
Vol. IV, No. 209 Saturday, 16 January, 2021  email address: quettavoice712@gmail.com Editor:  Asim Khan  Price Rs. 5

Monitoring Desk/News 
Agencies

LAHORE, Jan 15 (APP): Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on Friday 
directed the Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Punjab Inam 
Ghani to utilize all resources 
to protect the lives and prop-
erty of citizens.
Chairing a meeting on reforms 
and performance of the Punjab 
Police here, the prime minister 
stressed the use of modern 
technology to control crimes.
Imran Khan emphasized on 
resolving the problems of citi-

zens on merit and taking strict 
action against officials creat-
ing hurdles in the way to jus-
tice.
He regretted that political 
appointments were made in 
the police during the previous 
regimes, which adversely 
impacted the performance of 
the department.
He said no one was above the 
law and asked the police per-
sonnel to not to succumb to 
any political influence or pres-
sure.
He said the treatment of police 
on the basis of equality and 

law would lead to satisfaction 
of citizens and asked the IGP 
Punjab to focus on improving 
the image of his department.
The prime minister said 
appointing honest officials at 
important positions had its 
impact from top to the grass-
roots level, and called for post-
ings and transfers on the basis 
of merit only to ensure dispen-
sation of justice.
He said nabbing big criminals 
gave a warning to little offend-
ers to refrain from indulging in 
crimes.
IGP Inam Ghani briefed the 

prime minister about the pro-
gress on reforms related to the 
Punjab Police and informed 
him that proposals on finan-
cial autonomy of police sta-
tions and mechanism on recon-
ciliatory council had been pre-
sented to the chief minister.
The prime minister expressed 
satisfaction over the perfor-
mance of Punjab chief secre-
tary and IGP.
Punjab Chief Minister Sardar 
Usman Buzdar and PM’s 
Special Assistant Shahzad 
Akbar were present in the 
meeting.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi has 
said the recent state-
ments of United 
Kingdom (UK) law-
makers about grave 
situation in Indian 
occupied Kashmir is a 
manifestation that 
Kashmir is not an 
internal matter of India 
but an international 
dispute.

In a statement on 
Friday, he said the 
remarks of UK law-
makers have once 
again exposed the real 
face of the Indian gov-
ernment. He said it is 
endorsement of 
Pakistan’s narrative on 
Kashmir dispute and 
foreign policy success, 
reported Radio 
Pakistan

Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said the situa-
tion in occupied terri-
tory is very terrible as 
people are subjected to 
brutal oppression. 
Thousands of innocent 
people are in jails with-

out any legal trial.
FM Qureshi said 

international media 
and independent mon-
itors should be allowed 
to visit the occupied 
territory to assess the 
ground reality.

He expressed hope 
that a similar voice in 
favor of Kashmiri peo-
ple will be raised in the 
US Congress after the 
new government 
under Biden leadership 
assumes its responsi-
bility next week.

He appealed to par-
liamentarians from 
UK, USA and the 
European parliament 
to visit the occupied 
territory and analyze 
the situation there 
independently.

Commenting on the 
situation in 
Afghanistan, Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi 
said Pakistan has 
always played a concil-
iatory role to facilitate 
the Afghan peace pro-
cess. He said India is 
playing the role of a 
spoiler and using 
Afghan territory 

Law will come into force if 
opposition disturbs peace 
while protesting: Sh. Rashid LAHORE: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs meeting on Police Reforms in Punjab. PID PHOTO

Govt again increases 
prices of petroleum 

products
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government has jacked up 
prices of petrol, diesel and 
other products following 
the approval of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan.

Earlier, the Oil and Gas 
Regulatory Authority 
(OGRA) forwarded a sum-
mary to hike petrol price 
up to Rs13 per litre and 
Rs11 on the diesel.

The premier approved 
Rs3.20 per litre increase on 

petrol and Rs2.95 per litre 
on diesel. The price of ker-
osene oil is increased up to 
Rs3 per litre; the rate of 
light diesel was jacked up 
to Rs4.42.

The new prices will be 
taken into effect from 
January 16 on Friday mid-
night. It is the second 
increase in the prices of 
petroleum products within 
a month. The increase had 
been made in petroleum 
products for 15 days start-
ing from January 1 – 2021. 

KP passes 
bill to 

protect 
women 
against 

domestic 
violence

News Desk

PESHAWAR: The Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Assem 
bly on Friday passed a bill 
to protect women against 
domestic violence.

As per the bill, the viola-
tor will be slapped with 
five years imprisonment, 
while financial, mental 
pressure will fall under the 
torture over women. Furth 
ermore, District Protection 
Committees would be 
formed to ensure the pro-
tection of the women.

The committees will be 
bound to provide help to 
the victim of domestic vio-
lence. It has been also rec-
ommended to build a hel-
pline for the report of the 
torture cases.

The plea against the tor-
ture would be filed in the 
court within 15 days and 
the courts would be bound 
to announce the verdict on 
the cases within 60 days, 
the bill reads. It is pertinent 
to mention here that, a 
minor housemaid was beat 
en up badly over a fight bet 
ween children in the Eden 
Valley area of Faisalabad on 
December 5, last year. Accor 
ding to police, an 11-year-
old domestic help er was 
beaten up by a woman.

PM directs IGP Punjab to 
use modern tech to control 

crimes

UK lawmakers’ 
remarks exposed 
real face of Indian 
govt: FM Qureshi

Pakistan to 
launch its own 
WhatsApp-like 

app by June 
2021

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
has planned to launch its 
own WhatsApp-like mes-
saging app, Smart Office, 
by June 2021 which will 
include all modern com-
munication features besid 
es announcing to expedite 
work on finalising Personal 
Data Protection Bill.

After the recent security 
concerns raised by global 
users and masses in Pakis 
tan over WhatsApp new 
privacy policy, Federal 
Minister for Information 
Technology (IT) and Telec 
om Aminul Haque said 
that ‘Smart Office’ app will 
be launched by the Pakis 
tani government by June 
2021.

He said in a statement 
that the federal cabinet 
issued orders to develop an 
app like WhatsApp for gov 
ernment employees. Haq 
ue added that it is now nec-
essary to expedite work on 
the Personal Data Prote 
ction Bill. The federal min-
ister said that the govern-
ment is fully aware of con-
cerns of WhatsApp users 
over its policy update and 
privacy rights of the users 
could not be violated. He 
also expressed serious con-
cerns over the Facebook-
owned WhatsApp’s move.

Quetta: Trackers System 
to be installed in 316 

Karachi coaches
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The Balochistan 
government has decided 
to install a tackers system 
in Quetta-Karachi passen-
ger coaches to check over-
speeding and reckless driv 
ing. The decision made at a 
meeting chaired by the 
Chief Minister Balochi 
stan, Jam Kamal Khan on 
Friday. Tracker system 
would be installed in 316 
passenger coaches.

Chief Secretary Balochi 
stan, Fazeel Asghar, 
Additional Chief Secretary 
(Development), Saboor 
Kakar, Secretary Transp 
ort Bashir Ahmed Bangu 
lzai, and other high ups 
participated in the meet-
ing. Secretary transport 
briefed the meeting 
about increasing inci-
dents of traffic accidents 
and the issue of over-
speeding and reckless 
driving on Quetta-
Karachi highway.

The installation of 
tracker devices in pas-
senger buses would 
ensure timely reporting 
of reckless driving and 
over-speeding on the 
Quetta-Karachi highway, 

the meeting observed. 
Deadly traffic accidents 
on the highway have 
become the order of the 
day.

Green bus scheme in 
Quetta

The provincial govern-
ment has also decided to 
launch a green bus 
scheme in Quetta to 
facilitate the masses. The 
city has been divided 
into two portions under 
the green bus project. 
The district administra-
tion of Quetta in this 
regard would set up bus 
terminals on two points 
at Joint Road and Airport 
Road.

From Serena hotel 
Chowk to Belili, 11 bus 
stop would be set up, 
Bashir Ahmed Bangulzai 
informed the meeting. He 

said the regional trans-
port authority would 
have control of the main-
tenance and operation of 
the project on the route. 
Initially, the service 
would be launched with 8 
buses, he mentioned.

