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News Desk

QUETTA: Most parts of 
the country have wit-
nessed a major power 
breakdown on Saturday 
night. Major cities of 
the country including 
Karachi, Lahore, 
Quetta, and other areas 
plunged into darkness. 
News channels 
reported that 80 per-
cent area of Karachi, the 
country’s largest city 
plunged into the dark-
ness. Federal Minister 
Information, Shibli 
Faraz said technical faul 
t at NTDC has caused 
major power breakdown 

in the country. The min-
ister took to Twitter and 
said efforts are on to 
restore power supply.
The spokesman of the 
power division in 
Islamabad termed tech-
nical fault as the main 
reason behind major 
power breakdown. The 
frequency fallen from 
50% to 0%, the Spokes 
man stated.
On a war-footing basis, 
efforts are on to restore 
power supply to all parts 
of the country.
Most parts of Baloc 
histan plunged into 
darkness In Balochistan, 
Quetta, Pishin, Sibi, 

Mastung, Kalat, and 
other parts of the prov-
ince suddenly plunged 
into darkness. The offi-
cials initially termed 
technical fault as the 
underlying reason behi 
nd the sudden major 
power breakdown in the 
country. The sources in 
Quetta Electric Supply 
Company (QESCO) told 
Quetta Voice that power 
supply to the provincial 
capital and in over two 
dozen districts of 
Balochistan. They said 
that a technical fault at 
Guddo transmission 
line has caused the dis-
ruption of the power 

supply to most parts of 
Balochistan.
Apart from Balochistan, 
major power break-
down has also been 
reported from Islama 
bad, Rawalpindi and 
other parts of the coun-
try. Most parts of 
Balochistan plunged 
into darkness
In Balochistan, Quetta, 
Pishin, Sibi, Mastung, 
Kalat, and other parts of 
the province suddenly 
plunged into darkness. 
The officials initially 
termed technical fault 
as the underlying rea-
son behind the sudden 
major power break-

down in the country. 
The sources in Quetta 
Electric Supply Compa 
ny (QESCO) told Quetta 
Voice that pow er sup-
ply to the provincial 
capital and in over two 
dozen districts of Baloc 
histan. They said that a 
technical fault at Guddo 
transmission line has 
caused the disruption 
of the power supply to 
most parts of Baloc 
histan.Apart from Balo 
chistan, major power 
breakdown has also 
been reported from 
Islamabad, Rawalpindi 
and other parts of the 
country.

News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Indian 
army troops resorted to 
unprovoked ceasefire 
violation in Baroh and 
Khanjar Sectors along 
Line of Control (LoC), 
said Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) 
in a statement on 
Sunday.

According to the arm 
y’s media wing, the 
Indian troops deliber-
ately targeted the civil-
ian population with mo 
rtars and automatics.

Due to the Indian 
army indiscriminate 

fire, two elderly citi-
zens of same family 
sustained injuries, said 
the ISPR. The injured 
have been evacuated to 
a nearby hospital for 
necessary medical 
treatment.

These are the first 
two civilians casualties 
this year. Indian troops 
have committed 38 
ceasefire violations 
since Jan 1.

Due to the Indian 
army indiscriminate 
fire, two elderly citi-
zens of same family 
sustained injuries, said 
the ISPR.

PML-N not to leave field 
open over Senate elections, 

by-polls

QUETTA: A view of city plunged into darkness after major power breakdown in Pakistan: Photo taken from 
social media

Mumbai case trial 
stalled due to India’s 

reluctance: FO
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign 
Office reiterated on Sunday 
that Pakistan is fully abid-
ing by its own statutes and 
fulfillment of its interna-
tional obligations.

In a statement, spokes-
person Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhri said investiga-
tions, prosecutions and 
subsequent convictions, 
through due process, are a 
reflection of effectiveness 
of Pakistan’s legal system, 
which operates independ-
ent of any extraneous fac-

tors or influences.
“The legal process in the 

‘Mumbai Case’ remains 
stalled due to reluctance by 
Indian side to send wit-
nesses for cross examina-
tion by Pakistani court,” he 
pointed out.

“The State Department 
is encouraged to reserve its 
concern for the active aid-
ing, abetting, planning, 
promoting, financing & 
execution of terrorist activ-
ities by India for which 
sufficient irrefutable evi-
dence has already been 
provided.”

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) was seemingly 
not inclined to leave the 
field open for its rivals as 
far as the coming by-polls 
and the Senate elections 
are concerned, sources 
said on Sunday.

The party has started 
deliberations upon the 
names of the potential can 
didates for the Senate elec-
tions. Though the anti-
government alliance, Paki 
stan Democratic Move 
ment (PDM), had collected 
resignations from the leg-
islators of the component 
parties in a swift cam-
paign, now the opposition 
alliance is going to decide 
that those PDM parties 
which have a presence in 
the assemblies will fully 
participate in the by-polls 
as wells as elections for 
the Upper House of the 
Parliament.

It is being told that the 

PML-N had also started its 
preparations for the Sena 
te elections with Pervaiz 
Rashid, Raja Zafarullah 
Haq, Mushahidullah and 
others’ names have been 
shortlisted.

The PML-N is poised to 
win four Senate seats from 
Punjab. The party in the 
first phase has decided to 
get Pervaiz Rashid re-
elected as a senator from 
Punjab.

However, the final list of 
candidates will be annou 
nced after the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) will release the 
schedule of the elections 
for the Upper House of 
Parliament. Still, the party 
list of candidates will be 
forwarded to PML-N 
Quaid Nawaz Sharif for 
his consent. 

However, the final list of 
candidates will be 
announced after the 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) will 
release the schedule of the 

PM lauds 
taxpayers as 

receipts 
surpass 

Rs2,205bn in 
first half of 

FY21
Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Tax collec-
tion surpassed Rs2,205 bil-
lion during the first half of 
the current fiscal year, 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan was informed on 
Sunday.

During a meeting today, 
the prime minister was 
briefed on “positive out-
comes” of tax reforms and 
informed that the number 
of taxpayers saw an incre 
ase due to these reforms.

The meeting was told 
that the tax collection sys-
tem is being automated and 
taxpayers being given 
incentives.

It was stated that the new 
digital taxation system will 
enhance transparency and 
help check corruption and 
tax evasion. Tax form has 
been simplified for small 
and medium enterprises by 
reducing its pages from five 
to one and entries from 200 
to just 24. Sales tax receipts 
also witnessed an increase 
due to the reforms. Prime 
Minis ter Khan lauded the 
auth orities for bringing 
about much-needed reforms 
in the taxation system. The 
taxpayers are the benefac-
tors of the country, who 
deserved applause, he 
opined.

He called for measures to 
enhance the number of tax-
payers in the country.

Finance Minister Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh, Inform ation 
Minister Shibli Faraz and 
Industries Minister Hamm 
ad Azhar, Advisor to PM on 
institutional reforms Dr Ish 
rat Hussain. , Special Assi 
stant on Reven ue Dr Waqar 
Maso od, Chairman of 
Federal Board of Revenue 
Javed Ghani and relevant .

Major Power breakdown 
across Pakistan

Two elderly citizens 
injured in Indian firing 

at LoC: ISPR

NTDC 
announces 

to form 
committee 
for inquiry 

into massive 
power 

breakdown
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: National Tra 
nsmission and Despatch 
Company (NTDC) on Sun 
day has announced to form 
a committee for inquiry 
into massive power break-
down.

According to details, 
NTDC told that the fre-
quency level had dropped 
to zero from 50 in less than 
a second due to tripping in 
high transmission system 
following a technical fault 
at Guddo Thermal Power 
Plant at 11:41pm on 
Saturday night.

This glitch caused shut-
down of other power 
plants plunging parts of 
the country into darkness, 
the company representa-
tive added. NTDC further 
told that initial report over 
the blackout has been pre-
pared.  

Government puts Rs. 
2m bounty on arrest of 
terrorists involved in 
coal miners killings

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan 
government has announ 
ced head bounty of Rs. 
2m on the arrest of terror-
ists involved in the killing 
of coal miners. In a press 
release, the Counter-Terro 
rism Department (CTD) 
has said the name of the 
person providing infor-
mation about the terror-
ists would be kept secret.

