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Monitoring Desk/INP 
NEWS

NEW YORK: Pakistan 
has warned that 
attempts by the aspir-
ants of permanent seats 
on the UN Security 
Council (UNSC) — 
India, Brazil, Germany 
and Japan — to railroad 
efforts to reform the 
15-member body would 
kill the consensus-based 
process to make it more 
effective, representative 
and accountable.
“I nter-gover n ment a l 
negotiations (IGN) 
remain the only credible 
platform for a compre-
hensive reform of the 
council,” Ambassador 

Munir Akram said 
while re-affirming 
Pakistan’s strong oppo-
sition to creating new 
permanent members.
“Any attempts to under-
mine or derail the IGN 
process will prove coun-
terproductive,” the 
Pakistani envoy said 
when the long-running 
IGN process resumed in 
New York on Monday.
Having failed to evoke 
support for their bid for 
permanent membership 
of the council, he said 
that G-4 members were 
trying to create the 
“fear” that the opportu-
nity for reform may 
soon be lost unless their 
procedural moves to 

short circuit the process 
were endorsed.
“We are prepared to 
breathe new life in IGN 
but some states are bent 
upon killing the pro-
cess,” Ambassador 
Akram said.
Full-scale negotiations 
to reform the UNSC 
began in the General 
Assembly in February 
2009 on five key areas; 
the categories of mem-
bership, the question of 
veto, regional represen-
tation, size of an 
enlarged Security 
Council, and working 
methods of the council 
and its relationship with 
the General Assembly.
Despite a general agree-

ment on enlarging the 
council, as part of the 
UN reform process, 
member states remain 
sharply divided over the 
details. The G-4 have 
shown no flexibility in 
their push for expanding 
the UNSC by 10 seats, 
with six additional per-
manent and four non-
permanent members.
On the other hand, the 
Italy/Pakistan-led Unit 
ing for Consensus (UfC) 
group opposes any addi 
tional permanent mem-
bers, saying it would 
make it less representa-
tive, less effective and 
more divided, and will 
diminish the right of the 
vast majority of the UN 

membership to serve on 
the body.
UfC has proposed a new 
category of members 
that are not permanent 
with longer terms and 
with a possibility of get-
ting re-elected.
The Security Council is 
currently composed of 
five permanent members 
which include Britain, 
China, France, Russia 
and the United States, 
and 10 non-permanent 
members elect ed to 
serve for two years. In 
his remarks, Ambass 
ador Akram said that the 
UfC proposal to add 11 
new non-permanent 
seats would redress the 
“deficit” of equitable.

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Home Minister 
Balochistan, Mir Ziaullah 
Langove on Tuesday said 
the government was ami-
cably resolving settle-
ment issues at the Pak-
Afghan border. Mr. 
Langove chaired a high-
level meeting that revie 
wed a number of issues 
relating to the Pak-
Afghan border.

“Balochistan govern-
ment serious in address-
ing settlement issues at 
the border”, the Home 
Minister stated. The 
Minister directed the dis-
trict administration and 
revenue department to 
submit a report in this 
regard.

Additional chief sec 
retary, Hafiz Abdul Basit, 
inspector general of 
police Rai Muhammad 
Tahir, deputy inspector 

general police, Muham 
mad Azhar Akram, com-
mandant frontier corps, 
colonel Muhammad 
Rashid and other high 
ups attended the meet-
ing.

The meeting thor-
oughly discussed issues 
relating to Balochistan 
and the Pak-Afghan bor-
der. “Work is in progress 
at the fencing of Pak-
Afghan border”, the min-
ister told the meeting. 
This will help in the 
reduction of terrorist 
incidents, the meeting 
observed.

The recommendations 
of the tribal elders val-
ued in terms of boosting 
bilateral rela tions with 
neighboring Afg hani-
stan, the meeting was 
told. Thr ough consulta-
tion, all issu es would be 
addre ssed at the border, 
the meeting decided.

PTI files 
foreign 
funding 
petition 
against 
JUI-F in 

ECP
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on 
Tuesday filed a foreign 
funding petition against 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F) in Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP).

While talking to media, 
PTI lawmaker Farrukh 
Habib said former JUI-F 
leader has admitted that 
party chief Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman and other 
members had got funds 
from different countries.

“Leaders such as Hafiz 
Hussain Ahmad are now 
making revelations that 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
had received foreign 
funding from Libya and 
Iraq,” he told.

He said that now Fazlur 
Rehman will provide 
details of his party’s 
funds.

Farrukh Habib further 
said that it is actually 
opposition parties who 
laid the foundation of the 
foreign funding in 
Pakistan. 

GILGIT BALTISTAN: President Dr. Arif Alvi offering fateha at Yadgar-e- Shuda. Chinar Bagh. In Gilgit Baltistan. 
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Pakistan opposes new 
permanent seats in UNSC

CPEC western route 
accelerates urbanisation 

around new airport
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Hakla-
D.I.Khan section of CPEC 
western route (M-14) has 
triggered a massive wave 
of real estate investments 
in Fateh Jang tehsil, mak-
ing it a new hotspot for 
housing schemes adjacent 
to new airport, says a 
report published by 
Gwadar Pro on Tuesday.

Fateh Jang is the first 
interchange towards 
D.I.Khan on CPEC west-
ern route after Hakla, 
which connects M-14 to 
M-1.  This tehsil also hos 
ts the new Islamabad inte 
rnational airport while 
the $ 8.2 billion CPEC 
project of Pakistan Railw 
ays’ Mail Line-1 also pass 
es through Fateh Jang.

According to the 
report, as the M-14 nears 
completion with June 
2021 as the expected 

timeline for inaugura-
tion, Fateh Jang has 
gained enormous impor-
tance for urbanisation as 
people start relocating to 
areas around motorways 
and the CPEC route for 
better connectivity and 
future prospects includ-
ing industrialisation. 

The planned Rawalp 
indi Ring Road also inter-
sects with the CPEC route 
near the new Islamabad 
airport, a further addi-
tion to the importance of 
this beautiful area.

With about 90% works 
of the 285-kilometre M-14 
already done, several 
housing schemes have 
emerged near Fateh Jang 
interchange while the 
existing societies have 
accelerated development 
to attract investors. 

Islamabad Cooperative 
Housing Society (ICHS) 
was once a forgotten.

Pak Afghan border 
fencing: settlement 
issues be resolved: 

Home Minister

India’s 
Republic 

Day being 
observed as 
Black Day: 

FM Qureshi
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi  on Tuesday said 
that India’s Republic Day 
is being observed as Black 
Day today by Kashmiri 
people across the world.

In a video statement, he 
said the people of Indian-
occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir are protesting 
as their rights have been 
usurped.

Shah Mahmood said 
international human 
rights organisations and 
the global media are 
exposing Indian oppres-
sion in the occupied 
region. He added the 
minorities feel unsafe in 
India as black laws are 
being imposed in the 
neighboring country.

The foreign minister 
said the negative policies 
of the BJP government are 
also adversely affecting 
Indian economy.

The people of Kashmir 
on both sides of the Line 
of Control (LoC) and else-
where are observing 
Black Day today as the 
hostile occupier of the 
Himalayan region, India 
is celebrating its Republic 
Day. The Black Day is to 
remind the international 
community not to fall for 
New Delhi’s propaganda, 
based on blatant lies, of 
being the largest democ-
racy in the world but to 
help to beware of what 
happens in Indian 
Illegally Occupied 
Jammu & Kashmir 
(IIOJK).

