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Monitoring Desk

ABU DHABI: UAE 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan has said the 
decision to suspend the 
issuance of visas to 
Pakistani citizens was 
taken due to the corona-
virus pandemic and the 
restrictions are “tempo-
rary”, it emerged on 
Sunday.
The United Arab 
Emirates had last month 
temporarily stopped 
issuing new visas to 
citizens of Pakistan and 
at least 11 other mostly 
Muslim majority coun-
tries
In a statement on 
Saturday, Foreign 
Minister Nahyan 
“affirmed the depth of 
the bilateral relations 
between the United 
Arab Emirates and 
Pakistan, and recalled 
the keenness of the late 
Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan on 
the relations during the 
early stages of estab-
lishment”.
He stressed “the tempo-
rary nature of the recent 

restrictions imposed on 
the issuance of visas 
due to the outbreak of 
the Covid-19 pan-
demic”, according to the 
UAE Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs & 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Cooperation.
The move comes as a 
surprise because, even 
though Covid-19 infec-
tions and deaths have 
seen a rise in Pakistan 
in recent weeks, the 
country has been 
praised by the World 
Health Organisation, 
among others, for its 
handling of the health 
crisis. Some other coun-
tries with much higher 
caseloads were not 
barred by the UAE.
The statement was 
issued after Foreign 
Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi paid 
a two-day official visit 
to the UAE during 
which he held meetings 
with the top Emirati 
leadership.
Qureshi had met 
Nahyan on Thursday. 
He had apprised his 
counterpart of the diffi-
culties being faced by 

the Pakistani commu-
nity in the UAE, but no 
discussion about the 
visa issue was made 
public at the time.
During Qureshi’s visit, 
the two sides exchanged 
views on the latest 
developments in the 
region and discussed 
ways to coordinate 
responses on issues of 
interest, the UAE for-
eign ministry said.
Nahyan “affirmed the 
depth of the distin-
guished relations 
between the two 
friendly countries and 
the keenness to enhance 
and develop further 
aspects of joint coopera-
tion across all fields”.
He reiterated the UAE’s 
appreciation of the 
Pakistani community in 
the Gulf country, say-
ing more than 1.5 mil-
lion members of the 
Pakistani diaspora 
enjoyed safety and sta-
bility in “their second 
country the UAE”. He 
also praised their “great 
role and active contri-
bution” to the growth 
and prosperity of the 
UAE.

Recalling that Pakistan 
was among the first 
countries to establish 
diplomatic relations 
with the UAE, Nahyan 
said the two friendly 
peoples and countries 
shared strong historical 
ties that “enhance pros-
pects of their broad 
cooperation across all 
fields”, according to the 
ministry’s handout.
“The close relations 
between the UAE and 
Pakistan have contin-
ued to strengthen over 
the past decades and 
translated into multi-
faceted cooperation, 
which represents a 
unique case in Arab-
Asian relations in the 
region, as political rela-
tions between the UAE 
and Pakistan are based 
on a long history of 
joint action, trust, and 
respect,” the UAE for-
eign minister said.
“The UAE and Pakistan 
enjoy close relations 
and historical ties 
across political, eco-
nomic, cultural and 
social domains, estab-
lished on solid founda-
tions of mutual friend-

ship and respect.”
In a statement on 
Sunday, the Foreign 
Office in Islamabad 
said Foreign Minister 
Qureshi in his meetings 
with the Emirati leader-
ship had raised the 
issues pertaining to 
visa restrictions on 
Pakistani nationals as 
well as the welfare of 
the Pakistani diaspora 
in the UAE, among 
other matters.
“Qureshi was assured 
that the visa restric-
tions were temporary in 
nature and were 
imposed due to the out-
break of Covid-19 pan-
demic,” it added.
After the UAE visa sus-
pension in November, 
the Foreign Office had 
said the decision was 
“believed to be related 
to the second wave of 
Covid-19” but added 
that it had reached out 
to UAE to seek further 
clarity. The FO had, 
however, made clear 
that the suspension did 
not apply to those 
already holding valid 
visas.
Days later a report 

UAE visa restrictions for 
Pakistan ‘temporary’, due to 

Covid-19: Emirati FM

Landslide kills 2 
miners in Harnai 

Balochistan
Hanif Tareen 

QUETTA: Landsliding has 
killed 2 coal miners in 
Balochistan’s Harnai dis-
trict on Sunday. Levies 
sources said the miners 
were working deep inside 
the mine in the Khost area 
of Harnai district when a 
landslide hit them. Both 
miners died on the spot, 
levies said.

Laborers from nearby 
mines rushed toward the 
mine and recovered 3 
miners alive, they 
informed. They are in sta-
ble condition, levies men-
tioned. The miners 
retrieved the dead bodies 
from deep inside the 
mine. The victims 
belonged to the Shangla 
area of Swat Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. They were 
identified as Adil Shah 
and Iftikhar Ahmed.

The dead bodies shifted 
to a nearby basic health 
unit and moved towards 
their ancestral area for 
burial in ambulances.

Hazardous working 
conditions claimed thou-

sands of miners lives
Hazardous working 

conditions inside coal 
mines of Balochistan have 
claimed the lives of thou-
sands of miners. Such 
incidents are almost the 
order of the day in the coal 
mines of Dukki, Khost, 
Harnai, Mach, Sorange, 
and other parts of 
Balochistan.

“Such incidents are eve-
ryday happening”, Bakht 
Nawab, an office-bearer of 
Balochistan mines associ-
ation said. He demanded 
of the government to pro-
vide better facilities to the 
miners and ensure their 
safety.

