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News Desk

QUETTA: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on 
Monday called for fur-
ther debt relief for stress 
ed countries amid a sur 
ge in the coronavirus 
pandemic around the 
world and the detection 
of the new Covid-19 var-
iants, saying “much 
more needed to be done” 
to achieve the sustaina-
ble development goals 
(SDGs) by the 2030 tar-
get.
Addressing the fourth 
session of the United 
Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD), he observed 
that developing coun-

tries were “trapped 
between recovering 
from the pandemic and 
meeting their debt ser-
vicing obligations”.
“The world today is 
grappling with a series 
of interlinked and 
unprecedented public 
health and economic cri-
ses. While the coronavi-
rus does not discrimi-
nate between the rich 
and the poor, the most 
vulnerable people and 
countries have suffered 
the most,” he said, add-
ing that millions were 
likely to fall below the 
poverty line as a result.
“Covid-19 vaccines are 
now being administered 
in developed countries 

but it seems like it will 
take much longer for the 
vaccines to fully cover 
the Global South. Susta 
nable development will 
remain elusive as long as 
the pandemic persists.”
Referring to his call last 
year for a global initia-
tive on debt relief for 
developing countries 
including Pakistan, he 
said “much more needed 
to be done” in this 
regard or else achieving 
the sustainable develop-
ment goals by 2030 
would “remain [a] 
daunting [task]”.“The 
pandemic also offers an 
opportunity to address 
the structural barriers 
hampering glo bal pros-

perity and devel opm 
ent,” the premier said 
during his address.
Prime Minister Imran 
also presented a five-
point agenda which he 
said could help coun-
tries overcome the 
effects of the pandemic 
and remove obstacles to 
development. Elabor 
ating on his agenda, the 
premier called for an 
equitable and affordable 
supply of coronavirus 
vaccines to developing 
countries and for 
expanding Covax — the 
World He lth Organ isa-
tion’s (WH O) global 
shared vaccine pro-
gramme. “This would 
enable the developing 

countries to spend their 
precious resources on 
socio-economic develop-
ment needs,” he noted.
He also called for addi-
tional debt relief for the 
most stressed countries, 
suggesting it be exte 
nded till the pandemic 
ended and “restructur-
ing of the public sector 
debt under an agreed 
and inclusive multilat-
eral framework”. Prime 
Minister Imran also 
asked the world commu-
nity to expand conces-
sional financing through 
multilateral develop-
ment banks.
His third point was 
related to special draw-
ing rights (SDRs)..

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Gover 
nment of Sindh on 
Monday opposed the 
presidential reference 
seeking opinion of the 
Supreme Court about 
holding Senate elec-
tions with open bal-
lot.

In its reply submit-
ted with the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan 
(SCP), the provincial 
government opposed 
the possibility of 
holding Senate polls 
through the open bal-
lot and said that the 
Senate elections 
would be held as per 
the Article 226 of the 
constitution of 1973.

Sindh government 
has requested the 
apex court to not give 
its opinion on the 
presidential refer-
ence.

Earlier, the Election 
Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP), in its 
reply to the apex 
court, rejected the 
possibility of holding 
Senate polls through 
the open ballot.

“Senate polls are 
defined in article 59, 
219 and 224 of the 
constitution, the ECP 

reply read. Further 
more as per article 
226 all elections under 
the Constitution, 
other than those of 
the Prime Minister 
and the Chief 
Minister, shall be by 
secret ballot.”

“Pakistan’s Constit 
ution of 1973 does not 
allow open ballot elec-
tions for Senate.”

It is pertinent to 
mention here that Dr. 
Arif Alvi approved 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s recommenda-
tion and sent a refer-
ence to the apex court 
under Article 186 to 
conduct the Senate 
polls by open ballot.

The top court’s 
guidance has been 
sought in the presi-
dential reference in 
order to amend 
Section 122 (6) of the 
Election Act, 2017 
without amending the 
constitution.

The federal cabinet 
had on December 15 
approved to seek 
guidance of the SC 
over the matter. The 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) wants to 
hold the elections by 
open ballot to stop 
horse trading.

Qureshi 
makes 

telephone 
call to 

Afghan FM, 
discusses 
issues of 
mutual 
interests

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Makhdoom 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
made a telephone call to 
his Afghan counterpart 
Hanif Atmar on Monday 
and discussed the mat-
ters of mutual interests 
with him.

Shah Mahmood while 
highlighting Pakistan’s 
policy to strengthen trade 
between the two coun-
tries, drew FM Atmar’s 
attention towards pro-
posed establishment of 
Border Sustenance Mark 
ets. He underlined that it 
was a special initiative of 
the Prime Minister Imran 
Khan to boost local trade 
and economic activity in 
the border regions. The 
Foreign Minister express 
ed hope for the earliest 
finalization of the MoU.  

Reiterating Pakistan’s 
consistent support to a 
peaceful, stable and pros-
perous Afghanistan, the 
Foreign Minister under-
lined that the Intra-
Afghan Negotiations 
(IAN) provided an his-
toric opportunity for the 
Afghan leadership to 
achieve an inclusive, 
broad-based and compre-
hensive political settle-
ment in Afghanistan. 

He expressed concerns 
on the high level of vio-
lence in Afghanistan and 
emphasized progress in 
the IAN which would 
also facilitate reduction in 
violence, leading to cease-
fire.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan gives statement at 4th Session of the United Nations conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) Intergovernmental Group of experts (IGE) on Financing for Development (FfD) at Islamabad. PID

Imran Khan calls for debt 
relief for developing 

countries

No CPEC project on hold: 
CPEC Authority chief

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: No China-
Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) project 
was on hold and the work 
was never slowed down, 
Chairman CPEC Autho 
rity Lt. General Asim 
Saleem Bajwa (retd) said, 
Gwadar Pro reported on 
Monday.

Work on the eastern, 
western and central align-
ments was in full swing, 
and the second phase of 
the project was just begin-
ning. The CPEC Authority 
Chairman said that 
underdeveloped areas, 
especially southern parts 
of Balochistan were being 
given importance under 
CPEC. He said a dam and 
a desalination plant had 
been built in Gwadar in a 
bid to resolve chronic 
water shortages affecting 

the inhabitants. 
“An airport with the 

biggest runway of 
Pakistan worth $ 230 mil-
lion is also being built in 
Gwadar,” he said.

Speaking to a delega-
tion of senior officials and 
researchers of the 
Institute of Policy Studies 
(IPS) at the CPEC 
Authority’s Secr etariat, 
he said that Paki stan 
attached great impor-
tance to CPEC, according 
to an official statement 
released here. Bajwa said 
CPEC was a national pro-
ject, and Pakistan was 
ready to pay any price for 
its success. The IPS delega-
tion comprised its Execu 
tive President Khalid Rah 
man, General Manager 
Operations Naufil Shahr 
ukh, senior associates 
Amanullah Khan, Mirza 
Hamid Hasan and others.

Sindh govt opposes 
Senate polls through 

open ballot

Accused in-
volved in shaing 
beard, mustache 
of man arrested: 

Shahwani
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: All accused inv 
olved in torturing, shav-
ing mustache, beard, eye-
brows, and hair of a you 
ng man have been arrest 
ed in Barkhan. Liaquat 
Shahwani, the Spokesman 
government of 
Balochistan said all four 
accused involved in tor-
turing the young man 
Sardar Khan arrested in 
Barkhan district of the 
province.

Levies force arrested 
the accused from the 
Vetakri area of Barkhan 
district on Sunday morn-
ing. The accused shifted to 
levies station for investiga-
tion, Mr. Shahwani said. 
Accused had tortured 
Sardar Khan in Vetakri 
area of Barkhan 

The accused had sub-
jected Sardar Khan, a 
young man to torture and 
shave his mustache, beard, 
hair, and eyebrows a few 
days back in Barkhan dis-
trict. 

