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News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister’s Special 
Assistant on National 
Security Dr Moeed 
Yusuf has said Pakistan 
wants to pursue a bilat-
eral relationship with 
the US that is not 
hyphenated or clouded 
by US interests in other 
regional countries but is 
based on mutual under-
standing.
A day after the Biden 
inauguration, Dr Moeed 
addressed a gathering of 
US policymakers at the 
Wa s h i n g t o n - b a s e d 
think tank Wilson 
Centre titled “US-Paki 
stan Relations in the 
Biden Era” on Friday.
Laying out a new vision 
of Pakistan’s engage-

ment with the incoming 
Biden administration, 
Dr Yusuf said that the 
government wants to 
pursue a bilateral rela-
tionship with the US 
that is not hyphenated 
or clouded by US inter-
ests in other regional 
countries but is based on 
mutual understanding.
“In the past, Pakistan 
was unfortunately seen 
by Afghanistan prism,” 
he said while emphasis-
ing that the world had 
undergone immense 
transformation in the 
past four years and the 
new administration 
should look beyond 
Obama-era conversation 
to build a truly bilateral 
relationship with 
Pakistan. He told the 
participants that now 

you are dealing with a 
different Pakist an; a 
Pakistan which is self-
confident and whose for-
mal vision is squarely 
based on economic secu-
rity paradigm. “Pakistan 
is talking about becom-
ing a geo-economic 
melting pot that is ready 
to consolidate global 
positive interest in our 
territory. We are talking 
about providing the 
world with economic-
bases, not military-
bases,” he said.
Dr Yusuf while elaborat-
ing Pakistan’s vision 
said that “our focus is 
connectivity and CPEC 
is an obvious example of 
it. This is the reason we 
desire peace and stabil-
ity in Afghanistan for 
westward connectivity. 

Furthermore, we are 
looking for development 
partnerships”.
He noted that all 
Western multinational 
companies in Pakistan 
earned profits well 
above their global aver-
age, demonstrating that 
Pakistan remained a 
lucrative market for for-
eign companies. “How 
about having US repro-
cessing zones? Expand 
ing the ROZs? Having 
US-China co-invest-
ments in regional con-
nectivity? “Pakistan of 
today is very different,” 
the SAPM said, adding, 
“Terrorism in Pakistan is 
negligible, we have 
turned the corner,” he 
stated. Read more: 
Pakistan hopes for 
revival of ‘high-level’ 

dialogue with US under 
Biden While delving into 
regional peace, he said 
that we are dealing with 
a different India; an 
India which is intolerant, 
has serious internal ten-
sions, human rights con-
cerns and is taking uni-
lateral decision, includ-
ing in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK). India is 
destabilising the region 
and becoming a liability 
on anyone dealing with 
it, including the US, he 
said. The PM’s aide said 
that we wish to achieve a 
peaceful region where 
international obligations 
are met by all countries.
He also emphasised that 
the Biden administra-
tion and Pakistan could 
work closely.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Industr 
ies and Production 
Hammad Azhar has 
said on Friday that the 
State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) holds foreign 
exchange reserves of 
twelve to thirteen bil-
lion dollars.

“The reserves have 
increased due to impr 
ovement in exports 
and remittances”, 
Hammad Azhar 
informed Senate dur-
ing question hour. 

Senate began its ses-
sion at the parliament 
house in Islamabad 
Friday with Chairman 
Sadiq Sanjrani in the 
chair. The minister for 
Industries said there 
has also been a record 
debt servicing during 
the tenure of the pre-

sent government. He 
said we are paying 
back ten billion dol-
lars annually. Hamm 
ad Azhar said the cur-
rent account has 
shown a surplus of 1.6 
billion dollars during 
the first five months of 
the current financial 
year against a deficit 
of 1.7 billion dollars in 
the corresponding 
period last year.

Hammad Azhar 
said that special eco-
nomic zones will be 
constructed under the 
mega China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor 
project. He said con-
struction work on 
three SEZs has been 
expedited and pro-
jects worth 1.7 billion 
dollars are in the 
phase of implementa-
tion in Gwadar under 
the CPEC. Hammad 
Azhar said that spe-
cial economic zones 
will be constructed 
under the mega China 
Pakistan Economic Co 
rridor project.  He said 
construction work on 
three SEZs has been 
expedited and pro-
jects worth 1.7 billion 
dollars are in the 
phase.

Monetary 
policy 

remains 
unchanged 

at 7pc
News Desk

KARACHI: The State 
Bank of Pakistan has 
Friday announced in the 
bimonthly meeting it has 
maintained the mom-
etsry policy rates at 7 per 
cent, ARY News reported.

The monetary policy 
committee of the SBP sat 
today to roll out its inter-
est rates for the two mon 
ths wherein it decided to 
keep it unchanged.

The MPC said in its 
statement that since the 
last meeting in 
November, the domestic 
recovery has gained some 
further traction.

“Most economic activ-
ity data and indicators of 
consumer and business 
sentiment have shown 
continued improvement.”

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs meeting on Price Control at Islamabad. PID PHOTO

Pakistan 
condemns 

twin suicide 
blasts in 
Baghdad

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
has strongly condemned 
the twin suicide blasts at 
a crowded market in Iraqi 
capital Baghdad claiming 
32 precious human lives 
besides leaving dozens 
others injured.

The Foreign Office in 
statement issued on 
Friday said, “We convey 
our deepest condolences 
to the bereaved families 
and pray for speedy 
recovery of those injured 
in these gruesome terror-
ist attacks.”

Pakistan condemns ter-
rorism in all its forms and 
manifestations and 
stands in solidarity with 
the brotherly government 
and people of Iraq in their 
fight against terrorism, 
the Foreign Office said.

Biden administration urged 
to see Pakistan beyond 

Afghanistan prism

SBP holds about $13 
billion reserves, 
Hammad Azhar 
informs Senate

Quetta: Wife 
confesses 

killing 
husband 2 

minor 
daughters

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The wife con-
fessed to killing her hus-
band and 2 minor daugh-
ters in Quetta. Police 
found three dead bodies 
inside a house in the Quett 
a cantonment area on Thu 
rsday evening. All three 
brutally murdered.

Pari Gul Tareen, the 
Superintendent of Police 
said the accused wife of 
the victim i.e. Sumera Fary 
ad has confessed to killing 
her husband and 2 minor 
daughters. “It was a domes 
tic issue”, she informed.

The accused woman 
working as a nurse at a hos-
pital in Quetta  Sumera 
Faryad is a nurse working 
at a hospital in Quetta. 
Police shifted the accused 
to a women protection cell 
at city police station Quetta. 
“We are going to produce 
her before the court to 
seek remand”, Pari Gul 
Tareen mentioned.

Malik Baloch’s passionate 
appeal to youth of Balochistan

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Former Chief 
Minister Balochistan, Dr. 
Malik Baloch has made a 
passionate appeal to the 
youth of the province to 
study. “I appeal our young 
generation to study and 
study”, Dr. Baloch said 
during his visit to Shaheed 
Baz Muhammad Digital 
Library on Thursday.

The former chief minis-
ter visited various sec-
tions of the library built in 
Quetta’s Shehbaz town 
area. The patron-in-chief 
of the library, Dr. Laal 
Khan Kakar, Abdul 
Mateen Akhundzada, and 

other members received 
the former CM who also 
heads the National Party 
(NP). Curse of narcotics 
ruined our society 

“Today the curse of nar-
cotics ruined our society 
in the general and young 
generation in particular”, 
Dr. Malik Baloch said. He 
urged the youth to stay 
away from the curse of 
narcotics and focus on 
their studies to meet the 
growing challenges of the 
modern era. “Your act of 
today determines your 
tomorrow”, he said. He 
said the youth of Balochis 
tan had the potential and 
commitment to compete 

on national and interna-
tional levels. They have to 
be provided space, he 
mentioned.

Dr Baloch pays rich 
tribute to martyred law-
yers

Dr Baloch paid rich trib-
ute to the lawyers’ mar-
tyrs of the deadliest 
August 8, 2016 carnage. 
“We will never fulfil this 
vacuum as we lost a gen-
eration of lawyers”, he 
added. The NP Chief said 
all martyred lawyers 
were playing an 
extremely crucial role in 
the development and 
prosperity of the country 
and nation.

Indian great double game 
to create instability in 

Pakistan exposed
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: India has 
again started a great dou-
ble game to destroy the 
regional peace and show 
Pakistan as a failed state, 
with its links with ISIS.