ALIGNING THE AVENUES 
OF ADVANCEMENT

QUETTA: The develop-
mental vision of Chief 
Minister Balochistan Jam 
Kamal Khan Aliani is 
distinct in the history of 
the province. There are 
hundreds of examples 
where chronic problems 
of water, education, 
health, and road have 
been addressed through-
out Balochistan.

Inauguration of Hub 
western bypass is one of 
the most critical interven-
tions. Hub bypass is just 
11 KMs and completed at 
a cost of about 600 million 
rupees but has got a tre-
mendous impact on the 
life and economy of not 

only Hub but rather the 
entire population of com-
muters between 

Balochistan and Karachi. 
It has eased out the sup-
ply of raw material and 
transportation of finished 
goods to and from the 
industrial cities of Karac 
hi and Hub. It has met to a 
great extent the demand 
of the Pakistan Federation 
of Chambers of Comme 
rce, Lasbela Chamber of 
Commerce, Employers 
Association of Pakistan 
and Transporters Associa 
tions of the country.

Hub bypass has made 
life-saving more real by 
facilitating the sick and 
injured to the health facil-
ities of Karachi, upon 
which much of people’s 

hopes are tied. Similarly, 
the supply of vegetables, 
fruits, livestock, minerals, 

and other raw materials 
has been made cost-effec-
tive due to time saving 
and efficient delivery.

Speaking to the media 
representatives on the 
occasion, Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Sb, reiterated his 
Government’ unswerv-
ing Commitment to 
increase the opportuni-
ties of development in all 
fields of life, for the peo-
ple of Balochistan to raise 
their standard of living 
for a peaceful, prosper-
ous and decent living for 
all men, women, children 
and youth of the prov-
ince.

Balochistan Information 
Ministry

Matiullah Khan
QUETTA: The deputy com-
missioners serving in four 
divisions of Balochistan have 
not verified 2,745 domiciles. 
The divisions include 
Rakhshan, Kalat, Sibi, and 
Naseerabad, a report sub-
mitted to the Balochistan 
High Court (BHC) revealed.

As per the report, the dep-
uty commissioners con-
ducted scrutiny of a total of 
5, 534 domicile certificates 
on the directives of the BHC 
bench. The commissioners 
submitted the list of the 
domicile certificates to the 
court.

Commissioners of 3 divi-
sions are yet to submit  
reports 

Commissioners of the three 

divisions are yet to submit 
reports about fake domicile 
certificates. “Some commis-
sioners and deputy commis-
sioners are deliberately prac-
ticing delaying tactics”, Sajid 
Tareen Advocate, who has 
been pursuing the case told 
Quetta Voice.

The court has again 
directed the remaining divi-
sional commissioners to 
submit a report about fake 
domicile certificates in the 
next hearing.

In the Sibi division, the 
deputy commissioners con-
ducted verification of 1,185 
domicile certifications. Out 
of 1,185, only 391 domiciles 
found authentic. However, 
737 domicile certificates can 
not be verified, the report 
said.

Governor Balochistan, 
Justice ® Amanullah 
Yaseenzai, and Chief 
Minister Jam Kamal had 
also directed the commis-
sioners to conduct verifica-
tion of the domicile certifi-
cates.

Scores of people got jobs in 
federal departments through 
fake certificates 

“A large number of people 
on fake domiciles have got 
appointments on fake domi-
ciles in federal depart-
ments”, Sajid Tareen claimed. 
He said the court has also 
directed the government to 
conduct an inquiry into fed-
eral appointments.

In the Naseerabad divi-
sion, the DCs conducted 
scrutiny of 2045 domicile 
certificates. 892 certificates 

verified and 2 declared fake. 
However, 1151 domicile 
holders failed to appear 
before the committee despite 
repeated notices, the report 
mentioned.

Rakhshan division: scru-
tiny of 116 certificates con-
ducted. 51 certificates veri-
fied. However, 65 domicile 
certificates cannot be veri-
fied.

Kalat division: verification 
of 1796 domicile certificates 
completed. The DCs verified 
1097 certificates. However, 
619 domicile certificates can-
not be verified by the com-
mittees led by DCs.

Deputy commissioners 
Mastung, Quetta, Musakhail 
have already declared hun-
dreds of domiciles fake dur-
ing the verification process.

Fake domiciles: 2745 certificates not verified in 4 divisions of Balochistan

Govt committed to put 
country on path of 

development, prosperity: 
President Alvi

News Desk

GILGIT: President Dr Arif 
Alvi has said that the 
incumbent government is 
committed to put all areas 
of the country on path of 
rapid development and 
prosperity.

This was stated by him 
while presiding over a 
briefing session of mem-
bers of Gilgit Baltistan 
cabinet in Gilgit on 
Tuesday.

President Alvi said that 
Gilgit Baltistan has great 
potential for development 
of tourism, minerals, 
hydropower and agricul-
ture sectors which need 
to be explored.

He said government is 
launching a package for 
disabled persons from 
next month, under which 
monthly stipend of two 
thousand rupees will be 
given to each disabled 
person.

QUETTA: Home Minister Balochistan, Ziaullah Langove 
chairing high-level meeting about Pak-Afghan border: 

Photo provided by DGPR

Asif Zardari, Fazlur 
Rehman agree to 

intensify anti-govt 
campaign

News Desk

KARACHI: Head of 
Pakis tan Democratic 
Movem ent (PDM) Mau 
lana Fazl-ur-Rehman 
and former president 
Asif Ali Zardari on 
Tuesday agreed to 
intensify anti-govern-
ment campaign.

As per details, both 
opposition leaders, in a 
telephonic conversa-
tion, reviewed political 
situation of the country 
in detail and also dis-
cussed February 5 rally 
of the opposition alli-
ance.

Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP) Co-Chai 
rman Asif Ali Zardari 
while stressing the 
need to over throw 
government said that 
the Pakistan Democ 
ratic Movement (PDM) 
will keep attacking the 
government in every 
possible way. Accor 
ding to sources, the 
former president said 

this in a telephone con-
versation with PPP 
Punjab General Secre 
tary Chaudhry Manz 
oor Ahmed. He clari-
fied that PDM is united 
and there is no differ-
ence between opposi-
tion parties.

Asif Ali Zardari said 
that the incompetence 
of rulers could lead to a 
major incident in the 
country. The PDM will 
gradually use all 
options to get rid of the 
government.

He said that next few 
months are very 
important for the 
future of national poli-
tics. The rulers will no 
longer be allowed to 
hide behind coronavi-
rus. Government could 
not buy vaccine or help 
people during Corona 
virus apart from the 
Benazir Income 
Support Program, he 
said. The former presi-
dent said that despite 
the global economic.
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Pak-US ties under Biden administration
Kamran Yousaf
It remains to be seen 
if the Biden adminis-
tration would revive 
strategic dialogue 
with Pakistan

In the midst of 
uncertainty and 
unprecedented secu-
rity, the 46th presi-
dent of the United 
States, Joe Biden, 
took oath last 
Thursday. This was 
for the first time in 
150 years that an 
outgoing president 
was conspicuous by 
his absence as well 
as large crowds that 
were part and parcel 
of such oath-taking 
ceremonies. Instead, 
over 25,000 national 
security guards laid 
a siege to 
Washington that 
looked more of a 
garrison town than 
the capital of the 
global superpower.

For Pakistan, the 
key issue is what 
changes Biden’s 
presidency would 
bring for the coun-
try and the region 
and whether Biden 
would stick to 
Trump’s Afghan 
peace efforts. The 
new Secretary of 
State and the 
National Security 

Adviser have hinted 
at a review of the 
deal with the 
Taliban but clarified 
that the Biden 
administration too 
would want to 
ensure a safe exit of 
US troops from 
A f g h a n i s t a n . 
Whether that will 
happen this summer 
as part of the 
February 29 deal 
remains to be seen. 
The fear is that if the 
US withdraws from 
Afghanistan with-
out a long-term 
political deal 
through the intra-
Afghan dialogue, a 
civil war is inevita-
ble. That is why it is 
crucial to find out if 
Biden would link 
troops’ withdrawal 
with the final peace 
accord between the 
Afghan Taliban and 
the government.