Balochistan houses rich 
coal-reservoirs 

Balochistan houses rich 
coal-reservoirs in Bolan 
Mach, Sorange Quetta, 
Dukki, Chamalang, and 
other parts of the prov-
ince. Thousands of labor-
ers have been extracting 
coal from inside mines. 
Most of the laborers 
belong to Swat, Shangla, 
Toba Kakari and some 
parts of volatile southern 

ABU DHABI: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Quershi meets with his United Arab Emirates counterpart, Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in Abu Dhabi. Photo courtesy Shah Mahmood Qureshi Twitter

Deforestation illegal hunting 
put lives of Suleman Markhor 

at peril
Syed Muhammad Yaseen

QUETTA: Deforestation, illegal 
hunting, and pollution pose a seri-
ous threat to the lives of Suleman 
Markhor. Suleman Markhor is the 
national mammal of Pakistan that 
has been listed as an endangered 
species by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN). 

“Deforestation, depletion of 
vegetarian cover, range degrada-
tion put the lives of Markhor in 
danger”, Dr. Faiz Kakar, the for-
mer IUCN Chief Balochistan 
informed. In Takatu mountains, 
the number of Markhor, a large 
straight horn goat is from 1,000 
to 1,200 according to conserva-
tive estimates currently.

Markhor is roaming in the 
Takatu mountains an estimated 
area of thousands of hectares of 
land. The mountains snake 
through district Quetta, Ziarat, 
and Pishin. “Solid waste coupled 
with pollution also dangerous 
for Markhor”, Mr. Kakar men-
tioned.

However, officials described 
the scarcity of water as one of the 
underlying reasons behind trou-
bles for Markhor.  “Scarcity of 
water poses a serious threat to 
Markhors’ lives”, Abdul Khaliq 
Bazai, an officer of the 
Balochistan Wildlife said.

The number of Markhor 
declined to only 100 during 1996

“The number of Markhor 
declined to only 100 during 1996”, 
Mr. Bazai informed. At that time, 
Quetta and most parts of 

Balochistan were suffering from 
the worst drought that destroyed 
standing crops. The drought had 
destroyed agriculture and live-
stock sectors across the province 
causing migration of the people.

Residents of Takatu managed 
the provision of water through 
donkeys in rugged mountains on 
their own to keep the endangered 
species alive. Chief Justice 
Balochistan High Court (BHC), 
Mr. Justice Jamal Khan 
Mandokhail took personal notice 
of the issue. After CJ’s notice, the 
forest department provided water 
through tankers to avoid the death 
of Markhor because of a scarcity 
of water.

“Illegal hunting and scarcity of 
water pose a serious threat to the 
lives of Markhor”, Mr. Bazai 

stated. The Balochistan Wildlife 
and Forest department have 
deployed 11 guards in the moun-
tain to guard the Markhors.

Markhor hardly survives after 
the age of 10 years 

After 10 years, Suleman 
Markhor can hardly survive, 
Khaliq Bazai said. He demanded 
of the Balochistan government to 
allow limited hunting and charge 
those coming for hunting. The 
number of Markhor can increase 
if illegal hunting is stopped and 
drinking water arranged, Mr. 
Bazai said.

Apart from Takatu, the number 
of Markhor is also in the thousands 
in the Tor Ghar area located in dis-
trict Killa Saifullah. Local tribes-
men have been protecting the 
endangered species for years.

Health Desk 

QUETTA: Balochistan has 
reported another polio 
case on Saturday morning. 
A 16-month old child 
tested positive for the crip-
pling virus, health sources 
said. The child belongs to 
the Gulistan area of dis-
trict Killa Abdullah.

The number of cases 
reached 25 in Balochistan 
after the confirmation of 
this case. Health sources 
said the parents had not 
provided polio drops to 
the affected child. “The 
child belonged to a refusal 
family”, they mentioned. 
The samples of the 
infected child had sent to 
the laboratory. The labora-
tory officials confirmed 
that the kid has contracted 
the crippling virus.

Quetta, Pishin and Killa 
Abdullah reported most 
polio cases 

Killa Abdullah, Pishin, 
and Quetta have reported 
most of the polio refusals. 
Their number is in thou-
sands, health officials 
said.  A large number of 
people are still skeptical 
about the anti-polio cam-
paign and term it a con-
spiracy. This year, most of 

the polio cases reported 
from these three districts. 
The government had 
established committees to 
convince the parents to 
refuse polio drops. The 
committees comprise reli-
gious scholars, teachers, 
and people belonging to 
various walks of life.

The health officials also 
term suspension of polio 
campaigns in the after-
math of the outbreak of 
COVID19 as one of the 
reasons behind increasing 
cases. Although, the emer-
gency operation cell, 
health department, and 
others conducted repeated 
campaigns currently.

The crippling virus con-
tinues to affect children 
despite three-decades of 
campaigns 

The cropping virus is 
yet to be eradicated from 
Balochistan and other 
parts of the country 
despite three-decades of 
continued anti-polio cam-
paigns. The officials claim 
the success and achieve-
ments of targets after 
every anti-polio cam-
paign. However, the crip-
pling virus continues to 
affect children under the 
age of five years.

FO 
summons 

Indian 
envoy over 
ceasefire 
violations 
by Delhi

News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Minis 
try of Foreign Affairs on 
Sunday summoned a sen-
ior Indian diplomat to 
register Pakistan’s strong 
protest over ceasefire vio 
lations by the Indian occu 
pation Forces along the 
Line of Control (LoC) on 
19th December 2020, resu 
lting in serious injuries to 
an innocent civilian.

