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IMF, Pakistan agree
not to revise tax
collection targets

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan
and the International Mone
tary Fund (IMF) have agre
ed on not revising the tax
collection targets for the
current financial year
[2020-21], reported, sources
on Saturday.
In this connection, the
sources say the decision
means there won’t be any
change in the overall target
of Rs4,963 billion set for revenue generation till June 30,
2021.Certainly, it is a welcoming news for the people
already hit by alarming
inflation amid an increase
in joblessness and reduced
business activities as they
won’t have to face any extra

burden in the coming
months. However, the sour
ces say, different administrative and enforcement
measures would be taken to
meet these targets.
According to the sources,
the relevant authorities are
confident about achieving
the target set for the first six
months
[July-December
2020] after the FBR managed to meet the figures
from July to November,
which, in fact, exceeded the
estimates.
Hence, an amount of
Rs1,688 billion was collected as taxes during this
period while the gross revenue generated by the FBR
stood at Rs1,773, they
added.

Father kills 17-year
old, 19-year old sons
in Chaman

Syed Sardar Muhammad
Khondai

CHAMAN:
A
father
opened fire and killed two
young sons in Chaman,
Pakistan’s bordering city
with Afghanistan on Satur
day. The victims identified
as 19-year old Sharifullah
and 17-year old Muha
mmad Shafiq, Levies said.
The reason behind the
incident appeared to be a
domestic issue, they mentioned. The accused fled
from the spot after the firing
incident.
Levies
reached the spot and
shifted the dead bodies to
civil hospital Chaman for

postmortem. Doctors said
both the victims had
received multiple bullet
injuries.
Killer identified as
Sharafuddin
The killer identified as
Sharafuddin, a resident of
Hand
Soz
Chowk
Chaman. “We are conducting raids to arrest the
culprit behind this brutal
act”, Levies officials said.
Grief and sorrows prevailed in the area in the
aftermath of the tragic
incident. People widely
condemned the incident
on social media networks
and called for the arrest of
the killer.
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PPP parliamentarians
have submitted
resignations: CM
Murad

News Desk

GARHI
KHUDA
BAKHSH: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has said that
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) parliamentarians have submitted
their resignations to
the party leadership in
light of the Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM) decision.
Murad Ali Shah
talked to media in
Garhi Khuda Bakhsh
on
Saturday
and
stressed that PDM’s
decision of tendering
resignations
from
assemblies will be
implemented at appropriate time.

Those
who
came from backdoor should be worried about their ministries, the Sindh CM
said while adding that
we are here to serve
people, not to play
cricket.
Talking about former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto’s death
anniversary,
Murad
Ali Shah said the coronavirus standard operating
procedures
(SOPs) will be ensured
on the occasion.
He also visited the
tombs of Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto and Benazir
Bhutto,
laid
floral
wreaths and offered
Fateha.

Expulsion of Fazlur
Rehman’s critics from
party is dictatorship:
Shibli
News Desk
ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister
for
Information
and
Broadcasting Senator
Shibli Faraz has said
that expulsion of senior
leaders from the Jamiat
U le m a - e -I sl a m -Fa z l
(JUI-F) for their due
criticism of party chief
Maulana
Fazlur
Rehman is the worst
form of dictatorship
and fascism.
In a tweet on

Saturday, The information minister said that
this decision shows
that the JUI-F is under
dictatorship.
The Minister said
Maulana
Fazlur
Rehman, who did not
tolerate slight criticism
by his old companions
has shown people how
much democratic he
really is.
He
also
asked
whether this is the level
of freedom of expression in the JUI-F.

CHAKWAL: Prime Minister Imran Khan performs groundbreaking of Center of Excellence at Chakwal. INP

BAP Demands Fair
Representation In Federal
KP Governments

Staff Reporter
QUETTA: The Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) has
demanded of the Pakistan
Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) to
ensure the provision of fair

Fazlur
Rehman
excuses
from
attending
Larkana
public
gathering
News Desk
LARKANA: Jamit Ulemae-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) and
Pakistan
Democratic
Movement (PDM) chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
has excused to personally
attend the death anniversary event of former prime
minister Benazir Bhutto in
Garhi
Khuda
Bukhsh
despite being invited by
former president and PPP
co-chairman
Asif
Ali
Zardari.
On behalf of Fazlur
Rehman, a five-member
delegation
including
Abdul Ghafoor Haideri,
Siraj Ahmed Khan, Abdul
Razzaq and Saud Afzal
will attend the rally.
On Thursday, Asif Ali
Zardari on Thursday had
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
to attend the death anniversary event of Benazir
Bhutto in Larkana on
December 27.
The invitation was
extended during a telephonic
conversation
between Asif Ali Zardari
and
Maulana
Fazlur
Rehman.
Meanwhile,
Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) vice-president
Maryam
Nawaz
will
reach Sukkur Interchange
at 4:00 pm today while
travelling by road to
arrive in Sindh on a twoday tour.
Maryam Nawaz will
address PML-N workers
after reaching Sukkur and
later she will interact with
journalists and address a
press conference, sources
told ARY News.
The PML-N vice president will depart for Garhi
Khuda Bakhsh tomorrow
to attend the death anniversary event of former
prime minister Benazir
Bhutto Late on December
27.

