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News Desk

QUETTA: The component par-
ties of the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) have 
demanded of the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
to issue a verdict with regard to 
the foreign funding case of rul-
ing Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf 
(PTI).
The opposition parties staged a 
protest demonstration outside 
the ECP office to mount pressure 
for the immediate release of the 
foreign funding case of the rul-
ing party.
The PDM Chief Maulana Fazal 
ur Rehman and PML N Vice-
President Maryam Nawaz led 
the protesters calling for the 
immediate release of the verdict. 

Other top leaders of the anti-
government alliance also 
reached the spot. The opposition 
leaders were on the container to 
address the emotionally charged 
political workers.
“This illegitimate government 
has to go”, Maryam Nawaz said. 
She said the days of the PTI gov-
ernment have numbered and 
that the anti-government alli-
ance was intensifying its strug-
gle.
She termed the foreign funding 
case as the largest scandal in 
Pakistan. She however men-
tioned that the PDM would con-
tinue to raise voice against the 
rulers.
Security high alert in the federal 
capital
Earlier: Security has been placed 

on a high alert in the federal 
capital as the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM) 
prepares to stage a protest dem-
onstration outside the Election 
Commission of Pakistan.
The anti-government alliance 
had announced to stage a pro-
test demonstration on Tuesday 
as a part of its ongoing protest 
movement. The PDM accused 
the EPC of persistent delay in 
announcing the verdict about 
the ruling Pakistan Tehrik e 
Insaf (PTI) foreign funding case.
All exit and entry points 
towards the Red Zone have 
been strictly manned and 
closed on the eve of the 11-party 
alliance’s protest demonstra-
tion.Maryam Aurangzaib, the 
Spokesman of the mainstream 

opposition party, the Pakistan 
Muslim League (N) said the 
workers of the party would 
gather at 1 pm at Kashmir high-
way to proceed towards the 
ECP office.
“The ECP should start writing a 
verdict about the PTI’s foreign 
funding case”, she said. The 
PML N leader lashed out at the 
ECP for what she claimed per-
sistent delay on its part to issue 
a verdict in this regard.
“None would be allowed to 
taken law into hands”, Sheikh 
Rasheed The Interior Minister, 
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed, how-
ever, said that the government 
had decided to allow the PDM 
to stage a protest demonstra-
tion. He, however, warned that 
none would be allowed.

News Desk

LAHORE: Special Assi 
stant to the Punjab 
Chief Minister on Infor 
mation Dr. Firdous 
Ashiq Awan has said 
that people are fed up 
of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-
N) Vice-president Mar 
yam Nawaz’s same old 
stories.

The SACM took to 
Twitter on Tuesday and 
said Pakistan Democ 
ratic Movement (PDM) 
will stage a political 

circus outside the 
Election Comm ission 
of Pakistan (ECP) after 
flopping across the 
country.

Firdous Ashiq said 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazal (JUI-F) President 
Fazal-ur-Rehman will 
once again remain 
deprived of power 
despite using students 
of religious seminaries 
as political fuel.

The Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
leader further added 
that Pakistan Peoples 

Tahir Rai appointed new 
Balochistan IGP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) Chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman Nawaz addressing to 
protestors outside the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP). INP PHOTO

Federal 
Cabinet 

constitutes 
inquiry 

committee 
to probe 

Broadsheet 
matter

News Desk

JANUARY: The Federal 
Cabinet has constituted an 
inquiry committee to 
investigate the Broadsheet 
matter and fix the responsi-
bility on those who illegally 
benefitted themselves.

This was announced by 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Shibli 
Faraz during a press con-
ference in Islamabad today 
along with Minister for 
Science Fawad Chaudhary 
and Minister for Human 
Rights Shireen Mazari.

Shibli Faraz said the 
committee will be com-
prised of a former judge of 
High Court or Supreme 
Court, a senior officer from 
FIA, Attorney General 
Office, a senior lawyer and 
any officer nominated by 
the Prime Minister.

He said the ToRs of the 
committee have been for-
mulated according to 
which it will complete the 
investigation within 45 
days. The Minister said in 
light of the committee’s rec-
ommendations strict action 
will be taken against the 
culprits who looted the 
national exchequer.

He said Broadsheet case 
is based on facts revealing 
the corruption stories of 
previous rulers.

Commenting on PDM’s 
protest in front of Election 
Commission Office, Shibli 
Faraz expressed gratitude 
to the people of twin cities 
for rejecting the narrative 
of opposition.  Fawad 
Chaudhary on the occa-
sion said Broadsheet was 
registered in 1999 during 
Pervez Musharraf era.

PDM demands immediate 
verdict on PTI foreign 

funding case

People are fed up 
of Maryam 

Nawaz’s stories: 
Firdous Ashiq

PM to visit 
S. 

Waziristan 
for cheque 

distribution 
amongst 

youth
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis 
ter Imran Khan is all set to 
visit South Waziristan 
tomorrow (Wednesday) to 
distribute amongst the 
youth Kamyab Jawan 
Program cheques as 
announced on Tuesday by 
his special assistant for 
youth affairs Usman Dar.

Taking to micro blog-
ging site Twitter, Usman 
Dar tweeted the PM will 
go to South Waziristan to 
distribute cheques 
amongst the youth under 
Kamyab Jawan Program.

The PM will also review 
development works and 
underway projects in the 
region while he ensures 
economic prospects for 
their youth.

SAPM on youth affairs 
Dar congratulated all those 
who have been shortlisted 
to earn their Kamyab 
Jawan Program cheques.

Data of 1.6 million 
criminals computerized 
in Balochistan: IG Police

Matiullah Khan

QUETTA: Balochistan 
police chief, Mohsin Hassan 
Butt said the data of 1.6 mil-
lion criminals computer-
ized by police in the prov-
ince. He expressed these 
views while speaking to 
reporters on the occasion of 
the inaugural ceremony of 
the first-digital police pro-
ject in Quetta on Tuesday.

The Police Chief stated 
the data of criminals across 
the province has been com-
puterized to ensure their 
arrest. “This will help police 
to ensure timely action agai 
nst criminals”, Mr. Butt men 
tioned. Balochistan police 
have the computerized data 
of all criminals of the coun-
try, he added.

The Deputy Inspector 
General of Police Quetta, 
Azhar Akram, and other 
senior police officers were 
also present on the occa-
sion.10,000 online FIRs regis-
tered in Balochistan. The 
Inspector-General of Police 

informed that so far 10,000 
online FIRs have been regis-
tered across the province. In 
every police station of 
Balochistan, there is a facil-
ity for online registration of 
FIR, he added.

He said Balochistan is 
going to be the first province 
to establish a smart women 
police station. “This will 
help police to address griev-
ances of women timely”, he 
mentioned.

CTD investigating Mach 
tragedy About the Mach 

tragedy, Mohsin Hassan 
Butt said the Counter-Terro 
rism Department (CTD) was 
interrogating the terrorist 
act. The Balochistan govern-
ment had already estab-
lished a Joint Investi gation 
Team (JIT) to probe into the 
incident that claimed the 
lives of 11 coal miners in the 
Mach area of Balochistan. 
He said the data of passen-
gers at bus stops and hotels 
would also be registered to 
keep an eye on the move-
ment of the people. 