MOFA Spokesperson 
said “Due to indiscrimi-
nate and unprovoked fir-
ing by the Indian occupa-
tion forces in Rakhchikri 
Sector of the LoC on 19th 
December 2020, 25-year-
old Sagheera d/o Muham 
mad Haneef , resident of 
Akhori village, sustained 
serious injuries,”

The Indian occupation 
forces along the LoC and 
the Working Boundary 
(WB) have been continu-
ously targeting civilian 
populated areas with 
artillery fire, heavy-cali 
ber mortars, and auto-
matic weapons. In 2020, 
the Indian occupation 
forces have carried out 
3003 ceasefire violations 
to date, resulting in 27 
shahadats and serious 
injuries to 250 innocent 
civilians.

Condemning the 
deplorable targeting of 
innocent civilians by the 
Indian occupation forces, 
it was underscored that 
such senseless acts are in 
clear violation of the 2003 
Ceasefire Understanding, 
and are also against all 
established humanitar-
ian norms and profes-
sional military conduct. 

“These egregious vio-
lations of international 
law reflect consistent 
Indian attempts to esca-
late the situation along 
the LoC and are a threat 
to regional peace and 
security,” MOFA 
Spokesperson said.  

It was added that by 
raising tensions along the 
LoC and the WB, India 
cannot divert attention 
from the grave human 
rights situation in the 
Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu & Kashmir 
(IIOJK). The Indian side 
was called upon to 
respect the 2003 Ceasefire 
Understanding.

Polio case reported 
in Balochistan

Opposition’s 
resignations 

will be 
accepted 

immediate-
ly: Azam 

Sawati
News Desk

LAHORE: Railways 
Minister Azam Swati has 
said that those looted the 
country are forced to 
stumble from pillar to 
post. The resignations of 
the opposition will be 
accepted immediately and 
elections will be held.

Talking to newsmen in 
Lahore, he said that when 
the train arrived in Lahore, 
the passengers said that 
our train arrived on time 
because of you, which 
embarrassed me. I want all 
the trains to reach destina-
tions on time.

Railways Minister 
Azam Khan Swati has said 
that the government is 
making all out efforts to 
bring reforms in the 
national institutions.

He said that all old 
buildings of Pakistan 
Railways will be restored 
and renovated to generate 
revenue.

The Minister said that 
we have set a target to 
transform Railways into a 
profitable institution 
within one year.

He appreciated the dedi-
cation and hard work of 
railway employees for the 
progress of the depart-
ment.

High Court orders 
uninterrupted gas 

supply to Balochistan
News Desk 

QUETTA: The Balochistan 
High Court (BHC) on 
Saturday ordered the Sui 
Southern Gas Company 
(SSGC) to ensure proper 
supply to all parts of the 
province. A division bench 
of the BHC comprising 
Chief Justice, Mr. Justice 
Jamal Khan Mandokhail, 
and Mr. Justice Abdul 
Hameed Baloch passed 
this order on a constitu-
tional petition about the 
low gas pressure issue. The 
court had taken up the 
matter and called the 
Chief Secretary (CS) 
Balochistan and the 
General Manager (GM) 
SSGC in person for brief-
ing.

BHC’s order has come 
after reports of low and 
no gas pressure in Quetta 
and other parts of 
Balochistan in prevailing 
chilly weather. Citizens 
have been staging protest 
demonstrations against 
the company against low 
gas pressure and gas load 
shedding. The court had 
also taken notice of heavy 
bills in the province by 
SSGC and the sufferings 
of poor consumers.

Senior lawyers Munir 
Kakar Advocate and 
Naseebullah Tareen 
Advocate had filed a con-
stitutional petition on the 
part of citizens regarding 
the gas pressure issue.

Gas supply increased 

currently: GM Gas told 
the court

Madani Siddiqui, the 
General Manager (GM) 
SSGC in his report 
informed the court that 
gas supply has been 
increased and hopefully 
it would be addressed. He 
however noted that low 
gas pressure was the 
result of illegal installa-
tions of compressors by 
consumers. The company 
has disconnected illegal 
compressors in various 
parts of the city.

The bench noted that it 
was an illegal act and that 
GM should seek the sup-
port of local administra-
tion to disconnect com-
pressors.

The court also directed 
GM gas to share the pro-
gress report with the 
chief secretary 
Balochistan to address 
the issue of gas pressure. 
The CS directed to coordi-
nate the federal secretary 
of petroleum and other 
high ups to address the 
issue once and for all. The 
court asked the CS to con-
tact the federal govern-
ment regarding modify-
ing the existing heavy 
bills.

The bench directed that 
steps should be taken to 
address the issue keeping 
in view harsh weather con-
ditions and the financial 
status of the consumers 
who fall within the middle 
and low-middle class.

Shafqat Mah-
mood makes 

important an-
nouncement on 
Pakistan’s edu-

cation policy
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Education Minister Shafqat 
Mahmood on Sunday 
announced that his minis-
try has started the process 
to formulate an education 
policy for Pakistan. 

Taking to Twitter, the 
minister said that while the 
government had taken sev-
eral initiatives on coming 
up with a single national 
curriculum for the whole 
country, an education pol-
icy “is necessary”. 

“So on my direction a 
process has been started by 
the Ministry of Education 
which includes wide-
spread consultation. All 
suggestions welcome,” he 
said. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and his government 
have repeatedly empha-
sised on the need for a uni-
form education curriculum 
across the country to elimi-
nate the class divide among 
students. 

“A uniform education 
system is not only a requ 
irement of modern times 
but also the basic right of 
every child,” PM Imran 
Khan had said last month 
while chairing a meeting. 

“The success of this sys-
tem depends on the selec-
tion of teaching staff and 
capacity building. Thanks 
to the new policy, it will be 
possible to get a quality.
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Afzal Ali Shigri

AT the time of elections and 
during their tenure, political 
parties vehemently profess 
their commitment to police 
reform. It is educative to read 
the manifestos of the three 
leading major political par-
ties of Pakistan as a way of 
evaluating their intentions 
about reforming the police.