representation in the federal cabinet and Khyber
Pukhtoonkhwa
cabinet.
The BAP made this dema
nd at a meeting chaired by
the Chief Minister Baloc
histan, Jam Kamal Khan

on Saturday. The key coalition partner of the ruling
PTI has made this demand
prior to the fast-approaching senate elections. The
party has considerable representation in the Senate
and National Assembly and
heads the Balochistan government. BAP meeting discussed forthcoming sen ate
elections, by-polls in Pishin
The meeting thoroughly
discussed forthcoming sen
ate elections, by-polls in the
Pishin district, and oth er
issues relating to the par ty.
Provincial ministers, senators, and lawmakers participated in the meeting. The
meeting noted that currently, the BAP had one federal minister in the federal

cabinet. This cannot help
the party and government
to address issues relating to
Balochistan, the meeting
mentioned. The key coalition
partner
of
PTI
expressed serious concern
that it has been ignored in
the federal cabinet and KP
cabinet.
After MQM Pakistan,
BAP also demands fair
share The meeting pointed
out that all lawmakers of the
ruling PTI have been given
representation
in
the
Balochistan government.
BAP’s demand has come
after another key coalition
partner the MQM Pakistan
has also demanded a fair
share in the federal cabinet.

students of two schools
when the bomb exploded.
When the football match
ended, there was a huge
blast, eyewitnesses said.
The blast also damaged
vehicles and motorcycles
parked in the area. The
two people who died in
the blast identified as
Hassan Jan and Rahim
Jan.
Police and personnel of
other law enforcement
agencies reached the football ground as an investigation into the incident
went underway. Security

personnel collected evidence from the spot to
probe into the incident.
Home
Minister
Balochistan condemns the
blast
Home
Minister
Balochistan,
Ziaullah
Langove strongly condemned the incident and
directed the police to submit a report within 24
hours. He expressed grief
and sorrow over the loss of
human lives. “Perpetrators
of the terror attack would
not be spared”, the Minister
warned.

Blast kills 2 injured 7 in
Pangoor Balochistan

From Our Correspondent

CHAMAN: A blast in
Balochistan’s Panjgoor city
has killed 2 people and
injured another 7 on
Saturday evening. Police
sources said the bomb
went off after a football
match in Panjgoor stadium. The injured rushed
to a nearby hospital for
medical
treatment.
Emergency imposed in the
hospital to treat the
injured of the blast.
Police said there was a
football match between

PANJGOOR: A blast in Panjgoor also damaged two vehicles in the football ground:
Photo taken from social media

Police arrest 3 absconders in
children rape case in Turbat

Matiullah Khan

QUETTA: Police on Friday
arrested 3 absconders invo
lved in the rape of two children in the Turbat area of
Balochistan. Sher Jan, the
Station House Officer
(SHO) said all three
absconders nominated by
parents of victims arrested
during a raid in Buleda
tehsil of district Kech
Turbat.
Police had already arre
sted one accused in connection with the rape of two
innocent children in the
Bul eda area. Sher Jan infor
med that four accused had
subjected two minor children to sexual abuse in
Bule da tehsil of district
Kech. The accused include
Atif, Sartaj, Sagheer, and

Zareef. “We are interrogating all the accused in custody”, Sher Jan told. The
accused produced before a
judicial magistrate in Turbat
for the acq uisition of
remand. Amid tight security, all three accused
shifted to the police station
for interrogation.
The incident caused outrage across Balochistan
The incident caused outrage across Balochistan and
other parts of the country
and widely condemned on
social media networks
Facebook and Twitter. The
people had demanded the
police to arrest the culprits
involved in the incident.
The Balochistan government had also taken notice
of Tur bat rape incident and
direc ted the police to appre-

hend the culprits. Violence
and incidents of sexual
abuse against children
increased
Incidents of violence and
sexual abuse against children have increased in
Balochistan currently. Chief
Justice Balochistan High
Court (BHC), Mr. Justice
Jamal Khan Mandokhail
ordered the subordinate
courts to expedite cases of
child abuse. The top judge
of the province had also
directed the concerned
divisional commissioners
to submit a comprehensive
report with regard to child
abuse in their divisions.
The CJ BHC had taken
notice of the rape and murder of a minor boy in
Maizai Addah area of Killa
Abdullah district.
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Balochistan’s Healthcare
Crisis
In its 50-year history as a province, successive governments in Balochistan have
failed to provide health facilities to the
masses. It is woeful that the discussions
around health policy receive little to no
space on the agenda of political parties.
The media continues to report the plight
of

government-run

hospitals,

polio,

nutrition, and other issues. However, a
meaningful debate in the media about
the abysmal state of health services is
virtually absent.
The result of this apathy is declining
health indicators. For instance, maternal
mortality rate, child mortality rate are
the highest in Balochistan as compared
to other parts of the country. Balochistan
is the highest contributor, with an average of 785 out of 100,000 mothers dying
in childbirth or related complications,
while an average of 272 mothers dying
in other provinces of Pakistan. Out of
every 1,000 children under the age of
five, 111 die in Balochistan, while other
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Climate catastrophe
Jamil Ahmad
CLIMATE change can push
the world over the cliff if
urgent action is not taken.
As a threat multiplier, it can
lead to poverty, insecurity
and a breach of human
rights. These well-known
concerns formed the backdrop of the 2015 Paris
Agreement which commits
the world to keeping average global warming to
below two degrees Celsius,
and
ideally
1.5°C.
Importantly, it establishes a
common framework for all
countries to tackle climate
change — a departure from
the bifurcation of developed
and
developing
nations
which often led to acrimony
and contentious outcomes at
climate meetings.
The agreement formally
adopts an inclusive ‘all
hands on the deck’ approach
to the contribution of nonstate stakeholders to propel
a coordinated response to a
growing crisis by employing all means and galvanising action at all levels.
Developed countries reaffirmed their financial commitments
for
assisting
developing
countries
to
effectively combat climate
change. Signatories committed themselves to raising
ambitions after five years by
revising their Nationally
Determined Contributions.
The agreement entered into
force in the unprecedented
short time of less than one
year.The UN has since