Levies arrest a father 
for murdering 2 sons in 

Chaman

Niamatullah Sarhadi

CHAMAN: Levies force 
arrested a father for mur-
dering his  2 sons in 
Chaman, Pakistan’s bor-
dering city with 
Afghanistan. Levies 
arrested the accused 
Sharafuddin and shifted 
him to levies station for 
interrogation.

The accused had opened 
fire and murdered his two 
sons on December 26, 2020, 
in Band Soz Chowk area of 
Chaman. The accused had 

fled from the spot after 
committing the crime. A 
major reason behind the 
incident was a domestic 
issue.

QRF Levies force arrest 
the accused 

The Quick Response 
Force (QRF) of levies par-
ticipated in the operation 
conducted in the outskirts 
of Chaman on Tuesday. 
The Assistant 
Commissioner and 
Tehsildar Chaman super-
vised the action against 
the accused.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government on Tuesday 
transferred Balochistan 
Inspector General of 
Police, Mohsin Hassan 
Butt and replaced him 
with Muhammad Tahir 
Rai.

A notification issued by 
the Cabinet Secretariat of 
the Establishment Division 

read that Rai has been 
transferred and posted as 
the Provincial Police 
Officer (PPO) Balochistan 
with immediate effect and 
until further orders. 

Rai is a BS-21 officer of 
the Police Service of 
Pakistan. According to 
Geo News, he was previ-
ously the additional IG of 
the Counter-Terrorism 
Department in Punjab.

Health Desk

QUETTA: The health department gov-
ernment of Balochistan has issued 
appointment orders to more than 1026 
doctors in the province. Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan took to 
social media network Twitter and 
announced appointments of doctors.

The Chief Minister said the doctors 
include 496 medical officers, 382 lady 
medical officers, and 148 dental sur-
geons. He said 8 district headquarters 
hospitals have been declared teaching 
and PGMI would be made fully func-
tional to facilitate the masses.

Doctors appointed on a contract basis
“We have appointed the doctors on a 

contract basis”, Noor ul Haq Baloch, the 
Secretary Health Balochistan told 
Quetta Voice. The period of the contract 
order is for one year, which is extenda-
ble, Mr. Baloch said.

The government has decided to post 

the doctors in Quetta and all 33 dis-
tricts of Balochistan to overcome the 
shortage of doctors, the Secretary of 
health informed. Government-run hos-
pitals paint a bleak picture when it 
comes to health facilities and the avail-
ability of doctors across Balochistan.

Over 1,000 doctors appointment in 
process at BPSC 

The Balochistan government has 
already advertised over 1,000 posts of 
doctors through the Balochistan Public 
Service Commission (BPSC). The pro-
cess of tests completed for the appoint-
ment of doctors, a well-placed inside 
BPSC said.

The process of interviews for the 
appointment of doctors would com-
mence from February 1st, the BPSC offi-
cial informed.

YDA earlier rejected ad-hoc appoint-
ments 

The Young Doctors Association 
(YDA) Balochistan had already opposed 

the recruitment of doctors on a contract 
basis. The YDA had demanded the 
recruitment of doctors through BPSC 
on regular basis. Postgraduate residents 
as decided by the Health department 
along with YDA must be given appoint-
ments in their respective specialties/
Units to make sure the delivery of 
health facilities to masses, Dr. Rahim 
Babar, the Spokesman YDA said.

However, the Secretary of Health 
Balochistan said contract appointments 
made to overcome the shortage of doc-
tors and improve health facilities at 
government-run hospitals. “We will 
post doctors once BPSC approves their 
recommendations”, Mr. Baloch said 
referring to permanent orders of doc-
tors.

The number of government doctors 
in Balochistan is over 5,000. However, 
over 3,000 vacancies of doctors are 
lying vacant in the province, Noor ul 
Haq Baloch concluded.

Health Department Balochistan issues appointment orders to 1026 doctors

Govt no longer worried 
about PDM’s long march 

after seeing attendance at 
ECP rally: Rashid

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Interior Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed on Tuesday hit out 
at leaders of the opposition 
Pakistan Democratic Move 
ment (PDM) for its rally in 
front of the office of the 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) in Islam 
abad today, saying televi-
sion footage showed “not 
more than 3,000 people” 
had attended the protest.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Islamabad 
shortly after the PDM rally 
concluded, he said the 
PDM leaders were “forget-
ting that Prime Minister 
Imran Khan gave them the 
permission to enter the 
capital’s Red Zone”, adding 
that he also had the same 
opinion “to let you play 
openly”.

“After this [rally], what-
ever small worry we had 
[about the long march] has 
dissipated. We did not 
even shut the metro bus 

service; that is [the level of 
your] political strength.”

He also challenged some 
of the opposition’s claims, 
saying no one had “served 
more jail time than I have” 
for the sake of Khatm-i-
Nabuwwat (finality of 
prophethood).

“What have you gotten 
into? This game is not in 
your destiny.”

Rashid also responded 
to Rehman’s remarks that 
the government had a 
“problem” with students 
of madressahs attending 
political rallies, saying: 
“You are inciting children. 
I have not talked about 
religious students, I have 
talked about children.”

“I thank the madressahs 
and ulema of Islamabad 
for showing responsibility. 
It was a Jummah bazaar of 
those hungry for power.”

Moving on to PML-N 
Vice President Maryam 
Nawaz’s speech, he advis 
ed her to read more about 
the Broadsheet scandal.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Interior Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 
overseeing PDM gathering against ECP from the 

Control Room of Ministry of Interior. INP
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Hassan Niazi

In the end, Donald Trump 
did make history. Just not 
the way he would have 
wanted

Before his tenure as 
President, Congress had 
only impeached a president 
twice in its history. By the 
end of his term that num-
ber has doubled. He is the 
first American president to 
be impeached twice.

Definitely, not the way he 
wanted things to end.

Distinguishing this 
impeachment from the one 
that happened a year ago is 
the existence of bipartisan 
support, with even Trump’s 
enabler-in-chief, Mitch 
McConnell, adding his 
voice to the chorus of dis-
content against Trump’s 
actions. A man that spent 
the last four years as 
Trump’s most loyal acolyte 
appears to have grown a 
conscience, or more likely, 
saw that the ship was sink-
ing and decided to cut his 
losses.

Whatever the reasons for 
the change of heart of some 
Republicans, the question 
remains whether this 
impeachment will have a 
different result from the 
one that came before. Will 
the Senate actually vote to 
convict this time?

The nature of the charges 
demands a different 
response. The articles of 
impeachment against 
Trump charge him for incit-
ing violence against the 
government of the United 
States. An attack on democ-
racy isn’t just a turn of 
phrase this time around, it 
is literally what happened. 
By encouraging thousands 
of his supporters to attack 
the US Capitol, Trump, as 
head of the executive 

branch, condoned an attack 
on the legislature to over-
turn the results of a legiti-
mate election.

Constitutional principles 
regarding the separation of 
powers would become 
meaningless rhetoric if such 
attacks resulted in zero 
accountability. Principles 
that should be above parti-
san politics. The gravity of 
Trump’s actions merits a 
conviction in the Senate, a 
conviction that shows bipar-
tisan support for higher 
constitutional values.