As per the revelations 
made in the book of 
Avinash Paliwal, it has 
been clearly mentioned 
that India is holding a 
proxy war to create insta-
bility in Pakistan by car-
rying out terrorism activ-
ities with Afghanistan at 
the western border.

India is supporting 
ISIS to create instability 
in Pakistan and the 
United Nations has 
already identified the 
presence of terrorist 
groups in Kerala and 
Karnatika.

According to the reve-
lations, the great game 
was started by India in 
2019 but was delayed due 
to coronavirus outbreak. 
The mastermind of the 
attack on Sikhs Gurdwara 
in Kabul was also turned 

out to be an Indian citi-
zen, the book stated.

“India is trying to dis-
turb the Afghan peace 
process at any cost by 
adopting policies of the 
Pandit Chanakia.” 
Paliwal further wrote 
India is playing the 
Baloch and Pashtun cards 
in Pakistan and that 
Indian intelligence tried 
to cultivate the Afghan 
Taliban but failed.

Paliwal further wrote 
India tried to create 
unrest in Balochistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and the recent incidents 
in Karachi and Mach are 
also part of that great 
game.

The statements of 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) Rajya Sabha MP 
Subramanian Swamy 
have also been compiled 
in the book while the 
author has also men-
tioned the meeting of 
Indian National Security 
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval 
with former Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai.

Court Reporter

QUETTA: A division bench of 
the Balochistan High Court 
(BHC) has dismayed over the 
performance of Chief Secretary 
(CS) Baloch istan. The bench 
expressed serious concern over 
CS performance during the hear-
ing of the constitutional petition 
with regard to various issues 
relating to Quetta, the provincial 
capital.

The Balochistan Bar Council 
(BBC) office-bearers including 
Rahib Khan Buledi, Munir 
Ahmed Khan Kakar, Naseeb ual-
lah Tareen Advocate, and others 
had filed the constitutional peti-

tion regarding various issues 
relating to Quetta.

Bench comprises of Justice 
Kamran Khan Malakhail and Mr. 
Justice Rozi Khan Bareech 

The bench comprising Mr. 
Justice Kamran Khan Malakh ail 
and Mr. Justice Rozi Khan 
Bareech observed that the poor 
performance of the Chief 
Secretary has completely sha 
ttered and deteriorated govern-
ance in the province. 

“None including the Chief 
Executive ask about the perfor-
mance of the CS”, the bench men-
tioned. We are dismayed to 
observe here that 90% of litigation 
in the original jurisdiction of this 

court under Article 199 of the 
Constitution of Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan, 1973, are related to 
violation of fundamental rights 
and ill-governance of the govern-
ment department by the resp 
ective Adm inistrative Heads/
Secretaries, the bench remarked.

No violation of building code: 
the Bench orders 

The BHC also directed the con-
cerned quarters not to allow any 
individual or institution to violate 
the building code established by 
the English rulers in 1937. No resi-
dential building shall be allowed to 
be converted into a commercial 
building. No permission for the 
construction of the commercial 

buildings shall be granted in the 
residential area. It may be men-
tioned here that over 300 build-
ings in Quetta have been con-
structed in violation of the build-
ing code.  Commissioner Quetta 
apprises the court about various 
projects 

The bench also directed the 
Municipal Corporation Quetta, the 
Superintendent of Police Traffic, 
and other concerned quarters to 
submit comprehensive reports 
about the traffic plans. Co mmis-
sioner Quetta Division, Asf and-
yar Khan Kakar also informed 
the bench about the steps taken by 
the government to address the 
issue of traffic jam in the city.

Poor performance of CS shatters governance in Balochistan: BHC

PML-N, PPP reject Justice 
Azmat-led inquiry 

committee on Broadsheet

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Two main 
opposition parties have 
rejected the formation of 
the Inquiry Committee 
on Broadsheet led by 
Justice (retd) Sheikh 
Azmat Saeed. 

Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) on Friday trashed 
the inquiry committee set 
up by the government on 
the revelations made by 
Broadsheet owner Kaveh 
Moussavi.

PPP Senator Nayyar 
Hussain Bukhari said 
probing the Broadsheet 
issue amounted to befool-
ing people.

He was of the view that 
the appointment of retired 
Justice Sheikh Azmat 
Saeed as the committee 
head was proof of the gov-
ernment’s bad intentions. 
“Making him the commit-
tee head means that the 
government wants to put 
all blame of the Broadsheet 
issue on the preceding 
governments,” he appre-
hended and said Justice ® 
Azmat Saeed had not only 
been NAB’s prosecutor but 
is also a member of 
Shaukat Khanum Cancer 
Hospital’s Board of 
Governors (BoG).

Bukhari said since 
Broadsheet was not an 
ordinary case, but a seri-
ous one, therefore PPP 
wanted a transparent 
inquiry into it.

Senior PML-N leader 
Ahsan Iqbal said the 
appointment of Justice 
Azmat Saeed proved that 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan is trying to protect 
the National 
Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) and himself.

In a tweet, Ahsan Iqbal 
said “Azmat Saeed was 
also on NAB panel when 
Broadsheet deal was done 

under former president 
Pervez Musharraf.”

Ahsan Iqbal also said 
that Justice Azmat Saeed 
was also on the bench 
which sentenced PML-N 
Quaid Nawaz Sharif.

Talking to newsmen 
outside the Supreme Court 
building in Islamabad on 
Friday, another PML-N 
leader Atta Tarrar said 
“Justice Azmat Saeed does 
not have the right to probe 
the Broadsheet issue 
because he was the NAB 
prosecutor when the 
Bureau struck a deal with 
the Broadsheet.”

Tarrar said the PML-N’s 
policy regarding 
Broadsheet is very clear. 
“The conflict of interests in 
quite visible in the 
Broadsheet case,” he 
added.

According to the TV 
channel, JUI-F has also 
opposed the appointment 
of Justice Azmat Saeed.

Senior anchorperson 
Hamid Mir has ques-
tioned the logic of appoi 
nting Justice® Sheikh 
Azmat Saeed as head of 
the inquiry committee 
formed on Broadsheet 
issue.

In his tweet on Friday, 
he said when Justice ® 
Saeed was a member of 
Shaukat Khanum Cancer 
Hospital’s Board of 
Governors (BoG), he was 
astonished as to why he, a 
retired Supreme Court 
judge, did not see conflict 
of interests in the case. 
“Why on earth he gave 
his consent to become the 
head of a probe commit-
tee?” he questioned.

The federal govern-
ment on Thursday had 
appointed Justice ® 
Sheikh Azmat Saeed as 
Head of Inquiry Commi 
ttee formed to probe the 
Broadsheet matter.
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Prof Dr BS Chowdhry

Times have changed along with the 
roles of mentors and teachers

I would like to start with the 
words of Calvin Coolidge, a man 
known for his decisive intent and 
action: “Nothing in the world can 
take the place of persistence, noth-
ing is more common than an unsuc-
cessful man with talent, unre-
warded genius is almost a proverb 
and the world is full of educated 
derelicts, persistence and determi-
nation alone are omnipotent.”

As a teacher for over 35 years, I 
strongly agree that no matter how 
much talent, genius and knowledge 
is attained, if it is not taught to per-
sist, it will eventually perish. Yes, 
you read that right. Persistence can 
be taught. Clinging to the edge of 
the cliff in the strongest winds can 
be taught. The spirit to fight regard-
less of the resources available can be 
taught. The ability to stay afloat and 
rise above from every rogue wave 
that comes one’s way can be taught. 
Nevertheless, that requires a highly 
selfless mentor who is ready to sac-
rifice the hours, the sleep, and is for-
ever ready to adapt. Hands that sur-
round a dying flame and protect it 
from the breeze are holier than the 
vows kept.

Times have changed along with 
the roles of mentors and teachers. 
Once the teacher used to be the 
“source” of knowledge but is now 
one of the “means” of knowledge for 
a student. This specifically implies 

that in this world of abruptly chang-
ing dynamics, the role of the teacher 
is to build a character which is ready 
to absorb the knowledge coming 
from other means, to grab the rough 
diamond and turn it into a gem. 
Persistence comes easy when a stu-
dent is made aware of the fact that 
there is no short-cut of the knowl-
edge-route, you work with what you 
have, till you have the will to, and 
then work some more. In the words 
of Sur Sassui of Shah Bhittai:

Crawl O Sassui, to the land of the 
beloved

With thy hands, thy eyes, thy eye-
lids Keep crawling, the mountain 
will bow

And sigh will reach
I read somewhere that “teacher is 

the greatest of the artists”, and stu-
dents are the canvas. So please, oh 
greatest of the artists, when you have 
your canvas before you, create a mas-
terpiece and do not ever settle for the 
ordinary. O greatest of the artists, 
your shoulders bear the burden of 
the colours, the rhythm, the expres-
sion and the awe of the centuries. Do 
not look away from it until you have 
given it everything that you have got. 
Tear away the parts of yourself, turn 
them into brushes and colour it so 
beautifully that the eyes of the time 
forget to blink.