Demographic Survey (PHDS) 2014.
In the aftermath of the global outbreak
of COVID19, the Balochistan government
also increased the health budget and
allocated Rs. 32 billion to improve health
indicators. Most recently, Jam Kamal
Khan led Balochistan government has
announced to recruit doctors on a contract basis to overcome the shortage of
health professionals. Over 3,000 vacancies of male, female doctors from medical officers to specialist cadres are lying
vacant for years in Balochistan. The
Balochistan Public Service Commission
(BPSC) has already launched a process of
tests and interviews for the recruitment
of over 1,000 doctors.
The process of recruitment takes over
one year as per the BPSC procedures.
And the government needs doctors on an
emergency basis in hospitals to battle the
second-wave of the novel coronavirus.
The Young Doctors Association (YDA)
Balochistan has rejected the government’s decision and coronavirus. They
demanded appointments through BPSC.
YDA has directed its members not to
submit applications for appointments on
a contract basis.
This has created a new crisis. However,
the solution is simple. The government
needs to take all health professional bodies on board while making this decision
functional. The doctors who have already
applied through BPSC should be issued
contract orders so that they could serve
the ailing humanity and get paid until
permanent orders. This will allow the
government to implement its policies in
the health department without strikes
and agitation by doctors. The doctors too
have to avoid agitation and strikes and
avoid punishing patients.
Beyond politics, the government, political parties, intelligentsia, health professionals, educationists must make health
and education true priorities. Only then,
this process can progress and living conditions can improve.

worked vigorously and rallied collaborative efforts to
cut emissions and switch to
renewables and facilitated
financial and technological
assistance to developing
nations.
Countries
have
implemented national plans,
formed
multi-stakeholder
partnerships
and
joined
UN-led international coalitions for climate action.
The last decade has been
the warmest.
Despite these endeavours,
the current state of play is
highly disturbing. The last
decade has been the warmest. Notwithstanding an economic slowdown due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the year
2020 was one of the warmest
years on record. A dire climate crisis looms larger than
ever. Facing the brunt are
poor nations and peoples as
global warming threatens
lifelines. Pledges of financial
support from development
partners have yet to fully
materialise and match the
gravity of the issue. Most
developing coun tries are
handicapped by financial and
policy challenges. Obviously,
efforts to address climate
emergency are falling short.
Two reports released lately
by the UN Environment
Programme provide insights
into the crisis and offer possible ways out. The first report
cautions against increased
fossil fuel production and
encourages governments to
reverse the trend in favour of
green and clean options and
to “wind down fossil fuel pro-

duction by six per cent per
year to limit catastrophic
warming”. The G20 governments have “committed $ 230
billion in Covid-19 measures
to sectors responsible for fossil fuel production and consumption, far more than to
clean energy, roughly $150bn”.
The report calls for ensuring
that stimulus funds go to
green investments.
The second, the Emissions
Gap Report, reveals that
“greenhouse gas emissions
continued to grow for third
consecutive year in 2019” and
the “short-term reduction in
global emissions due to the
Covid-19 crisis will not contribute significantly to emissions reductions by 2030
unless countries pursue an
economic recovery that incorporates strong decarbonisation”.
It is clear that the climate
emergency is putting the
world on a perilous path.
The UN has appealed for
ambitious action as governments embark on a new set of
plans to enhance the implementation
of
the
Paris
Agreement.
SecretaryGeneral António Guterres
has
presented
a
threepronged strategy to address
the crisis: to achieve global
carbon neutrality within the
next three decades, to align
global finance in support of
the Paris Agreement and to
take
effective
adaptation
measures to protect the most
vulnerable countries and
people from the impact of climate
change.Encouraging

signs are emerging already.
The recent UN Climate
Ambition Summit 2020 held
virtually,
witnessed
a
groundswell of political commitment and support for
urgent and long-term action
as governments outlined new
polices and fresh strategies.
Several
major
economies
have committed to climate
neutrality or net zero emissions in the coming decades
including the EU, UK, Japan,
South Korea by 2050 and
China by 2060.
Pertinently, climate change
is also a moral issue. Wasteful
habits and unsustainable
production and consumption
patterns driven by the current economic model are contributing to the crisis and
reflect
what
SecretaryGeneral
Guterres
calls
“humanity’s war on nature”.
While policy measures are
critical for providing suitable
conditions,
awareness
reflected in the personal
choices and actions of citizens
as consumers, investors and
communities is essential to
nudging society towards a
sustainable
lifestyle.
Behavioural change must
supplement policy and technological innovations if we
are to seek peace with
nature. The imperative to
address the climate emergency is more urgent today
than it was at the time of
signing the Paris Agreement.
The writer is director of
intergovernmental affairs,
United
Nations
Environment Programme.