One thing is cer-
tain — Pakistan 
would remain a 
major player in any 
Afghan deal. This 
has been confirmed 
by the US defense 
secretary-designate 
when he termed 
Pakistan an ‘essen-
tial partner’ for any 
solution to the 
Afghan war. But 
Pakistan wants the 

US to see its impor-
tance beyond 
Afghanistan and 
security prism. 
Speaking to a US 
think-tank, PM’s 
Special Assistant on 
National Security 
Dr Moeed Yousaf 
said Pakistan had a 
lot more to offer 
than Afghanistan to 
the US. In this con-
text the sense 
within the policy-
makers here is that 
Pakistan must strive 
to revive the insti-
tutional mechanism 
with the new US 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
Before Trump, 
Pakistan and the US 
had high-level stra-
tegic dialogue as 
part of the Kerry-
Lugar Bill that 
sought to triple 
non-military aid to 
Pakistan in hopes 
that the country 
would indiscrimi-
nately go after mili-
tant groups. In 
return the then 
Obama administra-
tion was willing to 
expand cooperation 
with Pakistan 
beyond Afghanistan 
and security mat-
ters. For example, 
under the strategic 
framework, there 
were five working 

groups covering not 
just security but 
trade, health, edu-
cation and regional 
issues. There was a 
high-level ministe-
rial forum that met 
regularly both in 
Washington and 
Islamabad from 
2009 to 2016. The 
last ministerial 
meeting attended 
by foreign, defense, 
finance ministers 
and military leader-
ship from both sides 
was held in 
Washington. Both 
sides agreed to hold 
the next session in 
Islamabad in 2017 
but that day never 
arrived since presi-
dent Trump dis-
carded the arrange-
ment.

Unlike the previ-
ous administration, 
the White House 
established direct 
contact with 
Pakistan thanks to 
Senator Lindsey 
Graham, a close 
aide of Trump, and 
partly due to Saudi 
Crown Prince 
Mohammed Bin 
Salman. It was 
because of this that 
president Trump 
met PM Imran Khan 
thrice in a short 
span. There had 

been a visible 
change in 
Washington’s tone 
towards Pakistan as 
the country helped 
the US advance 
peace efforts in 
Afghanistan. The 
downside of this 
arrangement, how-
ever, was that there 
was no institutional 
framework between 
both countries for 
high-level engage-
ments. The US did 
not appoint a full-
time ambassador to 
Pakistan while offi-
cial engagement 
was reduced to the 
level of assistant 
secretary of state. It, 
however, remains to 
be seen if the Biden 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
would revive strate-
gic dialogue with 
Pakistan. But one 
thing is clear: that 
Biden, a foreign pol-
icy veteran, knows 
Pakistan and the 
region well — some-
thing that can work 
both to our advan-
tage and disadvan-
tage!

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all updates 
on all our daily 
pieces.

The issue of fake domiciles is once again 
in the limelight across Balochistan for the 
last few months. Fake domiciles’ issue is 
sensitive, since jobs, seats in educational 
institutions, and other official benefits are 
at stake.
A total of 2,745 domicile certificates could 
not be verified by commissioners of four 
divisions in the province. The commis-
sioners in their reports to the Balochistan 
High Court (BHC) revealed this the other 
day.
BHC orders commissioners to submit 
reports
Repeated complaints against fake domi-
cile certificates prompted the BHC to 
order the divisional commissioners to file 
a comprehensive report in this regard. As 
per the report, the deputy commissioners 
conducted scrutiny of a total of 5, 534 
domicile certificates on the directives of 
the BHC bench.
In the Sibi division, the deputy commis-
sioners conducted verification of 1,185 
domicile certifications. Out of 1,185, only 
391 domiciles found authentic. However, 
737 domicile certificates can not be veri-
fied, the report said.
In the Naseerabad division, the DCs con-
ducted scrutiny of 2045 domicile certifi-
cates. 892 certificates verified and 2 
declared fake. However, 1151 domicile 
holders failed to appear before the com-
mittee despite repeated notices, the report 
mentioned.
Trend of getting jobs through fake domi-
ciles rising in Balochistan 
It is a matter of serious concern that the 
trend of having fake domicile to get gov-
ernment jobs and admissions in educa-
tional institutions is rising in Balochistan. 
The people using fake domiciles have 
been violating the law and depriving the 
indigenous students/ people of the prov-
ince.
Governor Balochistan, Justice ® 
Amanullah Khan Yaseenzai warned that 
the people recruited through fake domi-
ciles would be terminated from their jobs. 
Whereas, Chief Minister Jam Kamal has 
ordered a thorough investigation into the 
fake domicile issue.
Thousands got jobs through fake domi-
ciles: Tareen 
However, senior lawyer, Sajid Tareen who 
has been pursuing the case claims that 
thousands of people have got jobs on the 
Balochistan quota through fake domi-
ciles. He asserted that some deputy com-
missioners were deliberately adopting 
delaying tactics in terms of submitting 
reports to the BHC bench.
Balochistan’s job quota is almost 6 percent 
in the federal departments. However, the 
province has a meager share in the federal 
jobs. What to speak about the federal sec-
retaries or chairmen of autonomous bod-
ies. The province needs fair treatment by 
the ruling coaltion led by the Pakistan 
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI). The ruling party has 
made repeated claims about the restora-
tion of Balochistan’s constitutional job 
quota. But, words are yet to be matched 
by practical action.

Fake domiciles in 
Balochistan

Questions about the vaccine
Kamal Siddiqi
Apart from money, 
the bigger issue is the 
availability of the 
vaccine

Amidst all the 
questions being 
raised over why 
Pakistan hasn’t 
started giving its cit-
izens Covid-19 vac-
cines, the good news 
is that China has 
announced that it 
will provide a batch 
of Covid-19 vaccine 
to us as aid and will 
actively coordinate 
with the relevant 
Chinese enterprise 
to speed up the 
export of vaccines.

It has promised to 
provide 500,000 
doses of a coronavi-
rus vaccine to 
Pakistan by January 
31, which will help 
kick off the coun-
try’s Covid vaccina-
tion drive. So far so 
good.

Pakistan has set a 
target of vaccinating 
70 million people to 
achieve ‘herd immu-
nity’. This means 
that the country 
needs 140 million 
doses. As part of the 
UN’s COVAX alli-
ance, which has 
committed 50 mil-
lion doses, there is 
an unmet target of 
almost 90 million 
doses excluding the 
1.2 million Chinese 

doses we expect to 
receive.

The government 
has allocated $150 
million to procure 
Covid-19 vaccines to 
cover the most vul-
nerable 5% of the 
population. The 1.2 
million doses of the 
Chinese vaccine, 
however, would only 
be enough for 0.2% 
of the population.

Apart from money, 
the bigger issue is 
the availability of 
the vaccine, as 
orders from leading 
suppliers have 
already been booked 
for 2021. 
Development pro-
fessional Hasaan 
Khawar lamented in 
an earlier column 
that so far Pakistan 
does not have a vac-
cination plan. It 
therefore needs to 
act fast and find 
more money and 
vaccines, or else it 
will be left far 
behind in this race.

