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Imran Sumalani

MACH: Armed accused 
opened fire and killed 
11 coal miners in Baloch 
istan’s Mach area on 
Sunday morning. 
Deputy Commissioner 
Kachi, Murad Kasi said 
armed accused opened 
fire on coal miners in 
Gashtari area of Mach 
tehsil of district Kachi. 
Levies sources however 
said all the victims had 
received from close-
range.
Four coal miners also 
injured in the firing 
incident. The injured 
miners shifted to Mach 
hospital for medical   
treatment. So far no 
arrest has been made, 
Murad Kasi said. Levies 
and other security 
forces reached the spot 

as an investigation into 
the incident went 
underway. Levies infor 
med the victims belong 
to the Shia Hazara com-
munity. Home Minister 
Balochistan, Mir 
Ziaullah Langove 
termed the incident as 
an act of sectarian ter-
rorism.
Victims were on their 
way to mine when trag-
edy struck
The victims were going 
to a coal mine to extract 
coal when picked up by 
armed accused. Panic 
prevailed in the Mach 
area in the aftermath of 
the terrorist incident.
Mach area of district 
Kachi houses rich-coal 
reservoirs and thou-
sands of coal miners 
have been extracting 
coal from the mountains. 

In the past, armed 
accused have targeted 
passenger trains, secu-
rity forces and other 
vital national installa-
tions.
PM condemns miners 
killing
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Sunday 
strongly condemned the 
terrorist attack. The pre-
mier took to Twitter and 
termed the incident as 
an inhuman and cow-
ardly act on the parts of 
terrorists.
Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan strongly con-
demned the incident and 
directed the concerned 
officials to submit a 
report in this regard.
Home Minister con-
demns terror act
Home Minister 

Balochistan, Mir 
Ziaullah Langove 
strongly condemned the 
terrorist incident and 
directed the law enforc-
ers to arrest the culprits. 
He said the perpetrators 
of the firing incident 
would be brought to 
book. He directed police 
and levies to submit a 
report in this regard and 
ensure the arrest of the 
culprits.
Security forces person-
nel have cordoned off 
the area after unidenti-
fied assailants opened 
fire in the Machh coal-
field. Police officials 
collected evidence from 
the place of the unfor-
tunate incident.
Rescue officials said 
that the injured have 
been shifted to a hospi-
tal in Machh for medi-

cal treatment. The con-
dition of all the 
wounded was said to be 
serious.  
A couple of months ago 
four colliers were killed 
in an accident when the 
rope of a trolley they 
were in snapped in the 
Lakhra coalmine at 
Jamshoro. The rope of a 
trolley snapped when 
the colliers were exiting 
the Lakhra coalmine, 
throwing them 400 feet 
down the mine.
The colliers’ bodies 
were recovered follow-
ing a three-hour hectic 
operation.
Jamshoro Deputy 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Fareeduddin Mustafa 
said arrangements to 
shift the bodies to their 
native places were 
underway. 

11 Coal Miners killed in 
Mach Balochistan

PM Imran Khan ,CM Balochistan strongly condemned the 
terrorist attack on innocent people of coal miners

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chief 
Commissioner Islamabad 
Amir Ahmed Ali on 
Sunday constituted a joint 
investigation team (JIT) to 
probe the death of a young 
man in an alleged staged 
encounter.

SP Saddar Sarfraz Virk 
has been named as the 
head of the JIT that also 
comprises the DSP Ramna, 
DSP investigation and the 
SHO of the Ramna police 
station. The commissioner 
formed the probe team 
under the anti-terrorism 
act. It is required to carry 
out a detailed investigation 
into the incident and sub-
mit a report at the earliest.

On Jan 2, five Counter-

Terrorism Department 
(CTD) personnel were 
taken into custody for 
indiscriminately gunning 
down a 22-year-old young 
man in the Sector G-10 area 
on Srignagar Highway 
within the jurisdiction of 
Ramna police station in the 
federal capital.

Also Read: Five CTF offi-
cials arrested after firing 
on vehicle in Islamabad

The security officials 
shot multiple fires on a 
‘suspicious’ vehicle in 
Islamabad’s G-10 after 
allegedly trying to stop the 
driver many times, police 
said, adding that the offi-
cials followed a suspicious 
‘vehicle with tinted glasses 
and tried to stop it many 
times’.

JIT formed to probe 
Islamabad youth’s death in 

‘staged’ shootout

QUETTA: Angry protesters blocked main Western Bypass in Quetta and burnt tires to 
mourn the killing of 11 coal miners in Mach: Photo Quetta Voice

Balochistan govt wants 
ECP to postpone PB-20 

Pishin by-election
Our Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The Government 
of Balochistan has written 
a letter to the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) requesting it to 
postpone by-election on a 
provincial assembly seat 
(PB-20) in Pishin.

The letter states that 
Pishin would be experi 
encing severe cold condit 
ions in January and Febru 
ary as the weather depar 
tment has forecast snowfall 
in the district during this 
period, due to which the 
local administration will 
not be able to make arrange 
ments for the by-election 
slated for February 16.

Moreover, the security 
situation is unstable as the 
law enforcement agencies 
are making all-out efforts 
to eliminate anti-state 

elements, the letter said, 
adding the second wave of 
the coronavirus is also 
taking a heavy toll on the 
people and that political 
activities, corner meetings 
and rallies amid the 
pandemic will potentially 
lead to the further spread of 
the virus.

The government, therefo 
re, asked the commission to 
postpone the by-election. 
The ECP had last month 
decided to hold by-elections 
for all vacant seats of the 
national and provincial 
assemblies. The seats 
include two of the national 
assembly (NA-75, Sialkot 
and NA-45 Orakzai) and 
six of the provincial 
assemblies (PS-43 Sanghar, 
PS-88 Malir, PB-20 Pishin, 
PS-52 Umerkot, PK-63 
Nowshera, and PS-88 
Gujranwala.

Bilawal 
condemn 
killing of 

coal miners 
in 

Balochistan
News Desk/INP NEWS

KARACHI: Chairman of 
Pakistan People Party 
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari has strongly con-
demned killing of 11 coal 
miners in Machh.

Bilawal Bhutto asked 
government to provide 
security and take other 
measures to ensure safety 
of people associated with 
coal mining. He also 
demanded federal or 
Balochistan government to 
provide compensation to 
heirs of the victims.

Earlier, 11 coal miners 
were shot dead while four 
others were injured in 
Mach area of Kachi district 
on Sunday.

Police said that armed 
men took the coal miners 
to nearby mountains 
where they opened fire on 
them. After news of the 
incident broke, security 
agencies arrived at the coal 
mine and cordoned off the 
area and collected evi-
dence. Rescue officials said 
that injured, who were 
said to be in critical condi-
tion, were shifted to hospi-
tal for medical treatment. 

Women soldiers to defend 
motherland along with men: 

IG FC Balochistan
From Our Correspondent

LORALAI: Inspector 
General Frontier Corps 
(FC) Balochistan, Major 
General Fayyaz Hussain 
Shah here on Saturday said 
women soldiers will 
defend the motherland 
along with men soldiers. 
The FC Chief was address-
ing a passing out parade of 
FC soldiers.

“Participation of females 
in FC force is a good omen 
for country and nation”, 
the IG FC said. After Levies 
Force, women also 
recruited in the FC to 
defend the motherland 
and play their role in main-
taining law and order.

Women too determined 
to defend the motherland 

Women’s participation 

has ensured that they have 
determined to guard the 
country besides men sol-
diers, Mr. Shah stated. 
Colonel Muhammad 
Tasleem, the Chief Instruc 
tion FC training school 
Loralai, the Deputy Insp 
ector General of Police, 
Syed Mohsin Ali, Deputy 
Commissioner Fayyaz Ali, 
and others also partici-
pated in the passing out 
ceremony. However, tribal 
elites including Sardar 
Sikandar Hayat Jogezai, 
Sardar Masoom Tareen 
and others were also pre-
sent on the occasion.

FC soldiers laid down 
their lives in the battle 
against terrorists 

The IG FC stated that the 
history of this force is full 
of sacrifices and it is a mat-

ter of pleasure that the 
standard of training was 
not less than any profes-
sional training organiza-
tion. He said, “today’s war 
is not of only weapons 
rather economy, media, 
and all matter”.