Gunmen had killed 11 
coal miners in 
Balochistan’s Mach area 
six days back. The victims 
belonged to the ethnic 
Shia Hazara community. 
The killing prompted the 
Hazara community to 
stage a sit-in in the 
Western Bypass area of 
Quetta. The community 
has been staging a sit-in 
for the last six days to 
mourn the killing of coal 
miners.

CTD registers case 
against terrorists in 

Naseerabad station 
The CTD has already 

lodged a case against 
unknown terrorists in 
Naseerabad police sta-
tion. The case registered 
on the part of Station 
House Officer (SHO) CTD 
Naseerabad.

In the meantime, the 
district administration 
Quetta has asked the pro-
testing Hazara commu-
nity to end the ongoing 
sit-in. The blockade has 
caused the worst traffic 
jam and there are looming 
security threats to the 
protesters, an official 
handout issued by the 
district administration 
said.

The administration also 
asked the heirs to come 
forward and submit their 
details with regard to 
compensation. However, 
the Hazara community 
has continued its protest 
against the killing of coal 
miners.

Education Desk

QUETTA: Secretary Education 
Balochistan, Sher Khan Bazai 

on Friday said the government 
has decided to issue permanent 
app ointment orders to over 
1,400 female teachers of Global 
Part nership for Education 
(GPE). “We have initiated a sum-
mary for approval of appoint-
ments”, Mr. Bazai told Quetta 
Voice in an exclusive interview.

Over 1,400 female teachers 
have been protesting for the issu-
ance of permanent orders for the 
last more than two weeks. The 
protesting teachers had ended 
their strike outside Quetta Press 
Club following an assurance by 
the Balochistan education minis-
ter, Sardar Yar Muhammad Rind.

Over 1,400 female teachers 
recruited through GPE in 
Balochistan 

Over 1,400 female teachers 
recruited through a testing ser-
vice under the GPE project dur-

ing 2015. Under the agreement, 
the Balochistan government had 
agreed to make around 1,000 
girls’ schools functional and reg-
ularize the teachers.

However, currently, the gov-
ernment had stopped payment 
of salaries to the protesting 
teachers. “We will issue them 
orders within a week”, Sher 
Khan Bazai mentioned. He said 
the minister of education has 
already assured and that the 
final summary for appointment 
would be approved by the Chief 
Minister Balochistan.

Female teachers be issued 
orders soon: Sardar Rind 

“Government needs female 
teachers and I assure you that 
we will issue your orders”, 
Sardar Rind told the protesting 
teachers outside Quetta Press 
Club. Apart from this, the pro-

cess of appointment orders of 
over 9,000 teachers in 
Balochistan under CTSP is also 
in the final stage.

The education department has 
issued appointment orders to 
over two dozen districts in 

Balochistan for teaching and 
non-teaching staff. “We will 
gradually overcome the issue of 
shortage of teachers”, the 
Secretary of education 
Balochistan stated. The educa-
tion department has issued 

appointment orders to over two 
dozen districts in Balochistan 
for teaching and non-teaching 
staff. “We will gradually over-
come the issue of shortage of 
teachers”, the Secretary of edu-
cation Balochistan stated.

GPE Female Teachers Balochistan To Be Issued Orders: Secretary Education

First polio campaign of 2021 to 
begin tomorrow across 

Balochistan

Health Desk

QUETTA: First anti-polio 
campaign of the year 2021 
would begin in all 33 dis-
tricts of Balochistan from 
tomorrow (Monday). 
Rashid Razzaq, the Chief 
of Emergency Operation 
Cell (EOC) said all arra 
ngements finalized and 
thousands of teams form 
ed to launch campaign in 
the province.

Over 2.4 million chil-
dren under the age of five 
years would be adminis-
tered anti-polio drops in 
Quetta and other 32 dis-
tricts of Balochistan, Mr. 
Razzaq informed. The 

new campaign has come 
after Balochistan reported 
26 cases of the crippling 
virus during the year 2020.

Quetta, Pishin, Killa 
Abdullah reported 16 out 
of 26 polio cases last year 

Sources in the health 
department said 16 out of a 
total of 26 cases reported 
from Quetta, Pishin, and 
Killa Abdullah districts of 
Balochistan. The three dis-
tricts considered to be 
high-risk areas when it 
comes to the presence of 
poliovirus. 10,533 teams 
have been formed to make 
sure the success of the 
anti-polio campaign. The 
children would be pro-

vided polio drops at 
national highways, rail-
way stations, and airports. 
“Religious scholars and 
political parties role cru-
cial in battling the poliovi-
rus“, Rashid Razzaq said.

Committees formed to 
convince parents refusing 
polio drops to their chil-
dren  

The government has 
also formed committees 
comprising religious schol 
ars, tribal elders, and poli 
tical figures to convince 
the parents refusing polio 
drops to their children 
under the age of five years.

Security has also been 
tightened across.

Man shot dead in 
Provincial Capital

Our Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Armed man 
gunned down one per-
son and fled the scene 
here in the provincial 
capital on Sunday.

According to details, 
the incident took place 
at Eastern Bypass of 
Quetta where accused 
shot dead 35-year-old 
Shabeer Ahmad s/o 
Muhammad Yousaf 
Rind. by unknown 
assailants. 

The accused fled the 
scene after commit-
ting the crime and the 
body was shifted to 
hospital for postmor-
tem, The body was 
handed over to their 
relatives after the nec-
essary method, 
However the reason 
behind the incident 
yet to known.  

The police after reg-
istering a case into the 
incident started raids 
to arrest the culprits.
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Pakistan has the advantage of 
being a central point in the 
world’s geological history

The PM has recently 
announced the establishment of 
two new high altitude national 
parks in Gilgit-Baltistan. 
However, the geological history 
of the areas adjoining these 
parks and their hidden potential 
to aggrandise Pakistan’s eco-
nomic growth remain highly 
under-investigated. Economic 
growth is not necessarily cre-
ated by fixed parameters of 
growth in developing countries. 
Rather, it needs to be sustainable 
based on demand-led policy 
advice and innovative ideas. In 
July 2020, the International 
Growth Centre published a 
book, A Little Book of Growth 
Ideas. It presents different ideas 
of economic growth construing 
diverse themes. In Pakistan’s 
context, ‘geological heritage’ is a 
main theme that could kick-start 
new vistas for economic growth.

Pakistan has the advantage of 
being a central point in the 
world’s geological history. The 
Kohistan terrane was an island 

arc like Japan before the Indian 
plate collided with the Eurasian 
plate around 50 million years 
(myr) ago. This precious geologi-
cal asset remains arcane so far. 
Similarly, the presence of perva-
sive marine fossils near Mianwali 
shows they were once part of an 
ancient sea. Acknowledging 
Pakistan’s crucial geotectonic 
significance, in 1995, the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology 
arranged a training course at the 
Institute of Geology, Punjab 
University, which I had the priv-
ilege to attend. Supervised by 
Prof Jean-Pierre Burg and Dr 
David Spencer, the course high-
lighted how India, on the same 
plate as Madagascar some 115 
myr ago, rifted from Antarctica 
and Africa and drifted towards 
Eurasia. As far as Pakistan-
related post-collisional tectonics 
is concerned, one can trace 
Trans-Himalayan batholith 
showing complex suture splits 
into two didactic strands. One is 
the Main Mantle Thrust and 
other bounds the Kohistan ter-
rane. This split is itself a geologi-
cal anomaly. It shows that 
Kohistan terrane has a separate 
geological history to India or the 

Asian continental mass. If these 
factors are commercially high-
lighted, a large number of geolo-
gists and connoisseurs can be 
attracted from all over the world. 
The establishment of Kohistan 
National Geological Park, there-
fore, becomes a demand-led pol-
icy advice.

The Salt Range is another area 
of extraordinary geological sig-
nificance in Pakistan. A geologi-
cal appraisal from north to south 
of the suture zone to the fore-
land on the Punjab plains shows 
alluvial sediments called 
Siwaliks. Unusually deep 
thrusting has infiltrated far into 
the foreland basin to abruptly 
uplift the Salt Range. According 
to a Geological Survey of 
Pakistan report, the Salt Range is 
unique because it showcases a 
diverse variety of geological fea-
tures and paleontological 
remains. This hidden treasure 
needs to be formally organised 
by establishing the Salt Range 
National Geological Museum.