Blame has started 
to fly already. Sindh 
Health Minister Dr 
Azra Pechuho has 
expressed fears that 
Pakistan would be 
the last country to 
vaccinate its people. 
The response of the 
federal government 
regarding acquiring 
vaccines for the peo-
ple is very slow and 
disappointing, she 

says, asking instead 
that the provincial 
government be 
allowed to negotiate 
with foreign coun-
tries and the private 
companies to pur-
chase vaccines 
directly.

Health writer 
Waqar Bhatti says 
that the issue is not 
that of a slow 
response. It has 
more to do with the 
fact that many 
Western countries 
had pumped in bil-
lions of dollars to 
develop the vaccine 
and now that these 
vaccines are being 
rolled out, they have 
the priority.

So far, at least 
seven vaccines have 
been approved, out 
of which five have 
been approved for 
use outside their 
country of approval, 
including those by 
Pfizer, Moderna, Oxf 
o r d-A s t r a Z e n e c a , 
Sinopharm and 
Sputnik V. A number 
of other vaccines are 
in the advanced 
stages of approval 
including those by 
Johnson and 
Johnson, Novovax 
and Bharat Biotech.

It is not a level 
playing field for 
developing coun-
tries. Out of a total 
of 7.2 billion doses 
booked so far, 72% 

have been booked by 
high or upper mid-
dle-income coun-
tries, 28% by lower 
m i d d l e - i n c o m e 
countries (including 
75% booked by India 
alone) and almost 
nothing by low-
income countries.

Some have won-
dered why Pakistan 
could not be used to 
produce vaccines 
like has been the 
case in India. In an 
article, Dr Pervez 
Hoodbhoy, a physi-
cist and writer, tries 
to give a reply when 
he comments on why 
there is no Covid 
vaccine. Without a 
scientific culture, a 
country can only 
consume and trade. 
Pakistan, he says, 
functions as a nation 
of shopkeepers, 
among others. There 
are even a few good 
poets and writers. 
With so few genuine 
scientists and 
researchers, it pro-
duces little new 
knowledge or prod-
ucts.

Is all lost? Not 
really. One positive 
development is that 
final-stage trials of 
two vaccines devel-
oped by Chinese 
companies — China 
National Biotec 
Group (CNBG) and 
Sinovac Biotech Ltd 
— are also being 

held in Pakistan.
It is understood the 

Phase-I trial of the 
Sinopharm vaccine 
that was being con-
ducted in Karachi 
has reached the final 
stage. The vaccine 
has been developed 
by the Beijing 
Institute of Biological 
Products, a subsidi-
ary of state-owned 
c o n g l o m e r a t e 
Sinopharm. The 
company announced 
last month that pre-
liminary data from 
last-stage trials had 
shown it to be 79.3% 
effective.

Pakistan has also 
allowed the private 
sector import of the 
vaccine. While this 
is a good initiative, it 
is unlikely that the 
private sector would 
get significant vac-
cine supply in 2021. 
The bottom line? It 
will take a couple of 
years for a sizable 
portion of Pakistan’s 
population to be vac-
cinated against 
Covid-19. Let us 
keep our fingers 
crossed and hope for 
things to change for 
the better in times to 
come.

Like Opinion & 
Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter 
to receive all updates 
on all our daily 
pieces.

Impacts of digital journalism on Balochistan press
Syed Muhammad 
Qaseem
Technology changed 
the map of journal-
ism, Mobile and 
other technologies 
are playing a role as 
a catalyst in the digi-
tal evolution. Social 
media applications 
and news websites 
have changed the 
shape of the transfer 
of news from pub-
lishers to people.

If we compare digi-
tal with print media, 
so digital media is 
more efficient 
because it is less 
costly and less time-
consuming. With 
one click you can 
edit and post the 
news on multiple 
websites. As digital 
journalism came 
now everyone with a 
smartphone can per-
form as a journalist 
and shares his or her 
opinion freely.

That’s why peo-
ples’ dependency on 
traditional/ formal 
media is decreasing.

IMPACT OF 
COVID-19 ON 
PEOPLE

2020 was a shock-
ing year for every 
field of life. All of 
the governmental 
and non-govern-
mental institutions 

remain closed. In the 
lockdown, every 
news was available 
on smartphones 
which changed our 
habit to watch 
mobile phones rather 
than TV and read 
newspapers on pdf 
rather than hard 
copies.

IMPACTS ON 
T R A D I T I O N A L 
JOURNALISM IN 
Balochistan

More than 150 
newspapers are 
being published 
from the province. 
Only a few have 
switched towards 
digital journalism 
and the majority 
preferred the old/ 
outdated style. 
Their 100 percent 
dependency is on 
official advertise-
ments. The publish-
ers and owners have 
not been able to 
generate revenue 
through digital 
media.

National media 
has already scaled 
down its presence 
in terms of man-
power and equip-
ment when it comes 
to Balochistan. 
However, the local 
press and journal-
ists are yet to recog-
nize the growing 
impact of digital 

journalism.
The traditional 

media has a big dis-
advantage in that 
sometimes it doesn’t 
run news that has 
fewer

viewers. Only 
those publishers can 
survive who have 
transferred to web-
sites and have the

skills to catch sub-
scriptions.

THE YEAR 2021
The year 2021 will 

bring a mega change 
in journalism, the 
business of every 
TV channel or news-
paper will be shifted 
to subscriptions. 
Only a few journal-
ists with talent will 
be accepted

while others will 
lose their jobs.

Most of the news-
rooms will be empty 
because it is possi-
ble to make newspa-
pers, reports, live 
programs from their 
bedrooms. Every 
office will need a 
small number of key 
staff.

The publishers 
who still depend on 
print advertise-
ments will face a 
difficult year 
because of closures 
and cost cuttings.

More than 75 per-
cent of Editors and 

CEOs say that the 
lockdown has 
boosted their plan 
for digital change. 
Their business is 
accelerated because 
they provide news 
faster than ever with 
only one click.

5G OUTBREAK
5G will bring new 

faster devices. The 
5G will make it pos-
sible to connect more 
devices at a time 
which will make 
data transfer quicker 
and will make our 
dream true of smart 
homes, smart cities, 
and automation in 
cars, etc. In 2021 
more than 600 mil-
lion mobiles will be 
5G enabled. The 5G 
will improve mobile 
reporting and will 
make it easier to 

make packages from 
any location, a 
report by the Reuters 
foundation reveals. 

CONCLUSION
Amid mushroom 

growth of technol-
ogy, the world is 
becoming smarter in 
which human beings 
are totally depend-
ent on machines. A 
lot of the people will 
be jobless, and they 
will be blaming gov-
ernments. This year 
will be decisive for 
the publishers to get 
out of the crisis and 
increase their num-
ber of subscriptions.

Impacts of digital 
journalism on 
Balochistan press

The author is a stu-
dent of the software 
engineering depart-
ment BUITEMS
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ISLAMABAD: CEO Serena hotel Aziz Bolani pose for a group photo with the female football team from Chitral during a lunch hosted by 
Serena.  INP PHOTO

HYDERABAD: Workers of Pakistan WAPDA employees PEGAM Union hold a protest against 
privatization of Power Supply companies, outside HPC. INP PHOTO

Japan to provide ¥1,986mln 
for installation of weather 

surveillance radar in 
Sukkur

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Gover 
nment of Japan has agreed 
to provide grants approxi-
mately worth 1,986 million 
Japanese Yen (Equivalent 
to around 19 million USD / 
around 3,057 million PKR) 
for installation of weather 
surveillance radar in dis-
trict Sukkur of Sindh.

