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Our Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan 
has dismayed over the unnec-
essary delay in the implemen-
tation of the Quetta safe city 
project. The CM chaired a 
high-level meeting that 
reviewed prison reforms and 
the pace of work on the Quetta 
safe city project.
The meeting expressed dis-
pleasure over unnecessary 
delay in the implementation 
of the project by NESPAK, an 
official handout said. “Inform 
NESPAK about the reserva-
tions and displeasure of the 
meeting”, the handout quoted 
CM Balochistan.

Under the project, 1,400 secret 
cameras be installed 
Quetta safe city project 
approved a few years back 
aimed at improving the secu-
rity of the city. Under the pro-
ject, over 1,400 secret cam-
eras would be installed for 
security monitoring of the 
city. “This is a big project”, 
the Chief Minister said. The 
project should be completed 
at the earliest, he added.
The past government had 
approved the project to make 
sure improvement of security 
arrangements in the city in 
view of increasing terrorist 
attacks. However, the project 
is yet to be completed despite 
repeated announcements by 

the concerned quarters.
Home Minister Balochistan, 
Mir Ziaullah Langove, 
Bushra Rind, the parliamen-
tary secretary for informa-
tion, chief secretary 

Balochistan, Fazeel Asghar, 
Balochistan Police chief 
Mohsin Hassan Butt, addi-
tional chief secretary home, 
Hafiz Basit and other high 
ups attended the meeting.

News Desk

LAHORE: The opposi-
tion leader in the 
National Assembly and 
PML-N President Sheh 
baz Sharif and Leader 
of the Opposition in 
the Punjab Assembly 
Hamza Shehbaz 
appeared in an 
accountability court 
in Lahore on Tuesday 
in money laundering 
case.

On court’s query, 
Shehbaz Sharif com-
plained about the 
medical board, saying 
they have not sent me 
a report about the 
check-up they did a 
few days ago. Then, 
Shehbaz said he 
wanted to talk about 
Chiniot Mines and 
Minerals project. “I 
saved Rs600 billion in 
that project which are 
very important,” he 
added. “The NAB may 
be right in saying that 
it had saved Rs600 bil-
lion but I was the first 
who tried to save this 
amount,” Shehbaz 
further said. 

“The first phase of 
the project was worth 
Rs640 billion. The 
savings which I made 
belonged to this 
nation. The NAB 

should thank me for 
saving poor public’s 
money,” he added. 

On this, the judge 
intervened, saying “I 
am not hearing this 
case. When the oppor-
tunity comes you can 
appear before the rel-
evant court and tell it 
about it.” 

During the last 
hearing, Shehbaz 
Sharif told the court 
that the Chiniot min-
eral reserves were 
estimated at over 4 
billion dollars. He had 
said the current value 
of the reserves is 640 
billion dollars. He 
said work on the first 
phase was underway. 
He said that his 
actions would lead to 
the reserves being 
handed back to Punjab 
which would lead to 
the annulment of its 
debts and an end to 
poverty in the prov-
ince. 

In 2010, a court 
order blocked the way 
of massive robbery on 
the nation’s resources, 
he said.    He stressed 
that he got billions of 
the nation back by can-
celling the contract in 
2008 and then award-
ing it in accordance 
with the law.

India never to succeed in 
materializing its evil 

designs about Kashmir: 
AJK President

QUETTA: CM Balochistan Jam Kamal being briefed about prisons reforms and Quetta safe city project: Photo provided by 
information ministry

FM vows to continue 
efforts for peace, stability 

in Afghanistan
News Desk

ISLAMABAD:  Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Tuesday reaf-
firmed Pakistan s commit-
ment to continue its efforts 
for peace and stability in 
Afghanistan.

He was talking to an 
Afghan delegation led by 
Chai0rman of Hizb-e-Wah 
dat-e-Islami Muhammad 
Karim Khalili in Islam 
abad. The Foreign Minister 
expressed satisfaction over 
the progress in intra 
Afghan dialogue saying it 
provides a unique oppor-
tunity to the Afghan lead-
ership which must be 
seized for peace in Afgha 
nistan. Shah Mahmood Qu 
reshi regretted that India is 
acting as a spoiler in 
Afghanistan and we have 

presented irrefutable evi-
dence in this regard before 
the world community.

Referring to historic rela 
tions, the Foreign Minister 
said we are taking concrete 
steps for promotion of 
bilateral relations between 
the two countries. He said 
Pakistan has also intro-
duced a new visa policy to 
facilitate the Afghans. The 
Foreign Minister said 
Pakistan desires early but 
dignified return of the 
Afghan refugees to their 
homeland.

Muhammad Karim 
Khalili commended 
Pakistan s facilitation role 
in the Afghan peace pro-
cess. He also thanked 
Pakistani leadership and 
people for hosting the 
Afghan refugees over the 
last many decades. 

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: President 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK), Sardar Masood 
Khan has unequivocally 
stated that India will never 
succeed to materialize its 
dream of turning the terri-
tory of Jammu and Kash 
mir into Hindu Rashtra as 
people of Kashmir are 
determined to continue 
their struggle for freedom 
and the right of self-deter-
mination till the last drop 
of their blood.

This was stated by him 
while addressing – as a 
keynote speaker – a webi-
nar on “Marginalization of 
Kashmiris in the Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir by Indian Govern 
ment”, organized by the 
Islamabad Policy Research 
Institute (IPRI) on Tuesday. 
Other speakers at the event 
included former Senator 
Javed Jabbar, Chairperson 
Pakistan Peace and Culture 
Organisation Mishaal 
Hussain Malik and AVM ® 
Shahzad Chaudhry. Acting 
President IPRI, Brig. ® 
Raashid Wali Janjua hosted 
the event.

Sardar Masood affirm 
ed, “Despite India’s policy 

of irredentism and coloni-
alism, Kashmiris have 
vowed to continue their 
struggle for freedom and 
self-determination by giv-
ing their blood to keep the 
flame of liberty burning. I 
say with conviction that the 
truth will prevail, evil will 
be crushed, and the Indian 
criminals will be brought to 
justice.”

He said that the whole 
population of occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir has 
been under the siege of the 
Indian Army since August 
5 last year, and the occupa-
tion troops are ruthlessly 
engaged in crimes like the 
ethnic cleansing of the 
Kashmiri people, which are 
not only crimes against 
humanity but the war 
crimes as well. The AJK 
President said that the BJP-
RSS regime is taking sys-
tematic steps in Indian Occ 
upied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IOJK) to alter its demogra-
phy, its geography, its state-
hood, and the rights of the 
people of Kashmir recog-
nized by international law.   
“Jammu and Kashmir, as 
we knew it and as recog-
nised by the UN is disap-
pearing before our very 
eyes”.

Pakistan 
registers 

protest with 
Indian 

diplomat 
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
has summoned a senior 
Indian diplomat to register 
Pakistan’s strong protest 
over the ceasefire viola-
tions by the Indian forces 
along the Line of Control 
(LoC) on January 11.

The Foreign Office (FO) 
spokesperson in a state-
ment said that Pakistan 
registered a strong protest 
with the senior Indian dip-
lomat over ceasefire viola-
tions by Indian forces, 
resulting in serious inju-
ries to a 10-year-old boy 
along the LoC.

It read, “Due to indis-
criminate and unprovoked 
firing by the Indian occu-
pation forces in Nezapir 
Sectors of the LoC on 11th 
January 2021, 10 year old 
Muhammad Zaheer son of 
Muhammad Rafique, resi-
dents of Mohri village, sus-
tained serious injuries.”

The spokesperson said 
that the Indian forces 
along the LoC and the 
Working Boundary (WB) 
have been continuously 
targeting civilian popu-
lated areas with artillery 
fire, heavy-caliber mortars 
and automatic weapons.

