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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
on Thursday urged Ind 
ia to eschew use of false 
propaganda as state pol-
icy and must realize that 
the ploys of spreading 
misinformation were 
doomed to fail.
“By spreading such 
falsehoods, India can 
neither cast a shadow on 
the international stature 
of Pakistan nor can 
divert the attention of 
the international com-
munity from India’s hor-
rendous human rights 
record,” Foreign Office 
Spokesperson Zahid 

Hafeez Chaudhri said 
here in his weekly press 
briefing.
Referring to the imposi-
tion of a fine on Republic 
Bharat TV by the British 
media regulator Ofcom, 
for anti-Pakistan hate 
show by Arnab Goswa 
mi, he said it was “yet 
another manifestation of 
the BJP government’s 
well-known smear cam-
paign against Pakistan 
through state-controlled 
media.”
He said the Ofcom found 
the statements in the 
show to be “expressions 
of hatred” and “intoler-
ance” towards Pakistani 
people based on their 

nationality alone.
He said through its 
state-sponsored media, 
Indian RSS-BJP regime 
had constantly tried to 
masquerade as the vic-
tim, rather than the per-
petrator of terrorism.
He said the the recent 
dossier shared by Pakis 
tan provided irrefutable 
evidence of India’s active 
role in planning, pro-
moting, aiding, abet-
ting, financing and exe-
cution of terrorist activi-
ties in Pakistan.
He said the action taken 
by Ofcom, along with 
the report by EU Disinfo 
Lab, corroborated its 
long-held position about 

India’s incurable obses-
sion with Pakistan.
“We urge the interna-
tional community to 
take a serious look into 
the malicious Indian 
propaganda that not 
only aims to defame 
Pakistan, but also politi-
cizes international foru 
ms and imperils peace 
and security,” the spok 
sperson said.
Mentioning Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi’s official visit to 
the UAE from December 
16-18, 2020, the spokes-
person said the visit pro-
vided another opportu-
nity for Pakistan and the 
UAE to reaffirm their 

commitment towards 
strengthening bilateral 
ties, particularly in the 
areas of trade and 
investment.
He said following the 
visit, the UAE Foreign 
Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan appreciated the 
role of the 1.5 million 
strong Pakistani com-
munity and their active 
contribution for coun-
try’s development. Rega 
rding the virtually-held 
Second Round of Pakis 
tan-Azerbaijan Bilateral 
Political Cons ultations 
(BPC), the spo kesper-
son told media that the 
two sides reviewed.

India must realize ploys of 
spreading misinformation 

doomed to fail: FO

Governor Youth 
Program launched in 

Balochistan

Our Staff Reporter

QUETTA: “Governor’s 
Youth Program” launched 
in Balochistan on Thursd 
ay at a function held at 
Governor’s House. Gover 
nor Balochistan, Justice ® 
Amanullah Khan Yaseen 
zai inaugurated the pro-
gram. However, the federal 
minister for defense pro-
duction, Zubaida Jalal, Sen 
ator Anwar ul Haq Kakar, 
Chief of Individual Land, 
Gulmina Bilal, and a large 
number of students partici-
pated in the ceremony.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Governor stated 
that the young generation 
guarantees the develop-
ment and prosperity of the 
country. He said the major 
objective behind the pro-
gram is to provide skills 
and career counseling 
opportunities to the youth 
of far-flung areas of 

Balochistan. Youth should 
be part of all economic and 
political policies: Governor

Youth should be part of 
all economic, political and 
policy makings, the 
Govenror said. Governor 
Youth Program launched 
in six districts including 
Quetta, Pishin, Khuzdar, 
Noshki, Mastung and 
Kharan. All these districts 
included in the program 
following presence of 
BUITEMS, University of 
Balochistan and Sardar 
Bahadur Khan Women 
University campuses in 
these areas.

“We will support our 
youth at all levels”, Justice 
® Yaseenzai assured. He 
said present government 
determined to open new 
vistas of opportunities for 
youth of Balochistan so 
that they could play their 
due role in the develop-
ment and prosperity of 
the country.

MQM-P has 
reservations 
on results of 
2017 census: 

Khalid 
Maqbool

Monitoring Desk

KARACHI: Muttahida Qau 
mi Movement-Pakistan 
(MQM-P) leader Khalid 
Maqbool Siddiqui, while 
expressing reservations on 
results of 2017 census, said 
that people of Sindh are 
feeling isolated after cabi-
net’s decision about release 
of the results. Khalid Maqb 
ool Siddiqui, while talking 
to media persons along with 
Federal Minister for Infor 
mation and Techno logy 
Syed Amin-ul-Haq on Thurs 
day, asked government that 
what reason do MQM-P has 
now to remain part of the 
incumbent government as 
first point of agreement with 
PTI ,while joining the coali-
tion, was regarding results 
of the 2017 census.

He claimed that only 25 
percent of actual popula-
tion of Karachi was shown 
in the census and warned 
that people of Sindh may 
want to get separated if 
they are being suppressed 
in this manner. MQM-P 
leader further said that last 
census was delayed eight 
years and incumbent gov-
ernment had promised to 
hold new census ahead of 
time but unfortunately, PTI 
forgets that it also has 
Karachi’s mandate. Earlier, 
Federal Cabinet decided to 
release final results of sixth 
Hous ing and Population 
Census. It is to be men-
tioned here that sixth pop-
ulation census began in 
March 2017.

ISLAMABAD:  Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan, Chief of the Air Staff Pakistan Air Force and 
Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan  Nong Rong along with high ranking officers from both forces cutting the 

culmination of Pak-China international Air Exercise “Shaheen-IX. INP

News Desk

QUETTA: The Tethyan 
Copper Company (TCC) 
has moved the High Court 
of British Virgin Islands to 
enforce an award against 
Pakistan by the Internatio 
nal Center of Settlement of 
Investment Disputes (ICS 
ID) in the Reko Diq case.

The office of the Attorn 
ey General for Pakistan, 
however, has assured that 
Pakistan is vigorously con-
testing these proceedings 
using all available legal 
resources. The government 
is also engaged to settle the 
matter amicably. On Nove 
mber 20, the company had 

moved the high court for 
the enforcement of the 
award which includes attac 
hment of the assets belong-
ing to the Pakistan Intern 
ational Airlines Inves tment 
Ltd (PIAIL) — a company 
that is also incorporated in 
the British Virgin Islands. On 
December 16, the high court 
had granted a stay order ex-
parte without hear ing 
Pakistan, but the govern-
ment said it will contest the 
case when it is taken up again 
on January 7, 2021. “Without 
prejudice to such engage-
ments, Pakistan has reiter-
ated that the government 
will vigorously pursue pro-
ceedings initiated.