Most of the time a teacher has com-
plete authority over the environment 
(s)he wants to create. But creating an 
environment for professional devel-
opment or character building takes a 
lot of doing. When a teacher enters 

the class, (s)he must be full of energy, 
enthusiasm, and a lot of optimism. 
You impart what you contain, and a 
teacher should contain oceans of 
energy and optimism. That helps 
students believe that they can make a 
difference no one else can, they pos-
sess the vision no one else does. 
Every shot at glory from every angle 
counts, whether it is a bullseye or 
misses the mark. There can’t be a 
greater tragedy than a wasted talent. 
Every time a moth quits, the flame 
weeps.

It’s not always about chasing 
dreams though. In this world of 
growing complexity, living an ordi-
nary day-to-day life without getting 
lost is a challenge itself. The art of liv-
ing needs to be taught as well. Living 
in these jungles of concrete with 
heart-rambling noise and eye-goug-
ing lights are people who can’t find 
the way because there are too many. 
Trees once hooked with swings of 
children have lost their being and the 
shadow because of giant structures 
of luxuries. Butterflies have lost their 
colours because of the exponentially 
growing so-called civilisation. Your 
canvas is lost too, o greatest of artists! 
Take them out of this rumble of waste 
and colour them with the value of 
love, memories and harmony. 
Imprint these values in their minds 
so well that this civilisation has to 
hear the sigh, the call of mother 
nature.

A good teacher recognises talent in 
every student. Colouring his canvas 
with confidence, self-esteem, and the 

spirit to struggle should be the 
utmost priority of the greatest of the 
artists. Every colour has its own 
vibrance and hue which needs differ-
ent and detailed attention.

Your audience (the society) is still 
grasping the outline and is still dan-
gling over the texture, o greatest of 
the artists! It yet needs time to realise 
your pain, passion and the sleepless 
nights that went into those textures. I 
assure you the needles of the clock 
applaud you and they will along with 
the thread of the taste sew the audi-
ence’s shredded consciousness back. 
They will and they should applaud 
you, the greatest of the artist!

Building a nation without plan-
ning is the same as creating art with-
out imagination. Our artists (teach-
ers) are working in isolation hoping 
to build a gallery that would amaze 
the audience which is simply not pos-
sible. Rhythm is a necessary aspect of 
beauty. Teachers need to come 
together, to collectively imagine the 
nation we need to build and start cre-
ating the elements and pieces so the 
dreams could come to reality. As a 
part of this trying journey for the 
last 35 years and having realised the 
potential that our young minds pos-
sess, I would conclude with one 
piece of advice: “It’s a long way but 
the only thing standing between us 
and glory is the time and effort we 
are willing to put in to this journey.”

Like Opinion & Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

O greatest of the artists!

The decency that India deserves
Inam Ul Haque

War is too serious a business to be 
left to the generals and a jingoistic 
media

So, finally the lid is blown over a 
seemingly authentic facade build on 
lies, deceits, double-speak and ill-
will against Pakistan. Thanks to the 
memory of technology, especially 
the web, that never forgets, does not 
lie and always footnotes every itera-
tion with an uncanny authenticity.

As per news reports (and as long 
suspected), Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government used 
the Balakot airstrikes (February 
2019) against Pakistan as a ploy to 
win elections (April-May 2019) by 
drumming up nationalistic senti-
ment in the run up to the elections. 
In a manipulative, not so discreet 
scam, the news of the Balakot strikes 
were released to selected Indian 
media, days before these actually 
took place. Frontmen anchors like 
Arnab Goswami, the editor-in-chief 
of Republic TV network, were 
tipped that India would launch “big-
ger than a normal strike” against 
Pakistan. Mr Goswami apparently 
knew this three days before Indian 
jets actually struck alleged militant 
targets, ending up killing some crows 
on Pakistani soil. Indian opposition is 
now calling for an investigation into 
the chat messages by Mr Goswami.

In nuclear-armed South Asia, 
where an intentional, accidental or 
escalated nuclear conflict can result 
in devastating consequences for the 
region and the world at large, such 
behaviour by a democratically 
elected Indian government in cahoots 
with its jingoistic media, is not only 
dangerous; it is outright foolish and 
reckless.

Is Modi following Donald Trump’s 
footsteps? Yes and no. Yes, due to 
Modi’s ultra-racist and anti-minority 
(read anti-Muslim) credentials much 
like pro-White, red-neck Trump. And 

no, because Trump understood the 
gravity of military conflicts and 
wound up distant interventions by 
the American military. His Capitol 
Hill bluff was perhaps a putsch gone 
far and out of control.

Governments act rationally, at least 
apparently. The intelligence agencies 
always fish in troubled waters but 
under some kind of control that is 
wise and consequence-savvy. The 
pain inflicted by a secret agency is 
generally directly proportional to the 
pain it can endure. So for an elected 
Prime Minister to go calling 
“Pakistan’s nuclear bluff” to win an 
election, is going too far; besides it 
creates doubts about his ability, 
capacity and mental faculties to rule 
in a dangerous neighbourhood. 
While decent, rationale and wise 
India needs to introspect the behav-
iour of their present government that 
has deeply divided the world’s largest 
democracy, we would attempt to 
decipher the motivations of the stake-
holders who staged this drama.

Mr Goswami in his WhatsApp chat 
transcript expressed with elation, “on 
Pakistan, the government is confi-
dent of striking in a way that people 
will be elated.”

In my article published on 
September 3, 2019, “The Dangers of 
Calling Pakistan’s ‘Nuclear Bluff’”, I 
have reasoned in detail about the pit-
falls of such atrocious behaviour by 
any Indian government. Mr Goswami 
attributes the purported “surgical 
strike” to a reaction and “an officially-
stated position” of “India’s intention 
to hit back at Pakistan after the 
Pulwama attack”. Discerning to the 
media generated hype, he goes on to 
claim; “there was no doubt in any 
nationalist Indian’s mind that we 
[India] would hit back.”

Mainstream Indian media — 
under official dictation and given the 
internecine rating wars — has been 
acting as a Modi/RSS mouthpiece, 
ascribing every ill, every incident and 

every accident in India to Pakistan 
(read ISI). However, that falsehood is 
unravelling. The international com-
munity has started to look through 
the veneer of Indian duplicity and the 
dangerous games it plays. There is a 
vigorous debate going on about the 
jingoistic outlook, credibility and 
biases of the Indian media. As per 
Reporters without Borders, India 
under Modi is 140th among 180 coun-
tries for press freedom, even behind 
Afghanistan and South Sudan.

Fake news affects over 600 million 
internet users in India (2019). Over 
230 million users — more than 
Pakistan’s population — use 
WhatsApp, with India as its largest 
market. Sister platforms like 
Facebook and Twitter propagate and 
re-propagate fake news with no 
apparent mechanism to retrieve the 
truth. America was calmed during 
the recent riots only when these plat-
forms pulled the plug on Trump. 
Governments and nations can fall 
victim to their own falsehoods and 
manipulations. Germany under 
Hitler is not too distant a case in 
point.

At the politico-psychological levels, 
the pressure generated through these 
phony news stories is so immense 
that decisionmakers generally have 
no option but to act and act with 
haste. When Pulwama was attributed 
to Pakistani atankvaadees (terrorists), 
the Indian government was pre-
sented a fait-accompli to act; once it 
staged Balakot, Pakistani public pres-
sure was so immense that decision-
makers had no choice but to react 
with at least equal (if not greater) 
ferocity to re-establish the equilib-
rium. And if the Pakistani response 
wouldn’t have been calibrated and 
restrained, as the PAF could have 
shot down far greater number of IAF 
aircraft than the fateful Mig-21 (flying 
coffin) of Wing Commander 
Abhinandan; the escalation would 
have led to a conventional war, cer-

tainly escalating into a nuclear con-
flict.