Launching of green 
bus service in other cities 
of Balochistan also 
reviewed 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister 
said the launching of 
green bus service in other 
cities of Balochistan 
should also be reviewed. 
He said the project will 
help in the reduction of 
impacts of pollution and 
addressing the issue of 
traffic. Jam Kamal directed 
that in the first phase 2 
buses should be started for 
women in the city.

Grade 9 to 12 students 
to go to school from 

January 18
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Edu 
cation Minister said Friday 
that the educational insti-
tutes will be reopened for 
grade 9 to grade 12 from 
January 18 in the entire 
country.

Addressing the media 
after a meeting of federal 
and education ministers 
and health authorities with 
the NCOC, he said the 
schools for Grade 1 to 
Grade 18 students will now 
be reopened on February 1 
instead of January 25.

He said the higher edu-
cation institutes would 
also reopen as per the pre-
vious announcement on 
February 1.

The federal and provin-
cial education and health 
ministers attended the 
meeting of National 

Command and Operation 
Centre (NCOC) which was 
chaired by Planning 
Minister Asad Umar.

He said no student will 
be promoted this year 
without taking the exami-
nations and keeping this in 
view they have decided to 
re-open the educational 
institutes from grade 9 to 
grade 12 as they will have 
to sit in the examinations.

The federal minister 
said the education minis-
ters and health authorities 
would again meet before 
the reopening of the 
schools for grade 1 to grade 
8 students. He said they 
would decide the authori-
ties may opt to stick to 
online learning with chil-
dren getting homework 
from schools weekly in the 
cities where the positivity 
ratio is quite high.

News Desk

LAHORE: Federal Minister 
for Interior Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed has on Friday said 
the opposition’s protest 
will not be stopped how-
ever the law will come into 
force if peace is disturbed.

The federal minister 
held a press conference in 
Lahore and reiterated 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) leaders 
will not tender resigna-
tions, and will participate 
both in the by-elections 
and the Senate polls.

Sheikh Rashid said no 
one wants unrest in the 
country and PDM will be 
treated according to their 
own conduct. He urged all 
to respect the law and the 

constitution of the country.
The interior minister 

further added that Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazal (JUI-
F) President Fazal-ur-
Rehman wants to play a 
five-over game while 
Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) is playing a Test 
match.

Education Desk

QUETTA: The education sector in 
Balochistan portrays an abysmal pic-
ture when it comes to the quality of 
education. During the middle-level 
examination for the year 2019-20, only 
0.8 percent of students secured an A + 
grade across the province. Only 322 stu-
dents got A + grade out of a total of 
42,823 candidates in the middle-level 
examination, statistics of the 
Balochistan Assessment and 
Examination Commission (BAEC) 
revealed.

The documents showed 122 students 
got an A grade during the examination 
conducted in the province. In 9 districts 
including Barkhan, Harnai, Kachi, 
Kharan, Musakhail, Nushki, Sherani, 
Killa Abdullah and Sikandar Abad, no 
student achieved an A + grade.

Loralai residential college stood first
However, Balochistan’s Loralai dis-

trict stood first since 100 students from 
Residential College got A + grade. 
Similarly, Khuzdar Residential 
College’s 67 students got an A + grade. 
In District Zhob, 55 students obtained 
an A + grade and most of the students 
were from BRC.

The report further reveals that the 
majority of the students 25,291 passed 
the examination in D grade. The num-
ber of boys who appeared in the exam-
ination was 28,379. However, the num-
ber of girls students was 14,444. This 
means 66.3% of boys and 33.7 % of girls 
participated in the examination.

Examinations at this age are harass-
ing and demotivating for students: 
Ghulam Ali Baloch 

However, Ghulam Ali Baloch, the 
former Secretary of Education 

Balochistan says, “in better education 
systems of the world, examination at 
this age brackets are considered har-
assing and demotivating for students”. 
Students have to complete the mini-
mum education standards of 12 years 
under the National Education Policy 
and constitution without hurdles, he 
argued.

Most of the education budget is spent 
on salaries of teachers rather than pro-
motion and quality of education in 
Balochistan. Hitherto, no effective steps 
adopted to impart better training to 
teachers.

In Balochistan, most schools deprived 
of basic facilities. Secretary education 
Balochistan, Sher Khan Bazai revealed 
that 8,188 schools had no toilet facility. 
Lack of basic facilities also compounds 
the problems of students especially in 
far-flung areas of the province.

Balochistan education: 0.8% of students secured A+ grade in the middle examination

Summary seeking fuel 
price hike presented to 

PM Imran
News Desk

ISLAMABAD The sum-
mary of the Oil and Gas 
Regulatory Authority (OG 
RA) seeking fuel price hike 
has been presented to Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, 
sources said on Friday. 

Well-informed sources 
said that OGRA has recom-
mended an increase in the 
price of petrol up to Rs13 
per liter, while Rs11 on the 
diesel. The regulatory body 
has recommended a hike of 
Rs10 per litre in the price of 
kerosene. Prime Minister 
Imran Khan is holding con-
sultation with his economic 
team about the summary, 
sources said.

The final decision would 
be taken in a while, said 
sources within the Prime 
Minister House. It was fur-

ther learned that increase 
up to Rs6 to 7 is expected in 
the prices of petroleum 
products.

Earlier on Thursday, the 
Oil and Gas Regulatory 
Authority (OGRA) had refu 
ted reports of sending a 
summary to the petroleum 
division recommending a 
massive increase in fuel 
prices from January 16.

“Reports circulating on 
media regarding hike in 
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts are based on specula-
tion,” said a spokesperson 
of the OGRA. In order to 
provide relief to the mass 
es, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan last month had 
rejected the summary of 
Oil and Gas Regulatory 
Authority (OGRA) which 
proposed to hike prices of 
petroleum products by up 



Saturday January, 16, 2021 DAILY QUETTA VOICE Page# 02

Dr Muhammad Babar Chohan

Pakistan has the advantage of 
being a central point in the 
world’s geological history

The PM has recently 
announced the establishment of 
two new high altitude national 
parks in Gilgit-Baltistan. 
However, the geological history 
of the areas adjoining these 
parks and their hidden potential 
to aggrandise Pakistan’s eco-
nomic growth remain highly 
under-investigated. Economic 
growth is not necessarily created 
by fixed parameters of growth in 
developing countries. Rather, it 
needs to be sustainable based on 
demand-led policy advice and 
innovative ideas. In July 2020, the 
International Growth Centre 
published a book, A Little Book 
of Growth Ideas. It presents dif-
ferent ideas of economic growth 
construing diverse themes. In 
Pakistan’s context, ‘geological 
heritage’ is a main theme that 
could kick-start new vistas for 
economic growth.

Pakistan has the advantage of 
being a central point in the 
world’s geological history. The 
Kohistan terrane was an island 

arc like Japan before the Indian 
plate collided with the Eurasian 
plate around 50 million years 
(myr) ago. This precious geologi-
cal asset remains arcane so far. 
Similarly, the presence of perva-
sive marine fossils near Mianwali 
shows they were once part of an 
ancient sea. Acknowledging 
Pakistan’s crucial geotectonic 
significance, in 1995, the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology 
arranged a training course at the 
Institute of Geology, Punjab 
University, which I had the privi-
lege to attend. Supervised by 
Prof Jean-Pierre Burg and Dr 
David Spencer, the course high-
lighted how India, on the same 
plate as Madagascar some 115 
myr ago, rifted from Antarctica 
and Africa and drifted towards 
Eurasia. As far as Pakistan-
related post-collisional tectonics 
is concerned, one can trace 
Trans-Himalayan batholith 
showing complex suture splits 
into two didactic strands. One is 
the Main Mantle Thrust and 
other bounds the Kohistan ter-
rane. This split is itself a geologi-
cal anomaly. It shows that 
Kohistan terrane has a separate 
geological history to India or the 

Asian continental mass. If these 
factors are commercially high-
lighted, a large number of geolo-
gists and connoisseurs can be 
attracted from all over the world. 
The establishment of Kohistan 
National Geological Park, there-
fore, becomes a demand-led pol-
icy advice.