Glimmers of this mobili-
sation for democracy were 
seen when the House of 
Representatives voted to 
impeach. Ten Republicans 
broke ranks and voted with 
the Democrats. For perspec-
tive, there were no 
Republicans who voted to 
impeach in the House last 
year.

But the Senate vote comes 
with not just a need for 
higher numbers, but higher 
stakes. A two-thirds vote is 
needed for conviction, 
meaning around 17 
Republicans in the Senate 
would have to join the 
Democrats.

There is a possibility that 
this could happen this time 
around, first, based simply 
on the precedent that would 
be set by an acquittal. As 
mentioned already, Trump’s 
actions were such a severe 
attack on democratic princi-
ples that even staunch 
Republicans would be wary 
of letting him off the hook. 
An acquittal would signal 
that a loser of an election 
can incite violence to over-
turn the result. A precedent 
that, in the words of 
McConnell, would send 
American democracy into a 
“death spiral”.

Second, a Trump convic-

tion could be seen as a ben-
efit for the Republican Party. 
Under the US Constitution, 
Trump can, upon a success-
ful vote of conviction in the 
Senate, be subject to a sec-
ond vote that bars him from 
ever holding federal office. 
This second vote would 
require a simple majority 
and may be seen by many 
Republicans as a good way 
of getting rid of Trump once 
and for all; eliminating the 
spectre of his assault on 
democracy looming over 
them in the future. An act of 
redemption by the party for 
failing to keep the gates of 
democracy clear of megalo-
maniacs.

The third factor that could 
come into play is McConnell 
himself. If he throws his 
weight behind conviction, 
the 17 votes will come. 
There have been some state-
ments from him signaling 
that this could happen. 
McConnell was also in the 
Capitol when the mob 
descended, and that mem-
ory might influence his 
decision.

However, McConnell is 
unlikely to want an intra-
party battle during a time 
when Democrats have taken 
control of both the legisla-
ture and the executive 
branches. It is difficult in 
this climate to see 
McConnell proactively try 
to bring down Trump. What 
is more likely is his silent 
detachment from the pro-
ceedings, in contrast to his 
spirited defense of Trump 
last year.

Finally, and perhaps the 
most likely route to 17, a 
conviction could be brought 
about through a group of 
senior Republicans who 
would want Trump elimi-
nated from a 2024 presiden-
tial run. Trump has already 

indicated he would run for 
President again, and his 
immense support would 
prove problematic for any 
challenger. This may cause 
influential Republicans 
with presidential aspira-
tions, such as Lindsey 
Graham, Ted Cruz, and 
Marco Rubio, to attempt to 
get a conviction and bar 
Trump from federal office 
for purely personal goals.

Any of these factors could 
come into play to get 17 
Republicans to vote against 
Trump in the Senate. But 
there is another, more likely, 
political calculus that has to 
be considered. Trump’s 
massive popularity and 
loyal support base means 
that any Republican who 
votes against him may lose 
support from the cult of 
Trump. Trump has suc-
ceeded in amassing follow-
ers who would willingly 
attempt to overthrow a gov-
ernment for him. Many 
Republicans may simply 
wish to hold on to an ally 
with this sort of power and 
use it to their advantage. 
This has been the 
Republican strategy for the 
last four years, why not for 
the next four and beyond?

This factor alone makes it 
unlikely that a Senate trial 
will end in a conviction. 
This will then not be the 
end of Trump. It may well 
mean that the polarisation 
that has swept the US will 
continue to grow. If a per-
son who so clearly violates 
democratic principles is not 
worthy of Republicans and 
Democrats coming together 
for a higher principle, then 
polarisation is here to stay.

Like Opinion & Editorial 
on Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

Trump’s last stand

Quetta: Recalling old memories

” Our Quetta” is calling for 
the 
restoration of its real charac-
ter, culture, harmony, and 
tradition! Dear Quettaties! 
come forward, join hands 
and restore the city in its 
original shape of the 40s.

Share your life, views, 
experiences about the city, 
its value, pictures. To me, 
Quetta is like the Athens of 
Greece, where we have our 
Plato’s, Aristotle’s, and 
guides like Thucydides. 
Unfortunately, the cos-
mopolitism of Quetta is 
affected/ infected by the 
lust of opportunism and 

greed.
The revival of the city of 

Quetta, from seven cinemas 
to Qulfi Wala, to latkhana, to 
Malibagh, to old teachers of 
dignity to the shining char-
acter of shining individuals 
are calling us for the revival 
of the lost spirit of Quetta.

One magistrate was 
enough to maintain order in 
Quetta 

A city where one magis-
trate was enough for rule of 
law, where citizens were liv-
ing like a family. Where the 
youth was guided and 
linked with the experienced 
generation, where festive 
was not n the basis of ethnic-
ity, money, and class. The 
University of Balochistan 
was the source of knowl-
edge.

Where there was no restric-
tion between cantonment 
and city, where life was like a 
song and reflecting of Roomi. 
Where there were no ethnic, 
linguistic, tribal, sectarian, 
religious, and class differ-
ences.  The famous Sardar 
Khair Mohd Tajik used to 
control the price hike. Now 
the whole administration 
appears to be helpless before 
hoarders. The well-known 
Hwaldar Irshad was enough 

to control crime.
Bring back the beauty of 

the city
It was in my view a time of 

Quetta’s enlightenment. We 
can still bring back this cul-
ture provided if we can 
organize three-generation of 
the 70s to date. I hope we can 
do that till we have, the 
University of Balochistan, 
civil hospital, Ghazi cinema, 

Mali Bagh, and above all 
Islamia high School, techni-
cal High School, Taameer e 
Nou High School, 
Sandeman, and Muslim 
Bagh high School, and 
Kandahari Masjid. We need 
to map out and promote our 
golden culture of Quetta. I 
request All Quettaties to 
unite and save Quetta. It’s 
our duty, role, and future.

Dishonour killings
Kamal Siddiqi

There should, in this 21st 
century, be no murders that 
are justified by the claim of 
upholding a non-existent 
‘honour’

In a shocking incident this 
month, a 17-year-old engi-
neering student in 
Charsadda was killed alleg-
edly for the crime of speak-
ing to his female cousin. 
The student, a resident of 
the Mandani village of the 
district, was shot and killed 
for spending time with his 
cousin and studying with 
her. His body was found in 
the fields of his village. The 
victim was a position holder 
at Islamia College, Peshawar, 
who had come back to his 
village after the college 
closed due to Covid restric-
tions. His father was a day 
labourer who had to borrow 
money to put his son in col-
lege. None of this mattered 
to the alleged murderer, a 
close family member, whose 
misplaced notions of hon-
our robbed an innocent per-
son of his life.

While the murderer has 
been arrested by the police, 
it is feared that like most 
other cases, this too will end 
up without justice being 
served. Statistics on honour 
killings in Pakistan are not 
as accurate as they should 
be. Many such incidents are 
not even reported. But the 

two consistent elements are 
that most of the cases of 
such killings end up with-
out a conviction for the 
accused and that most of the 
victims, unlike the 
Charsadda incident, are 
women. Honour killings 
occur all over the country 
under various names like 
kala-kali (Punjab), karo-kari 
(Sindh), tor-tora (K-P) and 
Siya-kari (Balochistan).