PML-F 
delegation 

meets 
Shehbaz 

Sharif at Kot 
Lakhpat Jail

News Desk

LAHORE: A delegation 
of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Functional (PML-
F) on Thursday met 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) president 
and opposition leader in 
the National Assembly 
Shehbaz Sharif.

According to details, 
PML-F Secretary General 
and former Federal Minis 
ter Muhammad Ali 
Durrani arrived at the Kot 
Lakhpat Jail and dis-
cussed ongoing political 
situation with the PML-N 
president.

Muhammad Ali 
Durrani also conveyed a 
special message of PML-F 
chief Pir Syed Sibghatullah 

Civil, military leadership 
resolve nation’s defence “at 

all cost” amid Indian 
provocations at LoC

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The coun-
try’s civil and military 
leadership on Thursday 
while taking note of cease-
fire violations and frequent 
provocative measures from 
Indian forces along Line of 
Control, resolved to ensure 
defence of the motherland 
“at all cost” with nation’s 
support.

During a meeting 
between Chief of Army 
Staff General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa and Prime Minister 
Imran Khan here which 
encompassed professional 
matters pertaining to 
Pakistan Army and exter-
nal and internal security 
situation, they discussed 
ceasefire violations and fre-
quent provocative meas-
ures from Indian forces 
along Line of Control, a PM 
Office statement said.

Director General Inter 
Services Intelligence Lt. 
General Faiz Hamid was 
also present in the meeting.

“It was resolved that 
defence of the motherland 
will be ensured with the 
support of entire nation at 
all cost,” the statement said.

They expressed concern 
over continuous human 
rights violation in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Earlier in the day, Foreign 
Office Spokesperson in his 
weekly press briefing 
quoted the prime minister, 
who had “once again made 
it absolutely clear that if 
India were to be reckless 
enough to undertake any 
misadventure against 
Pakistan, it would confront 
a strong Pakistani national 
resolve and be given a befit-
ting response at all levels of 
the threat.”

The spokesperson urged 
the international commu-
nity to advise India against 
any irresponsible act and 
to desist from any action 
that would jeopardize 
regional peace and stabil-
ity.

Minister felici-
tates Christian 
community on 

Christmas
News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Minister 
for Population Welfare 
Col. Retd. Hashim Dogar 
has congratulated Christian 
community on Christmas. 

In a special message, 
issued from Lahore on 
Thursday, he uttered that 
birthday of Hazrat Essa 
(AS) is a sacred occasion for 
Christian community. 

Hashim Dogar has said 
that tolerance, love, affec-
tion and brotherhood are 
the spirit of teachings of 
Hazrat Essa (AS). He fur-
ther said that all minorities 
including, Christians have 
full rights to observe.

UNICEF provides small grants 
to 325 high schools in Balochistan
Education Desk

QUETTA: United Nations 
International Children’s’ 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) has 
provided small cash grants to 
325 government-run high schools 
in Balochistan. Grants provided 
to schools to ensure the provi-
sion of missing facilities to 
schools, Naqeebullah Khilji, the 
Program Chief of a UNICEF-
funded program said. All grants 
provided to schools in the after-
math of an outbreak of the 
COVID19 in a period of three 
months.
In Balochistan, most of the gov-
ernment-run primary, middle 
and high schools have no basic 
facilities. An education depart-
ment document revealed 8,188 
government schools have no toi-
let facility in the province. This 
compoun ds the problems of 
male and female students.
Grants provided to high schools 
of 11 districts of Balochistan
“We have also formed champion 
club, children-oriented on health 
and hygiene”, Naqeeb Khilji 
mentioned. The districts include 
Quetta, Mastung, Kachi, Pishin, 
Killa Saifullah, Killa Abdullah, 
Zhob, Naseerabad, Jaffarabad, 
Lasbella, and Gwadar, he 

informed. UNICEF officials 
engaged the community to 
ensure transparency.
The number of high schools 
across Balochistan is currently 
1,123 as per the statistics of the 
education department. Out of 
1,123 high schools, 395 schools 
have no drinking water facility, 
the data mentioned. The amount 
of small grants is from Rs. 
1,50000 to 2,50000
The amount of small grants is 
from Rs. 1,50000 to 2,50000. 
Committees on village and union 
councils formed to make sure 
transparency in the spending of 

the grants about the provision of 
missing facilities to such schools, 
the UNICEF official stated.
Through such grants, UNICEF 
has facilitated over 1,65,000 stu-
dents in Balochistan. UNICEF 
also provided sanitizers, masks, 
and other protective equipment 
to battle the novel coronavirus in 
the province. The Balochistan 
government has also formed 
committees on the district level 
to provide basic facilities to stu-
dents to battle the COVID19. The 
concerned deputy commission-
ers have been entrusted the task 
to ensure implementation of the 

Analysis 

Perhaps, the cries of coal miners fall 
on deaf ears in Balochistan like in 
other parts of the country. Horrific 
news of coal miners buried alive, 
burnt to death, severely injured by 
methane gas blasts continue to sur-
face from different areas of the prov-
ince.
Such tragedies are yet to attract the 
attention of rulers and above all 
make no headlines in the so-called 
mainstream national media. 
Incidents in coal mines are always 
ignored. No, follow up investigation 
and inquiries, when it comes to the 
death of hapless miners in 
Balochistan.
Hazardous working conditions have 
claimed thousands of precious 

human lives inside coal mines of 
Balochistan, which houses rich-coal 
reservoirs. Almost with no safety, 
the miners enter into mines in the 
morning and extract coal for a whole 
day. Fortunate are those who come 
out alive in the evening. As per the 
1923 mines act, the inspector of 
mines is bound to inspect mine in 
the morning prior to the entry of 
miners. Similarly, children, minor 
boys, and women are not allowed to 
step inside the mine according to the 
act.
Coal mines incidents rampant in 
Balochistan
Incidents in Dukki, Mach, 
Chamalang, Sorange, Khost, Harnai, 
and other parts of Balochistan are 
rampant in coal mines.
Six coal miners trapped when a fire 