The Salt Range is another area 
of extraordinary geological sig-
nificance in Pakistan. A geologi-
cal appraisal from north to south 
of the suture zone to the fore-
land on the Punjab plains shows 
alluvial sediments called 
Siwaliks. Unusually deep 
thrusting has infiltrated far into 
the foreland basin to abruptly 
uplift the Salt Range. According 
to a Geological Survey of 
Pakistan report, the Salt Range is 
unique because it showcases a 
diverse variety of geological fea-
tures and paleontological 
remains. This hidden treasure 
needs to be formally organised 
by establishing the Salt Range 
National Geological Museum.

The Chaman fault zone is 
another area of geotectonic 
anomalies in Pakistan. It runs 
down much of the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border. This zone con-

sists of long fault strands linking 
the Himalayan ranges to a zone 
of oceanic ‘subduction’ in the 
Makran region. The geotectonic 
features of this area are poorly 
understood because of difficul-
ties in carrying out fieldwork. 
These justify the establishment 
of Makran National Geological 
Park as another demand-led pol-
icy advice.

In terms of economics, Pakistan 
has a comparative advantage in 
geological heritage. The same 
needs to be highlighted interna-
tionally. There are research funds 
available with international geo-
logical organisations and univer-
sities for research projects. These 
necessarily require fieldwork of 
the area which will boost the 
region’s economic activity and 
tourism and provide disparate 
data for mineral discoveries. The 
establishment of geological parks 
may transform Pakistan into an 
international geotectonic 
research center and act as a cata-
lyst for economic growth in the 
short and long run.

Like Opinion & Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on 
all our daily pieces.

Geological parks: a catalyst for economic growth

The poverty of contemporary America
Inam Ul Haque

There were cracks in the White 
House with Vice-president Pence 
falling out with President Trump

On Wednesday afternoon, 
January 6, 2021, something hap-
pened in Washington, DC, that 
was long in the making. The cra-
dle of model democracy, the US 
Congress was assaulted by the 
American people, encouraged by 
the incumbent President. 
Confederate flags and the 
American public’s gullibility 
were on full display. The rioters 
ransacked the Capitol Hill briefly 
occupying the offices of House 
Speaker, Nancy Pelosi.

The world watched with bated 
breath. Just two weeks before the 
transition towards Joe Biden’s 
presidency, President Trump 
had heaped an incredible scorn 
on the very office that he held for 
four years and contested so bit-
terly to hold for another four 
years.

The reaction was swift. There 
were cracks in the White House 
with Vice-president Pence falling 
out with President Trump; at 
least two federal secretaries 
resigned in protest; cracks 
opened wide within the 
Republican Party over a divisive 
presidency; and some White 
House aides left in protest. 
Political consensus within the 
United States swung between 
impeaching President Trump, 
considered unable to govern, to 
waiting for inauguration of 
Biden on January 20.

Who were the rioters? What 
did they want and what are the 
underlying causes of their 
unrest? A deeper analysis would 
reveal the hidden fault lines in 
contemporary America.

The rioters were mainly white 
supremacists with a sizeable vet-
eran population, drawn from 
across the American rural belt, 
the traditional Trump support 
base. There were the Proud Boys, 
a far-right group that espouses 
racist, sexist and anti-immigrant 
views. There were representa-

tives of the National Socialist 
Club, a neo-Nazi group. There 
were members of a collective 
called Murder the Media, and 
then there were the Three 
Percenters, a far-right armed 
group, wearing helmets and kev-
lar vests with the group’s sym-
bol, a Roman numeral three. 
They came from all over America 
with the most visiting the 
national capital for the first time.

They were fed on a constant 
dose of hate for the rich, power-
ful, privileged, and the ostensi-
bly corrupted US elite, by 
President Trump, who won the 
election in one of the biggest 
revolts of the US electorate in 
2016. Trump, then stood for any-
thing and everything anti-estab-
lishment and anti-status-quo. As 
a stalwart of change (Make 
America Great Again), he cre-
ated immense hope for the 
mostly rural middle-class 
America.

But as democracies evolve and 
do not revolutionise; so in the 
end his own divisive and com-
bative style more than a recalci-
trant and powerful deep state 
led to his undoing, further divid-
ing a divided nation.

The rioters in their own right, 
briefly that fateful Wednesday 
afternoon, felt they could not be 
ignored. Many took pleasure in 
smoking in the building, tearing 
and ransacking and leaving the 
“toilets unflushed”. They were 
Trump’s foot soldiers, aiming at 
disrupting the certification pro-
cess of the Electoral College 
results that was underway in the 
building under his own Vice-
president Mike Pence.

The police took a lot of flak for 
being overwhelmed and unpre-
pared to deal with the situation 
despite clear signs and prior 
assembly of the rioters; for their 
lack of coordination with other 
agencies; and for not asking the 
Pentagon’s help in requisitioning 
the National Guards. It did not 
have crowd-control wherewithal 
like a heavily-manned perime-
ter, dogs and mounted officers.

Police was also criticised for 
being soft on the mostly White 
protestors. President-elect Biden 
summed up the sentiment say-
ing, “No one can tell me that if it 
had been a group of Black Lives 
Matter protesting yesterday, 
they wouldn’t have been treated 
very, very differently than the 
mob of thugs that stormed the 
Capitol,” Consequently, DC 
Police chief and both the House 
and Senate sergeants-at-arms 
resigned. However, contrary to 
popular thinking, the DC Police 
acted with sanity and prudence 
avoiding bloodshed and not 
becoming a party in the Trump-
incited potential carnage.

In searching for why, analysis 
points to contemporary America 
being plagued by problems like 
poverty, income inequality, slid-
ing race relations, poor handling 
of the coronavirus, general dis-
contentment and the prospect of 
losing to a rising China.

As per the US Census Bureau, 
the percentage of American pub-
lic living in poverty before the 
pandemic had fallen to some of 
the lowest levels (at 11.1%) ever 
recorded, thanks to the long 
spell of record economic growth. 
However, more than eight mil-
lion people have been dragged 
into poverty consequent to rav-
ages of the pandemic, due to the 
economic effects of the lock-
downs and exhaustion of fund-
ing under the CARES Act. Many 
sociologists doubt the govern-
ment supplied data, and suspect 
poverty to be more prevalent. A 
2012 study estimated roughly 
38% Americans living from pay-
check to paycheck.

Similarly, America has the 
highest level of income inequal-
ity among other industrialised 
nations. As per the Congressional 
Budget Office, market income of 
the top 1% rose from 9.6% in 1979 
to 17.5% in 2016, after it peaked at 
20.7% in 2007.

Race relations is another fes-
tering wound with wide-spread 
discrimination against blacks, 
Latinos and people of colour. 

“Black Lives Matter” is a case in 
point. The brutally cruel and 
inhuman killing of George 
Floyd, a 46-year-old black man, 
on May 25, 2020, in Minneapolis, 
after a police officer pinned him 
to the ground with his knee over 
Floyd’s neck, led to worldwide 
anger and condemnation. Blacks 
and other minorities remain 
severely under-represented in 
the police ranks in particular.

Due to the devastations of 
Covid-19, the healthcare system 
across the US remains over-
whelmed. There are more than 
371,000 deaths and over 22 mil-
lion infections. Trump’s ambiva-
lence to the disease and a dis-
jointed effort adversely affected 
national response and attitudes. 
Even now, the system cannot dis-
tribute the vaccines, despite 
being readily availability.

The widespread discontent 
across the US that initially cata-
pulted Trump to power, is now 
poised for more disruptions. 
Biden secured 51.3% of the popu-
lar vote, as against the 46.8% won 
by Trump. Although Biden is the 
first President-elect to win more 
than 80 million votes, Trump is 
close with 74.2 million to his side, 
more votes “ever” won by any 
presidential candidate (except 
Biden). So, to keep future 
Trumpian disruptions at bay, 
lawmakers might go the 
impeachment way to block 
Trump’s future candidacy (the 
decision of which was still pend-
ing till the filing of this article). 
Even then, his red-neck support 
base will continue to cast its 
shadow.