Quetta safe city project: Jam 
Kamal dismays over delay 

in implementation

NAB should thank me 
for saving Rs600 billion 

of public: Shehbaz

Polio team 
attacked in 

Karak, a 
security 
official 

martyred
News Desk

QUETTA: Gunmen attack 
ed a polio team in Khyber 
Pukhtoonkhwa’s Karak 
and martyred a security 
official. Police said the secu 
rity official was guarding 
the polio team when attac 
ked by armed men. Howe 
ver, the polio team was 
unhurt during the attack.

The police official mar-
tyred in the attack identi-
fied as Junaid. The attack 
comes on the second day 
of the anti-polio drive 
across Pakistan.

A five-day national 
polio immunization drive 
began from Monday to 
vaccinate over 40 million 
children under the age of 
five across the country. A 
supplementary dose of 
Vitamin A drops will also 
be administered to chil-
dren aged 6 to 59 months 
during the campaign to 
help build general immu-
nity among susceptible 
children to protect them 
from polio and other dis-
eases.

According to the Pakistan 
Polio Eradication Program 
me, around 285,000 polio 
frontline workers will visit 
parents and caregivers at 
their doorsteps, adhering to 
strict coronavirus precau-
tionary measures and pro-
tocols while vaccinating 
children.

Inspector General of KP 
Police Sanaullah Abbasi, 
taking notice of the inci-
dent, said the policeman’s 
killers will be arrested 
soon. He said security was 
being provided to polio 
workers and resolved that 
they would soon make KP 
a polio-free province.

Asad Umar appeals public 
to take precautions until 
Covid-19 vaccine arrives

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Planning and 
Development, Asad Umar 
has urged people to follow 
Standard Operating Proced 
ures (SOPs) until Covid-19 
vaccine arrives in Pakistan.

While briefing media 
over coronavirus situation 
in country, Asad Umar said 
that government’s decision 
to impose smart lockdown 
proved to be beneficial in 
longer run. “We were asked 
not to impose smart lock-
down but we had to take 
that decision in wake of 
increasing coronavirus 
cases. Around 50 million 
people are daily wagers in 
Pakistan. More than 20 mil-
lion people suffered due to 
closure of businesses when 
we imposed nationwide 

lockdown. So we opened 
industries phase-wise 
keeping in view the situa-
tion,” he said.

Asad Umar added that 
people suffered immensely 
due to closure of construc-
tion industry so govern-
ment had to open it at earli-
est. “Second wave of coro-
navirus peaked in Nove 
mber and December in 
Pakistan. Now we have to 
protect ourselves from thi 
rd wave of virus. The vac-
cine arrival will take some 
time, so I request you all to 
follow precautionary meas-
ures meanwhile,” he said.

Pakistan has reported 41 
coronavirus deaths and 
2,408 new positive cases in 
one day. 

According to National 
Command and Control 
Center (NCOC), around 
2,408 cases of coronavirus 
were reported while 41 
people succumbed to the 
disease in the last 24 hours, 
taking the total death toll to 
10,717. The total number of 
confirmed cases reached to 
506,701.

Special Report

QUETTA: The year 2020 witnessed a 
record hike in the number of complaints 
regarding cyber crime cases across 
Pakistan. “The FIA disposed of 1,00,000 
complaints about cybercrime”, sources 
in the agency told Quetta Voice. Cases 
of cyber crime appear to be on a con-
stant rise after the increasing depend-
ency of human beings on information 
technology globally.

Reporting increased almost 5 times 
as compared to the previous year. The 
agency disposed of 1,00,000 com-
plaints till the end of 2020. The com-
plaints lodged at the Cybercrime Wing 
of FIA related to financial fraud, har-
assment, stalking and unauthorised 
access, they mentioned. The exact 
number of complaints lodged with the 

Wing was recorded 94, 227 across the 
country.

In view of the growing number of 
complaints, the FIA established spe-
cialized investigation units to deal 
with financial fraud, harassment, defa-
mation, women harassment, child por-
nography, and other high profile cases.

26 accused, 3 gangs involved in child 
pornography apprehended

The Cybercrime Wing of the agency 
lodged 24 FIRs and arrested 26 accused 
and busted 3 gangs involved in child 
pornography and exploration. Sources 
said this helped in decreasing the num-
ber of child pornography incidents in 
the country. The agency also strength-
ened its cooperation with Interpol, 
national crime bureau, Facebook and 
Whatsapp. The global companies 
responded to 191 requests out of a total 

214 with regard to cybercrime.
The FIA Cybercrime Wing intensi-

fied its operations and arrested 621 
accused, 22 gangs busted and 20,000 
electronic gadgets recovered across the 
country. The agency also arrested 22 
accused involved in BISP fraud and 4 
million recovered after registration of 
16 cases and 95 enquiries.

FIA establishes 4 new centers of 
cybercrime 

The FIA established 4 new centers of 
cybercrime and recruited 400 staff 
members to improve its performance 
and address the complaints of the 
masses.

Cybercrime Wing is ready and alert 
to protect the cyberspace of Pakistan 
against all financial, social and political 
breaches into the personal and national 
boundaries of Pakistan’s Cyberspace.

FIA Cybercrime Wing disposes of 1,00,000 complaints during 2020

Rulers’ days numbered: 
PDM Chief

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Chief of Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM), Maulana Fazal ur 
Rehman on Tuesday said 
rulers’ days numbered as 
masses rejected them. 
Speaking to reporters at 
Quetta airport, he said, 
“the political battle entered 
final stage and rulers will 
have to go”. 

The Chief of the 11-party 
anti-government alliance 

arrived in Quetta to address 
the opposition rally in 
Loralai, a northern city of 
Balochistan. Former prime 
minister, Syed Yousaf Raza 
Gailani, PML N leader 
Ahsan Iqbal, Mehmood 
Khan Achakzai and other 

leaders would also address 
the rally.

“Masses rejected selected 
rulers”, Maulana Fazal 

“Masses rejected selected 
rulers”, Maulana Fazal ur 
Rehman said. He said the 
anti-government alliance 
was representing the 
masses of the country who 
stand by the constitution 
and rule of law. 

When asked about inte-
rior minister Sheikh 
Rasheed‘s warning, Maula 

na said, “media should ask a 
serious question”. All arran 
gements have been final-
ized in Balochistan’s Loralai 
city about the PDM public 
meeting. Workers of com-
ponent parties of PDM have 
established a stage and 

colored the city with flags of 
allies parties to welcome 
their leaders. Security has 
also been tightened in 
Loralai to ensure peace on 
the eve of public meetings.

Maulana condemned 
Mach tragedy

Maulana Fazal ur 
Rehman also condemned 
the Mach tragedy and 
termed it a failure on the 
part of the government. 
“They claim that terrorism 
has been eliminated then 

how Mach incident took 
place”, he questioned. He 
said incidents of targeted 
killings were also going on 
in the tribal belt of the 
country. Had there been an 
implementation of the 
National Action Plan.
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Pakistan has the advantage of 
being a central point in the 
world’s geological history

The PM has recently 
announced the establishment 
of two new high altitude 
national parks in Gilgit-
Baltistan. However, the geo-
logical history of the areas 
adjoining these parks and 
their hidden potential to 
aggrandise Pakistan’s eco-
nomic growth remain highly 
under-investigated. Economic 
growth is not necessarily cre-
ated by fixed parameters of 
growth in developing coun-
tries. Rather, it needs to be 
sustainable based on demand-
led policy advice and innova-
tive ideas. In July 2020, the 
International Growth Centre 
published a book, A Little 
Book of Growth Ideas. It pre-
sents different ideas of eco-
nomic growth construing 
diverse themes. In Pakistan’s 
context, ‘geological heritage’ is 
a main theme that could kick-
start new vistas for economic 
growth.