Balochistan has been the 
target of terrorists in the 
past. FC soldiers embraced 
martyrdom while battling 
the terrorists in various 
parts of the province, he 
noted. He said all conspira-
cies of the enemy would be 
foiled with the support of 
masses. The IG FC men-
tioned that India was 
involved in gross human 
rights violations in the 
occupied Kashmir valley. 
Kashmiris are fighting 
against the oppressors, he 
mentioned.

PM directs FC to use all 
resources to nab Machh 

shooting culprits
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has 
condemned the killing of 
eleven coal miners in 
Balochistan’s Machh area 
and directed the FC to use 
all resources to appre-
hend the culprits behind 
the shooting incident.

“The condemnable kill-
ing of 11 innocent coal 
miners in Machh Baloc 
histan is yet another cow-
ardly inhumane act of ter-
rorism,” he wrote on his 
official Twitter handle.

“[I] Have asked the FC 
to use all resources to 
apprehend these killers & 
bring them to justice. The 
families of the victims 
will not be left abandoned 

by the govt.” Minister for 
Human Rights Shireen 
Mazari tweeted: 
“Terrorists now target 
poor coal miners in Machh 
Balochistan – murdering 
11 & seriously wounding 
4. Indian funded terrorists 
in Balochistan getting 
more desperate as devel-
opment comes to prov-
ince. Socio econ empower-
ment & Insaf for the 
Baloch are how we will 
defeat the terrorists.”

The coal miners were 
going to their work place 
when unidentified armed 
men opened fire on them, 
the law enforcement agen-
cies sources said. The 
injured and dead bodies 
were shifted to a hospital 
in Machh.

One person 
killed, four 

ijured
Monitoring Desk

KARACHI: A man was 
killed and four others 
injured after a car rammed 
into a tree and broke into 
two parts on Karachi’s 
University Road Sunday 
morning.

According to the police, 
the driver lost control of 
the car, which led to the 
accident. It took place near 
the Samama Shopping 
Centre. “The person killed 
in the crash identified as 
24-year-old Hassan Ali,” a 

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Youth Affairs, Muhammad Usman Dar 
along with Advisor to the Prime Minister on Accountability & Interior, Barrister Mirza Shahzad 

Akbar addressing a press conference. INP PHOTO

Lawyer 
abducted in 
Islamabad

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Unknown 
culprits abducted a law-
yer from his house in fed-
eral capital on Sunday. 
Lawyers’ community 
announces to boycott 
court proceedings till his 
recovery.

According to details, 
unidentified culprits 
barged into residence of 
Advocate Hammad 
Saeed Dar located in 
Sector G-16/3 of 
Islamabad and kid-
napped him. 

Islamabad Bar 
Association have 
demanded early recovery 
of the abducted lawyer 
and announced to boy-
cott the court proceed-
ings till his recovery. 

Poisonous 
gas kills a 

coal miner in 
Chamalang 
Balochistan, 
7 recovered

Hussain Zarkoon

DUKKI: Poisonous gas has 
killed a coal miner in 
Balochistan’s Chamalang 
area on Sunday evening. 
Iftikhar Ahmed, a police 
officer said rescue workers 
have however recovered 7 
coal miners trapped inside 
the mine. The coal mine 
filled with poisonous gas 
and claimed the life of a 
miner, Mr. Ahmed said.

The recovered coal min-
ers were initially uncon-
scious and now stable, he 
mentioned. The seven min-
ers have been shifted to 
hospital for medical treat-
ment. Mr. Ahmed said the 
coal miners belonged to 
Afghanistan. Coal miners 
were working deep inside 
the mine when the poison-
ous gas filled the entire 
mine. The rescue workers 
timely reacted and saved 
the lives of 7, the police 
officer informed. He how-
ever said that the poison-
ous gas claimed one life.

Hazardous working 
conditions continue to 
claim human lives

Hazardous working 
conditions in Balochistan 
continue to claim precious 
human lives for a long 
time. Despite repeated app 
eals on the part of laborer 
associations and human 
rights groups, working con 
ditions inside coal mines 
have not been improved.

This incident has hap-
pened few days after an 
incident in the Chamalang 
area inside the coal mine. 
Fortunately, all 6 coal min-
ers rescued and none was 
harmed. Chamalang area 
of Loralai district of 
Balochistan houses rich-
coal reservoirs and thou-
sands of miners have been 
extracting coal from mines.

Education ministers 
to decide about 

school reopening 
tomorrow

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A 
meeting of the Inter-
Provincial Education 
Ministers will be 
held tomorrow (Mon 
day) via video link 
with Federal Minis 
ter for Education 
Shafqat Mahmood in 
the chair.

The forum will 
discuss the prevail-
ing situation of the 
second wave of 
Covid-19 and reo-
pening of educa-
tional institutions 
across the country. It 
will also deliberate 
upon beginning of 
new academic ses-

sion from August 
and reduction of 
spring and summer 
vacations.

The agenda of the 
meeting have a pro-
posal to conduct 
board examinations 
from the last week of 
May. The proposals 
regarding reduction 
in summer vacation 
and start of the 2021-
22 academic session 
in August will also 
likely to be dis-
cussed in the meet-
ing of the education 
ministers.

The meeting is 
expected to discuss 
the national educa-
tion policy.

‘Govt will be finished the 
day PDM resigns,’ Maryam 

tells Bahawalpur rally
News Desk

BAHAWALPUR: PML-N 
Vice President Maryam 
Nawaz on Sunday once 
again lashed out at the PTI 
government over inflation 
and allegedly suppressing 
the opposition, saying the 
day the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) parties decided to 
hand in their resignations 
would be the government’s 
last day.

While addressing a large 
PDM rally in Bahawalpur 
hosted by the PML-N, she 
posed the question to the 
audience whether the 
opposition parties should 
resign in order to mount 
pressure on Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s government.

“Bahawalpur has given 
its verdict; this govern-
ment’s days are numbered. 
So should [we] keep sitting 

in these sham assemblies 
or resign?” she asked the 
crowd, who largely 
responded with “resign!”.

“Remember, this gov-
ernment will be finished 
the day PDM tenders resig-
nations,” she said. 
Although PDM constituent 
parties claim to have 
received the resignations 
of all opposition lawmak-
ers in the national and pro-
vincial assemblies, the alli-
ance has not yet decided 
about handing in the resig-
nations formally.

Addressing PDM presi-
dent Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman, Maryam asked 
what would happen if “I 
turn the direction of this 
sea of Bahawalpur’s” sup-
porters towards Islamabad. 
In such a scenario, she said, 
the prime minister will not 
be able to “hide” from the 
public.
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Pakistan has the advantage of 
being a central point in the 
world’s geological history

The PM has recently 
announced the establishment of 
two new high altitude national 
parks in Gilgit-Baltistan. 
However, the geological history 
of the areas adjoining these 
parks and their hidden potential 
to aggrandise Pakistan’s eco-
nomic growth remain highly 
under-investigated. Economic 
growth is not necessarily cre-
ated by fixed parameters of 
growth in developing countries. 
Rather, it needs to be sustainable 
based on demand-led policy 
advice and innovative ideas. In 
July 2020, the International 
Growth Centre published a 
book, A Little Book of Growth 
Ideas. It presents different ideas 
of economic growth construing 
diverse themes. In Pakistan’s 
context, ‘geological heritage’ is a 
main theme that could kick-start 
new vistas for economic growth.