The Chaman fault zone is 
another area of geotectonic 
anomalies in Pakistan. It runs 
down much of the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border. This zone con-

sists of long fault strands linking 
the Himalayan ranges to a zone 
of oceanic ‘subduction’ in the 
Makran region. The geotectonic 
features of this area are poorly 
understood because of difficul-
ties in carrying out fieldwork. 
These justify the establishment 
of Makran National Geological 
Park as another demand-led pol-
icy advice.

In terms of economics, Pakistan 
has a comparative advantage in 
geological heritage. The same 
needs to be highlighted interna-
tionally. There are research funds 
available with international geo-
logical organisations and univer-
sities for research projects. These 
necessarily require fieldwork of 
the area which will boost the 
region’s economic activity and 
tourism and provide disparate 
data for mineral discoveries. The 
establishment of geological parks 
may transform Pakistan into an 
international geotectonic 
research center and act as a cata-
lyst for economic growth in the 
short and long run.

Like Opinion & Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on 
all our daily pieces.

Geological parks: a catalyst for economic growth

Wars in the digital age
Shahzad Chaudhry

The centre-piece of a modern fight-
er’s cockpit are three glass displays 
of 8x10 inches
Let me transport you to the cockpit 
of a modern fighter aircraft which 
is joining combat. He may be alone 
or in the company of similar plat-
forms in similar cockpits. He car-
ries on his aircraft a mix of missiles, 
long and short range, possibly a tar-
geting pod if the mission is so 
intended, jammers and electronic 
warfare suites which act as his pro-
tection from the enemy intending 
harm. In a formation each acts as 
the mother-ship and is autonomous 
in decision-making even when tied 
to a plan. The fluid dynamics of 
aerial combat in multi-bogey (many 
vs many) environment means that 
every moment calls for a new deci-
sion in fulfillment of the intended 
plan. The February 2019 skirmish 
exhibited these attributes.

How does that happen? Earlier 
the Radar controllers on ground 
and pilots communicated to build 
the air picture facilitating tactical 
decisions. Not now. The combat 
controller broadly monitors an 
engagement but will come in only 
when a threat emerges, otherwise 
pilots conduct their combat plan in 
silence. Located in the nose-cone of 
the aircraft is an onboard radar 
which lies at the heart of autono-
mous engagements. It looks into a 
cone of 120-150 degrees with requi-
site power to scan the area ahead 
for targets and the air situation up 
to ranges averaging 150-200 miles 
— this is a measure of the KWs 
power in electromagnetic energy 
generated by the radar in the nose 
cone. Extend 150 degrees at 150 
miles and see the airspace it covers. 
It is immense. Imagine the data 
being triggered by this one radar. 
Each formation member generates 
similar quantum of data corre-
sponding to his own scanned air-
space.

The centre-piece of a modern 
fighter’s cockpit are three glass dis-

plays of 8x10 inches each which act 
as the control panel. At least one is 
dedicated to the Radar which dis-
plays the air picture in recognisable 
symbols identifying potential tar-
gets and their flight parameters. 
There is a perpetual updation of the 
picture as each aircraft, target or 
own, moves or turns or begins a 
tactical manoeuvre. The data thus 
is not only enormous it is constantly 
dynamic. Cumulatively it becomes 
a data-bank impossible to sift for 
the pilot. This is when onboard 
computer-processors come handy. 
Sometime pilots import or export 
data to each other or with the 
AEW&C platform to complement 
the air picture for a full view and to 
wholesomely plan their engage-
ment even as they close on the 
enemy aircraft at top speeds. Ideally 
weapons must be delivered and the 
enemy destroyed at ranges beyond 
visual or barely within visual. 
That’s the aim though it may not 
always turn out that way. It is criti-
cal though to enter combat with a 
clearly stated plan. This is done 
without verbal communication 
through the shared data screens.

Modern fighters will have two to 
three such onboard computers each 
with distinct responsibility and 
function which also enable redun-
dancy for more critical operations 
and aircraft safety if one were to go 
down. The radar is not the only 
source generating data; the elec-
tronic suite too is constantly receiv-
ing information and displaying that 
to the pilot of what threat could be 
of concern. That too marries into 
the total data. All weapons are 
slaved to the radar and are in con-
stant communication while homing 
their seekers on the threat and cal-
culating their optimum attack pro-
files to the target were the pilot to 
authorise release of one.

This is when the Fire Control 
System or the onboard computer 
takes over: it prioritises the threat, 
identifies the most optimal firing 
solution and lets the pilot do the 
rest. Pilot’s responsibility is to grasp 

the air situation, plan his engage-
ment based around the instant air 
situation and allocate responsibili-
ties and targets for others if he hap-
pens to be in command of the for-
mation, and execute the plan fulfill-
ing his responsibility. The plan 
must be in place before he enters 
combat even if it remains a beyond-
visual-range engagement. That 
itself will consume all his attention 
and focus. Information in the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum travels at the 
speed of light and he needs his 
mind to work as fast to keep pace 
with constantly developing air situ-
ation, evaluating his plan and exe-
cuting it.

This is what digitisation and inte-
gration has done to combat and 
cumulatively to war. The world of 
ones and zeroes creates a common 
language in a source coded algo-
rithm that enables synergy and per-
fection in the solutions to the mani-
fest situations of a dynamic multi-
ple-axes combat. At the same time 
the pilot is being helped with a fully 
integrated, autonomously priori-
tised, optimally proposed and effi-
ciently drawn geometry that he can 
depend on in a multi-bogey, many 
vs many, combat. An analog signal 
could have been easily flooded by 
adversary’s countermeasures mak-
ing the processor less efficient as a 
consequence, showing targets at 60 
miles range than 100 miles. But 
when you digitise the systems and 
its components, integration and 
synergetic efficiency are perfect — 
such is the beauty of linking all sen-
sors and platforms on common lan-
guage communication links. The 
response options and the depictions 
are instantaneous. It is also fail-safe 
against external disruption.

Modern fighters have more com-
puters, highly powerful, for more 
functions. Some are simply meant 
to fly the aircraft; others manage the 
electronic warfare suites and coun-
termeasures. These aircraft have 
dispensed with manual flight con-
trols replacing cables and pulleys 
with electronic signals which trans-

mit throughout the aircraft to move 
intended surfaces and control sys-
tems. A Flight Control Computer is 
one such processing facility. A 
transducer measures the force 
applied by the pilot on a fixed con-
trol stick — actually it moves by 
one-sixteenth of an inch — converts 
that into electric signal in which 
electrons fly at the speed of light to 
move the surface by the angle 
desired by the pilot in an instant. 
This has revolutionised manouvre-
ability and given the pilot nose 
authority — the ability to point 
towards a target and unleash a 
weapon on him in an instant bring-
ing efficiency to the art of killing in 
air. A superb pilot in command of a 
perfect detection and targeting sys-
tem on an agile weapons platform 
makes for a perfect killing machine.

During all this there is a combat 
plan being executed in a formation 
and a group that has all players 
singing from the same page. That is 
the beauty and the challenge of 
modern combat and its platforms. It 
entails each player to be equally 
skilled, equally deft and equally 
nimble with their minds, fingers 
and their brains. Muscle power is 
as critical as is brain power for both 
will need to work under highest 
physical and mental load. He will 
need a lightning-speed decision 
process supported by the systems 
but must be able to cut the clutter 
and only home onto what is urgent 
and crucial. What will Artificial 
Intelligence do to this process? 
Make decisions and trigger a firing 
solution even when the pilot is 
undertaking other tasks needing 
his intervention? This is how tech-
nology has changed combat and 
revolutionised war. Digitisation 
underwrites the Revolution in 
Military Affairs. It has changed 
how wars must be fought. We will 
take that up the next time. Hope 
you enjoyed the ride.