Pakistan has the advantage 
of being a central point in the 
world’s geological history. The 

Kohistan terrane was an island 
arc like Japan before the Indian 
plate collided with the 
Eurasian plate around 50 mil-
lion years (myr) ago. This pre-
cious geological asset remains 
arcane so far. Similarly, the 
presence of pervasive marine 
fossils near Mianwali shows 
they were once part of an 
ancient sea. Acknowledging 
Pakistan’s crucial geotectonic 
significance, in 1995, the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology 
arranged a training course at 
the Institute of Geology, 
Punjab University, which I 
had the privilege to attend. 
Supervised by Prof Jean-
Pierre Burg and Dr David 
Spencer, the course high-
lighted how India, on the 
same plate as Madagascar 
some 115 myr ago, rifted from 
Antarctica and Africa and 
drifted towards Eurasia. As 
far as Pakistan-related post-
collisional tectonics is con-
cerned, one can trace Trans-
Himalayan batholith showing 
complex suture splits into two 
didactic strands. One is the 
Main Mantle Thrust and 
other bounds the Kohistan 
terrane. This split is itself a 
geological anomaly. It shows 

that Kohistan terrane has a 
separate geological history to 
India or the Asian continental 
mass. If these factors are com-
mercially highlighted, a large 
number of geologists and 
connoisseurs can be attracted 
from all over the world. The 
establishment of Kohistan 
National Geological Park, 
therefore, becomes a demand-
led policy advice.

The Salt Range is another 
area of extraordinary geologi-
cal significance in Pakistan. A 
geological appraisal from 
north to south of the suture 
zone to the foreland on the 
Punjab plains shows alluvial 
sediments called Siwaliks. 
Unusually deep thrusting has 
infiltrated far into the fore-
land basin to abruptly uplift 
the Salt Range. According to a 
Geological Survey of Pakistan 
report, the Salt Range is 
unique because it showcases a 
diverse variety of geological 
features and paleontological 
remains. This hidden treasure 
needs to be formally organ-
ised by establishing the Salt 
Range National Geological 
Museum.

The Chaman fault zone is 
another area of geotectonic 

anomalies in Pakistan. It runs 
down much of the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan border. 
This zone consists of long fault 
strands linking the Himalayan 
ranges to a zone of oceanic 
‘subduction’ in the Makran 
region. The geotectonic fea-
tures of this area are poorly 
understood because of diffi-
culties in carrying out field-
work. These justify the estab-
lishment of Makran National 
Geological Park as another 
demand-led policy advice.

In terms of economics, 
Pakistan has a comparative 
advantage in geological herit-
age. The same needs to be 
highlighted internationally. 
There are research funds 
available with international 
geological organisations and 
universities for research pro-
jects. These necessarily require 
fieldwork of the area which 
will boost the region’s eco-
nomic activity and tourism 
and provide disparate data for 
mineral discoveries. The 
establishment of geological 
parks may transform Pakistan 
into an international geotec-
tonic research center and act as 
a catalyst for economic growth 
in the short and long run.

Geological parks: a catalyst for economic growth

Quetta generates 1,200kgs solid waste every day
Muhammad Jehangir Kakar 

Solid Waste Management is a 
mandate of Local Councils 
under ‘Municipal Services’ as 
per Section 2 (xlvii) of Local 
Govt Act 2010. On average, 
more than 1200 kilograms of 
solid waste is generated every 
day in Quetta city whereas 
the lifting capacity of the 
Quetta Municipal Corporation 
is less than just half of what is 
produced. QMC has its own 
institutional and human 
resource constraints in com-
plementing the task con-
ferred on it legally.

Safe Polythene Management 
Strategy 2021 will be launched 
officially  from Jan 18

The Safe Polythene 
Management Strategy 2021 
will be launched officially on 
Monday, Jan 18, 2021. The 
Strategy commits to collect-
ing the polythene dispersed 
in the environment, the intro-
duction of forty-micron poly-
thene bags, and the social 
behavioral program in affect-
ing peoples attitudes making 
the civic base more respon-
sive. The Strategy is the first 
phase that will orient around 
the Quetta Valley and would 
subsequently be extended to 
other parts of the province. 
Polythene remains an envi-
ronmental challenge that 
needs to be strongly met out.

According to various sur-
veys, Polythene forms the 
major chunk of the solid 
waste when segregated. Of 
the various types of use of 
polythene bags, the low-qual-
ity polythene used for daily 

consumption is the most seri-
ous one. This low-quality pol-
ythene is used once and then 
is discarded to rest in the 
environment forever without 
any proper management. 
Polythene of this type chokes 
the sanitation lines and is 
never degraded affecting the 
environment forever.

The first challenge as poised 
in the strategy is the collec-
tion of the existing Polythene 
in the environment. A three-
p r o n g e d 
a p p r o a c h 
will target 
this sector 
segregating 
the city 
areas into 
three dif-
ferent cate-
gories.

First cate-
g o r y 
i n c l u d e s 
d r a i n s , 
solid waster 
dump sites, 
p u b l i c 
offices, schools 

The first category includes 
areas such as Drains/Nallas, 
Solid Waste Dump Sites, and 
Public Offices/Schools/ 
Colleges. The responsibility 
with regard to the collection 
of polythene from these areas 
will rest upon the QMC.

The next zone includes the 
business and commercial 
centers while picking the pol-
ythene from these areas will 
rest with the 
Anjuman.e.Tajiraan Quetta.

The last area from which 
existing polythene in the 

environment will be col-
lected will be the residential 
areas and the scenic spots. 
The responsibility shall here 
lie with the Civil Society 
Organizations namely BRSP, 
WESS, and Taraqee 
Foundations.

The strategy, therefore, 
gives a mixture of public, 
private, and civic sectors 
which together can cause a 
change in managing the 
issue of polythene safely.

Envi ron menta l 
Protection Agency 
has initiated 
‘ B a l o c h i s t a n 
Prohibition on 
Sale, Use and 
Import of 
Polyethylene Bags 
(Black or any other 
polyethylene bags 
below Forty 
Micron thickness 
single-ply) Bill 
2019’ on legally 
catering for the 
polythene. The Bill 
is pending 

approval of the Provincial 
Cabinet which shall soon be 
turned into a Law regulating 
this sector. The Bill specifies 
legally the thickness of the 
Polythene bags to be in no 
way less than 40 microns. 
Contravention to this specifi-
cation will attract penalties 
including imprisonment for 6 
months or imposition of a 
fine of up to 5 hundred thou-
sand rupees or both.

Illegal transportation of 
polythene is the biggest chal-
lenge 

The biggest challenge is the 

illegal transportation of poly-
thene in the province. The 
smuggling takes place from 
the international borders and 
the interprovincial trans-
boundary movement of the 
low polythene bags. The 
strategy takes cognizance of 
this challenge and fixes cer-
tain responsibilities on the 
organizations concerned 
namely the Pakistan FC and 
Pakistan Customs along with 
stringent measures to be 
emplaced by the District 
Administrations.

The strategy is vocal in 
detailing of recycling of the 
polythene where an Agent 
will be selected by the EPA 
who shall hold a license to 
collecting the polythene and 
then recycling it producing 
different items of use. The 
Agent shall abide by the guide-
lines issued by the 
Government.

The Strategy envisages con-
ducting professional research/
survey on the polythene phe-
nomenon in the city and its 
hazards to the environment 
and human health. The find-
ings of the research will fur-
ther refine and support the 
strategy.

