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News Desk/News 
Agencies

LAHORE: PML-N Vice 
President Maryam 
Nawaz on Wednesday 
once again called upon 
retired Supreme Court 
judge Azmat Saeed 
Sheikh to recuse himself 
from the inquiry into 
the Broadsheet scandal, 
warning that her party 
would otherwise reveal 
details about his past 
affiliations.
She was addressing the 
media after arriving at 
‘Khokhar Palace’ to 
express solidarity with 
the Khokhar family fol-
lowing the demolition of 
their property.
“Broadsheet is a fraud-
sheet,” she said, adding 
that the case was not a 
new tactic of the govern-

ment to trap the PML-N 
but “an old net with very 
big holes”. She reiterated 
the questions raised by 
her party recently about 
Justice Sheikh’s past 
affiliations with the 
National Accountability 
Bureau, Broadsheet and 
the PTI.
On Monday, the govern-
ment had confirmed 
Justice Saeed as the sole 
member of the inquiry 
commission tasked with 
probing the scandal.
“[Justice Azmat Saeed 
should excuse himself 
from this [investigation] 
and admit that he was 
himself involved in it 
(Broadsheet case),” she 
added.
If he does not recuse, 
Maryam said, the 
PML-N “would have to 
bring to light facts 

which we could not pre-
viously”.
She alleged that Justice 
Sheikh had “personally 
called and tried to 
threaten officers of the 
PML-N government at 
the time” and sent cer-
tain “messages”. “It is 
[therefore] better for you 
to excuse yourself,” 
Maryam told the former 
judge.
Demolition of Khokhar 
properties
Speaking about the 
demolition of properties 
belonging to the family 
of PML-N leaders MNA 
Afzal Khokhar and for-
mer MPA Saiful Malook 
Khokhar in Lahore, 
Maryam alleged that 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan had himself moni-
tored and overseen the 
operation.

The Punjab government 
had on Sunday demol-
ished several structures 
around houses of the 
Khokhar brothers and 
their relatives near Johar 
Town in a day-long 
operation.
The operation was 
widely condemned by 
the PML-N as an 
extreme action to pun-
ish supporters of the 
opposition Pakistan 
Democratic Movement. 
The Lahore High Court 
(LHC) on Tuesday 
restrained the district 
government from fur-
ther demolishing 
Khokhar Palace among 
other properties and 
directed both sides to 
approach the civil court 
for the resolution of the 
dispute.
“I have come to know 

that this person whose 
name is Imran Khan, 
personally sat down and 
was monitoring the 
operation,” Maryam 
alleged, saying this 
measure had come after 
attempts to pressurise 
the Khokhar brothers 
and holders of political 
office in the PML-N.
“They were pressurised; 
in every party demon-
stration they were told 
to differ from the posi-
tion of the party leader-
ship or leave the party 
and cease participation 
in activities,” the PML-N 
leader said, adding that 
they were also “threat-
ened”.
“When they refused to 
abandon the party lead-
ership and Nawaz 
Sharif then this retalia-
tory action was carried 

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Senator 
Shibli Faraz has said that 
there is no consensus am 
ongst the parties of Paki 
stan Democratic Movem 
ent (PDM) as they are 
pursuing conflicting nar-
ratives and interests.

Talking to the media 
persons in Islamabad 
today (Wednesday), 
Shibli Faraz said the 
opposition is resorting to 
negative propaganda on 
the issue of loans taken 
by the present govern-
ment. Six trillion rupees 
were used to pay back the 
past loans and the inter-
est on them. He said 1.2 
trillion rupees were pro-
vided to support different 
sectors especially the dis-
advantaged segments of 
the society in the wake of 
breakout Covid-19.

When asked about the 
upcoming Senate elec-
tions, the minister said the 
government believes in 

holding the exercise in the 
most transparent manner. 

He said the government 
has sought guidance of 
the Supreme Court on 
open balloting. He said we 
have also prepared a bill 
on the matter and it will 
be seen whet her or not the 
opposition supports the 
legislation.

When asked about Broa 
dsheet issue, the Inform 
ation Minister said an 
inquiry commission to be 
headed by Azmat Sheikh 
will investigate into it. He 
said the past rulers were 
involved in corruption 
and money laundering on 
a large scale and this 
should be investigated. 
Talking about economic 
situation of the country, 
he said the benefits of 
improvement in econo 
mic indicators will reach 
the masses. The Inform 
ation Minister said that 
the inflation has been 
brought down to single 
digit and the prices of 
essential commodities 
are coming down.

PM stresses 
for 

expediting 
development 
projects in 

KP
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has 
stressed for expediting 
the development projects 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and said that he would 
personally visit the 
province to review the 
progress on the develop-
ment projects.

The Prime Minister 
expressed these views 
while talking to 
Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Shah 
Farman, who called on 
him in Islamabad today 
(Wednesday).

During the meeting, 
the Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa briefed 
the Prime Minister about 
the olive cultivation, 
Billion Tree Honey and 
Billion Tree Dried Fruit 
projects in the province.

He also briefed the 
Prime Minister on 
reforms in the adminis-
tration of universities in 
the province.

LAHORE: PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz address the media outside Khokhar Palace in Lahre. Social Media photo

‘Broadsheet is fraudsheet’:
 Maryam threatens to spill the 

beans unless Azmat Saeed 
recuses himself from inquiry

Malaysian court 
releases PIA plane 
grounded earlier

Monitoring Desk

QUETTA: A Malaysian 
court ordered the release 
of the Pakistan 
International Airline 
(PIA) plane grounded 
earlier on lease dispute. 
The Malaysian authori-
ties had grounded a PIA 
plane two weeks before 
due to the British court’s 
case over the jet’s lease.
Malaysian authorities 
seized the Boeing 777 air-
craft on Jan 15 after a 
court allowed an applica-
tion by the plane’s lessor, 
Peregrine Aviation 
Charlie Limited, to keep 
it grounded pending the 
outcome of a $14 million 
lease dispute with PIA in 
a UK court.
At the time, the national 
flag carrier had called the 
decision by the 
Malaysian court “one-
sided” and said it had 
caused “inconvenience to 
the passengers who had 
already boarded the 
plane”. The Kuala 
Lumpur High Court 

ordered the immediate 
release of the plane after 
both sides said they had 
reached an amicable set-
tlement to the dispute, 
involving two planes 
leased to PIA, according 
to a lawyer representing 
the airline.
“Peregrine has agreed to 
withdraw its suit against 
PIAC (Pakistan 
International Airlines 
Corp) and for the injunc-
tion orders to be set 
aside,” said PIA counsel 
Kwan Will Sen.
“With this, the two 
Boeing aircraft operated 
by PIAC would be 
released with immediate 
effect.”
The two jets were leased 
to PIA by Dublin-based 
AerCap, the world’s larg-
est aircraft lessor, in 2015. 
They are part of a portfo-
lio that AerCap sold to 
Peregrine Aviation Co 
Ltd, an investment unit 
of NCB Capital, the bro-
kerage arm of National 
Commercial Bank SJSC, 
in 2018.

No consensus amongst 
PDM parties: Shibli Faraz

Pakistan 
announces 

contribution 
of $25,000 

for UN 
peace fund

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi on Wednesday 
announced a token con-
tribution of 25,000 dol-
lars to the Secretary 
General’s Peace-building 
Fund.

Foreign Minister 
Makhdoom Shah Mah 
mood Qureshi, while 
spe aking in a virtual 
High Level Reple nish-
ment Conference for UN 
Secre tary General’s 
Peace-building Fund, 
said that the pledge 
underscores Pakistan’s 
longstanding political, 
human and financial 
commitment to UN’s 
endeavors in peace-
keeping and peace-
building.

He also reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s commitment 
to multilateral coopera-
tion for preserving 
peace, preventing con-
flict and realizing the 
Sustainable Develop 
ment Goals (SDGs).

Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said as a major 
troop and police con-
tributing country, 
Pakistan take pride in 
its rich UN peacekeep-
ing history.

He said over the last 
60 years, Pakistan s 
peacekeepers have rep-
resented the blue flag in 
46 UN Missions across 
four continents of the 
world.

He said over the last 60 
years, Pakistan s peace-
keepers have repre-
sented the blue flag in 46 
UN Missions across four 
continents of the world.