The cumulative effect of the 
US problems and the spectre of a 
rising China make America 
potentially weak and poor. 
China stands as a viable alterna-
tive to the US pre-eminence and 
prestige. Change remains an 
enduring constant in the rise and 
fall of nations.

Like Opinion & Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on 
all our daily pieces.

Economic development and e-commerce
Durdana Najam

The Covid-19 crisis has brought a 
change in customer behaviour 
for more than 65% of companies
Pakistan’s economic progress is 
directly linked to the participa-
tion of its youth in the economic 
process. For their effective 
involvement, we will have to 
take a departure from the rou-
tine processes of doing business 
and present organisations new 
opportunities based on science 
and technology. One area to 
explore in this regard is e-com-
merce. From the dot-com era to 
digitalisation, businesses have 
undergone a complete infra-
structural overhaul. During the 
90s, the market lacked a secure 
financial transactional system 
for online purchases. Only 
organisations with an appetite to 
take a risk and tolerant to uncer-
tainty would plunge into this 
less trodden path. That is no 
more the case. Today digital 
solutions are increasingly 
explored by organisations to 
compete successfully in the 
international market.

The Covid-19 crisis has brought 
a change in customer behaviour 
for more than 65% of companies. 
People went online to buy essen-
tial products. Sales categories 
such as groceries, pharmaceuti-
cals, health and hygiene prod-
ucts, restaurant delivery, as well 
as financial services saw the 
largest increases in the Covid-19 
crisis through both third-party 
online marketplace and e-com-
merce. This trend has also caught 
up in Pakistan and today almost 

all retailers have switched to 
online shopping. Those unable 
to establish an online retail 
organisation are using Facebook 
and Instagram to create a market 
for their products. In short, the 
prospects of growth through 
online sales are huge and prom-
ising.

The private sector in Pakistan 
is contributing significantly 
towards business transforma-
tion processes and enhanced 
readiness of consumers to 
embrace e-commerce. Though 
there are countless initiatives on-
board today, such as Zameen.
com, Daraz.pk and Pakwheels.
com, one name that stands out is 
that of Saqib Azhar. He is run-
ning an organisation with the 
name of Enabler. This venture 
aims to bring more people into 
the folds of e-commerce with the 
purpose to eradicate poverty 
through job creation. According 
to Azhar, e-commerce is a pros-
perity enabler. He facilitates 
people in two categories. One, he 
aligns his clients to the e-com-
merce opportunities in the 
online marketplace; two, he 
trains his clients on how to run 
the online venture to earn a liv-
ing.

Pakistan faces an acute short-
age of skilled labour and there is 
a dire need to bridge this gap. 
According to UNICEF’s report 
titled ‘Developing Skills in 
Youth to Succeed in an Evolving 
South Asian Economy: A case of 
Pakistan’, the labour market of 
Pakistan is bested with several 
challenges that have caught it 
into a skill trap. Employers are 

forced to settle for the low-
skilled workforce because of a 
strong disconnect between the 
demand for a specific skill and 
its supply. To correct the course 
of Pakistan’s economy we have 
to equip citizens with skills they 
need to compete in the global 
market.

In his book, Passive Income, 
Azhar has given a detailed 
account of the varying opportu-
nities we have at our disposal to 
enhance economic development 
through skill development 
related to e-commerce. Recently 
he met President of Pakistan 
Arif Alvi and was given assur-
ance of complete government 
cooperation in his endeavour. 
However, to make e-commerce 
successful, entrepreneurs, poli-
cymakers, and the labour will 
have to converge on a single 
platform. It is about having a 
common narrative leading to a 
unified policy on e-commerce. 
Anything short of that can be 
perilous to Pakistan’s progress 
in this regard.

Having said that, the question 
is what steps Pakistan would 
have to take for the development 
of e-commerce. One, we have to 
agree that e-commerce is the 
new digital solution for business 
ventures and, therefore, support 
companies facilitating online 
transactions like PayPal. Two, 
we have to remove impediments 
in the access of internet facility 
for almost everyone in the coun-
try. This would also include ena-
bling a widespread 4-G connec-
tivity. Third, we would have to 
update our curriculum and 

include subjects such as market-
ing, sales, advertising and 
e-commerce. Historically, the 
disconnect between skilled 
labour and entrepreneurs has 
been identified to the disengage-
ment between industries and 
academia. Outdated and irrele-
vant curricula taught in voca-
tional institutes and even in uni-
versities have been producing 
an irrelevant workforce. 
Therefore, for a healthy eco-
nomic development it is essen-
tial to remove these institutional 
inefficiencies along with estab-
lishing a culture of research and 
development that supports 
e-commerce. Fourth, we will 
have to digitalise our business 
structure on international stand-
ards so that e-commerce 
becomes a way of doing busi-
ness rather than an exception.

Having almost assumed the 
status of a messiah, all our bets 
are now on the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, to bring us 
the long-cherished economic 
boost. For a full advantage of 
this so-called game-changer 
project, Pakistan cannot rely on 
a traditional method of doing 
business. By increasing the 
uptake of e-commerce and digi-
tal solutions, Pakistan can effec-
tively address its widening ine-
quality, reduce cost of doing 
business and create an enabling 
environment where a taxation 
regime facilitates rather than 
obstructs the system.

Like Opinion & Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on 
all our daily pieces.

Cyber-bullying and digital harassment con-

tinue to increase in Pakistan like in other 

parts of the globe. Social media platforms 

including Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, etc 

are becoming ground for online harass-

ment. The Federal Investigation Agency 

(FIA) Cybercrime wing disposed of around 

1,00,000 complaints about online harass-

ment during the year 2020.

Cases of cyber crime appear to be on a con-

stant rise after the increasing dependency 

of human beings on information technol-

ogy globally. Social media platforms turned 

into political battlefields also. However, 

some elements have been using social 

medial platforms for financial fraud, har-

assing women, child pornography.

Cybercrime reporting increased almost 5 

times in Pakistan 

Reporting increased almost 5 times as com-

pared to the previous year. The agency dis-

posed of 1,00,000 complaints till the end of 

2020. The complaints lodged at the 

Cybercrime Wing of FIA related to financial 

fraud, harassment, stalking, and unauthor-

ized access, they mentioned. The exact num-

ber of complaints lodged with the Wing was 

recorded 94, 227 across the country.

In view of the growing number of com-

plaints, the FIA established specialized 

investigation units to deal with financial 

fraud, harassment, defamation, women har-

assment, child pornography, and other high 

profile cases.

FIA cyber crime wing: Complainants have 

to go to the nearest FIA cybercrime office 

with a written application, evidence in hard 

copy, and an ID card. Minors need to be 

accompanied by guardians.

26 accused involved in child abuse appre-

hended during 2020

The Cybercrime Wing of the agency lodged 

24 FIRs and arrested 26 accused and busted 

3 gangs involved in child pornography and 

exploration. Sources said this helped in 

decreasing the number of child pornogra-

phy incidents in the country. The agency 

also strengthened its cooperation with 

Interpol, the national crime bureau, 

Facebook, and Whatsapp. The global com-

panies responded to 191 requests out of a 

total of 214 with regard to cybercrime.

The FIA Cybercrime Wing intensified its 

operations and arrested 621 accused, 22 

gangs busted and 20,000 electronic gadgets 

recovered across the country. The agency 

also arrested 22 accused involved in BISP 

fraud and 4 million recovered after registra-

tion of 16 cases and 95 inquiries.

The Revolution of information technology 

has empowered every individual to express 

and her views independently. The monopoly 

of a few newspapers, journalists, and media 

houses decreased with the arrival of smart-

phones. However, the government is yet to 

regulate social media. Fake news, online 

harassment, cyber-bullying have almost 

become the order of the day in the country.

Code of ethics for all social media platforms 

in consultation with all stakeholders needs 

to be introduced and implemented. Only 

then, the use of filthy language, fraud, black-

mailing, online threats, harassment can be 

stopped.