In their manifesto, the PPP 
deals with the police along 
with the civil armed forces, 
broadly mentioning the need 
for enhancing the autonomy, 
intelligence and operational 
capacity of law-enforcement 
agencies. This is followed by 
random mention of comput-
erisation, counterterrorism, 
gender imbalance and 
response capacity.The PPP 
manifesto then talks about the 
enhancement of resources 
and induction of police offic-
ers in terms of the UN peace-
keeping experience to benefit 
from their work in conflict 
zones. This part of the docu-
ment seems to have been 
drafted without any under-
standing of the role of civilian 
police as an essential part of 
the criminal justice system. 
On the other hand, the 
entirety of the PML-N’s wis-
dom and reflections on police 
reform seems to have been 
encapsulated in a single spare 
sentence pledging to “reform 
the police service through ini-
tiatives such as smart policing 
and community policing in 
order to make the police force 
citizen friendly and an effi-
cient crime-fighting agent”. To 
say the least, this is a sad 
reflection on the commitment 
of these major parties in 
reforming the most important 
arm of the state to maintain 
public order and peace in the 
country.It is only the PTI that 
accorded this issue due impor-
tance and identified the broad 

fundamental issues of depo-
liticisation and strengthening 
of police. In addition to delin-
eating the steps for achieving 
these objectives, the PTI 
undertook to replicate the KP 
Poli ce Act, 2017, in other prov-
inces, professionalise police 
through reorganisation and 
provide specialised training. It 
further undertook to improve 
public outreach to police and to 
address the gen der imbalance 
by recruiting more females into 
the force.

The manifestos of 2018 rightly 
gave hope that the PTI would 
address this most important 
aspect of reforms comprehen-
sively with due impact on the 
entire criminal justice system. 
However, it is unfortunate that 
after winning the 2018 election, 
the PTI demonstrated conspicu-
ous reluctance to follow the KP 
Act, 2017, with IGPs keen to 
implement the reforms in true 
spirit being shown the prover-
bial door. The PTI has show-
cased the KP police reform as a 
model to be emulated by all 
police forces in Pakistan. On 
the other hand, the other three 
provinces, wrongly presuming 
that the 18th Amendment gave 
them the exclusive authority to 
legislate police law, sought vari-
ous ways to frustrate any 
reform despite the existence of 
Police Order, 2002, originally 
the blueprint for the KP police 
law. While Punjab amended 
the Police Order, Sindh intro-
duced a new law (albeit retain-
ing some parts of Police Order 
2002), and Balochistan reverted 
to Police Act, 1861, thus practi-
cally freezing any progress on 
reform. The federal govern-
ment chose to continue with 
the 150-year-old Police Act for 
the capital territory.

A military ruler promulgated 
Police Order, 2002, for creating 
a politically neutral, democrati-
cally controlled and accounta-
ble police force. Ironically, suc-

cessive political governments 
have refused to create the struc-
tures to ensure political neu-
trality and a credible accounta-
bility framework, thus frustrat-
ing the very purpose of the 
democratic principles so care-
fully woven into the 2002 police 
reform by a dictator. Due to the 
continued and wanton use of 
police by the party in power for 
political considerations, a peo-
ple-friendly police force has 
remained an elusive dream, 
and ordinary citizens suffer at 
the hands of a police force 
which is functioning in a legal 
void to the lasting benefit of 
vested interests.

Dismayed by the inaction of 
political governments to reform 
the police and the resulting 
deterioration of the entire crim-
inal justice system, the then 
chief justice of Pakistan, in 
order to address the root cause 
of the collapsing criminal jus-
tice system, decided to use the 
platform of the Law and Justice 
Commission of Pakistan for 
establishing a police reforms 
committee comprising nine 
former inspectors general of 
police with an established 
record of leading and imple-
menting reforms at different 
stages in Pakistan. The sitting 
IGPs were also co-opted in this 
committee and comprehensive 
terms of reference covering all 
important aspects of law 
enforcement with an emphasis 
on relief to the vulnerable seg-
ment of the society was notified 
in 2018. Within five months, the 
committee produced a two-vol-
ume police reforms report after 
in-depth consideration of all 
aspects of policing in Pakistan. 
It produced a model police law 
to be introduced in every feder-
ating unit of Pakistan. This law 
was based on the 2002 model 
incorporating some amend-
ments to address new develop-
ments and challenges faced by 
the police in a fast-changing 

world impacted by information 
technology.The second volume 
of this report specifically 
addressed urban police struc-
tures, the alternate dispute res-
olution system, police account-
ability, improve ment in inves-
tigation, combating of terror-
ism by the criminal justice 
system and some amendments 
in various laws. This report 
was submitted to the govern-
ment of Pakistan and the prov-
inces with recommendation 
for implementation.

In the meantime, the issue of 
the jurisdiction of the federa-
tion and the provinces for leg-
islation on police was also 
resolved by the superior judi-
ciary during hearing of public 
interest petitions. The seven-
member bench of the Supreme 
Court held that the federal 
government and the prov-
inces had concurrent jurisdic-
tion with primacy of the fed-
eral law in case of any conflict 
over provincial legislation. 
Yet even this judgement by 
the Supreme Court of Pakistan 
has been brazenly ignored. 
Despite the existence of this 
recently drafted report by the 
sitting police leadership and 
nine retired senior officers 
with input from the highest 
level of judiciary, the govern-
ment instead of benefiting 
from this contribution has 
chosen to ignore this docu-
ment. This constitutes an 
unspoken refusal to reform 
the police as an autonomous 
and professional institution 
for ensuring the ‘rule of law’, 
an act that is anathema to the 
political elite. Police reforms 
will therefore remain a hol-
low political slogan with hor-
rendous impact on future 
governance and politics of 
Pakistan.