Like Opinion & Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

The silent killer
Eric Shahzar

With the new vaccines coming 
in, the Covid-19 crisis will fade 
with time but air pollution is 
here to stay

When it comes to mitigating 
climate change, South Asia’s and 
specifically Pakistan’s track 
record has been well below par. 
We are the fifth most vulnerable 
country to climate change, two 
places up from last year. Global 
climate change is having an 
adverse impact on already cli-
mate-stressed regions; and with 
the second Covid-19 wave dis-
rupting economies and crip-
pling healthcare systems, little 
attention has been given to the 
climate crisis. The PTI govern-
ment has been complacent and 
congratulated itself on many 
occasions for introducing pro-
gressive initiatives. However, 
realistically the crisis is far from 
gone.

In 2017, a report by the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) indicated that 
by the year 2100, deadly chronic 
heat waves could turn some 
parts of South Asia completely 
uninhabitable. We may not be 
too alarmed by this report con-
sidering that humankind has 
more than eight decades left to 
do something about ecological 
disruption. However, there is 
even more serious trouble ahead 
for us. In Pakistan, all efforts 
have been in place to contain the 
Covid-19 crisis, and with politi-
cal instability looming large, no 
one is talking about the relent-
less rise in air pollution levels — 
which is the new silent killer.

Traditionally, Lahore is con-
sidered as the most air-polluted 
city in the country, with visible 

smog for almost quarter of the 
year. However, in the first week 
of December, Karachi’s Air 
Quality Index (AQI) ranking, 
which measures air quality, 
placed the city as the most air-
polluted in the world. Lahore 
was way down at number five, 
which usually wins the air qual-
ity charts. Despite the Covid-19 
lockdown restrictions, all the big 
metropolitan cities of the coun-
try are experiencing unprece-
dented levels of air pollution.

It is important to highlight 
that annually around 135,000 
deaths are attributed to air pol-
lution in Pakistan while 5.88% 
of GDP is the estimated eco-
nomic burden of this silent 
killer. With substandard eco-
nomic policies already mani-
festing accelerated climate 
change in full swing and a 
relentless rise in air pollution 
levels is only adding fuel to fire.

Travelling on the motorway, 
especially in the Punjab region, 
we notice a chimney-shaped 
building which releases black 
carbon without any pause, day 
and night. These are called brick 
kilns, and around 20,000 of 
these kilns exist in Pakistan. 
They add to the staggering lev-
els of air pollution. Black carbon 
is a powerful contributor to 
global climate change, possibly 
a close second to carbon diox-
ide. The brick kiln sector is 
highly unregulated and no 
proper mechanisms are in place 
to tackle this.

Today, a brilliant zig-zag tech-
nology has been introduced that 
reduces coal consumption by 
20% and carbon emissions by 
40-60%. The smoke from kilns 
that employ zig-zag technology 
is almost white in colour with 

significantly low air pollution 
levels. Pakistan must move 
towards this new technology 
without any hesitation.

Deforestation is one of the piv-
otal reasons behind the inces-
sant air pollution levels in 
Pakistan. Even after the Billion 
Tree Tsunami project, Pakistan 
still has one of the fastest defor-
estation rates in the region, and 
our forest cover has shrunk to 
an abysmal 5.7%. As per inter-
national standards, countries 
must have a forest cover of at 
least 25% of total land, while cit-
ies must have a forest cover of at 
least 10%. In addition to this, 
let’s not forget how the Billion 
Tree Tsunami project has been 
marred with corruption allega-
tions. Recently, the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan ordered for a 
comprehensive report on the 
project with highlights of the 
exact number of trees as well as 
the areas in which they have 
been planted.

For any progressive climate 
change initiative to become a 
reality, we need a robust budget 
for the ministry which is, as of 
now, being downgraded to a 
whole new level. In the federal 
budget of 2020-21, not only did 
the climate change ministry 
funding get cut by over 34%, it 
also did not receive a single 
penny for any new initiatives. In 
other words, budgetary alloca-
tions for the ministry came 
down from Rs7.5 billion in 2019-
20 to Rs5 billion in 2020-21. The 
lion’s share — Rs4.9 billion 
(almost 98% of the budget) — 
will go to the tree planting pro-
gramme which is already in hot 
waters. Unless and until the civil 
society changes its lifestyle and 
public transport is made more 

mainstream, chances of tackling 
air pollution seem remote. Why 
can we not introduce congestion 
charges for areas with heavy 
traffic flows? Many countries 
have a congestion tax in place 
which is not only reducing car-
bon emissions but is also gener-
ating tax revenue for the govern-
ment. In 2019, under the super-
vision of Murtaza Wahab 
Siddiqui, the Sindh government 
in collaboration with the Sindh 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (SEPA) launched a con-
structive initiative to cut carbon 
emissions, but the project has 
vanished in thin air today. 
Vehicles emitting smoke and 
harming the environment were 
supposed to be fined by the 
authorities. What has the pro-
gress been so far? Do we have 
any statistics on this since last 
year? What we know is that an 
extremely detrimental air pol-
lutant by the name of PM 2.5 is 
emitted during the combustion 
of liquid fuels, such as for power 
generation and in vehicle 
engines. This type of air pollut-
ant can get deep into the lungs 
and even enter the bloodstream. 
Exposure to these particles can 
affect a person’s lungs and 
heart, which can be fatal.

With the new vaccines coming 
in, the Covid-19 crisis will fade 
with time but air pollution is 
here to stay. In a time in which 
people are already struggling to 
cope with the Covid-19 crisis, 
rising air pollution clearly adds 
more fuel to fire. We must not, at 
all costs, downplay the long-
term consequences of neglect-
ing this silent killer. Reversing 
the relentless rise in air pollu-
tion is definitely an urgent need 
of the hour.

In Balochistan, the Sword of Damocles is 
hanging over the fate of around 1,000 
girls’ schools. The provincial government 
has refused to pay the salaries of the 
female teachers recruited on a contract 
basis.
During 2015, around 1,400 female and 
100 male teachers recruited on three-
years contracts by the education depart-
ment. The newly recruited teachers 
deployed at all 725 girls primary 
schools, 25 high schools, and 95 girls 
middle schools in Balochistan.
The schools constructed under the 
Global Partnership for Education in 
Balochistan. Overall, 100 million US 
dollars spent on the establishment of 
girls’ schools in Sindh and Balochistan. 
In Sindh 66 million dollars spent on the 
construction of schools, whereas in 
Balochistan, 36 million dollars spent 
on the project to promote girls’ educa-
tion.
For three years, the teachers got their 
salaries through the project till 2018. 
The Balochistan government paid the 
salaries for some time. However, it has 
stopped payment of salaries to teaches 
recruited by the secondary education 
department through National Testing 
Service (NTS).Female teachers protest-
ing against non-payment of salaries
For last more than a week, dozens of 
female teachers have been protesting 
outside the Quetta Press Club to press 
the authorities to accept their demands. 
Perhaps, their slogans and demands 
are falling on deaf ears. In chilly 
weather, the female teaches portray 
placards and banners demanding of 
the government to pay them salaries.
A well-placed officer in the education 
department told this daily that under 
the agreement, the provincial govern-
ment was bound to pay salaries to the 
teachers and issue them permanent 
orders. This is unlike other develop-
ment projects whose employees have 
been a source of a burden on the gov-
ernment rather it was all about educa-
tion and especially female education.
There is already a dearth of female 
teachers in Balochistan. The appoint-
ment of 1,400 female teachers was the 
right step in the right direction since 
throughout the world female teachers 
have been teaching kids at the primary 
level. Studies show female teachers are 
the best for early childhood education. 
Balochistan government had earlier 
announced to pay a stipend to girls stu-
dents to boost the female literacy rate. 
40 % of children out of schools in 
Balochistan 
Education Department statistics pub-
lished by this daily reveals that still, 
40% of children are out of schools in 
Balochistan. Most of them are girls. The 
government must take notice of the pro-
test by the female teachers and release 
their salaries. Only then, literacy can be 
improved and especially female literacy 
can be boosted.