One report estimates that a 
combination of loopholes in 
the law, police incompetence 
and poor prosecution has 
led to only 2% of the people 
involved in honour killing 
being punished. In most of 
the cases, the police push for 
a compromise between the 
two parties. The matter 
never ends up in court. It is a 
never-ending story.

Two years back, I wrote 
about three women and a 
man who lost their lives in 
three separate cases of 
alleged honour killing in 
Sukkur and Matiari districts 
in a space of a few days. I 
used these examples to show 
how common and how prev-
alent this practice had 
become. In that short period 
of time, one woman was shot 
dead in Khuram village near 
Sukkur by her husband, 
Akram Jagerani, who sus-
pected her of having illicit 
relations with a man in their 
village. Jagerani also shot 
and killed another man in 

the incident. After commit-
ting the murders, Jagerani 
fled the village to avoid 
arrest. In another incident, a 
mother of three was gunned 
down by her brother in 
Matiari. She was killed 
because her brother “sus-
pected her character”. After 
committing the murder, the 
accused surrendered to the 
police and confessed his 
crime. In the third such case, 
a mother of three, was shot 
dead by two cousins in 
Bahram. The accused, 
Mohammad Lashari and 
Nazal Khan Lashari, killed 
their cousin because they 
suspected her of having 
illicit relations with her 
brother-in-law while her 
husband, Feroze, was out of 
the house.

I took these three exam-
ples to illustrate how similar 
they were in the manner the 
crime was committed. 
Unfortunately, the similar-
ity doesn’t end there. Like 
hundreds of other such 
cases, the perpetrators of 
these crimes will almost 
never be brought to justice. 
What are we doing about 
this? Not much. Fast for-
ward to 2021 and the situa-
tion hasn’t changed much. 
On an average, as many as 
500 women and girls are 
murdered in honour kill-
ings each year making 
Pakistan one of the most 
dangerous countries for 

women. These victims are 
not just statistics: they are 
mothers, daughters and sis-
ters and their deaths destroy 
families. In most instances 
unfortunately, it is close 
family members who kill 
them. According to Human 
Rights Commission of 
Pakistan (HRCP) data, 1,957 
incidents of honour killings 
had been recorded over the 
past four years. This is 
higher than what the gov-
ernment reports. The aver-
age rate of honour killings 
in women between 15-64 
years was found to be 15 per 
million women per year. 
This may be yet another 
dubious world distinction 
we have achieved. The late 
Amina Jilani, a renowned 
columnist, once commented 
that it is high time that the 
pernicious mendacious 
phrase ‘honour killings’ be 
expunged from the lexicon 
of what has become known 
as the ‘Muslim world’ and 
this particular Islamic 
Republic could take the lead. 
There should, in this 21st 
century, be no murders that 
are justified by the claim of 
upholding a non-existent 
‘honour’. We should call 
them by what they are — 
dishonour killings.

Like Opinion & Editorial 
on Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

Quality education remains a main con-
cern for the parents, teachers, and gov-
ernment across Pakistan. Poor quality 
of education is a major drawback of the 
educational system in the country.
However, quality of education paints a 
bleak picture when it comes to 
Balochistan. A recent report by this daily 
revealed only 0.8 percent of students 
managed to score A + grade in middle-
level examinations 2019-20. As per the 
statistics of Balochistan Assess ment and 
Examinaiton Commission (BAEC), 322 
students out of a total 42,823 students 
got A+ grade in the examination.
Education may be the constitutional 
right of every individual between the 
age of 5 to 16 years. However, getting 
children to school has proven to be a 
challenge for the government.
No student secured A + grade in 9 dis-
tricts of Balochistan
As per the BAEC report, no student 
secured A + grade in 9 districts of Baloch 
istan. The districts include Barkhan, 
Harnai, Kachi, Kharan, Musakhail, 
Nushki, Sherani, Killa Abdullah, and 
Sikandar Abad.
However, Balochistan’s Loralai district 
stood first since 100 students from 
Residential College got A + grade. Simil 
arly, Khuzdar Residential College’s 67 
students got an A + grade. In District 
Zhob, 55 students obtained an A + grade 
and most of the students were from 
BRC.
Majority of the students passed exami-
nation in D grade
The report further reveals that the 
majority of the students 25,291 passed 
the examination in D grade. The num-
ber of boys who appeared in the exami-
nation was 28,379. However, the number 
of girls students was 14,444. This means 
66.3% of boys and 33.7 % of girls partici-
pated in the examination.
As far as examinations are concerned, 
in the best educational systems around 
the globe, examinations in this age are 
considered harassing and demotivating 
for students. Students have to complete 
the minimum education standards of 12 
years under the National Education 
Policy and constitution without hurdle.
Most of the education budget is spent on 
salaries of teachers 
It is irony of fate that most of the educa-
tion budget is spent on salaries of teach-
ers rather than promotion of education. 
Teachers need to be imparted modern 
training as the requirement of modern 
digital era.
Particularly, the recruitment process of 
teachers need to be streamlined and 
fair. It has been observed that there is a 
lack of mathematics and science teach-
ers. The education department should 
ensure better training for all newly 
appointed teachers through the 
Balochistan Public Service Commission 
and CTSP. This will help in the improve-
ment of quality education in the prov-
ince.

Declining quality of 
education in 
Balochistan

An old photo of Quetta before the deadliest earthquake of 1935: 
Photo taken from google

Amjad Rasheed
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Online driving licence 
facility launched in 

Gujranwala 
News Desk

GUJRANWALA: After 
facilitating citizens of pro-
vincial capital Lahore, the 
Punjab government has 
launched an online driv-
ing licence facility in 
Gujranwala.

The Traffic Police Punjab 
launched an easy process 
to issue driving licences 
through a digital system in 
Gujranwala to facilitate 
citizens. The newly-
launched facility has ena-
bled the citizens to avoid 
queues for driving licences 
and waiting for hours for 
submitting their medical 
certificates and other rele-
vant documents.

The digital driving 
licencing system was 
launched in an inaugura-
tion ceremony which was 

attended by RPO Riaz 
Nazeer Gara, Deputy 
Commissioner Sohail 
Ashraf and CPO Sarfraz 
Ahmad Falki.

While talking to journal-
ists, the senior officers 
praised the provincial 
authorities for establishing 
an online driving licencing 
centre to provide easy 
access to the Gujranwala 
citizens for getting their 
driving licences which 
would also help locals to 
comply with the traffic reg-
ulations.

Earlier in June last year, 
the Punjab government 
had introduced a paperless 
driving licence issuance 
system for its citizens for 
the first time in Pakistan.

The first-ever project of 
‘Paperless Driving Licence 
Issuing System’ was initi-

News Desk

BEIJING: Pakistan-China 
cooperation program on cot-
ton improvement is under-
way, China Economic Net 
(CEN) reported on Tuesday.

“While Pakistan is still 
struggling to cope with the 
problems of insect pests, 
diseases, fiber quality and 
yield in the cotton industry, 
China has already made a 
significant breakthrough to 
overcome these problems 
long ago, said agriculture 
scientist Muhammad Shahid 
Iqbal.