Politics of police reform

provinces have an average of 49 deaths.
The data is as per the Pakistan Health
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Afzal Ali Shigri
AT the time of elections and
during their tenure, political
parties vehemently profess
their commitment to police
reform. It is educative to read
the manifestos of the three
leading major political parties of Pakistan as a way of
evaluating their intentions
about reforming the police.
In their manifesto, the PPP
deals with the police along
with the civil armed forces,
broadly mentioning the need
for enhancing the autonomy,
intelligence and operational
capacity of law-enforcement
agencies. This is followed by
random mention of computerisation,
counterterrorism,
gender
imbalance
and
response capacity.The PPP
manifesto then talks about the
enhancement of resources
and induction of police officers in terms of the UN peacekeeping experience to benefit
from their work in conflict
zones. This part of the document seems to have been
drafted without any understanding of the role of civilian
police as an essential part of
the criminal justice system.
On the other hand, the
entirety of the PML-N’s wisdom and reflections on police
reform seems to have been
encapsulated in a single spare
sentence pledging to “reform
the police service through initiatives such as smart policing
and community policing in
order to make the police force
citizen friendly and an efficient crime-fighting agent”. To
say the least, this is a sad
reflection on the commitment
of these major parties in
reforming the most important
arm of the state to maintain
public order and peace in the
country.It is only the PTI that
accorded this issue due importance and identified the broad

fundamental issues of depoliticisation and strengthening
of police. In addition to delineating the steps for achieving
these objectives, the PTI
undertook to replicate the KP
Poli ce Act, 2017, in other provinces, professionalise police
through reorganisation and
provide specialised training. It
further undertook to improve
public outreach to police and to
address the gen der imbalance
by recruiting more females into
the force.
The manifestos of 2018 rightly
gave hope that the PTI would
address this most important
aspect of reforms comprehensively with due impact on the
entire criminal justice system.
However, it is unfortunate that
after winning the 2018 election,
the PTI demonstrated conspicuous reluctance to follow the KP
Act, 2017, with IGPs keen to
implement the reforms in true
spirit being shown the proverbial door. The PTI has showcased the KP police reform as a
model to be emulated by all
police forces in Pakistan. On
the other hand, the other three
provinces, wrongly presuming
that the 18th Amendment gave
them the exclusive authority to
legislate police law, sought various ways to frustrate any
reform despite the existence of
Police Order, 2002, originally
the blueprint for the KP police
law. While Punjab amended
the Police Order, Sindh introduced a new law (albeit retaining some parts of Police Order
2002), and Balochistan reverted
to Police Act, 1861, thus practically freezing any progress on
reform. The federal government chose to continue with
the 150-year-old Police Act for
the capital territory.
A military ruler promulgated
Police Order, 2002, for creating
a politically neutral, democratically controlled and accountable police force. Ironically, suc-

cessive political governments
have refused to create the structures to ensure political neutrality and a credible accountability framework, thus frustrating the very purpose of the
democratic principles so carefully woven into the 2002 police
reform by a dictator. Due to the
continued and wanton use of
police by the party in power for
political considerations, a people-friendly police force has
remained an elusive dream,
and ordinary citizens suffer at
the hands of a police force
which is functioning in a legal
void to the lasting benefit of
vested interests.
Dismayed by the inaction of
political governments to reform
the police and the resulting
deterioration of the entire criminal justice system, the then
chief justice of Pakistan, in
order to address the root cause
of the collapsing criminal justice system, decided to use the
platform of the Law and Justice
Commission of Pakistan for
establishing a police reforms
committee comprising nine
former inspectors general of
police with an established
record of leading and implementing reforms at different
stages in Pakistan. The sitting
IGPs were also co-opted in this
committee and comprehensive
terms of reference covering all
important aspects of law
enforcement with an emphasis
on relief to the vulnerable segment of the society was notified
in 2018. Within five months, the
committee produced a two-volume police reforms report after
in-depth consideration of all
aspects of policing in Pakistan.
It produced a model police law
to be introduced in every federating unit of Pakistan. This law
was based on the 2002 model
incorporating some amendments to address new developments and challenges faced by
the police in a fast-changing

world impacted by information
technology.The second volume
of this report specifically
addressed urban police structures, the alternate dispute resolution system, police accountability, improve ment in investigation, combating of terrorism by the criminal justice
system and some amendments
in various laws. This report
was submitted to the government of Pakistan and the provinces with recommendation
for implementation.
In the meantime, the issue of
the jurisdiction of the federation and the provinces for legislation on police was also
resolved by the superior judiciary during hearing of public
interest petitions. The sevenmember bench of the Supreme
Court held that the federal
government and the provinces had concurrent jurisdiction with primacy of the federal law in case of any conflict
over provincial legislation.
Yet even this judgement by
the Supreme Court of Pakistan
has been brazenly ignored.
Despite the existence of this
recently drafted report by the
sitting police leadership and
nine retired senior officers
with input from the highest
level of judiciary, the government instead of benefiting
from this contribution has
chosen to ignore this document. This constitutes an
unspoken refusal to reform
the police as an autonomous
and professional institution
for ensuring the ‘rule of law’,
an act that is anathema to the
political elite. Police reforms
will therefore remain a hollow political slogan with horrendous impact on future
governance and politics of
Pakistan.
The writer is former IGP
Sindh and convener of the
Police Reforms Committee,
Law and Justice Commission.