erupted inside the coal mines the 
other day in the Chamalang area of 
Balochistan. Fortunately, rescue 
workers backed by the Frontier 
Corps (FC) rescued all six miners 
after nine hours-long operations. 
The technical team dispatched from 
Quetta in a helicopter to ensure the 
unhurt recovery of coal miners.
The mines and mineral department 
government of Balochistan is reluc-
tant to share data of incidents with 
the media. Although, thousands 
have died in the coal mines of 
Balochistan during last more than a 
decade. Mines owners are hardly 
punished for poor working condi-
tions that cause such tragedies.
Broken families need to be provided 
a reasonable compensation 
Broken and poverty-hit families 

need to be provided reasonable com-
pensation by the government and 
mines owners. Currently, the fami-
lies are paid a nominal amount by 
mine owners. It is time for the gov-
ernment to make sure the implemen-
tation of the 1923 mines acts to save 
precious human lives.
Such incidents cause a national out-
rage in other parts of the globe. 
Nonetheless, they go unnoticed in 
this part of the world. It is a matter of 
our collective conscience and 
responsibilities to raise voice for sav-
ing precious human lives and raising 
voice for a down-trodden class of 
society.
To be precise, the implementation of 
the 1923 mines act can help reduce 
the number of such incidents in the 
coal mines of Balochistan.

Cries of coal miners in Balochistan

Reko Diq:
 mining company moves 
another court to enforce 
award against Pakistan
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Afzal Ali Shigri

AT the time of elections and 
during their tenure, political 
parties vehemently profess 
their commitment to police 
reform. It is educative to read 
the manifestos of the three 
leading major political par-
ties of Pakistan as a way of 
evaluating their intentions 
about reforming the police.

In their manifesto, the PPP 
deals with the police along 
with the civil armed forces, 
broadly mentioning the need 
for enhancing the autonomy, 
intelligence and operational 
capacity of law-enforcement 
agencies. This is followed by 
random mention of comput-
erisation, counterterrorism, 
gender imbalance and 
response capacity.The PPP 
manifesto then talks about the 
enhancement of resources 
and induction of police offic-
ers in terms of the UN peace-
keeping experience to benefit 
from their work in conflict 
zones. This part of the docu-
ment seems to have been 
drafted without any under-
standing of the role of civilian 
police as an essential part of 
the criminal justice system. 
On the other hand, the 
entirety of the PML-N’s wis-
dom and reflections on police 
reform seems to have been 
encapsulated in a single spare 
sentence pledging to “reform 
the police service through ini-
tiatives such as smart policing 
and community policing in 
order to make the police force 
citizen friendly and an effi-
cient crime-fighting agent”. To 
say the least, this is a sad 
reflection on the commitment 
of these major parties in 
reforming the most important 
arm of the state to maintain 
public order and peace in the 
country.It is only the PTI that 
accorded this issue due impor-
tance and identified the broad 

fundamental issues of depo-
liticisation and strengthening 
of police. In addition to delin-
eating the steps for achieving 
these objectives, the PTI 
undertook to replicate the KP 
Poli ce Act, 2017, in other prov-
inces, professionalise police 
through reorganisation and 
provide specialised training. It 
further undertook to improve 
public outreach to police and to 
address the gen der imbalance 
by recruiting more females into 
the force.

The manifestos of 2018 rightly 
gave hope that the PTI would 
address this most important 
aspect of reforms comprehen-
sively with due impact on the 
entire criminal justice system. 
However, it is unfortunate that 
after winning the 2018 election, 
the PTI demonstrated conspicu-
ous reluctance to follow the KP 
Act, 2017, with IGPs keen to 
implement the reforms in true 
spirit being shown the prover-
bial door. The PTI has show-
cased the KP police reform as a 
model to be emulated by all 
police forces in Pakistan. On 
the other hand, the other three 
provinces, wrongly presuming 
that the 18th Amendment gave 
them the exclusive authority to 
legislate police law, sought vari-
ous ways to frustrate any 
reform despite the existence of 
Police Order, 2002, originally 
the blueprint for the KP police 
law. While Punjab amended 
the Police Order, Sindh intro-
duced a new law (albeit retain-
ing some parts of Police Order 
2002), and Balochistan reverted 
to Police Act, 1861, thus practi-
cally freezing any progress on 
reform. The federal govern-
ment chose to continue with 
the 150-year-old Police Act for 
the capital territory.

A military ruler promulgated 
Police Order, 2002, for creating 
a politically neutral, democrati-
cally controlled and accounta-
ble police force. Ironically, suc-

cessive political governments 
have refused to create the struc-
tures to ensure political neu-
trality and a credible accounta-
bility framework, thus frustrat-
ing the very purpose of the 
democratic principles so care-
fully woven into the 2002 police 
reform by a dictator. Due to the 
continued and wanton use of 
police by the party in power for 
political considerations, a peo-
ple-friendly police force has 
remained an elusive dream, 
and ordinary citizens suffer at 
the hands of a police force 
which is functioning in a legal 
void to the lasting benefit of 
vested interests.

Dismayed by the inaction of 
political governments to reform 
the police and the resulting 
deterioration of the entire crim-
inal justice system, the then 
chief justice of Pakistan, in 
order to address the root cause 
of the collapsing criminal jus-
tice system, decided to use the 
platform of the Law and Justice 
Commission of Pakistan for 
establishing a police reforms 
committee comprising nine 
former inspectors general of 
police with an established 
record of leading and imple-
menting reforms at different 
stages in Pakistan. The sitting 
IGPs were also co-opted in this 
committee and comprehensive 
terms of reference covering all 
important aspects of law 
enforcement with an emphasis 
on relief to the vulnerable seg-
ment of the society was notified 
in 2018. Within five months, the 
committee produced a two-vol-
ume police reforms report after 
in-depth consideration of all 
aspects of policing in Pakistan. 
It produced a model police law 
to be introduced in every feder-
ating unit of Pakistan. This law 
was based on the 2002 model 
incorporating some amend-
ments to address new develop-
ments and challenges faced by 
the police in a fast-changing 

world impacted by information 
technology.The second volume 
of this report specifically 
addressed urban police struc-
tures, the alternate dispute res-
olution system, police account-
ability, improve ment in inves-
tigation, combating of terror-
ism by the criminal justice 
system and some amendments 
in various laws. This report 
was submitted to the govern-
ment of Pakistan and the prov-
inces with recommendation 
for implementation.