Fear of 1000 girls 
schools closure in 

Balochistan
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QUETTA: Activists of Rail Mazdoor Mahaz hold a protest in favor of their demands front of Quetta Railway Station.Q.V

HYDERABAD: Personnel of Fire Brigade are busy in extinguishing after fire erupted in 
Warehouse at Tawer market. INP PHOTO

PML-N’s MPA Munira 
Yamin Satti dies of 

coronavirus
News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz’s 
(PML-N) member of 
Punjab Assembly Munira 
Yamin Satti on Thursday 
lost her life due to corona-
virus.

According to details, the 
MPA was under treatment 
at Combined Military 
Hospital (CMH) in 
Rawalpindi.

On the other hand, 
Pakistan has reported 50 
deaths in the last 24 hours 
by novel coronavirus as 
the number of positive 
cases has surged to 495,075. 
The nationwide tally of 
fatalities has jumped to 
10,511.

According to the latest 
figures by the National 
Command and Operation 
Center (NCOC), 2,482 per-
sons tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the past 24 
hours.

Sindh remains the 
worst-hit province by the 
pandemic in terms of cases 
followed by Punjab, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Islamabad.

Till now 221,734 corona-
virus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 142,835 in 
Punjab 60,229 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 38,687 in 
Islamabad, 18,300 in 
Balochistan, 8,416 in Azad 
Kashmir and 4,874 in 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Furthermore 4,203 indi-
viduals have lost their lives 
to the epidemic in Punjab 
3,653 in Sindh, 1,702 in KP, 
434 in Islamabad, 232 in 
Azad Kashmir, 186 in 
Balochistan, and 101 in GB.

Pakistan has so far con-
ducted 6,964,337 coronavi-
rus tests and 40,509 in the 
last 24 hours. 450,515 coro-
navirus patients have 
recovered in the country 
whereas 2,251 patients are 
in critical condition. 

Monitoirng Desk

ISLAMABAD: Farmers in 
Pakistan’s most fertile Punjab 
province are getting enor-
mously enhanced yield after 
experimenting with high-
density plantation of the cen-
turies-old local variety of 
guava, a case showcasing the 
scope of the agricultural 
economy in the country.

According to a report pub-
lished by Gwadar Pro on 
Sunday, Rao Arshad, a fruit 
farmer in the Faisalabad dis-
trict of the province culti-
vated 1,000 guava plants over 
8 acres of land two years ago 
and was amazed to see the 
results.

His farm started yielding 
guava within 9 months of 
planting 9-month old sap-
lings.  The size of guava bulbs 

and the number of bulbs on 
each plant were even more 
amazing. On average, ready-
to-pluck guava weighed 
around half kilograms.  

“In only two years, we had 
a bulb as big as 622 grams”, 
Rao said, wondering how far 
the bulb size could grow 
when his farm matures. The 
vendor told Gwadar Pro that 
these plants could yield gua-
vas for over 35 years. He 
looked as if saying that it was 
just the beginning and more 
marvels could be waiting for 
him. Rao purchased the sap-
lings from a nursery in 
Sharaqpur Sharif, Lahore for 
Rs35 each.

Waseem Malik, the owner 
of the nursery, said that with 
ultra-high-density technique, 
over 2,000 plants of a specific 
guava variety could be 

planted in one acre of land 
while keeping plant-to-plant 
and line-to-line distance as 4 
feet.

However, Rao opted for 
planting only 1,000 saplings 
per acre in his 8-acre guava 
farm, with a plant-to-plant 
distance of 6 feet and a line-
to-line distance of 8 feet. It’s 
more cost-effective, he said. 
“It saves labor cost as we do 
most of weeding with the 
tractor. It also keeps the plants 
healthy and produces quality 
fruits”, he said.

The variety is local but 
called Chinese because of 
higher production. It has 3 
further varieties, but the 
“Chinese Gola” (round-
shaped) is the most popular 
among farmers for its quality, 
taste and production, Waseem 
Malik said. The high-density 

farming involves pruning, 
which was experimented with 
this specific guava variety 
only recently, Waseem said. 
He said that earlier it was 
thought that pruning was not 
useful in guava as it stopped 
producing fruits after trim-
ming. However, a few years 
ago the farmers learned that 
the mentioned variety 
allowed pruning, he narrated. 
Ever since this variety took 
the province by storm, the 
farmers have been cultivating 
it on a mass scale, Waseem 
said.

Rao said that given the pre-
sent trend, high-density farm-
ing of “Chinese

Gola” could earn you as 
much as Rs2.5 million per acre 
annually. It’s far more than 
what we earlier got through 
traditional farming, he said. 

He said that he was also con-
tacted by exporters who 
needed tonnes of guava, 
which he said he was unable 
to produce at this stage.

Waseem Malik said that the 
“Chinese Gola” variety pro-
duced guava bulbs for 9 
months. A single branch has 
several bulbs of various sizes, 
so you pick off the bigger 
ones, leaving the smaller ones 
for the next few days. This 
way, the plants continue pro-
ducing bulbs for 9 months 
during a year, he said.

Tanveer Ahmad, another 
“Chinese Gola” nursery 
owner in Lahore, said that 
this variety could be planted 
in any part of Pakistan. 
“Presently, we are supplying 
the saplings in Punjab and 
Sindh provinces”, he said. 

High-density farming 
revolutionizes guava production, 

sharing Chinese experience: 
Report

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The coronavirus claimed 46 more lives 
in the country during the past 24 hours, lifting the 
countrywide death toll from the disease to 10,644.

According to the latest update shared by the 
National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC), as 
many as 2,899 more people tested positive for the 
infection during this period, taking the total number 
of confirmed Covid-19 cases to 502,416.

A total of 44,410 samples were tested, out of which 
2,899 turned to be positive. The number of recovered 
patients stands at 456,969. 2,278 of the Covid-19 
patients under treatment are said to be in critical con-
dition.

Thus far, Sindh has reported 225,509 cases, Punjab 
144,909, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 61,148, Balochistan 
18,373, Islamabad 39, 120, Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
8,478, and Gilgit Baltistan 4,879.

Earlier, Special Assistant to Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Health Dr Faisal Sultan said Pakistan is in 
talks with five international coronavirus vaccine pro-
ducing companies for the purchase.

Dr Faisal told a private Tv channel said Islamabad is 
in contact with five companies of the three countries 
of the world including, the China, United Kingdom 
and Russia to get the COVID-19 vaccine.

Pakistan’s confirmed 
coronavirus cases top 

500,000

Minister Culture briefed 
on scope, performance, 
role of Lahore Museum

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Culture Khayal Ahmed 
Kastro on Wednesday visited Lahore Museum. 
Director Museum Ijaz Ahmad Minhas welcomed the 
Minister and presented a bouquet to him.

Director Museum Ejaz Ahmad Minhas gave a 
detailed briefing on departmental affairs. The Minister 
was also given a presentation regarding the scope, 
performance, and role of the Museum. Additional 
Secretary Culture Farhat Jabeen and Additional 
Director Noshaba Anjum were also present in the 
briefing.

Director Museum Ijaz Ahmad Minhas explained 
that Lahore Museum is the tenth-largest museum in 
the world and the largest in Pakistan. We want the 
museum’s collection to be digitized for information 
and public awareness.

Khayal Ahmed Kastro said that preservation of 
heritage means preserving the future. While appreci-
ating the performance of the team to increase the 
number of tourists through free guided tours and the 
formation of the information desk, he said that he 
will work along with the team to achieve the cause. 
Punjab Culture Minister further stated that tourists 
from all over the world come to see the Lahore 
Museum but our own citizens, especially students, 
are deprived of it because of a lack of awareness. We 
will take effective measures to increase the number of 
visitors, he added.

India using state 
machinery to suppress 

Kashmiris: Naqashbandi

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Convener of AJK chapter of Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq-led Hurriyat forum, Syed Faiz 
Naqashbandi, has said that India with all its government 
machinery is suppressing the people of Indian illegally 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

According to Kashmir Media Service, Syed Faiz 
Naqashbandi in a statement issued in Islamabad said, 
Indian troops enjoying impunity under black laws are 
framing innocent Kashmiri people in false cases, tortur-
ing and murdering them in fake encounters. This situa-
tion has resulted in surge in human rights abuses in 
IIOJK, he said.