One has repeatedly argued that 
Indian military planners insistently 
persuade their political masters about 
a winnable, short military conflict 
with Pakistan, remaining below 
Pakistan’s perceived nuclear thresh-
old of force destruction, area loss 
and/or effects on population centres 
(counter-force and counter-value tar-
geting). This is a dangerous assump-
tion with far-reaching, irreversible 
and devastating consequences.

The rationale — at the cost of over-
simplification — goes like this. India 
goes from Cold Start to conventional 
mode in single/bi or tri-service com-
bination. Makes some early gains. 
Pakistan reacts with a ferocity, 
enlarging the scope of the conflict 
that very rapidly escalates into a 
nuclear exchange. No power perhaps 
would be able to prevent an aggrieved 
Pakistan from using all options 
including nuclear. The domestic pres-
sure to respond would simply be 
unbearable for our decisionmakers.

General Bipin Rawat, in his quest 
for greater glory and another tenure 
as CDS, has been more pliant to the 
Modi/RSS ideology, cajoling a Prime 
Minister — embroiled in electioneer-
ing — towards a plan and an outcome 
that was fraught with dangers, as out-
lined. A segment of Indian general-
ship, serving and retired, believes in 
the viability of trumpeted false flag 
ops with no/least cost.

This is where the Indian civil soci-
ety has to take actual control; while 
the world still believes in its decency. 
India deserves that decency from its 
agile civil society as the cost of 
manipulated conflict is unimagina-
bly high. War is too serious a busi-
ness to be left to the generals and a 
jingoistic media.

Like Opinion & Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

Zero carbon race
Ali Tauqeer Sheikh

IN a desperate move to give a new 
lease of life to the Paris Agreement, 
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change has 
launched the Race to Zero, described 
as a campaign aimed at rallying 
support from some ‘real economy’ 
actors — businesses, cities, regions, 
and investors — for a resilient, zero 
carbon recovery that unlocks inclu-
sive growth.

This coalition represents 454 cit-
ies, 23 regions, 1,397 businesses, 74 
of the biggest investors, and 569 uni-
versities from 120 countries. 
Collectively, these actors now cover 
nearly 25 per cent global CO2 emis-
sions and over 50 per cent GDP. Since 
the purpose of this large alliance is to 
achieve net zero carbon emissions by 
2050, this coalition opens the second 
track of non-state actors to meet the 
Paris Agreement’s target of stabilis-
ing global temperatures at less than 
two degrees Celsius.

Already, 40 countries have adopted 
a net-zero target that represents 
14.4pc of global greenhouse gas 
emissions. Yet, the real story is dis-
mal whereby more than 100 coun-
tries, including Pakistan, have failed 
to submit their national commit-
ments to cut emissions within the 
December 2020 deadline. Further, 
only a handful of 71 Nationally 
Determined Contributions, or NDCs, 
were meaningfully ambitious. From 
the major economies, only the 
European Union and UK have taken 
the lead on deeper cuts on their GHG 
emissions by 2030: EU by 55pc and 
the UK by 68pc.

China and India have not submit-
ted, but are presumably waiting to 
reach a prior understanding with the 

new American administration. 
Australia, Canada and Japan have 
simply fallen behind. China, in the 
meanwhile, has unveiled ambitious 
2030 targets: lowering carbon diox-
ide emissions per unit of GDP by 
65pc from 2005 level, increasing the 
share of non-fossil fuels in primary 
energy consumption to around 25pc, 
and bringing the installed renewable 
energy capacity to more than 
1,200GW. Likewise, India has com-
mitted to increase renewable energy 
capacity to 450GW by 2030 — a 
remarkable increase in five years 
when it was very comparable to 
Pakistan.

These commitments are signifi-
cant to regain the momentum killed 
by the Trump administration. The 
outcome of the American elections as 
well as a global emphasis to design 
climate-smart stimulus packages for 
economic recovery has given a new 
window of opportunity for climate 
action. As one of the most vulnerable 
countries, fewer countries have 
stakes higher than Pakistan in stabi-
lising global temperatures at less 
than 2°C.

At the Climate Ambitions Summit 
held in December 2020 to commemo-
rate the fifth anniversary of the Paris 
Agreement, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan made three commitments. 
Pakistan will a) generate 60pc of her 
energy from renewable resources, b) 
ensure that 30pc of vehicles in the 
country will be electric vehicles (EV), 
and c) not pursue coal plants and 
there will be no coal power plants in 
Pakistan. The prime minister has an 
opportunity to demonstrate 
Pakistan’s commitment and credibil-
ity by bringing specificity to these 
pronouncements. The revised NDC 
that is due for submission to UNFCC 

provides an opportunity. It is also 
time to address four omissions and 
assumptions.

First, Pakistan in its first NDC in 
2016 had committed to reducing 
GHG emissions by up to 20pc from its 
2030 projected levels, subject to avail-
ability of international finances to 
meet the abatement costs amounting 
to about $40 billion. The projected 
emissions assumed an economic 
growth rate of 7pc. The anticipation 
was that at this growth rate Pakistan’s 
emissions by 2025 would increase to 
7pc and even higher by at least 1pc 
afterwards, because of CPEC. In real-
ity, Pakistan’s actual GDP growth rate 
touched 5pc only once, in 2018. 
According to recent World Bank esti-
mates, Pakistan will now reach a 5pc 
growth rate in 2025. GHG emissions 
projected an increase of 300pc during 
2015-2030 and that needs revisiting.

Second, the first NDC had envi-
sioned a rapid growth in emissions 
because of about a dozen coal power 
plants, planned under CPEC. This 
planning was against the global cur-
rent of phasing out coal. A campaign 
spearheaded by UN secretary gen-
eral seeks an embargo on new coal 
power plants and phasing out by 
2040. Already power generation of 
which coal including Thar coal is a 
major part is resulting in mounting 
circular debt of Rs 2.3 trillion. 
Pakistan is now wriggling out of 
bilateral coal power deals with 
China. It will be important to see 
how projects — 8,000 MW under 
implementation and 20,000 MW in 
planning — are reflected in the 
revised NDC. It will also show the 
future scope and lifespan of Thar 
coal, managed by the private sector 
in partnership with the government 
of Sindh. Third, the first NDC had 

not envisioned any progress on EVs. 
The EV policy approved in November 
2019, envisions EVs to capture, by 
2030, 30pc of new cars, 50pc of two- 
and three-wheelers, 50pc of buses, 
and 30pc of trucks — and this num-
ber will increase to 90pc by 2040. No 
specific targets are set to phase out the 
older fleets, but it will still be an 
important contribution in reducing 
carbon emissions. How much exactly? 
While the actual policy awaits clear-
ance from the inter-ministerial com-
mittee, the revised NDC will reveal, 
for the first time, the actual pace of 
action.

Fourth, the first NDC declared that 
Pakistan will focus only on adapta-
tion. A closer look at the carbon emis-
sions shows that compared to an esti-
mated 45.5pc emissions from energy 
and 5.4pc from industrial processes, 
almost half of all emissions are from 
other sectors: 42.7pc from agriculture, 
6.2pc from land use and land-use 
change, and 3.8pc from waste. In 
other words, almost half of the coun-
try’s emissions can be targeted by 
undertaking climate-smart develop-
ment policies. This includes not allow-
ing housing societies to encroach on 
agricultural lands. The revised NDC 
will show how far the prime minis-
ter’s initiative for five million afford-
able low-cost housing units or flag-
ship projects such as the Ravi river-
front urban development addresses 
land use and land-use change.

The economies that have initiated 
a move towards net-zero emissions 
record a faster growth rate. The 
prime minister’s economic advisers 
could brief him that the growth can 
be decarbonised, and jobs created in 
a post-pandemic world.

The writer is an expert on climate 
change and development.