In the meantime, the issue of 
the jurisdiction of the federa-
tion and the provinces for leg-
islation on police was also 
resolved by the superior judi-
ciary during hearing of public 
interest petitions. The seven-
member bench of the Supreme 
Court held that the federal 
government and the prov-
inces had concurrent jurisdic-
tion with primacy of the fed-
eral law in case of any conflict 
over provincial legislation. 
Yet even this judgement by 
the Supreme Court of Pakistan 
has been brazenly ignored. 
Despite the existence of this 
recently drafted report by the 
sitting police leadership and 
nine retired senior officers 
with input from the highest 
level of judiciary, the govern-
ment instead of benefiting 
from this contribution has 
chosen to ignore this docu-
ment. This constitutes an 
unspoken refusal to reform 
the police as an autonomous 
and professional institution 
for ensuring the ‘rule of law’, 
an act that is anathema to the 
political elite. Police reforms 
will therefore remain a hol-
low political slogan with hor-
rendous impact on future 
governance and politics of 
Pakistan.

The writer is former IGP 
Sindh and convener of the 
Police Reforms Committee, 
Law and Justice Commission.

Climate catastrophe
Jamil Ahmad

CLIMATE change can push 
the world over the cliff if 
urgent action is not taken. 
As a threat multiplier, it can 
lead to poverty, insecurity 
and a breach of human 
rights. These well-known 
concerns formed the back-
drop of the 2015 Paris 
Agreement which commits 
the world to keeping aver-
age global warming to 
below two degrees Celsius, 
and ideally 1.5°C. 
Importantly, it establishes a 
common framework for all 
countries to tackle climate 
change — a departure from 
the bifurcation of developed 
and developing nations 
which often led to acrimony 
and contentious outcomes at 
climate meetings.

The agreement formally 
adopts an inclusive ‘all 
hands on the deck’ approach 
to the contribution of non-
state stakeholders to propel 
a coordinated response to a 
growing crisis by employ-
ing all means and galvanis-
ing action at all levels.

Developed countries reaf-
firmed their financial com-
mitments for assisting 
developing countries to 
effectively combat climate 
change. Signatories commit-
ted themselves to raising 
ambitions after five years by 
revising their Nationally 
Determined Contri butions. 
The agreement entered into 
force in the unprecedented 
short time of less than one 
year.The UN has since 

worked vigorously and ral-
lied collaborative efforts to 
cut emissions and switch to 
renewables and facilitated 
financial and technological 
assistance to developing 
nations. Countries have 
implemented national plans, 
formed multi-stakeholder 
partnerships and joined 
UN-led international coali-
tions for climate action.

The last decade has been 
the warmest.

Despite these endeavours, 
the current state of play is 
highly disturbing. The last 
decade has been the warm-
est. Notwith standing an eco-
nomic slowdown due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the year 
2020 was one of the warmest 
years on record. A dire cli-
mate crisis looms larger than 
ever. Facing the brunt are 
poor nations and peoples as 
global warming threatens 
lifelines. Pledges of financial 
support from development 
partners have yet to fully 
materialise and match the 
gravity of the issue. Most 
developing coun tries are 
handicapped by financial and 
policy challenges. Obviously, 
efforts to address climate 
 emergency are falling short. 

Two reports released lately 
by the UN Environment 
Programme provide insights 
into the crisis and offer possi-
ble ways out. The first report 
cautions against increased 
fossil fuel production and 
encourages governments to 
reverse the trend in favour of 
green and clean options and 
to “wind down fossil fuel pro-

duction by six per cent per 
year to limit catastrophic 
warming”. The G20 govern-
ments have “committed $ 230 
billion in Covid-19 measures 
to sectors responsible for fos-
sil fuel production and con-
sumption, far more than to 
clean energy, roughly $150bn”. 
The report calls for ensuring 
that stimulus funds go to 
green investments.

The second, the Emissions 
Gap Report, reveals that 
“greenhouse gas emissions 
continued to grow for third 
consecutive year in 2019” and 
the “short-term reduction in 
global emissions due to the 
Covid-19 crisis will not con-
tribute significantly to emis-
sions reductions by 2030 
unless countries pursue an 
economic recovery that incor-
porates strong decarbonisa-
tion”.

It is clear that the climate 
emergency is putting the 
world on a perilous path.

The UN has appealed for 
ambitious action as govern-
ments embark on a new set of 
plans to enhance the imple-
mentation of the Paris 
Agreement. Secretary-
General António Guterres 
has presented a three-
pronged strategy to address 
the crisis: to achieve global 
carbon neutrality within the 
next three decades, to align 
global finance in support of 
the Paris Agreement and to 
take effective adaptation 
measures to protect the most 
vulnerable countries and 
people from the impact of cli-
mate change.Encouraging 

signs are emerging already. 
The recent UN Climate 
Ambition Summit 2020 held 
virtually, witnessed a 
groundswell of political com-
mitment and support for 
urgent and long-term action 
as governments outlined new 
polices and fresh strategies. 
Several major economies 
have committed to climate 
neutrality or net zero emis-
sions in the coming decades 
including the EU, UK, Japan, 
South Korea by 2050 and 
China by 2060.

Pertinently, climate change 
is also a moral issue. Wasteful 
habits and unsustainable 
production and consumption 
patterns driven by the cur-
rent economic model are con-
tributing to the crisis and 
reflect what Secretary-
General Guterres calls 
“humanity’s war on nature”.

While policy measures are 
critical for providing suitable 
conditions, awareness 
reflected in the personal 
choices and actions of citizens 
as consumers, investors and 
communities is essential to 
nudging society towards a 
sustainable lifestyle. 
Behavioural change must 
supplement policy and tech-
nological innovations if we 
are to seek peace with 
nature. The imperative to 
address the climate emer-
gency is more urgent today 
than it was at the time of 
signing the Paris Agreement.

The writer is director of 
intergovernmental affairs, 
United Nations 
Environment Programme.