The writer is former IGP 
Sindh and convener of the 
Police Reforms Committee, 
Law and Justice Commission.

Climate catastrophe
Jamil Ahmad

CLIMATE change can push 
the world over the cliff if 
urgent action is not taken. 
As a threat multiplier, it can 
lead to poverty, insecurity 
and a breach of human 
rights. These well-known 
concerns formed the back-
drop of the 2015 Paris 
Agreement which commits 
the world to keeping aver-
age global warming to 
below two degrees Celsius, 
and ideally 1.5°C. 
Importantly, it establishes a 
common framework for all 
countries to tackle climate 
change — a departure from 
the bifurcation of developed 
and developing nations 
which often led to acrimony 
and contentious outcomes at 
climate meetings.

The agreement formally 
adopts an inclusive ‘all 
hands on the deck’ approach 
to the contribution of non-
state stakeholders to propel 
a coordinated response to a 
growing crisis by employ-
ing all means and galvanis-
ing action at all levels.

Developed countries reaf-
firmed their financial com-
mitments for assisting 
developing countries to 
effectively combat climate 
change. Signatories commit-
ted themselves to raising 
ambitions after five years by 
revising their Nationally 
Determined Contri butions. 
The agreement entered into 
force in the unprecedented 
short time of less than one 
year.The UN has since 

worked vigorously and ral-
lied collaborative efforts to 
cut emissions and switch to 
renewables and facilitated 
financial and technological 
assistance to developing 
nations. Countries have 
implemented national plans, 
formed multi-stakeholder 
partnerships and joined 
UN-led international coali-
tions for climate action.

The last decade has been 
the warmest.

Despite these endeavours, 
the current state of play is 
highly disturbing. The last 
decade has been the warm-
est. Notwith standing an eco-
nomic slowdown due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the year 
2020 was one of the warmest 
years on record. A dire cli-
mate crisis looms larger than 
ever. Facing the brunt are 
poor nations and peoples as 
global warming threatens 
lifelines. Pledges of financial 
support from development 
partners have yet to fully 
materialise and match the 
gravity of the issue. Most 
developing coun tries are 
handicapped by financial and 
policy challenges. Obviously, 
efforts to address climate 
 emergency are falling short. 

Two reports released lately 
by the UN Environment 
Programme provide insights 
into the crisis and offer possi-
ble ways out. The first report 
cautions against increased 
fossil fuel production and 
encourages governments to 
reverse the trend in favour of 
green and clean options and 
to “wind down fossil fuel pro-

duction by six per cent per 
year to limit catastrophic 
warming”. The G20 govern-
ments have “committed $ 230 
billion in Covid-19 measures 
to sectors responsible for fos-
sil fuel production and con-
sumption, far more than to 
clean energy, roughly $150bn”. 
The report calls for ensuring 
that stimulus funds go to 
green investments.

The second, the Emissions 
Gap Report, reveals that 
“greenhouse gas emissions 
continued to grow for third 
consecutive year in 2019” and 
the “short-term reduction in 
global emissions due to the 
Covid-19 crisis will not con-
tribute significantly to emis-
sions reductions by 2030 
unless countries pursue an 
economic recovery that incor-
porates strong decarbonisa-
tion”.

It is clear that the climate 
emergency is putting the 
world on a perilous path.

The UN has appealed for 
ambitious action as govern-
ments embark on a new set of 
plans to enhance the imple-
mentation of the Paris 
Agreement. Secretary-
General António Guterres 
has presented a three-
pronged strategy to address 
the crisis: to achieve global 
carbon neutrality within the 
next three decades, to align 
global finance in support of 
the Paris Agreement and to 
take effective adaptation 
measures to protect the most 
vulnerable countries and 
people from the impact of cli-
mate change.Encouraging 

signs are emerging already. 
The recent UN Climate 
Ambition Summit 2020 held 
virtually, witnessed a 
groundswell of political com-
mitment and support for 
urgent and long-term action 
as governments outlined new 
polices and fresh strategies. 
Several major economies 
have committed to climate 
neutrality or net zero emis-
sions in the coming decades 
including the EU, UK, Japan, 
South Korea by 2050 and 
China by 2060.

Pertinently, climate change 
is also a moral issue. Wasteful 
habits and unsustainable 
production and consumption 
patterns driven by the cur-
rent economic model are con-
tributing to the crisis and 
reflect what Secretary-
General Guterres calls 
“humanity’s war on nature”.

While policy measures are 
critical for providing suitable 
conditions, awareness 
reflected in the personal 
choices and actions of citizens 
as consumers, investors and 
communities is essential to 
nudging society towards a 
sustainable lifestyle. 
Behavioural change must 
supplement policy and tech-
nological innovations if we 
are to seek peace with 
nature. The imperative to 
address the climate emer-
gency is more urgent today 
than it was at the time of 
signing the Paris Agreement.

The writer is director of 
intergovernmental affairs, 
United Nations 
Environment Programme.

What are engineering students reading?
Muhammad Hamid Zaman

This past semester I got a 
chance to engage with engi-
neering freshmen in an 
intro-get-to-know-you kind 
of course. As we all wore 
masks in class, talking wasn’t 
easy. At times we had to 
repeat ourselves, often loudly. 
I could not tell whether the 
students were smiling or 
frowning at my lame jokes. 
The students — as always — 
were sharp, ambitious and 
ready to take on the world.

There was just one problem: 
they had no interest in read-
ing books. Most had not read a 
single book in the last year, 
and despite my nudging none 
showed interest in reading 
during the holidays or even 
the next semester.