SC issues notice to NAB on 
Zardari’s plea for transfer of 

graft cases
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Supreme Court issued 
on Wednesday a notice 
to the National 
Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) on a petition by 
former president Asif 
Ali Zardari seeking 
transfer of corruption 
cases filed against him 
in Islamabad’s accounta-
bility courts to Karachi.
An apex court bench, 
headed by Justice Umar 
Ata Bandial, also issued 
notices to the PPP co-
chairman’s sister Faryal 
Talpur and all other peo-
ple nominated as 
accused along with 
Zardari in the graft ref-
erences. During the pre-
liminary hearing today, 
the SC bench observed 

that it needs to deter-
mine under what condi-
tions the top court 
ordered for filing of ref-
erences in Islamabad. 
The SC’s Jan 7, 2019 ver-
dict is final, which can 
neither be reversed nor 
implementation of it 
stalled.
Zardari’s lawyer Farooq 
H Naek contended that 
it’s his client’s right to 
file a plea for transfer of 
a case under the NAB 
law, which couldn’t be 
taken away by the court 
through the verdict.
Justice Bandial noted 
that the cases were filed 
in Islamabad by the NAB 
on the basis of various 
accusations. He said the 
corruption watchdog 
filed the references in 
Islamabad on the court 

order.
The SC judge asked if 
Asif Ali Zardari had ref-
erences filed against him 
in Islamabad in the past, 
to which the counsel 
replied that references 
were instituted against 
his client in Lahore and 
Rawalpindi and one was 
even heard at Attock 
Fort. He said the former 
president got acquitted 
in all the cases in the 
past. The hearing was 
adjourned for one 
month.
On November 3, Asif Ali 
Zardari approached the 
SC, requesting the court 
to transfer the graft 
cases filed against him 
by the NAB from 
Islamabad’s courts to 
similar courts in Karachi 
where he lives.

Analysis Quetta Voice 

Maulana Muhammad Khan Sherani’s 
differences with Maulana Fazal ur 
Rehman are nothing new. Sherani 
served as the Chief of Jamiat ul Ulema e 
Islam (JUI) for around two decades in 
Balochistan and considered to be the 
kingmaker in almost all previously 
formed coalition governments.

It was Sherani, not Maulana to distrib-
ute portfolios among the legislators 
while forming an alliance with various 
political parties. The JUI (F) chief had 
nominal control over the party affairs 
when it comes to Balochistan earlier.

Late Maulana Noor Muhammad made 
abortive attempts to replace Sherani 

QUETTA: Late Maulana Noor 
Muhammad, a former member national 
assembly from Quetta and a staunch 
supporter of the Afghan Taliban made 
abortive attempts to defeat Sherani in 
provincial amarat’s elections.

Sherani used to win the provincial 
amir’s election without any strong oppo-

sition. It was Maulana Sherani who 
formed governments with late Nawab 
Akbar Khan Bugti in 1988, Sardar 
Akhtar Mengal in 1997, late Jam 
Muhammad Yousaf in 2002 and Nawab 
Muhammad Aslam Raisani in 2008.

He used to distribute tickets among 
the candidates for the national, provin-
cial, and senate seats. Sherani suffered a 
major set-back when Maulana Faiz 
Muhammad elected as the provincial 
amir of JUI Balochistan with Malik 
Sikandar once the blue-eyed of the latter 
as the general secretary of the party.

Sherani suffered a major setback when 
Maulana Wasey contested the election 
against him 

During the 2013 elections, Malik 
Sikandar was calling the shots and con-
sidered to be a trusted man of Maulana 
Fazal ur Rehman. However, Sherani suf-
fered another major blow when Maulana 
Wasey who served as senior minister 
Balochistan twice with the support of 
Sherani parted his ways with the latter. 
Wasey was considered to be Sherani’s 

man.
Wasey contested elections against 

Maulana Sherani and won with an over-
whelming majority as provincial amir. 
Maulana Wasey enjoyed the trust and 
support of Maulana Fazal ur Rehman. 
Subsequently, Sherani’s era came to an 
end in the JUI (F).

Sherani is known for going against an 
established perception 

Sherani is known for going against an 
established perception. When the 
Taliban were ruling over Afghanistan. 
Sherani openly opposed the Taliban’s 
policies and narrowly escaped two major 
suicide attacks.

As far as the current stance of Sherani 
is concerned, perhaps the latter had no 
option other than overtly challenging 
Maulana Fazal ur Rehman for political 
life. Although, Shernai has lost control 
over the electables and influential cadre 
of the party. But, the outspoken clergy-
man has the potential to harm the narra-
tive of Maulana and the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM). Sherani 

may not win any seat in the future but 
can upset the mandate of JUI (F) that has 

a strong vote-bank in various parts of 
Balochistan.

Does Sherani pose a serious threat to Maulana?

Improvement of law & 
order in Balochistan top 

priority: Jam Kamal

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Improv 
ement of law and order 
situation in Balochistan is 
top priority of the govern-
ment for which it is taking 
solid steps.

These views were 
expressed by Balochistan 
Chief Minister Jam Kamal 
while talking to media 
persons on Islamabad. 

He said development of 
province is being focused. 

Annual development pro-
gram envisages develop-
ment schemes for all the 
districts of Balochistan, 
he added.

Jam Kamal said devel-
opment projects worth 
thirty billion rupees have 
been approved for Quetta.

He said that peace and 
stability are vital for 
development of any area 
and every possible step is 
being taken to ensure 
peace in Balochistan.

Govt failed to give any 
relief to the people: PPP
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Secret 
ary Information 
Pakistan Peoples 
Party Parliam entari-
ans, Shazia Atta 
Marri MNA has said 
that the selected fed-
eral government has 
totally failed to give 
any relief to the peo-
ple instead increas-
ing the troubles of 
the common citizens.
Addressing a press 
conference flanked 
by Deputy Chairman 
Senate Saleem 
Mandvi wala in Isla 
mabad on Wedn 
esday, she said that 
the government has 
increased power tar-
iff about 15 times 
since it has been 
imposed on the peo-
ple of Pakistan. She 
said that the govern-
ment has succumbed 

before the IMF and 
accepting every con-
dition by the IMF. 
Shazia Marri said 
that the people are 
not in a mood to give 
any more time to this 
selected govern-
ment. She con-
demned torture on 
students in Lahore 
and initiation of 
cases against 500 
students. 
She said that the 
government on one 
hand failed to pro-
vide any relief to the 
people and on the 
other wants to 
usurp three hospi-
tals in Sindh which 
are providing heal 
th facilities to the 
people free of cost. 
The government has 
destroyed PIMS and 
the employees are 
protesting in 
Islamabad.
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Hassan Niazi

In the end, Donald 
Trump did make his-
tory. Just not the way he 
would have wanted

Before his tenure as 
President, Congress had 
only impeached a presi-
dent twice in its history. 
By the end of his term 
that number has dou-
bled. He is the first 
American president to 
be impeached twice.

Definitely, not the way 
he wanted things to end.

Distinguishing this 
impeachment from the 
one that happened a 
year ago is the existence 
of bipartisan support, 
with even Trump’s ena-
bler-in-chief, Mitch 
McConnell, adding his 
voice to the chorus of 
discontent against 
Trump’s actions. A man 
that spent the last four 
years as Trump’s most 
loyal acolyte appears to 
have grown a con-
science, or more likely, 
saw that the ship was 
sinking and decided to 
cut his losses.

Whatever the reasons 
for the change of heart of 
some Republicans, the 
question remains 
whether this impeach-
ment will have a differ-
ent result from the one 
that came before. Will 
the Senate actually vote 
to convict this time?

The nature of the 
charges demands a dif-
ferent response. The arti-
cles of impeachment 
against Trump charge 
him for inciting violence 
against the government 
of the United States. An 
attack on democracy 
isn’t just a turn of phrase 
this time around, it is lit-
erally what happened. 
By encouraging thou-
sands of his supporters 
to attack the US Capitol, 
Trump, as head of the 
executive branch, con-
doned an attack on the 
legislature to overturn 
the results of a legitimate 
election.