What are engineering students reading?
Muhammad Hamid Zaman
This past semester I got a
chance to engage with engineering freshmen in an
intro-get-to-know-you kind
of course. As we all wore
masks in class, talking wasn’t
easy. At times we had to
repeat ourselves, often loudly.
I could not tell whether the
students were smiling or
frowning at my lame jokes.
The students — as always —
were sharp, ambitious and
ready to take on the world.
There was just one problem:
they had no interest in reading books. Most had not read a
single book in the last year,
and despite my nudging none
showed interest in reading
during the holidays or even
the next semester.
I find this deeply disturbing
and nothing short of a crisis.
Some may argue that given
the anxiety and worry due to
the pandemic, reading a book
may be too much to ask. There
is some merit in this argument
but not much. First, because
when I spoke to other (nonengineering) students at my
institution, they had been
reading books, and planned

on reading some in the near
future. Second, an experiment
I have done for the last several
years in my engineering
classes, where I give credit
(equal to one full homework)
if students read a book (in any
language!) during the semester results in barely anyone
availing that opportunity suggests that problem is deeper
and has little to do with the
pandemic. Frustrated by what
I saw, I decided to ask my students why they do not read
books. The answers I got were
both troubling and insightful.
Most thought reading a book
was only for pleasure, and
there was little academic or
intellectual value in it. This
was reinforced by other engineering and science faculty
who consider both book writing, and reading a hobby —
not something that may contribute to intellectual development. There was also a strange
sense of entitlement that engineering was all about doing
things and book reading was
something that engineers
didn’t (or perhaps shouldn’t)
do.
I reached out to some friends
in Pakistan to ask what engi-

neering students in Pakistan
are reading. I got similar
answers. Most do not read
books, engineering and science students may go through
their entire university education without ever reading a
book not required for coursework.
My analysis here is not a
thorough scientific survey,
though I have seen the disdain
for reading books year after
year in engineering classes
with hundreds of students.
My observation has more to
do with the dangerous, and at
times entitled, culture we are
creating in engineering depar
tments and schools. This is
troubling given the importance of why everyone —
regardless of discipline —
needs to develop a sense of
cultural consciousness, empa
thy and respect. Reading will
not solve the problems we
face, but not reading is likely
going to make them worse.
So how do we get ourselves
out of this malaise? Culture
change is hard, and slow.
Cultivating habits is no less
challenging. But we have to
push back against the notion
of what an engineer does

early on in the curriculum.
Engineering curricula need
to incorporate reading and
writing,
with
possible
courses jointly taught by
professors from different
disciplines. Given the myriad ethical challenges we all
face with modern technology, some institutions are
rethinking ethics in science
and engineering, by having
humanists and computer
scientists teaching courses
together. This model has
strong potential in incorporating reading that informs
students about their history,
society and our collective
future. Ultimately, no single
model will be universally
applicable, but we need to
realise that by reinforcing
problematic perceptions, we
are not creating engineering
scholars who will change
the world for the better, but
a generation of graduates
who will be incapable of
playing their part in fixing
the problems they inherit.
Like Opinion & Editorial
on Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd
on
Twitter
to
receive all updates on all our
daily pieces.
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Drug smuggler flees as
Motorway, excise officials
come to blows in Nowshera
News Desk

KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi awarding sword of honour to the best round
midshipman during 114th Midshipmen Commissioning Parade at Pakistan Naval Academy Manora. INP

Parwaaz Hai Junoon, an
opportunity promoting Sino-Pak
coop in film industry: Xiao Ping
Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China and Pakistan
should take the importation
of Parwaaz Hai Junoon as an
opportunity to strengthen
their exchanges and cooperation in film industry, said
Xiao Ping, president of China
Film Import & Export
Corporation.
It would be most befitting
when 2021 marks the 70th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties
between China and Pakistan,
she said in an interview with
China Economic Net (CEN).
According to Ms. Xiao, the
principle to import foreign
films to China is “origins,
themes and genres in diversity”. “Thanks to Belt and
Road Initiative, we have

imported films from Pakistan
and other countries, so that
Chinese audiences would
have a better understanding
of their history, culture and
people.”
“Parwaaz Hai Junoon is
one of the top five highestgrossing films of Pakistan. It
is a patriotic story mixing
colorful song and dance
numbers, a love story and
action elements.
In the future we will stay
tuned for Pakistani films,
take into account their genres
and market performance and
choose the suitable ones for
Chinese audiences,” Xiao
Ping told CEN.
In recent years foreign
films
with
well-written
scripts and gripping stories
like Chalard games goeng

(Thailand),
Contratiempo
(Spain), Andhadhun (India),
Perfetti sconosciuti (Italy)
had made a hit in China, winning both box office and public praise.
Therefore, according to
Xiao’s experience, Pakistani
films could draw lessons
from their ways of success
into China’s film market.
“Hollywood
and
some
European countries invest
heavily in marketing and
promotion for their films, and
the publicity of Pakistani
films seems to leave room for
improvement.”
Second is to nurture audience. “The importation of
films from every country follows a process of nurturing
audience. Foreign films could
be promoted online or on TV

in advance to make Chinese
audience aware. It’s better to
cultivate their interest slowly
before hitting the big screen.”
Last but not least, the story
itself matters. “Now Chinese
audiences are more interested in what’s going on
around them. They are more
into down-to-earth issues
and small joys and sorrows of
everyday life, so the choice of
theme and content is critical.”
“The
importation
of
Parwaaz Hai Junoon was a
testament to the friendship
between China and Pakistan.
As next year marks the 70th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties
between both countries, we
hope to strengthen cooperation with Pakistan in film
industry and import more

