nomic ties with India 
and to contend with 
China. However, 
Biden will probably 
take a more nuanced 
position on human 
rights violations in 
India. At the tail end 
of the Trump admin-

istration, the State 
Department dis-
carded advice of its 
own Commission on 
International Relig 
ious Freedom to 
avoid placing India 
as a ‘country of con-
cern’ for its suppres-
sion of minorities. 
Under Biden, it is 
unlikely that India 
will continue getting 
a similar carte 
blanche on human 
rights.

One wonders if 
Pakistan will also be 
able to secure an 
invite to a US-hosted 
democracy summit. 
Such an invitation 
would signal the US 
government’s inten-
tion of continuing to 
partner with 
Pakistan or down-
grading Pakistan’s 
relevance given the 
imminent US depar-
ture from 
Afghanistan.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on 
all our daily pieces.

Biden’s summit of democracies

Quality education remains a main con-
cern for the parents, teachers, and gov-
ernment across Pakistan. Poor quality 
of education is a major drawback of the 
educational system in the country.
However, quality of education paints a 
bleak picture when it comes to 
Balochistan. A recent report by this 
daily revealed only 0.8 percent of stu-
dents managed to score A + grade in 
middle-level examinations 2019-20. As 
per the statistics of Balochistan 
Assessment and Examinaiton 
Commission (BAEC), 322 students out 
of a total 42,823 students got A+ grade in 
the examination.
Education may be the constitutional 
right of every individual between the 
age of 5 to 16 years. However, getting 
children to school has proven to be a 
challenge for the government.
No student secured A + grade in 9 dis-
tricts of Balochistan
As per the BAEC report, no student 
secured A + grade in 9 districts of 
Balochistan. The districts include 
Barkhan, Harnai, Kachi, Kharan, 
Musakhail, Nushki, Sherani, Killa 
Abdullah, and Sikandar Abad.
However, Balochistan’s Loralai district 
stood first since 100 students from 
Residential College got A + grade. 
Similarly, Khuzdar Residential College’s 
67 students got an A + grade. In District 
Zhob, 55 students obtained an A + grade 
and most of the students were from 
BRC.
Majority of the students passed exami-
nation in D grade
The report further reveals that the 
majority of the students 25,291 passed 
the examination in D grade. The num-
ber of boys who appeared in the exami-
nation was 28,379. However, the number 
of girls students was 14,444. This means 
66.3% of boys and 33.7 % of girls partici-
pated in the examination.
As far as examinations are concerned, 
in the best educational systems around 
the globe, examinations in this age are 
considered harassing and demotivating 
for students. Students have to complete 
the minimum education standards of 12 
years under the National Education 
Policy and constitution without hurdle.
Most of the education budget is spent on 
salaries of teachers 
It is irony of fate that most of the educa-
tion budget is spent on salaries of teach-
ers rather than promotion of education. 
Teachers need to be imparted modern 
training as the requirement of modern 
digital era. Particularly, the recruitment 
process of teachers need to be stream-
lined and fair. It has been observed that 
there is a lack of mathematics and sci-
ence teachers. The education depart-
ment should ensure better training for 
all newly appointed teachers through 
the Balochistan Public Service 
Commission and CTSP. This will help in 
the improvement of quality education 
in the province.

Declining quality of 
education in 
Balochistan

Indian media and the tragedy of truth
Inam Ul Haque

False news pressures 
lead decision-mak-
ers to populous and 
mostly wrong deci-
sions with conse-
quences

Last week I wrote 
on the need for 
decency in the 
Indian media dis-
course in the after-
math of leaked 
WhatsApp chat by 
anchor Arnab 
Goswami related to 
the 2019 Indo-
Pakistan escalation. 
Researching for the 
article led me to the 
labyrinth of fake 
Indian media 
machine that churns 
out anti-Pakistan/
China material over 
print and electronic 
media including 
social media plat-
forms. This article 
focuses on the pos-
sible detail of this 
house of lies.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
organisations have 
reported extensively 
about the prevalence 
in India of false 
news, shallow and 
deep fakes, and the 
government control 
and manipulation of 
media. There were 
over 20 deaths in 
India during 2018, 
consequent to misin-
formation circulated 
on social media. A 
country as diverse 
as India which is a 
religious, ethnic and 
communal tinder-
box, and where peo-
ple tend to believe 
anything sent to 
them over social 
media, fake/manip-
ulated news can 
have dangerous 
implications.

False news gener-
ates pressures and 
pressures lead deci-
sion-makers to pop-
ulous and mostly 
wrong decisions 

with consequences. 
The scale of the 
problem can be 
gauged from the fact 
that internet pene-
tration in India has 
increased from 137 
million in 2012 to 
over 600 million in 
2019. And India is 
the biggest market 
for WhatsApp with 
over 230 million 
users.

For multinationals 
like Facebook, vet-
ting information in 
all 22 scheduled lan-
guages of India is 
next to impossible. It 
only vets informa-
tion in 10 such lan-
guages. Important 
languages like 
Sindhi, Odia and 
Kannada remain un-
vetted. Although as 
of May 2019, 
Facebook in India 
has removed mil-
lions of accounts.

Researchers for 
Brussels-based EU 
DisinfoLab, in a 2019 
study reported at 
least 265 fake local 
news websites, in 
more than 65 coun-
tries, working to 
sway public percep-
tions against 
Pakistan (and 
China). These sites 
are managed by 
Indian influence 
networks and target 
international insti-
tutions and elected 
representatives of 
foreign govern-
ments. By 2020, 
these fake news 
websites — like 
OpIndia and 
Postcard News, had 
proliferated to 750 
across 116 countries. 
The network 
included many dubi-
ous think tanks and 
NGOs and had con-
tinued for some 15 
years.