Pakistan has the advantage of 
being a central point in the 
world’s geological history. The 
Kohistan terrane was an island 

arc like Japan before the Indian 
plate collided with the Eurasian 
plate around 50 million years 
(myr) ago. This precious geologi-
cal asset remains arcane so far. 
Similarly, the presence of perva-
sive marine fossils near Mianwali 
shows they were once part of an 
ancient sea. Acknowledging 
Pakistan’s crucial geotectonic 
significance, in 1995, the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology 
arranged a training course at the 
Institute of Geology, Punjab 
University, which I had the priv-
ilege to attend. Supervised by 
Prof Jean-Pierre Burg and Dr 
David Spencer, the course high-
lighted how India, on the same 
plate as Madagascar some 115 
myr ago, rifted from Antarctica 
and Africa and drifted towards 
Eurasia. As far as Pakistan-
related post-collisional tectonics 
is concerned, one can trace 
Trans-Himalayan batholith 
showing complex suture splits 
into two didactic strands. One is 
the Main Mantle Thrust and 
other bounds the Kohistan ter-
rane. This split is itself a geologi-
cal anomaly. It shows that 
Kohistan terrane has a separate 
geological history to India or the 

Asian continental mass. If these 
factors are commercially high-
lighted, a large number of geolo-
gists and connoisseurs can be 
attracted from all over the world. 
The establishment of Kohistan 
National Geological Park, there-
fore, becomes a demand-led pol-
icy advice.

The Salt Range is another area 
of extraordinary geological sig-
nificance in Pakistan. A geologi-
cal appraisal from north to south 
of the suture zone to the fore-
land on the Punjab plains shows 
alluvial sediments called 
Siwaliks. Unusually deep 
thrusting has infiltrated far into 
the foreland basin to abruptly 
uplift the Salt Range. According 
to a Geological Survey of 
Pakistan report, the Salt Range is 
unique because it showcases a 
diverse variety of geological fea-
tures and paleontological 
remains. This hidden treasure 
needs to be formally organised 
by establishing the Salt Range 
National Geological Museum.

The Chaman fault zone is 
another area of geotectonic 
anomalies in Pakistan. It runs 
down much of the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border. This zone con-

sists of long fault strands linking 
the Himalayan ranges to a zone 
of oceanic ‘subduction’ in the 
Makran region. The geotectonic 
features of this area are poorly 
understood because of difficul-
ties in carrying out fieldwork. 
These justify the establishment 
of Makran National Geological 
Park as another demand-led pol-
icy advice.

In terms of economics, Pakistan 
has a comparative advantage in 
geological heritage. The same 
needs to be highlighted interna-
tionally. There are research funds 
available with international geo-
logical organisations and univer-
sities for research projects. These 
necessarily require fieldwork of 
the area which will boost the 
region’s economic activity and 
tourism and provide disparate 
data for mineral discoveries. The 
establishment of geological parks 
may transform Pakistan into an 
international geotectonic 
research center and act as a cata-
lyst for economic growth in the 
short and long run.

Like Opinion & Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on 
all our daily pieces.

Geological parks: a catalyst for economic growth

Wars in the digital age
Shahzad Chaudhry

The centre-piece of a modern fight-
er’s cockpit are three glass displays 
of 8x10 inches
Let me transport you to the cockpit 
of a modern fighter aircraft which 
is joining combat. He may be alone 
or in the company of similar plat-
forms in similar cockpits. He car-
ries on his aircraft a mix of missiles, 
long and short range, possibly a tar-
geting pod if the mission is so 
intended, jammers and electronic 
warfare suites which act as his pro-
tection from the enemy intending 
harm. In a formation each acts as 
the mother-ship and is autonomous 
in decision-making even when tied 
to a plan. The fluid dynamics of 
aerial combat in multi-bogey (many 
vs many) environment means that 
every moment calls for a new deci-
sion in fulfillment of the intended 
plan. The February 2019 skirmish 
exhibited these attributes.

How does that happen? Earlier 
the Radar controllers on ground 
and pilots communicated to build 
the air picture facilitating tactical 
decisions. Not now. The combat 
controller broadly monitors an 
engagement but will come in only 
when a threat emerges, otherwise 
pilots conduct their combat plan in 
silence. Located in the nose-cone of 
the aircraft is an onboard radar 
which lies at the heart of autono-
mous engagements. It looks into a 
cone of 120-150 degrees with requi-
site power to scan the area ahead 
for targets and the air situation up 
to ranges averaging 150-200 miles 
— this is a measure of the KWs 
power in electromagnetic energy 
generated by the radar in the nose 
cone. Extend 150 degrees at 150 
miles and see the airspace it covers. 
It is immense. Imagine the data 
being triggered by this one radar. 
Each formation member generates 
similar quantum of data corre-
sponding to his own scanned air-
space.

The centre-piece of a modern 
fighter’s cockpit are three glass dis-

plays of 8x10 inches each which act 
as the control panel. At least one is 
dedicated to the Radar which dis-
plays the air picture in recognisable 
symbols identifying potential tar-
gets and their flight parameters. 
There is a perpetual updation of the 
picture as each aircraft, target or 
own, moves or turns or begins a 
tactical manoeuvre. The data thus 
is not only enormous it is constantly 
dynamic. Cumulatively it becomes 
a data-bank impossible to sift for 
the pilot. This is when onboard 
computer-processors come handy. 
Sometime pilots import or export 
data to each other or with the 
AEW&C platform to complement 
the air picture for a full view and to 
wholesomely plan their engage-
ment even as they close on the 
enemy aircraft at top speeds. Ideally 
weapons must be delivered and the 
enemy destroyed at ranges beyond 
visual or barely within visual. 
That’s the aim though it may not 
always turn out that way. It is criti-
cal though to enter combat with a 
clearly stated plan. This is done 
without verbal communication 
through the shared data screens.

Modern fighters will have two to 
three such onboard computers each 
with distinct responsibility and 
function which also enable redun-
dancy for more critical operations 
and aircraft safety if one were to go 
down. The radar is not the only 
source generating data; the elec-
tronic suite too is constantly receiv-
ing information and displaying that 
to the pilot of what threat could be 
of concern. That too marries into 
the total data. All weapons are 
slaved to the radar and are in con-
stant communication while homing 
their seekers on the threat and cal-
culating their optimum attack pro-
files to the target were the pilot to 
authorise release of one.

This is when the Fire Control 
System or the onboard computer 
takes over: it prioritises the threat, 
identifies the most optimal firing 
solution and lets the pilot do the 
rest. Pilot’s responsibility is to grasp 

the air situation, plan his engage-
ment based around the instant air 
situation and allocate responsibili-
ties and targets for others if he hap-
pens to be in command of the for-
mation, and execute the plan fulfill-
ing his responsibility. The plan 
must be in place before he enters 
combat even if it remains a beyond-
visual-range engagement. That 
itself will consume all his attention 
and focus. Information in the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum travels at the 
speed of light and he needs his 
mind to work as fast to keep pace 
with constantly developing air situ-
ation, evaluating his plan and exe-
cuting it.

This is what digitisation and inte-
gration has done to combat and 
cumulatively to war. The world of 
ones and zeroes creates a common 
language in a source coded algo-
rithm that enables synergy and per-
fection in the solutions to the mani-
fest situations of a dynamic multi-
ple-axes combat. At the same time 
the pilot is being helped with a fully 
integrated, autonomously priori-
tised, optimally proposed and effi-
ciently drawn geometry that he can 
depend on in a multi-bogey, many 
vs many, combat. An analog signal 
could have been easily flooded by 
adversary’s countermeasures mak-
ing the processor less efficient as a 
consequence, showing targets at 60 
miles range than 100 miles. But 
when you digitise the systems and 
its components, integration and 
synergetic efficiency are perfect — 
such is the beauty of linking all sen-
sors and platforms on common lan-
guage communication links. The 
response options and the depictions 
are instantaneous. It is also fail-safe 
against external disruption.

Modern fighters have more com-
puters, highly powerful, for more 
functions. Some are simply meant 
to fly the aircraft; others manage the 
electronic warfare suites and coun-
termeasures. These aircraft have 
dispensed with manual flight con-
trols replacing cables and pulleys 
with electronic signals which trans-

mit throughout the aircraft to move 
intended surfaces and control sys-
tems. A Flight Control Computer is 
one such processing facility. A 
transducer measures the force 
applied by the pilot on a fixed con-
trol stick — actually it moves by 
one-sixteenth of an inch — converts 
that into electric signal in which 
electrons fly at the speed of light to 
move the surface by the angle 
desired by the pilot in an instant. 
This has revolutionised manouvre-
ability and given the pilot nose 
authority — the ability to point 
towards a target and unleash a 
weapon on him in an instant bring-
ing efficiency to the art of killing in 
air. A superb pilot in command of a 
perfect detection and targeting sys-
tem on an agile weapons platform 
makes for a perfect killing machine.