Shahid is currently work-
ing as a Ph.D. scholar on the 
program initiated by Cotton 
Research Institute (CRI), 
Chinese Academy of 
Agricultural Sciences 
(CAAS) in collaboration 
with Cotton Research 

Institute Multan, Ayub Agri 
cultural Research Institute, 
and several Pakistani agri-
culture universities.

He is part of the Pakistan-
China joint research pro-
gram aimed at cotton 
improvement especially for 
fiber quality and yield, 
which is beneficial to both 
countries.

Since the last few years, 
especially with the introduc-
tion of CPEC, China and 
Pakistan have developed 
many collaborative activities 
and joint projects in the agri-
cultural sector where the sci-
entific staff of both coun-
tries can work together. 

“It’s beneficial for both 
sides because the geological 
proximity and similar 
weather conditions in some 
parts of the countries mean 
more convenience and effi-

ciency in conducting field 
experiments,” Shahid said.

Pakistan has seen a lower 
production of cotton for the 
past several years because of 
frequent extreme weathers, 
the scourge of insect pests, 
and insufficient technologi-
cal investment in the cotton 
industry. 

“So the objective of the 
program I’m working on is 
to crossbreed a new variety 
of cotton that may have bet-
ter performance for yield, 
quality, and resistance 
across diverse environ-
ments,” Shahid said in an 
interview with CEN.

For textile usage, there are 
three major types of cotton 
in a broad sense. They 
include: Egyptian cotton (G. 
barbadense), known as 
extra-long staple cotton, is 
highly sensitive to environ-

ment and mostly cultivated 
in Egypt and a few other 
areas

American upland cotton 
(G. hirsutum), making up 
about 90 percent of the 
world’s cotton crop, is com-
prised of relatively shorter 
fibers and widely used in a 
variety of consumer prod-
ucts where manufacturers 
are looking for quality and 
purity in an all-natural fiber.

Asiatic Cotton (G. 
arboreum), existed since 
prehistory and have been 
under cultivation mostly in 
China, India, and Pakistan, 
has a lot of good qualities 
including resistance to dis-
eases and tolerance to 
extreme weathers but has 
coarse fiber and very low 
yield. There are also lan-
draces that have grown hun-
dreds of years to adapt to 

local conditions. For exam-
ple, Pakistan’s Asiatic 
Cotton has evolved with the 
quality of high resistance to 
heat, drought, saline-alkali, 
and Cotton Leaf Curl Virus 
(CLCV), while China’s land 
cotton takes an edge in yield, 
quality, and precocity.

“Based on previous stud-
ies and extensive research 
activities a huge diversity 
has been found in germ-
plasm collection from China 
and Pakistan, which can 
possibly be used for the 
development of varieties 
with a blend of characters to 
get highly acceptable cotton 
for the fiber sector of both 
countries. 

So a program has been ini-
tiated by our group to cross 
varieties from China and 
Pakistan for Asian cotton as 
well as American Cotton,” 

Pakistan-China cooperation 
program on cotton improvement 

underway

Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: Forced labor” in Xinjiang is the biggest lie 
of the century made by persons and agencies in some 
Western countries including the United States, with 
an aim to restrict and suppress the relevant Chinese 
authorities and companies and contain China’s 
development. 

This was stated here by the spokesperson of the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry Zhao Lijian at a news 
briefing.

He was commenting on the report that US will now 
bar entry of all cotton products and tomatoes from 
China’s Xinjiang region. 

China is firmly opposed to this, he said adding, “ 
the United States both creates lies and takes egre-
gious actions based on its lies to violate international 
trade rules and principles of market economy, under-
mine global industrial and value chains, and damage 
the interests of companies and consumers all over the 
world including those in the United States, bringing 
no good to anyone.

It is despicable that the issue of “forced labor” in 
the United States has been reported from time to 
time. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, after the out-
break of COVID-19, some women prisoners in the 
United States were forced to work overtime to pro-
duce masks at the risk of contracting the virus. 

They worked up to 12 hours a day, but they were 
unable to wear one. In the United States hundreds of 
thousands of innocent people died of COVID-19, peo-
ple like George Floyd cannot even breathe freely. 

Why on earth do some U.S. politicians think they 
can lecture China on its Xinjiang policy while their 
country cannot even guarantee the citizens’ most 
basic rights to health and security?

Xinjiang affairs are China’s internal affairs that no 
other country has the right or privilege to interfere 
with. 

The United States should respect basic facts, imme-
diately withdraw its erroneous decision and stop 
interfering in China’s internal affairs while taking 
Xinjiang as an excuse. 

China will take all essential measures to uphold 
national interests and dignity, and safeguard sover-
eignty, security and development interests.”

Forced labor” in Xinjiang 
is the biggest lie: 

Spokesperson

Pakistan, China 
Universities to build 

Center of Excellence in 
Mineral Resources

News Desk

BEIJING: The Center of 
Excellence in Mineral 
Resources Engineering 
is going to be jointly 
built by China Univer 
sity of Mining and Tec 
hnology (CUMT) and 
Pakistan-Austria Fach 
hochschule: Instit ute of 
Applied Sciences & Tec 
hnology (PAF-IAST). 

In this connection, 
the two universities 
held an online agrement 
signing ceremony, Chi 
na Economic Net (CEN) 
reported on Friday.

“The signing of this 
agreement is not only 
the first major interna-
tional event of CUMT in 
2021, but also a tribute to 
the 70th anniversary of 
the establishment of 
China-Pakist an diplo-
matic relations.  We 
believe the Center will 
provide strong talent 

and scientific support 
for the development of 
PAF-IAST, Ch ina-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and Belt & Road 
Initiative (BRI),” CUMT 
Presid ent Song Xuefeng 
addre ssed the ceren-
omy.CUMT President 
Song Xuefeng is signing 
the agreement on the 
Center of Excelle nce in 
Mineral Resour ces 
Engineering. [Photo/
Zhang Chi]

Since 2018, the two 
universities have held 
rounds of consultations 
on the Center’s estab-
lishment. Focu sing on 
mineral resour ces engi-
neering, the Center will 
launch varied coopera-
tion in talent cultiva-
tion, scientific and tech-
nological research and 
development, and tech-
nology transformation. 
Specifi cally, the two 
universities will carry 

out joint master’s degree 
and PhD program of 
mining engineering as 
well as mineral process-
ing engineering in the 
future.

“Mineral resource 
cooperation is one of the 
top priorities identified 
by Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. 
We sincerely hope to 
cooperate with CUMT 
in teaching and scien-
tific research related to 
this area. We look for-
ward to resuming exch 
ange visits as soon as 
possible after the COV 
ID-19 pandemic,” said 
Prof. Atta-ur Rahman, 
Chai rman of Prime 
Mini ster Imran Khan’s 
Task Force on Science 
and Technology at the 
ceremony. It may be 
mentioned here that 
PAF-IAST was inaugu-
rated by Imran Khan 
on September 17, 2020.. 

Corruption mafia in Sindh 
also devouring funds of 

heart patients: Haleem Adil
News Desk

KARACHI: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Vice 
President and parliamen-
tary party leader in Sindh 
Haleem Adil Awan has 
said that the corruption 
mafia of Sindh is now even 
devouring the funds of 
heart patients, which is 
evident from the mega cor-
ruption and poor state of 
affairs of the National 
Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases (NICVD) Karachi. 