The biggest challenge how-
ever will remain how to affect 
the peoples’ behavior making 
them more responsive. The 
Strategy does correspond to 
creating behavioral change 
but the same needs to be made 
more robust and intuitive.

The author is the Director-
General of Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
Government of Balochistan

The silent killer
Eric Shahzar

With the new vaccines coming 
in, the Covid-19 crisis will 
fade with time but air pollu-
tion is here to stay

When it comes to mitigating 
climate change, South Asia’s 
and specifically Pakistan’s 
track record has been well 
below par. We are the fifth 
most vulnerable country to 
climate change, two places up 
from last year. Global climate 
change is having an adverse 
impact on already climate-
stressed regions; and with the 
second Covid-19 wave dis-
rupting economies and crip-
pling healthcare systems, lit-
tle attention has been given to 
the climate crisis. The PTI 
government has been compla-
cent and congratulated itself 
on many occasions for intro-
ducing progressive initia-
tives. However, realistically 
the crisis is far from gone.

In 2017, a report by the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) indicated 
that by the year 2100, deadly 
chronic heat waves could turn 
some parts of South Asia com-
pletely uninhabitable. We 
may not be too alarmed by 
this report considering that 
humankind has more than 
eight decades left to do some-
thing about ecological disrup-
tion. However, there is even 
more serious trouble ahead 
for us. In Pakistan, all efforts 
have been in place to contain 
the Covid-19 crisis, and with 
political instability looming 
large, no one is talking about 
the relentless rise in air pollu-
tion levels — which is the new 
silent killer.

Traditionally, Lahore is con-
sidered as the most air-pol-
luted city in the country, with 
visible smog for almost quar-
ter of the year. However, in 

the first week of December, 
Karachi’s Air Quality Index 
(AQI) ranking, which meas-
ures air quality, placed the 
city as the most air-polluted 
in the world. Lahore was way 
down at number five, which 
usually wins the air quality 
charts. Despite the Covid-19 
lockdown restrictions, all the 
big metropolitan cities of the 
country are experiencing 
unprecedented levels of air 
pollution.

It is important to highlight 
that annually around 135,000 
deaths are attributed to air 
pollution in Pakistan while 
5.88% of GDP is the esti-
mated economic burden of 
this silent killer. With sub-
standard economic policies 
already manifesting acceler-
ated climate change in full 
swing and a relentless rise in 
air pollution levels is only 
adding fuel to fire.

Travelling on the motor-
way, especially in the Punjab 
region, we notice a chimney-
shaped building which 
releases black carbon with-
out any pause, day and 
night. These are called brick 
kilns, and around 20,000 of 
these kilns exist in Pakistan. 
They add to the staggering 
levels of air pollution. Black 
carbon is a powerful contrib-
utor to global climate 
change, possibly a close sec-
ond to carbon dioxide. The 
brick kiln sector is highly 
unregulated and no proper 
mechanisms are in place to 
tackle this.

Today, a brilliant zig-zag 
technology has been intro-
duced that reduces coal con-
sumption by 20% and carbon 
emissions by 40-60%. The 
smoke from kilns that 
employ zig-zag technology 
is almost white in colour 
with significantly low air 

pollution levels. Pakistan 
must move towards this new 
technology without any hes-
itation.

Deforestation is one of the 
pivotal reasons behind the 
incessant air pollution levels 
in Pakistan. Even after the 
Billion Tree Tsunami project, 
Pakistan still has one of the 
fastest deforestation rates in 
the region, and our forest 
cover has shrunk to an abys-
mal 5.7%. As per interna-
tional standards, countries 
must have a forest cover of at 
least 25% of total land, while 
cities must have a forest 
cover of at least 10%. In addi-
tion to this, let’s not forget 
how the Billion Tree Tsunami 
project has been marred 
with corruption allegations. 
Recently, the Supreme Court 
of Pakistan ordered for a 
comprehensive report on the 
project with highlights of the 
exact number of trees as well 
as the areas in which they 
have been planted.

For any progressive cli-
mate change initiative to 
become a reality, we need a 
robust budget for the minis-
try which is, as of now, being 
downgraded to a whole new 
level. In the federal budget of 
2020-21, not only did the cli-
mate change ministry fund-
ing get cut by over 34%, it 
also did not receive a single 
penny for any new initia-
tives. In other words, budg-
etary allocations for the min-
istry came down from Rs7.5 
billion in 2019-20 to Rs5 bil-
lion in 2020-21. The lion’s 
share — Rs4.9 billion (almost 
98% of the budget) — will go 
to the tree planting pro-
gramme which is already in 
hot waters. Unless and until 
the civil society changes its 
lifestyle and public transport 
is made more mainstream, 

chances of tackling air pollu-
tion seem remote. Why can 
we not introduce congestion 
charges for areas with heavy 
traffic flows? Many countries 
have a congestion tax in 
place which is not only 
reducing carbon emissions 
but is also generating tax 
revenue for the government. 
In 2019, under the supervi-
sion of Murtaza Wahab 
Siddiqui, the Sindh govern-
ment in collaboration with 
the Sindh Environmental 
Protection Agency (SEPA) 
launched a constructive ini-
tiative to cut carbon emis-
sions, but the project has 
vanished in thin air today. 
Vehicles emitting smoke and 
harming the environment 
were supposed to be fined by 
the authorities. What has the 
progress been so far? Do we 
have any statistics on this 
since last year? What we 
know is that an extremely 
detrimental air pollutant by 
the name of PM 2.5 is emit-
ted during the combustion 
of liquid fuels, such as for 
power generation and in 
vehicle engines. This type of 
air pollutant can get deep 
into the lungs and even enter 
the bloodstream. Exposure 
to these particles can affect a 
person’s lungs and heart, 
which can be fatal.

With the new vaccines com-
ing in, the Covid-19 crisis will 
fade with time but air pollu-
tion is here to stay. In a time 
in which people are already 
struggling to cope with the 
Covid-19 crisis, rising air pol-
lution clearly adds more fuel 
to fire. We must not, at all 
costs, downplay the long-term 
consequences of neglecting 
this silent killer. Reversing the 
relentless rise in air pollution 
is definitely an urgent need of 
the hour.

In its 50-year history as a province, suc-
cessive governments in Balochistan have 
failed to provide health facilities to the 
masses. It is woeful that the discussions 
around health policy receive little to no 
space on the agenda of political parties. 
The media continues to report the plight 
of government-run hospitals, polio, 
nutrition, and other issues. However, a 
meaningful debate in the media about 
the abysmal state of health services is 
virtually absent.
The result of this apathy is declining 
health indicators. For instance, maternal 
mortality rate, child mortality rate are the 
highest in Balochistan as compared to 
other parts of the country. Balochistan is 
the highest contributor, with an average 
of 785 out of 100,000 mothers dying in 
childbirth or related complications, while 
an average of 272 mothers dying in other 
provinces of Pakistan. Out of every 1,000 
children under the age of five, 111 die in 
Balochistan, while other provinces have 
an average of 49 deaths. The data is as per 
the Pakistan Health Demographic Survey 
(PHDS) 2014.
In the aftermath of the global outbreak of 
COVID19, the Balochistan government 
also increased the health budget and allo-
cated Rs. 32 billion to improve health indi-
cators. Most recently, Jam Kamal Khan 
led Balochistan government has 
announced to recruit doctors on a con-
tract basis to overcome the shortage of 
health professionals. Over 3,000 vacancies 
of male, female doctors from medical 
officers to specialist cadres are lying 
vacant for years in Balochistan. The 
Balochistan Public Service Commission 
(BPSC) has already launched a process of 
tests and interviews for the recruitment of 
over 1,000 doctors.
The process of recruitment takes over one 
year as per the BPSC procedures. And the 
government needs doctors on an emer-
gency basis in hospitals to battle the sec-
ond-wave of the novel coronavirus. The 
Young Doctors Association (YDA) 
Balochistan has rejected the government’s 
decision and coronavirus. They demanded 
appointments through BPSC. YDA has 
directed its members not to submit appli-
cations for appointments on a contract 
basis. This has created a new crisis. 
However, the solution is simple. The gov-
ernment needs to take all health profes-
sional bodies on board while making this 
decision functional. The doctors who have 
already applied through BPSC should be 
issued contract orders so that they could 
serve the ailing humanity and get paid 
until permanent orders. This will allow 
the government to implement its policies 
in the health department without strikes 
and agitation by doctors. The doctors too 
have to avoid agitation and strikes and 
avoid punishing patients.
Beyond politics, the government, politi-
cal parties, intelligentsia, health profes-
sionals, educationists must make health 
and education true priorities. Only then, 
this process can progress and living con-
ditions can improve.