In this connection, notes 
were signed and 
exchanged between 
Ambassador of Japan to 
Pakistan H.E. MATSUDA 
Kuninori and Secretary, 
Ministry of Economic 
Affairs Mr. Noor Ahmed 
in Islamabad on Monday. 
A Grant Agreement (G/A) 
on the details of implemen-
tation of the project was 

signed and exchanged 
between Mr. FURUTA 
Shigeki, Chief Represent 
ative, Japan International 
Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) Pakistan Office and 
Ms. Syeda Adeela Bokhari, 
Joint Secretary (Japan/
NGO/INGO), Ministry of 
Economic Affairs.

Weather surveillance 
radars have been upgrade 
in Islamabad, Karachi and 
to be establish in Multan 
under JICA‘s grand aid. 
Under this project, a new 
weather radar is developed 
in Sukkur, Sindh province. 
It covers a gap for weather 
surveillance and develops 
a weather surveillance 
radar network which can 
cover around 90% of the 
whole country.

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB), Justice (Retd) 
Javed Iqbal has said that the 
business community is the 
backbone of the economy as 
it is rendering great service 
to the country by promoting 
business activities, provid-
ing jobs, increasing exports 
and bringing foreign 
exchange to the country, 
therefore, NAB would never 
take any action to harass any 
genuine businessman, but 
will go after those who com-
mit fraud with people. 

He expressed these views 
while addressing the busi-
ness community during his 
visit to Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry 
(ICCI) on Tuesday. NAB 
Spokesman Nawazish Ali 
Asim also accompanied him.

Javed Iqbal said that NAB 
has never asked any busi-

nessman about his source of 
capital and investment 
except for money laundering 
cases. He said that NAB 
never stopped any invest-
ment project as they were 
contributing to strengthen 
the country’s economy. He 
said that he has already 
issued instructions to NAB 
authorities that no business-
man should be called 
through telephone to NAB 
office nor should be humili-
ated in any manner. He said 
that he had appointed one 
full time Director each in 
NAB HQs and regional 
offices to deal with the com-
plaints of the business com-
munity, but no complaints 
were sent to them. 

The Chairman NAB urged 
that the business commu-
nity should take advantage 
of the services of these 
Directors for redress of their 
complaints. He said that 
ICCI get the list of cases of 

the business community to 
send to him and he would 
decide them within 30 days 
except for those cases, which 
were sub-judice in courts. 
He said he was ready to pro-
vide a desk of NAB in ICCI 
for better coordination. 

He said that NAB has 
transferred all tax related 
and under invoices cases of 
business community to FBR 
and no such case of business 
community was currently 
pending with his institution. 
He said that if any business-
man has any complaint 
against NAB, he should 
approach the Director of 
concerned area while he was 
also available on the last 
Thursday of every month for 
listening to the complaints 
of people. He said that NAB 
got returned around Rs.5 
billion of stuck-up invest-
ment from two housing soci-
eties to people in Islamabad/
Rawalpindi and Lahore. 

Justice (Retd) Javed Iqbal 
said that during his tenure, 
NAB has recovered Rs.487 
billion and filed 1235 refer-
ences in court, but even one 
percent of these references 
was not against the business 
community. He said that 
NAB also recovered billions 
of dollars from the king 
makers. He said that NAB 
also recovered Rs.10-15 bil-
lion of wheat theft from one 
province. 

He said that NAB was 
working only to protect the 
interests of the Estate of 
Pakistan and would never 
take dictation from any 
authority nor will it be 
blackmailed by anyone. He 
said that only 25-30 judges 
were dealing with 1235 ref-
erences in NAB courts and 
emphasized that the 
strength of NAB courts 
should be increased for 
speedy trial of corruption 
cases.

Speaking at the occasion, 
President ICCI Sardar Yasir 
Ilyas Khan lauded the efforts 
of Chairman NAB for elimi-
nation of corruption and 
said that reducing corrup-
tion & promoting transpar-
ency would help in better 
growth of business and 
investment activities. He 
said that NAB’s positive role 
was acknowledged by 
Transparency International, 
World Economic Forum and 
many other international 
bodies, which showed its 
constructive services for the 
country. He said that doing 
business in Pakistan was 
quite challenging and 
stressed that the govern-
ment should focus on pro-
moting ease of doing busi-
ness to put the country on 
the path of sustainable eco-
nomic growth. 

He emphasized that NAB 
should open its Facilitation 
Desk at ICCI to address the 

Business community backbone 
of economy, not to be harassed: 

Chairman NAB

News Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of National Business Group of 
FPCCI, President Pakistan Businessmen and Intelle 
ctuals Forum and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, Mian 
Zahid Hussain has said that the suspension of natural 
gas to captive plants will hit production, exports, 
investments and jobs. 

Talking to business community on Monday, he said 
the decision to shut down captive power plants will 
also hit revenue, tax targets and foreign exchange 
reserves. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the decision to link 
factories having captive power plants to the national 
grid should be reconsidered as the feeble power infra-
structure is unable to provide continued electricity.

Suspension of gas supply to industries will not 
improve the situation in the country but it will leave 
three hundred thousand workers in the textile sector 
which other sectors will also suffer, he warned. 

The business leader said that the supply chain sup-
porting the export sector will also be shattered creating 
more problems to the industrial sector. 

Decision has been taken at a time when the export 
industry has bagged unprecedented orders and billions 
have been invested in capacity building and expansion 
which is being wasted, he noted. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that production, trans-
mission and distribution system of the power sector is 
highly inefficient which is wasting twenty percent of 
the production resulting in circular dent amounting to 
almost Rs2.5 trillion.  Power outages and disruption is 
damaging machinery adding to repaid costs and put-
ting timely completion of export orders at stake, he 
said, adding that the export sector should establish 
their own terminal and start importing LNG to find 
some relief.

Captive power plants 
closure to hit production, 

exports & jobs: Mian Zahid
CIDCA holds photo 

Exhibition on Sino-Pak 
friendship

News Desk

BEIJING: China Inter 
national Development 
Cooperation Agency 
(CIDCA) held Online 
Photo Exhibition on 
the 70th Anniversary 
of China’s Foreign 
Assistance, which 
includes a series of sto-
ries about Pak-China 
friendship, Gwadar 
Pro reported on 
Tuesday.

According to the 
introduction of the 
exhibition, the year 
2020 marks the 70th 
anniversary of foreign 
assistance carried out 
by China.

Over the past 70 
years, China, as a 
developing country, 
has provided assis-
tance to over 160 coun-
tries and international 
organizations and has 
won extensive acclaim 
from the international 

community, especially 
from other developing 
countries, including 
Pakistan.

In the first sector of 
the exhibition related 
to infrastructure con-
struction, Gwadar Port 
and Karakoram 
Highway are dis-
played. The pictures 
show Gwadar Port 
completed in Dec 2016, 
and the Havelian-
Mansehra Section in 
the Karakoram 
Highway (Phase II), 
which has been open 
to traffic since Nov 
2019.

In the sustainability 
sector, the photo of 
Chinese-funded solar 
photovoltaic power 
generation project for 
Pakistan’s Parliament 
House completed in 
Nov 2015 is exhibited. 

The project, with a 
total installed capacity 
of about 1 MW, has 

made Parliament 
House has a self-suffi-
cient power supply. 

Moreover, the pho-
tos portraying Pakista 
ni officials and techni-
cians taking part in the 
International Training 
Program on Deser tifi-
cation Control Technol 
ogy in Developing Cou 
ntries are displayed in 
the same module.

The sector Emerg 
ency Humanitarian 
Assistance, containing 
pictures of that China 
provides humanitar-
ian aid in the darkest 
events such as earth-
quakes, hurricanes, 
floods, public health 
emergencies, records 
profound Pak-China 
friendship.