The violent video went 
viral on social media caus-
ing public outrage against 
the incident. The accused 
identified as Yar Muhamm 
ad, Faiz Muha mmad, 
Hashim, and Rasheed. 
Case registered.

JUI Pakistan not Fazal ur 
Rehman: Sherani announces 

countrywide campaign
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Maulana Muha 
mmad Khan Sherani on 
Monday said the party’s 
registered name with the 
election commission is 
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam 
Pakistan, not JUI (F). “We 
are and we were not part 

of JUI (F)”, Maulana 
Sherani, one of the dissi-
dent leaders within the 
religious party told a 
news conference.

Former senators Hafiz 
Hussain Ahmed, Dr. 
Ismail Buledi, senator 
Maulana Gul Naseeb, and 
others were also present 

on the occasion.
Coordination offices at 

all districts: Sherani
Maulana Sherani 

announced the establish-
ment of coordination 
offices across Balochistan 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
to organized the party. 
“We have decided to 

launch mass-contact”, the 
Maulana who headed the 
JUI for over two decades 
in Balochistan said.

Regarding the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM), Maulana Sherani 
said, “no future of PDM”. 
He said the threat for the 
anti-government move-

ment was within not from 
outside.

“Our struggle is against 
family domination of JUI”, 
Hafiz Hussain   In respo 
nse to a question, Hafiz 
Hussain Ahmed said their 
struggle was to end family 
politics and domination 
from JUI. “They only 

accommodated their broth 
ers”, he claimed without 
mentioning the name of 
Maulana Fazal ur Rehm 
an, the Chief of JUI (F). 
This was for the first time 
that dissidents within the 
religious groups annou 
nced opposition of Maula 
na Fazal ur Rehman’s.

2021 crucial for politics of 
country: Asif Zardari

News Desk
LAHORE: Co-Chairman 
Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP), Asif Ali Zardari 
has termed 2021 crucial 
for politics of the country. 
“Next few months crucial 
for future of this country”, 
the former president said.

“It (the government) 
may commit a blunder in 
the current situation (and) 
put the country into a 
grave danger,” the PPP 
leader warned while 
speaking to Punjab PPP’s 
general secretary 
Chaudhry Manzoor by 
phone on Sunday.

“The Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement is united 
and it will continue its 
onslaught against the gov-
ernment from all direc-

tions,” a statement issued 
by the party’s Punjab 
chapter quoted Mr 
Zardari as saying.

The former president 
said it was time for the PTI 
government to go home as 
its inexperience and 
ineptness might plunge 
the country into a bigger 
crisis.

“The PDM will use all 
options at hand to gradu-
ally get rid of the PTI gov-
ernment,” Mr Zardari 
said, adding that the 
movement would no more 
let the rulers hide behind 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
He said the PTI govern-
ment would neither pro-
cure coronavirus vaccine 
nor spend anything on 
public.

Syed Sardar Muhammad 
Khondai

CHAMAN: Around 200 heroin 
addicts have started a hunger 
strike in Chaman, Pakistan’s bor-
dering city with Afghanistan. 
The addicts have been observing 
hunger strike for the last four 
days as a protest over the non-
availability of food and medi-
cines in a rehabilitation located 
in the bordering city.

“I cannot feed and treat all 
these addicts”, Lala Khan, the 
Chief of the drug rehabilitation 
center said. On his own, Mr. 
Khan has established a rehabili-
tation center for heroin addicts in 
Chaman. “No food, no medicine 

inside the center”, addicts com-
plained The addicts complained 
neither food nor medicines avail-
able inside the rehabilitation 
center. “There is nothing to eat”, 
Jamil Ahmed, a middle-aged 
drug addict laments. Like 
Ahmed, dozens of heroin addicts 
were lying beds observing hun-
ger strike.

The protesting addicts have 
demanded of the government to 
provide food and medicines to 
the rehabilitation center. “Where 
can I go? I want treatment”, 
Muhammad Akram, another 
skinny-thinny addict said.

Lala Khan claimed to have 
sold out all his properties to run 
this center. “What I had, I sold 

out”, Mr. Khan who was also 
observing the hunger strike 
said.

Curse of narcotics destroyed 
lives of youngsters 

The curse of narcotics has 
destroyed society in the general 
and the young generation in 
special. The curse of heroin 
introduced in the aftermath of 
the Afghan war has destroyed 
the lives of thousands of youth 
in Quetta and other parts of 
Balochistan and Pakistan.

“There is no treatment on the 
part of the government”, 
Muhammad Akram, who was 
half-lying complained. He said 
the treatment was best earlier 
but now they are starving.

Chaman: Around 200 Heroin Addicts on hunger strike

“One PDM so many 
narratives”, Shibli Faraz

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting, Shibli 
Faraz on Monday said, 
“one PDM so many narra-
tives”. The minister took 
to social media network 
Twitter and said there 
were multiple narratives 
within the anti-govern-
ment alliance.

Shibli Faraz stated that 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
was calling for a moving 
no-confidence motion 
and at the same time 
Maryam Nawaz was try-
ing to stress on launching 
of a long-march. “Clear 
difference of narratives 
within the PDM”, he 
asserted. The Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM), an alliance of 11 
opposition parties has 
launched a protest move-

ment against the Pakistan 
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) led 
government in the coun-
try. PDM chief Maulana 
Fazal ur Rehman has 
announced to intensify 
protest against what he 
called ‘selected’ rulers in 
the days to come.

The federal minister’s 
tweet comes two days 
after PML-N leader 
Ahsan Iqbal demanded 
PPP chief Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari to “show num-
bers” to back up his sug-
gestion of a no-confidence 
motion against the 
incumbent government. 
Bilawal had last week 
hinted at the possibility 
of ousting the PTI govern-
ment through a no-confi-
dence motion and said all 
member parties of the 
PDM will be convinced to 
use this option and reach 
a consensus on the issue.
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Climate Change and Quetta
Asif Khan
The environmental 
and climate change 
problems in Quetta 
city are serious. A 
significant decline in 
environmental condi-
tions over the past 
quarter of the cen-
tury is highly visible. 
The mountain-ringed 
city has been declared 
as one of the most 
polluted cities in the 
globe. The underly-
ing reasons behind 
this is the rapid 
growth of the popu-
lation, industries, 
vehicles emitting pol-
lution, Chloro Floro 
Carbon (CFC) being 
emitted by refrigera-
tors.

Fast urbanization 
coupled with increas-
ing population 
growth indicates that 
the population of the 
city will be doubled 
by 2030. The Climate 
of Quetta is arid, tem-
perate with low pre-
cipitation in winter, 
and higher evapo-
transpiration in sum-

mer. The altitude in 
the district varies 
from 5577 ft. to 10500 
ft. therefore, the 
weather is extremely 
dry and the winter is 
very cold. 
Unfortunately, the 
city lies outside the 
range of the monsoon 
range and rainfall is 
scanty and irregular.

Quetta endured 
spells of drought, 
earthquakes, flash-
floods 

Quetta valley is part 
of the Basin and con-
sists of a tectonic 
depression, a buried 
valley, and karstic 
bedrock. A network 
of minor valleys dis-
sects the Quetta val-
ley. Quetta like other 
parts of Balochistan is 
an arid largely moun-
tainous district with 
low rainfall 100-300 
mm/year and 
extreme variations in 
temperature during 
summer and winter. 
It has endured fre-
quent spells of 
drought, flash floods, 
and earthquakes. 

Quetta is the center of 
tertiary education 
and health care ser-
vices as well as the 
hub of commerce 
trade, and employ-
ment.

Quetta and overall 
Balochistan need on 
an urgent basis the 
comprehensive net-
work of stations that 
meet the standards of 
the World 
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
organization and are 
geared to the needs of 
the province.