Pakistani films to China,”
Xiao Ping added.
China
Film
Group
Corporation (CFGC) is the
largest and most influential
state-run film enterprise in
China. Its subsidiary China
Film Import & Export
Corporation is the only
importer of foreign films in
China and a major exporter
of Chinese films.
Released in China on
November 13, the 2018 Urdulanguage film Parwaaz Hai
Junoon
(lit:
Soaring
Ambitions) tells a story of trials and tribulations of a
group of patriotic young
cadets who become Pakistan’s
best fighter pilots.
It is the fifth highest grossing Pakistani film of all time
with receipts of $2.1 million

Aviation minister says
EU’s concerns regarding
PIA have been addressed
News Desk

PESHAWAR: Qaumi Watan Party Chairman Aftab Ahmad Khan Sherpao talking to
media during a ceremony at Gulbhar Colony Chowk. INP PHOTO

PTA issues notices to
Google and Wikipedia
News Desk
ISLAMABAD: The Pakis
tan
Telecommunication
Authority
(PTA)
on
Saturday issued notices to
Google and Wikipedia for
removal of online controversial and blasphemous
material from their platforms.
The PTA said that the
notices to Google and
Wikipedia for blocking
and removing the illegal
online
contents
were
issued under Rules 2020.
Keeping in view the serious nature of the matter,
the PTA has established
contact with Google and
directed the global online
search engine to immediately get rid of the illegal
material.
According to a PTA
spokesman, the step was
taken after complaints
received about uploading
of an unauthentic version
of the Holy Quran on the
Google Play Store by the
Ahmadi community and
also regarding misleading
search results about the
“present Islamic caliph”.
The global platforms
asked to immediately
remove the contents if they
wanted to avoid legal
action from the regulator.
Complaints have also
been received regarding

the presence of blasphemous caricatures of the
Prophet of Islam (PBUH)
and the misleading, bogus,
wrong and deceitful information derived from articles
published
on
Wikipedia which presented the leader of the
Ahmadis, Mirza Masroor
Ahmad, as a Muslim.
The PTA has also issued
a notice to Wikipedia for
removing the blasphemous
contents to avoid any legal
action from the Pakistani
regulator.
If no or negative
responses are received
from the platforms, PTA
will be forced to take legal
action
under
the
Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act 2016 (PECA)
and Rules 2020.
The notices have been
launched
under
the
“Removal and Blocking of
Unlawful Online Content
(Procedure, Oversight and
Safeguard) Rules 2020.”
Under this rule, regulators
are obliged to have any
sacrilegious
content
removed by contacting the
relevant platforms. The
notices have been launched
under the “Removal and
Blocking of Unlawful
Online Content (Proce
dure, Oversight and Safeg
uard) Rules 2020.” Under
this rule, regulators.

ANF seizes 6kg
ice from passenger at Islamabad
airport
News Desk
RAWALPINDI: The AntiNarcotics Force (ANF) on
Saturday claimed to have
seized 6kg of ice from a
Bahrain-bound passenger
at Islamabad International
Airport.

TAXILA: Aviation Min
ister Ghulam Sarwar
Khan said on Saturday
that the European
Union Aviation Safety
Agency’s (EASA) concerns about the Paki
stan International Air
lines (PIA) have been
addressed, and hoping that the ban
imposed on PIA to
operate flights to and
from European countries would be lifted
soon.
Addressing
the
media in Taxila, the
federal minister said
eight new planes are
being added to the
national airlines and
the EU’s concerns
raised regarding the
process of issuing
licences to commercial
pilots
have
been
addressed.
The
suspension
imposed by Easa took
effect on July 1, 2020,
after it came to light
that countless pilots

possessed
“fake”
licences.
The ban was a big
blow to PIA, which
was already under scr
utiny across the world
due to the recently
uncovered
pitfalls
within Pakistan’s aviation industry.
In December, however,
Easa
had
expressed its satisfaction over certain steps
taken by the Civil
Aviation Authority to
improve the situation.
Easa had said a further audit by the agency’s
officials
was
imperative to revoke
the ban.
The startling revelations came as the aviation minister presented the interim
report on the probe
into the May 22 PIA
plane crash.
Following
the
report,
the
International
Air
Transport Association
(IATA) had expressed
concern over the “seri-

ous lapse in-licensing
and safety oversight
by the aviation regulator”.
Criticising opposition leaders and its
anti-government coalition
Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM), Sarwar said
that PDM’s tactics will
not hinder the process
of accountability.
He said that PDM is
increasing pressure to
bargain
and
the
Opposition wants an
amendment to the
NAB rules. “Most people of PPP will not
resign. A group within
PML-N will also not
resign,” he claimed.
He went on to add
that the Opposition
just wants a show of
hands to avoid horsetrading in the Senate
elections.
He went on to add
that the Opposition
just wants a show of
hands to avoid horsetrading in the Senate
elections.