Syed Faiz Naqashbandi deplored that Indian troops 
killed three youth in a fake encounter in Lawaypora area 
of Srinagar, last week. The height of Indian repression is 
that the Indian government is not giving the dead bodies 
of these innocent civilians to their parents for last reli-
gious rights, he added.

The statement appealed to the international commu-
nity and world human rights organizations including 
Amnesty International to take strong notice of the atroc-
ities committed by Indian troops in the occupied terri-
tory.

Syed Faiz Naqashbandi also condemned the contin-
ued illegal and arbitrary house detention of Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq since August 05, 2019. He said, the Mirwaiz 
has been deprived from offering Friday prayers for more 
than 75 times continuously. He demanded immediate 
release of the Mirwaiz and other Hurriyat leaders and 
innocent Kashmiris illegally detained in different jails of 
IIOJK and India.

China fully supports 
tracing origin of 

COVID-19: Spokesperson
News Desk

BEIJING: On the issue 
of COVID-19 origin-
tracing, China has 
always been open, 
transparent and 
responsible, said Hua 
Chunying, spokesper-
son of the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry here 
at a regular news brief-
ing

China took the lead 
in carrying out scien-
tific cooperation in 
tracing the origin with 
WHO with the pur-
pose of promoting 
international research 
on origin-tracing. 

The spokesperson 
elaborated, “ in 
February and July last 
year, when China was 
faced with daunting 
domestic epidemic 
prevention and control 
tasks, China invited 

WHO experts to China 
twice to carry out 
cooperation on origin-
tracing and formulate 
the China part of a 
global scientific coop-
eration plan on origin-
tracing. 

In October last year, 
the Chinese side 
reached agreement on 
the members of the 
international expert 
group. Since then, the 
experts of the two 
sides have maintained 
frequent interactions. 

Four video meetings 
were held on October 
30, December 3, 
December 10 and 
December 18 respec-
tively. With a scientific 
attitude, Chinese 
experts shared the out-
comes of China’s ori-
gin-tracing efforts in a 
science-based and can-
did manner, and the 

cooperation between 
the two sides has made 
positive progress.

Recently, in a posi-
tive and constructive 
attitude, China has 
maintained close com-
munication with WHO 
on the expert panel’s 
trip to China for coop-
eration on origin-trac-
ing. 

At present, the 
global pandemic situa-
tion remains very seri-
ous, and China is also 
making all-out efforts 
to prevent and control 
the epidemic. 

Chinese health and 
epidemic prevention 
departments and 
experts are devoting 
themselves to intense 
anti-epidemic work. 

Having all this said, 
in order to support 
international COVID-
19 cooperation, China 

New polio variant 
discovered in 
Bahawalpur

News Desk

BAHAWALPUR: A new 
variant of polio has been 
found in Bahawalpur as 
two fresh cases of the dis-
ease were recorded there, it 
is learnt on Thursday.

Bahawalpur has already 
reported cases of polio one 
and polio three but the 
new cases discovered were 
of a new variant called 
polio two.

Anti-polio drive
As many as 717,694 chil-

dren under the age of five 
years will be administered 
anti-polio drops in 
Bahawalpur during the 
anti-polio drive starting 
from January 11 in the dis-
trict. This was told in a 

meeting held at Committee 
Room of Deputy Commi 
ssioner Office recently in 
the chair of Deputy Com 
missioner Bahawalpur 
Muzaffar Khan Sial.

Chief Executive Officer 
District Health Authority 
Dr Aurangzaib, represent-
ative of WHO Dr Sheraz 
and Focal Person Dr Zaki 
Ali briefed the meeting 
that 1,764 teams have been 
constituted for the cam-
paign which included 
1,464 mobile teams, 167 
fixed teams and 133 transit 
teams. As many as 3,932 
polio workers will partici-
pate in the drive. The cam-
paign will be monitored by 
477 supervisors, 296 Area 
In-charges.

PPP leader 
Haji Nawaz 

Khokhar 
passes away 
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: PPP leader 
and former MNA Haji 
Nawaz Khokhar passed 
away in Islamabad late on 
Saturday night. 

He had been admitted to 
a private hospital for the 
last few days. Haji Nawaz 
Khokhar is the father of 
PPP Senator and Bilawal 
Bhutto’s spokesman 
Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar.

Haji Muhammad Nawaz 
Khokhar was elected as 
MNA in 1985–1988, 1990–
1993, 1993–1996. He was 
elected the deputy speaker 
of the National Assembly 
of Pakistan, Minister of 
Science and Technology. 
He was brother of late Taji 
Khokhar. Taji Khokhar 
passed away this week.   

Haji Muhammad Nawaz 
Khokhar was elected as 
MNA in 1985–1988, 1990–
1993, 1993–1996.

India has turned IIOJK 
into military garrison: 

JKEM
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the Jammu and Kashmir Employees Movement 
(JKEM), a constituent of All Parties Hurriyat Conference 
(APHC), has said that India has turned the occupied ter-
ritory into a military garrison.

According to the Kashmir Media Service, the JKEM 
spokesman in a statement issued in Srinagar said that 
India, which claimed to be the biggest democracy, was 
involved in large-scale human rights violations in IIOJK.

He said that the Kashmiri people had totally rejected 
the illegal occupation of India and the illegal and unilat-
eral measures of August 5, 2019. He added that the Indian 
authorities had kept the Kashmiri Hurriyat leadership in 
jails and under house detention. Thousands of Kashmiris 
have been kept in jails under black laws including Public 
Safety Act (PSA).

The spokesman deplored that a large number of youth, 
including ten-year-old children, were among the 
arrested Kashmiris. He said that it was a humiliation of 
human rights that the brutal Indian soldiers forcibly dis-
appear innocent Kashmiri youth after being subjected to 
the worst torture in front of their parents.

He said that no nation can be kept enslaved for long by 
force. He added that Kashmiri people were fighting for 
their right birthright to self-determination. Following 
the fascist agenda of Hindu extremist organization, 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Singh, the Indian government 
is depriving the Kashmiri people of all their basic rights, 
he maintained. 

He appealed to the United Nations and the interna-
tional community to play role in resolving the Kashmir 
dispute in accordance with the aspirations of the 
Kashmiri people.
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QUETTA: Children sitting around fire to keep them selves warm during cold weather in Provincial 
capital. QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

Fake accounts scam 
now taking lives of 

innocent people: 
Haleem Adil

News Desk/INP NEWS

THATTA: Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) Vice President 
and parliamentary leader in Sindh Assembly Haleem 
Adil Sheikh has said that the corrupt people are ruling 
Sindh and their scam of fake bank accounts is now tak-
ing lives of innocent people.

Talking to media after offering condolence to the heirs 
of schoolteacher Faheem Ahmed at Narejo Goth on 
Sunday, he said the deceased had received notices of the 
NAB because fake accounts money was found in a bank 
account in his name at Dadu. He said the deceased faced 
a lot of mental torture and died due to this stress. He said 
in 2014, the father of Faheem had died also due to a same 
reason. 

Haleem Adil said the corruption mafia had deposited 
Rs36 Crores in fake account in the name of the mother of 
deceased Faheem, Hanifa, and his brother. He said 
thieves are sitting in the Sindh government. He said in 
the head of pension a corruption of more than Rs3 trillion 
is committed. He said chief minister Murad Ali Shah 
deserves some award for this record corruption. He said 
billions of rupees from the taxpayers’ money have 
already been embezzled by this corruption mafia.

The PTI Vice President said the front men of Murad Ali 
Shah, including Salim Bajari and Murad Dawich have 
looted billions of rupees through fake bank accounts. He 
said a huge corruption was made with help of 84 fake 
bank accounts. He said this poor schoolteacher was not 
aware that corruption mafia had deposited huge money 
in his fake bank account. He said a brother of this poor 
schoolteacher is a security guard. 

Parliamentary leader in Sindh Assembly said after the 
Senate elections many ministers of the province are likely 
to be changed but the most corrupt chief minister of 
Sindh would stay here. He said for last 13 years the port-
folio of Sindh finance is being held by Murad Ali Shah.