A BBC report 
(titled “Indian 
Chronicles”) has 

traced many of these 
fake news websites 
to an Indian com-
pany, Srivastava 
Group (SG), lobby-
ing for anti-Pakistan 
efforts in Europe. Its 
modus operandi 
consisted of copying 
syndicated news 
content from other 
media outlets, plant-
ing opinion pieces 
and stories critical 
of Pakistan mainly 
through NGOs 
linked to their net-
work. The goal 
remained influenc-
ing organisations 
like Geneva-based 
UN Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) 
and European 
Parliament to dis-
credit Pakistan. The 
SG website would 
falsely attribute 
their op-eds to 
authors like 
European lawmak-
ers and fake journal-
ists, with content 
mostly plagiarised 
from other sources.

The SG operated 
through a three-
pronged strategy; 
influencing the UN 
through fake NGOs; 
swaying members of 
EU Parliament using 
fake think tanks; 
and manipulating 
Indian public 
through the EU 
Chronicle (a fake 
news site) and Asian 
News International 
or ANI. In a clever 
orchestration aimed 
at the UN agencies; 
think tanks and 
NGOs were used for 
lobbying and pro-
testing in Geneva, 
and for speaking on 
the UNHRC floor at 
the behest of accred-
ited organisations. 
For EU organisa-
tions, the focus was 
on members of the 
EU Parliament in 
Brussels, who were 
taken on sponsored 

international trips 
and solicited/duped 
to write op-eds for 
fake outlets like EU 
Chronicle, which 
would then be circu-
lated through ANI 
etc.

Investigators were 
finding direct link-
ages between the SG 
and some 10 
U N - a c c r e d i t e d 
NGOs and several 
others, used to pro-
mote Indian inter-
ests and criticise 
Pakistan interna-
tionally. “In Geneva, 
these think tanks 
and NGOs are in 
charge of lobbying, 
of organising dem-
onstrations, speak-
ing during press 
conferences and UN 
side-events, and 
they were often 
given the floor at the 
UN on behalf of the 
accredited organisa-
tions,” the report 
says. NGOs/organi-
sations with no 
apparent link with 
Pakistan or India (as 
per their stated 
objectives) were 
used to target 
Pakistan at the 
UNHRC.

Another fake news 
website, EP Today, 
would resurrect 
fake personas of 
dead human rights 
activists and jour-
nalists; impersonate 
regular media agen-
cies like The 
Economist, EU 
Observer and Voice 
of America using 
Times of Geneva, 
and New Delhi 
Times to dissemi-
nate anti-Pakistan/
China content. It 
would also use the 
E u r o p e a n 
Parliament’s letter-
heads, listing fake 
phone numbers and 
addresses, create 
fake book-publish-
ing companies and 

public personalities. 
This was alongside 
enlisting numerous 
fake NGOs, informal 
groups, think tanks, 
and religious/imam 
organisations. It 
would conduct 
c y b e r s q u a t t i n g 
(bulk registration of 
well-known com-
pany/brand names 
as internet domains 
for reselling at 
profit) on Pakistani 
domains. Most of 
these sites used 
social media such as 
Twitter and would 
resurrect with dif-
ferent names, if 
closed by the 
European regula-
tors.

The main target of 
the fake content, 
besides European 
public and leaders 
was mainstream 
Indian news outlets 
(for example ANI 
and Yahoo News 
India). Articles from 
the fake European 
outlet, EU Chronicle, 
were used as source 
material by ANI to 
create its own con-
tent. As per the 
report, ANI report-
ing was then re-cir-
culated on other 
Indian media and on 
more than 500 fake 
websites across 95 
countries.

India-sponsored 
and facilitated mis/
d i s i n f o r m a t i o n 
about the Kashmir 
situation seems 
widely prevalent, 
especially on 
Twitter. After the 
revocation of Article 
370, The New York 
Times reported that 
while officials in 
New Delhi were 
depicting normalcy 
in the region, the 
situation on ground 
was far tense. The 
Indian Supreme 
Court consequently 
asked the federal 

government to make 
“every endeavour to 
restore the normalcy 
as early as possible.” 
An app, NaMo, dedi-
cated to PM Modi, 
was also reported to 
be promoting and 
disseminating fake 
news. The BJP/RSS 
used the fake news 
to full effect during 
the 2019 elections 
and through a full-
scale media war 
with Pakistan.

The cited situation 
calls for deep scru-
tiny and action by 
the world to hold 
India to account for 
its persistent efforts 
to malign Pakistan 
and China. If a simi-
lar operation was 
run by China or 
Russia; understand-
able international 
outrage would have 
led to public inquir-
ies and perhaps 
sanctions. The new 
US administration, 
under its moralist 
credentials, needs to 
censor India. And 
the UN needs to 
inst itute/aug ment 
relevant legal over-
sight framework.

As for the Indian 
public, the situation 
vis-à-vis Pakistan 
and/or China is not 
what they are led to 
believe. There is a lot 
of perpetrated false-
hood around truth, 
under the thin 
veneer of state-aided 
media onslaught, 
where you are also 
the target. Falsehood 
would destroy what-
ever little civility is 
left, unless you 
stand up, speak and 
act. Time is on 
notice.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all updates 
on all our daily 
pieces.

University of Balochistan: tales from the past
Amjad Rasheed 

I am writing these 
lines with mixed feel-
ings of accomplish-
ment and unfulfilled 
objectives. The tale 
dates back to the 
mid-’80s from the 
University of 
Balochistan. The 
University full of 
life, music, Drama, 
friendship, and 
dreams of youth to 
reach the heights of 
success.