During all this there is a combat 
plan being executed in a formation 
and a group that has all players 
singing from the same page. That is 
the beauty and the challenge of 
modern combat and its platforms. It 
entails each player to be equally 
skilled, equally deft and equally 
nimble with their minds, fingers 
and their brains. Muscle power is 
as critical as is brain power for both 
will need to work under highest 
physical and mental load. He will 
need a lightning-speed decision 
process supported by the systems 
but must be able to cut the clutter 
and only home onto what is urgent 
and crucial. What will Artificial 
Intelligence do to this process? 
Make decisions and trigger a firing 
solution even when the pilot is 
undertaking other tasks needing 
his intervention? This is how tech-
nology has changed combat and 
revolutionised war. Digitisation 
underwrites the Revolution in 
Military Affairs. It has changed 
how wars must be fought. We will 
take that up the next time. Hope 
you enjoyed the ride.

Like Opinion & Editorial on 
Facebook, follow @ETOpEd on 
Twitter to receive all updates on all 
our daily pieces.

The silent killer
Eric Shahzar

With the new vaccines coming 
in, the Covid-19 crisis will fade 
with time but air pollution is 
here to stay

When it comes to mitigating 
climate change, South Asia’s and 
specifically Pakistan’s track 
record has been well below par. 
We are the fifth most vulnerable 
country to climate change, two 
places up from last year. Global 
climate change is having an 
adverse impact on already cli-
mate-stressed regions; and with 
the second Covid-19 wave dis-
rupting economies and crip-
pling healthcare systems, little 
attention has been given to the 
climate crisis. The PTI govern-
ment has been complacent and 
congratulated itself on many 
occasions for introducing pro-
gressive initiatives. However, 
realistically the crisis is far from 
gone.

In 2017, a report by the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) indicated that 
by the year 2100, deadly chronic 
heat waves could turn some 
parts of South Asia completely 
uninhabitable. We may not be 
too alarmed by this report con-
sidering that humankind has 
more than eight decades left to 
do something about ecological 
disruption. However, there is 
even more serious trouble ahead 
for us. In Pakistan, all efforts 
have been in place to contain the 
Covid-19 crisis, and with politi-
cal instability looming large, no 
one is talking about the relent-
less rise in air pollution levels — 
which is the new silent killer.

Traditionally, Lahore is con-
sidered as the most air-polluted 
city in the country, with visible 

smog for almost quarter of the 
year. However, in the first week 
of December, Karachi’s Air 
Quality Index (AQI) ranking, 
which measures air quality, 
placed the city as the most air-
polluted in the world. Lahore 
was way down at number five, 
which usually wins the air qual-
ity charts. Despite the Covid-19 
lockdown restrictions, all the big 
metropolitan cities of the coun-
try are experiencing unprece-
dented levels of air pollution.

It is important to highlight 
that annually around 135,000 
deaths are attributed to air pol-
lution in Pakistan while 5.88% 
of GDP is the estimated eco-
nomic burden of this silent 
killer. With substandard eco-
nomic policies already mani-
festing accelerated climate 
change in full swing and a 
relentless rise in air pollution 
levels is only adding fuel to fire.

Travelling on the motorway, 
especially in the Punjab region, 
we notice a chimney-shaped 
building which releases black 
carbon without any pause, day 
and night. These are called brick 
kilns, and around 20,000 of 
these kilns exist in Pakistan. 
They add to the staggering lev-
els of air pollution. Black carbon 
is a powerful contributor to 
global climate change, possibly 
a close second to carbon diox-
ide. The brick kiln sector is 
highly unregulated and no 
proper mechanisms are in place 
to tackle this.

Today, a brilliant zig-zag tech-
nology has been introduced that 
reduces coal consumption by 
20% and carbon emissions by 
40-60%. The smoke from kilns 
that employ zig-zag technology 
is almost white in colour with 

significantly low air pollution 
levels. Pakistan must move 
towards this new technology 
without any hesitation.

Deforestation is one of the piv-
otal reasons behind the inces-
sant air pollution levels in 
Pakistan. Even after the Billion 
Tree Tsunami project, Pakistan 
still has one of the fastest defor-
estation rates in the region, and 
our forest cover has shrunk to 
an abysmal 5.7%. As per inter-
national standards, countries 
must have a forest cover of at 
least 25% of total land, while cit-
ies must have a forest cover of at 
least 10%. In addition to this, 
let’s not forget how the Billion 
Tree Tsunami project has been 
marred with corruption allega-
tions. Recently, the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan ordered for a 
comprehensive report on the 
project with highlights of the 
exact number of trees as well as 
the areas in which they have 
been planted.

For any progressive climate 
change initiative to become a 
reality, we need a robust budget 
for the ministry which is, as of 
now, being downgraded to a 
whole new level. In the federal 
budget of 2020-21, not only did 
the climate change ministry 
funding get cut by over 34%, it 
also did not receive a single 
penny for any new initiatives. In 
other words, budgetary alloca-
tions for the ministry came 
down from Rs7.5 billion in 2019-
20 to Rs5 billion in 2020-21. The 
lion’s share — Rs4.9 billion 
(almost 98% of the budget) — 
will go to the tree planting pro-
gramme which is already in hot 
waters. Unless and until the civil 
society changes its lifestyle and 
public transport is made more 

mainstream, chances of tackling 
air pollution seem remote. Why 
can we not introduce congestion 
charges for areas with heavy 
traffic flows? Many countries 
have a congestion tax in place 
which is not only reducing car-
bon emissions but is also gener-
ating tax revenue for the govern-
ment. In 2019, under the super-
vision of Murtaza Wahab 
Siddiqui, the Sindh government 
in collaboration with the Sindh 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (SEPA) launched a con-
structive initiative to cut carbon 
emissions, but the project has 
vanished in thin air today. 
Vehicles emitting smoke and 
harming the environment were 
supposed to be fined by the 
authorities. What has the pro-
gress been so far? Do we have 
any statistics on this since last 
year? What we know is that an 
extremely detrimental air pol-
lutant by the name of PM 2.5 is 
emitted during the combustion 
of liquid fuels, such as for power 
generation and in vehicle 
engines. This type of air pollut-
ant can get deep into the lungs 
and even enter the bloodstream. 
Exposure to these particles can 
affect a person’s lungs and 
heart, which can be fatal.

With the new vaccines coming 
in, the Covid-19 crisis will fade 
with time but air pollution is 
here to stay. In a time in which 
people are already struggling to 
cope with the Covid-19 crisis, 
rising air pollution clearly adds 
more fuel to fire. We must not, at 
all costs, downplay the long-
term consequences of neglect-
ing this silent killer. Reversing 
the relentless rise in air pollu-
tion is definitely an urgent need 
of the hour.