In July 2010, Paki 
stan was hit by an extr 
aordinary flood rarely 
seen in history. China 
provided emergency 
relief supplies .

PCMAEA urges SBP to 
bring down interest rate 
further to boost economy

News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Carpet 
Manufacturers and 
Exporters Association 
(PCMAEA) welcoming the 
decision of State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) for not rais-
ing interest rate has urged 
to bring down interest rate 
further to boost economic 
activities in the country.

These views were 
expressed by Senior Vice 
Chairman PCMAEA, Riaz 
Ahmed while addressing a 
weekly review meeting 
here on Monday. The meet-
ing was also attended by 
Chairperson Carpet Train 
ing Institute (CTI) Pervez 
Hanif, senior central leader 
Abdul Latif Malik, Saeed 
Khan, Muhammad Akbar 
Malik, Major (retd) Akhtar 
Nazir, Danial Hanif, Faisal 
Saeed Khan and others. 

The issues facing the carpet 
industry were discussed in 
the meeting and sugges-
tions for their solution were 
given. Riaz Ahmed said if 
the future vision 
expounded by the Governor 
State is implemented in its 
true spirit then the business 
community will welcome it.

However, he made it 
clear that some conditions 
put forward by SBP are 
causing difficulties in the 
export of handmade capets 
which should be removed 
immediately. 

The Senior Vice Chair 
man PCMAEA further 
said that Pakistan’s hand-
woven carpet products 
had a unique identity 
around the world, but due 
to unfavorable conditions, 
other countries are stren 
gthening their hold in 
global markets.

ASF arrests 
two with 

arms, 
ammunition 
at Islamabad 

Airport
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Airport 
Security Forces (ASF) 
arrested two culprits after 
recovery of arms at New 
Islamabad International 
Airport on Tuesday.

According to details, the 
ASF during search of a sus-
pected vehicle in car park-
ing area of New Islamabad 
International Airport 
recovered shotgun, five 
magazines, 57 bullets and 
six rounds.

The ASF arrested impou 
nded the vehicle with 
recovered weapons, ammu 
nition, arrested two people 
onboard identified as Ham 
za Iftikhar and Shafqat Ali. 
The detainees claimed that 
recovered arms were 
licensed but they failed to 
produce the license.

APHC appeals IIOJK 
people to observe Indian 

R-Day as Black Day
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) 
has appealed to the people to observe India’s Republic 
Day on January 26 as Black Day to protest against New 
Delhi’s continued denial of their right to self-determina-
tion, reports Kashmir Media Service.

The APHC spokesman in a statement issued in 
Srinagar asked the people of IIOJK to observe complete 
shutdown and civil curfew on January 26 to convey the 
message to the world that they reject India’s illegal occu-
pation of their soil.

The spokesman rejected India’s claim of being a demo-
cratic country. He maintained that India is a fascist and 
imperialist state, which is using all inhuman, illegal and 
undemocratic tactics and committing war crimes to per-
petuate its illegal hold on the occupied territory.

He said that since the unilateral and illegal move of 
August 05, 2019, over nine hundred thousand Indian 
troops had held the entire population of IIOJK hostage. 
He added that the troops were killing the Kashmiri youth 
in fake encounters in the occupied territory while inno-
cent people including Hurriyat leaders and activists were 
being arrested on baseless charges.

The spokesman said that India had turned IIOJK into a 
military garrison and imposed undeclared martial law in 
the territory. He said that despite these Indian brutalities, 
the people of Kashmir were committed to continue their 
liberation movement and not to give up their struggle for 
securing their inalienable right to self-determination.

Paying glowing tributes to the martyrs of Handwara 
massacre of 1990, the spokesman called for a complete 
strike in Kupwara district on January 25 (Monday) and 
said that the people of Kashmir would continue the mar-
tyrs’ mission till complete success. Seventeen innocent 
Kashmiris were killed.

It was a war-like 
situation in IIOJK: 

Gulzar
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Working Vice Chairman of All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference, Ghulam Ahmad Gulzar while 
thanking the people of entire Jammu and Kashmir and 
those living abroad for observing 26th January as Black 
Day has said that India must shun its military arrogance 
and understand the writing on the wall. 

According to Kashmir Media Service, referring to the 
UN resolutions on Kashmir, the APHC leader in a state-
ment issued in Srinagar reiterated that the exercise of 
right to self-determination would be a peaceful way of 
resolving the Kashmir dispute.  

Condemning India’s arrogance and denial to political 
settlement of the Kashmir dispute, Ghulam Ahmad 
Gulzar expressed serious concern over converting 
Jammu and Kashmir into a military garrison, particu-
larly on January 26 and August 15. 

He said that people today on January 26 voluntarily 
remained confined to their residences while large con-
tingents of the forces were patrolling in every nook and 
corner of the territory presenting a war-like situation in 
Kashmir, which is itself a sufficient proof that the people 
of Kashmir have never celebrated any Indian public day 
in the territory. He maintained that heavily deployed 
Indian occupational forces were involved in gross 
human rights violations in the territory.

Ghulam Ahmad Gulzar urged the UN Secretary 
General and other human rights organizations to take 
cognizance of the gross violations of human rights and 
prevail upon India to resolve the Kashmir dispute in 
accordance with the wishes and aspirations of the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Anti-smuggling drive: 1,482 
illegal petrol pumps sealed

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Following the directives of Prime Minister 
(PM) Imran Khan, as many as 1,482 illegal petrol pumps 
were sealed during an ongoing countrywide crackdown 
against sale of smuggled petroleum products.

The campaign launched against oil smuggling on the 
directives of Prime Minister Imran Khan and led by the 
Ministry of Interior is continuing unabated and showing 
significantly good results.

Among 1,482 sealed fuel stations, 92 were sealed in 
Punjab, 23 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and four were sealed 
in Sindh.

From 11 January, 1,482 petrol pumps have been sealed, 
while 3 million litres of petrol and 10 million litres of 
diesel were seized.

During a meeting on Jan 4, the prime minister was 
informed that the country was deprived of an estimated 
revenue of Rs150 billion per annum due to sale of smug-
gled oil. As many as 2,094 fuel stations were found to be 
involved in sale of smuggled petroleum products in 
three provinces.
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QUETTA: Chief custom collector Balochistan Gull Rehman distributing certificate among custom officers 
during a ceremony to mark International Customs Day (ICD). QV PHOTO

Cabinet okays formation 
of commission to 

investigate Broadsheet 
scandal

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The federal cabinet on Tuesday 
approved formation of an inquiry commission to 
investigate the Broadsheet scandal. 
The cabinet met with Prime Minister Imran Khan in 
the chair in Islamabad.
Sources said the Broadsheet issue came under discus-
sion during the meeting as the cabinet deliberated on 
formation of an inquiry commission instead of a com-
mittee to investigate the matter.
They said former Supreme Court judge, justice (retd) 
Sheikh Azmat Saeed will head the commission that 
will be mandated to carry out a comprehensive inves-
tigation into the Broadsheet scandal.
The commission will re-investigate cases involving 
bigwigs, which were closed out of expediency, the 
sources said, adding cases of important personalities 
such as Rao Sikandar Iqbal and Aftab Ahmed Sherpao 
will be re-opened.
Earlier, the federal cabinet had formed an inquiry 
committee in light of recommendations presented to 
PM Imran Khan regarding the Broadsheet scandal.
Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting 
Shibli Faraz tweeted that the premier nominated jus-
tice (retd) Sheikh Azmat Saeed as head of the inquiry 
committee.
UK-based asset recovery firm Broadsheet LLC had 
been hired in 2000 by General Pervez Musharraf’s 
government to help recover assets stashed by past 
Pakistani rulers abroad.