The university 
produced leaders 
like Dr. Malik 
Baloch, Usman 
Kakar, Waheed 
Baloch, Hamid 
Shakil. Famous sci-
entists like Dr. 
Akhter Muhammad 
Kasi, Dr. Abdul Haq 
Achakzai, Dr. Abdul 
Nabi, Dr. Abdullah, 
and many more. UoB 
served as a hub of 
political activities 

The same institu-
tion was also a hub 
of political activities 
and almost every 

student and teacher 
was engaged in some 
political education 
and activity. On the 
other hand, it was 
and still, had been 
unable to deliver 
good quality educa-
tion despite having 
many world-class 
teachers mentioned 
above. I will write 
about the delivery of 
poor education in 
the university in my 
next written expres-
sion. However, the 
tale continues and 
from the same uni-
versity, many 
emerged as political 
leaders and reach 
the top political 
positions like Chief 
Minister, Speaker of 
the provincial 
assembly, ministers, 
senators, some 
joined bureaucracy 
and served as secre-
taries and still serv-
ing the province.

Some joined other 
professions like 
journalism, agricul-
ture, medical, etc. I 

was among those 
who chose the path 
to be in the social 
sector and contrib-
ute to alleviating 
poverty from our 
province.

All of us enjoyed 
respect, repute, and 
recognition by serv-
ing our society.

University pro-
duced world-famed 
artists, writers, and 
performers 

However, the most 
effective and vibrant 
group was the peo-
ple who were emo-
tionally and cultur-
ally intelligent and 
smarter than all of 
us were the poets, 
writers, artists, and 
performers. They 
were the ones who 
served, preserved, 
and promoted the 
true culture, history, 
and our soft power 
at all levels from 
local to interna-
tional levels.

Legends like Atta 
Shad( Ghalib of 
Balochistan), Faiz 

Baloch( though not a 
graduate but he was 
a professor to me) 
Ayub Khoso, 
Abdullah Jan 
Ghaznavi, Qadir 
Baloch, and many 
more.

These heroes and 
artists not only pro-
moted our culture 
and history at vari-
ous levels but also 
mobilized youth 
towards the right 
path. Unfortunately, 
these heroes were 
never recognized 
and respected by 
our pseudo elite.

Lip service paid to 
the contribution of 
artists

Only lip service 
was paid to their 
contribution on cer-
tain occasions. We 
can watch many 
diplomats demon-
strating their fan-
tastic service abroad 
as Ambassadors by 
talking about their 
a c h i e v e m e n t s 
beyond our compre-
hension.

On the other 
hand, the role 
Nusrat Fateh Ali 
Khan, Faiz Baloch, 
Akhter Chanal 
played was the real 
promotion of 
Pakistan and 
Pakistaniat in the 
world. I witness 
today that these 
heroes are living 
miserable lives both 
financially and 
socially.

They deserve real 
recognition and 
rewards not like one 
shield and award on 
national days, but 
proper support 
through institutions 
where they must 
continue their strug-
gle and noble work 
of promoting art 
and culture.

Greece was 
known for the cul-
ture of dialogue 
and promotion of 
democracy Only 
science, technology, 
and wealth are not 
known as progress. 
Greece is not known 

because of its tech-
nological advance-
ment but because of 
its culture of dia-
logue and promo-
tion of democracy 
through dialogue, 
art, and culture. 
There was no 
Stephen Hawking’s, 
but Aristotle who 
was leading Athens. 
Confucius was the 
one who through 
his philosophy and 
teachings created 
society. Buddha was 
a poet-artist and 
mentor to lead the 
society.

We have all our 
heroes but we are 
failed to give them 
their due recogni-
tion. I wish if we 
may celebrate the 
coming 23rd March 
by paying tribute to 
all our artists, poets, 
and writers and 
making some com-
mitment to give 
them their due rec-
ognition and where 
we should not say 
with shame.
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QUETTA: PML-N Balochistan president Jamal Shah Kakaer addressing a press conference. QV PHOTO

RAWALPINDI: A man buying ball from a vendor. INP PHOTO

Four-member miscreants’ 
gang held, arms, cash, 

other valuables recovered
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Crime 
Investigation Agency (CIA) 
of Islamabad Police on 
Friday arrested four mem-
bers of criminals gang and 
recovered snatched mobile 
phones, cash, purse, motor-
bike and as well as weapons 
along with ammunition 
used in crime from their 
possession.

According to details, on 
the special directions of 
senior police officials, SSP 
(Investigation) Ata ur-
Rehman constituted a spe-
cial police team under the 
supervision of DSP Hakim 
Khan including inspectors 
Abdul Gahfoor, ASI Muha 

mmad Ishaq along with 
others for special checking 
in the areas of khanna 
police station area. 

This team nabbed four 
members of criminals gang 
including gang leader iden-
tified as Muha mmad 
Aamir, Imran alias Mani, 
Saddam Maqsood and 
Muhammad Qasim.

The police recovered 11 
snatched mobile phones, 
cash, purse, four 30 bore 
pistols along with ammuni-
tion and motorbike used in 
crime from their posses-
sion. Cases have been reg-
istered against the detain-
ees at Khanna police sta-
tion and further investiga-
tion from them.

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: President, 
Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 
(ICCI), Sardar Yasir Ilyas 
Khan has called upon the 
government to take new pol-
icy measures aimed at pro-
moting the documented 
economy that would help in 
improving the tax revenue 
collection and achieving 
sustainable growth. 

In a statement issued here 
on Friday, he said that the 
IMF has projected Pakistan’s 
GDP growth rate at 1.5 per-
cent for the current fiscal 
year 2020-21, but this fore-
cast was based on the formal 
economy, which was almost 
half of the total economy. He 
said that according to vari-
ous surveys and reports, the 
informal economy in 
Pakistan accounted for 35-50 

percent of the total economy, 
therefore, the real GDP 
growth of the country could 
be enhanced significantly by 
bringing informal sectors in 
the formal economy. 

Sardar Yasir Ilyas said 
that IMF’s World Economic 
Outlook 2021 has projected 
the global economy to grow 
at 5.5 percent, emerging 
economies 8.3 percent, India 
11.5 percent, China 8.1 per-
cent, Malaysia 7 percent, 
Turkey 6 percent, France 5.5 
percent, USA 5.1 percent, 
Mexico 4.3 percent. 
However, Pakistan’s growth 
projection was quite low 
than its actual potential and 
its main reason was that 
undocumented economy 
was not being considered. 