QUETTA: People using gas cylinder for heater to keep them warm during cold weather.
QUETTA VOICE PHTO

PESHAWAR: Motorway police personnel and Excise and
Taxation Department officials came to blows which led
to pointing guns at each other at Nowshera checkpost
over checking of a vehicle carrying drugs worth millions
of rupees on Saturday.
But to much of their chagrin, the drug smuggler fled
the scene as he saw the police and Excise officials
involved with each other.
The drug smuggler seeing the law-enforcers busy with
each other made good his escape from the scene. Later,
the law-enforcers blamed each other for letting the
smuggler flee along with the vehicle full of drugs.
The incident occurred when Excise and Taxation
Department officials tried to check a vehicle carrying
drugs at Nowshera checkpost. However, the Motorway
policemen deployed at the checkpost objected which led
to heated arguments and then fistfight resulting in drawing guns at each other.
The simmering situation was cooled down by the concerned police station team that took the fighting sides to
Akora Khattak police station.
The Akora Khattak team reached the spot and sent the
Excise and Motorway Police personnel involved in the
incident to the police station to avoid any untoward incident.
Later, Motorway Police Inspector Nasrullah lodged an
FIR against the Excise and Taxation Department personnel.
On the other hand, the Excise and Taxation Department
has also issued a circular against the Motorway policemen involved in the brawl with its officers.

Maids rob family of
jewellery, other valuables
in Karachi
News Desk
KARACHI: In yet another incident, two maids allegedly
robbed a family of valuables including jewellery and
others in Karachi’s area of Gulistan-e-Johar on Saturday.
According to details, both the housemaids were given
jobs eight days earlier, who stole gold ornaments,
Pakistani and international currency and other valuables from the house worth Rs2.5million and fled away
easily.
Though the residents are required to get CNIC and
other credentials before hiring a domestic helper, the
affected family neglected the guidelines.
The affected family has registered a complaint with
the police station about the incident. The police has
started the search for the accused involved in the incident.
In a separate incident of same nature, earlier this
week, a domestic helper had looted valuables worth over
Rs 10 million from a house in Defence Housing Authority
(DHA) area of the city after serving qahwa spiked with
intoxicant to the family members.
According to details, the incident occurred at a house
in Khayaban-e-Badr area of the DHA, where the female
members of a household fell unconscious after they were
served an intoxicated qahwa by a female domestic
helper.

Seven rare deer die at
Bahawalpur zoo
News Desk
BAHAWALPUR: At least seven rare deer of Chital
breed died at Bahawalpur zoo on Saturday due to negligence of the administration.
According to Bahawalpur zoo administration, there
were more than 30 deer in the enclosure. A team of veterinary doctors entered the enclosure after the death of
seven deer and started treatment of 12 affected deer to
save their lives.
The cause of death could not be ascertained, the
administration said and added that autopsy of the
dead deer is currently underway. Action will be taken
against those responsible for the incident.
Sources said that the cost of dead deer is said to be
Rs1 million.
Earlier this month, another giraffe died at the
Peshawar zoo, making it the fourth giraffe to die in the
past few months.
According to the zoo deputy director, immediate
treatment was provided to the animal but he could not
survive. He had said that the giraffe had died due to
excessive saliva and diarrhea.
With another death, only two giraffes remain at the
zoo, out of the six.
Back in June, a three-year-old giraffe had died at the
Peshawar Zoo in mysterious circumstances. Earlier, a
giraffe had died on April 17 while a zebra also died in
the facility.

Fog again disrupts road,
rail, air traffic in Punjab’s
plains

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Dense fog continues adversely affecting routine life in the plain areas of Punjab on Saturday, with
road, rail and air travel again disrupted with people hoping for rain to get some respite.
As far as Lahore’s Allama Iqbal International Airport
is concerned, officials had to suspend operations after
visibility was reduced to 10 meters only with a total of 10
flights cancelled and another 24 delayed so far.
It is a daily routine to suspend flight operation at the
airport in recent days, but Saturday has proved to be one
of the worst because of fog density.
Meanwhile, there is hours-long delay for the trains
coming from Karachi and Quetta with the arrival of
Shah Hussain Express delayed by three hours and 20
minutes, Karachi Express by two hours and 50 minutes,
and around two hours in the case of Pak Business,
Karakorum Express and Jaffar Express.
On the other hand, M-2 (Lahore-Islamabad Motorway)
was closed for all kinds of traffic from Lahore to Kot
Momin and M-3 (Lahore-Abdul Hakeem Motorway)
from the provincial capital to Rajana. The same was the
case with Pindi Bhattian-Faisalabad Motorway.
But it was Lahore-Sialkot Motorway which had be
closed on Friday night just over two hours after sunset as
dense fog engulfed the region.
Similarly, traffic on other highways and roads, including the GT Road, was moving at a snail’s pace with
Gujrat, Narowal, Sialkot and Gujranwala among the
worst affected areas.
But there may be some respite for the fog-hit region as
the Met Office has predicted a wet spell in north-western
Balochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan, Kashmir and western,
southern and upper areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Islamabad and upper Punjab from Saturday evening/
night till Monday morning.
e Met Office has predicted a wet spell in north-western
Balochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan, Kashmir and western,
southern and upper areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Islamabad and upper Punjab from Saturday evening.
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MQM should leave
govt and join
opposition: Mustafa
Kamal