Online harassment 
in Pakistan
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QUETTA: A man on his way for delivery purpose for livelehood support of his family in 
provincial city. QUETTA VOIC EPHOTO

Online driving licence 
facility launched in 

Gujranwala 
News Desk

GUJRANWALA: After 
facilitating citizens of pro-
vincial capital Lahore, the 
Punjab government has 
launched an online driv-
ing licence facility in 
Gujranwala.

The Traffic Police Punjab 
launched an easy process 
to issue driving licences 
through a digital system in 
Gujranwala to facilitate 
citizens. The newly-
launched facility has ena-
bled the citizens to avoid 
queues for driving licences 
and waiting for hours for 
submitting their medical 
certificates and other rele-
vant documents.

The digital driving 
licencing system was 
launched in an inaugura-
tion ceremony which was 

attended by RPO Riaz 
Nazeer Gara, Deputy 
Commissioner Sohail 
Ashraf and CPO Sarfraz 
Ahmad Falki.

While talking to journal-
ists, the senior officers 
praised the provincial 
authorities for establishing 
an online driving licencing 
centre to provide easy 
access to the Gujranwala 
citizens for getting their 
driving licences which 
would also help locals to 
comply with the traffic reg-
ulations.

Earlier in June last year, 
the Punjab government 
had introduced a paperless 
driving licence issuance 
system for its citizens for 
the first time in Pakistan.

The first-ever project of 
‘Paperless Driving Licence 
Issuing System’ was initi-

News Desk/INP NEWS

KARACHI: FPCCI former 
chairman on Horticulture 
Exports and Vice President 
of Pakistan Businesses 
Forum, Ahmad Jawad on 
Friday said that Pakistan 
needs to take appropriate 
pie from global cake at the 
account of horticulture 
exports; despite the fact that 
the global trade in horticul-
ture had increase four times 
over two decades and stood 
at more than USD 200 billion 
in 2019.

He said, the sooner textile 
industry was in hot waters, 
the country doesn’t have 
alternative plan for the con-
tinuity of the exports and in 
result even in the year of 
2020 to cross $25 billion 
benchmark were difficult for 
us. 

Ahmad Jawad said 
Pakistan retains only 1.5% 

share in world exports of cit-
rus fruits and 2.8% share in 
world exports of potatoes; 
however through upgrading 
our production methods, 
seed varieties, processing 
infrastructure and produce 
quality, we could easily 
exported USD 2.2 billion 
worth of horticulture com-
modities in next two years. 

Egypt provides a good 
case study for Pakistan to 
learn from; by implementing 
a Sustainable Agricultural 
Development Strategy since 
2009, he said adding that 
Egypt has focused on cap-
turing export markets for its 
horticulture commodities 
and currently exports about 
USD 3.2 billion worth of 
oranges, grapes, potatoes, 
strawberries and onions to 
the Russian Federation, 
European Union and the 
Middle East.

“Pakistan has the poten-

tial to export processed cit-
rus products and potato 
fries and chips, however the 
unavailability of industrial 
grade varieties, surplus pro-
duction, and processing 
capacity has been the bind-
ing constraints for making 
export quality food prod-
ucts”.

Vice President PBF said 
that Pakistan needs to 
increase its output by 
improving yields and attain-
ing exportable surplus 
crops. There is currently an 
emphasis on catering to the 
domestic market. India are 
one of the key players in this 
industry through value 
addition but in our last 70 
years the concerned minis-
tries didn’t work on it 
aggressively, the more down 
fall started when we devolve 
agriculture and its allied 
sectors to provinces through 
18th Amendment.

Currently Pakistan’s hor-
ticulture suffers from low-
yields as compared to its 
peer countries, unavailabil-
ity of the necessary seeds for 
industry grade produce of 
fruits and vegetables, weak 
contract enforcement for 
contract farming, poor on-
farm sanitary and phytosan-
itary standards (SPS) 
enforcement, inadequate 
post-harvest infrastructure 
for packing, handling and 
transportation, lack of pro-
tocols for certifications of 
health and safety standards, 
and unassured supply of 
raw material to processors.

Under CPEC, China is 
potentially a large export 
destination for Pakistan’s 
fruit commodities, but 
exports are restricted due to 
stringent SPS compliance 
requirements enforced by 
China. For instance, citrus 
trade is not permitted via 

land and air routes to China, 
and therefore Pakistan has 
to transport its mandarins 
by sea to the eastern Chinese 
ports, increasing cost and 
time. It would be cheaper 
and easier to export via land 
which yet to pending a quar-
antine agreement between 
Pakistan and China.

Jawad also added Pakistan 
must tap Chinese market in 
the sector of fruits and veg-
etables which will be a great 
addition in our exports cata-
logue. Under CPEC, China is 
potentially a large export 
destination for Pakistan’s 
fruit commodities, but 
exports are restricted due to 
stringent SPS compliance 
requirements enforced by 
China. For instance, citrus 
trade is not permitted via 
land and air routes to China, 
and therefore Pakistan has 
to transport its mandarins 
by sea to the eastern 

Meager share of Pakistan in 
global horticulture exports worth 

$200bn: Jawad

Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: Forced labor” in Xinjiang is the biggest lie 
of the century made by persons and agencies in some 
Western countries including the United States, with 
an aim to restrict and suppress the relevant Chinese 
authorities and companies and contain China’s 
development. 

This was stated here by the spokesperson of the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry Zhao Lijian at a news 
briefing.

He was commenting on the report that US will now 
bar entry of all cotton products and tomatoes from 
China’s Xinjiang region. 

China is firmly opposed to this, he said adding, “ 
the United States both creates lies and takes egre-
gious actions based on its lies to violate international 
trade rules and principles of market economy, under-
mine global industrial and value chains, and damage 
the interests of companies and consumers all over the 
world including those in the United States, bringing 
no good to anyone.

It is despicable that the issue of “forced labor” in 
the United States has been reported from time to 
time. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, after the out-
break of COVID-19, some women prisoners in the 
United States were forced to work overtime to pro-
duce masks at the risk of contracting the virus. 

They worked up to 12 hours a day, but they were 
unable to wear one. In the United States hundreds of 
thousands of innocent people died of COVID-19, peo-
ple like George Floyd cannot even breathe freely. 

Why on earth do some U.S. politicians think they 
can lecture China on its Xinjiang policy while their 
country cannot even guarantee the citizens’ most 
basic rights to health and security?

Xinjiang affairs are China’s internal affairs that no 
other country has the right or privilege to interfere 
with. 

The United States should respect basic facts, imme-
diately withdraw its erroneous decision and stop 
interfering in China’s internal affairs while taking 
Xinjiang as an excuse. 

China will take all essential measures to uphold 
national interests and dignity, and safeguard sover-
eignty, security and development interests.”

Forced labor” in Xinjiang 
is the biggest lie: 

Spokesperson

Pakistan, China 
Universities to build 

Center of Excellence in 
Mineral Resources

News Desk

BEIJING: The Center of 
Excellence in Mineral 
Resources Engineering 
is going to be jointly 
built by China Univer 
sity of Mining and 
Technology (CUMT) 
and Pakistan-Austria 
Fachhochschule: Instit 
ute of Applied Sciences 
& Technology (PAF-
IAST). 

In this connection, 
the two universities 
held an online agrement 
signing ceremony, Chi 
na Economic Net (CEN) 
reported on Friday.

“The signing of this 
agreement is not only 
the first major interna-
tional event of CUMT in 
2021, but also a tribute to 
the 70th anniversary of 
the establishment of 
China-Pakist an diplo-
matic relations.  We 
believe the Center will 
provide strong talent 

and scientific support 
for the development of 
PAF-IAST, Ch ina-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and Belt & Road 
Initiative (BRI),” CUMT 
Presid ent Song Xuefeng 
addre ssed the ceren-
omy.

CUMT President 
Song Xuefeng is signing 
the agreement on the 
Center of Excelle nce in 
Mineral Resour ces 
Engineering. [Photo/
Zhang Chi]

Since 2018, the two 
universities have held 
rounds of consultations 
on the Center’s estab-
lishment. Focu sing on 
mineral resour ces engi-
neering, the Center will 
launch varied coopera-
tion in talent cultiva-
tion, scientific and tech-
nological research and 
development, and tech-
nology transformation. 
Specifi cally, the two 
universities will carry 

out joint master’s degree 
and PhD program of 
mining engineering as 
well as mineral process-
ing engineering in the 
future.