World Climate 
Change organiza-
tions and Govt of 
Pakistan and 
Balochistan need to 
focus on issues and 
challenges of Climate 
change in Balochistan, 
especially Quetta city. 
The vision of the gov-
ernment in the short 
term is of generating 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
weather and climate 
data in a usable form 
for different applica-
tions.

The weather fore-
cast, long-term trends, 

and projection for 
agriculture, inform-
ing the situation of 
water, drought, flood 
windstorm, cold 
wave, heatwave, res-
cue, relief, and reha-
bilitation after a dis-
aster. In the long term, 
emissions will be 
reduced in order to 
contribute to the 
national and interna-
tional efforts of reduc-
ing global warming.

Delay, Check Dams 
need to be con-
structed around 
Quetta 

Delay and check 
dams also need to be 

constructed around 
Quetta city to main-
tain the depleting 
water table on a war-
footing basis. The 
strategy of water 
shade management 
should also be 
applied to attract 
more rains to over-
come the scarcity of 
water problems. The 
Prime Minister’s plan 
of 1 billion trees 
needs to be translated 
into action when it 
comes to Quetta and 
other arid parts of 
Balochistan to miti-
gate the impacts of 
climate change.

Cyber-bullying and digital harassment con-

tinue to increase in Pakistan like in other 

parts of the globe. Social media platforms 

including Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, etc 

are becoming ground for online harass-

ment. The Federal Investigation Agency 

(FIA) Cybercrime wing disposed of around 

1,00,000 complaints about online harass-

ment during the year 2020.

Cases of cyber crime appear to be on a con-

stant rise after the increasing dependency 

of human beings on information technol-

ogy globally. Social media platforms turned 

into political battlefields also. However, 

some elements have been using social 

medial platforms for financial fraud, har-

assing women, child pornography.

Cybercrime reporting increased almost 5 

times in Pakistan 

Reporting increased almost 5 times as com-

pared to the previous year. The agency dis-

posed of 1,00,000 complaints till the end of 

2020. The complaints lodged at the 

Cybercrime Wing of FIA related to financial 

fraud, harassment, stalking, and unauthor-

ized access, they mentioned. The exact num-

ber of complaints lodged with the Wing was 

recorded 94, 227 across the country.

In view of the growing number of com-

plaints, the FIA established specialized 

investigation units to deal with financial 

fraud, harassment, defamation, women har-

assment, child pornography, and other high 

profile cases.

FIA cyber crime wing: Complainants have 

to go to the nearest FIA cybercrime office 

with a written application, evidence in hard 

copy, and an ID card. Minors need to be 

accompanied by guardians.

26 accused involved in child abuse appre-

hended during 2020

The Cybercrime Wing of the agency lodged 

24 FIRs and arrested 26 accused and busted 

3 gangs involved in child pornography and 

exploration. Sources said this helped in 

decreasing the number of child pornogra-

phy incidents in the country. The agency 

also strengthened its cooperation with 

Interpol, the national crime bureau, 

Facebook, and Whatsapp. The global com-

panies responded to 191 requests out of a 

total of 214 with regard to cybercrime.

The FIA Cybercrime Wing intensified its 

operations and arrested 621 accused, 22 

gangs busted and 20,000 electronic gadgets 

recovered across the country. The agency 

also arrested 22 accused involved in BISP 

fraud and 4 million recovered after registra-

tion of 16 cases and 95 inquiries.

The Revolution of information technology 

has empowered every individual to express 

and her views independently. The monop-

oly of a few newspapers, journalists, and 

media houses decreased with the arrival of 

smartphones. However, the government is 

yet to regulate social media. Fake news, 

online harassment, cyber-bullying have 

almost become the order of the day in the 

country. Code of ethics for all social media 

platforms in consultation with all stake-

holders needs to be introduced and imple-

mented. Only then, the use of filthy lan-

guage, fraud, blackmailing, online threats, 

harassment can be stopped.

Online Harassment 
In Pakistan

Quetta: Recalling old memories

” Our Quetta” is call-
ing for the restoration 
of its real character, 
culture, harmony, 
and tradition! Dear 
Quettaties! come for-
ward, join hands and 
restore the city in its 
original shape of the 
40s.

Share your life, 
views, experiences 
about the city, its 
value, pictures. To 
me, Quetta is like the 
Athens of Greece, 
where we have our 
Plato’s, Aristotle’s, 
and guides like 
T h u c y d i d e s . 
Unfortunately, the 
cosmopolitism of 
Quetta is affected/ 
infected by the lust 
of opportunism and 
greed.

The revival of the 
city of Quetta, from 
seven cinemas to 
Qulfi Wala, to lat-
khana, to Malibagh, 
to old teachers of 
dignity to the shin-
ing character of shin-
ing individuals are 

calling us for the 
revival of the lost 
spirit of Quetta.

One magistrate was 
enough to maintain 
order in Quetta 

A city where one 
magistrate was 
enough for rule of 
law, where citizens 
were living like a 
family. Where the 
youth was guided 
and link ed with the 
experienced gen era-
tion, where festive 
was not n the basis of 
ethnicity, money, and 
class. The Univ ersity 
of Balochistan was 
the source of knowl-
edge.

Where there was 
no restriction 
between cantonment 
and city, where life 
was like a song and 
reflecting of Roomi. 
Where there were no 
ethnic, linguistic, 
tribal, sectarian, reli-
gious, and class dif-
ferences.  The famous 
Sardar Khair Mohd 
Tajik used to control 
the price hike. Now 
the whole adminis-
tration appears to be 
helpless before 
hoarders. The well-
known Hwaldar 
Irshad was enough 
to control crime.

Bring back the 
beauty of the city

It was in my view a 
time of Quetta’s 
enlightenment. We 
can still bring back 

this culture provided 
if we can organize 
three-generation of 
the 70s to date. I 
hope we can do that 
till we have, the 
University of 
Balochistan, civil 
hospital, Ghazi cin-
ema, Mali Bagh, and 
above all Islamia 
high School, techni-
cal High School, 
Taameer e Nou High 
School, Sandeman, 
and Muslim Bagh 
high School, and 
Kandahari Masjid. 
We need to map out 
and promote our 
golden culture of 
Quetta. I request All 
Quettaties to unite 
and save Quetta. It’s 
our duty, role, and 
future.

We had our role 
models and heroes 
like Mama 
Footballer,  Fazal full 
back and excellent 
players, Anari. 
Therefore ball play-
ers were the men 
who used to asked in 
our Mohalla based” 
where in the families 
we do ask each other 
about then and tested 
knowledge. We had 
Islam Golay Wala, 
who was famous and 
the only brand and 
even popular than 
today’s any brand. 
We had chains of 
hotels like Dawn 
hotel, firdosi hotel, 
Baldia restaurant, 

Rex hotel. These 
hotels were the hub 
of political dialogues 
and political activists 
used to talk about 
local politics and 
used to analyze the 
report of Famous “ 
Mark Telly” .Lourdes 
Hotel used to host 
travellors from vari-
ous countries and the 
youngster of Quetta 
like me used to make 
friendship with them 
to sharp our English.

Unfortunately with 
the time not only we 
lost our cosmopoli-
tanism. Of our city. 
But also became 
stranger in our own 
city. There was a time 
when all cinemas 
used to have special 
ladies day on each 
Wednesday, when 
only ladies were 
allowed to watch 

movies of Nadeem, 
Mohd Ali, Zeba and 
Waheed Murad. I felt 
gloomy when I feel 
helpless to revive the 
same culture of 
Quetta. Quetta.  Boo 
k stalls like. Gosha e 
Adab, Quetta book 
stall and we’re the 
source of knowledge. 
In each Mohalla we 
had small libraries 
from which people 
used to borrow/ rent 
books and enjoy at 
home like we now 
do by watching 
Netflix. 