Bad governance has always been the main 
obstacle in the way of a developed and 
prosperous Balochistan. Meager resources 
coupled with a lack of transparency in 
utilization of funds further complicate the 
endeavor for a prosperous Balochistan.
The issue of bad governance also echoed 
during the proceedings of a constitutional 
petition in the Balochistan High Court 
(BHC). A division bench of the BHC com-
prising Mr. Justice Kamran Khan 
Malakhail and Mr. Justice Rozi Khan 
Bareech dismayed over the performance 
of the chief civilian officer of Balochistan.
The bench remarked that the poor perfor-
mance of the Chief Secretary Balochistan, 
Captain ® Fazeel Asghar shattered and 
deteriorated the governance in the prov-
ince. This is perhaps for the first time that 
the court has passed such harsh remarks 
against a CS.
Bench shows displeasure over violation of 
building code in Quetta 
The bench has also shown displeasure 
over violation of building code in Quetta 
city, the issue of traffic jam, and a number 
of other issues. The English colonial rul-
ers had introduced a specific building 
code in 1937 after the deadliest earth-
quake of 1935.
The city razed to the ground within 30 
seconds. The main reason behind the 
building code was to avoid human loss in 
the case of another earthquake.
For some time, the governments ensured 
the implementation of the building code. 
However, that is no more the case now. 
Currently, over 300 buildings constructed 
in Quetta city in clear violation of the 
building code. The bench also directed 
the concerned quarters to ensure the 
implementation of the building code in 
Quetta.
All roads lead toward governance
When we discuss all these issues. All 
roads lead towards governance. Only 
good governance can ensure the imple-
mentation of orders passed by honorable 
courts. The question arises that why the 
bench lost its confidence in the adminis-
trative civilian set up and passed such 
harsh remarks.
Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan has repeatedly spoken about ensur-
ing good governance in the province. 
Although, positive strides made in some 
areas. However, his words are yet to be 
translated into action when it comes to 
ensuring good governance in the prov-
ince. The province has great potential and 
resources to play role in the development 
and prosperity of entire country. 
Nonetheless, it is still lagging behind 
other provinces in terms of key social 
indicators.
Political committment combined with 
political vision can bring Balochistan out 
of the prevailing governance crisis. Only 
then, the province can come at par with 
other developed parts of the country. The 
ruling coaltion needs to review its strat-
egy and ensure good governance to 
address the issue of law and order, pov-
erty, unemployement and development.

Issue of governance 
in Balochistan
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All cases considered by 
labor courts to be file 

directly via Najiz portal
News Desk

RIYADH: The Saudi Minis 
try of Justice has said that 
it has made it possible to 
file all cases that are consid-
ered by the labor courts 
directly via the Najiz portal 
(najiz.sa), after completing 
the procedural require-
ments for each type of them.

The spokesman of the 
ministry in a statement 
issued in Riyadh stated that 
filing labor lawsuits directly 
through the Najiz portal 

helps reduce the litigation 
time and raise the quality of 
outputs. 

He said that that it would 
also ensure that the lawsuit 
is properly filed, the speed 
and ease of accepting the 
completed case, and the 
completion of all the basic 
requirements for accepting 
the case, in order to raise the 
effectiveness of the first ses-
sion. The spokesman said, 
all enforcement courts are 
now fully connected 
through the enforcement.

News Desk/INP NEWS

LAHORE: The Pakistan 
Industrial and Traders 
Association Front (PIAF) has 
warned that if the supply of 
gas to industries continued 
to disrupt, the process of 
industrial production would 
come to a standstill. In such a 
case, the increase in imports 
will lead to deteriorating bal-
ance of trade, which will 
pose a serious threat to the 
improving economy and will 
also reduce local industrial 
production process.

Chairman PIAF Mian 
Nauman Kabir said that 
every year it is assured that 
there will be no gas load-
shedding, but on the con-
trary gas load-shedding has 
begun, which will have a 
direct impact on industrial 
production and exports. He 
was of the view that Prime 

Minister Imran Khan has 
also repeatedly highlighted 
the importance of increasing 
exports, but in practice the 
industries are suffering from 
the gas crisis. 

The Chairman PIAF in a 
joint statement with Vice 
Chairman Javed Siddiqi on 
Friday said that suspension 
of gas to the local industry 
amidst Covid-19 outbreak 
would severely affect pro-
duction process, making it 
difficult to manufacture life-
saving drugs and would 
directly affect the public.

Nauman Kabir said that 
after closure of RLNG supply 
to the power sector the gov-
ernment will generate elec-
tricity from furnace oil and 
diesel owing to which the 
electricity cost will increase 
manifold against generation 
by RLNG. Though the cap-
tive power plants meant for 

export industry were 
stopped for one day in a 
week as per the decision of 
cabinet, but the decision will 
reduce the textile products 
production by 16 percent. Its 
impact is expected next 
month in the form of decline 
in exports, he said.

The Chairman PIAF said 
that in order to optimally 
use the scarce available nat-
ural gas resource, an exer-
cise was initiated with 
respect to assessing the 
usage of gas by Captive 
Power Plants (CPPs). The 
CPPs with electricity con-
nection are 976, of which 350 
are on SNGPL while 626 are 
on SSGCL system. Out of the 
above total 1,211 CPPs, only 
227 are cogeneration units 
which not only generate 
power for self-consumption 
but also generate heat 
energy for their industrial 

use. Mian Nauman Kabir 
said that even after closing 
down the supply to all sec-
tors of economy, the domes-
tic consumers across Pakist 
an’s main cities of Lahore, 
Gujr anwala, Faisalabad, 
Sialkot, Rawalpindi, Karac 
hi, Quetta and Peshawar are 
either experiencing no sup-
ply of gas or it is available at 
painful low pressure. 

Vice Chairman PIAF said 
that the fear which the busi-
nessmen had been high-
lighting for the last many 
months that in Jan 2021, the 
RLNG crisis will worsen has 
unfortunately proven cor-
rect. The main reason is the 
government’s failure to 
arrange the LNG vessels for 
the first 20 days of Jan 2021 
through future trade in 
Aug-Sep. Owing to this neg-
ligence; the government 
procured the costly LNG as 

it issued tenders almost one 
month before for next month 
for the winter season 2020-
21. On account of the ill-con-
ceived strategy, the govern-
ment received the highest-
ever bids in spot trading for 
almost every month. 

Javed Siddiqi said that 
natural gas in the country to 
all bulk consumers includ-
ing power, fertilizer, indus-
try, CNG, cement and resi-
dential consumers is sup-
plied through the extensive 
network of these two gas 
utility companies. With the 
passage of time, gas stock 
has decreased due to natu-
ral depletion whereas new 
natural gas discoveries have 
barely kept pace with the 
natural depletion and there 
has been no net increase in 
the availability of indige-
nous gas for the last many 
years.

Suspension of gas supply to 
industries to halt production 

process: PIAF

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Literacy and Non-
formal Education Raja Rashid Hafeez has said the 
transgender community has also been included in 
adult literacy drive to make them a useful organ of 
the society. 

He stated this on Friday while presiding over a 
departmental meeting to review progress on literacy 
drive and the facility of co-curricular activities in 
non-formal schools.

While expressing the satisfaction that resources 
have been provided to achieve 100 per cent literacy, 
Rashid Hafeez said that the department is working 
hard to materialize the efforts of promoting educa-
tion in society.

In this regard, a composite literacy policy has been 
chalked out and the prisoners are also rehabilitated, 
along with the provision of education, so that they 
may become a useful citizen of the society after their 
release, he added. The Minister Literacy and Non-
formal Education asked the officers to work hard for 
overcoming the shadows of the illiteracy in the soci-
ety and to achieve the departmental targets.

Transgender included in 
literacy drive: Rashid

Kashmiris struggling for 
right to self-

determination: Devinder
News Desk

JAMMU: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir, the 
Social Peace Forum, a 
unit of the All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference 
(APHC), has said that 
the Kashmiri people 
are struggling for their 
birthright to self-deter-
mination as India has 
illegally occupied their 
motherland, reports 
Kashmir Media Service

The JKSPF Chair 
man, Devinder Singh 
Behl said during an 
awareness campaign in 
Seri Bhag Bani area of 
Jammu that India was 
using cheap tactics to 
suppress the Kashmiris 
liberation movement.

He said that the 
Indian government 
had given a licence to 
its troops to kill inno-
cent Kashmiris and the 
military personnel 
were shedding the 
blood of innocent 

Kashmiris in the lure of 
promotions and 
rewards.

He said that the 
Indian government 
had also repealed the 
Kashmir’s special sta-
tus on August 5, 2019 in 
violation of interna-
tional law to further 
strengthen its hold on 
the occupied territory. 
He added said that 
India wanted to change 
to demography of the 
territory and turn the 
Muslim majority status 
of IIOJK into a minor-
ity.

JKSPF Chairman 
said that Kashmiris 
would continue their 
struggle till the 
Kashmir dispute was 
resolved in accordance 
with the UN resolu-
tions and urged the 
international commu-
nity to play its role in 
settling the dispute 
according to the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiris 
and UN resolutions.