“Mineral resource 
cooperation is one of the 
top priorities identified 
by Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. 
We sincerely hope to 
cooperate with CUMT 
in teaching and scien-
tific research related to 
this area. 

We look forward to 
resuming exchange 
visits as soon as possi-
ble after the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Prof. 
Atta-ur Rahman, Chai 
rman of Prime Mini 
ster Imran Khan’s Task 
Force on Science and 
Technology at the cer-
emony. It may be men-
tioned here that PAF-
IAST was inaugurated 
by Imran Khan on 
September 17, 2020.. 

Corruption mafia in Sindh 
also devouring funds of 

heart patients: Haleem Adil
News Desk

KARACHI: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Vice 
President and parliamen-
tary party leader in Sindh 
Haleem Adil Awan has 
said that the corruption 
mafia of Sindh is now even 
devouring the funds of 
heart patients, which is 
evident from the mega cor-
ruption and poor state of 
affairs of the National 
Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases (NICVD) Karachi. 

Talking to media outside 
the Sindh Assembly here 
on Tuesday, he said Chair 
man Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) Bilawal Zard 
ari delivers fierce speeches 
during the sit-ins of Pakis 
tan Democratic Movement 
(PDM); however, the gov-
ernment of his party in 
Sindh is even doing corrup-
tion in the funds of heart 
patients. He said that when 
the Sindh government is 
asked about its achieve-

ments, they quote the 
NICVD, which is fact has 
become a den of corruption 
and mismanagement. 

Haleem Adil said the 
PPP government is involved 
in corruption through fake 
bank accounts, money laun-
dering and fake appoint-
ments in Sindh education 
department. He said they 
are also involved in corrup-
tion in the departments of 
health, local government 
and revenue. He said the 
lands of forest department 
were encroached upon. 

He said, there is corrup-
tion of Rs3 trillion in pen-
sion funds. The other exam-
ples of corruption include 
airplane commission case, 
Zardari tractor corruption 
scheme and corruption in 
water management and 
irrigation. He said the 
looted taxpayers’ money is 
hidden in Swiss bank 
accounts and purchase of 
properties like Park Lane. 
He said there is corruption.

Asad Umar 
inaugurates 

NADRA 
office in 
Ubauro

INP NEWS

GHOTKI: Federal Minister 
for Planning and 
Development Asad Umar 
on Friday inaugurated 
National Database & 
Registration Authority 
(NADRA) registration cen-
tre in Ubauro in district 
Ghotki, Sindh.

Asad Umar said that the 
people of the area 
demanded NADRA regis-
tration centre in November 
last year, their demand has 
been met. “PTI believes in 
serving  masses.”

Establishment of 
NADRA office in Ubauro 
shows the vision of ‘Do ni 
Ek Pakistan’. The minister 
lauded the role of the 
NADRA chairman in 
establishing the NADRA 
registration centre. The 
minister was briefed by 
the officials about the facil-

Govt urged to give relief 
to carpet industry in sea, 

air freight to boost exports
News Desk

LAHORE: Senior Vice Chairman, Pakistan Carpet 
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (PCMEA) 
Riaz Ahmed Tuesday urged the government to give car-
pet industry a special relief both for sea and air freight so 
that volume of exports would be increased.

These views were expressed him in a Circle Committee 
Meeting of PCMEA held at Association’s Office here on 
Tuesday to discuss the issues faced by the carpet indus-
try.

The participants of meeting including Azeem Butt, 
Mian Attiq-ur-Rehman, Anwar Mahmood, Ali Asghar 
Chawla, Daniyaal Hanif, Faisal Saeed Khan, Muhammad 
Ali Iftikhar and Ali Manzoor Malik shared their views 
and presented different suggestions to resolve the issues 
being faced by carpet industry. 

Speaking on the occasion, Riaz Ahmed said that Trade 
Development Authority Pakistan (TDAP) should sup-
port carpet exporters through bearing 80 percent of 
expenditures of participation in international exhibi-
tions while on the other hand, exporters would spend 
only twenty percent of the total expenditures.  

He also informed the participants that TDAP recently 
offered them Netherlands as potential country for their 
carpet industry and if any member is willing PCMEA 
can further proceed with TDAP in this regard. 

The SVP PCMEA said due to Covid-19 physical exhibi-
tion is not workable as Domotex Hannover has cancelled 
2021 exhibition and announced their 2022 exhibition will 
be digital means virtual exhibition. 

Riaz Ahmed also requested the members to share 
their views for single country exhibition as well as 
revival of carpet industry.

45 more patients 
succumbed to 
coronavirus in 

Pakistan
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan reported 2,417 new coronavirus 
cases in the past 24 hours (Thursday), the latest data from 
the National Command and Control (NCOC) shows.

There were 45 more causalities related to the deadly 
disease as death toll due to coronavirus has reached 
10,863 that represents a ratio of 2.1%.

According to the latest figures, 2,417 new coronavirus 
cases emerged in the last 24 hours after conducting 40,359 
tests. It takes the total cases tally to 514,338 that returned 
positive after conducting 7,243,650 total tests so far.

The number of active cases in the country reached 
33,869 with 2,294 patients in critical condition.

There are 55percent patients on ventilators in 
Bahawalpur, 49% in Multan, 34percent in Lahore and 
31percent in Islamabad.

There were 2,072 more recoveries recorded in the last 
24 hours as the number of total recovered cases reached 
469,306 with a 91.2% recovery rate.

Punjab, the most populous province of the country, has 
reported 661 new cases in last 24 hours taking the provin-
cial tally to 147,953 with 10,814 active cases. The province 
reported 22 new virus-related death as the death toll 
reached 4,370. With 944 new recoveries, 132,769 patients 
have recovered from the virus in Punjab so far.

The most affected province Sindh has once again 
recorded 1,235 new cases during the last 24 hours taking 
the provincial tally to 231,953 with 17,424 active cases. 
The province reported 11 new deaths as the death toll 
reached 3,755. With 647 new recoveries, 210,774 patients 
have recovered from the virus in the province so far.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has recorded 342 new cases 
during the last 24 hours taking the tally to 62,719 with 
3,420 active cases. The province reported 10 new virus-
related deaths as the death toll reached 1,762. With 224 
new recoveries, 57,537 patients have recovered from the 
virus in the province so far.

Balochistan has recorded another 27 new cases during 
the last 24 hours taking the tally to 18,515 with 305 active 
cases. The province reported one new virus-related 
death as the death toll reaches at 189. With 19 new recov-
eries, 18,021 patients have recovered from the virus in 
the province so far.

Islamabad has recorded 125 new cases during the last 
24 hours taking the tally to 39,749 with 1,867 active cases. 
No new deaths was reported in the Federal Capital as the 
virus death toll remains at 449. With 213 new recoveries, 
the number of recovered patients is 37,413 in the federal 
capital so far.
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QUETTA: Assistant Commissioner Sadar, Humaira Baloch posing for a photograph with volunteers during 
the cleanliness campaign: photo provided by Matiullah Khan