I wish that some 
how may revive that 
culture as still there 
is lot of hope till the 
true and native 
Quetties are alive 
and talking about 
this history with pa 
ssion. Only some sti 
mulus is required.

An old photo of Quetta before the deadliest 
earthquake of 1935: Photo taken from google

Amjad Rasheed

Quetta generates 1,200kgs solid waste every day
Muhammad Jehangir 
Kakar 
Solid Waste 
Management is a 
mandate of Local 
Councils under 
‘Municipal Services’ 
as per Section 2 (xlvii) 
of Local Govt Act 
2010. On average, 
more than 1200 kilo-
grams of solid waste 
is generated every 
day in Quetta city 
whereas the lifting 
capacity of the Quetta 
M u n i c i p a l 
Corporation is less 
than just half of what 
is produced. QMC 
has its own institu-
tional and human 
resource constraints 
in complementing 
the task conferred on 
it legally.

Safe Polythene 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Strategy 2021 will be 
launched officially  
from Jan 18

The Safe Polythene 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Strategy 2021 will be 
launched officially 
on Monday, Jan 18, 
2021. The Strategy 
commits to collect-
ing the polythene 
dispersed in the 
environment, the 
introduction of forty-
micron polythene 
bags, and the social 
behavioral program 
in affecting peoples 
attitudes making the 
civic base more 
responsive. The 
Strategy is the first 
phase that will ori-
ent around the 
Quetta Valley and 

would subsequently 
be extended to other 
parts of the prov-
ince. Polythene 
remains an environ-
mental challenge 
that needs to be 
strongly met out.

According to vari-
ous surveys, 
Polythene forms the 
major chunk of the 
solid waste when 
segregated. Of the 
various types of use 
of polythene bags, 
the low-quality pol-
ythene used for 
daily consumption 
is the most serious 
one. This low-qual-
ity polythene is used 
once and then is dis-
carded to rest in the 
environment forever 
without any proper 
m a n a g e m e n t . 
Polythene of this 
type chokes the san-
itation lines and is 
never degraded 
affecting the envi-
ronment forever.

The first challenge 
as poised in the 
strategy is the col-
lection of the exist-
ing Polythene in the 
environment. A 
t h r e e - p r o n g e d 
approach will target 
this sector segregat-
ing the city areas 
into three different 
categories.

First category 
includes drains, 
solid waster dump 
sites, public offices, 
schools 

The first category 
includes areas such 
as Drains/Nallas, 
Solid Waste Dump 

Sites, and Public 
O f f i c e s/S c h o o l s/ 
Colleges. The 
responsibility with 
regard to the collec-
tion of polythene 
from these areas 
will rest upon the 
QMC.

The next zone 
includes the busi-
ness and commer-
cial centers while 

picking the poly-
thene from these 
areas will rest with 
t h e 
Anjuman.e.Tajiraan 
Quetta.

The last area from 
which existing poly-
thene in the envi-
ronment will be col-
lected will be the 
residential areas 
and the scenic spots. 
The responsibility 
shall here lie with 
the Civil Society 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s 
namely BRSP, WESS, 
and Taraqee 
Foundations.

The strategy, 
therefore, gives a 
mixture of public, 
private, and civic 
sectors which 
together can cause a 
change in managing 
the issue of poly-

thene safely.
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

Protection Agency 
has initiated 
‘ B a l o c h i s t a n 
Prohibition on Sale, 
Use and Import of 
Polyethylene Bags 
(Black or any other 
polyethylene bags 
below Forty Micron 
thickness single-ply) 
Bill 2019’ on legally 
catering for the pol-
ythene. The Bill is 
pending approval of 
the Provincial 
Cabinet which shall 
soon be turned into 
a Law regulating 
this sector. The Bill 
specifies legally the 
thickness of the 
Polythene bags to be 
in no way less than 
40 microns. 
Contravention to 
this specification 
will attract penalties 
including imprison-
ment for 6 months or 
imposition of a fine 
of up to 5 hundred 
thousand rupees or 
both.

Illegal transporta-
tion of polythene is 
the biggest challenge 

The biggest chal-
lenge is the illegal 
transportation of 
polythene in the 
province. The smug-
gling takes place 
from the interna-
tional borders and 
the interprovincial 
t r a n s b o u n d a r y 
movement of the low 
polythene bags. The 
strategy takes cogni-
zance of this chal-
lenge and fixes cer-
tain responsibilities 

on the organizations 
concerned namely 
the Pakistan FC and 
Pakistan Customs 
along with stringent 
measures to be 
emplaced by the 
D i s t r i c t 
Administrations.

The strategy is 
vocal in detailing of 
recycling of the pol-
ythene where an 
Agent will be 
selected by the EPA 
who shall hold a 
license to collecting 
the polythene and 
then recycling it pro-
ducing different 
items of use. The 
Agent shall abide by 
the guidelines issued 
by the Government.

The Strategy envis-
ages conducting pro-
fessional research/
survey on the poly-
thene phenomenon 
in the city and its 
hazards to the envi-
ronment and human 
health. The findings 
of the research will 
further refine and 
support the strategy.

The biggest chal-
lenge however will 
remain how to affect 
the peoples’ behavior 
making them more 
responsive. The 
Strategy does corre-
spond to creating 
behavioral change but 
the same needs to be 
made more robust 
and intuitive.

The author is the 
Director-General of 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Agency 
(EPA) Government of 
Balochistan
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QUETTA: All Pakistan WAPDA Hydro electric workers union hold protest against privatization. QV PHOTO

HYDERABAD: Children enjoying swings at Rani Bagh. INP PHOTO

Japan to provide ¥1,986mln 
for installation of weather 

surveillance radar in 
Sukkur

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Gover 
nment of Japan has agreed 
to provide grants approxi-
mately worth 1,986 million 
Japanese Yen (Equivalent 
to around 19 million USD / 
around 3,057 million PKR) 
for installation of weather 
surveillance radar in dis-
trict Sukkur of Sindh.

In this connection, notes 
were signed and 
exchanged between 
Ambassador of Japan to 
Pakistan H.E. MATSUDA 
Kuninori and Secretary, 
Ministry of Economic 
Affairs Mr. Noor Ahmed 
in Islamabad on Monday. 
A Grant Agreement (G/A) 
on the details of implemen-
tation of the project was 

signed and exchanged 
between Mr. FURUTA 
Shigeki, Chief Represent 
ative, Japan International 
Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) Pakistan Office and 
Ms. Syeda Adeela Bokhari, 
Joint Secretary (Japan/
NGO/INGO), Ministry of 
Economic Affairs.

Weather surveillance 
radars have been upgrade 
in Islamabad, Karachi and 
to be establish in Multan 
under JICA‘s grand aid. 
Under this project, a new 
weather radar is developed 
in Sukkur, Sindh province. 
It covers a gap for weather 
surveillance and develops 
a weather surveillance 
radar network which can 
cover around 90% of the 
whole country.

Monitoring Desk/INP 
NEWS

Muzaffarabad/Srinagar, Jan 
25 (INP): Kashmiris on both 
sides of the Line of Control 
and across the world will 
observe Indian Republic 
Day, falling on January 26, 
Tuesday (today), as black 
day to invite the attention of 
international community 
towards the continued long 
unlawful and forcible Indian 
occupation of Jammu & 
Kashmir and continued 
depriving them of their 
internationally-recognized 
right of self-determination 
by India since last 74 years.

Call for the observance of 
the Black Day has been given 
by the All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference. The day will be 
marked with a complete 
shutdown in occupied 
Kashmir, anti-India rallies 
and demonstrations in world 
capitals.