Balochistan needs a motorway, not a 
ministry in the federal cabinet as 
demanded by the ruling Balochistan 
Awami Party (BAP). The ruling party 
expressed reservations about its share in 
the federal cabinet during its lawmakers’ 
meeting chaired by the chief minister, Jam 
Kamal Khan.
The party demanded a fair share in the 
federal cabinet and mentioned that it has 
sufficient representation in the Senate and 
National Assembly (NA). Simply, the 
party demands another federal ministry. 
The track record shows ministries offer no 
panacea to the ills of Balochistan.
In fact, Balochistan that covers half of the 
country in terms of the area has not a single 
kilometer motorway. Although, most parts 
of the country connected through motor-
ways from Islamabad to Peshawar, Lahore, 
Multan, Faisalabad, Sukkur, and other cit-
ies. Linking Balochistan with the rest of the 
country through a motorway was not and 
is not on the radar of governments.
Construction of motorways across the 
country has reduced the sufferings of 
masses in Punjab, Sindh, and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. However, Balochistan has 
not been on the agenda of rulers with 
regard to the construction of motorways to 
enable its masses to cover long distances in 
short times.
Nawaz’s nationalist partners also fail to 
construct a motorway
Nationalist allies of former ruling Pakistan 
Muslim League (N) failed to launch con-
struction of a motorway in Balochistan 
despite having cordial relations with for-
mer premier Nawaz Sharif. Similarly, chief 
minister Jam Kamal has repeatedly 
lamented that the province has not a single 
kilometer motorway. But, he is yet to 
mount pressure on the federal government 
to convince it to launch the construction of 
the motorway.
Motorway, for the people of Balochistan, 
seems to be day-dreaming since the 
Quetta-Karachi highway, commonly called 
the “killer highway” has not been 
expanded, and work on its dualization is 
yet to be commenced. The RCD highway is 
a one-lane road that has heavy traffic as it 
connects the capital cities of two provinces. 
Since its construction by Iran and Turkey 
under the banner of RCD, it has never been 
improved, although the traffic has greatly 
increased on this road.
Moreover, the lack of motorway police, 
except at some spots, is yet another cause 
of concern. There are no checks by the 
traffic controlling agencies on the 813km 
highway. Vehicle papers and driving 
licenses are not checked, while there is no 
action against those who violate the safety 
rules. The ruling BAP must come up with 
a demand for the construction of a motor-
way to address the long-standing demand 
of the people of Balochistan. Indeed, this 
would be a great service to the people. 
For the federal government, it must dem-
onstrate responsibility to turn its words 
into action and bring Balochistan at par 
with other parts of the country.

Balochistan needs 
motorway not a 

ministry
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Man involved in murder 
of German National held 

in Capital
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Police on Friday arrested a 
person for his alleged invol 
vement in murder of Germ 
an national and impou 
nded vehicle used in the 
crime. 

According to details, a 
German national was gun 
ned down by two persons 

on December 29, 2020 when 
he resisted during dacoity 
attempt in sector G-10/4. 
The assailants managed to 
escape after the incident, 
however, the police col-
lected evidences from the 
scene and started investi-
gated into the matter by 
using modern technology. 
DIG (Operations) Waqar 
Uddin Syed took notice.

News Desk/INP NEWS

RAWALPINDI: Owing to lack 
of professional tax advisors 
in our country, there are a 
number of constraints and 
problems with regard to fair 
collection of taxes and caus-
ing panics and worries 
among the tax payers.

This was stated by Mr. 
Khalid Nawaz CEO of Knight 
Human Management (KHM) 
SHALAAN Pakistan, an 
agency to protect the rights 
and jobs of overseas 
Pakistanis while addressing 
as chief guest to the students 
of Tax Advisory Course dur-
ing a special session held 
here under KHM on Sunday.  

He said the training and 
preparation of professional 
tax advisors will help not 
only making the tax collec-
tion fair but also provide a 
number of job opportunities 
for our youth in trade and 
industry. “Our related laws 
to business tax, professional 
tax and personal tax are 
needed to be made public in 
simple and understandable 
way to ensure transparent 
collection of taxes”, he 
added. 

The CEO said that KHM is 
striving hard to promote 
professional skills and these 
courses have been designed 
to produce tax advisors who 
are the need of our trade, 

industry and other services 
providers. These courses 
will also help our youth to be 
able to seek respectable and 
dependable jobs leading 
towards materializing the 
successful youth vision of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan. 
Apart from reducing unem-
ployment from the country, 
the aim of these training 
courses is also to ensure 
transparent collection of 
taxes. 

Mr. Khalid said that lack 
of consciousness regarding 
business laws including tax 
payment has resulted in 
many difficulties and unde-
sirable practices which harm 
the national exchequer. This 

also leads to the loss of busi-
ness community.  
“Familiarity with the related 
laws, including professional 
tax, personal tax and busi-
ness tax, and their imple-
mentations and implications 
can also create a myriad of 
employment opportunities”, 
he mentioned. 

He told that the partici-
pants of these courses would 
be trained as professional 
tax and legal practitioners so 
that they can easily under-
stand the obstacles and other 
matters in business to resolve 
the same professionally. 

Khalid Nawaz said that we 
are trying to make our youth 
self-employed under the 

vision of PM Imran Khan, 
and by increasing the num-
ber of tax advisors under 
KHM Training we are reduc-
ing un-employment. These 
training courses also ensure 
transparent collection of 
taxes.

Tax payers face problems owing 
to lack of professional tax 
advisors: Khalid Nawaz

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid 
informed on Wednesday that the government had 
decided to cancel former prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif’s passport on February 16.

Speaking to the media at the Capital Development 
Authority’s headquarter, Rashid further said that if 
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) has decided to take 
part in the Senate elections then it will also be partici-
pating in the by-polls.

Rashid’s remarks came as the Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) surprised everyone, a day earlier, with the 
announcement of contesting the upcoming Senate 
elections, while endorsing at the same time almost all 
decisions of the Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM), including resigning from assemblies.

The party, in its Central Executive Committee (CEC) 
meeting at the Bilawal House, also decided to chal-
lenge the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-led govern-
ments at the Centre and in other provinces through 
no-confidence motions in the National Assembly, 
Punjab Assembly and others.

The interior minister said the door for dialogues 
was open as he termed the opposition members 
‘thieves’, out to get their stealing pardoned. “They are 
all going to be exposed,” he said.

He further informed that from January 1st visas for 
all countries can be applied for online, including for 
Afghanistan and China. Discussing CDA’s matters, 
the interior minister announced regularising all con-
tractual employees of the development authority.

Nawaz’s passport to be 
cancelled on Feb 16: 

Sheikh Rasheed

Court indicts nine accused 
in Sindh wheat scam

News Desk

SUKKUR: An accountability court on Friday indicted 
nine accused in a case pertaining to Sindh wheat scam. 

The case was taken up by AC Judge Farid Anwar 
Qazi. Deputy Director Rafique Rajpar, DFC, Iqbal 
Pathan and other accused were indicted in the scam.

However, the accused denied the charge-sheet and 
pleaded themselves as innocent.

The hearing of the case was later, adjourned till 
January 15.

Earlier, the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
Sindh chapter had recovered more than Rs10 billion in 
wheat scandal under the inquiries opened against the 
provincial food department for the theft of wheat 
worth more than Rs15 billion.

A report released by NAB showed that nine inquir-
ies were opened against Sindh Food Department in 
Sukkur as wheat worth more than Rs15 billion had 
been stolen in nine districts. The flour mill owners 
plea-bargained Rs2.112 billion during the NAB investi-
gation, the report had said.

Pakistani scholar dispels 
various misperceptions 

about China
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: An eminent writer and Director of China 
Study Center Shakeel Ahmad Ramay in a book dispelled 
various so-called myths about China and tried to create 
awareness about the country’s political system.

The book was recently published on theme, 
‘Understanding China for Future Cooperation’. Talking 
to Gwadar Pro, Ramay introduced it saying that although 
China is doing a lot but there is little understanding 
about the systems of China among some countries and 
masses. The lack of understanding about China leads to 
criticism and undue controversies and China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is no exception.

“The book is an effort to create an awareness about 
China, to make people aware of different systems of 
China and how China is keeping all these systems for 
moving towards prosperity of the people,” he briefly 
explained.

The book covers all aspects about China including 
prosperity, eco-civilization, diplomacy and security 
vision and how changing dynamics are looking in 
China, how China is rising in these changing dynamics. 

He hoped that the book will decode different aspects 
and myths about China.

When asked about Pak-China relations particularly 
CPEC project, Ramay commented that China has helped 
Pakistan in a number of sectors.

Downtrend in kinnow 
exports matter of 
concern: Jawad

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Vice 
President of Pakistan 
Businesses Forum and 
former chairman 
FPCCI Standing 
Committee on 
Agriculture, Ahmad 
Jawad has expressed 
concerns over down-
trend in kinnow 
exports and said pro-
cessing units are work-
ing at 50% output

In a statement 
issued on Friday, he 
said that slowdown of 
kinnow exports was 
mainly due to lack of 
acceptance in 
Afghanistan and Iran 
market through land 
route. He said, during 
previous seasons, 
Pakistani kinnow 
mostly routed through 
Afghanistan for CIS 
states, but this time 
the acceptability is 
less. 