Balochistan’s 
Healthcare Crisis
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QUETTA: Peoples sitting on local park on sunny day during cold day in provincial city. QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

ISLAMABAD: Visitors busy in purchasing jewelry and other stuff form a stall at Lak View Park. INP 
PHOTO

Rs 98, 000 imposed on 
shops over SOPs violation

News Desk

KARACHI: Admini stra-
tion has imposed fines of 
Rs 98,500 on twelve shops 
in Karachi’s South district 
over violation of the coro-
navirus standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs).

According to details, an 
operation was conducted 
in Saddar to ensure imple-
mentation over the COVID-
19 SOPs and timings. Four 
shops and a snooker club 
were sealed in the Napier 

area.
Deputy Commissioner 

South Irshad Ali said that 
violations regarding the 
coronavirus SOPs will not 
be tolerated.

On the other hand, 
Pakistan has reported 59 
deaths in the last 24 hours 
by novel coronavirus as 
the number of positive 
cases has surged to 490,476. 
The nationwide tally of 
fatalities has jumped to 
10,409. According to the 
latest figures.

News Desk

RAWALPINDI: The Parks 
and Horticulture Authority 
(PHA) Rawalpindi has sought 
the help of Rawalpindi 
Development Authority 
(RDA) and Cantonment 
Board to clear the space allot-
ted for public parks within 
the city from illegal occupa-
tions and encroachments and 
to make them regular natural 
green parks. 

In this regard, on the spe-
cial instructions of Advisor 
to the Punjab Chief Minister 
Asif Mehmood, work is 
underway to identify the 

location of such parks within 
the revenue limits of 
Rawalpindi Cantt. and RDA 
which had lost their shape 
for the last several years and 
had become mere waste of 
land.

Vice Chairman PHA Malik 
Abid Hussain stated during 
informal talks with a group 
of journalists here on 
Tuesday. 

He said that in this regard, 
with the cooperation of 
Station Commander 
Rawalpindi, PHA has relin-
quished the park which had 
been losing its identity for 
more than two decades in 

Tench Bhatta area of 
Rawalpindi Cantt. The work 
has begun to give this piece 
of land a shape of regular 
and natural green park. 

Malik Abid Hussain said 
that Chairman PHA and 
Station Commander 
Cantonment Board 

Rawalpindi have immedi-
ately completed all the for-
malities to decorate the park 
and make it natural green 
for general public and now 
work on it is in full swing. 

“The park covers an area 
of several kanals and is 
extremely valuable. 
Restoration of this park for 
the dense population of 
Tench Bhata will be the best 
New Year gift from PHA and 
Cantonment Board”, he 
added.  He said that the PHA 
would identify all pieces of 
land devoted for parks 
across the city and clear 
them from illegal occupation 

and encroachments. 
Not only this, the VC PHA 

mentioned, with the help of 
various industrial and com-
mercial organizations and 
philanthropists, these parks 
will be completely restored 
within a very short period of 
time to provide entertain-
ment facilities to the people. 
He said that these measures 
would not only help in elim-
inating the environmental 
pollution from our city but 
would also provide the best 
recreational facilities to the 
general public coupled with 
enhancing the beauty of the 
city.

Chinese companies need to 
invest in Pakistan with technology 

transfer: President ICCI

Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China substantially contributed to enhance 
Pakistan’s export in the recent year, says a report 
published by China Economic Net (CEN) on Monday.

Pakistan’s exports stood at $2.357 billion in 
December 2020, up 18.3 percent from $1.993 billion in 
the corresponding month of the previous year, which 
grew for the fourth consecutive month, according to 
data released by Pakistan Ministry of Commerce 
showed on January 1.

Pakistan achieved record exports in December 
2020 with a growth of 18 percent over the previous 
year. As per the report, Chinese scholar Prof. Cheng 
Xizhong commenting on it said, there are three main 
reasons for Pakistan’s substantial export growth.

First, this shows the resilience of Pakistani econ-
omy. It is a vindication of the government’s policy to 
keep the wheels of economy running during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The policies of the federal government of Pakistan 
are very wise, focusing on the prevention and con-
trol of the pandemic on the one hand and the eco-
nomic recovery on the other hand.

Judging from the current situation, the novel coro-
navirus pandemic in Pakistan has been effectively 
controlled. In this regard, Pakistan has done the best 
in South Asia.

At the same time, from the very beginning to now, 
the Imran Khan administration has strongly stressed 
on the importance of economy development, 
improvement of people’s livelihood, increase of 
exports, and maintenance of a good state of finance, 
and roll outed a series of policies and measures.

Second, the second phase of China-Pakistan Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) came into effect on December 
1, 2019.

The conclusion of the second phase of FTA 
between China and Pakistan is an important meas-
ure to further enrich the all-weather strategic coop-
erative partnership and enhance the level of trade 
liberalization and facilitation between the two coun-
tries.

Since then, Pakistan’s exports to China have 
increased rapidly. For example, Pakistan’s rice 
exports to China have increased from 1.3 percent in 
the past to 24.4 percent in 2020.

The Chinese government and people have a strong 
inclination for expanding trade between China and 
Pakistan. 

China substantially 
contributes to enhance 
Pakistan’s export: CEN

Business community pins 
high hopes with Maggo: 

PEW
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pak 
istan Economy Watch 
(PEW) on Tuesday said 
the business commu-
nity is pinning high 
hopes with newly-ele 
cted President of Fede 
ration of Pakistan Cha 
mbers of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI) 
Naser Hayat Maggo.

After years FPCCI 
got a president who 
has a vast experience 
and will to resolve the 
issues confronting 
traders and industrial-
ists, it said. 

He seems not to be 
very much interested 
in becoming a yesman 
of the government and 
will not waste all the 
time on useless meet-
ings and photo ses-
sions, said Dr. Murtaza 
Mughal, President 
PEW.

Rather, he will uti-
lize his expertise and 
energies to make life a 
little easy for the busi-
ness community by 
providing input to the 
government on critical 
economic issues, try to 

reduce the cost of 
doing business in a 
challenging environ-
ment and fully partici-
pate in the consulta-
tion about upcoming 
SME and other poli-
cies. 

Dr. Murtaza Mughal 
said that Naser Hayat 
Maggo is very con-
cerned about the 
power sector which is 
eating up a sizable part 
of the GDP since long. 

Now the power sec-
tor circular debt has 
surpassed the mark of 
Rs4.3 trillion while the 
gas sector circular debt 
has also jumped to 
hundreds of billions of 
rupees while the autho 
rities are tacking it by a 
continuously upward 
revision of the tariff. 

This policy has 
increased cost of doing 
business, made 
exports costly and 
damaged the budget of 
man on the street 
which is a great chal-
lenge for the govern-
ment while the busi-
ness community is 
looking forward to the 
Apex chamber to come 

forward and resolve 
this issue. 