The Forum leaders, 
Cheeni Lal Bhagat, 
Rajpal Bhagat, Karnail 
Singh, Satnam Singh, 
Andarlal, Chaudhry 
Asif, Chaudhry Maqb 
ool, Chaudhry Aizaz, 
Yasir Ahmed, Amarjit 
Singh, Dilbagh Singh, 
Jaitender Singh, Ram 
Lal, Moti Ram, Sham 
Bhagat, Tajpreet Singh, 
Sansar Singh, Mohan 
Lal Bhagat, Jasveer 
Singh and others were 
present on the occa-
sion. The Forum lead-
ers, Cheeni Lal Bhagat, 
Rajpal Bhagat, Karnail 
Singh, Satnam Singh, 
Andarlal, Chaudhry 
Asif, Chaudhry Maqb 
ool, Chaudhry Aizaz, 
Yasir Ahmed, Amarjit 
Singh, Dilbagh Singh, 
Jaitender Singh, Ram 
Lal, Moti Ram, Sham 
Bhagat, Tajpreet Singh, 
Sansar Singh, Mohan 
Lal Bhagat, Jasveer 
Singh and others were 
present on the occa-
sion.

Corruption mafia in Sindh 
also devouring funds of 

heart patients: Haleem Adil
News Desk

KARACHI: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Vice 
President and parliamen-
tary party leader in Sindh 
Haleem Adil Awan has 
said that the corruption 
mafia of Sindh is now even 
devouring the funds of 
heart patients, which is 
evident from the mega cor-
ruption and poor state of 
affairs of the National 
Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases (NICVD) Karachi. 

Talking to media outside 
the Sindh Assembly here 
on Tuesday, he said 
Chairman Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) 
Bilawal Zardari delivers 
fierce speeches during the 
sit-ins of Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM); however, the gov-
ernment of his party in 
Sindh is even doing cor-
ruption in the funds of 
heart patients. He said that 
when the Sindh govern-
ment is asked about its 
achievements, they quote 
the NICVD, which is fact 
has become a den of cor-
ruption and mismanage-
ment. 

Haleem Adil said the 
PPP government is 
involved in corruption 

through fake bank 
accounts, money launder-
ing and fake appointments 
in Sindh education depart-
ment. He said they are also 
involved in corruption in 
the departments of health, 
local government and rev-
enue. He said the lands of 
forest department were 
encroached upon. 

He said, there is corrup-
tion of Rs3 trillion in pen-
sion funds. The other 
examples of corruption 
include airplane commis-
sion case, Zardari tractor 
corruption scheme and 
corruption in water man-
agement and irrigation. He 
said the looted taxpayers’ 
money is hidden in Swiss 
bank accounts and pur-
chase of properties like 
Park Lane. He said there is 
corruption in Roshan 
Sindh Program, wheat 
stock and fish ponds 
schemes. 

Haleem Adil said 53per-
cent families in Sindh are 
living beneath the poverty 
line and 60percent popula-
tion of the province is com-
pelled to drink gutter-
mixed water. He said there 
are fake tenders in works 
and services department, 
and excise and taxation 
department. 

Over 60 
shops, 

restaurants 
sealed over 
violation of 
Covid SOPs

News Desk

LAHORE: Over 60 shops, 
restaurants and stores 
have been sealed besides 
imposition of fines by the 
district administration in 
Lahore over the violation 
of standard operating pro 
cedures (SOPs) against 
COVID-19, ARY News 
reported on Thursday.

The district adminis-
tration has conducted an 
operation against viola-
tors of the standard oper-
ating procedures (SOPs) 
against COVID-19 in dif-
ferent parts of the Punjab 
capital Lahore.

According to details, 65 
shops, stores and cafes 
have been fined up to 
Rs64,000, whereas, assis-
tant commissioner sealed 
eight shops in Model Town 
tehsil.

APHC appeals IIOJK 
people to observe Indian 

R-Day as Black Day
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) 
has appealed to the people to observe India’s Republic 
Day on January 26 as Black Day to protest against New 
Delhi’s continued denial of their right to self-determina-
tion, reports Kashmir Media Service.

The APHC spokesman in a statement issued in 
Srinagar asked the people of IIOJK to observe complete 
shutdown and civil curfew on January 26 to convey the 
message to the world that they reject India’s illegal occu-
pation of their soil.

The spokesman rejected India’s claim of being a demo-
cratic country. He maintained that India is a fascist and 
imperialist state, which is using all inhuman, illegal and 
undemocratic tactics and committing war crimes to per-
petuate its illegal hold on the occupied territory.

He said that since the unilateral and illegal move of 
August 05, 2019, over nine hundred thousand Indian 
troops had held the entire population of IIOJK hostage. 
He added that the troops were killing the Kashmiri youth 
in fake encounters in the occupied territory while inno-
cent people including Hurriyat leaders and activists were 
being arrested on baseless charges.

The spokesman said that India had turned IIOJK into a 
military garrison and imposed undeclared martial law in 
the territory. He said that despite these Indian brutalities, 
the people of Kashmir were committed to continue their 
liberation movement and not to give up their struggle for 
securing their inalienable right to self-determination.

Paying glowing tributes to the martyrs of Handwara 
massacre of 1990, the spokesman called for a complete 
strike in Kupwara district on January 25 (Monday) and 
said that the people of Kashmir would continue the mar-
tyrs’ mission till complete success. Seventeen innocent 
Kashmiris were killed when BSF troops had opened 
indiscriminate fire on peaceful demonstrators in 
Handwara town on January 25 in 1990.

China helps Pakistan to 
promote tea industry 

along the CPEC’s route: 
Experts

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: China has a big role to play in promoting 
Pakistan’s tea industry, as potential suitable sites and 
land for tea cultivation is located alongside the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), says a report pub-
lished by Gwadar Pro, quoting experts.

Pakistan has identified 64,000 hectares of area as suit-
able for tea cultivation along the CPEC’s route, according 
to Dr. Abdul Waheed, Director of the National Tea and 
High Value Crops Research Institute (NTHRI).

However, tea is currently cultivated on around 200 
acres of land only. The area of Shinkiari in Manshra 
alone produces seven to eight tons of tea annually.

“If we grow tea on 64,000 hectares of land, Pakistan 
will not only be self-sufficient in tea but will also export 
tea products to other countries,” said Dr. Abdul Waheed.

Some farmers have already planted tea at various acre-
age but mostly very low percentage as the market 
demand for green tea leaf from farmers is very low. No 
regulatory or management agency is involved to pro-
mote tea plantation by farmers. Thus, the progress so far 
is very slow.

The Planning Commission of Pakistan has recently 
completed the Tea cluster study under Agriculture 
Transformation initiative for commercialization of tea in 
Hazara and Malakand with a view to reduce the ever-
increasing tea imports bill and loss of foreign currency 
drained on tea import.

According to experts, besides reducing soil erosion 
and forest degradation, the bushy plants of tea can 
reduce global warming and can help promote eco-tour-
ism in northwestern part of Pakistan. The rise in tea 
plantation can also lead to large-scale job opportunities 
in agriculture and industrial sectors.

As potential suitable sites and land for tea cultivation 
is located alongside CPEC, China has a big role to play in 
promoting tea on a commercial scale through joint ven-
tures and technical and financial support, they added. 

Anti-smuggling drive: 
1,482 illegal petrol pumps 

sealed
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Following the directives of Prime Minister 
(PM) Imran Khan, as many as 1,482 illegal petrol pumps 
were sealed during an ongoing countrywide crackdown 
against sale of smuggled petroleum products.

The campaign launched against oil smuggling on the 
directives of Prime Minister Imran Khan and led by the 
Ministry of Interior is continuing unabated and showing 
significantly good results.

Among 1,482 sealed fuel stations, 92 were sealed in 
Punjab, 23 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and four were sealed 
in Sindh.

From 11 January, 1,482 petrol pumps have been sealed, 
while 3 million litres of petrol and 10 million litres of 
diesel were seized.

During a meeting on Jan 4, the prime minister was 
informed that the country was deprived of an estimated 
revenue of Rs150 billion per annum due to sale of smug-
gled oil. As many as 2,094 fuel stations were found to be 
involved in sale of smuggled petroleum products in 
three provinces.