Constitutional princi-
ples regarding the sepa-
ration of powers would 
become meaningless 
rhetoric if such attacks 

resulted in zero account-
ability. Principles that 
should be above partisan 
politics. The gravity of 
Trump’s actions merits a 
conviction in the Senate, 
a conviction that shows 
bipartisan support for 
higher constitutional 
values. Glimmers of this 
mobilisation for democ-
racy were seen when the 
House of Represent 
atives voted to impeach. 
Ten Repub licans broke 
ranks and voted with the 
Demo crats. For perspec-
tive, there were no 
Republ icans who voted 
to imp each in the House 
last year. But the Senate 
vote comes with not just 
a need for higher num-
bers, but higher stakes. A 
two-thirds vote is 
needed for conviction, 
meaning around 17 
Republicans in the 
Senate would have to 
join the Democrats.

There is a possibility 
that this could happen 
this time around, first, 
based simply on the 
precedent that would be 
set by an acquittal. As 

mentioned already, 
Trump’s actions were 
such a severe attack on 
democratic principles 
that even staunch 
Republicans would be 
wary of letting him off 
the hook. An acquittal 
would signal that a loser 
of an election can incite 
violence to overturn the 
result. A precedent that, 
in the words of 
McConnell, would send 
American democracy 
into a “death spiral”.

Second, a Trump con-
viction could be seen as a 
benefit for the Republican 
Party. Under the US 
Constitution, Trump 
can, upon a successful 
vote of conviction in the 
Senate, be subject to a 
second vote that bars 
him from ever holding 
federal office. This sec-
ond vote would require a 
simple majority and may 
be seen by many 
Republicans as a good 
way of getting rid of 
Trump once and for all; 
eliminating the spectre 
of his assault on democ-
racy looming over them 

in the future. An act of 
redemption by the party 
for failing to keep the 
gates of democracy clear 
of megalomaniacs. The 
third factor that could 
come into play is 
McConnell himself. If he 
throws his weight 
behind conviction, the 17 
votes will come. There 
have been some state-
ments from him signal-
ing that this could hap-
pen. McConnell was also 
in the Capitol when the 
mob descended, and that 
memory might influence 
his decision.

However, McConnell 
is unlikely to want an 
intra-party battle during 
a time when Democrats 
have taken control of 
both the legislature and 
the executive branches. It 
is difficult in this climate 
to see McConnell proac-
tively try to bring down 
Trump. What is more 
likely is his silent 
detachment from the 
proceedings, in contrast 
to his spirited defense of 
Trump last year.

Finally, and perhaps 

the most likely route to 
17, a conviction could be 
brought about through a 
group of senior 
Republicans who would 
want Trump eliminated 
from a 2024 presidential 
run. Trump has already 
indicated he would run 
for President again, and 
his immense support 
would prove problem-
atic for any challenger. 
This may cause influen-
tial Republicans with 
presidential aspirations, 
such as Lindsey 
Graham, Ted Cruz, and 
Marco Rubio, to attempt 
to get a conviction and 
bar Trump from federal 
office for purely per-
sonal goals.

Any of these factors 
could come into play to 
get 17 Republicans to 
vote against Trump in 
the Senate. But there is 
another, more likely, 
political calculus that 
has to be considered. 
Trump’s massive popu-
larity and loyal support 
base means that any 
Republican who votes 
against him.

Trump’s last stand

University of Balochistan: tales from the past
Amjad Rasheed 

I am writing these lines 
with mixed feelings of 
accomplishment and 
unfulfilled objectives. 
The tale dates back to 
the mid-’80s from the 
University of 
Balochistan. The 
University full of life, 
music, Drama, friend-
ship, and dreams of 
youth to reach the 
heights of success.

The university pro-
duced leaders like Dr. 
Malik Baloch, Usman 
Kakar, Waheed Baloch, 
Hamid Shakil. Famous 
scientists like Dr. 
Akhter Muhammad 
Kasi, Dr. Abdul Haq 
Achakzai, Dr. Abdul 
Nabi, Dr. Abdullah, and 
many more. UoB served 
as a hub of political 
activities 

The same institution 
was also a hub of politi-

cal activities and almost 
every student and 
teacher was engaged in 
some political education 
and activity. On the 
other hand, it was and 
still, had been unable to 
deliver good quality 
education despite hav-
ing many world-class 
teachers mentioned 
above. I will write about 
the delivery of poor 
education in the univer-
sity in my next written 
expression. However, 
the tale continues and 
from the same univer-
sity, many emerged as 
political leaders and 
reach the top political 
positions like Chief 
Minister, Speaker of the 
provincial assembly, 
ministers, senators, 
some joined bureau-
cracy and served as sec-
retaries and still serving 
the province.

Some joined other 

professions like journal-
ism, agriculture, medi-
cal, etc. I was among 
those who chose the 
path to be in the social 
sector and contribute to 
alleviating poverty 
from our province.

All of us enjoyed 
respect, repute, and rec-
ognition by serving our 
society.

University produced 
world-famed artists, 
writers, and performers 

However, the most 
effective and vibrant 
group was the people 
who were emotionally 
and culturally intelli-
gent and smarter than 
all of us were the poets, 
writers, artists, and per-
formers. They were the 
ones who served, pre-
served, and promoted 
the true culture, history, 
and our soft power at all 
levels from local to 
international levels.

Legends like Atta 
Shad( Ghalib of 
Balochistan), Faiz 
Baloch( though not a 
graduate but he was a 
professor to me) Ayub 
Khoso, Abdullah Jan 
Ghaznavi, Qadir 
Baloch, and many more.

These heroes and art-
ists not only promoted 
our culture and history 
at various levels but also 
mobilized youth 
towards the right path. 
Unfortunately, these 
heroes were never rec-
ognized and respected 
by our pseudo elite.

Lip service paid to the 
contribution of artists

Only lip service was 
paid to their contribu-
tion on certain occa-
sions. We can watch 
many diplomats dem-
onstrating their fantas-
tic service abroad as 
Ambassadors by talk-
ing about their achieve-

ments beyond our com-
prehension.

On the other hand, 
the role Nusrat Fateh Ali 
Khan, Faiz Baloch, 
Akhter Chanal played 
was the real promotion 
of Pakistan and 
Pakistaniat in the world. 
I witness today that 
these heroes are living 
miserable lives both 
financially and socially.

They deserve real rec-
ognition and rewards 
not like one shield and 
award on national days, 
but proper support 
through institutions 
where they must con-
tinue their struggle and 
noble work of promot-
ing art and culture.

Greece was known 
for the culture of dia-
logue and promotion of 
democracy Only sci-
ence, technology, and 
wealth are not known as 
progress. Greece is not 

known because of its 
technological advance-
ment but because of its 
culture of dialogue and 
promotion of democ-
racy through dialogue, 
art, and culture. There 
was no Stephen 
Hawking’s, but Aristotle 
who was leading 
Athens. Confucius was 
the one who through his 
philosophy and teach-
ings created society. 
Buddha was a poet-art-
ist and mentor to lead 
the society.

We have all our 
heroes but we are failed 
to give them their due 
recognition. I wish if we 
may celebrate the com-
ing 23rd March by pay-
ing tribute to all our art-
ists, poets, and writers 
and making some com-
mitment to give them 
their due recognition 
and where we should 
not say with shame.

No sane person can support and defend 

recent acts committed by Levies Force in 

Balochistan’s Mastung and Killa Abdullah 

districts. The videos that went viral on social 

media provide ample support to a narrative 

that the force lacks professional capacity and 

is subservient to tribal chieftains.

The videos appeared to be a major setback 

for the political forces defending the force 

from villages to parliament. The first video, 

where levies men were opening fire on a 

donkey and then filming, caused an outrage 

on social media platforms. The incident hap-

pened in Balochistan’s Mastung district.

People condemned the filming and killing of 

an animal in such a brutal way. The video 

prompted deputy commissioner Mastung, 

Mehbood Achakzai to suspend two levies 

officials for the act.

The force was yet to recover from the dam-

age of killing and filming a donkey when 

another video of the levies men torturing 

and humiliating a person went viral. The 

Levies personnel put a chain around the 

neck of the person for what they claim shout-

ing at them at the Garang Checkpost near 

Chaman, Pakistan’s bordering city with 

Afghanistan.

In the video, levies men ask the man to shout 

as revenge. A hot debate started on social 

media with people strongly condemning the 

force. The outrage and condemnation 

prompted the acting deputy commissioner 

Killa Abdullah, Zakaullah Durrani to sus-

pend 10 levies officials for the act.