Kashmiris observe the 

Indian Republic day as black 
day every year to mark 
strong indignation and pro-
test against the continued 
long Indian subjugation of 
the occupied Jammu & 
Kashmir besides to mark the 
Indian Republic Day as black 
day every year to protest 
and apprise the world of the 
continued brutalities and 
custodial killing of the inno-
cent Kashmiris and the una-
bated massive violations of 
human rights by the Indian 
occupying forces in the held 
state.

This year, too, Kashmiris 
are observing the Indian 
republic day as black day at 
the time when the hardliner 
PM Modi-led Indian govern-
ment, by violating all inter-
national norms and commit-
ments on the global issue of 
Jammu Kashmir, scrapped 
special status of the interna-
tionally-acknowledged dis-
puted status of the Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu 

and Kashmir (IIOJK) revok-
ing article 370 and article 
35-A of her (India) constitu-
tion through August 5, 2019 
sinister act at the gun point 
through fresh deployment of 
at least a million of its mili-
tary and para military 
troops in IIOJK.

Besides the observance of 
the day also aimed at to 
apprise the world commu-
nity of the continued hostile 
attitude of India denying 
Kashmiris their legitimate 
right to self-determination 
and deviating all interna-
tional norms escaping from 
the peaceful solution of the 
much delayed Kashmir 
issue.

In Azad Jammu & 
Kashmir, protest rallies and 
demonstrations against con-
tinual illegal, illicit and 
unlawful Indian occupation 
of a major part of Jammu & 
Kashmir, will be the hall 
mark of the black day in all 
ten districts of the liberated 

territory. These protest 
marches and rallies will be 
the hallmark of the sched-
uled black day.

Major rally to observe the 
Indian Republic Day will be 
held in Muzaffarabad on 
this occasion. AJK leaders of 
various political parties 
including those in the AJK 
Parliament will lead the 
rally to be held to mark the 
day.

The day will also mark 
complete solidarity with the 
freedom-loving people of 
IIOJK in their just and prin-
cipled struggle for freedom 
and for the achievement of 
their legitimate right to self-
determination.

The protest rallies are 
scheduled to be arranged by 
various social, political and 
public representative organ-
izations representing people 
of all spheres of life includ-
ing lawyers, journalists, 
members of the business 
community, laborers, stu-

dents, women and social and 
political workers to express 
fullest traditional hatred 
against the Indian imperial-
ism besides protesting 
against the continued denial 
of all global norms and com-
mitments on Kashmir and 
the persistent deviation and 
denial of the Kashmiris 
birth right to self-determi-
nation since over last 74 
years by India.

In Mirpur, a protest rally, 
to be followed by a big pro-
cession of people belonging 
to all segments of the civil 
society, to observe the 
Indian Republic Day as black 
day, will be held at Shaheed 
chowk, organizers said.

“The city elders represent-
ing all segments of the civil 
society will highlight the 
importance of early peaceful 
settlement of the Kashmir 
problem besides expressing 
severe hatred against India 
for her India’s continual 
unlawful and forced.

Kashmiris to observe Indian 
Republic Day as Black Day today

News Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of National Business Group of 
FPCCI, President Pakistan Businessmen and Intelle 
ctuals Forum and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, Mian 
Zahid Hussain has said that the suspension of natural 
gas to captive plants will hit production, exports, 
investments and jobs. 

Talking to business community on Monday, he said 
the decision to shut down captive power plants will 
also hit revenue, tax targets and foreign exchange 
reserves. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the decision to link 
factories having captive power plants to the national 
grid should be reconsidered as the feeble power infra-
structure is unable to provide continued electricity.

Suspension of gas supply to industries will not 
improve the situation in the country but it will leave 
three hundred thousand workers in the textile sector 
which other sectors will also suffer, he warned. 

The business leader said that the supply chain sup-
porting the export sector will also be shattered creating 
more problems to the industrial sector. 

Decision has been taken at a time when the export 
industry has bagged unprecedented orders and billions 
have been invested in capacity building and expansion 
which is being wasted, he noted. 

Mian Zahid Hussain said that production, trans-
mission and distribution system of the power sector is 
highly inefficient which is wasting twenty percent of 
the production resulting in circular dent amounting to 
almost Rs2.5 trillion.  Power outages and disruption is 
damaging machinery adding to repaid costs and put-
ting timely completion of export orders at stake, he 
said, adding that the export sector should establish 
their own terminal and start importing LNG to find 
some relief.

Captive power plants 
closure to hit production, 

exports & jobs: Mian Zahid

500,000 shots of corona 
vaccine insufficient for 
Pakistan: Javed Akram

News Desk

LAHORE: Vice-Chanc 
ellor of the University 
of Health Sciences 
(UHS), Dr Javed Akra 
m has said that 0.5 mil-
lion shots of coronavi-
rus vaccine will be on 
downside of the coun-
try’s need on Monday.

It is to be mentioned 
here that Foreign Minis 
ter Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi has recently 
said that China will 
provide 500,000 doses 
of its Sinovac coronavi-
rus vaccine to Pakistan 
by January 31.

Dr Javed Akram said 
that monitoring of the 
results is also impor-
tant after administer-
ing a vaccine.

Talking here the 
UHS Lahore’s vice 
chancellor said that no 
vaccine yet prepared 
anywhere to give 100 
percent results against 
the COVID-19. The vac-
cines prepared so far 
have an efficacy rate of 

75 to 95 pct, Dr. Akram 
said.

It is pertinent to 
mention here that after 
the clinical trial, the 
Drug Regulatory Auth 
ority of Pakistan (DR 
AP) had approved Astr 
aZeneca and Sinop har 
m’s vaccines for emer-
gency use in the coun-
try.

Federal Minister for 
Planning, Developm 
ent and Special Initia 
tives Asad Umar said 
on Saturday that Pakist 
an will approve the 
third Covid-19 vaccine 
in the coming days.

The Drug Regulatory 
Authority of Pakistan 
(DRAP) had approved 
two coronavirus vac-
cines while clinical tri-
als for Russia’s Sputnik 
V COVID vaccine has 
been completed in 
Pakistan.

“DRAP will give the 
approval to Russian 
vaccine for emergency 
use in coming days as 
trials of Sputnik V vac-

cine for Covid-19 have 
been completed in 
Pakistan,” announced 
the minister.

According to a 
media report, CanSino 
Biologics has also 
offered 20 million shots 
to Pakistan as it gets 
ready to release effi-
cacy results “in a few 
days” from phase III 
trials of the vaccine 
that have recently been 
completed in the coun-
try, according to its 
local partner.

The Chinese maker 
of the single-shot vac-
cine will be giving 
Pakistan preferential 
access and pricing, an 
official of the local firm 
said adding that the 
vaccine has already 
applied with the DRAP 
to get approval. The 
Chinese maker of the 
single-shot vaccine will 
be giving Pakistan 
preferential access and 
pricing, an official of 
the local firm said add-
ing that the vaccine.

PCMAEA urges SBP to 
bring down interest rate 
further to boost economy

News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Carpet 
Manufacturers and 
Exporters Association 
(PCMAEA) welcoming the 
decision of State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) for not rais-
ing interest rate has urged 
to bring down interest rate 
further to boost economic 
activities in the country.

These views were 
expressed by Senior Vice 
Chairman PCMAEA, Riaz 
Ahmed while addressing a 
weekly review meeting 
here on Monday. The meet-
ing was also attended by 
Chairperson Carpet Train 
ing Institute (CTI) Pervez 
Hanif, senior central leader 
Abdul Latif Malik, Saeed 
Khan, Muhammad Akbar 
Malik, Major (retd) Akhtar 
Nazir, Danial Hanif, Faisal 
Saeed Khan and others. 
The issues facing the carpet 
industry were discussed in 
the meeting and sugges-
tions for their solution were 
given. Riaz Ahmed said if 
the future vision 

expounded by the Governor 
State is implemented in its 
true spirit then the business 
community will welcome it.