Prime Minister Khan had said the economy is suffer-
ing irreparable loss due to the menace of smuggling and 
called for final action against elements involved in such 
illegal acts.
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HBAC discusses 
legislative business to be 
transacted during 306th 

Session
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chaired by Chairman Senate 
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani, the House Business 
Advisory Committee (HBAC) of the Senate met in the 
Parliament House on Friday and discussed in detail 
legislative business to be transacted during the 306th 
Session of the Senate.  

Besides legislative business, the session would take 
up discussion on current situation of important 
national and international issues.  The HBAC decided 
that the current session would continue for two weeks.

The meeting was attended by Leader of the House 
Senator Dr. Shehzad Waseem, Leader of the 
Opposition Senator Raja Muhammad Zafar ul Haq, 
the Parliamentary Leaders of the Political Parties in 
Senate including Senator Sherry Rehman, Chief Whip 
in Senate Senator Sajjad Hussain Turi, Senator Mir 
Kabeer Ahmed Muhammad Shahi, Senator Dr. 
Jehanzeb Jamaldini, Senator Aurangzeb Khan 
Orakzai, Senator Usman Khan Kakar, Senator Sitara 
Ayaz, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Ali 
Muhammad Khan, Secretary Senate Mohammad 
Qasim Samad Khan and other senior officers of the 
Senate Secretariat.

Bakhtawar 
Bhutto’s 

marriage 
officially 

announced
News Desk

KARACHI: Former 
President Asif Ali 
Zardari’s eldest daughter 
Bakhtawar Bhutto’s mar-
riage date has been offi-
cially announced by the 
spokesperson of Bilawal 
House.

According to the 
spokesperson of Bilawal 
House, a Milad ceremony 
will be held on January 24 
in connection with the 
marriage of Bakhtawar 
Bhutto at Bilawal House.

According to the 
spokesperson, Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto sus-
pended political activi-
ties for a week on his sis-
ter’s wedding.

Bakhtawar Bhutto’s 
marriage ceremony to 
Mahmood Chaudhry 
will be held on January 
29, while the ‘Barat’ cere-
mony will be held on 
January 30.

According to the 
spokesperson of Bilawal 
House, one thousand 
guests have been invited 
to the wedding, impor-
tant political leaders of 
the country, military, 
civil and judicial heads 
have been invited.

It may be recalled that 
Bakhtawar Bhutto 
Zardari had got engaged 
to Pakistani-origin Dubai 
businessman Mahmood 
Chaudhry on November 
27 last year.

The engagement cere-
mony was held at Bilawal 
House Karachi, which 
was attended by close 
family members and 
important personalities.

PPP chairman and 
Bakhtawar Bhutto’s 
brother Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari did not attend 
the first celebration of 
happiness in his family a 
few decades later due to 
contracting the corona 
virus.

HYDERABAD: Social activists burn the portraits of Indian Prime Minister Moodi and JSMM Chairman 
Shafi Burfat during a protest against Indian support to terrorism in Pakistan and aggression in held 

Kashmir, in Hyderabad.  INP PHOTO
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on Friday 
directed to set timelines for 
the housing projects for low-
income groups and ordered 
for early initiation of con-
struction work.

PM Imran Khan chaired a 
high-level meeting to review 
progress on different housing 
projects including Ravi 
Riverfront Urban 
Development. The partici-
pants have also reviewed the 
progress on relocation of 
Walton airport, wastewater 
treatment plant and Central 
Business District.

PM’s aide on political com-

munication Shahbaz Gill, 
Naya Pakistan Housing 
Authority (NPHA) chairman 
and senior officers have 
attended the meeting. SACM 
on Information Dr Firdous 
Ashiq, Punjab Finance 
Minister Hashim Jawan Bakht 
and Advisor to Punjab CM 
Salman Shah, Ravi Riverfront 
Urban Development 
Authority chairman and 
other officials have also joined 
the meeting through video 
link.

During the meeting, it was 
briefed that the construction 
of 3 to 5 marlas units for low-
income groups will be initi-
ated in 25 to 27 districts of 
Punjab which will be 

expanded to 87 locations in 
the next phase. It added that 
land and capital will be pro-
vided by the Punjab govern-
ment for the low-cost housing 
project.

The premier issued direc-
tives for setting timelines to 
complete the housing units 
for lower-income groups.

PM Imran Khan was 
informed that the matters 
pertaining to the design of 
Ravi Riverfront Urban 
Development project has 
entered in its final phase and 
the relevant authorities were 
taking steps to organise 
investors conference. The con-
cerned officials have also 
briefed the participants 

regarding the progress of 
land acquisition for the pro-
ject.

PM Khan said that Ravi 
Riverfront Urban 
Development project pos-
sesses immense importance 
for the socio-economic devel-
opment of Lahore citizens 
which will also provide job 
opportunities. He said that 
constructions on unused land 
will be made possible by the 
completion of the project.

It was informed that the 
commercial, retail and resi-
dential zoning of the Central 
Business District and reloca-
tion of Walton airport projects 
are underway in accordance 
with the international stand-

PM directs setting timeline 
to complete low-cost 

housing units

COVID-19 a common 
challenge to humankind, 
needs to fight together: 

China
News Desk

BEIJING: COVID-19 a common challenge to all 
humankind, needs to fight together, said here a 
spokesperson of Chinese Foreign Ministry Hua 
Chunying.

She was commenting on a report, which says more 
than 400,000 Americans have died of COVID-19. A 
memorial was held in Washington, D.C. on the night 
of January 19. As was noticed, President Biden said in 
his inauguration speech that the United States is 
“entering what may be the darkest and deadliest 
period of the virus,” and that “we need all our strength 
to...persevere through this dark winter.”

Hua Chunying said they have noted the reports. We 
also grieve for the lives lost to the pandemic.

She added, “as President Xi Jinping pointed out on 
various occasions, solidarity and cooperation is the 
most powerful weapon to defeat COVID-19. 

Besides preventing and containing the virus at 
home, we have launched the largest global humanitar-
ian campaign since the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China in 1949, cooperating with all parties 
to enhance international anti-epidemic efforts. 

We have also been supporting and helping the 
American people as much as we can. According to 
preliminary statistics from Chinese authorities, from 
March 1, 2020 to January 10, 2021, through exports, 
donations and other means, China provided the 
United States with more than 42.02 billion masks, over 
900 million pairs of surgical gloves, 780 million pro-
tective suits, 50.66 million pairs of goggles, 15,648 non-
invasive ventilators and 257 invasive ones. 

Chinese provinces, cities, friendly groups, non-gov-
ernmental organizations and companies also donated 
lots of medical supplies to the U.S. side.

The pandemic is still spreading across the world, 
and we noticed the severe situation in the United 
States. The victory of the global fight against COVID-
19 cannot be achieved until the virus is eliminated in 
the last country. 

China will continue strengthening anti-epidemic 
cooperation with the international community includ-
ing the United States, and supporting the United 
States in its fight to the best of our capability.”

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
former envoy to Egypt, 
Morocco and Tunisia, 
Ambassador ® Mushtaq 
Ali Shah has said that 
Pakistan needs to set its 
focus on bolstering diplo-
matic, economic and cul-
tural ties with North 
African states as the his-
toric ties with them 
remain short of achieving 
their true potential so far.

He was speaking as 
keynote speaker at a con-
sultative session titled 
‘Pakistan’s relations with 
North African countries’ 
organized by Institute of 
Policy Studies (IPS) here 
on Friday. 

The session was chai 
red by Executive Presi 
dent IPS Khalid Rahman 
and participated by 
Ambassador ® Tajam mul 
Altaf, Brig ® Tughral 
Yamin, associate dean, 
CIPS-NUST and non-resi-
dent fellow at IPS, GM-IPS 
Naufil Shahrukh, and 
Kulsoom Belal, research 
officer and focal person 
for IPS’ ‘Understanding 
Africa’ initiative. 

Speaking about the his-
tory of Pak-Egypt ties, 
Mushtaq Ali recalled that 
Allama Muhammad 
Iqbal had visited Egypt in 
1931 and King Farouk 

was so impressed by his 
philosophy and poetry 
that he ordered opening 
up of an Urdu depart-
ment in Cairo University 
so that Allama’s work 
could be understood in 
the kingdom. Urdu depa 
rtments were later estab-
lished in Cairo University, 
Jamia Al-Azhar and six 
other major universities.  