PTI submits ‘foreign 
funding proofs’ against 

PML-N, PPP to ECP
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The ruling party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), on Friday submitted a new application to 
the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to seek 
expediting scrutiny process against Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PML-N) and Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) in foreign funding case.
A PTI leader Farrukh Habib submitted an application 
to ECP for conducting daily hearing of foreign funding 
case against PML-N and PPP.
After submitting the new plea, Farrukh Habib told  
journalists he claimed submission of ‘foreign funding 
proofs’ against PML-N and PPP.
“We had filed a petition against PML-N in 2017 and so 
far, dozens of session of the [ECP] scrutiny were con-
ducted. We have submitted another plea to the Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEC) today and sought daily 
hearing of the case. Till today, no decision is made 
despite having clear guidance of the Supreme Court 
(SC).”
“What is the meaning of non-submission of records by 
PML-N and PPP?”
Both political parties are just wasting the time of the 
ECP’s scrutiny committee and the facts have been 
revealed now, said Farrukh Habib. He claimed that 
PML-N is also facing an allegation of toppling late 
Benazir Bhutto’s government after receiving funds 
from Osama Bin Laden.
The PTI leader challenged Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari and 
Maryam Nawaz to do whatever they want to do during 
their protest outside ECP office on January 19. He con-
tinued that ECP summoned leaders of both political 
parties on January 18, whereas, ‘proofs’ against PML-N 
and PPP were also provided by him.
Habib said that PPP had hired a lobbyist in the United 
States (US) to get NRO which was mentioned in the 
records of US Justice and Law Foreign Act 1938 to 
whom they paid over $3 million after 2008.
Farrukh Habib said that both parties will have to 
respond ECP.
It may be noted here that the Scrutiny Committee of 
the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) had issued 
notices to Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) in foreign funding 
case and asked to appear and submit their response on 
January 18.
On the other hand, the opposition parties had 
announced to protest outside ECP headquarters to 
expedite proceedings of foreign funding case against 
PTI. The committee had also issued a notice to peti-
tioner Farukh Habib, PPP’s Farhatullah Babar and 
PML-N’s Rana Muhammad Afzal to appear before the 
committee for further proceedings.
Last year in Nov, the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) had launched an investigation against the 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) and the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) over allegations of foreign 
funding.

No NRO 
will be 

given at any 
forum, 

Babar Awan 
clarifies

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) seior 
leader and former law min-
ister Dr Babar Awan on 
Friday clarified that no Nati 
onal Reconciliation Ordina 
nce (NRO) will be given to 
anyone at any forum. 

Speaking in the upper 
house of the Parliament, Sen 
ate, the PTI leader said that 
the government is ready to 
hold reforms and amements 
on every matter expect par-
doning the corrupt ele-
ments. 

We cannot stop the accou 
ntability process against 
those who had looted the 
country, he added.  Babar 
Awan said that the 
Parliament cannot pass any 
judgment, however, Public 
Accounts Committee (APC) 
can hold inquiry or check 
official accounts. 

RAWALPINDI: SAPM Dr. Sania Nishtar interacts with women after witnessing Ehsaas survey enrolment 
of a local household in Kahuta at the launch of Ehsaas survey in Rawalpindi. PID PHOTO

One-sided acount-
ability process un-
accepted: Shahid 

Khaqan

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) senior leader 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi on 
Friday has said that one-
sided process of account-
ability is unaccepted.

Talking to media, the 
PML-N leader said that 
those who called others 
as thieves are now also 
accountable for their 
deeds. National Accounta 
bility Bureau (NAB) has 

Matiullah Khan

QUETTA: District administra-
tion Quetta launched a 10-day 
cleanliness campaign in the 
Sadar division from January 14 
to January 24th. The cleanliness 
campaign would continue in 
Samungli road, airport road, 
Jinnah town, Shehbaz town, 
Nawan Killi, and other areas. 
Quetta online, a group of vol-
unteers, social media activists, 
and people from various walks 
of life engaged to make the 
campaign a success.

“Citizens should voluntarily 
come forward and support the 
administration in the cleanli-
ness drive”, Humaira Baloch, 
the assistant commissioner 
appealed. She said awareness 
would be created among the 
people with regard to cleanli-
ness and removing garbage 
outside their houses.

Painting competitions be 
organized to create awareness 
among the people 

Street wall painting competi-
tions, installation of street 
lights, picking up garbage daily 

and other activities would be 
promoted during the campaign 
in the Sadar division. “This is 
an effort to sensitize the people 
about their responsibilities”, the 
female assistant commissioner 
who continues to participate in 
various social activities men-
tioned. The government alone 
can not solve all the issues 
rather the citizens should also 
join hands to address issues 
relating to the roads and streets 
of the city. “This city is our 
home we have to keep it clean”, 
she added. Citizens need to be 

mobilized and sensitized to 
ensure clean and green Quetta, 
she mentioned.

Quetta generates 1,200 kgs of 
solid waste every day 

Quetta city produces more 
than 1,200 kilograms of solid 
waste every day. The Quetta 
Municipal Corporation (QMC) 
has not been able to remove 
solid waste from the city. 
Congested population, lack of 
awareness among the citizens, 
and poor planning on the part 
of concerned quarters are main 
factors for poor cleanliness.

Quetta: 10-day cleanliness 
campaign kicks off in 

Sadar Division

PTI govt’s efforts to 
protect rights of Overseas 

Pakistanis laudable: 
Khalid Nawaz

News Desk

RAWALPINDI: chief executive officer of Knight Human 
Management (KHM) and Shalan Pakistan, an agency 
that protects the rights and jobs of Overseas Pakistanis, 
Khalid Nawaz has said that the incumbent Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government is doing an unprece-
dented job to protect the rights of Overseas Pakistani 
workers who, in return, despite Corona’s lockdown and 
fears have played a key role in stabilizing the economy 
by sending record foreign exchange to their country.

Addressing the behavioral training session of stu-
dents of various technical courses here in KHM office, 
Khalid Nawaz said that overseas Pakistani workers sent 
about 13 billion dollars foreign exchange to Pakistan in 
the last six months of last year, the largest record in the 
country’s history. 

“This record came at a time when the corona virus 
forced a worldwide lockdown, but our overseas 
Pakistanis set an example thanks to their excellent atti-
tudes and professionalism”, he added saying that such 
professionalism and good morals are the guarantee of 
success of our youth in abroad. 

The CEO KHM and Shalan Pakistan said that during 
the technical training of the workers, KHM ensures that 
our trained specialists not only meet the demand of for-
eign companies or institutions but also become their need. 
“For our students who are unable to complete their educa-
tion due to lack of resources, KHM has contracted afford-
able higher professional and technical education facilities 
at Canada’s top universities,” he told the students. Our 
goal is to help less resourceful but intelligent students 
complete their education and thereby play our role in 
reducing poverty and unemployment in the country.

Khalid Nawaz asked the experts of Masterminds Audit, 
Accounts and Taxation and School of Art and Design to 
pay full attention to the personality and character build-
ing of the students with technical skills and also to create 
interpersonal skills within them so that our skilled work-
force become  preferred experts in the global job market.

He also lauded the Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
concerned officials for their unparalleled work for the 
protection of the rights of Pakistanis working abroad. In 
addition, the practical steps taken by the government to 
solve the problems faced by overseas Pakistanis within 
their country were also appreciated.

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
President Sardar Masood 
Khan while welcoming 
debate on Kashmir issue in 
the UK parliament has said 
that in spite India’s all-out 
stubbornness, the world is 
convinced that peace and 
security cannot be ensured 
in South Asia without resol 
ving the Kashmir issue in 
accordance with the wish 
es of the Kashmiri people.

Commenting on the 
debate in the UK parlia-
ment on the move of the 
British Labor Party MP 
Sarah Owen with the sup-
port of cross-party British 
MPs, the state president 
said that more than one 
dozen UK MPs including 
some ministers while tak-
ing part in the debate have 
expressed grave concern 
over the fast deteriorating 
human rights situation in 
occupied Kashmir.

“They (MPs) also con-
veyed a categorical mes-
sage to the Indian regime 
to refrain from its illegal 
actions in the disputed 
Jammu and Kashmir state, 
and respect the right of 
self-determination of the 
Kashmiri people,” Khan 
said The AJK president 
thanked all members of 
the UK parliament includ-
ing James Barry Daly, 
Sarah Owen, Naz Shah, 
Paul Bristow, Steve Baker 
for their support to 
Kashmiri peoples’ strug-

gle for their right to self-
determination and 
expressing concern over 
the worsening human 
rights situation in occu-
pied Kashmir.

He also expressed his 
gratitude to UK MPs for 
urging India to take imme-
diate measures to improve 
the human rights situation 
in Kashmir under its occu-
pation. Sardar Masood 
Khan expressed the hope 
that the UK parliamentari-
ans besides taking part in 
the debate on the Kashmir 
issue, would urge the UK 
being a permanent mem-
ber of the UN Security, it 
should hold a debate on the 
Kashmir issue in the world 
body, and realizing its 
international obligations 
play a proactive role in 
resolving this issue pend-
ing for the last more than 
70 years.