However, he made it 
clear that some conditions 
put forward by SBP are 
causing difficulties in the 
export of handmade capets 
which should be removed 
immediately. 

The Senior Vice Chair 
man PCMAEA further 
said that Pakistan’s hand-
woven carpet products 
had a unique identity 
around the world, but due 
to unfavorable conditions, 
other countries are stren 
gthening their hold in 
global markets.

The government not 
only to patronize the 
handmade carpet industry 
at the local level but also 
remove barriers to market-
ing and exports abroad, he 
urged. Riaz Ahmad said, 
“If the government spon-
sors us, we will be in a 
position to regain our lost 
share in the world mar-
kets.”

Musical 
evening 

with Azhar 
Awan 

organized at 
PUCAR

News Desk

RAWALPINDI: A musical 
evening with renowned 
singer Azhar Awan was 
held at Punjab Council of 
Arts Rawalpindi (PUCAR) 
with Director Arts Council 
Waqar Ahmed as chief 
guest. 

In his beautiful voice, 
Azhar Awan sang various 
songs and won the hearts 
of the audience. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, former Director Arts 
Council Nahid Manzoor 
said that culture is the 
identity of nations. Pakis 
tan is a country with his-
torical cultural heritage, 
which also inherited mus 
ic. Music is the food of the 
soul, which makes a per-
son feel refreshed, she 
added. Addressing the cer-
emony, Director Waqar 
Ahmad said that the his-
tory of music.

APHC appeals IIOJK 
people to observe Indian 

R-Day as Black Day
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) 
has appealed to the people to observe India’s Republic 
Day on January 26 as Black Day to protest against New 
Delhi’s continued denial of their right to self-determina-
tion, reports Kashmir Media Service.

The APHC spokesman in a statement issued in 
Srinagar asked the people of IIOJK to observe complete 
shutdown and civil curfew on January 26 to convey the 
message to the world that they reject India’s illegal occu-
pation of their soil.

The spokesman rejected India’s claim of being a demo-
cratic country. He maintained that India is a fascist and 
imperialist state, which is using all inhuman, illegal and 
undemocratic tactics and committing war crimes to per-
petuate its illegal hold on the occupied territory.

He said that since the unilateral and illegal move of 
August 05, 2019, over nine hundred thousand Indian 
troops had held the entire population of IIOJK hostage. 
He added that the troops were killing the Kashmiri youth 
in fake encounters in the occupied territory while inno-
cent people including Hurriyat leaders and activists were 
being arrested on baseless charges.

The spokesman said that India had turned IIOJK into a 
military garrison and imposed undeclared martial law in 
the territory. He said that despite these Indian brutalities, 
the people of Kashmir were committed to continue their 
liberation movement and not to give up their struggle for 
securing their inalienable right to self-determination.

Paying glowing tributes to the martyrs of Handwara 
massacre of 1990, the spokesman called for a complete 
strike in Kupwara district on January 25 (Monday) and 
said that the people of Kashmir would continue the mar-
tyrs’ mission till complete success. Seventeen innocent 
Kashmiris were killed when BSF troops had opened 
indiscriminate fire on peaceful demonstrators in 
Handwara town on January 25 in 1990.

Mercury drops to 
08ºCelsius with 

Siberian winds in 
Karachi

News Desk

KARACHI: The minimum temperature in the city on 
Monday morning dropped to 08 ºCelsius as northeastern 
Siberian winds blowing in the city.

Karachi will experience cold and dry weather in next 
24 hours, while 21 percent humidity recorded in the 
morning.

Pakistan Meteorological Department in a report said 
that the wind speed has been recorded between to 10 to 
12 kilometres per hour in Karachi. Maximum tempera-
ture could increase in daytime to 27 degree Celsius.

The visibility limit has been upto four kilometers in 
the city. This cold spell in the city will continue for two 
more days, the weather report said.

A wave of severe cold continued in northern districts 
of Balochistan including Quetta, where the mercury 
dropped to minus-8 degree Celsius affecting normal life 
in the region. Minimum temperature in Kalat was 
recorded minus 09 Celsius.

Cold and dry weather is expected in most parts of the 
country, while very cold in upper parts.

Dense fog prevails in few plain areas of Punjab and 
upper Sindh, the met office said.

Minimum Temperature: The mercury dropped to 
minus-13 at Leh and Astore, minus-12 at Kalam, minus-
11 at Gopis, minus-09 at Kalat and Bagrote, minus-08 in 
Quetta, minus-07 at Skardu and Gilgit, minus-06 at 
Pulwama and minus-05 at Hunza, Malamjabba, 
Dalbandin, Srinagar, Baramulla and Anantnag.

Anti-smuggling drive: 1,482 
illegal petrol pumps sealed

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Following the directives of Prime Minister 
(PM) Imran Khan, as many as 1,482 illegal petrol pumps 
were sealed during an ongoing countrywide crackdown 
against sale of smuggled petroleum products.

The campaign launched against oil smuggling on the 
directives of Prime Minister Imran Khan and led by the 
Ministry of Interior is continuing unabated and showing 
significantly good results.

Among 1,482 sealed fuel stations, 92 were sealed in 
Punjab, 23 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and four were sealed 
in Sindh.

From 11 January, 1,482 petrol pumps have been sealed, 
while 3 million litres of petrol and 10 million litres of 
diesel were seized.

During a meeting on Jan 4, the prime minister was 
informed that the country was deprived of an estimated 
revenue of Rs150 billion per annum due to sale of smug-
gled oil. As many as 2,094 fuel stations were found to be 
involved in sale of smuggled petroleum products in 
three provinces.
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KARACHI: Pakistan team takes part in practice session for South Arica test match. INP PHOTO

Pakistani father-son 
duo returns to K2 base 

camp-II amid bad 
weather

News Desk/INP NEWS

SKARDU: Pakistani mountaineers Muhammad Ali 
Sadpara and his son Sajid Ali who are going to make 
history as both of them are on K2 winter ascent with-
out supplementary oxygen, now returned to moun-
tain’s base camp-II amid bad weather conditions.
In a tweet, Sajid Ali Sadpara on Monday said, “My 
father and I returned to K2 base camp-II due to bad 
weather yesterday evening. Hopefully this morning 
(Monday) we will return to our destination as soon as 
the weather improves. All friends remember us in 
your prayers. Long live Pakistan.”
Muhammad Ali Sadpara said, “Wind is catching up. 
The team is at 6831m waiting out the weather and 
assessing the situation. More updates to come. They 
haven’t decided to go down yet.”
Both father and son vowed to achieve their target 
which is considered to be one of the coveted achieve-
ments in mountaineering.
Earlier, both father and son from Skardu vowed that 
the sun will rise with another day of honour for 
Pakistan when he and his son Sajid Ali will make 
Pakistan famous in the world by climbing the moun-
tain oxygen-free in cold weather.
On January 5, Mohammad Ali Sadpara from Skardu, 
along with French climber Marc Batard, scaled Mont 
Blanc, the highest peak in the Alps and deadliest in the 
world. With that, the 44-year-old Sadpara became the 
first Pakistani climber to scale the peak, which rises 
4,808 metres above sea level. On the other hand, 
10-member Nepali Sherpas achieved the first winter 
ascent of K2, the world’s second tallest mountain. The 
team later met with COAS Qamar Javed Bajwa and 
President Arif Alvi who appreciated their courage and 
efforts.   K2 was first climbed 66 years ago by Achille 
Compagnoni and Lino Lacedelli.