Levies administratively control 90 percent 

area of Balochistan

The force introduced and established by the 

British rulers has been functioning in 

Balochistan for last more than a century. 

Levies force administratively controls over 

90 percent area of the province that covers 

half of the country. Police have almost 

administrative control over 10 percent area 

in Balochistan.

Levies predominantly consist of local offic-

ers and personnel who belong to indigenous 

tribes in all districts of the province. Levies 

are well aware of local customs, norms, val-

ues, and have knowledge of the geography of 

every area. A major reason behind the estab-

lishment of this force by English rulers was 

to maintain the law and order situation 

through indigenous people.

To be precise, people also undermine the 

force. However, the way levies recently 

behaved with the young man in Chaman 

cannot be endorsed and justified. This also 

exposes the quality of training and capacity 

of the force.

Levies force needs to be trained and equipped 

to maintain the law and order situation in 

Balochistan as promised by the government. 

In addition to this, Levies officers and jawans 

need to be taught about the growing impacts 

of social media and the revolution of infor-

mation technology.

Gone are the days, when such incidents 

would go unnoticed. Now the technology 

has empowered every individual to express 

his/ her opinion through a smartphone and 

report such inhuman acts. The force should 

be trained in line with the requirement of the 

modern era.

Levies Force 
Balochistan

Questions about the vaccine
Kamal Siddiqi

Apart from money, the big-
ger issue is the availability 
of the vaccine

Amidst all the questions 
being raised over why 
Pakistan hasn’t started giv-
ing its citizens Covid-19 
vaccines, the good news is 
that China has announced 
that it will provide a batch 
of Covid-19 vaccine to us as 
aid and will actively coordi-
nate with the relevant 
Chinese enterprise to speed 
up the export of vaccines.

It has promised to pro-
vide 500,000 doses of a coro-
navirus vaccine to Pakistan 
by January 31, which will 
help kick off the country’s 
Covid vaccination drive. So 
far so good. Pakistan has set 
a target of vaccinating 70 
million people to achieve 
‘herd immunity’. This 
means that the country 
needs 140 million doses. As 
part of the UN’s COVAX 
alliance, which has commit-
ted 50 million doses, there 
is an unmet target of almost 
90 million doses excluding 
the 1.2 million Chinese 

doses we expect to receive.
The government has allo-

cated $150 million to pro-
cure Covid-19 vaccines to 
cover the most vulnerable 
5% of the population. The 
1.2 million doses of the 
Chinese vaccine, however, 
would only be enough for 
0.2% of the population.

Apart from money, the 
bigger issue is the availabil-
ity of the vaccine, as orders 
from leading suppliers have 
already been booked for 
2021. Development profes-
sional Hasaan Khawar 
lamented in an earlier col-
umn that so far Pakistan 
does not have a vaccination 
plan. It therefore needs to 
act fast and find more 
money and vaccines, or else 
it will be left far behind in 
this race.

Blame has started to fly 
already. Sindh Health 
Minister Dr Azra Pechuho 
has expressed fears that 
Pakistan would be the last 
country to vaccinate its peo-
ple. The response of the fed-
eral government regarding 
acquiring vaccines for the 
people is very slow and dis-

appointing, she says, asking 
instead that the provincial 
government be allowed to 
negotiate with foreign coun-
tries and the private compa-
nies to purchase vaccines 
directly. Health writer 
Waqar Bhatti says that the 
issue is not that of a slow 
response. It has more to do 
with the fact that many 
Western countries had 
pumped in billions of dol-
lars to develop the vaccine 
and now that these vaccines 
are being rolled out, they 
have the priority.

So far, at least seven vac-
cines have been approved, 
out of which five have been 
approved for use outside 
their country of approval, 
including those by Pfizer, 
Moderna, Oxf ord-Astra-
Zeneca, Sinopharm and 
Sputnik V. A number of 
other vaccines are in the 
advanced stages of approval 
including those by Johnson 
and Johnson, Novovax and 
Bharat Biotech. It is not a 
level playing field for devel-
oping countries. Out of a 
total of 7.2 billion doses 
booked so far, 72% have been 

booked by high or upper 
middle-income countries, 
28% by lower middle-income 
countries (including 75% 
booked by India alone) and 
almost nothing by low-
income countries.

Some have wondered why 
Pakistan could not be used 
to produce vaccines like has 
been the case in India. In an 
article, Dr Pervez Hoodbhoy, 
a physicist and writer, tries 
to give a reply when he com-
ments on why there is no 
Covid vaccine. Without a 
scientific culture, a country 
can only consume and trade. 
Pakistan, he says, functions 
as a nation of shopkeepers, 
among others. There are 
even a few good poets and 
writers. With so few genuine 
scientists and researchers, it 
produces little new knowl-
edge or products. Is all lost? 
Not really. One positive 
development is that final-
stage trials of two vaccines 
developed by Chinese com-
panies — China National 
Biotec Group (CNBG) and 
Sinovac Biotech Ltd — are 
also being held in Pakistan.

It is understood the 

Phase-I trial of the 
Sinopharm vaccine that was 
being conducted in Karachi 
has reached the final stage. 
The vaccine has been devel-
oped by the Beijing Institute 
of Biological Products, a 
subsidiary of state-owned 
conglomerate Sinopharm. 
The company announced 
last month that preliminary 
data from last-stage trials 
had shown it to be 79.3% 
effective.

Pakistan has also allowed 
the private sector import of 
the vaccine. While this is a 
good initiative, it is unlikely 
that the private sector 
would get significant vac-
cine supply in 2021. The bot-
tom line? It will take a cou-
ple of years for a sizable 
portion of Pakistan’s popu-
lation to be vaccinated 
against Covid-19. Let us 
keep our fingers crossed 
and hope for things to 
change for the better in 
times to come.

Like Opinion & Editorial 
on Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

Impacts of digital journalism on Balochistan press
Syed Muhammad 
Qaseem

Technology changed 
the map of journalism, 
Mobile and other tech-
nologies are playing a 
role as a catalyst in the 
digital evolution. Social 
media applications and 
news websites have 
changed the shape of 
the transfer of news 
from publishers to peo-
ple.

If we compare digital 
with print media, so 
digital media is more 
efficient because it is 
less costly and less 
time-consuming. With 
one click you can edit 
and post the news on 
multiple websites. As 
digital journalism came 
now everyone with a 
smartphone can per-
form as a journalist and 
shares his or her opin-
ion freely.

That’s why peoples’ 
dependency on tradi-
tional/ formal media is 
decreasing.
IMPACT OF COVID-19 
ON PEOPLE

2020 was a shocking 
year for every field of 
life. All of the govern-

mental and non-gov-
ernmental institutions 
remain closed. In the 
lockdown, every news 
was available on smart-
phones which changed 
our habit to watch 
mobile phones rather 
than TV and read news-
papers on pdf rather 
than hard copies.
IMPACTS ON 
T R A D I T I O N A L 
JOURNALISM IN 
Balochistan

More than 150 news-
papers are being pub-
lished from the prov-
ince. Only a few have 
switched towards digi-
tal journalism and the 
majority preferred the 
old/ outdated style. 
Their 100 percent 
dependency is on offi-
cial advertisements. 
The publishers and 
owners have not been 
able to generate reve-
nue through digital me 
dia. National media 
has already scaled 
down its presence in 
terms of manpower 
and equipment when it 
comes to Balochistan. 
However, the local 
press and journalists 
are yet to recognize the 

growing impact of dig-
ital journalism.

The traditional 
media has a big disad-
vantage in that some-
times it doesn’t run 
news that has fewer

viewers. Only those 
publishers can survive 
who have transferred 
to websites and have 
the

skills to catch sub-
scriptions.
THE YEAR 2021
The year 2021 will 
bring a mega change in 
journalism, the busi-
ness of every TV chan-
nel or newspaper will 
be shifted to subscrip-
tions. Only a few jour-
nalists with talent will 
be accepted while oth-
ers will lose their jobs.