He said that it was a 
matter of great satisfaction 
that besides All Parties 
Parliamentary Kashmir 
Group, groups like Conser 
vative Friends of Kashmir 
and Labor Friends of 
Kashmir with whom we 
are in constant touch, are 
playing an active role in 
highlighting Kashmir con-
flict both within and out-
side the UK Parliament.

The AJK president 
hoped that the UK Govern 
ment and the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office 
(FCO) would also play 
their role in this regard. He 
maintained.

Pakistan 
imposes 

Rs100,000 
fine on 
Turkish 
Airlines

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Pakistan Civil Aviation 
Authority has imposed a 
fine of Rs100,000 on 
Turkish Airlines.

According to a notifica-
tion issued on Friday, 
January 15, the airline 
allowed two passengers to 
board its flight TK0584 
from Istanbul to Lahore 
without proof of a negative 
RT-PCR test of the novel 
coronavirus.

The passengers’ country 
of origin was Senegal. The 
flight from Dakar landed 
in Istanbul and then they 
continued on to Lahore.

Senegal and Turkey 
have both been listed as a 
Category B countries by 
Pakistan. This means that 
inbound passengers land-
ing in Pakistan have to get 
a PCR test at least 96 hours 
before traveling.

Turkish Airlines has 
been fined for allowing the 
passengers to fly without 
negative PCR tests.

Any recurrent violation 
of COVID-19 related SOPs 
shall be dealt with in a 
more stringent manner 
including but not limited 
to revocation of operating 
authorization granted to 
Turkish Airlines for flight 
operations to/from 
Pakistan, the CAA warned.

Turkish Airlines had 
previously been warned 
and fined for similar viola-
tions on October 13 and 21

These new SOPs were 
issued by the authority.

 on January 6. It stated 
that 23 countries are placed 
in Category A which does 
n’t require COVID tests. 
These new SOPs were 
issued by the authority.

 on January 6. It stated 
that 23 countries are placed 
in Category A which 
doesn’t require COVID 
tests.

AJK President seeks UK’s 
proactive role for Kashmir 
resolution through UNSC

HBL Beijing branch to 
open next month

News Desk

BEIJING: The Habib Bank Limited (HBL) Beijing branch 
is expected to commence its operation and offer a full 
range of products and services next month, an official of 
the branch told China Economic Net (CEN).

Its head office will allocate to the Beijing Branch in a 
freely convertible currency equivalent to RMB 300 mil-
lion, in which the foreign exchange working capital is no 
less than convertible currencies on a par with RMB 200 
million, according to an approval released by the Beijing 
Office of China Banking and Insurance Regulatory 
Commission.

“As HBL’s management bank in China, Beijing branch 
will make full use of the capital city’s advantages in geo-
graphical location, market resources and human 
resources, lay a solid foundation of strategic develop-
ment for the head office and focus on state-owned enter-
prises and organizations in a bid to expand footprint in 
the country,” the branch official said.

The Beijing branch will be HBL’s second branch in 
China as it has already opened a branch in 2017 with 
RMB business license in the city of Urumqi, Northwest 
China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.

Touching on the significance of the Beijing branch, the 
official said HBL has always attached great importance 
to the Chinese market and its overseas branches are in 
high coincidence with countries along the Belt and Road 
routes.

“Over the past few years, China has implemented 
many opening-up policies towards financial sector, and 
the transparency of its financial market has been con-
tinuously improved. 

As a beneficiary of those policies, I believe that the 
opening of HBL Beijing branch will set a good example 
for more foreign institutions to set up branches in 
Beijing,” the official added.

Habib Bank is the first and only bank from Pakistan to 
offer end-to-end RMB intermediation in China. 

Beijing and Urumqi branches will bring benefits to 
HBL’s business in China and serve the interests of 
Chinese companies working on projects in countries 
where HBL has a branch network. 

SHC seeks reply of 
Centre over islands 

ordinance
KARACHI: The Sindh 
High Court (SHC) on 
Friday issued notice to the 
federal government seek-
ing its reply over Pakistan 
Islands Development 
Authority Ordinance 2020.

At the outset of the hear-
ing, the deputy attorney 
general of Pakistan 
informed the court that the 
ordinance has expired and 
it has no legal status now.

He sought time from the 
honorable court for sub-
mission of a written reply 
in the court. Later, the SHC 
adjourned the hearing of 
the case till January 27, 
sought response from the 
federal government.

The ordinance was chal-
lenged by the applicant 
Shahab Usto stating that 
federal territory in the sea 
starts after 12 nautical 
miles and Bundal and 
Buddo are the properties of 
the province as they fall 
under 12 nautical miles.

On the last hearing of 
the case, the AGP had said 
that the federal govern-
ment respects the resolu-
tion passed by the Sindh 
Assembly and the reserva-
tions of the provincial gov-
ernment would be 
resolved.

AGP Khalid Javed Khan 
had further said that devel-
opment at the islands 
would be done only after 
the consultation of PPP 
government.

On August 30, the presi-
dent had promulgated the 
ordinance for establishing 
Pakistan Islands 
Development Authority 
for “development and 
management of islands in 
internal and territorial 
waters of Pakistan.”

However, the Sindh gov-
ernment withdrew its July 
6, 2020 letter in which the 
Land Utilization 
Department had consented 
to the federal government 
to take custody of both 
islands.

“That due to this illegal, 
unconstitutional and 
malafide act of the Federal 
Government, the Sindh 
Cabinet has decided not to 
engage with the Federal 
Government for the pur-
pose of developing the 
Island and consequently 
the letter dated 06.07.2020 
of Government of Sindh, 
Land Utilization 
Department is treated as a 
nullity,” the department 
said in a letter withdraw-
ing the previous one.

Non-bailable arrest warrant 
issued for Salman Shahbaz in 

money laundering case
News Desk/INP NEWS

LAHORE: The court of 
the judicial magistrate 
on Friday issued non-
bailable arrest warrant 
for Salman Shahbaz in 
Rs25 billion money 
laundering case. 

Salman along with 
his father PML-N 
President Shahbaz 
Sharif and brother 
Hamza Shehbaz is 
named in the money 
laundering case.

The court has 
ordered to present 
Salman Shahbaz before 
the court on January 19. 
The warrants were 
issued at the request of 

FIA’s anti-corruption 
cell.

According to the 
charges, Salman, 
Shahbaz and Hamza 
are accused of money 
laundering and suspi-
cious bank transac-
tions worth Rs25 bil-
lion were traced 
through fake accounts 

between 2008 to 2018.
Last month, a three-

member FIA team had 
visited the Kot Lakhpat 
prison and grilled the 
opposition leader over 
his alleged role in 
money laundering of 
upto Rs 25 billion.

According to 
sources, the FIA team 
led by Assistant 
Director Muhammad 
Mardan had asked five 
questions from 
Shehbaz Sharif during 
the investigation pro-
cess including queries 
on his foreign assets 
and offshore compa-
nies.

While responding to 

QUETTA: EX MPA Samina Khan submitting Balochistan Awami 
Party ticket form to BAP organizer Malik Khuda bukhsh Lango. 

QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

ECP should give verdict against PTI 
in foreign funding case: Nafisa Shah
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) member parlia-
ment Nafisa Shah in a 
statement has said that 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) has admit-
ted that it has been 
receiving foreign fund-
ing from shady donors. 
She said, PTI statement 
about foreign funding 
in the Election 

Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) is 
admission of receiving 
illegal foreign fund-
ing.

In a statement 
issued here on Friday, 
Nafisa Shah said that 
PTI narrative is just a 
joke that it has 
received these illegal 
funding through its 
agents and PTI is not 
responsible for these 
funds. 

On whose directives 
the agents kept receiv-
ing these illegal fund-
ing and who spent 
these funds, she asked. 

The PPP member 
parliament demanded 
of the ECP to announce 
its verdict against PTI 
in this foreign funding 
case because after the 
admission of receiving 
illegal funds PTI has 
proved to be an illegal 
party.