I find this deeply disturbing 
and nothing short of a crisis. 
Some may argue that given 
the anxiety and worry due to 
the pandemic, reading a book 
may be too much to ask. There 
is some merit in this argument 
but not much. First, because 
when I spoke to other (non-
engineering) students at my 
institution, they had been 
reading books, and planned 

on reading some in the near 
future. Second, an experiment 
I have done for the last several 
years in my engineering 
classes, where I give credit 
(equal to one full homework) 
if students read a book (in any 
language!) during the semes-
ter results in barely anyone 
availing that opportunity sug-
gests that problem is deeper 
and has little to do with the 
pandemic. Frustrated by what 
I saw, I decided to ask my stu-
dents why they do not read 
books. The answers I got were 
both troubling and insightful. 
Most thought reading a book 
was only for pleasure, and 
there was little academic or 
intellectual value in it. This 
was reinforced by other engi-
neering and science faculty 
who consider both book writ-
ing, and reading a hobby — 
not something that may con-
tribute to intellectual develop-
ment. There was also a strange 
sense of entitlement that engi-
neering was all about doing 
things and book reading was 
something that engineers 
didn’t (or perhaps shouldn’t) 
do.

I reached out to some friends 
in Pakistan to ask what engi-

neering students in Pakistan 
are reading. I got similar 
answers. Most do not read 
books, engineering and sci-
ence students may go through 
their entire university educa-
tion without ever reading a 
book not required for course-
work.

My analysis here is not a 
thorough scientific survey, 
though I have seen the disdain 
for reading books year after 
year in engineering classes 
with hundreds of students. 
My observation has more to 
do with the dangerous, and at 
times entitled, culture we are 
creating in engineering depar 
tments and schools. This is 
troubling given the impor-
tance of why everyone — 
regardless of discipline — 
needs to develop a sense of 
cultural consciousness, empa 
thy and respect. Reading will 
not solve the problems we 
face, but not reading is likely 
going to make them worse.

So how do we get ourselves 
out of this malaise? Culture 
change is hard, and slow. 
Cultivating habits is no less 
challenging. But we have to 
push back against the notion 
of what an engineer does 

early on in the curriculum. 
Engineering curricula need 
to incorporate reading and 
writing, with possible 
courses jointly taught by 
professors from different 
disciplines. Given the myr-
iad ethical challenges we all 
face with modern technol-
ogy, some institutions are 
rethinking ethics in science 
and engineering, by having 
humanists and computer 
scientists teaching courses 
together. This model has 
strong potential in incorpo-
rating reading that informs 
students about their history, 
society and our collective 
future. Ultimately, no single 
model will be universally 
applicable, but we need to 
realise that by reinforcing 
problematic perceptions, we 
are not creating engineering 
scholars who will change 
the world for the better, but 
a generation of graduates 
who will be incapable of 
playing their part in fixing 
the problems they inherit.

Like Opinion & Editorial 
on Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on all our 
daily pieces.

Politics of police reform

Quetta and other parts of Balochistan 
are under the grip of chilly weather for 
last more than a week. As the gas supply 
disappears, some parts of Quetta have 
seen a revival of traditional stoves. Back 
to woods and coal since citizens are try-
ing to protect themselves from the harsh 
weather in the valley. Citizens had aban-
doned traditional stoves after the provi-
sion of gas supply to Quetta in the early 
1980s.
In minus zero temperature, people con-
tinue to brave the chilly weather without 
the gas facility. The outskirts of Quetta 
including Sariab, Pashtoonabad, 
Kharotabad, Nawan Killi, Marriabad 
have been facing either low or no gas sup-
ply. Indeed, this compounds the prob-
lems of citizens in freezing temperatures.
Protests against low gas pressure and gas 
load shedding have become almost the 
order of the day in and around Quetta. 
Chilly weather has prompted the citizens 
to come on roads to vent their anger.
Besides Quetta, residents of Ziarat, Kalat, 
Mastung, Pishin, and other areas have 
also been braving chilly weather without 
the gas facility. People have opted for the 
revival of traditional stoves in the above-
mentioned areas since the authorities are 
unable to provide a proper gas supply. In 
the evening, in most parts of the province 
gas supply declines that create problems 
especially for children and aged people.
Low gas pressure main reason behind 
deforestation in Ziarat, Kalat
Low or no gas pressure has resulted in 
deforestation in Ziarat and Kalat that 
house the ancient juniper trees. Residents 
of the two famous tourist points i.e. Ziarat 
and Kalat are forced to opt for cutting 
ancient juniper trees to brave the chilly 
weather. Ziarat houses the world’s sec-
ond-largest juniper forest. An uninter-
rupted gas supply needs to be ensured to 
Ziarat and Kalat to protect ancient juni-
per trees.
The Sui Southern Gas Company’s (SSGC) 
prime focus is on posh areas of Quetta to 
avoid any pressure and appears to be least 
bothered about the marginalized and 
poor neighborhoods. The SSGC officials 
also claim that gas theft in Balochistan is 
in billions. Now the question arises, any 
theft without the internal support of 
SSGC officials seems to be impossible. 
The company needs to ensure transpar-
ency in its own circle as well.
Recently, the SSGC officials have discon-
nected fake connections and traced gas 
theft in various parts of Quetta. This is a 
praiseworthy step. But, there must be a 
crack-down across the board against the 
elements using the facility without pay-
ing bills. 
The Deputy Speaker of National 
Assembly, Qasim Suri the other day 
shared the good news that the federal 
government has approved the Rs:1B 
package to address the city’s low gas 
pressure issue. This announcement 
must be followed by action before it is 
already late.

Balochistan: revival 
of stoves as gas 
supply declines
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Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

LAHORE: The Pakistan 
Industrial and Traders 
Associations Front has 
rejected jump in prices of 
petroleum products for the 
second half of December 
2020 despite the fact that 
Pakistan’s headline national 
inflation is still in high range 
of over 8 per cent, warning 
the authorities that inflation 
above 6 percent could hurt 
economic growth.