Quaid-e-Azam Muha 
mmad Ali Jinnah had vis-
ited Cairo in 1946 and 
held meetings not only 
with the King and gov-
ernment officials but also 
leaders of Ikhwan-ul-Mus 
limeen (Muslim Broth 
erhood), Ambass ador Ali 
further recollected. He 
said that the recognition 
and appreciation of 
Pakistan’s contributions 
in Task Force 151, anti-
piracy actions and UN 
peacekeeping missions in 
Africa resonates across 
the North African region, 
yet their bilateral ties 
remain short of achieving 
the true potential.  
Highlighting the impor-
tance of growing eco-
nomic and trade ties with 
North Africa in juxtaposi-
tion to Europe, Mushtaq 
Ali Shah apprised that 
Pakistan can export its 
defence equipment, tex-
tile, pharmaceuticals and 
agro-based goods.

SC 
dismisses 

bail plea of 
Hamza 

Shehbaz in 
money 

laundering 
case

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Supreme Court (SC) on 
Friday dismissed the bail 
petition filed by Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) leader Hamza 
Shehbaz in money laun-
dering case after he 
decided to withdraw it.

Justice Sardar Tariq 
Masood heard the bail 
petition of Hamza 
Shehbaz in money laun-
dering case. The counsel 
of the petitioner, Azam 
Nazeer Tarar, appeared in 
the hearing.

Justice Masood ques-
tioned the lawyer whether 
the petitioner would con-
tinue to pursue the case or 
withdraw his plea. He 
maintained that the case 
was not filed in the high 
court on the grounds of 
hardship. It is appropriate 
to move to the high court 
after the issuance of a 
report of the accountabil-
ity court.

During the hearing, the 
lawyer said that no one 
could be kept under cus-
tody for an indefinite 
period, whereas, the ref-
erence was filed for Rs530 
million instead of Rs7 bil-
lion. He continued that 
the reference was not filed 
against Hamza Shehbaz 
when he moved to the top 
court to get bail.

Need stressed to boost 
Pakistan’s historic ties 
with North African 

countries

Shop owner made to pay 
new phone, Rs 25,000 fine 

to consumer
News Desk

KARACHI: The first order of a Consumer Protection 
Court which was implemented in the country this 
year was on Friday when a mobile phone shop owner 
in Karachi was not only made to give a new cellphone 
to the buyer but also Rs25,000 in fine.

The Consumer Protection Court, Karachi South had 
given its verdict in the case on December 10, 2020.

Fida Hussain Abro had bought a used mobile for 
Rs12,000, and when it turned out to be a defective one 
he approached a Consumer Protection Court, which 
after the hearing of one year, finally pronounced the 
verdict in favour of Abro.

A report on the implementation of its order has been 
submitted to the court.

Marble seller
A consumer court in Karachi issued notices to the 

parties concerned when a man on Friday approached 
and demanded Rs1 million in damages from a marble 
seller for allegedly selling to him poor quality marbles.

Khalid Hussain, the consumer, has stated in his peti-
tion that he had bought marbles from Dilshad Marbles 
in lieu of Rs24,000, but later he found out that they were 
all of the inferior quality. “Some were broken while the 
colours of others later fainted,” he complained.

He further said that despite visiting the shop several 
times to have the marbles changed, the shop owner was 
not giving him new and better ones.

He said he had been cheated by Dilshad Marbles. 

Maryam Nawaz 
condemns hike in 
electricity tariff

News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) Vice-President 
Maryam Nawaz has con-
demned the increase in 
electricity tariff by the 
government on Friday.

In a tweet, Maryam 
Nawaz said nobody else 
knew better how to suck 
people’s blood than 
‘incompetent’ Prime 
Minister Imran Khan.

She further said each 
and every moment spent 
under Imran Khan’s gov-
ernment was a burden on 
the people.

Maryam was of the 
view that the government 
which was not voted into 
power by the people, but 
selected, neither did not 
have a better idea of peo-
ple’s problems nor is 
accountable to the public.

In another tweet, the 
PML-N vice-president 
said raising power tariff 
within a week of increas-
ing petroleum prices is 
the worst example of anti-

people moves.
The raise in petrol and 

electricity prices auto-
matically impacts all 
other commodities rates, 
she added.

On Thursday, the fed-
eral government has 
announced an increase of 
Rs1.95 per unit in the 
power tariff. Addressing 
a joint press conference 
with Federal Minister for 
Planning Asad Umar and 
Special Assistant to PM 
on Energy Tabish Gohar 
in Islamabad, Federal 
Power Minister Omar 
Ayub criticized the previ-
ous government for the 
agreement it signed with 
IPPs which was based on 
corruption.

Omar Ayub said under 
this agreement the gov-
ernment now has to pay 
Rs1455 billion to these 
power plants by 2023. 
Omar Ayub said the 45 
percent of electricity is 
generated on imported 
fuel and the government 
inherited a deficit of 
Rs227billion. 

CTD foils major terror bid 
in Kohlu

News Desk 

QUETTA: The 
Cou nter-Ter ror i sm 
Department (CTD) on 
Thursday foiled a 
major bid of terrorism 
by seizing a huge 
catch of arms and 
ammunition from the 
Kohlu district of 
Balochistan.

Security sources 

said CTD teams from 
Kohlu and Sibi partic-
ipated in the opera-
tion and foiled the ter-
ror bid. The security 
personnel seized 
weapons in Mawand 
tehsil of Kohlu from a 
mountainous area.

The terrorists had 
dumped weapons to 
carry out subversive 
activities in the prov-

ince, sources said. The 
weapons include 8 
mortar shells and 
other weapons during 
the operation. Howe 
ver, no arrest made 
during the action.

Security forces have 
intensified operations 
against miscreants in 
Quetta and other 
parts of Balochistan 
recently.

NAB traces fake bank accounts used 
for corruption in pension funds

Pakistan looking for strong 
trade, investment ties with 
US:  envoy Asad Majeed

News Desk

KARACHI: In major 
development during 
the ongoing investiga-
tion into alleged cor-
ruption, the National 
Accountability Bure 
au (NAB) on Friday 
traced nine more fake 
bank accounts used 
for embezzlement of 
pension funds by offi-
cials the Sindh finance 
department.

Besides detecting 
the new fake bank 
accounts, the anti-cor-
ruption watchdog has 
also traced the system 
for embezzlement of 
government funds 

worth billions 
through ‘fake pension 
(commutation) bills’.

Sources privy to the 
development said that 
Rs140 million had 
been deposit the nine 
bank accounts from 
2012 to 2017. The 
money was then trans 
ferred to the accounts 
of Naveed Bajari, the 
former additional dis-
trict account officer of 
District Accounts 
Office – Hyderabad, 
and his family.

It emerged that 
Rs30 million had been 
transferred to Dubai 
from the fake bank 
accounts. Following 

the revelations, NAB 
had issued call-up 
notice to Naveed 
Bajari to question him 
on January 20, how-
ever, he did not appear 
before the investiga-
tors, sources added.

Sources said that 
Naveed Bajari is an 
employee of Sindh 
Forest Department 
and relative of the 
prime suspect Salim 
Bajari in the pension 
corruption case.

Moreover, the probe 
team had also sum-
moned other accused, 
Ashraf Ali Janwari 
and Altaf Mangi, on 
the same day.

Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: Pakistan is looking for strong bilat-
eral trade and investment ties with the US under the 
new administration of President Joe Biden, country’s 
envoy to Washington Asad Majeed Khan said on 
Friday.

Talking to a private TV channel, Asad Majeed said 
Islamabad and Washington are working together for 
peace in Afghanistan along with other nations. “The 
US also wanted that the Afghan soil is not used 
against any other country.”

The comments from the envoy came after Joe Biden 
took oath as the 46th president of the united states 
after four tumulous years of Donald Trump.

“There is no question of ‘do more’ or ‘do less’ for us 
now, taking the right steps is the need of the hour,” the 
envoy said. He noted that the new US administration 
would realise Pakistan’s efforts when it comes to 
know about the ground realities.

“Pakistan is not looking for assistance are aid but 
strong trade and investment relationship,” Asad 
Majeed stressed.

Meanwhile, Biden’s nominated defence secretary 
General Lloyd J Austin has termed Pakistan an impor-
tant partner in peace and maintained that the US 
looking to revive military ties with the country.

“If confirmed, I will encourage a regional approach 
that garners support from neighbours like Pakistan, 
while also deterring regional actors, from serving as 
spoilers to the Afghanistan peace process,” he said 
during his confirmation hearing on Tuesday.

 The former US general said he would focus on 
shared interests including training future Pakistan 
military leaders through the use of International 
Military Education and Training (IMET) funds.