He said that if the govern-
ment wanted to bring more 
people into the tax filing 
system, it should take confi-

dence building measures for 
taxpayers. He said that lack 
of education about the tax 
system was holding back 
many potential taxpayers 
from coming into the tax 
system and urged that FBR 
should organize awareness 
sessions at chambers of com-
merce & industry in major 
cities to educate maximum 
traders about the benefits of 
tax filing. 

The ICCI President said 
that FBR was withdrawing 
cash from bank accounts of 
the business community 
through scrutiny and it 
should stop this practice as 
it will promote trust deficit 
and encourage people to 
remain in the informal econ-
omy in order to save them-
selves from unnecessary 
troubles. He said that a 
friendly tax system would 
restore the confidence of 

taxpayers and bring more 
people into the tax system, 
therefore, the government 
should give top priority to 
developing a business 
friendly tax regime.

Sardar Yasir Ilyas said 
that Pakistan was con-
fronted with many economic 
challenges including rising 
debt burden, fiscal deficit, 
low tax revenue collection 
and the best way to over-
come these challenges was 
to focus on promoting docu-
mentation of the economy. 
He said that the government 
was under obligation to 
ensure that the benefits of 
development and other steps 
aimed at public welfare were 
judiciously and equitably 
accessible to all its citizens. 
However, this objective 
could not be achieved with-
out getting rid of foreign 
loans and generating enough 

indigenous resources for 
which proper documenta-
tion of the economy and 
increasing the size of the 
formal economy was very 
important. 

Senior Vice President ICCI 
Fatma Azim and Vice 
President Abdul Rehman 
Khan said that the construc-
tion package announced by 
the Prime Minister Imran 
Khan was a step in the right 
direction to bring hidden 
assets in the documented 
economy and encourage 
more businesses and inves-
tors to participate in the 
legal economy. They empha-
sized that the government 
should announce such pack-
ages for other sectors of the 
economy that would be help-
ful in promoting the docu-
mented economy and accel-
erating the pace of industri-
alization across the country.

ICCI urges govt for new policy 
measures to promote 
documented economy

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Another 46 people lost their lives to the 
novel coronavirus in Pakistan whereas 1,644 fresh 
cases have been reported during the last 24 hours 
(Thursday), showed the figures released by the 
National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on 
Friday morning.

The death toll has climbed up to 11,560 with the 
addition of 46 new fatalities while the total number of 
confirmed cases in Pakistan now stood at 541,031 after 
adding 1,644 more infections.

During the past 24 hours (Thursday), as many as 
2,167 patients have recovered from the virus in a day 
while the total count of recoveries now stood at 
496,745. As of Friday, the total number of active cases 
in the country was 32,726 with the national positivity 
ratio was recorded at 3.78 percent.

As usual, Sindh remained at the top in terms of 
number of cases followed by Punjab and other regions.

As many as 244,340 coronavirus cases have been 
confirmed in Sindh, 156,404 in Punjab, 66,451 in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 18,798 in Balochistan, 41,176 in 
Islamabad, 8,953 in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and 
4,909 in Gilgit Baltistan. Moreover, 4,681 individuals 
have lost their lives to the epidemic in Punjab, 3,969 in 
Sindh, 1,879 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 194 in 
Balochistan, 476 in Islamabad, 259 in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir and 102 in Gilgit Baltistan.

Coronavirus claims 46 
more lives, infects 1,644 

Pakistanis
AIOU, Telenor Pakistan 

sign two MoUs to 
facilitate students, tutors

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Allama 
Iqbal Open University 
(AIOU) and Telenor 
Pakistan have signed 
two Memorandum of 
U n d e r s t a n d i n g s 
(MoUs) to collaborate 
for providing data 
bundles and Easypaisa 
facility to its millions 
of students and thou-
sands of tutors across 
the country for facili-
tating them in their 
online academic activi-
ties and payments of 
all sorts. 

The MoUs signing 
ceremony was pre-
sided over by Prof Dr 
Nasir Mahmood, 
Dean, Faculty of Educa 
tion. Senior academic 
and administrative 
staff of the university 
as well as top manage-
ment of Telenor partici-
pated in MoUs signing 
ceremony. The MoU of 
data bundle was 
signed by the Registrar, 

AIOU, Sohail Rana and 
Mr Ghulam Nasir, 
Chief Business Officer 
of Telenor while MoU 
of Easypaisa was 
signed by the Registrar, 
AIOU, Sohail Rana and 
Umar Moheen Malik, 
Head, Digital Payment 
Easypaisa, Telenor. 20 
and 50 GB bundle 
package would be pro-
vided to AIOU com-
munity on the rates of 
500 and 900 rupees 
respectively on 
monthly basis.

Addressing the cer-
emony, Prof Dr Nasir 
said that the top prior-
ity of the Vice Chan 
cellor, AIOU is to pro-
vide standard online 
educational facilities at 
the doorsteps of the 
students as well as 
switching to automa-
tion of all university 
processes. He, further, 
said that these MoUs 
will provide latest 
facilities to our stu-
dents who are dis-

persed throughout the 
country. He thanked 
Telenor management 
for this joint collabora-
tion. 

Chief Business Offic 
er of Telenor, Umar Bin 
Tariq also addressed 
the ceremony. He appr 
eciated AIOU for its 
national education ser-
vices and assured max 
imum cooperation of 
his respective organi-
zation in this noble 
cause.  Director ICT 
also addressed the gat 
hering and shed light 
on university’s auto-
mation processes incl 
uding online admis-
sions and other online 
educational facilities. 
He said that currently 
1.4 million students 
are enrolled in various 
programs of the uni-
versity who would be 
provided these online 
facilities. He appreci-
ated Telenor manage-
ment for their coopera-
tion. 