Talking to media outside 
the Sindh Assembly here 
on Tuesday, he said Chair 
man Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) Bilawal Zard 
ari delivers fierce speeches 
during the sit-ins of Pakis 
tan Democratic Movement 
(PDM); however, the gov-
ernment of his party in 
Sindh is even doing corrup-
tion in the funds of heart 
patients. He said that when 
the Sindh government is 
asked about its achieve-

ments, they quote the 
NICVD, which is fact has 
become a den of corruption 
and mismanagement. 

Haleem Adil said the 
PPP government is involved 
in corruption through fake 
bank accounts, money laun-
dering and fake appoint-
ments in Sindh education 
department. He said they 
are also involved in corrup-
tion in the departments of 
health, local government 
and revenue. He said the 
lands of forest department 
were encroached upon. 

He said, there is corrup-
tion of Rs3 trillion in pen-
sion funds. The other exam-
ples of corruption include 
airplane commission case, 
Zardari tractor corruption 
scheme and corruption in 
water management and 
irrigation. He said the 
looted taxpayers’ money is 
hidden in Swiss bank 
accounts and purchase of 
properties like Park Lane. 
He said there is corruption.

Asad Umar 
inaugurates 

NADRA 
office in 
Ubauro

INP NEWS

GHOTKI: Federal Minister 
for Planning and Dev elop-
ment Asad Umar on Friday 
inaugurated National 
Database & Registration 
Authority (NADRA) regis-
tration centre in Ubauro in 
district Ghotki, Sindh.

Asad Umar said that the 
people of the area 
demanded NADRA regis-
tration centre in November 
last year, their demand has 
been met. “PTI believes in 
serving  masses.”

Establishment of 
NADRA office in Ubauro 
shows the vision of ‘Do ni 
Ek Pakistan’. The minister 
lauded the role of the 
NADRA chairman in estab 
lishing the NADRA regis-
tration centre. The minis-
ter was briefed by the offi-
cials about the facilities to 
be provided to the masses.

Govt urged to give relief 
to carpet industry in sea, 

air freight to boost exports
News Desk

LAHORE: Senior Vice Chairman, Pakistan Carpet 
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (PCMEA) 
Riaz Ahmed Tuesday urged the government to give car-
pet industry a special relief both for sea and air freight so 
that volume of exports would be increased.

These views were expressed him in a Circle Committee 
Meeting of PCMEA held at Association’s Office here on 
Tuesday to discuss the issues faced by the carpet indus-
try.

The participants of meeting including Azeem Butt, 
Mian Attiq-ur-Rehman, Anwar Mahmood, Ali Asghar 
Chawla, Daniyaal Hanif, Faisal Saeed Khan, Muhammad 
Ali Iftikhar and Ali Manzoor Malik shared their views 
and presented different suggestions to resolve the issues 
being faced by carpet industry. 

Speaking on the occasion, Riaz Ahmed said that Trade 
Development Authority Pakistan (TDAP) should sup-
port carpet exporters through bearing 80 percent of 
expenditures of participation in international exhibi-
tions while on the other hand, exporters would spend 
only twenty percent of the total expenditures.  

He also informed the participants that TDAP recently 
offered them Netherlands as potential country for their 
carpet industry and if any member is willing PCMEA 
can further proceed with TDAP in this regard. 

The SVP PCMEA said due to Covid-19 physical exhibi-
tion is not workable as Domotex Hannover has cancelled 
2021 exhibition and announced their 2022 exhibition will 
be digital means virtual exhibition. 

Riaz Ahmed also requested the members to share 
their views for single country exhibition as well as 
revival of carpet industry.

45 more patients 
succumbed to 
coronavirus in 

Pakistan
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan reported 2,417 new coronavirus 
cases in the past 24 hours (Thursday), the latest data from 
the National Command and Control (NCOC) shows.

There were 45 more causalities related to the deadly 
disease as death toll due to coronavirus has reached 
10,863 that represents a ratio of 2.1%.

According to the latest figures, 2,417 new coronavirus 
cases emerged in the last 24 hours after conducting 40,359 
tests. It takes the total cases tally to 514,338 that returned 
positive after conducting 7,243,650 total tests so far.

The number of active cases in the country reached 
33,869 with 2,294 patients in critical condition.

There are 55percent patients on ventilators in 
Bahawalpur, 49% in Multan, 34percent in Lahore and 
31percent in Islamabad.

There were 2,072 more recoveries recorded in the last 
24 hours as the number of total recovered cases reached 
469,306 with a 91.2% recovery rate.

Punjab, the most populous province of the country, has 
reported 661 new cases in last 24 hours taking the provin-
cial tally to 147,953 with 10,814 active cases. The province 
reported 22 new virus-related death as the death toll 
reached 4,370. With 944 new recoveries, 132,769 patients 
have recovered from the virus in Punjab so far.

The most affected province Sindh has once again 
recorded 1,235 new cases during the last 24 hours taking 
the provincial tally to 231,953 with 17,424 active cases. 
The province reported 11 new deaths as the death toll 
reached 3,755. With 647 new recoveries, 210,774 patients 
have recovered from the virus in the province so far.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has recorded 342 new cases 
during the last 24 hours taking the tally to 62,719 with 
3,420 active cases. The province reported 10 new virus-
related deaths as the death toll reached 1,762. With 224 
new recoveries, 57,537 patients have recovered from the 
virus in the province so far.

Balochistan has recorded another 27 new cases during 
the last 24 hours taking the tally to 18,515 with 305 active 
cases. The province reported one new virus-related 
death as the death toll reaches at 189. With 19 new recov-
eries, 18,021 patients have recovered from the virus in 
the province so far.

Islamabad has recorded 125 new cases during the last 
24 hours taking the tally to 39,749 with 1,867 active cases. 
No new deaths was reported in the Federal Capital as the 
virus death toll remains at 449. With 213 new recoveries, 
the number of recovered patients is 37,413 in the federal 
capital so far.
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China firmly rejects U.S. 
Secretary of State 

Pompeo’s allegations
INP NEWS

BEIJING: A spokesperson of Chinese Foreign Ministry 
Hua Chunying vehemently rejected U.S. Secretary 
of State Pompeo’s anti-China stance on various 
issues.

Here at a news briefing, Hua Chunying said this 
top U.S. diplomat who prides himself on “lying, 
cheating and stealing” is determined to explore 
every corner of his “Lying Diplomacy”. What an 
extraordinary show of “Last-day Madness”. 

Her attention was drawn towards a media’s report, 
according to which Pompeo posted dozens of tweets 
yesterday, recounting his “legacy” on China-related 
issues over the years and launching a full-on bar-
rage at China over Xinjiang, human rights, COVID-
19, and its political system. 

The spokesperson added,  “ the political viruses 
and lies he created and spread, China has laid them 
bare with solid facts. 

His anti-China show finds no audience and wins 
no hearts. Pompeo’s “Lying Diplomacy” has not 
only bankrupted his own reputation but also ren-
dered irreversible damage to the national image and 
interests of the United States. 

History will not fail us in delivering a just verdict 
on this person.

The so-called “legacy” he brags about is the very 
evidence to prove his guilt in meddling in China’s 
domestic affairs, undermining China-U.S. relations 
and damaging the American interests for his selfish 
gains. 