In a joint statement with 
vice chairman Javed Siddiqi, 
Mian Nauman Kabir said 
that for the second half of 
Dec, the government 
increased the prices of petrol 
by Rs3/litre, diesel Rs3.01/
litre, kerosene by Rs5/litre 
and Light Diesel Oil (LDO) 
increased by Rs2/litre. The 
increase will be effective 
from today (Dec 16) till the 
end of the month.

Mian Nauman said that 
the high speed diesel is used 
mostly in the transport and 
agriculture sectors. 
Therefore, any increase in its 
price will lead to inflation-
ary impact. Kerosene oil 
price has also gone up, which 
is used in remote areas 
where liquefied petroleum 
gas is not available for cook-
ing purposes. So, any 
increase in its price will have 
an impact on the life of the 
poor. The price of light diesel 
oil has also been hiked, 
which is used in industries.

Mian Nauman Kabir said 
that oil prices and inflation 
are closely connected in a 
cause-and-effect relation-
ship. As fuel rates move up, 
inflation, which is the meas-
ure of general price trends 
throughout the economy, fol-
lows in the same direction 
upward. On the other hand, 
if the rates of fuel fall, infla-

tionary pressures start to 
drop.

He urged the government 
to take concrete measures 
for easing out inflation that 
has further increased due to 
rise in oil prices and other 
essential commodities. He 
said that inflation is on 
higher side due to the impact 
of government’s economic 
policies of soaring fuel rates, 
enhancing power and gas 
tariff, depreciating the local 
currency and imposing 
exorbitant duties on 
imported industry raw 
material. 

PIAF vice chairman Javed 
Siddiqi called for putting the 
economy on a balanced and 
sustainable growth trajec-
tory, addressing the under-
lying structural vulnerabili-
ties, as low export growth, 
limited foreign exchange 
reserves, documentation of 
economy and higher food 

inflation are still major chal-
lenges to the economy.

Referring the data of 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, 
PIAF chairman said that the 
SPI inflation increased by 
9.9% annually in Nov 2020 as 
compared to increase of 
12.3% a month earlier and an 
increase of 20.2% in Nov 
2019. On monthly basis, it 
increased by 1.1% in Nov 
2020 as compared to increase 
of 3% a month earlier and an 
increase of 3.7% in Nov 2019.

The five-month inflation 
was recorded at 8.76% 
against 10.8% in the corre-
sponding period of the last 
fiscal. During last financial 
year (July-June 2019/20), the 
average inflation was 
recorded at 10.74%, with a 
peak reading in Jan of 14.56% 
year-on-year.

The latest CPI bulletin 
says that on a month-on-
month basis, inflation 

increased by 0.8% in Nov 
2020 as compared to an 
increase of 1.7% in the previ-
ous month and an increase 
of 1.3% in Nov 2019. He said 
that the CPI is a main gauge 
of price changes at the retail 
level of all goods and ser-
vices, consumed by private 
households and roughly 
reflect changes in the cost of 
living of whole country. He 
said that the inflation 
increased mainly due to 
abnormal fuel price increase 
by the government.

PIAF vice chairman Javed 
Siddiqi said that the out-
come of stabilization poli-
cies, agriculture sector inter-
ventions, rigorous monitor-
ing at federal and provincial 
levels and favourable 
weather can bring in better 
results in easing out infla-
tion and sustain the econ-
omy towards growth and 
productivity.

Fuel shortage looms large 
over Islamabad, 

Rawalpindi
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Fuel shortage fears are increasing in the 
twin cities of Islamabad and Rawalpindi and northern 
parts including Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan after All 
Pakistan Oil Contractors Association went on a strike, 
on Thursday following a breakdown of talks with the 
district administration over tankers’ entry timings.

The All Pakistan Oil Contractors Association sus-
pended the oil supply to petrol pumps in Rawalpindi 
and Islamabad.

The TV channel reported that the petrol pump own-
ers certified that pumps will be closed if oil supply 
would not be resumed till evening.

Rawalpindi Administration Chaklala and 
Cantonment Board officials will hold another round of 
negotiations with All Pakistan Oil Contractors 
Associations.

Chairman Oil Tankers Association Raja Saeed said 
supply of crude oil to plants has also been suspended 
while supplies to Attock Oil Refinery are also sus-
pended due to the strike.

Earlier, the association stopped supply on 
Wednesday morning and parked its tankers on GT 
Road near Rawat. Later, the district administration and 
association representatives held first round of their 
talks but did not come up with anything concrete.

On the other hand, petrol filling stations are left with 
a day or two of stock, and fuel shortage may hit 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad if the strike continues for a 
day or more. 

PIAF chairman rejects jump in 
oil prices

News Desk

LAHORE: The Pakis 
tan Carpet Manufac 
turers and Exporters 
Association (PCMEA) 
on Wednesday deman 
ded the Prime Minister 
Imran Khan to assign 
special responsibilities 
to Pakistani embassies 
for promotion of 
exports of the country 
and competent offi-
cials would be appoin 
ted in this regard.

PCMEA Senior Vice 
Chairman Riaz 
Ahmad expressed 
these views during a 
meeting held here at 
the building of Carpet 
Institute. Chairperson 
CTI Pervez Hanif, 
Senior Central leader 
Abdul Latif Malik, 
Akbar Malik, Akhter 
Nazir, Saeed Khan, 

Ijazur Rehman, 
Kamran Razi, Qanar 
Zia, Aamer Khalid 
Sheikh, Atiq UrReh 
man and others were 
also present on this 
occasion. 