IPH to impart one month 
training to doctors selected 

for administrative posts
News Desk

LAHORE: The Institute of 
Public Health (IPH) will 
conduct one month train-
ing to the doctors (grade 17 
to 20) shortlisted by the 
Specialized Healthcare 
and Medical Education 
(SH&ME) and Primary & 
Secondary Health Dept for 
the posting on administra-
tive posts of the hospitals 
as well as other health cen-
tres for better management 
and efficient working of 
these institutions. 

These doctors would be 
trained in financial mat-
ters, service roles, audit 
related matters, purchase, 
PEEDA Act2006, PEPRA 
Rules etc. For this purpose, 
an evaluation test of the 
selected candidate doctors 
held at the IPH for assess-
ment of their knowledge 
and abilities in such mat-
ters. Dean IPH, Prof. Dr. 
Zarfishan Tahir visited test 
centres setup in the insti-
tute. She told that sittings 
arrangements have made 
in four different halls 

keeping in view the 
COVID 19 SoPs. Social dis-
tancing and face masks 
were ensured for the safety 
of everyone. 

Dr. Zarfishan informed 
that Provincial Health 
Development Centre 
(PHDC) is also on board in 
this training. Dean IPH 
further said that on the 
direction of Punjab Minist 
er Health Dr. Yasmeen 
Rashid, Secretaries of both 
the health departments 
have taken a brilliant step 
of training of doctors who 
will be assigned adminis-
trative responsibilities in 
the health institutions. 

She said that this initia-
tive will go a long way for 
enabling the administra-
tive/general cadre doctors 
to discharge their duties 
efficiently which would 
ultimately improve the 
healthcare delivery system 
of the hospitals. The IPH 
will be on front foot to ful-
fill the targets assigned by 
the government to pro-
mote public health, Dr. 
Zarfishan Tahir reiterated.

COVID-19 vac-
cination centres 
asked to be op-
erational from 

Feb. 1
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The district 
health department of 
Islamabad on Friday 
directed to make coronavi-
rus vaccination centres 
operational from February 
1, sources said.

In a letter, the adminis-
trations of the federal hos-
pitals have been asked to 
complete development 
work and ensure the provi-
sion of the facilities at the 
coronavirus vaccination 
centers by January 30.

The staff would be 
appointed at the centres on 
February 1, the letter read. 
Sources said that a staff of 
three members would be 
deployed at each vaccina-
tion centre of Islamabad 
for the administration of 
the COVID-19 vaccine.

Earlier this week, 
Federal Planning and 
Development Minister 
Asad Umar had annou 
nced that Pakistan will 
launch its COVID-19 vacci-

Pakistani vloggers 
popular on Chinese 

video platforms: Report
INP NEWS

BEIJING: Pakistani vloggers are highly popular on 
Chinese video platforms to promote cultural exchanges, 
says a report published by China Economic Net (CEN).  

The report says, vlogging has risen in popularity the 
last few years. From beauty vloggers and top fashion 
vloggers, to vlogging stars dedicated to just telling their 
stories, they are interesting, entertaining and inspiring. 
Among them, some vloggers from Pakistan are becom-
ing welcome on China’s well-known video platforms.

A reporting team of CEN interviewed some of the 
most popular Pakistani vloggers on Bilibili, a Chinese 
video sharing website based in Shanghai gathering most 
of China’s vloggers. Via making videos, they are acting 
as a bridge between the two peoples in cyberspace to 
enhance mutual understanding in a creative way.

Younus Ghazali, a young man from Karachi now 
studying in China’s Yunnan Normal University, has 
got 8,5000 subscribers on Bilibili till January 27. His 64 
videos in fluent mandarin covers Pakistani culture, tra-
dition, tourism and food, China-Pakistan relations, 
China-Pakistan differences, and tour of Chinese scenic 
spots and historical sites, etc.

Initially in April, 2020, Younus Ghazali made a video 
to express his gratitude to China’s generous help to 
Pakistan during COVID-19 pandemic. Muhammad 
Abubakar, a 27-year-old Pakistani young man from 
Lahore originally decided to make videos to enhance 
mutual understanding.  

“While living in China, I felt the intense love that 
Chinese have for Pakistan and its people, and as a com-
mon man I saw that there is a strong government-to-
government relationship, but we have the gap in terms 
of people-to-people relationship,” he said.  

His experience of studying Chinese language and 
culture in China’s Yanshan University makes him 
more aware of the cultures, views and perspectives of 
both nations. “The credit of my videos on Bilibili, my 
popoularity and my fame totally go to the love of 
Chinese people for Pakistan. My viewers want to 
explore Pakistan and its culture because they love us, ” 
Muhammad Abubakar said adding, videos on 
Pakistani culture and landscape especially well 
received by Chinese viewers

Chinese viewers like videos related to Pakistan’s 
national conditions, culture and tradition a lot. The 
video that gains the highest views of 2.271 M among 
Younus Ghazali’s works is about the contrast of com-
modity prices between Pakistan and China.  

NIH awards appreciation 
certificate for LGH Lab

News Desk

LAHORE:  The National Institute of Health (NIH), 
Islamabad has declared the laboratory quality of Lahore 
General Hospital (LGH) as the best and has declared the 
results of 10 blood samples for “External Quality 
Assessment” to be 100% accurate. In an appreciation let-
ter it has been acknowledged that the results of the most 
sensitive tests from the laboratory of Lahore General 
Hospital are in accordance with international standards 
and completely reliable. 

According to the details, the blood tests including 
SARS, BYRT-PCR and CoV-2 were included while the 
institution reviewed the hospitals across the country 
and appreciated the results of the LGH laboratory in 
words of congratulations.

Principal Post Graduate Medical Institute (PGMI), 
Prof. Dr. Sardar Muhammad Al-freed Zafar expressed 
happiness and satisfaction over this award and termed it 
as the result of teamwork of doctors and medical staff. 
The standard results are encouraging for all of us, Prof. 
Al-freed Zafar added. He also praised the Director 
Research & Lab Dr. Ghazala Rubi on this successful 
achievement. 