Haleem Adil said the family of the deceased school 
teacher is innocent and we will provide them complete 
legal help. He said three days ago, the education minister 
of Sindh had confessed that thousands of government 
schools in Sindh are closed. He said these corrupt people 
are shifting billions of rupees to Bilawal House in the 
name of these closed schools. He said fake bank accounts 
are made in the name of very poor persons. 

The PTI leader said no medicines are available for 
patients in government hospitals of Sindh. He said ambu-
lance service is not provided to the poor people of Sindh. 
He said we will not spare the corrupt people.

Haleem Adil said that Imran Khan will not give NRO 
to the corrupt people. He said we will protest against the 
corrupt rulers of Sindh. He said the PDM tired to politi-
cize even the martyrdom of Hazara people but no PDM 
leader attended their funeral. He said Imran Khan went 
there and accepted their demands. 

He urged the people of Sindh to raise voice against 
corruption across the province. He said the PDM has 
already lost its credibility. This is the gang of corrupt 
people. He said the people who had announced to tender 
resignations are now reluctant to tender their resigna-
tions. He said PDM’s movement to hide their corruption 
will not succeed.

Gradual restoration of 
power supply 

underway: Omar Ayub
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Power, Petroleum 
and Natural Resources Omar Ayub Khan has said that 
gradual restoration of power supply is underway after 
the country was hit by a massive blackout early Sunday.

Omar Ayub, while addressing a press conference with 
Information Minister Shibli Faraz, said that a fault 
occurred at Guddu power station at 2341 hrs, dropping 
the frequency to zero within a second and 10,302 MW 
were pulled out of the system.

The minister said that complete restoration will take 
some time; however, majority of cities have been ener-
gized while K-Electric has been provided with 400 MW 
for the port city.

While accusing past governments of ignoring trans-
mission, he said faults occur due to out-date system as no 
effort was made in the past to upgrade transmission and 
during tenure of PML-N, transmission lines were able to 
handle no more than 18500 MW. Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government has increased the capacity to 
more than 23,000 MW.

He said the incumbent government is spending over 
three hundred billion rupees to upgrade transmission 
system for smooth power supply.

He further said that investigation into the outage has 
been launched but exact nature of fault the can only be 
ascertained after reduction in fog.

It is pertinent to mention here that Pakistan was hit by 
a massive power blackout early Sunday, officials said, 
with much of the country, including all major cities, 
plunged into darkness.

The electricity distribution system in the nation of 
more than 210 million people is a complex—and deli-
cate—web, and a problem in one section of the grid can 
lead to cascading breakdowns countrywide.

The blackout hit all major cities of Pakistan, including 
the capital Islamabad, economic hub Karachi and the 
second-largest city Lahore.

Kalat shivers at 
-11°C as cold wave 

grips Pakistan
Our Staff Reporter

QUETTA: : Pakistan continued to be in the grip of 
severe cold with the temperature plunging below mer-
cury level in several cities on Sunday.
The Balochistan city of Kalat was the hardest hit where 
the temperature dropped to -11 degrees Celcius.
However, in other areas of north Balochistan and the 
country’s Northern Areas the mercury dipped to 
minus nine degrees Celcius.
Dense fog is ruling the plain areas of Pakistan espe-
cially in Punjab and Sindh, says Pakistan 
Meteorological Department (PMD).
The weather in Islamabad remained pleasant with a 
maximum temperature of 18°C and the lowest of 5°C. 
Lahore experienced similar weather with tempera-
tures dropping as low as 4°C at night and 13°C in the 
day.
In Karachi, the lowest temperature was between 6°C 
and 8°C with an air humidity of 11%.
In the last 24 hours, Karachi experienced a minimum 
temperature of 6.1°C, Kalat recorded -11°C, Quetta 
Valley 8°C and Surab -9°C. 
Meanwhile, Motorway M3 from Lahore to Darkhana 
remained closed due to dense fog. According to 
Motorway Police, the M4 from Pindi Bhattian to 
Shorkot and Khanewal Motorway from Multan was 
also closed due to fog. 
“Moreover, Motorway M5 from Multan to Rohri is also 
shut for traffic due to the unsuitable weather condi-
tions,” the spokesperson added.
The spokesperson further said that foggy conditions 
are likely to prevail on National Highway in Lahore, 
Pattoki, Okara, Sahiwal, Chichawatni, Mian Channu, 
Khanewal and Multan, and Harappa.
The Motorway police advised citizens to use front and 
rear fog lights in vehicles to avert any mishap on road. 

300 sewing 
machines, 

wheelchairs 
distributed 

among 
PWDs, 
widows

News Desk

TANK: FATA Disables’ Wel 
fare Association (FDWA) 
with support of Headq uar-
ter Frontier Corps South on 
Sunday distributed more 
than 300 sewing machines 
and wheelchairs in widows 
and persons with disability 
(PWD).

A special ceremony in 
this regard was held here at 
Sector Headquarter FC 
South, attended by Comma 
ndant Gomal Scouts, Depu 
ty Commissioner Tank Kab 
ir Afridi, Deputy Comm 
issioner South Waziristan 
Khalid Iqbal Khattak, 
Administrator Christian 
Hospital Dr. Nadeem, MS 
DHQ Tank Dr. Alamgir 
Bettani, the disabled, wid-
ows and deserving women.

Sector Commander 
South, DC Tank and DC 
South Waziristan distrib-
uted sewing machines 
among the widows and 
wheelchairs among PWDs 
tank and South Waziristan. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chairman FDWA Irfa 
nullah Jan highly appreci-
ated Pakistan Army and 
Sector Headquarters FC 
South for providing plat-
form for distribution of sew 
ing machines and wheel-
chairs. He said that the role 
of Sector Headq uarters in 
this regard highly com-
mendable and important. 

Irfanullah said that due 
to the step, persons with 
disabilities will be able to 
earn themselves their lives 
without the help of others. 
He also thanked IG FC 
South Major General Omar 
Bashir and Sector Comm 
ander South. He said to 
ensure assistance to PWDs, 
the Armed Forces is pro-
viding exclusive financial 
support to our organiza-
tion on the basis of which 
we are able to ensure this 
assistance to the deserving 
PWDs. He said that a spe-
cial support was provided 
by the headquarters 
Frontier Corps South.

Iran hands over 39 illegal 
immigrants to Levies at 

Taftan
From Our 
Correspondent

TAFTAN: Iranian 
authorities handed 
over 39 illegal immi-
grants to Levies Force 
at Pak-Iran border 
Taftan on Sunday. 
Levies sources said the 
illegal Pakistani immi-
grants were trying to 
reach European coun-
tries via Iran and 
Turkey.

Iranian forces had 
arrested the 39 illegal 
immigrants and 
handed them over to 
Levies at Taftan. 
Levies sources said 37 
illegal immigrants 
belong to Punjab, 1 
K h y b e r 

Pukhtoonkhwa and 1 
belongs to Balochistan. 
The illegal immigrants 
shifted to the Federal 
Investigation Agency 
(FIA) office in Quetta 
for completion of legal 
proceedings.

Thousands of illegal 
immigrants make 
abortive attempts to 
reach Europe 

Every year, thou-
sands of illegal immi-
grants make abortive 
attempts to reach 
Greece and other 
European countries for 
getting jobs. They use 
unfrequented routes at 
the Pak-Iran border 
and sneak into Iran 
with the support of 
human traffickers.

Very few of these 
illegal immigrants 
reach European coun-
tries. However, most of 
them are caught in 
Iran and Turkey. 
Growing unemploy-
ment and poverty 
force a large number of 
youngsters to seek jobs 
in European countries. 
Youngsters from 
Balochistan province 
are also trying to 
sneak into Iran to 
reach European coun-
tries.

Pakistan had also 
established an inter-
agency task force com-
prising frontier corps, 
FIA, levies, and police 
to stop human smug-
gling.

TAFTAN: Iranian authorities hand over 39 illegal immigrants to Levies forces at Pak-Iran 
border Taftan: Photo provided by Asmat Sumalani
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh 
tunkhwa Chief Minister 
Mahmood Khan has 
expressed his reservations 
about the performance of 
the province’s inspector 
general of police (IGP), It 
was learnt on Sunday.