Haleem 
Adil 

appointed as 
opposition 
leader in 

Sindh 
Assembly

News Desk

KARACHI: Pakistan Tehr 
eek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader 
Haleem Adil was appoi 
nted as opposition leader 
of the Sindh Assembly on 
Tuesday.

As per details, Secretary 
Sindh Assembly has issu 
ed a notification in this 
regard after Speaker Agha 
Siraj Durrani approved 
the appointment.

Earlier in the month, 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s 
(PTI) Firdous Shamim 
Naqvi resigned as Leader 
of the Opposition in the 
Sindh Assembly before 
the Senate polls.

Firdous Shamim Naqvi 
forwarded his resignation 
to Prime Minister Imran 
Khan. The PTI leader said 
he has been associated 
with the party for 24 years 
and it was the second 
time that his resignation 
was sought.

LAHORE: Director General Civil Services Academy Dr. Sajad Yousufani and Vice Chancellor Virtual 
University Naeem Tariq exchanging  MOU signing documents. INP PHOTO

Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: President Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), 
Sardar Masood Khan has 
asserted that today’s India is 
neither secular nor democracy 
but a settler-colonial power, 
and its hegemonic designs 
are serious threats to peace 
and security of not only 
neighbouring countries but 
the whole of South Asian 
region.

“India’s illegal occupation 
of Jammu and Kashmir and 
its recent actions are not 
acceptable to the people of 
Kashmir and they are deter-
mined to continue their 
struggle till the return of the 
last Indian soldier,” he under-
lined.

These views by expressed 
by Sardar Masood while 
addressing the meeting of the 
Senate of Women’s University 

Bagh amidst India’s so-called 
Republic Day on Tuesday 
which the Kashmiri people 
observed as the Black Day.

He said that the Kashmiri 
people on both sides of the 
Line of Control, Pakistan and 
across the world observed 
Black Day because the car-
nage of Kashmiri people 
which India had started 
immediately after independ-
ence from the British rule 72 
years ago, still continues.

The AJK President said that 
all Indian action including 
the occupation of Jammu and 
Kashmir and depriving the 
Kashmiri people of their free-
dom are a clear proof of 
India’s being a fascist and 
settler-colonial state.

“India which falsely claims 
to be the biggest democracy 
of the world, is busy in mas-
sacring the Kashmiri people 
in the occupied territory for 

their democratic demands of 
freedom, right to self-deter-
mination, fundamental 
human rights and the civil 
liberties,” he added.

Sardar Masood called upon 
the international community 
particularly the United 
Nations, human rights organ-
izations and the world civil 
society to take immediate 
exception to the unlawful 
and immoral acts in occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir, and 
play their role for a solution 
to the long-standing 
Kashmiri issue and the cessa-
tion of the genocide of the 
Kashmiri Muslims.

Declaring Women’s 
University as an asset of 
knowledge for Jammu and 
Kashmir state, the AJK 
President expressed the hope 
that Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr 
Abdul Hameed will soon 
achieve the target of building 

a permanent campus of the 
university, get financial 
resources, and hire highly 
qualified faculty for the uni-
versity in order to put it on the 
track of development.

The Senate session was 
attended besides Vice-
Chancellor Bagh University, 
Vice-Chancellor University of 
Poonch-Rawalakot Prof. Dr 
Mohammad Rasool Jan, 
Rector International Islamic 
University Prof Dr Masoom 
Yasinzai, former Vice-
Chancellor University of 
Peshawar Prof Dr Noor Jahan, 
former Vice-Chancellor of 
Fatima Jinnah Women’s 
University Prof Dr Samina 
Amin Cadir, Prof Dr Razia 
Sultana, Zaheeruddin Qure 
shi, Mohammad Raza Chuh 
an, Prof. Dr Farooq Ahmed, 
Dr. Mohammad Shoaib 
Amjad, Ms Saiqa Saghir, Ms 
Surriya Shaman.

AJK President declares 
India a fascist and not 

democratic state

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
police have registered 221 
cases at various police 
stations of the federal 
capital during last two 
days following policy of 
free registration of crime. 

In line with the direc-
tions of Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Islamabad 
Qazi Jamil ur Rehman, 
Islamabad police have 
adopted zero tolerance 
policy against those 
involved in delay of regis-
tration of crime cases.

DIG (Operations) 
Islamabad Police, Afzaal 
Ahmed Kausar reviewed 
the phone calls data of 
Rescue 15 about crime 
incidents. He thoroughly 
reviewed the crime data 
of last quarter of 2020 and 
directed for immediate 
registration of FIRs on 
reported crime cases. 

He said that Islamabad 
police will not compro-
mise on its policy regard-
ing immediate and free 
registration of crime and 

to take stern action 
against those involved in 
delaying the registration 
of First Information 
Reports (FIRs).

It was told that 221 FIRs 
have been registered dur-
ing last two days follow-
ing this review by DIG 
(Operations) while pro-
cess is underway for reg-
istration of other cases. 

DIG (Operations) said 
that a complaint cell 
would be established for 
registration of complaints 
and a cell number would 
be provided to citizens 
for messages or calls on it.

He said that compre-
hensive measures would 
be ensured for prevention 
of crime and ensure 
arrest of anti-social ele-
ments. Afzaal Ahmed 
Kausar said that it is 
responsibility of police to 
ensure protection to the 
lives and property of citi-
zens and ensure justice to 
them at their door steps. 
Every possible effort 
would be made to accom-
plish this responsibility.

Pakistan 
Railways’ 

reservation 
system 
crashes 

across the 
country

News Desk

KARACHI: The passen-
gers are facing problems 
as the ticket reservation 
system of the Pakistan 
Railways (PR) on Tuesday 
crashed across Pakistan. 

The booking offices of 
the PR, scheduled to open 
8 in the morning have not 
opened yet at the Cantt, 
City, Landhi railways sta-
tions. The passengers 
willing to travel through 
Pakistan Railways are 
facing hardships in get-
ting their reservations.

The reservation system 
could not be restored 
despite the passage of 
hours, while the already 
loss-running entity is fac-
ing more losses due to the 
crash of the system.

Last week, Federal 
Minister for Railways 
Azam Swati had said that 
the government is taking 
effective steps to make 
the Pakistan Railway a 
profitable entity.

Talking to the news-
man in Peshawar, he had 
shown determination to 
make the railway a profit-
able organization by tak-
ing pragmatic steps 
including getting.

Policy of free registration 
of crime, 221 cases 

registered in two days

Students protesting 
physical exams clash with 

police, security guards
INP NEWS

LAHORE/FAISALABAD: University students’ pro-
tests against physical examinations turned violent on 
Tuesday as they clashed with police and security 
guards outside their campuses.

In Lahore, some students of the University of 
Central Punjab, who staged a sit-in outside the cam-
pus, pelted stones at security guards. They tried to 
force their way into the campus but were pushed back 
by the guards who baton-charged them.

According to the protesters, three students got 
injured when security guards hurled stones and 
baton-charged them.

A large number of students staged a sit-in outside a 
varsity in Faisalabad. The protest turned violent when 
some of them started pelting stones at its gate and 
tried to break into the campus. The police baton-
charged the protesters and arrested five students.

Politically immature 
leaders have made 

opposition ‘hostage’: 
Fawad

News Desk

ISLAMABAD:  Federal 
Minister for Science and 
Technology Fawad 
Chaudhry on Tuesday 
said that politically 
immature leaders have 
made opposition ‘hos-
tage’.