He expressed fear if 
the situation prevails 
till the end of season, 
kinnow exports target 
could drop to 70,000 

tons. 
The former chair-

man FPCCI Standing 
Committee on 
Agriculture said, 
“Total production of 
kinnow is around 2.1 
million tons, however, 
the production of 
quality exportable 
kinnow is appropriate. 
The country’s kinnow 
industry $781 million 
and the entire econ-
omy of Bhalwal and 
Sargodha districts of 
Punjab depends on 
kinnow cultivation. 
Some 250 kinnow pro-
cessing facilities in the 
region provide direct 
employment to 250,000 
people.”

He said that Iran is 
the second largest 
market for kinnow 
export. If it opens 
timely the export of 
product will increase 
by 40% but our previ-
ous efforts in this 
regard put in vain 
which we did. PBF 
official urged the 
Iranian government to 
allow kinnow exports 

from 1st February for 
the period of two 
months or through 
barter trade.

Jawad highlighted 
that India had also 
started the production 
of kinnow from the 
last three to four years 
which will be a threat 
to Pakistan in the 
international market. 
Apart from the struc-
tural flaws in our hor-
ticulture sector the 
ongoing weaker rupee 
and high-inflation 
phenomenon is also 
playing havoc, he 
added. 

He said, the cost of 
growing fruits and 
vegetables has been on 
the rise after substan-
tial rupee depreciation 
in the past year and 
headline inflation now 
scaling new heights 
every month. 
Increased cost of 
inputs is also making 
it difficult for fruit and 
vegetable exporters to 
remain competitive in 
international markets; 
he added.

Extension in relief package 
for construction industry 

commendable: ICCI
Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Acting Presi 
dent, Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI), Fatima Azim has 
said that the business com-
munity of the entire coun-
try was demanding exten-
sion in the relief package 
for the construction indus-
try as insufficient time was 
given to take advantage of 
it and hailed the announce-
ment of the Prime Minister 
Imran Khan to extend this 
package for another year. 

“It a very commendable 
decision as it would prove 
highly beneficial for the 
country and steer the econ-
omy out of current difficul-
ties towards better recov-
ery and growth,” she 
added. 

Fatma Azim said that the 
PM has extended the fixed 
tax regime for construction 
sector for one and the facil-
ity of non-disclosure of sou 
rce of income for six mon 
ths, which was very encour-
aging. She said that the 
business community has 
also welcomed the one yea 
r’s extension in the period 
for construction projects by 
allowing them to be com-
pleted by 2023 which would 
facilitate initiation and exe-
cution of more projects in 
this important sector. 

She said that many other 
industries were associated 
with the construction 
industry so the expansion 
of the construction package 
would not only boost the 

business of all allied indus-
tries, it would also increase 
investment and create 
plenty of new jobs leading 
to reduction in unemploy-
ment and poverty. 

ICCI Acting President 
further said that the busi-
ness activities have been 
badly hit by the outbreak of 
Covid-19 pandemic, which 
has prevented many mem-
bers of the business com-
munity from filing their 
income tax returns. 
Therefore, she appealed to 
the Finance Minister Abdul 
Hafeez Sheikh to allow suf-
ficient extension in the 
period for filing of income 
tax returns so that more 
members of business com-
munity could file their 
income tax returns with 
ease. Vice President ICCI 
Abdul Rehman Khan said 
that former Chairman FBR 
Shabbar Zaidi had stopped 
the tax department from 
recovering cash from the 
bank accounts to save the 
business community from 
unnecessary problems. 
However, the process of 
recovery from the bank 
accounts of business com-
munity has been started 
again by the FBR, which 
has created lot of concerns 
in the business sector. He 
demanded that the recov-
ery from the bank accounts 
under Section 140 should 
be stopped immediately 
and legal procedure 
should be adopted to 
expand the tax base of the 
country.

Demo in 
Muzaffarabad 

against 
killing of 3 

youth in 
IIOJK

News Desk

MUZAFFARABAD: The 
International Forum for 
Justice and Human Rights 
held a protest demo in 
front of press club in Muza 
ffarabad, today, to con-
demn the killing of inno-
cent youth by Indian troo 
ps in Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir.

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the protest-
ers on the occasion chanted 
slogans against India and 
Kashmiri’s freedom from 
Indian occupation like 
“Killer killer, Modi killer”, 
“We want freedom” and 
“Go India go back”.

The Chairman of the 
International Forum for 
Justice and Human Rights, 
Muhammad Ahsan Untoo 
addressing the protesters 
via telephone from 
Srinagar said that the 
Indian troops had killed 
three Rajouri labourers in 
a fake encounter in Shopi 
an in July last year.

Daniel Pearl murder case: 
SHC issues notices on 

contempt petitio
News Desk/INP NEWS

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court on Thursday issued 
notices to the Chief Secretary Sindh and others in a con-
tempt petition over detention of the accused of Daniel 
Pearl murder case. 

A bench of the high court had declared a notification 
with regard to detention of four accused in the case, 
Ahmed Omer Saeed Shaikh, co-accused Fahad Naseem, 
Salman Saqib and Sheikh Adil, as null and void and 
ordered their immediate release from the jail. A con-
tempt of court petition was filed against the provincial 
chief secretary, jail officials and others over the govern-
ment’s failure in compliance of the court orders.

The court issued notices to the chief secretary, addi-
tional chief secretary over the contempt petition and 
summoned reply from them and the jail officials on 
January 07.

“Why the accused were not released over the court 
orders,” the bench asked the Advocate General Sindh. 
“Issue a notice we will submit a written reply over the 
matter,” the advocate general replied.

The bench while declaring the government notifica-
tion as void had also ordered putting the names of 
accused Ahmed Omer Saeed Shaikh and others in the 
exit control list (ECL).

The court observed that the accused have been in jail 
for last 18 years and ordered the accused to appear as 
and when the court summon them after their release.

Provincial home department had detained the accused 
under the Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA) on September 28.

Four convicts of the murder case, Ahmed Omer Saeed 
and others had moved the Sindh High Court (SHC) chal-
lenging their convictions handed down by the 
Hyderabad Anti-Terrorism Court in 2002, after finding 
them guilty of abducting and killing American Journalist 
Daniel Pearl.

The ATC had handed death sentence to main accused 
Ahmed Omer Saeed Shaikh and life sentences to other 
three accused.

The high court overturned the verdict of the ATC and 
acquitted convicts on April 02 this year.

The Sindh Government and the family of Daniel Pearl 
filed appeals against the high court verdict in Supreme 
Court and the case has been under hearing in the apex 
court. The 38-year-old South Asia bureau chief of The 
Wall Street Journal, Daniel Pearl, was researching a 
story on religious extremists, in January 2002 in Karachi, 
when he was abducted and slain.
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PTI plays Junejo Card in 
Sindh by-elections

News Desk

KARACHI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf has decided to 
use decades’ old ‘Junejo Card’ aka Junejo politics in 
upcoming by-elections in Sindh where neck-and-neck 
contest is expected amid ongoing PDM and ruling PTI 
rivalry..

In Sindh, the by-elections are going to be held on 
PS-52 Umerkot, PS-88 Malir and PS-43 Sanghar. 

Ruling PTI candidates are Jan Sher Junejo and 
Mushtaq Junejo in Malir and Sanghar constituencies 
respectively.

PTI is making all-out efforts to nominate a Junejo in 
Sanghar constituency, which is a stronghold of Pir 
Sahab Pagara (Sibghatullah Shah Rashdi), the eighth 
spiritual leader of Hurs and president of Pakistan 
Muslim League (Functional).

Pir Sahab Pagara is also the leader of the Grand 
Democratic Alliance which was formed on October 
23, 2017.

Earlier Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has 
decided to hold by-elections on seven constituencies 
including two National Assembly constituencies 
NA-75 Sialkot and NA-45 Kurram Agency while pro-
vincial assembly seats by-polls are: PS-52 Umerkot, 
PS-88 Malir and PS-43 Sanghar in Sindh, PP-51 
Gujranwala in Punjab, PK-63 Nowshera in KP and 
PB-20 Pishin in Balochistan.