‘Happy 
Birthday 

Bakhtawar’: 
Twitter 

wishes PPP 
leader on 
her 31st 
birthday

News Desk

KARACHI:  The eldest 
daughter of former prime 
minister Shaheed 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto 
and former president Asif 
Ali Zardari, Bakhtawar 
Bhutto, celebrated her 31st 
birthday on Monday.

Wishing good fortune 
for her years ahead, 
Twitteratis flooded the 
micro-blogging site with 
their love for the PPP 
leader as ‘Happy Birthday 
BakhtawarBZ’ was a top 
trend on Twitter Monday 
morning.

Born on January 25, 
1990 to Benazir and Zard 
ari, Bakhtawar was the 
first child born to a sitting 
female prime minister. 
Bakhtawar also estab-
lished her own non-gov-
ernmental organisation 
known as ‘Save the Flood 
and Disaster Victims 
Organization’ for early 
recovery response to 
those impacted by natural 
calamities in Pakistan.

Being a staunch 
believer in living life to 
the fullest, she is an avid 
adventurist who’s fond of 
paragliding, archery and 
other adventure sports.

HYDERABAD: Workers of All Pakistan WAPDA Hydro Electric Workers Union hold a protest rally 
against proposed privatization of power supply companies, in Hyderabad.  INP PHOTO

Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Anti Narco 
tics Force (ANF) Pakistan 
seized 2037.522 kilograms nar-
cotics and 120 liters prohibited 
chemical valuing US $ 757.78 
million internationally, 
arrested eight culprits and 
impounded five vehicles in 14 
counter-narcotics strikes con-
ducted across country. The 
seized drugs included 1063 kg 
opium, 715 kg morphine, 
58.022 kg heroin, 200.1 kg 
hashish, 1.4 kg methampheta-
mine (Ice) and 120 liters acetic 
anhydride.

According to details, the 
ANF Balochistan, the staff of 
Police Station ANF Quetta 
recovered 715 kg morphine 
near railway station, Killi 
Khan Muhammad Yaro, 
District Pishin. In another 
operation, the staff of Police 
Station Regional Directorate 
ANF Balochistan recovered 
1063 kg opium from Killi 
Agberg, tehsil & district 
Quetta. As per initial informa-
tion, the recovered drugs were 
stored for handing over to 
some other narco gang. In 
third operation, the staff of 
Police Station, ANF Quetta 
recovered 120 liters acetic 
anhydride from a Toyota 
Corolla car at Chaman, 

Kuchlak Road, near 
Agriculture College, district 
Quetta. Resultantly two 
accused persons namely 
Asmat Ullah and Abdul Nasir 
both resident of Quetta were 
arrested during the operation. 

In fourth operation, the staff 
of Police Station Quetta recov-
ered 30 kg hashish from a 
Suzuki Mehran car parked 
near Said Meer Cross, Gulistan 
Road, district Qilla Abdullah. 
In fifth operation, the staff of 
Police Station ANF Turbat 
recovered 30 kg heroin from a 
dry nullah located at general 
area of Dasht, district Kech. In 
sixth operation, the staff of 
police station ANF Quetta 
intercepted a Yamaha motor-
cycle near Meer Hotel, Joint 
Road, Quetta and recovered 6 
kg hashish from personal pos-
session of arrested accused 
namely Nazar Muhammad 
resident of Quetta. 

ANF Punjab, the staff of 
Police Station Lahore inter-
cepted a suspected parcel 
from main International 
Courier Service Center Lahore 
and recovered 1.400 kg Meth 
.The parcel was booked for 
Bahrain. The parcel was con-
sisted of 1x Bag and 1x wooden 
kitchen accessories set. Drug 
was tactfully concealed in bot-
tom of 1x bag. In another oper-

ation the staff of police station 
ANF Sialkot raided near Govt 
High School, Majira Kalan 
tehsil Sambrial, district 
Sialkot and recovered 5.000 kg 
hashish from the personal 
possession of accused person 
namely Sakhawat Ali Malik 
resident of Sialkot. In third 
operation, the staff of police 
station ANF Lahore inter-
cepted a UK bound parcel 
from a cargo shed located at 
Allama Iqbal International 
Airport, Lahore and recovered 
2.212 kg heroin which was 
tactfully concealed in 7x small 
packing boxes of decoration 
pieces. Sender of the parcel 
Muhammad Sammar was 
arrested in the operation.

ANF Sindh, the staff of 
Police Station ANF Korangi, 
Karachi in collaboration with 
Pakistan Maritime Security 
Agency (PMSA) Karachi con-
ducted an intelligence based 
raid at Creek Area Korangi 
Karachi and recovered 25 kg 
heroin and 1.000 kg hashish 
kept in bushes. In another 
operation the staff of police 
station ANF Regional 
Directorate Sindh, Karachi 
conducted a raid near Madina 
Masjid, Korangi Road, Karachi 
and recovered 18 kg hashish 
from personal possession of 
two accused persons namely 

Khalil Ur Rehman and Ikram 
Ullah both resident of Qilla 
Abdullah. In third operation 
the staff of police station ANF 
Hyderabad conducted an 
operation near Water Pump 
Station, Hali Road, Hyderabad, 
intercepted a Toyota Corolla 
GLI car and recovered 40 kg 
hashish from said vehicle. An 
accused namely Ghulam 
Qadir Chandio has escaped 
from the spot. 

ANF Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
on a tip-off Police station ANF 
Peshawar in collaboration 
with FC(N) seized 77x packets 
of hashish total weighing 
100.100 kg which was con-
cealed in 4x plastic sack on 
road side near FC Post POC 
Auragha Afghan KP border 
district Khyber.

ANF Rawalpindi, staff of 
police station Regional 
Directorate ANF North 
arrested an accused namely 
Abdul Aziz resident of Ghotki 
at Islamabad International 
Airport and recovered 810 
gram heroin which was con-
cealed in plastic stool. He was 
boarding for Riyadh (KSA) 
through flight No SV-723.  

Separate cases in all inci-
dents were registered at 
respective ANF Police Stations 
under CNS Act 1997 and fur-
ther investigations were 

ANF seized 2037kg drugs 
worth Rs$757mln, held eight, 
impounded five vehicles in 
14 countrywide operations

ISLAMABAD: Secretary 
Information Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP), 
Faisal Karim Kundi has 
said that the government 
of selected prime minis-
ter is shaking due to the 
fear of Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM).

In a reaction to the 
statement by the Infor 
mation Minister Shaibli 
Faraz, he said on Monday 
that the time has come to 
evict the encroachers of 
the government. He said, 
the economy of the coun-
try is sagging by the day 
but the puppet prime 
minister has no remorse. 

Faisal Karim Kundi 

said that it is pathetic that 
Imran Khan is using the 
crutches of NAB and calls 
himself a prime minister. 
He said that the anti-peo-
ple government will be 
attacked from every 
direction.

The PPP leader said 
that the opposition will 
fight this selected bunch 
in the parliament as well 
as on the streets. The 
Opposition will use all 
the options to dislodge 
this selected and puppet 
government including 
long march against this 
incapable government. 
PTI’s members also want 
to get rid of this puppet 
prime minister, he added.

Opposition’s 
corrupt 

elements not 
to be given 
NRO at any 
cost: Vawda

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister 
for Water Resources Fais 
al Vawda on Monday said 
the government will not 
give national reconcilia-
tion ordinance (NRO) or 
relaxation to corrupt lead-
ers of opposition in cor-
ruption cases at any cost.

Talking to a private Tv 
channel here, he said that 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan was committed 
with his promise from 
day one to carry out 
across the board account-
ability process against 
those looted the national 
exchequer ruthlessly.

Faisal Vawda said the 
former governments of 
Pakistan Peoples’ Party 
(PPP) and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz.