This is clear for all to see. There have been many 
media commentaries on this. For example, as an 
American opinion piece pointed out, “Mike Pompeo 
has been engaged in an unseemly campaign of 
grandstanding on his way out of office, littering his 
official Twitter account with political slogans and 
boasts of his accomplishments. 

Now, his self-serving theatrics are threatening to 
turn lethal.” He was also fiercely criticized this week 
by the editorial page of his home state Kansas which 
said his tenure had resulted in the world seeing the 
United States “with a mixture of sorrow, anger and 
pity.” 

“America will be better when he leaves office”. 
Media in other countries, like Bangkok Post also 
commented that “when defeated armies are retreat-
ing, they always lay mines behind them if they have 
time. 

That’s what Mike Pompeo has been doing”. As 
aptly pointed out by some U.S. media, Pompeo is leav-
ing no bridges unburned. His real purpose as well as 
the consequences couldn’t be clearer”.

ECP says fully aware 
of its constitutional

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) on Tuesday while responding to a protest demo 
organised by the PDM outside its office said that the 
election body was fully aware of its constitutional 
responsibilities.

“We are committed to fulfilling our responsibilities 
without succumbing to any pressures,” the ECP said in 
a handout issued today as opposition parties gather 
outside its Islamabad office to protest against a delay in 
the investigations of the foreign funding case against 
the ruling party.

It said that the election commission is ready to hold 
free and fair polls at any time.

The election commission further rejected the allega-
tions of slow progress in the foreign funding case and 
said that it had made considerable progress in the case.

“We have further directed the scrutiny committee to 
hold its proceedings into the case thrice in a week,” the 
handout read.

It is pertinent to mention here that the leaders and 
the workers of opposition parties united under the ban-
ner of the Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) gath-
ered outside the Election Commission Office (ECP) to 
record their protest against the delay in the foreign fund-
ing case.

Senate Election: 
List of PTI 
candidates 
from Sindh 
sent to PM 

Imran
News Desk

KARACHI: A list of possi-
ble Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) candidates 
from Sindh for the upcom-
ing Senate elections has 
been sent to Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.

As per details, Governor 
Sindh in a meeting with 
PM Imran Khan forwarded 
six names which include 
Hafeez Shaikh, Hunaid 
Lakhani, Mehmood Molvi, 
Ashraf Qureshi, Sammar 
Ali Khan and Saifullah 
Abro.

Hafeez Shaikh is favorite 
on seat of technocrat while 
Hunaid Lakhani and 
Mehmood Molvi are 
favorite on general seat.

On the other hand, PTI 
Sindh chapter has claimed 
to develop a software for 
detecting horse-trading 
during the forthcoming 
Senate elections.

PTI Sindh leader Firdous 
Shamim Naqvi claimed 
that different voting pat-
terns will be issued to all 
MPAs during Senate elec-
tions. He said that the soft-
ware has the capability to 
detect the violation of the 
voting pattern by lawmak-
ers.

The senior leader 
announced that the soft-
ware has been developed 
and a demonstration will 
be made by the party soon. 

PTI Sindh leader Firdous 
Shamim Naqvi claimed 
that different voting pat-
terns will be issued to all 
MPAs during Senate elec-
tions. He said that the soft-
ware has the capability to 
detect the violation of the 
voting pattern by lawmak-
ers. The senior leader 
announced that the soft-
ware has been developed 
and a demonstration will 
be made by the party soon. 

QUETTA: Members of BCCI posing for a photograph after awareness session about digital banking in 
Quetta: Photo taken from social media

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on Tuesday chaired 
a meeting on the coronavirus 
situation in Pakistan and pro-
curement of Covid-19 vaccines.

The cabinet committee, formed 
on the procurement of Covid-19 
vaccines, briefed the prime min-
ister about the recently approved 
Covid vaccines in the country.

The committee briefed the 
meeting that the Drug Regula 
tory Authority of Pakistan (DR 
AP) had approved two Covid-19 
vaccines – China’s Sinopharm 
and Oxford-AstraZeneca Covid-
19 vaccine for emergency use in 

Pakistan.
 The committee told PM Khan 

that steps are being taken to pro-
cure doses of two approved 
Covid vaccines as soon as possi-
ble.

Read More: Pakistan permits 
use of British COVID-19 vaccine: 
sources

Coronavirus vaccines will be 
available in the country by the 
first quarter of the ongoing year, 
PM told. Speaking on the occa-
sion, PM Imran directed the com-
mittee to accelerate measures for 
the early provision of two corona-
virus vaccines recently approved 
by DRAP. The meeting was 
attended by NCOC head Asad 

Umar, SAPM on Health, Dr 
Faisal Sultan, Federal Minister 
for Industries Hammad Azhar 

and SAPM on Social Protection 
and Poverty Alleviation Dr 
Sania Nishtar.

PM directs to accelerate 
measures for Covid-19 

vaccine roll out

SHC directs NAB to 
complete inquiry against 

Sharjeel Memon till Feb 23
INP NEWS

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC) on Tuesday 
directed National Accountability Bureau (NAB) to com-
plete its inquiry against Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
leader Sharjeel Memon till February 23.

During the hearing, the SHC bench asked about the 
status of the inquiry against the PPP leader.

The NAB prosecutor told the court that they are inves-
tigating against Memon in the illegal appointments 
made in the Sindh Information department and added 
that more time is required in its completion.

The court after extending the bail of Sharjeel Memon 
in the case and directed the NAB to complete its inquiry 
till February 23 and summoned a progress report.

Sharjeel Memon accused of hiring people illegally 
while serving as the Sindh information minister.

Sharjeel Memon has been accused of owning more 
assets than his sources of income. NAB has filed a Rs2.2 
billion corruption reference against him.

His wife and mother have been named in the case too.
NAB has also accused him of embezzling the Rs5.7 bil-

lion the information ministry paid to advertising agen-
cies for awareness campaigns between 2013 and 2015. He 
was serving as Sindh’s information minister at the time.

News Desk

LAHORE): The National 
Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) on Tuesday revealed 
that it has seized all prop-
erties of former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif in 
Pakistan in the illegal plot 
allotment case which also 
involves Jang/Geo Editor-
in-Chief Mir Shakilur 
Rehman.

The anti-graft body’s 
investigation officer, Abid 
Hussain, informed the 
court that earlier orders 
have been executed in the 
case and the property has 
been seized. 

The court also fixed 
January 28 for Rehman’s 
indictment and sum-
moned co-accused former 

Lahore Development 
Authority (LDA) director-
general Humayun Faiz 
Rasool at the next hearing.

The court had found 
Rehman, Nawaz, Rasool 
and another co-accused 
Bashir Ahmed guilty.

According to the anti-
corruption watchdog, 
Rehman had illegally 
acquired 54 plots, each 
measuring one kanal, at 
Canal Bank in H-Block of 
Lahore’s Johar Town in 
1986 in connivance with 
then Punjab chief minister 
Nawaz Sharif.

Under the LDA rules, 
the exemption could be 
granted for 15 plots only. 
However, 54 plots were 
exempted in a single block 
on Nawaz’s approval.