Most of the news-
rooms will be empty 
because it is possible to 
make newspapers, 
reports, live programs 
from their bedrooms. 
Every office will need a 
small number of key 
staff. The publishers 
who still depend on 
print advertisements 
will face a difficult year 
because of closures and 
cost cuttings. More 

than 75 percent of 
Editors and CEOs say 
that the lockdown has 
boosted their plan for 
digital change. Their 
business is accelerated 
because they provide 
news faster than ever 
with only one click.
5G OUTBREAK

5G will bring new 
faster devices. The 5G 
will make it possible to 
connect more devices at 
a time which will make 
data transfer quicker 
and will make our 
dream true of smart 

homes, smart cities, 
and automation in cars, 
etc. In 2021 more than 
600 million mobiles 
will be 5G enabled. The 
5G will improve mobile 
reporting and will 
make it easier to make 
packages from any 
location, a report by 
the Reuters foundation 
reveals. 

CONCLUSION
Amid mushroom 

growth of technology, 
the world is becoming 
smarter in which 
human beings are 

totally dependent on 
machines. A lot of the 
people will be jobless, 
and they will be blam-
ing governments. This 
year will be decisive 
for the publishers to 
get out of the crisis 
and increase their 
number of subscrip-
tions. 

Impacts of digital 
journalism on 
Balochistan press

The author is a stu-
dent of the software 
engineering depart-
ment BUITEMS
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KARACHI: Rear Admiral Adnan Khaliq handing over Command Scroll to Rear Admiral Abid Hameed during change of Command 
ceremony of Pakistan Navy Commander Logistic held at PN Dockyard. INP
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Punjab now a paradise 
for investors: CM 
Usman Buzdar

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Chief Minister 
of Punjab Sardar Usman 
Buzdar on Tuesday said 
that Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government 
took revolutionary steps 
for promoting investment 
and now Punjab has 
become a paradise for 
investors.

As per details, a delega-
tion of investors met 
Punjab CM and expressed 
interest in making invest-
ments in the province. 

During the meeting, 
Usman Buzdar said that 

facilities are being pro-
vided to national and 
international businessmen 
under one roof.

Usman Buzdar said that 
cabinet has approved in 
principle the establish-
ment of Lahore Central 
Business Development 
Authority, which will work 
to promote business activi-
ties in nearby areas of 
Walton Airport.

There is no hurdle to 
investment in the province 
because I personally moni-
tor all aspects of business 
activities, Usman Buzdar 
emphasized.

Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: Special Assistant 
to Chief Minister Punjab on 
Information Dr Firdous 
Ashiq Awan has said that 
the World Bank’s Country 
Director for Pakistan Najy 
Benhassine during his meet-
ing with the Chief Minister 
Usman Buzdar discussed 
about investing $2 billion in 
five important sectors adding 
that the investment will be 
made in 5Gs sectors includ-
ing girls’ education, clean 
and green Pakistan and last 

but not the least improving 
governance standards. She 
expressed these views while 
addressing a press confer-
ence flanked by Provincial 
Minister for Livestock Sardar 
Husnain Bahadar Dreshak at 
DGPR Office on Tuesday. 

Talking to media, Dr 
Firdous said that the World 
Bank will provide assistance 
to overcome problems in 
tourism, education and 
health sectors. She said that 
elimination of corruption is 
only possible through 
e-Governance and the gov-

ernment is effectively pur-
suing the Digital Punjab 
vision.  She said that the 
important spell of Chief 
Minister has started and he 
has won two wickets of 
PML-N in two days and the 
process will continue. She 
said that day is not far when 
PTI will clean bowled the 
whole team of opposition 
and they will be sent back to 
pavilion. 

The Special Assistant said 
that the miserable condition 
of opposition clearly shows 
that the PTI will win the 
Senate election with a big 
margin adding that the 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
does not want to repeat the 
past practice of floor-cross-
ing in Senate election and 
this is the reason that use of 
‘show of hand’ has been 
demanded by him. She said 
that the Sharif family is the 
pioneer of introducing ill-
political practice of horse-
trading in Pakistan and the 
shrieks of their horse-trading 
were notorious from Changa 
Manga to Balochistan.  Dr 

Firdous said the PML-N poli-
tics is filled with the practice 
of corruption and the corrupt 
are facing the consequences 
of their past misdeeds. She 
said that Shehbaz Sharif is in 
jail not for patriotism but for 
corruption.  Responding to a 
question, the Special 
Assistant said that if any dis-
gruntled member of other 
party share any public woe 
with the Chief Minister then 
it is responsibility of the CM 
to listen to him. “We may 
have political differences but 
there is no difference of 
opinion on our commitment 
towards public welfare agen-
das,” she added.  

Dr Firdous said the 
PML-N is well aware of Asif 
Ali Zardari adding that the 
PDM is divided on its narra-
tive. She said the differences 
in PML-N legislators to 
bring a vote of no confi-
dence against the Prime 
Minister shows that the 
PML-N has many narra-
tives.  While criticizing 
Modi on the Republic Day of 
India, the SACM said that 

although India claims to be 
the world’s largest democ-
racy but its true face has 
been exposed because of 
Indian army atrocities on 
innocent Kashmiris and 
human rights violation in 
the Indian occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir. “We strongly 
condemn the human rights 
violation and ill-treatment 
of Muslims, Sikhs and other 
minorities in India,” she 
added. She said that obser-
vance of black day by the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir on the Republic 
Day of India proves that 
their hearts beat with the 
Pakistani people. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Sardar Husnain said that 
the government has imple-
mented a comprehensive 
strategy for development of 
livestock sector and efforts 
are being made to improve 
the performance of livestock 
department. He said, “It is 
our good luck that PM Imran 
Khan and CM Usman 
Buzdar are focusing on live-
stock on priority basis.”

WB to invest $2 bln in five important 
sectors of Punjab: Dr. Firdous

News Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of National Business Group of 
FPCCI, President Pakistan Businessmen and Intelle 
ctuals Forum and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, Mian 
Zahid Hussain has said that the suspension of natural 
gas to captive plants will hit production, exports, 
investments and jobs. 

Talking to business community on Monday, he said 
the decision to shut down captive power plants will 
also hit revenue, tax targets and foreign exchange 
reserves. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the decision to link 
factories having captive power plants to the national 
grid should be reconsidered as the feeble power infra-
structure is unable to provide continued electricity.

Suspension of gas supply to industries will not 
improve the situation in the country but it will leave 
three hundred thousand workers in the textile sector 
which other sectors will also suffer, he warned. 

The business leader said that the supply chain sup-
porting the export sector will also be shattered creating 
more problems to the industrial sector. 

Decision has been taken at a time when the export 
industry has bagged unprecedented orders and billions 
have been invested in capacity building and expansion 
which is being wasted, he noted. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that production, trans-
mission and distribution system of the power sector is 
highly inefficient which is wasting twenty percent of 
the production resulting in circular dent amounting to 
almost Rs2.5 trillion.  Power outages and disruption is 
damaging machinery adding to repaid costs and put-
ting timely completion of export orders at stake, he 
said, adding that the export sector should establish 
their own terminal and start importing LNG to find 
some relief.

Captive power plants 
closure to hit production, 

exports & jobs: Mian Zahid
Kashmir has brought 

region at brink of nuclear 
war: APHC

News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian 
illegally occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
the All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference 
has said that India, 
which claims to be the 
largest democracy in 
the world, has been 
depriving the 
Kashmiri people of all 
political, economic 
and religious rights for 
the past 73 years by the 
dint of gun. 

According to 
Kashmir Media 
Service, Molvi Bashir 
Ahmad, APHC 
General Secretary, in a 
statement issued in 
Srinagar, said that 
Kashmiri people are 
not against celebration 
of democracy by a 
country but India has 
no right to celebrate 
the same in IIOJK as it 
has usurped 

Kashmiris’ political 
rights in the name of 
democracy. 

The strike is the 
only effective way to 
keep the international 
community informed 
about the atrocities 
perpetrated on the 
Kashmiris by India, he 
said and urged the 
world to play its 
important role in find-
ing a just solution to 
the long-running 
Kashmir dispute in 
accordance with the 
aspirations of the 
Kashmiri people. 

Molvi Bashir 
Ahmad said that due 
to the unresolved 
Kashmir dispute, the 
South Asian region 
was at the brink of 
nuclear war and the 
political and economic 
future of millions of 
people in the region 
was in grave danger. 