What are engineering students reading?
Muhammad Hamid Zaman

This past semester I got a 
chance to engage with engi-
neering freshmen in an 
intro-get-to-know-you kind 
of course. As we all wore 
masks in class, talking wasn’t 
easy. At times we had to 
repeat ourselves, often loudly. 
I could not tell whether the 
students were smiling or 
frowning at my lame jokes. 
The students — as always — 
were sharp, ambitious and 
ready to take on the world.

There was just one problem: 
they had no interest in read-
ing books. Most had not read a 
single book in the last year, 
and despite my nudging none 
showed interest in reading 
during the holidays or even 
the next semester.

I find this deeply disturbing 
and nothing short of a crisis. 
Some may argue that given 
the anxiety and worry due to 
the pandemic, reading a book 
may be too much to ask. There 
is some merit in this argument 
but not much. First, because 
when I spoke to other (non-
engineering) students at my 
institution, they had been 
reading books, and planned 

on reading some in the near 
future. Second, an experiment 
I have done for the last several 
years in my engineering 
classes, where I give credit 
(equal to one full homework) 
if students read a book (in any 
language!) during the semes-
ter results in barely anyone 
availing that opportunity sug-
gests that problem is deeper 
and has little to do with the 
pandemic. Frustrated by what 
I saw, I decided to ask my stu-
dents why they do not read 
books. The answers I got were 
both troubling and insightful. 
Most thought reading a book 
was only for pleasure, and 
there was little academic or 
intellectual value in it. This 
was reinforced by other engi-
neering and science faculty 
who consider both book writ-
ing, and reading a hobby — 
not something that may con-
tribute to intellectual develop-
ment. There was also a strange 
sense of entitlement that engi-
neering was all about doing 
things and book reading was 
something that engineers 
didn’t (or perhaps shouldn’t) 
do.

I reached out to some friends 
in Pakistan to ask what engi-

neering students in Pakistan 
are reading. I got similar 
answers. Most do not read 
books, engineering and sci-
ence students may go through 
their entire university educa-
tion without ever reading a 
book not required for course-
work.

My analysis here is not a 
thorough scientific survey, 
though I have seen the disdain 
for reading books year after 
year in engineering classes 
with hundreds of students. 
My observation has more to 
do with the dangerous, and at 
times entitled, culture we are 
creating in engineering depar 
tments and schools. This is 
troubling given the impor-
tance of why everyone — 
regardless of discipline — 
needs to develop a sense of 
cultural consciousness, empa 
thy and respect. Reading will 
not solve the problems we 
face, but not reading is likely 
going to make them worse.

So how do we get ourselves 
out of this malaise? Culture 
change is hard, and slow. 
Cultivating habits is no less 
challenging. But we have to 
push back against the notion 
of what an engineer does 

early on in the curriculum. 
Engineering curricula need 
to incorporate reading and 
writing, with possible 
courses jointly taught by 
professors from different 
disciplines. Given the myr-
iad ethical challenges we all 
face with modern technol-
ogy, some institutions are 
rethinking ethics in science 
and engineering, by having 
humanists and computer 
scientists teaching courses 
together. This model has 
strong potential in incorpo-
rating reading that informs 
students about their history, 
society and our collective 
future. Ultimately, no single 
model will be universally 
applicable, but we need to 
realise that by reinforcing 
problematic perceptions, we 
are not creating engineering 
scholars who will change 
the world for the better, but 
a generation of graduates 
who will be incapable of 
playing their part in fixing 
the problems they inherit.

Like Opinion & Editorial 
on Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on all our 
daily pieces.

Politics of police reform

The figure is shocking: 40% of chil-
dren do not go to school in 
Balochistan. This means 40% of the 
children will grow up without get-
ting an education in the province. 
Balochistan has already been lagging 
behind other provinces in terms of 
key social indicators. Education is 
one of them. Until the provincial gov-
ernment, political parties, civil soci-
ety, media, and non-governmental 
organizations join their hands, this 
alarming figure will remain true.
The number of out of school children 
in the province is 11,58, 291, statistics 
of Balochistan education department 
obtained by this daily reveals. The 
data confirms 60% of children’s’ 
enrollment in schools.
Although, the provincial government 
allocated substantial funds for the 
development of education during 
the financial year 2020-21. 
Nonetheless, government-run 
schools paint a bleak picture across 
the province.
The department has recruited over 
9,000 teachers shortlisted by a test-
ing service CTSP to improve the 
quality of education and overcome 
the issue of the shortage of teachers 
in the province.
531, 371 students have been studying 
in private schools
The data further mentioned that 531, 
371 students have been studying in 
private schools across the province. 
Similarly, the number of students 
studying in Madaris (religious 
schools) is 103,305.
“We have recruited teachers on the 
basis of merit” Sardar Yar 
Muhammad Rind, the Balochistan 
education minister said. He said the 
present government has decided to 
improve the quality of education 
and bring out of school children to 
schools across the province.
The education department has 
repeatedly revealed that the number 
of ghosts and non-functional schools 
across Balochistan is over 3,200. The 
number of schools across Balochistan 
is 14,979 as per the data of the depart-
ment.
The Balochistan government has 
declared education as compulsory 
and free for children. The govern-
ment has also declared the imple-
mentation of Article  25-A of the 
constitution to ensure the provision 
of education to children of the prov-
ince. For the provincial government, 
action must match their words when 
it comes to the implementation of 
their announcements. The education 
budget needs to be increased and 
newly recruited teachers should be 
preferably posted in non-functional 
schools to make them functional.
A comprehensive strategy should be 
evolved to enroll all out of school 
children in schools to make them bet-
ter citizens. Only then, they can serve 
the country and nation.

Out of School Children in 
Balochistan



Friday December, 25, 2020 DAILY QUETTA VOICE Page# 03

QUETTA: Provincial information advisor Bushra Rind giving certificate to jounelist after training workshop. QUETTA VOICE

HYDERABAD: Women selecting shoes at Naya pul for the upcoming Crhistmas. INP PHOTO

Transgender person 
tortured, filmed in Punjab

News Desk

CHUNIAN: A video of a 
transgender beaten up 
badly after being hanged 
upside down in Kasur dis-
trict has gone viral as 
police said that the accused 
were released after the two 
sides agreed against pursu-
ing the matter.

According to the details, 
the transgender, who is 
identified as Sohana, was 
abducted and tortured by 
influential people in 
Allahabad area of Chunian 
Tehsil two months back.