The chief minister was 
particularly concerned 
about IGP Sanaullah Abba 
i’s unlimited powers. Mah 
mood Khan also showed 
no-confidence in the trans-
fers and postings the IGP 
ordered.

The KP chief minister 
has conveyed his reserva-
tions about the police chief 
to Prime Minister Imran 
Khan. About a year ago, 
the federal government 
had transferred the then 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
police chief, Dr Moham 
mad Naeem Khan, and rep 
laced him with Sanaullah 
Abbasi. Dr Naeem’s trans-
fer came amid rumours 
doing the rounds at that 
time and the visit of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan to 
the provincial capital, 
wherein he met the cabinet 
members, the chief secre-
tary and the police chief.

An establishment divi-
sion notification said Sana 
ullah Abbasi, a BS-21 offic 
er of Police Service of Paki 
stan and currently serving 
as the Gilgit-Baltistan 
police chief, under the 
Kashmir affairs and GB 
division, had been trans-
ferred and posted Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa police chief, 
in his own pay and scale.

Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Chairman of 
Senate Sadiq Sanjrani said that 
he will write letters to more 
than 56 thousands parliamen-
tarians across the world to 
seek their attention to end the 
rising human rights viola-
tions in Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK). 

He was talking to President 
of Tehreek-e-Kashmir (TeK) 
United Kingdom (UK) Raja 
Fahim Kayani who called on 
him here.

The chairman senate 
Sanjrani said that Pakistan 
will raise IIOJK dispute at 
every international platform 
saying Kashmiris movement 
is as per the spirit of United 
Nations that has passed the 

resolutions for the Kashmiris 
right of self-determination.

“It is time to give right of 
vote to the people of IIOJ&K 
so they can decide about their 
future,” Chairman Senate 
Sanjrani added.

He further said that fol-
lowing the August 5,2019 sit-
uation the overseas 
Pakistanis and Kashmiris 
played pivotal role to expose 
India’s highhandedness in 
IIOJ&K where people are still 
searching their missing sons 
while half-widows are wait-
ing to know about their miss-
ing husbands whereabouts.

“India is not only violating 
the human rights of 
Kashmiris but New Delhi is 
also using its all available 
resorces to crush the ongoing 
indigenous liberation move-
ment in IIOJK.

He appreciated the role of 
TeK UK for highlighting 

Kashmir cause through its 
conferences, Kashmir 
marches and pro-freedom 
protests across UK which 
helped alot to expose India’s 
violent image before the peo-
ple of UK and rest of the other 
western countries. 

The Senate Chairman said 
that besides writing letters to 
world parliamentarians he 
will also keep update the rest 
of the world about the rising 
human rights abuses of 
Kashmiris committed by 
occupational troops stationed 
in IIOJK.

On the occasion Kayani 
told the Senate Chairman that 
overseas Pakistanis and 
Kashmiris settled in UK will 
continue to contribute in the 
economy of Pakistan saying 
besides Kashmir cause expa-
triates are committed to play 
their role in the development 
of Pakistan and its economy.

Senate Chairman to seek 
MPs attention for ending 
HR violations in IIOJK

KP CM Mahmood 
conveys reservations 

about IGP to PM Imran

Yemen seeks 
COMSATS 
support to 
establish 

university of 
S&T
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassad 
or of the Republic of Yeme 
n, Mohammed Motahar 
Alashabi on Sunday, vis-
ited the Headquarters of 
Commission on Science 
and Technology (COMS 
ATS) for Sustainable Devel 
opment in the South for 
inviting to facilitate the 
establishment of a univer-
sity of science and technol-
ogy in Yemen

During his visit, the 
Ambassador of Yemen han 
ded over a letter from Yem 
en’s Minister of High er 
Education and Scientific 
Research, to the Executive 
Director COMS ATS, Dr. S. 
M. Junaid Zaidi, in which 
COMSATS’ support has 
been invited to establish a 
university of science and 
technology in Yemen.  A 
Pakistan-based inter-gov-
ernmental/international 
organization of 27 develop-
ing countries, COMS ATS 
had established the COM 
SATS University Islamabad 
(CUI) in Paki stan, which 
has now beco me a leading 
public-sector university in 
the country. Ye men, which 
is one of the me mber coun-
tries of COMSA TS, wishes 
to benefit from the expeence 
of COMSATS for establish-
ing a similar university. In 
his letter, the Yemen’s 
Minist er also pledged to 
participate in the virtual 
meeting of COMSATS 
Consultative Committee.

Corrupt PML-N leaders 
failed to install transmission 

system: Dr. Gill
News Desk /INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Special Assi 
stance to Prime Minister 
for political communica-
tion Dr Shahbaz Gill has 
said that the former cor-
rupt government of the 
N-League inked contracts 
of very costly electricity 
projects but failed to get 
installed a proper trans-
mission system and the 
nation and country is suf-
fering today due to their 
negligence. 

In a statement issued 
here on Sunday, he said that 
the corrupt rulers of the 
PML-N took huge commis-
sions in costly electricity 
projects but they failed to 
give a serious focus to 
proper transmission lines. 
He said the incumbent gov-
ernment has solved all 
problems of Pakistan seri-
ously. He said this govern-
ment has also controlled 
the nation-wide power 
breakdown with a prudent 
strategy.

Shahbaz Gill said had it 
possible to use ‘iron’ rods in 
transmission of electricity, 
the PML-N leaders would 
have ended the electricity 
crisis in the country for 
good. He said these corrupt 
thieves did not think about 
the nation and country and 
they only worked on the 
project where ample com-
mission and kickbacks 
were available. He said 
sadly these rulers did not 
install proper power trans-
mission lines to benefit the 
people of Pakistan.

The Special Assistant to 
PM on Political 
Communication said that 
today Pakistan plunged 
into darkness due to the 
negligence of these rulers, 
but their fugitive leader is 
blaming the sitting govern-
ment. He said these people 
try to persuade the masses 
that during their rule all 
was well in Pakistan. He 
said the people of Pakistan 
now fully know the corrupt 
gang of PDM. These people 
who initiated politics on 
the dead bodies even did 
not attend the funeral of the 
martyrs. 

He said Maryam Safdar 
and Bilawal Zardari had no 
sympathy for the martyrs 
of Mach tragedy. He said 
these people are instigating 
the masses for their vested 
political interests. He said 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan is firm to take action 
against these corrupt ele-
ments.

Dr Gill further said that 
Bilawal Zardari during last 
13 years of PPP government 
had ruined Sindh. He said a 
huge scandal in Sindh 
finance department in the 
head of pension of govern-
ment employees has 
already been surfaced. He 
said billions of rupees have 
been looted in the fake 
bank accounts scam. He 
said Bilawal and Maryam 
to save their parents were 
using the Maulana. He 
said all tactics of the PDM 
have already been failed 
and they could never mis-
lead the nation.

Marriyum Aurangzeb 
criticizes PTI government 
over power breakdown

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) spokesperson 
Marriyum Aurangzeb 
on Sunday has criti-
cized Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
government over sud-
den power breakdown 
across the country.

In a statement, the 
PML-N leader said 
that no minister from 
the government knew 
how the entire coun-
try plunged into dark-
ness. 

Nation is paying the 

price of PTI govern-
ment’s incompetency, 
she added.

On the other hand, 
electricity supply in 
parts of Pakistan has 
been partially restor 
ed after the country 
was hit by a massive 
blackout early Sunday, 
with the Ministry of 
Energy blaming it on a 
sudden drop in fre-
quency that tripped 
the entire system.

Power supply in 
Islamabad’s red zone 
and other important 
areas has been 
restored while elec-

tricity in parts of 
Lahore, Faisalabad, 
Kasur and 
Sheikhupura remains 
suspended.

Power supply in 
parts of Khyber Pakht 
unkhwa (KP) includ-
ing Peshawar, Char 
sadda, Mardan andd 
Abbotabad has been 
restored. In Sindh, 
Larkana, Mirpur Khas 
and Nawab Shah 
Division are still facing 
breakdown; however, 
Karachi’s Orangi 
Town, SITE and 
Nazimabad have been 
energized.  