He said it was the 

responsibility of the 
international commu-
nity to resolve the 
Kashmir dispute polit-
ically to avert the 
impending catastro-
phe.  Recognizing the 
sensitivities, a compre-
hensive dialogue pro-
cess should be ensured 
between India, Pakist 
an and the Kashmiri 
leadership to resolve 
this long-standing dis-
pute, he stressed. 

The APHC General 
Secretary called upon 
the world to take India 
accountable for sup-
pressing the 
Kashmiris’ legitimate 
struggle for freedom, 
violent acts, restric-
tions on peaceful polit-
ical activities and the 
massacre of unarmed 
people at the hands of 
its brutal forces in the 
occupied territory. He 
said that the rule of 
extremist.

Indian Republic Day 
observed as Black Day 

in AJK
INP NEWS

MUZAFFARABAD: India’s 
Republic Day was 
observed as Black Day in 
Azad Kashmir, Pakistan 
and wherever Kashmiris 
live in the world with 
renewed pledge to con-
tinue the struggle for right 
to self-determination till 
its logical conclusion. 

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the day was 
observed near Line of 
Control in Azad Kashmir 
under the aegis of Pasban-
e-Hurriyat Jammu and 
Kashmir. Hundreds of 
people carrying black flags 
and wearing black ribbons 
participated in the rally 
held at Chakoti, 
Muzaffarabad.

Effigies of Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Defense Minister Rajnath 
Singh, Indian Home 
Minister Amit Shah, 
Indian Army Chief 
General Manoj Makand 
Nirvana and Bipin Rawat 
were set on flames.  

Protesters burnt tires to 
record their protest against 
Indian state repression in 
occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

While addressing the 
protesters, Chairman of 
Pasban-e-Hurriyat Jammu 
and Kashmir Uzair Ahmad 
Ghazali said that India 
was not a democratic coun-
try but a system of terror, 
oppression and barbarism. 
Other speakers said that 
the Indian forces were 
destroying peace by shell-
ing unarmed civilians on 
the ceasefire line. 

Among those who 
addressed the rally 
included Shaukat Javed 
Mir, Shakirul Islam, Javed 
Ahmed Mughal, Azmat 
Hayat Kashmiri, Peerzada 
Syed Sultan, Raja Qasid, 
Zahid ul Qamar Khan, 
Javed Ahmed Mughal, 
Shabbir Ahmed Abbasi, 
Chaudhry Muhammad 
Riaz, Tahir Muhammadi, 
Abrar Abbasi and 
Muhammad Aimal 
Farzam.

ANF foils 
bid to 

smuggle 
drugs to 

Doha, one 
arrested

News Desk

LAHORE: The Anti Narc 
otics Force (ANF) foiled a 
bid to smuggle drugs to 
Doha and arrested an 
accused at Allama Iqbal 
International Airport 
Lahore on Tuesday. 

According to details, the 
ANF during search of bag-
gage of a passenger at 
Lahore Airport recovered 
five kilogram heroin hid-
den in secret cavities of the 
trolley.  The ANF arrested 
the accused leaving for Do 
ha via Italy through Qatar 
Airway flight QR-621.

The recovered heroin 
worth million of rupees in 
international market was 
confiscated and the 
detainee was being inves-
tigation.

APHC appeals IIOJK 
people to observe Indian 

R-Day as Black Day
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) 
has appealed to the people to observe India’s Republic 
Day on January 26 as Black Day to protest against New 
Delhi’s continued denial of their right to self-determina-
tion, reports Kashmir Media Service.

The APHC spokesman in a statement issued in Srinagar 
asked the people of IIOJK to observe complete shutdown 
and civil curfew on January 26 to convey the message to 
the world that they reject India’s illegal occupation of their 
soil. The spokesman rejected India’s claim of being a dem-
ocratic country. He maintained that India is a fascist and 
imperialist state, which is using all inhuman, illegal and 
undemocratic tactics and committing war crimes to per-
petuate its illegal hold on the occupied territory.

He said that since the unilateral and illegal move of 
August 05, 2019, over nine hundred thousand Indian 
troops had held the entire population of IIOJK hostage. He 
added that the troops were killing the Kashmiri youth in 
fake encounters in the occupied territory while innocent 
people including Hurriyat leaders and activists were being 
arrested on baseless charges. The spokesman said that 
India had turned IIOJK into a military garrison and 
imposed undeclared martial law in the territory. He said 
that despite these Indian brutalities, the people of Kashmir 
were committed to continue their liberation movement 
and not to give up their struggle for securing their inalien-
able right to self-determination.

Paying glowing tributes to the martyrs of Handwara 
massacre of 1990, the spokesman called for a complete 
strike in Kupwara district on January 25 (Monday).

Wheat procurement 
policy being reviewed, PM 
to approve final proposals: 

Aleem Khan
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab Senior & Food Minister Abdul Aleem 
Khan has said that various proposals are being consid-
ered for the procurement of wheat at the Government 
level for the next season in Punjab and efforts will be 
made to procure wheat and flour in more comprehensive 
manner to disburse to the flour mills. He said that such 
system would be evolved which ensure maximum direct 
benefit of procurement of wheat at the Government level 
to the common man. 

He stated this while presiding over a high-level meet-
ing on procurement of wheat at the Government level 
here in Lahore on Tuesday. Provincial Ministers Mian 
Aslam Iqbal, Hussain Jahania Gardezi, Hashim Jawan 
Bakht, Chief Secretary Punjab and senior officers partici-
pated in the meeting and presented various proposals 
for the wheat procurement drive in their respective 
departments.

Speaking on the occasion, Abdul Aleem Khan said 
that Punjab provides wheat and flour to all the provinces 
as “fruit basket” and from here the wheat goes to Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Afghanistan in every season. He said 
that the final approval of next year’s wheat procurement 
policy would be given by Prime Minister Imran Khan to 
whom recommendations were being sent. 

The Punjab Senior and Food Minister said during the 
high-level meeting, various proposals have also been 
prepared for stabilizing the prices of wheat and flour so 
that the citizens would face minimum difficulties. 

He said that the provincial government has to bear 
heavy financial exchequer on the purchase wheat every 
year and keeping in view of past experience, various 
measures are being considered for procurement of wheat 
and supply to flour mills which will be finalized soon. 
New policy would be applied to the forthcoming wheat 
procurement drive in Punjab, he indicated.

Anti-smuggling drive: 1,482 
illegal petrol pumps sealed

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Following the directives of Prime Minister 
(PM) Imran Khan, as many as 1,482 illegal petrol pumps 
were sealed during an ongoing countrywide crackdown 
against sale of smuggled petroleum products.

The campaign launched against oil smuggling on the 
directives of Prime Minister Imran Khan and led by the 
Ministry of Interior is continuing unabated and showing 
significantly good results.

Among 1,482 sealed fuel stations, 92 were sealed in 
Punjab, 23 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and four were sealed 
in Sindh.

From 11 January, 1,482 petrol pumps have been sealed, 
while 3 million litres of petrol and 10 million litres of 
diesel were seized.

During a meeting on Jan 4, the prime minister was 
informed that the country was deprived of an estimated 
revenue of Rs150 billion per annum due to sale of smug-
gled oil. As many as 2,094 fuel stations were found to be 
involved in sale of smuggled petroleum products in 
three provinces.
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Two arrested at 
Islamabad Airport for 
carrying guns, bullets

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Airports Security Force (ASF) 
recovered weapons and bullets from a car at Islamabad 
Airport on Wednesday and arrested two people.
According to the sources, the ASF personnel searched 
a car and recovered one SMG gun, five dozens of bul-
lets, five SMG magazines, a 12-bore gun and two mag-
azines.
The sources further said that suspects Hamza and 
Shafqat were first taken to the Control Room, and 
after brief questioning were handed over to the police.
Early last month, authorities at Islamabad 
International Airport foiled an attempt to smuggle a 
large quantity of heroin abroad. According to details, 
the personnel of the Airport Security Force (ASF) 
arrested driver of a car at the airport and recovered 
over 21 kilograms of heroin hidden in six packets 
worth millions of rupees. The ASF jawans handed 
over the driver, Muhammad Amin, to Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF).