Federal
cabinet
meeting
summoned
on Dec 29

News Desk

News Desk
ISLAMABAD:
Prime
Minister Imran Khan on
Saturday summoned the
meeting of the federal cabinet on December 29 to discuss a seven-point agenda.
The cabinet members
will be briefed over the utilisation of foreign funds exc
luding the loans, whereas,
gas load management plan
will also be presented in the
forthcoming meeting.
A report will be present
ed regarding the removal of
encroachments
from
Margalla Road. Moreover,
the federal cabinet is likely
to approve the appointment
of director-general (DG)
Hydrocarbon Development
Institute of Pakistan (HD
IP); construction of a multistorey building on the railway land in Nowshera and
deployment of Frontier
Corps (FC) for taking
action against timber mafia
in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB). In
its previous session of the
federal cabinet on Dece
mber 22, Pakistan’s first
Electric Vehi cle Policy had
been appro ved, as well as
the Mobile Manufa cturing
Poli cy and decisions of the
Eco nomic Coordination
Com mittee (ECC) taken in
the session held on
December 16.

KARACHI: Pak Sarzameen
Party leader
Mustafa
Kamal has said that
results of 2017 census
have been rejected by everyone
and
urged
Muttahida
Qaumi
Movement-Pa k ista n
(MQM-P) to leave government and immediately
join opposition.
Addressing a press conference, he said that government cannot even
afford loosing support of
two seats but MQM

QUETTA: Dark clouds hover the sky in provincial city. QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

‘No negotiations with govt’,
clarifies Maryam amid reports
of political dialogue with PTI

PM Imran
does not panic,
stands reslute:
Chaudhry
Sawar
INP NEWS
LAHORE: Punjab Gover
nor Chaudhry Mohammad
Sarwar on Saturday said
that Prime Minister Imran
Khan is a leader who does
not panic and stands resolute. He was talking to delegations that called on
him.
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Monitoring Desk
LAHORE: Pakistan Musl
im League-Nawaz (PML-

N) Vice-President Mary
am Nawaz on Saturday
clarified that there will be
no negotiations with

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI) led government.
While talking to media
before leaving for Sukk
ur, Maryam said that former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif is standing
firm on his decision and
government will not get a
National Reconciliation
Ordinance (NRO).
“All parties within Pak
istan Democratic Move
ment (PDM) have consensus that there will not be
any sort of dialogue with
government. PTI’s offer to
negotiate is equi valent to
seeking an NRO,” she
said. The PM L-N leader

further stated that PTI is
trying through several
mea ns to initiate dialogue
with opposition. “Several
ministers even before Ali
Durrani offered us to have
a dialogue. Now they are
trying other means to negotiate but they should know
that the ir time is up,” she
added.
Maryam Nawaz said
that Opposition Leader in
National Assembly, Sheh
baz Sharif is serving jail
only because he is loyal to
this country and his
brother Nawaz Sharif.
“Shehbaz Sharif would
have been a Prime Minister

if he was not faithful to his
brother. It is their misconception that they would
divide PML-N,” she said.
Referring to the matter
of resignations, Maryam
Nawaz said that she has
received 95% resignations
of National Assembly
members. “The decision
whether to take part in
elections or not will be
decided by PDM mutually. We will decide on byelections in the beginning
of January. Party will
submit resignations to
the speaker as soon as a
final a decision is taken
over it,” she added.

knows that whenever it
will leave government,
PTI will send them into
jails.
He further said that population of Karachi is not
less than 30 million and
despite all the resources,
the problems of Karachi
are not being solved.
While criticizing Sindh
government, he claimed
that out of 250,000 jobs
offered, not a single one
was granted to Karachi
residents as jobs were distributed in people with
fake domiciles.

Hina Pervaiz Butt
fights for MDCAT
students

News Desk

LAHORE: PML-N MPA
Hina Pervaiz Butt has submitted a resolution in the
Punjab
Assembly
on
Saturday and demanded
release
of
Federal
Investigation Report (FIA)
inquiry report and rechecking of papers in the
presence of students.
The resolution submitted by Hina Pervaiz Butt
stated that the problems
and demands of the students were not being taken
seriously by the government.
Hina demanded that the
papers should be uploaded
on the website with official
answers and all obscure
questions be removed from
the papers.
It may be mentioned
here that the results of
MDCAT examination for
admission in medical colleges were announced that
showed multiple discrepancies including names
and roll numbers of the
candidates were entered
incorrectly.

The Pakistan Medical
Association had strongly
criticized the errors in the
results released by the
Pakistan
Medical
Commission (PMC) and
demanded
that
the
Supreme Court should
take notice of the mismanagement in the MDCAT
examination.
Earlier, students of medicine, including MDCAT
aspirants, staged protests
on Sunday in a number of
cities, alleging irregularities and unfairness in the
MDCAT exam conducted
by PMC.
Education
Minister
Shafqat Mahmood had
already said his ministry
had “nothing to do” with
either Pakistan Medical
Commission (PMC) or the
MDCAT.
Hundreds of students
took to the streets in
Peshawar, Hyderabad, and
Karachi, among other cities, with those in Lahore
staging a sit-in outside the
Punjab governor house,
demanding justice in the
matter.