He said that FPCCI 
should provide imple-
mentable recommen-
dations to the govern-
ment to improve tax 
structure, recover agri-
culture and trigger 
industrialization so 
that masses can get 
employment. 

Dr. Mughal said that 
Businessmen Panel 
won the election with a 
very thin margin and 
it may not make it in 
the next election if it 
failed to serve the 
business community. 
He said that FPCCI 
should provide imple-
mentable recommen-
dations to the govern-
ment to improve tax 
structure, recover agri-
culture and trigger 
industrialization so 
that masses can get 
employment.

Dr. Mughal said that 
Businessmen Panel 
won the election with a 
very thin margin and 
it may not make it in 
the next election if it 
failed to serve the 
business community.

UN asked to 
intervene to save 
South Asia from 

catastrophe
News Desk

SRINAGAR,: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, Hurriyat leaders 
and organizations includ-
ing All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference have called 
upon the United Nations to 
save South Asia from turn-
ing into a nuclear flash-
point and impending 
catastrophe by resolving 
the Kashmir dispute as per 
its Security Council resolu-
tions and aspirations of the 
Kashmiri people. 

According to Kashmir 
Media Service APHC 
General Secretary Molvi 
Bashir Ahmad on the com-
pletion of 72 years of the 
adoption of January 5, 1949 
UN Security Council reso-
lution, today, granting the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir the right to self-
determination, urged the 
UN to ensure the grant of 
right to self-determination 
to the Kashmiri people like 
it ensured it in East Timor 
and Southern Sudan. 

He pointed out that any 
illegal and immoral action 
by India cannot impact 
these resolutions. He said 
that the silence maintained 
by the World Body over the 
sufferings of the Kashmiri 
people was beyond com-
prehension. 

Molvi Bashir Ahmad 
said that Indian atrocities 
were going on in occupied 

Kashmir and people were 
sacrificing their lives on a 
daily basis but the interna-
tional community seems 
helpless vis-a-vis India. He 
called upon the world to 
hold a referendum in 
Kashmir in the light of the 
said UN resolution, adding 
that Kashmiris were losing 
one generation after 
another in pursuit of the 
same right.

Jammu and Kashmir 
Teh re ek- e -Mu za h a m at 
Chairman Bilal Ahmed 
Sidiqui terming the 
Kashmir dispute a big 
question mark on the cred-
ibility of United Nations 
said that the long pending 
dispute stands as a horri-
ble yardstick for the repu-
tation of world body. He 
said the UN resolution 
passed on 5th January 1949 
is bedrock for the people’s 
struggle for right to self 
determination. 

Bilal Sidiqui deplored 
that the world body has 
miserably failed to imple-
ment its own resolutions 
on Kashmir. He warned 
that because of this crimi-
nal negligence of UN, 
Kashmiris.

 have been facing geno-
cide at hands of Indian 
occupational forces. He 
said that the Kashmir dis-
pute has turned into a 
nuclear flash point 
between three atomic pow-
ers — Pakistan, India and 

Jamshoro 
police 

clueless 
about 

snatched 
truckload of 

rice bags
News Desk

KARACHI: Jamshoro poli 
ce have not yet found a 
clue to a truckload of rice 
bags, worth Rs6 million, 
snatched away near 
Nooriabad despite the pas-
sage of a month.

The rice-laden truck 
was on its way from 
Punjab to Karachi when it 
was snat ched near the 
Nooriabad area on 
December 04, according to 
the affected trader. The 
empty vehicle was found 
in Yousuf Goth the follow-
ing day. He said the whe 
reabouts of the driver of 
the truck are also 
unknown. The trader 
lamented the Jamshoro 
police have failed to trace 
the looted rice bags weigh-
ing 50 tonnes despite the 
passage of a month’s time. 
A first information report 
(FIR) was registered at 
Nooria bad police station,

Govt urged to give relief 
to carpet industry in sea, 

air freight to boost exports
News Desk

LAHORE: Senior Vice Chairman, Pakistan Carpet 
Manufacturers and Exporters Association (PCMEA) 
Riaz Ahmed Tuesday urged the government to give car-
pet industry a special relief both for sea and air freight so 
that volume of exports would be increased.

These views were expressed him in a Circle Committee 
Meeting of PCMEA held at Association’s Office here on 
Tuesday to discuss the issues faced by the carpet indus-
try.

The participants of meeting including Azeem Butt, 
Mian Attiq-ur-Rehman, Anwar Mahmood, Ali Asghar 
Chawla, Daniyaal Hanif, Faisal Saeed Khan, Muhammad 
Ali Iftikhar and Ali Manzoor Malik shared their views 
and presented different suggestions to resolve the issues 
being faced by carpet industry. 

Speaking on the occasion, Riaz Ahmed said that Trade 
Development Authority Pakistan (TDAP) should sup-
port carpet exporters through bearing 80 percent of 
expenditures of participation in international exhibi-
tions while on the other hand, exporters would spend 
only twenty percent of the total expenditures.  

He also informed the participants that TDAP recently 
offered them Netherlands as potential country for their 
carpet industry and if any member is willing PCMEA 
can further proceed with TDAP in this regard. 

The SVP PCMEA said due to Covid-19 physical exhibi-
tion is not workable as Domotex Hannover has cancelled 
2021 exhibition and announced their 2022 exhibition will 
be digital means virtual exhibition. 

Riaz Ahmed also requested the members to share 
their views for single country exhibition as well as 
revival of carpet industry.

Responding to his query, Faisal Saeed said single 
country exhibition proposal seems good and workable, 
likewise other members also endorsed that government 
may be requested as to how we can further work on the 
single country exhibition. 

Riaz Ahmed said PCMEA should have its permanent 
source of income so that this platform services may be 
properly utilized for carpet industry.

Later all the members present there unanimously 
agreed that against each carpet shipment sale precede 
income a 0.10% will be allocated and credited directly to 
the PCMEA carpet development fund account for the 
smooth working of this Institution formed for their 
rights.

NA-221 Bye-Election: Feb 
06, last date for 

applications receipt for 
postal ballot papers

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) has fixed February 06, 2021 as the last date for 
receipt of applications for postal ballot papers for Bye-
Election in constituency No.NA-221 Tharparkar-I. 

This facility, under the law, has been extended to the 
persons in Government service, members of Armed 
Forces, holders of public offices, their wives and such of 
their children as are registered voters and ordinarily 
reside with them provided they are stationed at a place 
other than the place in which their constituency is situ-
ated, persons with any physical disability who are una-
ble to travel and hold a National Identity Card with a 
logo for physical disability issued by the National 
Database and Registration Authority. Persons who are 
detained in prison or held in custody are also entitled to 
vote by postal ballot.

The persons appointed by the Returning Officer, 
including police personnel, for the performance of any 
duty in connection with an election at polling stations 
other than the one at which they are entitled to cast their 
vote are advised to apply for postal ballot to the 
Returning Officer within three days of their appoint-
ment. 

Applications for postal ballot should be made on the 
prescribed Form with the Returning Officer concerned 
of the constituency. Application Forms for postal ballot 
can be obtained from the said Returning Officer.

The voters to whom postal ballots are issued will not 
be entitled to vote in person at the polling stations.

The application should be forwarded/endorsed by the 
office/department of the voter concerned to guard 
against unauthorized person applying for postal ballot.
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AZERBIJAN: Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan, Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force called on Lt Gen Ramiz Tahirov, 
Commander Azerbijan Air Force. INP PHOTO

Lahore man confesses to 
murdering online taxi 

service driver
News Desk

LAHORE: Police have apprehended the suspected 
murderer of a young driver working for an online taxi 
service in Lahore

On January 5, the body of Muhammad Ali, 26, was 
found in Sandha area of the provincial capital.