Punjab 
decides 
against 
basant 

celebrations; 
orders 

effectuation 
of kite ban

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab gov-
ernment on Wednesday 
imposed a complete ban 
on celebrating Basant 
festival besides ordering 
authorities to strictly 
implement the regula-
tions of the prohibition 
of kite flying act.

An important decision 
has been made by the 
Punjab government 
after a meeting between 
Chief Minister Usman 
Buzdar and provincial 
law minister Raja 
Basharat.

It has been decided to 
impose a complete ban 
on the celebration of 
Basant festival across 
Punjab besides restrict-
ing the people from kite 
flying.

Sources told ARY 
News that the govern-
ment decided not to 
allow anyone for kite-
flying. The relevant auth 
orities have received 
reports regarding the 
preparations of Basant 
festival in Faisalabad 
and some other cities in 
the second week of 
February, sources 
added.

It was learnt that CM 
Usman Buzdar has 
rejected all recommen-
dations and suggestions 
to permit the Basant cel-
ebrations, sources said.

The chief minister 
ordered strict action 
against kite flyers, sell-
ers and twine manufac-
turers. He directed the 
strict implementation of 
the regulations under 
the Prohibition of Kite 
Flying Act and actions 
against the violators.

For several years, kite 
flying has been banned 
in Punjab province and 
a punishable act with 
the penalties including 
imprisonment and fines 
or both in accordance 
with the promulgated 
laws.

In 2007, the Supreme 
Court had imposed a ban 
on Basant celebrations 
after the deaths of scores 
of people due to kite’s 
glass-coated strings.

KARACHI: Pakistani batsman Fawad Alam plays a shot during the second day of first cricket test match 
between Pakistan and South Africa in Karachi. INP PHOTO

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chinese 
Vaccine proved safe and effec-
tive, says a number of 
Pakistanis who recently went 
through its clinical trial, 
China Economic Net (CEN) 
reported on Wednesday.  

The clinical Trials was con-
ducted at solely public sector 
institution, the University of 
Health Sciences (UHS) offi-
cially approved by the govern-
ment of Pakistan under strict 
guidelines of the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

“After 48 days of vaccina-
tion so far, my physical condi-
tion is 100 percent fit. My body 
has not observed any change,” 
said Mr. Hussain, 54, who is a 
test subject amongst total of 
18000 trial participants who 
received shots of CanSino dur-
ing Pakistan’s first-ever mas-
sive Phase-III (Last Stage) 
Clinical Trials.

“There was a bit sporadic 
feeling of nausea and throat 
nuisance but it lasted only a 
few seconds. Throughout the 
time span, my health stays 
uncompromised. Physical fit-
ness is up and I am not run-
ning a fever or other medical 
issues,” he says loud and clear.

He appreciated organizers 
for staying in touch with trail 
participants seeking feedback 
to get well-informed about the 
day-to-day sensitivities of vol-
unteers. “Such practices incul-
cate a sense of satisfaction 
among the trail participants 
that they are not used just as 
lab subject. This gives a sense 
that organizers prefer their 
wellness to other motives,” he 
added.  

Another couple, trial partic-
ipants, seeking anonymity say 
that before they were inocu-
lated with China-made 
CanSino, they were skeptical 
about the medial impacts of 
the vaccination under the 
influence of a barrage of mis-
information. 

“Later having convinced by 
other trail participants and 
seeing healthy results, we 
prayed to God and got admin-
istered the shots. God be 
praised we are still hale and 
hearty,” the couple smiled.

UHS is the only state-owned 
institution in Pakistan that 
has been conducting the last 
stage Clinical Trial with par-
ticipants belonging to differ-
ent age groups, gender, social 
strata, and living environ-
ment.  

The rest of the four are pri-
vate medical research centers 
engaged in Phase-III Clinical 
Trial. They are Agha Khan 
Medical University, Karachi, 
Shaukat Khanam Hospital 
(Lahore), Shifa International 
Hospital (Islamabad), and 
Indus Hospital (Karachi).

Debunking myth and neu-
tralizing mist of misinforma-
tion about Chinese drugmak-
ers and their vaccines’ perfor-
mance, Dr. Javed Akram, and 
Vice-Chancellor of UHS and 
member of Scientific Task 
Force on Covid-19 claims in an 
interview with CEN what has 
been swirling around to smear 
Chinese vaccines is a pack of 
lies.  

“So far thousands of shots 
of CanSino have been admin-
istered, not a single case is 
detected with adverse illness 
and death,” he added.  

About vicious propaganda 
to downgrade Chinese vac-
cines in comparison to US and 
European vaccines, he termed 
the debate invalid, saying 
every vaccine has its own mer-
its and demerits and none of 
them could be given prefer-
ence to one another. “It is mis-
leading to say that some vac-
cines either Chinese or 

Western are unfit for humans,” 
he added.  

When asked about the con-
spiracy theory that western 
countries released the vac-
cines’ results while China is 
shying away to do so fearing 
condemnation, he dubbed it 
all as nonsense, saying none of 
the drugmakers had made 
public their final findings of 
Phase-III Clinical Trial.

Dr. Shaheen Shah, the focal 
person on Pakistan Phase-III 
Clinical Trial, which is an 
essential part of global multi-
country and multi-institu-
tional Trials, says that unless 
peer-review procedure is com-
pleted, it is baseless to propa-
gate about any percentage of 
the efficacy of either Chinese 
or Western vaccines. Under 
Good Clinical Practices 
(GCPs) enforced by WHO and 
global regulators, it takes 
more than one year to furnish 
the final findings, he added.

He rubbished the rat race of 
“who is the best” saying “it is 
not a matter of China rather a 
global issue to produce vac-
cines for the protection of 
human beings against mor-
bidity and mortality. 
“Apprehension should not be 
for vaccine-making tech-

Chinese Vaccine proved 
safe and effective: Says trial 

participants

News Desk

LAHORE: Another MPA 
of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
met with Punjab Chief 
Minister (CM) Sardar 
Usman Buzdar on 
Wednesday and reposed 
trust in him as the chief 
minister has started reac 
hing out to the opposition 
lawmakers in a bid to win 
their support for the upco 
ming Senate elections.

MPA Muhammad 
Arshad is the third mem-
ber of the PML-N who 
has met the chief minister 
in the last three days.

Buzdar, on the occa-
sion, issued instructions 
for solving problems of 
MPA’s constituency.

The Punjab chief min-
ister said that members of 
the Punjab Assembly 
were his strength and he 
would give respect to 
them. “I consider the 
problems people’s repre-
sentatives are facing in 
their constituencies like 
my own, and I will always 
be available whenever 
you want to meet me,” he 
assured the PML-N MPA.

Buzdar claimed that 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
(PTI) had emerged as the 
most popular party of the 
country under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.

He further claimed that 
during the last two and 
half years since he was in 
office, he had served 
masses with all sincerity. 
“The PDM is a group of 
politicians who have 
been rejected by the peo-
ple,” he said and added 
these elements were not 
sincere to the country. 
“Their only agenda is to 
create chaos in the coun-
try,” the Punjab chief 
minister alleged.

He hoped that those 
who had plundered the 
national exchequer only 
to fill their pockets could 
not befool the masses. 
“Opposition parties’ 
baseless propaganda, 
which is their trademark, 
has been exposed,” he 
commented. Buzdar 
claimed that the PTI-led 
government was the most 
transparent in the coun-
try’s history and that the 
entire nation looked.

Most-wanted 
terrorist named 

in Red Book 
arrested in Ka-

rachi

Monitoring Desk

KARACHI: A trained ter-
rorist of an outlawed 
organisation, Abbas Jafri, 
was apprehended during 
a joint raid of the Counter-
Terrorism Department 
(CTD) and a sensitive 
institution in Karachi on 
Wednesday.

A most-wanted terror-
ist of a banned organisa-
tion, who was already 
named in the ‘Red Book’ 
compiled by the govern-
ment, was arrested by a 
joint team of CTD officials 
and a sensitive institution 
in Karachi.

According to CTD, 
Abbas Jafri is a close aide 
of another most-wanted 
terrorist Yawar Abbas, 
whereas, his name was 
also included in the gov-
ernment’s ‘Red Book’. The 
raiding team also confis-
cated weapon from his 
possession.  The spokes-
person said that Abbas 
Jafri had received train-
ing from a neighbouring 
country in 2014 where he 
was taught medical and 
intelligence services. 