A video of the incident, 
which was uploaded by the 
accused themselves on 
social media, showed the 
gruesome torture against 
the eunuch. It emerged that 
she was invited to perform 
at a programme but was 

later tortured and sexually 
abused for three days by 
the accused. “This incident 
of a transgender being tor-
tured happened on 27th 
and 28th October,” the DPO 
Kasur Imran Kishwar con-
firmed after the video of the 
incident went viral on 
social media.

He said that three people 
were booked for the abduc-
tion of a transgender. The 
police arrested Zulfiqar, 
Shani and Asif for interro-
gation, however, they were 
released after a patch-up 
between the two sides.

An agreement of the 
deal between the two sides 
was also submitted to the 
police, the DPO Kasur said 
adding that they would 
take action against the 
accused if the transgender 
approaches them.

Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

BEIJING: China supports 
Pakistan to achieve sustaina-
bility in transportation 
industry, says a White paper 
issued by the State Council 
Information Office of China, 
Gwadar Pro reported on 
Wednesday. 

The White paper, titled 
“Sustainable Development of 
Transport in China,” pro-
vided a full picture of the 
country’s achievements in the 
field and share its strategy 
and activities in building a 
sustainable transport system. 

It summarized the devel-
opment and achievements of 
China’s transport sector in 
2020 and highlighted the 
development of transport 
projects under China, 
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC).

According to the White 

Paper, China has been 
strengthening mutually ben-
eficial cooperation with other 
countries in the field of trans-
portation connectivity. China 
has actively propelled ML-1 
project and completed the 
Lahore Orange Line project.

The paper quoted former 
Railway Minister, Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed as having said 
that ML-1 railway project 
under CPEC is a revolution-
ary project that will trans-
form the entire railway struc-
ture in Pakistan, meanwhile 
to help controlling railway 
accidents and creating 150,000 
jobs.

It says, subway is an impor-
tant means of transportation 
in China and total number of 
passengers exceeded 28 bil-
lion in 2019. 

This October, the Orange 
Line opened, welcoming 
more than 40,000 passengers 

on its first day, marking the 
beginning of the “Metro Era” 
in Pakistan.  It means that the 
Pakistani people can also 
enjoy China’s advanced mode 
of transport.

The White Paper also men-
tioned the Peshawar-Karachi 
Expressway and the Second 
phase of the Karakoram 
Highway. On the port side, 
China participated in the con-
struction and operation of 
Gwadar Port.

With Pakistan’s active par-
ticipation and joint efforts, 
the international connectivity 
architecture has basically 
taken shape.   

An all-dimensional and 
multilevel infrastructure net-
work, with a focus on rail-
ways, highways, shipping 
and aviation, is taking shape 
at a faster pace, and the cost of 
goods transactions and flows 
between regions is gradually 

being reduced, thus promot-
ing the orderly flow and opti-
mal allocation of resources 
across regions, the White 
Paper stated.  

The white paper also delib-
erated upon the country’s 
energy development, titled 
“Energy in China’s New Era”. 
According to the white paper, 
China has been working on 
enhancing international 
energy cooperation and green 
development. 

This development also pro-
vides experience and benefit 
to Pakistan. CPEC projects 
including hydropower, wind 
power and photovoltaic 
power have not only solved 
power shortage in Pakistan, 
but also accelerated the trans-
formation of energy structure 
and cultivated a huge number 
of professional talents in this 
field for Pakistan.

The Karot Hydropower sta-

tion and Jinnah Photovoltaic 
Park are mentioned in the 
White Paper as successful 
samples.

China has already set out to 
further expedite constructing 
Green BRI this month. The 
Guidance proposes a measure 
to classify projects into three 
categories of “red”, “yellow”, 
and “green” according to 
their positive and negative 
impact on the three environ-
mental dimensions of climate, 
pollution, and biodiversity.  

According to the White 
Paper, China will continue to 
carry out extensive coopera-
tion with BRI countries in 
clear energy sector including 
trade, investment, production 
capacity, equipment, technol-
ogy and standards, and sup-
port Pakistan and other 
developing countries in 
enhancing their capacity to 
cope with climate change. 

Police launches crackdown 
against amateur drivers, 

motorcyclists

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Traffic Police (ITP) has con-
stituted special squads to 
take action against amateur 
drivers and bike riders not 
using helmets.

Following directions of 
Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) Islamabad Muhamm 
ad Aamir Zulfiqar,Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
(Traffic) Farrukh Rasheed 
who has also appealed the 
parents to refrain handing 
over vehicles or bikes to 
their under-age children.

SSP (Traffic) has also 
directed all Zonal DSPs for 

strict action against amateur 
drivers and to ensure steps 
for safe road environment in 
the city. He directed to 
ensure renewed efforts for 
awareness about traffic rules 
among citizens by ITP edu-
cation wing.

He directed ITP’s teams to 
visit educational institutions 
to create traffic sense as sev-
eral students have joined 
ITP as traffic volunteers. The 
SSP (Traffic) said that pur-
pose of action against ama-
teur drivers and motorcy-
clists with helmets is to 
ensure their own safety as 
it should not be considered 
a punitive measure.

China supports Pakistan to 
achieve sustainability in 

transport sector: White paper

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Privatization 
Muhammad Mian Soomro has said that the govern-
ment is working on reviving Pakistan Steel Mills and 
running it at its actual production capacity.

A special meeting regarding the matter was held in 
Islamabad under the chairmanship of the Federal 
Minister on Wednesday. The meeting was attended by 
the Federal Secretary and other senior officials.

During the meeting, the Federal Minister was 
apprised of the privatization progress of institutions 
included in the Active Privatization List. These include 
SME Bank, House Building Finance Corporation, 
Services International Hotel Lahore and Jinnah 
Convention Center Islamabad.

The Federal Minister was informed that the work 
related to privatization of these institutions is in the 
advanced stages. A briefing was also given on the 
revival of Pakistan Steel Mills.

The Minister said that the transaction structure of 
the steel mills would be approved by the Cabinet 
Committee on Privatization, following which it would 
submitted to the Cabinet for approval.

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: The imp 
orts of overall petro-
leum group declined 
by 22.78 percent during 
the first five months of 
the current fiscal year 
(FY2020-21) as com-
pared to the corre-
sponding period of the 
last year.