Key suspect Tahir was the last passenger the 
deceased gave ride to the day he was murdered, 
according to the police. They said the police arrested 
him following information provided by his friend 
Mohsin, who is already in police custody.

In an initial statement he gave to the police, Tahir 
confessed to having murdered the taxi driver.

“I booked a ride to meet a girl. The driver asked me 
to get off his vehicle when it got late. I shot him over 
this dispute,” the police quoted the suspect as saying.

A police official said further investigation in light of 
the suspect’s statement is underway. Tahir had been 
on the run ever since the murder was reported.

During investigation, Mohsin, who is Tahir’s close 
friend, said he had booked the ride for Tahir that 
night.

PN demonstrates Live 
Weapon Firing at Arabian 

Sea
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: In an impressive firepower display, 
Pakistan Navy demonstrated combat readiness and war-
fighting capabilities through Live Weapon Firing at 
North Arabian Sea on Tuesday.

Navy Director General Public Relations (DGPR) said 
missiles and torpedoes launched from Pakistan Navy 
submarines successfully engaged intended targets.

Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi, chief guest of the ceremony, 
expressed satisfaction over the operational readiness of 
the Pakistan Navy fleet, a Navy spokesperson said. 

The CNS also commended officers and men for their 
commitment and professionalism.  The Admiral reas-
sured Pakistan Navy preparedness to thwart any aggres-
sion against Pakistan Maritime frontiers, Navy’s media 
wing said.

Osama Satti’s case 
handed over to Interior 

Minister, heirs should be 
satisfied as they are 

satisfied: PM
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan in a meet-
ing of the Federal Cabinet said that the Interior Home 
Minister should satisfy the heirs of Osama Satti as 
much as they are satisfied.
A meeting of the Federal Cabinet was held under the 
chairmanship of Prime Minister Imran Khan. The 
17-point agenda including political, economic and 
energy sectors was considered in the meeting and sev-
eral points were also approved.
During the meeting, the Energy Minister presented a 
report on power breakdown to the Cabinet and said 
that the faults in the system have been rectified.
The issue of investigation into the murder of Osama 
Satti was also discussed in the cabinet. The cabinet 
suggested that the parents of Osama Satti should con-
duct the investigation as they wish. Satisfy Osama 
Satti’s legacy as much as they are satisfied, strengthen 
your statement on every forum.
The Federal Cabinet also approved a bill relating to the 
powers of the Auditor General, exemption from tax 
and duties through general tendering of high speed 
diesel and declaration of FIA Commercial Banking 
Circle Lahore Police Station.
Sources said that the meeting decided to set up a four-
member committee on construction of multi-storey 
building in Nowshera and postponed the briefing on 
external funds besides loans.
The Cabinet also approved the appointment of Director 
General of Legal and Justice Aid Authority, appoint-
ment of new Administrator of National Medical 
Council and appointment of Board of Governors of 
Council for Science and Technology.
The Federal Cabinet also ratified the decisions of the 
last two meetings of the Cabinet Committee on 
Institutional Reforms, the Economic Coordination 
Committee and the decisions of the Cabinet Committee 
on Privatization.

Pakistan 
gives 

another 
practical 

proof of love 
for 

minorities: 
Ch. Sarwar

News Desk

LAHORE: Religious Touri 
sm and Heritage Comm 
ittee headed by Punjab 
Governor Chaudhry Sarw 
ar on Tuesday decided a 
master plan for the renova-
tion of the holy shrine of 
Maryamabad Church 
which is a gift for the 
Christian community.

According to details, 
Pakistan has given another 
practical proof of its love 
for minorities. The Religi 
ous Tourism and Heritage 
Committee headed by the 
Governor of Punjab, while 
giving a gift to the Chri 
stian community, decided 
on a master plan for the 
renovation of the Holy 
Mary. More than 1.2 mil-
lion people perform reli-
gious duties annually.

Punjab Governor Chau 
dhry Sarwar also annou 
nced to set up a filtration 
plant at Maryam abad Chu 
rch. Living rooms, hotels 
and other facilities would 
also be provided in 
Maryamabad.

Chaudhry Sarwar also 
directed to expedite the 
construction work of the 
road from Sheikhupura 
Road to Maryamabad. He 
said that talks were under-
way with the concerned 
agencies for the supply of 
electricity and gas in 
Maryamabad. The Gover 
nor Punjab said that pro-
tection of holy places of 
minorities is the responsi-
bility of the government, 
Pakistan is safe for minori-
ties and India has become 
the most insecure country.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Grand Health Alliance members hold protest rally. INP PHOTO

Arms, 
ammunition 

seized 
outside 
Lahore 

court, seven 
arrested 

INP NEWS

LAHORE: A large cache of 
arms and ammunition 
was recovered outside the 
main gate of the sessions 
court in Lahore.

According to the police, 
seven people were found 
carrying the arms and 
ammunition and subse-
quently, were taken into 
custody. They were shifted 
to Islampura police station 
where they will be 
quizzed.

According to the court’s 
security in-charge, Kalas 
hnikovs, five pistols, over 
1,200 bullets, and 15 hand-
gun magazines were seiz 
ed from their possession. 
The police have informed 
the sessions judge about 
the incident. Two of the 
suspects were identified 
as Imran and Riaz.

The northern areas of Pakistan 
are amongst the most beautiful 
parts of our planet. Here, nature 
can be witnessed in all its might 
and glory. The remoteness of 
this region has added to its 
mystique and aided in conser-
vation of the environment to 
some extent. But this isolation 
has also caused more hardships 
for the inhabitants of this land, 
and has hindered its develop-
ment. 

UNDP has been very active 
in the northern parts of the 
country, including Chitral in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province 
and the Gilgit Baltistan prov-
ince. Its interventions have 
focused on environment, disas-
ter risk reduction, environmen-
tally friendly tourism, empow-
ering the people, and providing 
them with livelihoods.

The drastic changes in the 
climate are wreaking devasta-
tion on glaciers the world over 
and Pakistan is no exception. 
The melting glaciers create 
lakes that can overflow, and 
cause tremendous devastation 
to lives and property.

To prevent this from happen-
ing a project by the name of 
Glacial Lake Outburst Floods 

(GLOF-I) was initiated a few 
years back by the Adaptation 
Fund. Now, with an investment 
of 36.9 million dollars by the 
Green Climate Fund,  GLOF-II 
is being implemented across 
the two provinces.

In addition to climate change, 
the increase in human popula-
tion has also adversely affected 
the environment. To reverse the 
effects of deforestation, thou-
sands of poplar and fruit-bear-
ing trees including cherry, 
apple and apricot have been 
planted all over the northern 
areas. 

These interventions have 
been managed through Improv 
ement of Central Karakoram 
National Park (CKNP) project 
(funded by the Italian Agency 
for Development Cooperation 
and Government of Italy), and 
the Pakistan Snow Leopard and 
Ecosystem Protection Progra 
mme– implemented through 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
and Snow Leopard Foundation.

Improving the living condi-
tions of the people has had pri-
mary importance in UNDP’s 
efforts. Provision of clean 
drinking water is a very impor-
tant aspect of these efforts. 

Numerous water treatment and 
purification plants and hydro-
ram pumps have been installed 
and water supply schemes have 
been put into place in various 
villages. 

These initiatives of CKNP 
and CCAM-II projects have 
been funded by Italian Agency 
for Development Cooperation, 
Government of Italy, and Global 
Water Challenge (CocaCola 
Foundation). 