Prof Al-freed further said that in difficult times, doc-
tors, nurses and paramedical staff have always been on 
the front line, who deserve this congratulations. He said 
that more than 32,000 free tests were conducted in the 
LGH Laboratory in this regard while the laboratory 
worked day and night on an emergency basis during the 
corona epidemic. 

The Principal PGMI assured that according to the 
vision of Prime Minister Imran Khan and Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman Bazdar, he will continue to work 
hard and as per the instructions of Health Minister Dr. 
Yasmeen Rashid and the institution will be kept moving 
towards growth day and night.

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Prime Minister on 
Accountability & Interior Barrister Mirza Shahzad Akbar 

and Federal Minister for Science and Technology 
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain addressing a press 

conference. INP PHOTO
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QATAR:  General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) witnessing  passing out parade at Ahmed Bin Muhammad Military 
College during visited to Qatar. INP  PHOTO

PML-N AJK vice president 
joins PTI

INP NEWS

MUZAFFARABAD: In a major development in Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir before elections, Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) vice president, 
Sardar Arzish along with his supporters on Friday 
joined Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). 
Sardar Arzish announced to join Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf after meeting with its chief organizer Saifullah 
Khan Niazi. The meeting was attended by PTI 
President AJK Sultan Mehmood and others.
Bestowing his confidence in the leadership of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, Sardar Arzish alleged that the 
ruling party of the AJK strengthened its ties with the 
Modi government and increase its family business 
rather than fighting for the just right of self-determi-
nation for the Kashmiris.
He said that PM Khan is the ambassador of Kashmir. 
Saifullah Khan Niazi welcoming Sardar Arzish and 
his supports in PTI said that the premier has exposed 
Indian atrocities in the occupied Kashmir at every 
forum. The PTI chief organiser vowed to win AJK elec-
tions. It is to be noted that Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
(PTI) had decided against forming any political alli-
ances for the election of the Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) Legislative Assembly. 

US 
expresses 

concern on 
acquittal of 

those 
involved in 

Daniel Pearl’ 
murder

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The United 
States is deeply concerned 
by the Pakistani Supreme 
Court’s decision to acquit 
those involved in Daniel 
Pearl’s kidnapping and 
murder and any proposed 
action to release them. 

A USA’s embassy press 
release stated here, “ Omar 
Saeed Sheikh was indicted 
in the United States in 
2002 for hostage-taking 
and conspiracy to commit 
hostage-taking, resulting 
in the murder of Pearl, the 
South Asia Bureau Chief 
for the Wall Street Journal, 
as well as the 1994 kidnap-
ping of another United 
States citizen in India. 

The court’s decision is 
an affront to terrorism vic-
tims everywhere, includ-
ing in Pakistan. 

The United States recog-
nizes past Pakistani actio 
ns to hold Omar Sheikh 
accountable and notes that 
Sheikh currently remains 
detained under Pakistani 
law.  We expect the Pakist 
ani government to expedi-
tiously review its legal 
options to ensure justice is 
served. 

KARACHI: Pakistan`s Spinner Nauman Ali, second right, celebrates with teammates after 
taking the wicket of South Africa`s George Linde, left, during the fourth day of the first 
cricket test match between Pakistan and South Africa at the National Stadidum. Social 

media photo

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Gwadar seaport 
has become a shining pearl of 
the region said Chinese 
Ambassador Nong Rong dur-
ing his visit to the Port during 
the last two days.

According to the Gwadar 
Pro, he visited all major pro-
jects under China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
including the New Gwadar 
International Airport Project, 
the China-Pak Friendship 
Hospital, China-Pak Technical 
and Vocational Institute in 
Gwadar, the Gwadar East-bay 
Expressway Project, Gwadar 
Free Zone and Gwadar Port.  

He met Chairman Gwadar 
Port Authority Naseer 
Kashani, DG of Gwadar 
Development Authority 
Shahzeb Kakar, MajGen M.
Aamer Najam, GOC SSD 
(South) and Rear Admiral 
Jawad Ahmed, Commander 
Pakistan Navy Western 
Command.  

He also attended the 
Chinese Ambassador Green 
Employment Scheme 
Launching Ceremony and 
Scholarship Award Ceremony 
for excellent students of 
Middle School Faqeer Colony 
Gwadar.

During the field visit, 
Ambassador Nong extended 
his festive greetings to the 
workers at the construction 
site, and said “the Spring 
Festival is coming, but you are 
sticking to your posts, with a 
common goal to speed up the 
project and make the Gwadar 
Port a better place.  

We all know that the Spring 
Festival is a time for family 
reunions. You spend the 
Chinese New Year alone on 
the project site far from moth-
erland, and make Gwadar 
your home. I’m so proud of 
you!” 

The Ambassador asked the 
companies in Gwadar to expe-
dite the projects and take strict 
prevention and protection 

measures for COVID-19 epi-
demic, and make greater con-
tribution to China-Pakistan 
friendship.

While meeting Maj Gen M. 
Aamer Najam, GOC SSD 
(South) and Rear Admiral 
Jawad Ahmed, Commander 
Pakistan Navy Western 
Command, Ambassador Nong 
appreciated the efforts made 
by the armed forces in safe-
guarding the CPEC projects 
and personnel.  

He underscored that safety 
is the premise of everything. 
Gwadar Safe City is an inal-
ienable part of Gwadar Smart 
Port City, which portraits a 
brilliant future for Gwadar. I 
believe all the local people and 
the people of Pakistan are 
looking forward to this day 
coming at an earlier date. No 
one will hesitate to take the 
first step with a bright road 
ahead.

When attending the 
Launching Ceremony of 
Green Employment Scheme, 

Ambassador Nong said that 
the project was responding to 
the Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s initiative for Clean 
Green Gwadar Movement, 
and China would work 
together with Pakistan to turn 
CPEC into a model green Belt 
and Road Initiative (the “BRI”) 
to protect and preserve natu-
ral environment in the region.