During the period 
under review, the total 
imports of the petro-
leum group stood at 
$3.946 billion, as 
against the imports of 
$5.110 billion last year, 
according to the latest 
data issued by the 
Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS).

The commodities 
that contributed in 
decrease of petroleum 
imports included petrol 
eum products, imp orts 
of which declined by 
16.51 percent, from 
$2.174 billion to $1.815 
billion. The imports of 

petroleum cured 
decreased by 27.01 per-
cent, from $1.486 billion 
last year to $1.085 billion 
whereas the imports of 
liquefied natural gas 
decreased by 34.73 per-
cent from $1.334 billion 
to $0.870 billion.

The petroleum 
proucts that witnessed 
increase in trade inclu 
ded liquefied petroleum 
gas, imports of which 
grew by 52.06 percent, 
from $114.905 million to 
$174.726 million.

The imports of all 
other petroleum group 
commodities also increa 
sed by 8.93 pecent, the 
data revealed.

Meanwhile, on year-
on-year basis, the petr 
oleum group imports 
decreased by 16.38 per-
cent during the month 
of November as com-
pared to the same 
month of last year. The 
petroleum imports dur-
ing November 2020 

were recorded at 
$777.981 million against 
the imports of $930.396 
million.

On month-on-month 
basis, the petroleum 
imports into the coun-
try decreased by 7.44 
percent during Novem 
ber 2020 when com-
pared to the imports of 
$840.484 million in 
October 2020, the data 
revealed.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the coun-
try’s merchandize expo 
rts increased by 2.21 
percent during the first 
five months of the cur-
rent fiscal year as com-
pared to the corre-
sponding period of last 
year. The exports dur-
ing July-November 
(2020-21) were 
recorded at $9.747 bil-
lion against the 
exports of $9.536 bil-
lion in July-November 
(2019-20), showing 
growth of 2.21 percent.

Govt working on reviving 
Pakistan Steel Mills: 

Soomro

Sindh to raise gas crisis 
issue with Centre: Murad 

Ali Shah
News Desk

KARACHI: Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on 
Wednesday directed provincial energy minister to pre-
pare Sindh’s case over the gas crisis.

“The issue of unjust distribution of gas will be raised 
with the federal government,” chief minister said in a 
session over gas crisis in the province.

Chief Minister Shah was presiding over a meeting 
over the gas crisis in province, attended by Sindh’s 
Energy Minister Imtiaz Ahmed Shaikh and other con-
cerned officials.

The chief minister was briefed about acute gas short-
age in the province.

“Industrialists as well as domestic consumers are fac-
ing hardships in the gas crisis,” Murad Ali Shah said.

“Sindh is country’s largest gas producing province, 
still the people here have been deprived of it,” chief min-
ister said.

Sindh should be given priority in consumption of the 
gas being produced here, chief minister said. “Depriving 
the province from its gas is violation of the Article 158 of 
the constitution,” Shah observed.

The chief minister directed the energy minister to pre-
pare Sindh’s case over the gas crisis.

“The issue of unjust distribution of gas will be raised 
with the federal government,” the chief minister said.

POL import bill contracts 
22.78% to $3.946 billion in 

5 months

PHC dismisses 
bail petition of 

Fazlur Reh-
man’s Aide

News Desk

PESHAWAR: Peshawar 
High Court (PHC) on 
Wednesday dismissed the 
bail petition of Moosa 
Baloch, a close aide of JUI-F 
chief Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman.

A bench of the high court 
announced reserved ver-
dict on the plea of Moosa 
Baloch.

The National Account 
ability Bureau (NAB) had 
arrested Moosa Khan 
Baloch three months ago on 
September 23 over charges 
of amassing assets beyond 
known sources of his 
income. He is a former DFO 
and his eldest son Tariq 
Baloch is Fazl’s personal 
secretary. It is pertinent to 
mention here that the NAB 
is also investigating the 
JUI-F chief in an assets 
beyond means probe. It is 
pertinent to mention here 
that the NAB is also inves-
tigating the JUI-F chief. IHC axes 200 percent 

increase in Islamabad 
Property Tax

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on 
Wednesday has suspended the verdict of 200 percent 
increase in Islamabad Property Tax and ordered 
Islamabad Metropolitan Corporation to collect the 
property tax as per the old tax rates.

Justice Mohsin Akhter Kiani issued the reserved 
verdict of the case and ordered tax collection is not the 
ambit of the Capital Development Authority (CDA) 
and only Metropolitan Corporation will collect the tax 
property tax. The court has also directed to conduct an 
audit of CDA’s collected tax since 2015.

The IHC earlier accepted the petitions regarding the 
increase of property tax in Islamabad that was filed by 
Jamat-e-Islami and other citizens of Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT), the TV channel reported. 

It is pertinent to note that Metropolitan Corporation 
Islamabad (MCI) approved the increase in property 
tax in 2018 making it applicable from July 1, but ten-
sions between the MCI and Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) over who would control the revenue 
directorate responsible for collecting property tax 
meant that the distribution of property tax bills was 
delayed. 

Siraj expresses concern on 
govt decision on 2017 census 

results without taking 
Karachi people into 

confidence
News Desk

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami Emir Senator Sirajul Haq has 
expressed concern over the government decision to 
approve the results of the 2017 census without taking 
into consideration the objections raised by the people of 
Karachi.

Talking to party workers here on Wednesday, he also 
questioned the logic behind three years delay in the 
approval of the census if the need was not felt to listen to 
the concerns of the masses. 

“We will raise the issue at every forum. The demands 
of the people of Karachi should be addressed.”

The JI chief said that despite spending two and half 
year in government, the PTI was still confused and 
lacked timely decision making ability. He said the 
Imran Khan government continued the policies of the 
previous regimes and failed to introduce reforms in key 
sectors. 

Talking about the reports of the increase in the prices 
of electricity in result of the talks between the govern-
ment and IMF, he said the masses who had already 
taken to the street against policies of the PTI would 
never accept this increase. 

He demanded the government decrease from 25 per-
cent to 50 percent the prices of electricity, gas and basic 
food items instead of any further raise in them. He said 
there must be an independent audit to find out the esti-
mated loss to the national exchequer due to the policies 
of the PTI which resulted sugar, flour and other crises 
on different occasions in past two and half decades. 

He said there was dire need to build the economy on 
Islamic principles and get rid of the international finan-
cial institutions to avert further loss to the national 
kitty in future. 