Sindh Governor Imran Ismael has now become a 
politician on the move, travelling frequently to 
Islamabad from Karachi these days in a bid to accom-
plish the multiple tasks including negotiations with 
allied parties, upcoming by-elections and Senate polls 
2021. 

It has been reported that Governor Ismael was 
tasked to inform Prime Minister Imran Khan why Pir 
Sahab Pagara is upset and what Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement really wants. 

Governor Imran Ismael’s list of things to do is not 
yet limited to the above-mentioned tasks only, he is 
also to remain vigilant and keep an eye on the cracks 
widening in the 11-party opposition alliance Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM) in Sindh and weak-
nesses the ruling party in Sindh – Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP).

Last but not the least, Imran Ismael is also tasked to 
keep an eye on who will address the media on the 
ongoing matters from the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
side.  Imran Ismael visited Islamabad on Friday and 
came back to Karachi next day and he will once again 
travel to the federal capital on Monday. 

‘Selected’ govt will be sent 
packing with public’s help: 

Bilawal
Monitoring Desk

THATTA: Chairman of Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 
Bilawal Bhutto Zard ari has said that with the help of 
public, selected gov ernment will be sent packing and 
people’s government will come into power.

Talking to media persons, Bilawal said that Pakistan has 
highest inflation in the region and people are suffering due 
to rising living costs because of incumbent incompetent 
government as an unqualified prime minister has been 
imposed on us.

PPP Chairman said that country’s economic progress is 
even lacking behind Bangladesh and PM says that he is 
under training. Bilawal asked Imran Khan to step down if 
he does not have solution to problems of masses.

Responding to reports of differences in Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM), Bilawal said that the oppo-
sition alliance is strong as ever despite conspiracies of gov-
ernment ministers. A win for PDM is also a win for People’s 
Party, he added.

Bilawal, while condemn ing killing of 11 coal miner in 
Machh area of Baloch istan, said that there is no implemen-
tation of Nation al Action Plan (NAP) since PTI came into 
power. Rulers should immediately start implementation of 
NAP, he stressed.

PPP Chairman further said that such incidents could 
have been avoided if ministers, instead of focusing on 
PDM, paid attention to their job.

Siraj warns govt of 
enemies’ conspiracies to 

push country into 
sectarian violence

Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), Senator Sirajul 
Haq condemning the killing of 11 innocent coal miners 
in Machh Balochistan has termed the incident an inhu-
man and coward act of terrorism. 
Presiding over the Majlis-e-Shoora session on second 
day on Sunday here at Mansoora, he regretted the two 
tragedies happened in the country just at the start of 
the year but the rulers instead of taking measures to 
ensure security to masses were engaged in attacking 
opposition and issuing non-serious statements. 
Sirajul Haq warned the government against rising 
conspiracies of the foreign enemies of the country, 
saying plot were being made to push Pakistan into a 
sectarian violence. He said the government and secu-
rity forces must developed plan to cope with the chal-
lenge. Deprivations of the masses of underdeveloped 
area should be addressed on priority basis, he 
demanded. 
The JI chief called for bringing electoral reforms and 
national policy to free Kashmir from Indian occupa-
tion. He said the JI was in the field to get rid of the 
status quo forces and transform the country into an 
Islamic welfare state. 
Meanwhile, the JI Shoora passed a resolution con-
demning Islamophobic trends in all over the world 
and particularly in France and emphasizing the need 
of unity among the ranks of the Ummah to cope with 
the challenge. It also declared as shameful the US out-
going President Donald Trump proposed so-called 
“Deal of the Century” to legitimize the Jewish state 
Israel, depriving the real heir from their land. 
The resolution stated Pakistan would never recognize 
Israel, backing fully the struggle of Palestinian people 
against Israel. It condemned Armenian army’s act of 
aggression in Azerbaijan area and supported the 
stance of Pakistan and Turkey on the issue. The resolu-
tion condemned the Indian forces criminal activities in 
the Occupied Jammu and Kashmir and silence of the 
international community on human rights violations 
in the area. It said the Kashmir issue should be resolved 
according to the UN resolutions on it.

PML-N had 
robbed 
South 
Punjab 

funds in 
name of 
Lhore 

renovation: 
Shibli

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Infor 
mation Miniter, Senator 
Shibli Faraz has said that 
unfortunately addressing 
Maryam Nawaz in Bahaw 
alpur Sunday, she forgot 
that this royal family had 
robbed the funds of the 
people of South Punjab in 
the name of renovating 
Lahore. 

He said that the people 
of South Punjab were 
thirsty for education, 
health and light, while all 
their resources were spent 
on Lahore. The farmers of 
South Punjab hate this 
royal gang, he added.

The minister said, the 
Muslim League forced the 
people of South Punjab to 
starve during his rule. As 
sugarcane growers use 
government policies to 
sell their crops on trolleys.

, the Muslim League 
ruined the lives of cotton 
growers in the hatred of 
South Punjab, the Federal 
Information Minister 
maintained. 

He said, the Jati Umrah 
road has been frequently 
carpeted and the roads of 
South Punjab offer a map 
of Mohenjo-daro. How 
does Maryam cry for 
South Punjab today?, the 
Information questioned.

He said, the PTI govern-
ment is fulfilling its prom-
ise to the people of South 
Punjab, adding that the 
Chief Minister was 
elected from a remote area 
of ??South Punjab. He said 
that a separate secretariat 
had been set up and simi-
lar development works 
were being launched in 
South Punjab. 

Investors start installing 
plants in Mohmand SEZ, 
being developed under 

CPEC
News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Mohma 
nd, a Pakistani district 
bordering Afghan 
istan, is going to wit-
ness a new era of devel-
opment as industrial-
ists prepare to install 
marble processing plan 
ts at the special econom 
ic zone being devel-
oped under CPEC.

According to a report 
published by Gwadar 
Pro on Sunday, 
Mohmand, and sur-
rounding districts of 
Bajaur and Khyber, are 
rich in a vast variety of 
marble stones and 
other minerals. Even 
then, these districts are 
known for extreme 
poverty and unem-
ployment. 

However, the 
Mohmand SEZ, 
expected to generate 
around 18,000 direct 
jobs, has the potential 
to make the district a 
hub of jobs and busi-
ness opportunities 
instead.

Bilal Mohmand, an 
industrialist and con-
vener of the standing 
committee on marbles 
and granite of the 
Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of 
Commerce and 
Industry, or FPCCI, 
sought early provision 
of facilities to the SEZ. 

“I have started set-
ting up my plant in the 

SEZ but there are no 
access roads or facili-
ties like water supply 
and electricity”, he 
said. 

Several other indus-
trialists had also 
started installing mar-
ble processing plants, 
he added.

The SEZ was firstly 
envisaged by Pakistan 
Stone Development 
Company, or Pasdec, as 
Mohmand Marble City 
to streamline the mar-
ble stone processing 
industry in the region 
and provide facilities 
for the purpose near 
the districts rich in 
these minerals. 

Later, it was desig-
nated as a full-pledged 
Special Economic Zone 
under CPEC keeping in 
view its ideal location, 
said Waqas Ansari, 
Project Manager 
(Marble Cities) at 
Pasdec.

The management of 
Mohmand Economic 
Zone was later handed 
over to the KP 
Economic Zones 
Development and 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Company, or 
KPEZDMC, a provin-
cial government body, 
following two constitu-
tional amendments, he 
said. 

He also said that this 
shift in authority 
delayed much-needed 
facilities including 

uninterrupted power 
supply and access 
roads.

A source in 
KPEZDMC said that 
the KP government 
wanted the project to 
become fully opera-
tional before July.

Umar Shahid, a tech-
nical officer at 
KPEZDMC, said that 
tenders had been 
sought for the left-over 
works.

A week ago, Tribal 
Areas Electricity 
Supply Company 
(TESCO) authorities 
visited the grid station 
being installed at the 
facility. On December 
31, the KP chief minis-
ter Mehmood Khan 
while directing for 
early completion of 
facilities at the SEZ also 
asked the officials to 
start shifting marble 
plants on Warsak Road 
and scattered plants in 
Mohmand districts to 
the new facility. 