Another PML-N MPA 
reposes trust in Buzdar as 

Senate vote nears

Bahauddin, Peshawar 
varsities accept students’ 

online exam demand
INP NEWS

PESHAWAR: Peshawar University and Bahauddin 
Zakariya University, Multan on Wednesday have 
agreed to take online exams after students staged 
protests to raise their voice against the on-campus 
examination.

The latest development came after the countrywide 
protests by student bodies for online exams. The pro-
tests were held in Faisalabad, Lahore, Islamabad, 
Multan and Peshawar. 

The protest in Lahore in front of the University of 
Central Punjab and a protest by college students in 
Multan turned violent where police made arrests over 
law and order situation. 

Now, it has emerged that Peshawar University, 
where students gathered outside the VC Office to raise 
their complaints about the on-campus examinations, 
has accepted the demand and issued a circular in this 
regard as well.

The circular further asked the heads of the depart-
ments to take the final term online examination after 
permission from the Higher Education Commission.

A letter has been issued from the Registrar’s Office to 
the heads of all departments, institutes, academies and 
centres. On the other hand, Bahauddin Zakariya 
University in Multan administration has also decided 
to end the physical exams and take online exams.

Reportedly, the Higher Education Commission 
(HEC) will announce its decision on online classes 
soon. Federal Education Minister Shafqat Mehmood 
already asked the HEC to sit and consult with the vice-
chancellors of the universities in order to solve the mat-
ter of protesting students.

On Tuesday, from Islamabad to Lahore and from 
Peshawar to Multan, students of various universities 
protested to press their demands for online examina-
tions instead of on-campus examinations.  The protests 
also intensified after reports of clashes were reported 
from a protest site at the University of Central Punjab 
and Science College and Emerson College in Multan 
respectively. Police baton-charged the irrelevant.

Govt won’t be affected 
by any of opposition’s 

plans: Chaudhry 
Sarwar

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab Gover 
nor Chaudhry Moha 
mmad Sarwar Wedne 
sday said the incumbent 
government will not be 
affected by any of the 
opposition’s plans, be it 
from A to Z.

National Assembly 
Standing Committee on 
Finance, Revenue and 
Economic Affairs Chairm 
an Faizullah Kamoka 
called on the Punjab gov-
ernor. All tactics of 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) failed 
before and similar thing 
will happen in future, 
Chaudhry Sarwar said.

“PDM parties have nei-
ther come on same page 

till date, and nor will they 
come in future. Hurdles 
in development being 
created by the opposition 
are not in the national 
interest. PDM is a tempo-
rary alliance whereas the 
government and its allies 
are united. 

“Prime Minister Imran 
Khan never makes com-
promises and bravely 
faces all problems. The 
process of accountability 
will continue in the coun-
try which is heading in 
right direction for the 
first time.” Faizullah 
Kamoka said work is 
done for the progress of 
common man for the first 
time, and the opposition’s 
agenda based on anarchy 
will fail.

NAB court orders secretary 
health to provide medical 
reports to Shehbaz Sharif

News Desk

LAHORE: Account 
ability court on Wedn 
esday ordered secre-
tary health to provide 
medical reports to 
Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-
N) president and 
opposition leader in 
National Assembly 
(NA) Shehbaz Sharif.

The accountability 
court admin judge 
Jawad-ul-Hassan has 
issued a written ver-
dict on Shehbaz 
Sharif’s plea regarding 
formation of medical 
board.

According to the 
decision, PML-N lead-
er’s personal doctors 
Professor Arif Khan, 
Professor Aqeel Bari 
and Professor Tahir 
Nasar have been 
included in the medi-
cal board.

Shehbaz Sharif’s 
plea stated that he is 
suffering from brain 
tumor and cancer due 
to which he needs his 
medical reports. The 
court cannot ignore 
opposition leader’s 
appeal as per law, the 

judge stated.
Earlier, during the 

hearing of money lau 
ndering case, Shehbaz 
Sharif had submitted 
an appreciation letter 
of Chinese ambassa-
dor in the court on 
which, the National 
Account ability 
Bureau (NAB) prose-
cutor raised objec-
tions. Earlier, Director 
General of NAB 
Lahore had submitted 
a report in the court 
through investigation 
officer on freezing the 
properties of Shehbaz 
Sharif’s wife Nusrat 
Shahbaz, daughter 
Rabia Imran and oth-
ers.

Shehbaz Sharif told 
that there was no doc-
tor dealing with can-
cer patients present in 
the government panel, 
therefore, he requested 
the court to include his 
personal doctor in the 
board. Accountability 
court had declared 
Shehbaz Sharif’s wife 
Nusrat Shahbaz as 
proclaimed offender 
in money laundering 
case.

Nusrat Shahbaz 

was declraed 
absconder over her 
continuous absence in 
case hearings.

On November 11, 
2020, Mian Shehbaz 
Sharif and his son 
Hamza Shehbaz 
Sharif were indicted 
in money laundering 
reference by account-
ability court.

All the accused in 
the case pleaded not 
guilty. Shehbaz 
Sharif, while rejecting 
allegations of the anti-
graft watchdog, said 
that he was being 
politically victimized.

Approver Yasir 
Mushtaq had recorded 
his statement in con-
nection with money 
laundering case 
against the family of 
Shehbaz Sharif.

The approver told 
that he was directed 
by Sharif family’s 
Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) to turn 
the black money 
worth Rs 60 crore into 
white.

Chief financial 
officer (CFO) had told 
to use bank account of 
Mushtaq and 

IHC accepts petition 
challenging mandatory 

online filing of tax appeals
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A single bench of Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) comprising Justice Aamer Farooq on 
Wednesday accepted the petition challenging the 
decision of FBR regarding the introduction of manda-
tory online filing of tax appeals and summoned the 
respondents to clarify their position.

The FBR through SRO Notification No. 1315(I)/2020 
amended the Income Tax Rules and introduced online 
filing of an appeal before the Commissioner (Appeals) 
from the 1st day of January 2021 which resulted in 
panic among some of the taxpayers.

After the orders a local company challenged the 
decision though Syed Muhammad Abbas Bukhari 
and termed the decision illegal, illogical and violation 
of rights of the taxpayers.

Mr. Bukhari in his arguments said that all the tax-
payers are not in a position to comply with the new 
system, its portal is faulty and it is infested with 
viruses while the form is incomplete and the system is 
not issuing a receipt to many people despite the 
acceptance of their appeals.

Many taxpayers were unable to file online appeals 
while there was no place to mention the stay order. He 
said that FBR has started issuing recovery notices to 
those who have failed to file their petitions within 
time.

Mr. Bukhari said that online filing is a good step 
but it should have been initiated after removing the 
bugs from the system, improving the submission 
form while manual filing should not have been disal-
lowed as many taxpayers lack the facility to file 
appeals online.

After hearing the arguments, the court barred FBR 
from recovering disputed tax amount and summoned 
FBR’s software developer and other officials on 
February 15th.

SHC seeks written 
statement from Fed in 

islands case
News Desk

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC) on 
Wednesday summoned the Additional Attorney 
General to appear before the court with a written 
statement in next hearing of a petition challenging 
the presidential ordinance on islands.

Petitioner Shahab Osto has challenged the Pakistan 
Islands Development Authority Ordinance 2020 in 
the high court.

Earlier, Assistant Attorney General informed the 
bench that the ordinance has already lapsed by 
January 03, which was promulgated by the federal 
government on September 22.

For the time being the matter has come to an end, it 
could be considered again if a new ordinance come 
into force, the court said.

“The ordinance has expired but the government 
has signed various agreements in this respect,” peti-
tioner Shahab Osto said. “The federal government has 
signed an agreement with the Netherlands for a 
desalination plant for Bundal island,” he said.

The bench summoned the Additional Attorney 
General to appear before the court in the next hearing 
on February 17 with a written statement over the mat-
ter.

The ordinance was challenged by Shahab Osto stat-
ing that federal territory in the sea starts after 12 nau-
tical miles and Bundal and Buddo islands are the 
properties of the province as they fall under the limit 
of 12 nautical miles.

On August 30 last year, the president had promul-
gated the ordinance for establishing Pakistan Islands 
Development Authority for “development and man-
agement of islands in internal and territorial waters 
of Pakistan.” 