In a statement, the min-
ister said that the mem-
bers of Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) are so confused 
that one day they decide 
to bring no-confidence 
motion against Prime 
Minister (PM) Imran 
Khan and the very next 

day, they make plan of 
long march and resigna-
tions.

The opponents are not 
ready for election 
reforms, he added.

Earlier, Fawad 
Chaudhry said that the 
PDM will keep on delay-
ing its resignations.

He also criticized 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) vice 
president Maryam 
Nawaz, saying that she 
could not even convinced 
Captain Safdar’s brother 
to resign.

Fawad Chaudhry said 
that the opposition’s time 
is up. Politics has moved 
forward but they are still 
stuck in the past. Even the 
public is not interested in 
attending opposition pro-
tests, he said. The minis-
ter said after every three 
months, Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) co-chairman 
Asif Ali Zardari and his 
company say that the 
next three months are 
important.

More arrests made in 
female student’s death 

case in Lahore
News Desk

LAHORE: Lahore 
police department on 
Tuesday made more 
arrests in connection 
with the incident of 
recovery of the female 
student’s body outside 
the emergency ward 
of a teaching hospital 
in Lahore.

Police officials have 
arrested another sus-
pect named as Owais, 
in the case after get-
ting his information 
from an accused, Usa 
ma, who had report-
edly brought Marya 
m’s body to the Lahor 
e’s Jinnah Hospital on 
Sunday. The initial 
postmortem report 
had revealed that the 
female student alleg-

edly died due to exces-
sive bleeding during 
an unsafe abortion. 
Police, however, said 
that the final postmor-
tem report will pro-
vide more facts 
regarding her death.

Moreover, police 
claimed to have 
arrested the woman 
involved in the unsafe 
abortion and her assis-
tant in the procedure. 
Police told the media 
that all arrested per-
sons have been inter-
rogated regarding the 
student’s death.

Earlier on Monday, 
it emerged that the 
police officials had 
arrested a suspect 
who allegedly fled 
along with his accom-
plice after leaving the 

body of the female 
student outside the 
emergency ward of 
the teaching hospital.

The deceased girl 
was reportedly receiv-
ing education from 
Government College 
University and she 
had reportedly died 
after visiting a private 
medical university 
along with an uniden-
tified person.

Police had said that 
the arrested suspect 
admitted that Maryam 
was pregnant and 
died during an abor-
tion procedure due to 
excessive bleeding. 
They added that evi-
dence have been col-
lected and the investi-
gation was underway 
in all aspects includ-

June 2022 set deadline for 
completion of Ganga Ram 

Mother and Child 
Hospital

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Health Minister Dr. Yasmin Rashid 
has set June 2022 as deadline for the completion of 
Mother and Child Hospital Ganga Ram. 

The provincial minister on Tuesday visited the site 
of the under-construction Mother and Child Hospital 
at Ganga Ram Hospital. Present on the occasion were 
Vice Chancellor Fatima Jinnah Medical University 
Professor Amir Zaman Khan, Medical Superintendent 
Ganga Ram Hospital Dr. Ehtesham ul Haq, Project 
Director Ejaz Shaikh and officers of the Building 
Department. The Project Director shared the latest 
progress on the project with the Minister. 

Dr. Yasmin said, “Mother and Child Hospital shall 
be completed by June 2022. In the year 2022, the state-
of-the-art hospital shall be opened for the general 
public. There is no shortage of funds for this project. 
Work is underway at full pace for this project. We 
shall be able to save lives of thousands of mothers and 
children with this facility. The completion of the hos-
pital is as per the commitment of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan towards public health.”

He provincial minister said, “The Mother and Child 
Hospital shall help us achieve targets of global health 
strategy. Vice-Chancellor Fatima Jinnah Medical 
University Professor Amir Zaman Khan is personally 
monitoring the progress. Chief Minister Punjab 
Sardar Usman Buzdar is being regularly updated 
about the pace of work at various mother and child 
hospitals.”

Two crushed to death in 
Karachi

News Desk

KARACHI: Two including a woman and a teenager 
were crushed to death by an over speeding dumper 
here in the metropolis on Tuesday.

According to details, the accident took place near 
Maymar Morr when a reckless driven dumper ran 
over two people soon they got off passenger bus.

As a result of accident Namreen w/o Umer Bugti 
and 13-year-old Alam Sher s/o Muhammad died on 
the spot.

The bodies were shifted to Abbasi Shaheed Hospital 
for medico-legal formalities. The police impounded 
the dumper and after registering a case against the 
driver have started an investigation.

Int’l HR bodies, 
media exposing 
Indian oppres-
sion in IIOJK: 

FM
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister, Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, has said that inte 
rnational human rights 
organizations and media 
are exposing the Indian 
oppression in Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

In a statement, he said 
India’s Republic Day is 
being observed as a Black 
Day today by Kashmiri 
people across the world. 
He said the Kashmiris 
are protesting as their 
rights have been 
usurped.

Shah Mahmood Qures 
hi said the minorities feel 
unsafe in India. Instead 
of democracy, black laws 
are being imposed in the 
neighboring country, he 
added.

India has taken every right 
from Kashmiris: Mishal Malik

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD:  Social 
activist and wife of 
Hurriyat leader Yasin 
Malik, Mishal Malik 
on Tuesday said that 
India has taken every 
right from the people 
of illegally occupied 
Kashmir.

In her message on 
the occasion of India s 
Republic Day, Mishal 
Malik said that Indian 
authorities have arres 
ted Hurriyat leader-

ship to shut their 
voices against the on 
going atrocities in the 
valley. Thousands of 
Kashmiris are bearing 
jail terms without com 
mitting any crime, she 
added. 

She said that On the 
other hand, Kashmiris 
on both sides of the 
Line of Control (LoC) 
and the world over are 
observing the Indian 
Republic Day as Black 
Day to convey the 
message to the inter-

national community 
that India continues to 
deny them their inal-
ienable right to self-
determination.

According to report, 
call for the observance 
of the Black Day was 
given by the All 
Parties Hurriyat Conf 
erence, Mirwaiz-led 
Hurriyat forum and 
other Hurriyat organ-
izations. The day was 
marked by a complete 
strike in occupied 
Kashmir.

IEP holds reference for 
Late Maj Gen ® Engr 

Hidayatullah
News Desk

ISLAMABAD:  A condolence reference was held at the 
Institution of Engineers Islamabad to pay tribute to 
Major Gen ® Engr Hidayatullah Khan Niazi who died 
on 30th December 2020.

Secretary IEP Islamabad Gp Capt ® Engr. 
Najamuddin informed the gathering of Engineers on 
the achievements and services of Late Maj Gen 
Hidayatullah khan who had the unique distinction to 
have served in ‘2’Arms namely; Corp of Engineers 
and Army Aviation. 

As a hero of 1965 war, he flew valiant tactical mis-
sion on an Army Aviation Aircraft to know the 
deployment of Indian Armoured Division in 
Chawinda area and encountered heavy Indian guns 
fire with 32 direct hits but ensured that after finding 
the valuable information landed the aircraft safely at 
Sialkot aerodrome. 

For his extraordinary courage and successful mis-
sion, he was awarded the gallantry Award of Sitara-e-
Jurrat. On return to his parent Corp of Engineers 
from Army Aviation, he progressed in different 
important assignments to become a Major General.  

Chairman IEP Local Centre in his speech recalled 
his association with Late General as Secretary of 
Engineers Cooperative Housing Society (ECHS) 
Islamabad. 

He apprised the audience that Gen Niazi was a 
humble, straight forward and upright person who as 
a President of ECHS has played a pivotal role in mak-
ing the Housing Society a success and free from any 
financial scandals, and this has been a great service to 
the Engineers of Rawalpindi-Islamabad. 