He was informed 
that of the 290 plots, 106 
had been leased out 
already while the 
Warsak Road plants 
would be accommo-
dated in the rest of the 
plots.

Waqas Ansari hailed 
the location of the SEZ. 
It’s close to the Pak-
Afghan Highway, so 
products developed 
here could be easily 
transported to 

KARACHI: Cricket lover hold a protest in favor of Tabish Khan fast bowler who is taken 598 
wickets in first cricket matches outside National Cricket Stadium. INP PHOTO

Large haul of 
munitions recovered 
in Orakzai operation

News Desk

ORAKZAI: The law 
enforcement agencies 
have recovered munitions 
and explosives from an 
area of the tribal district 
of Orakzai on Sunday.

“Four kilograms of 
explosives and 85 grams 
of explosive material 
which was used in suicide 
vests, recovered in an 
operation in Arkhi Kalay 
area,” district administra-
tion said in a statement.

Moreover, 436 car-
tridges of various bore 
weapons, five landmines 
and two batteries were 
also recovered, according 
to the district officials.

The security officials 

also recovered 344 deto-
nators and 87 metres det-
onator cord, six remote 
controls, 100 metres 
safety fuse cord and nine 
hand grenades, Orakzai 
district officials said.

“Two metres of IED 
wire, a sub-machine gun 
(SMG), three chargers and 
430 cartridges were also 
found in the raid,” offi-
cials said.

Apart of the munitions, 
13 pamphlets of an out-
lawed group and two 
wireless sets were also 
recovered in the opera-
tion, the district adminis-
tration said.

Orakzai is a tribal dis-
trict in Kohat Division of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD): Special 
Assistant to the Prime 
Minister on Overseas 
Pakistanis Zulfi Bukhari 
and Minister of State for 
Narcotics Control 
Shehryar Khan Afridi on 
Sunday visited the house 
of student Usama who was 
shot dead by the policemen 
in Islamabad. 

According to details, 
Zulfi Bukhari and Shehr 
yar Afridi met with the 
family of Usama on the 
directives of Prime Mini 
ster (PM) Imran Khan. 

Both the leaders 
extended their condolences 
to the bereave family and 
assured to take stern action 
against those involved in 
the incident.  

Earlier, local court in 
Islamabad had approved a 
three-day physical remand 
of five anti terrorism per-
sonnel in connection with 
the murder of student 
Usama Satti.

Islamabad Chief 
Commissioner had also 
formed a joint investiga-
tion team (JIT) for inquiry 
into student Usama Satti 
murder case.

Sadar Superintendent in 
Police (SP) Muhamad 
Sarfraz Virk became head 
of the team which also 
included members from 
I n t e r - S e r v i c e s 
Intelligence (ISI), Military 
Intelligence (MI) and 
Intelligence Bureau (IB).

The committee was 
irected to submit report 
as soon as possible.

It is to be mentioned 
here that five personnel 

of Anti-Terrorism Depar 
tment had opened fire on 
a vehicle, leaving a youth 
dead in the federal capi-
tal.

According to initial 
report of the incident, 
contrary to the statement 
of the police personnel, it 
was revealed that shots 
were not fired on the 
tyres and five out of total 
17 shots were fired from 
the front of the car which 
led to death of the youth.

The five anti terrorism 
personnel are currently 
under arrest.

The post-mortem 
report of Usama Satti 
revealed that he was shot 
six times, with all bullets 
entering from the back. 
He received one bullet on 
the back of his head, one 
on the left arm and four 
bullets on his back.

On the other hand, it 
has been brought to light 
that there were two police 
cases registered against 
the slain youth, one for 
fraud in July 2018 and an 
FIR under the Narcotics 
Act in October 2018.

The post-mortem 
report of Usama Satti 
revealed that he was shot 
six times, with all bullets 
entering from the back. 
He received one bullet on 
the back of his head, one 
on the left arm and four 
bullets on his back. On 
the other hand, it has 
been brought to light that 
there were two police 
cases registered against 
the slain youth, one for 
fraud in July 2018 and an 
FIR under the Narcotics 
Act in October 2018.

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Pakistan Musl im League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
senior leader Rana Sanaullah on Sunday has said that 
holding a rally is democratic right of everyone.

In a statement, the PML -N leader told that threat 
alert was issued to afraid the people. Will demolish 
puppet government of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
with the help of the nation, he added. Rana Sanaullah 
further demand immediate rele ase of party workers.

On the other hand, PML-N spokesperson Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said that the government authorities are 
making arrests for National Reconciliation Ordinance 
(NRO) and to hide its incompetency.

Prime Minister (PM) Imran Khan and National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) nexus cannot prove 
corruption of a single penny against PML-N presi-
dent Shehbaz Sharif, she added.   

PML-N demands 
immediate release of party 

workers, leaders

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Scores of tourists 
from Quetta and other parts of 
Balochistan thronged towards 
the historic Bolan pass to enjoy 
the sunny day. Tourists estab-
lished camps on the roadside 
near flowing water in heap of 
stones at various locations in 
the rugged mountains of Bolan. 
“We are enjoying clean water 
and beautiful atmosphere”, 
Abdullah Khan, a tourist said.

Like Khan, scores of tourists 
in their vehicles, motorcycles 
reached the mountains on 
Saturday evening (the week-
end) to spend nights. The flow 
of water in clean stones 

improved after better and 
timely rainfall this year.

“We have come here to pass 
weekend”, Muhammad Ajmal, 
another tourist stated. Ajmal 
was half-lying along with other 
colleagues near flowing clean 
water.

Bolan pass remains the scene 
of terror attacks in the near 
past. However, peace has 
returned to the Bolan Pass in 
the aftermath of successful 
operations by security forces. 
Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam 
Kamal Khan, and the outgoing 
Commander Southern 
Command, Lieutenant Waseem 
Ashraf had recently inaugu-
rated a tourist point in the 

mountains.
Government promoting tour-

ism in Balochistan: Jam Kamal 
“We are committed to pro-

moting tourism in Balochistan”, 
Jam Kamal Khan, the Chief 
Minister Balochistan said. He 
said various picnic points 
established to attract national 
and international tourists to 
Balochistan.

The historic Bolan pass con-
nects Balochistan with Sindh 
and other parts of the country. 
The railway line laid down by 
the British rulers also snakes 
through the rugged mountains 
of the Bolan Pass.

“Bolan has a natural beauty 
and we always come here on 

Saturday”, Muhammad Naeem, 
a young tourist said. Some peo-
ple were also dancing on the 
beat of drums to enjoy the clean 
atmosphere and the silence of 
nature in Bolan pass.

Poor, narrow road main hur-
dle for tourists

However, poor road condi-
tion remains one of the major 
concern of tourists. Tourists 
have been facing a lot of prob-
lems owing to poor road condi-
tions. “Government must con-
struct better road to facilitate 
the people”, Ajmal demanded.

Most of the tourists com-
plained about narrow, danger-
ous and poor road that passes 
through Bolan mountains.

Tourists throng towards 
Bolan Pass

Zulfi Bukhari, Shahryar 
Afridi visit slain Usama’s 

house on PM’s order

CM Buzdar 
sets up 
inquiry 

committee 
in PPSC 

“Paper Leak 
Scandal”

News Desk

LAHORE): Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman 
Buzdar, while taking 
notice of the “Paper Leak 
Scandal” in the Punjab 
Public Service Commi 
ssion, has set up an inq 
uiry committee under the 
supervision of the chair-
man CM’s inspection 
team Ali Murtaza. The 
committee will submit its 
report within five days. 

The Chief Minister said 
that Punjab Public 
Service Commission is a 
national organization 
and no will be allowed to 
play with its repute. The 
CMIT team will expose 
the elements who support 
and back those who are 
involved in Paper leak 
scandal. 

Usman Buzdar said 
that the officials support-
ing the “Paper Leak 
Scandal” gang would 
also be brought to book 
without any discrimina-
tion and the reputation of 
the Punjab Public Service 
Commission would be 
protected. Elements who 
are behind the curtain 
will also be exposed, he 
added. Usman Buzdar 
said that the officials sup-
porting the “Paper Leak 
Scandal” gang would 
also be brought to book.