While awarding Scholarship 
to excellent students of Middle 
School Faqeer Colony Gwadar, 
Ambassador Nong said that 
2021 marked the 70th anniver-
sary of the establishment of 
bilateral relations, and chil-
dren were the future of the 
nation and the hope of China-
Pakistan friendship.  

He encouraged the students 
to cherish the opportunity, 
study hard, and grow up to 
become talents of the country 
and builder of the CPEC, and 
carry on the time-tested 
friendship between China and 
Pakistan from generation to 
generation.

Gwadar Port has become 
shining pearl of the region: 

Chinese envoy

SHC urged 
to remove 

NAB-tainted 
officers from 
their posts

News Desk

KARACHI: Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement-Pakis 
tan (MQM-P) leader Kun 
war Naveed Jamil on 
Friday filed a petition in 
the Sindh High Court for 
immediate hearing, seek-
ing termination of cor-
rupt government officers.

The petitioner prayed 
to the court to ask the 
provincial chief secretary 
as to what action was tak 
en against corrupt govern 
ment officers. “The SHC 
had ordered the sack ing 
of officers who were wan 
ted to NAB in different cas 
es. But these officers are stil l 
serving,” MQ M-P leader 
stated in his petition.

Jamil said that Justice 
Adnanul Karim had refu 
sed to hear the petition, whi 
le the chief secretary had so 
ught two-month time from 
the court for the implemen-
tation of its order. The SHC, 
in October 2017, had issued 
orders for the termination of 
services of as many as 477 
corrupt officers from 13 dif-
ferent departments of the 
Sindh government.

According to details, 
these officials had voluntar-
ily returned illegally earned 
money to the NAB and 
resumed their duties after 
entering into a plea bargain 
with the anti-corruption 
watchdog.

PPP MPA expresses 
confidence in CM Punjab 

Usman Buzdar
News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) MPA Rais 
Nabeel Ahmed on Thursday called on Punjab Chief 
Minister (CM)Usman Buzdar and expressed com-
plete confidence in his leadership.

As per details, PPP MPA from PP-265 met CM 
Usman Buzdar and apprised him about the prob-
lems of his constituency and issues being faced by 
public.

On the occasion, Buzdar expressed resolve to solve 
issues of every constituency of the province and said 
that development is the right of every city and town.

CM Punjab further said that past governments 
neglected underdeveloped areas. While criticizing 
opposition parties, he said that masses cannot be 
fooled by empty slogans and anti-development ele-
ments will always fail.

Talking to newsmen, after the meeting, PPP MPA 
Rais Nabeel Ahmed said the meeting remained fruit-
ful and it was held in a pleasant environment.

Earlier on Wednesday, PML-N MPA Chaudhry 
Muhammad Arshad had also expressed confidence 
in Chief Minister of Punjab (CM) Usman Buzdar.

Nauman and Yasir 
shine as Pakistan 

beat South Africa in 
first Test

FIA completes inquiry 
into fake pilot license 

case

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Investigation Agency 
(FIA) on Friday com-
pleted inquiry into 
fake pilot license case 
and arrested six offic-
ers of Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA). 

According to 
details, one private 
person, 40 pilots and 
eight government em 
ployees have also 
been nominated in 
three cases. The age 
ncy said that pilots 
had received license 
through fake exami-
nation. Earlier, Chief 
Justice of Pakistan 
(CJP) Gulzar Ahmed 
had taken notice of 
fake licenses awarded 
to pilots in Pakistan 
and sought reply from 
CAA, stating that fake 
licenses were issued 
to pilots for money.

Justice Gulzar expre 
ssed shock over the 
facts shared by Aviat 
ion Minister Ghulam 

Sarwar in National 
Assembly (NA) ses-
sion. The leader had 
blamed pilot and 
CAA behind the crash 
and told that there 
was no fault in 
15-year-old plane, he 
remarked.

It is to be mentioned 
here that in total, 
licenses of 262 pilots 
were said to be fake, 
against which PIA 
CEO Air Marshal Ars 
had Malik had sum-
moned his legal and 
flight operations tea 
ms to decide upon 
appropriate course of 
action.

The government 
had also decided to 
take stern action 
against all pilots who 
have been flying air-
crafts on fake licenses. 
CAA had sought a list 
of these pilots to 
immediately ground 
them till the comple-
tion of the inquiry.

Out of 400 PIA 
pilots, 150 captains 

were found to have 
obtained fake licenses.

Later, Federal Minis 
ter for Inform ation 
and Broadcasting Shib 
li Faraz said that 28 
pilots of PIA with fak 
e and dubious licen 
ses were dismissed 
from the service.

Briefing the media 
after cabinet meeting 
with Prime Minister 
Imran Khan in the 
chair, he said that an 
action was started 
against officials of 
PIA and Civil Aviat 
ion Authority, 
responsible for issu-
ing fake licenses.

He read out a state-
ment, which stated: 
“28 pilots, whose lice 
nses were found sus-
pect and against who 
m disciplinary pro-
ceedings were com-
pleted, have been dis-
missed from service. 
Proceedings against 
the remaining are 
continuing and will 
be expedited: both 
disciplinary and 
criminal proceed-
ings.

Those, whose licen 
ses were found sus-
pect in the inquiry, 
have all been groun 
ded. All others are 
cleared. All stake-
holders both domestic 
and international 
have been informed.” 

ECP seeks 
recommendations Sindh 
govt regarding LG polls

News Desk

KARACHI: The Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) has sought recommendations of the Sindh gov-
ernment regarding the date of local government (LG) 
elections following the orders of the Supreme Court 
(SC).

The election commission has written a letter to the 
Sindh Local Government Department for seeking rec-
ommendations regarding the date of LG polls and 
related matters.

A session to discuss the recommendations for LG 
polls in Sindh has been summoned on February 3 by 
the ECP. It stated that the top court issued directives 
to the ECP to fix dates for local government elections 
in all provinces. Earlier on Thursday, a Supreme Court 
bench had ordered the Election Commission of 
Pakistan to fix dates for local government elections 
within a week.