The rulers should know that getting some relaxation 
in payment schedule of foreign debts were not a perma-
nent solution to put the economy on track, he added. 

Sirajul Haq said the JI was set to launch the second 
phase of its anti-inflation movement from Gujranwala 
on Friday. He appealed the people to ensure their full 
participation in the meeting by the following the SOPs 
in wake of Crona pandemic. 

Sirajul Haq said the JI was set to launch the second 
phase of its anti-inflation movement from Gujranwala 
on Friday. He appealed the people to ensure their full 
participation in the meeting by the following the SOPs 
in wake of Crona pandemic. 
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Balochistan Integrated 
Water Resources 
Management & 
Development is being 
implemented accor 
ding to the vision of 
Government of 
Balochistan to enhance 
the livelihood of poor 
inhabitants of the 
province. The project is 
being executed by 
Irrigation Department 
as lead agency with 
participation of 

Agriculture, Forest & 
Wildlife, PHE and 
Environment Depart 
ment. The project aims 
at strengthening the 
provincial govern 
ment’s capacity for 
water resources monit 
oring, management 
and to improve 
com mu n it y-b a s e d 
water management for 
targeted irrigation 
schemes in Balochistan.
The project has two 
main components. The 
component A is 
dedicated to 
institutional reforms to 

begin the 
transformation of 
water management in 
Balochistan from a 
narrow irrigation 
project focus to an 
integrated multi-
sectoral river basin 
planning and 
development approach. 
It will be achieved by 
institutional strengt 
hening through a 
professional developm 
ent program, 

institutional reforms 
including new & 
improved legislation, 

investment in hydro-
meteorological data 
and water information 
system. The component 
B envisages 
investments in 
irrigation, potable 
water supply, flood 
protection, watershed 
and rangeland 
management interven 
tions.
The main expected 
mid-term economic 
benefits of the Project 

include: 
(i) Increased command 
area with improved 
irrigation services by 
construction and 
rehabilitation of weirs, 
lining of main 
channels & water 
courses, land leveling, 
construction of storage 
tanks, installation of 
high efficiency 
irrigation system, 
tunnel farming and 
providing/laying of 
PVC pipes. These 
activities will result in 
enhancement of 
sustainable irrigated 
area and agricultural 
productivity.
(ii) More sustainable 
watersheds (increased 
production of fodder 
and improved 
rangeland manage 
ment).
(iii) Availability of 
potable water supply 
to rural population.
 (iv) Reduced damages 
and losses resulting 
from floods. 
(v) Reduced water 
r e s o u r c e s 
infrastructure constru 
ction costs due to 
improved water data 
and information. The 
longer-term economic 
benefits will accrue 
from improved water 

data and information, 
increased professional, 
institutional capacity 
and improved water 
related legislation that 
will support more 
economically efficient 
management and 
development of water 

resources in 
Balochistan. 
In quantitative terms, 
it is expected that 
about 66,290 hous 
eholds (around 347,221 
people) will directly 
benefit from the 
Project. 57,274 hectares 
of area will be provided 
with sustainable 
irrigation services, 
khushkaba farming 
and watershed/
rangeland managem 
ent interventions. 6,493 
households will receive 
potable water supply 
and 10,220 households 
will be protected from 
floods. 

The dam site is located on Winder river 
about 125 km away from Karachi, 66 km 
from Uthal City and about 25 km from 
RCD Highway near Winder Town on the 
upst ream of Goth Amun at latitude 25° 
28’ 40” and longitude 66° 51’ 43”. It lies in 
Lasbela District of Balochistan. The site is 
accessible from RCD highway near 
Winder Town through Khurkhera-Kanraj 
metalled road.

The Government of Balochistan (GoB) 
through the Balochistan Irrigation 
Department (BID) is executing federally 
funded Winder Dam Project. The project 
was approved by ECNIC in its meeting 
held on 16th March 2020 with a cost of Rs. 
15,230 Million. The main objective of the 
construction of Winder dam is the socio-
economic uplift of the area through the 
development of irrigated agriculture of 
about 10,000 Acres, protection from floods, 
and development of fisheries. The project 
shall be implemented in 54 months which 
includes detailed design, construction, 

supervision of the project (48 months) and 
post construction / Defect Liability Period 

& closing procedures (06 months). 
The proposed 

Winder dam would 
be an Earth Core 
Rockfill Dam (ECRD) 
with concrete gravity 
ungated ogee spill-
way. The dam is 
about 41 m high and 
1,277 m long with 300 
m spillway at left side 
of the dam. The outlet 
works include an 
intake tower with an 

intake gate, flow control valves and an outlet 
conduit. The dam would create a reservoir 

having a gross storage capacity of 67.218 MCM 
(54,495 acre-ft) at nor-
mal reservoir level of 
112 m. The irrigation 
system comprises of 21 
km main canal and 
four distributaries hav-
ing 16.00 km length. 
The dam will provide 
about 1.42 m3/s (50 cfs) 
of water for irrigating 
10,000 ha acres land 
located on the down-
stream of dam. The 

Balochistan Irrigation Department has 
entrusted the assignment of the consultancy 
services of “Detailed Design and Construction 
Supervision of Winder Dam Project, Balochistan”, 
to a Joint Venture comprising of Associated 
Consulting Engineers ACE Limited (Lead Firm), 
CAMEOS Consultants (JV Partner) and Techno-
Consult International (Pvt) Ltd. (JV Partner) in 
association with Zeeruk International (sub-con-
sultant). The Consultants are responsible for 
design review, procurement assistance, contract 
management and construction supervision.:

The Bidding process for the Construction of 
Winder Dam Project has recently been com-
pleted. The bid of M/S Zahir Khan & Brothers 
(ZKB) was declared responsive to the Bidding 
Document and its Bid was approved accord-
ingly as a lowest bidder. The National 
Exchequer was benefitted Rs. 1,190 Million 
in the transparent procurement process. 
The contractor has been mobilized and 
hope fully the work will be completed 
within the scheduled time.

Project Director Winder Dam, Nasir Majeed Baloch briefing Federal Secretary Water 
Resources, Muhammad Ashraf, Joint Secretary, Mehar Ali Shah and Secretary Irrigation 

Balochistan, Ali Akbar Baloch about the Project.