Meanwhile, UNDP’s Amn-o-
Insaf program is working to 
ensure rule of law through 
strengthening institutions and 
citizens’ rights. It also works 
with the informal justice sys-
tem to resolve minor disputes at 
community level. This program 
is empowering women as well 
helping them reach decision 
making positions.

Funded by the US Bureau of 
International Narcotics and 
Law Enforcement Affairs (INL) 
Pakistan, United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID), and Government of 
Japan, the Amn-o-Insaf 
Programme currently covers 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Balochistan, Islamabad Capital 
Territory and Gilgit Baltistan in 
Pakistan. 

These areas have been a great 
tourist attraction for decades. 
Tourism industry has provided 
many people with a livelihood. 
To attract more tourists to 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, UNDP 
has introduced a concept of 
camping villages, through its 
Eco-tourism project. 
Environmentally friendly 
camping pods have been con-
structed in five districts of the 
province— Swat, Batagram, 
Bunir, Chitral and Buner.

A similar intervention has 
also been launched at Hoper 
Valley in Nagar, funded by the 
Global Environment Facility 
and implemented by the Snow 
Leopard Foundation wherein 
the Hoper Glacier viewpoint 
and Glamping site has been 
developed.

Author & photographer : 
Jamil Akhtar is an interna-
tional award-winning writer 
and photographer with exten-
sive experience in different 
aspects of communication. He 
is currently working as a con-
sultant for UNDP Pakistan. He 
can be reached at info@jami-
lakhtar.photography
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Tales from the Mountains
By Jamil Akhtar

Shahbaz Gill lists 
achievements of PM 

Imran’s Naya Pakistan
Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minster on 
Political Communication, Dr. Shahbaz Gill said on one 
hand that there is infamy of Broadsheet, theft, matter of 
being fugitive, Calibri and London flats while on the 
other, there is Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Naya 
Pakistan.

The SAPM took to Twitter on Tuesday and listed the 
achievements made by the country under Imran Khan 
which include two dams after sixty years, new contracts 
with IPPs, new Ehsaas surveys, continuous growth in 
economic export and remittances, digital payment sys-
tem, Roshan Digital Accounts and topping Asian stock 
markets.

Shahbaz Gill further added that the journey of a docu-
mented economy is ongoing in right direction for the 
first time, smuggling through Iran and Afghanistan has 
reduced by 65 percent due to better government steps 
and official trade has increased by the same numbers, 
and import duty has increased owing to the FBR’s efforts 
benefitting the national exchequer by billions of rupees.

Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China rejected and condemned the U.S’s recent 
move lifting “self-imposed restrictions on the U.S.-
Taiwan relationship.

A spokesperson of the Chinese Foreign Ministry Zhao 
Lijian said here at a news briefing that

there is but one China in the world. The People’s 
Republic of China is the sole legal government repre-
senting the whole of China. Taiwan is an inalienable part 
of the Chinese territory. This is a fact recognized by the 
international community and a basic norm of interna-
tional relations.

He added, “U.S. government made a solemn commit-
ment to the Chinese side on the question of Taiwan. The 
China-US Joint Communiqué on the Establishment of 
Diplomatic Relations, released on December 16, 1978, 
clearly stipulates that 

“The United States of America recognizes the 
Government of the People’s Republic of China as the sole 
legal Government of China. 

Within this context, the people of the United States 
will maintain cultural, commercial, and other unofficial 
relations with the people of Taiwan.” The United States 
should honor its commitment and not misinterpret or 
deviate from it under any pretext.

The so-called “Taiwan Relations Act” severely violates 
the one-China principle, the three China-US joint com-
muniqués and basic norms of international relations. 
The Chinese government is firmly opposed to it right 
from the start. 

It is the one-China principle and the three China-US 
joint communiqués that the United States should abide 
by when it comes to issues relating to Taiwan, not the 
unilaterally-concocted “Taiwan Relations Act”.

The Chinese people is firmly determined to safeguard 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. We will never allow 
anyone or any force to stand in the way of national reuni-
fication or to meddle in China’s domestic affairs with 
Taiwan as a pretext. Actions that harm China’s core 
interests are futile and will be met with resolute 
responses.

The Taiwan question remains the most important and 
sensitive issue at the core of China-U.S. relations. The 
one-China principle is the political foundation of bilat-
eral relations and the precondition for establishing and 
developing diplomatic relations. 

Lyari Gang War kingpin 
Uzair Baloch acquitted in 

another case
INP NEWS

KARACHI: The ses-
sions court on Tuesday 
acquitted Lyari gang 
war kingpin Uzair Balo 
ch in kidnapping and 
murder case of a citizen 
for want of evidence.

Uzair Baloch has 
been acquitted in four 
cases of heinous crimes 
in last week.

Defence lawyer said 
that no eyewitness 
appeared before the 
court, while the prose-
cution was silent over 
the culprits involved in 
the murder. “The police 
found the dead body 
and didn’t identify the 

slain person,” the 
counsel said.

“The murder took 
place in Kalri area on 
March 13, 2013, while 
the case was registered 
on March 17,” Uzair 
Baloch’s lawyer said. 
“Police nominated my 
client in the case on 
political grounds, who 
didn’t commit it,” the 
counsel said.

“My client was nom-
inated in murder case 
over the statement of a 
police official, who was 
not present at the crime 
scene,” lawyer further 
said. The witness poli 
ceman recorded his sta 
tement to the investiga-

tion officer but failed to 
appear before the court 
as witness, the defence 
lawyer said.

“Deceased Noshad 
was abducted from 
Chakiwara area and 
was kept at a cell where 
Uzair Baloch and other 
accused were present,” 
according to the prose-
cution’s charge sheet. 
“Uzair Baloch ordered 
his men for killing the 
victim,” prosecution 
stated. An anti-terror-
ism court had earlier 
accepted an application 
moved by the accused 
seeking his acquittal in 
the two other cases 
related to attempt.

Dense fog con-
tinues to blanket 
parts of Punjab

News Desk

LAHORE: Dense fog has 
blanketed several cities of 
Punjab including Lahore 
on night between Monday  
and Tuesday, badly disrupt 
ing the road traffic and 
paralysing routine life.

According to details, the 
visibility has dropped to 
zero on main roads across 
the province and the 
Motorway M4 section from 
Pindi Bhattian to Shamkot 
has been closed for all kind 
of traffic. The dense fog 
has also disrupted flow of 
traffic in Faisalabad, Sargo 
dha, Pak pattan, Sahiwal, 
Rahim Yar Khan and their 
surrounding areas as visi-
bility was very low.

China rejects US’s move 
lifting restrictions on its 
relations with Taiwan

IEP holds CPD for young 
Engineers on Aviation 

Electronics
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Institution of Engineers, Pakistan 
Rawalpindi, Islamabad Centre (IEP-RIC) organized here 
a Continued Professional Development (CPD)-lecture on 
Aviation Electronics (Communication & Navigation 
Equipment) for the benefit of young engineers. 

The event was conducted by Engr Ahmad Shamim 
and Gp Capt ® Engr Najamuddin, Secretary IEP-RIC 
was the Resource Person on the occasion, who explained 
various technical aspects of Aviation Electronics with 
special reference to Communication and Navigation sys-
tem. 

Gp Capt ® Najamuddin shared with the participants 
his vast experience and rich knowledge in the field of 
Electronics and Communication and briefed them about 
the basics of Air space management and Air Traffic 
Control system (ATC).  

He explained the functioning of different elements of 
Civil Aviation Authority with emphases on ATC Eqpt. 
Also details of evolution of Aviionics Eqpt and compo-
nents on board Commercial Aircraft was elaborated.

After the lecture Question-Answer session was held 
that reflected the keen interest of the young engineers to 
keep them abreast with the new developments in the 
field of aviation electronics.  