Broadsheet 
revelations 

proved 
Nawaz lied 

to Parliament, 
SC and 
nation: 
Umar

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Planning and 
Development Asad Umar 
on Tuesday said that 
Broadsheet revelations 
have proved that former 
prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif lied to the 
Parliament, Supreme court 
and the nation. 

Umar in his tweet said: 
“With the broadsheet 
award details now public 
in which it is stated clearly 
by the arbitrator that Sharif 
family owned the 
Avenfield apartments as 
far back as 2000 at least, it 
is conclusively established 
that Nawaz Sharif lied to 
the Parliament, the 
Supreme court & the 
nation.”

On Monday, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan had 
formed a five-member 
inter-ministerial commit-
tee over the Broadsheet 
saga and directed his team 
to present the entire case 
before the masses.

The committee would 
include Fawad Chaudhry, 
Shireen Mazari, Babar 
Awan and Shehzad Akbar.

On Monday, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan had 
formed a five-member 
inter-ministerial commit-
tee over the Broadsheet 
saga and directed his team 
to present the entire case 
before the masses.

Illegal land allotment case: 
NAB seizes properties of 
Nawaz Sharif in Pakistan

Pakistan Post to 
capture major chunk 

of e-commerce 
deliveries

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: New initiative of e-commerce by Pakistan 
Post would turn the department into a profitable organi-
zation through capturing major chunk of this innovative 
domain.

Ministry of Communications and Postal Services, 
headed by Murad Saeed had introduced some new ini-
tiatives in view of the growing e-commerce market in 
the country to further strengthen the financial services 
of the department and meet the modern needs of its cus-
tomers, an official of Pakistan Post told APP on Tuesday.

“Pakistan Post is providing e-commerce facility with 
different options including delivery partner, sale 
through postal counter, collect and return service and 
co-branded partner”, he said.

He said that Pakistan Post also offered cost-effective 
Cash on Delivery (COD) at regular and subsidized bulk 
user rates to delivery partners.

He said that Pakistan Post also intended to offer col-
laboration with interested e-commerce partners, 
through selling their products using postal counters, by 
providing brochures or using tabloids for order place-
ment on online Pakistan Post Shop.

He said that the department was also offering collect 
and return services for the exchange and return of arti-
cles through poster counters.

“Co-branded partner allow displaying partner prod-
ucts on Pak Post Shop with specific or customized prod-
ucts for online Pak Post Shop for sale” he added.

AC decides to indict 
Farzana Raja, others 
in BISP corruption 

reference

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: An account-
ability court in Islamabad 
on Tuesday decided to 
indict ex-chairperson of 
Benazir Income Support 
Programme, Farzana 
Raja, and other accused 
in the corruption refer-
ence over alleged embez-
zlement of funds.

The accountability 
court issued directives to 
all accused including ex-
BISP chairperson Farzana 
Raja to appear in the 
hearing for indictment on 
February 15. 

Farzana Raja and other 
accused are facing 
charges of Rs540 million 
corruption in BISP funds.

During  hearing, the 
National Accountability 
Court (NAB) provided 
the death certificate of an 
accused, Khurrum 
Humayun, to the account-
ability court. Two accused 
including Iffat Zehra and 
Shoaib Khan have been 
declared proclaimed 
offenders.

The court issued per-
petual warrants of arrest 
for both Iffat Zehra from 
a private company and 
BISP former director 

Shoaib Khan besides 
ordering to confiscate 
their properties and 
block national identity 
cards.

Later, the court 
adjourned the hearing till 
February 15.

National Accoun tabil-
ity Bureau (NAB) 
Rawalpindi bureau had 
filed a reference against 
former chairperson BISP 
Farzana Raja and other 
accused over alleged cor-
ruption in Benazir 
Income Support Progr 
amme (BISP) in March 
last year. The reference 
comprised of 32 volumes 
has been sent to the 
Registrar Office for scru-
tiny, in which overall 19 
persons have been made 
the party.

The executive board 
meeting chaired by NAB 
chairman Justice (retd) 
Javed Iqbal had approved 
the reference for granting 
advertisement campaign 
contract to four advertis-
ing agencies contrary to 
Public Procurement 
Regulatory Authority 
(PPRA) rules, which alleg-
edly inflicted Rs 1.46 bil-
lion losses to the national 
exchequer.

PDM protests in front of 
ECP over delay in foreign 
funding case against PTI

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The anti-
government coalition 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) stag 
ed a protest in front of 
the Election Comm 
ission of Pakistan (ECP) 
office in Islamabad on 
Tuesday, Dunya News 
reported.

The PDM president 
and Jamiat Ulema-i-
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
had announc ed the pro-
test on Monday in front 
of the ECP against the 
delay in PTI foreign 
funding case. Fazlur 
Rehman said that an 
opposition delegation 
will present a memorial 
draft prepared by 
Zafarullah Khan to the 

Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) 
ECP.

Earlier, addressing a 
press conference with 
Maryam Nawaz after a 
PDM steering commit-
tee meeting in 
Islamabad, Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman has 
termed the foreign fund-
ing case as the ‘biggest 
scandal in the history of 
the country’ and said 
that Imran Khan had 
created political instabil-
ity by taking “Mother of 
NROs”.

He said that the meet-
ing discussed the strat-
egy of PDM’s protest 
before the Election 
Commission. “On 
Tuesday, the PDM lead-
ership will stage a mas-
sive protest in front of 

the Election Commission 
of Pakistan”, he added.

Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman alleged that 
Imran Khan was the 
main accused in the for-
eign funding case in 
which private business 
was done through a 
secret account. He said 
that PDM will protest in 
front of the ECP office 
and demand an early 
verdict as the delay is 
raising suspicions.

Informing about the 
decisions taken by the 
PDM steering commit-
tee, he said that on 
January 21, there will be 
a million march reject-
ing Israel followed by a 
rally in solidarity with 
Kashmiris on February 
5 at Liaquat Bagh, 
Rawalpindi..

Digital banking the easiest 
way for taxes submission: 

SBP managers
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Managers of 
the State Bank of 
Pakistan have termed 
digital banking as the 
easiest way for the sub-
mission of taxes. The 
business community 
must use digital bank-
ing to ensure timely 
submission of taxes, 
assistant chief manager 
of SBP Sohaib Qadir 
said.

The SBP officials 
organized a one-day 
awareness session 
regarding the impor-
tance of digital banking 
for the members of 
Balochistan Chambers 

of Commerce and 
Industries (BCCI). SBP 
officers Muhammad 
Younas and 
Hidayatullah also par-
ticipated in the aware-
ness session.

Schemes introduced 
to facilitate business 
community

“New schemes intro-
duced by SBP to facili-
tate the business com-
munity”, Sohabi Qadir 
mentioned. He said the 
business community 
should ensure maxi-
mum use of informa-
tion technology and 
digital bank.

“This will ensure 
timely submission of all 

their bills and taxes”, 
the SBP officer noted. 
He said earlier the busi-
ness community was 
facing difficulty in sub-
mission of customs 
duty now things have 
changed. “Very easily 
custom duty can ben 
paid through the digital 
bank at FBR“, he added.

The SBP managers 
assured that all griev-
ances of the business 
community would be 
addressed on a priority 
basis. Our inspection 
teams would pay sur-
prise visits of banks to 
make sure implementa-
tion of SBP orders, they 
assured.