‘Selected’ PTI govt to be 
sent packing soon: 

Kundi

Opposition wants safe 
passage after failing at 
every front: Ch Sarwar

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Chaudhry Muhammad 
Sarwar on Monday reiterated that Prime Minister 
Imran Khan will complete his term and now opposi-
tion parties are looking for a safe passage after they 
failed at every front.

During a meeting with provincial law minister Raja 
Basharat, Governor Punjab said that opposition’s 
desire to send government packing will not be ful-
filled as public does not support elements who want to 
overthrow elected government.

Chaudhry Sarwar said that Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) will also win Senate elections. Government 
is stable and threats from opposition do not hold any 
importance, he added.

On the other hand, Raja Basharat said that govern-
ment is taking practical steps to provide relief to 
masses. He also urged opposition to stop holding pro-
tests and rallies in the country because whole nation 
has confidence in leadership of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan.

Hamza Shahbaz’s 
production order issued to 

attend Punjab assembly 
session

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab 
Assembly Speaker Pervez 
Elahi on Monday issued 
production order of oppo-
sition leader and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) member Hamza 
Shahbaz.

According to details, 
the order was issued to 
allow Hamza Shahbaz to 
participate in the assem-
bly session.

It is to be mentioned 
here that the PML-N is in 
National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) custody in 
money laundering case.

Meanwhile, PML-N 
leaders have decided to 
stage protest during Punj 
ab assembly session again 
st demolishing Khokhar 
Palace and increasing 
inflation. They will also 
raise voice against unem-
ployment and other issues 
causing problems for the 
general masses. Earlier, 
Supreme Court (SC) had 

dismissed bail plea of 
Hamza Shahbaz after he 
withdrew it. 

Justice Yahya Afridi, 
during the hearing, 
remarked that the issue 
which has not been raised 
in high court cannot be 
directly taken to the SC. 
The accused should better 
approach high court after 
the report of accountabil-
ity court, he said.

Hamza, Shehbaz Sharif 
indicted in money laun-
dering reference

On November 11, 2020, 
Opposition Leader in 
National Assembly and 
PML-N president Mian 
Shehbaz Sharif and his son 
Hamza Shehbaz Sharif 
were indicted in money 
laundering reference by 
accountability court. All 
the accused in the case 
pleaded not guilty. 
Shehbaz Sharif, while 
rejecting allegations of 
the anti-graft watchdog, 
said that he was being 
politically victimized. 

Schools again under 
coronavirus threat, 8 more 
teacher tested positives in 

Lahore
IN PNEWS

LAHORE: Eight more 
teachers in Lahore on 
Monday tested posi-
tive for the coronavi-
rus as the health depar 
tment has started tak-
ing samples to con-
firm the presence of 
pandemic at provin-
cial capital’s schools,

According to 
details, the virus has 
been detected in two 
teachers of 
Government Girls 
High School, Raiwind 
and three teachers of 
Government Boys 
School, Thokar Niaz 
Beg. Similarly one 
teacher at Government 
High School, Awan 
Town and two teach-
ers at Lahore Gram 
mar School, Johar 
Town have been diag-
nosed with Covid-19.

The teachers who 
have tested positive 

for the virus are 
Shameen Ramzan, 
Tasleem Akram, 
Huzaifa Shahid, 
Ashraf Hidayat, 
Shoaib Asghar, Fazl 
Ahmad, Saqlain 
Mustafa and Maria 
Hafeez. Schools’ man-
agement have granted 
leave to these teachers, 
and directed them to 
quarantine them-
selves.

It may be mentioned 
that around 15 corona-
virus cases have been 
reported from three 
government schools of 
Faisalabad. Confirm 
ing these cases, DEO 
Secondary Iftikhar 
Khan has said the rep 
ort has been sent to 
DC’s office. Giving 
details, he said the 
schools from where 
cases had been report 
ed were located in 
Gutti, Sumundari, 
Makoana and Allama 

Iqbal Town. “Six cases 
have been detected at 
a school in Makoana, 
while three each in the 
remaining schools,” 
he elaborated.

A teacher and a stu-
dent have been diag-
nosed with the virus 
at Sumundari’s Gover 
ment School No 2. 
Muhammad Waseem, 
the school principal, 
said both of them SST 
Nasir Shehzad and 
matriculation student 
Muhammad Adeel 
had quarantined them 
selves at their homes.

He further said that 
the decision to close 
these schools will be 
taken by the district 
administration. The 
government has ope 
ned the educational 
institutes on January 
18 for grade 9 to grade 
12 students after shut-
ting them for almost 
two months.

SHC orders action against 
use of sewage for 

vegetable cultivation
INP NEWS

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Monday 
ordered action against the use of sewage for cultiva-
tion of vegetables on the Malir riverbed.

A two-judge bench, headed by Justice Muhammad 
Ali Mazhar, was hearing a petition against people 
growing vegetables in toxic water.

The court expressed displeasure over the authorities 
concerned for failing to furnish progress reports in 
pursuance of its previous orders. “It means that no one 
is discharging responsibilities,” Justice Mazhar 
remarked.

He said cultivation of vegetables through sewage 
poses risk to everyone.

The bench directed the secretary of the agricultural 
department to submit a comprehensive report on the 
matter. The court also summoned a report about out-
come of vegetable samples sent for testing.

It ordered the authorities to take immediate action if 
anyone is found cultivating vegetables with contami-
nated water and submit their reports by the next hear-
ing slated for Feb 17.

1,556 illegal petrol 
pumps sealed across 

Pakistan
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Following the directives of Prime 
Minister (PM) Imran Khan, as many as 1,556 illegal 
fuel stations were sealed during an ongoing country-
wide crackdown against sale of smuggled petroleum 
products.

The campaign launched against oil smuggling on 
the directives of Prime Minister Imran Khan and led 
by the Ministry of Interior is continuing unabated and 
showing significantly good results.

From January 11, 1,556 illegal petrol pumps have 
been sealed so far, while 3 million litres of petrol and 
10.6 million litres of diesel were seized.

On January 24, 28 fuel stations were sealed includ-
ing 15 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 10 in Sindh and three 
in Punjab.

During a meeting on Jan 4, the prime minister was 
informed that the country was deprived of an esti-
mated revenue of Rs150 billion per annum due to sale 
of smuggled oil. As many as 2,094 fuel stations were 
found to be involved in sale of smuggled petroleum 
products in three provinces.

Prime Minister Khan had said the economy is suf-
fering irreparable loss due to the menace of smuggling 
and called for final action against elements involved in 
such illegal acts.

Zardari and his company 
keep on changing 

ultimatums: Ch. Fawad 
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Science and 
Technology Chaudhry Fawad Hussain on Monday 
said Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) co-chairman Asif 
Ali Zardari and his company keep on changing ulti-
matums and  after every three months, say that next 
three months are important.

In a post on social-networking website Twitter, the 
minister said that PPP leadership frequently changes 
its statements. The time has changed now, he added. 

Fawad Chaudhry further advised Asif Ali Zardari 
to focus on his business.

Earlier, the science and technology minister said 
that opposition parties don’t have any plan or strategy 
against the government. He said that the opposition is 
now thinking about no-confidence motion against 
Prime Minister (PM) Imran Khan after facing humili-
ation on its resignation plan.

Pakistan: 
First 

transgender 
press club 
opens in 

Muzafargarh
News Desk

QUETTA: Pakistan’s first 
transgender press club 
has been opened in 
Muzaffargarh city. 
Around a dozen members 
of the transgender com-
munity gathered and 
announced the formation 
of the press club.

“Journalist community 
is polarized, we are trying 
to unite all”, a member of 
the community announ 
ced in a video. The video 
went viral on social media 
networks Facebook and 
Twitter. People hailed the 
initiative by the transgen-
der community.

The transgender said, 
“there are so many press 
clubs in Muzaffargarh.