In another development made yesterday, ECP had 
decided to summon a session in the first week of 
February for holding consultations over the organisa-
tion of local government (LG) elections in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

The election commission will summon a session till 
February 5 to finalise the schedule of LG polls in KP as 
the decision to call a meeting had been taken after the 
approval of KP cabinet for holding LG elections on 
September 15.

Moreover, the Punjab government had given the date 
of LG elections to the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) to hold the polls in September. The province had 
decided that elections will be organised in village 
councils of the province during the first phase, whereas, 
the authorities had also decided to reduce the number 
of village councils from 25,000 to 8,000, sources said.

On the other hand, Balochistan government had got-
ten a stay order from the court regarding the LG polls, 
whereas, the final decision for going ahead to hold LG 
elections in Sindh is still pending due to reservations 
on the census.

ECP to finalise schedule of 
LG polls in KP in 
February: sources

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) has decided to summon a session in the first 
week of February for holding consultations over the 
organisation of local government (LG) elections in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

The election commission will summon a session till 
February 5 to finalise the schedule of LG polls in KP, 
sources said, the decision to call a meeting was taken 
following the approval of KP cabinet for holding LG 
elections on September 15.

ECP will commence work on election schedule after 
completing delimitation process for Peshawar.

Earlier on Wednesday, KP government had 
announced the date for holding LG elections in the 
province after approval from the cabinet.

According to the details, the provincial cabinet has 
decided to hold local government elections in the 
province on September 15. The meeting also approved 
Local Councils Conduct of Election Rules 2020.

Moreover, a notification issued in KP regarding the 
number of village and neighbourhood councils on 
tehsil-level. The KP local bodies system had completed 
its tenure in August 2020, whereas, the ECP recently 
held a meeting to review arrangements for the polls. 
The commission is bound to hold elections within 120 
days after the expiry of LB tenure under Article 140 (A) 
and Section (4) 219 of the Election Act 2017.

QATAR:  General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) called on called on His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim Bin Hamad Al-Thani - Emir of the State of Qatar 

during visited to Qatar. INP 

News Desk

KARACHI: Nauman Ali made a spectacular debut 
with five wickets and fellow spinner Yasir Shah 
grabbed four to give Pakistan a seven-wicket victory 
in the first Test against South Africa in Karachi on 
Friday.

Nauman, making his Test bow at the age of 34, fin-
ished with 5-35 and Yasir took 4-79 as South Africa 
slumped to 245 all out in their second innings on the 
fourth day on a wearing National Stadium pitch that 
favoured spin bowlers.

Pakistan, needing 88 for victory, lost openers Abid 
Ali, Imran Butt and Babar Azam for a total of 52 
runs before achieving the target in 22.5 overs to 
take a 1-0 lead in the two-match series.

The second Test starts on February 4 in 
Rawalpindi.

Azhar Ali was 31 not out while Fawad Alam — 
who hit a fighting hundred in the first innings — 
hit the winning boundary.

It was only Pakistan’s fifth victory against South 
Africa in 27 Tests.

Anrich Nortje bowled Abid in the first over after 
lunch and then had Butt caught behind to finish 
with figures of 2-24.

Azam, on his Test captaincy debut, was dis-
missed leg before by Keshav Maharaj.

“The credit goes to the players,” said Azam. 
“Our bowling was outstanding on a slow pitch and 
the way Yasir and Nauman bowled, it helped us get 
wickets.

“When we lost four early wickets Fawad and 
Azhar put on a good partnership as they showed 
their experience. It gave us a boost and a very cru-
cial lead.”

Azam’s counterpart Quinton de Kock, who 
endured a miserable 50th Test of his career, rued 
South Africa’s first innings collapse.

“I think our first innings cost us the game,” said 
de Kock. “That was a big reason for our loss.”

It is South Africa’s first tour of Pakistan in 14 
years, after a deadly attack on Sri Lanka’s team in 
2009 halted visits by foreign sides.

De Kock dismissed suggestions that South Africa 
took too long to adjust to the conditions.

“We practised enough here but I think we were a 
bit soft in the first innings,” he said.

Rapid conclusion
In a spinners’ battle on a brownish wicket, 

Nauman recorded figures of 7-73 and Yasir 7-133. 
In contrast, South Africa’s spin bowlers managed 
just four wickets.

Pakistan had taken a crucial 158-run first 
innings lead thanks to a fighting century from 
Fawad and half centuries from Faheem Ashraf and 
Azhar.

The writing was on the wall as South Africa lost 
nightwatchman Maharaj on the first ball of the 
day, bowled for two by pacer Hasan Ali.

De Kock followed his 15 in the first innings with 
just two runs as he was caught off a lazy push off 
Yasir.

Temba Bavuma, who scored 40, added 42 for the 
seventh wicket with George Linde before being the 
last man out as Nauman took the last four wickets 
in a rapid 22 balls.

Having earlier removed Aiden Markram, who 
was caught by Abid Ali, Nauman dismissed Linde 
for 11, Kagiso Rabada for a single run, and Anrich 
Nortje for a duck, before trapping Bavuma lbw.

His impressive performance made him just the 
12th Pakistani bowler to take five wickets in an 
innings on his debut.

The hosts have won only one of their previous seven 
Tests against South Africa in Pakistan, with the visi-
tors claiming two victories to go with four draws.

SHC accepts 
Qaim Ali Shah’s 
pre-arrest bail

News Desk

KARACHI: The Sindh 
High Court (SHC) on 
Friday accepted the pre-
arrest bail application of 
former Sindh chief minis-
ter Syed Qaim Ali Shah in 
lieu of Rs0.3 million bail 
bonds in a case of misuse 
of powers. 

The court also directed 
Qaim to cooperate with 
the National Accountab 
ility Bureau’s (NAB) 
investigation team.