He also demanded 
that the government 
should allocate a por-
tion of the area of 
Pakistani embassies 
for establishing a 
“Pakistan Pavilion” 
and setting up special 
counters for made in 
Pakistan products in 
big malls near interna-
tional airports for 
effective marketing 
besides giving invita-
tions to foreign 
importers and buyers. 

The participants of 
the meeting also delib-
erated on various pro-
posals of improving 
carpet designs and 

standard. They also 
decided to make a 
draft about the hurdles 
in the way of exports 
of the carpets and sug-
gestions of improve-
ment of carpet indus-
try and dispatch to the 
Prime Minister and 
other concerned insti-
tutions.

Riaz Ahmed said 
there are many foreign 
embassies which take 
special interest for 
promotion of their 
homemade products 
and play key roles in 
this regard. He said 
although Pakistani 
embassies are also ren-
dering the same ser-
vices but their role is 
not up to the mark. 

The VC PCMEA said 
the government shou 
ld make comprehen-
sive strategies besides.

PCMEA demands PM to 
assign special duties to 

Pak embassies for 
promotion of exports

Former PML-N 
MNA Mudassar 
Nahra arrested

News Desk

NOWSHERA VIRKAN: 
The anti-corruption author 
ities on Friday have arrest 
ed former PML-N MNA 
Haji Mudassar Qayyum 
Nahra for illegally occupy-
ing government land.

The Anti-Corruption 
Establishment officials took 
Haji Nahra into custody 
from Nowshera Virkan. 
ACE Circle Officer Mirza 
Zaman along with a heavy 
contingent of police raided 
the Nahra House and 
arrested the former PML-N 
lawmaker and took him to 
Gujranwala. The raiding 
party included DSP 
Kamonke, SHO Tatlay Aali, 
SHO Nowshera Virkan and 
members of the Elite Force.

Circle Officer Mirza 
Zaman said the Gujranw 
ala Deputy Commissioner 
has forwarded a reference 
against Haji Nahra to the 
anti-corruption director 
regarding illegal occupy-
ing state land worth bil-
lions of rupees.

Families of 3 youth 
stage demo against 

Indian police in 
Srinagar

News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the families of three Srinagar youth, Zahid 
Farooq Khan, Asif Ahmad Butt and Shahid Ahmad Mir, 
staged a protest at Press Enclave, today, against Indian 
police.

According to Kashmir Media Service, the family 
members of Zahid Farooq Khan of Nowhatta, Srinagar, 
Asif Ahmad Butt of Rehmania Colony Srinagar, and 
Shahid Ahmed Mir from Khaniyar appeared with plac-
ards and banners at Press Enclave.  

The protesting families said that the police were 
implicating Asif Ahmed Butt, Zahid Farooq Khan and 
Shahid Ahmad Mir in the murder of noted lawyer, Babar 
Qadri. They termed the arrest of their dear ones arbi-
trary. They also demanded a proper enquiry into the 
whole incident by independent investigating agencies.

While talking to media persons, sister of Zahid Farooq 
said they have come to Press Colony after reports came 
through different media platforms that five persons of 
which some are lodged in Srinagar Central Jail have 
been accused in the murder case. “On September 28 we 
were asked by Police to send Zahid (my brother) to Police 
Station Nowhatta, to which we abided and sent him to 
the station. However, when Zahid reached Nowhatta, he 
was intercepted by Police Station Lal Bazaar and thereaf-
ter taken to SP office. Once we tried to approach the 
office we were not let to meet him,” she said.

Upto that moment, she added, “We had no knowledge 
why he (Zahid) was taken into custody. The day when 
Babar Qadri was killed, Zahid was at his shop at Khanyar 
which can be checked from the CCTV footage installed 
at the location.”

The brother of Asif Ahmad Butt talking to media said 
that they had not seen their loved ones from September 
28 upto November 10.  He said that Asif and Zahid were 
severely tortured in custody.

The families said that Zahid and Asif were severely 
tortured and interrogated for almost 45 days. They 
demanded a thorough investigation by an independent 
agency to bring forth the reality.

Family members of Shahid Ahmad Mir said that he 
was picked on September 27. “He is innocent. He is being 
implicated in the case. His mother died last year,” they 
said and demanded his release.

Babar Qadri was shot dead at his residence in Hawal 
area of Srinagar by two masked men after entering into 
his residence on September 24, this year.

PESHAWAR: A vendor preparing tea for customers’ hashtnagri bus stop during chill wateher. INP 
PHOTO

Pakistan reports 83 deaths 
by coronavirus, 2,972 new 

cases in one day
News Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan has reported 83 deaths in the last 24 
hours by novel coronavirus as the number of positive 
cases has surged to 451,494. The nationwide tally of fatal-
ities has jumped to 9,164 on Friday.

According to the latest figures by the National 
Command and Operation Center (NCOC), 2,972 persons 
tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.

Province-wise Details
Sindh remains the worst-hit province by the pandemic 

in terms of cases followed by Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. Punjab has overtaken 
Sindh in most number of casualties.

Till now 201,080 coronavirus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 130,122 in Punjab, 54,021 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 17,868 in Balochistan, 35,700 in Islamabad, 
7,893 in Azad Kashmir and 4,810 in Gilgit-Baltistan.

Furthermore 3,522 individuals have lost their lives to 
the epidemic in Punjab, 3,270 in Sindh, 1,511 in KP, 177 in 
Balochistan, 385 in Islamabad, 200 in Azad Kashmir and 
99 in GB.

Tests and Recoveries
Pakistan has so far conducted 6,216,060 coronavirus 

tests and 39,171 in the last 24 hours. 399,852 coronavirus 
patients have recovered in the country whereas 2,447 
patients are in critical condition.

Karachi ASI turns out to 
be MQM-L hitman

News Desk

KARACHI: An assistant sub-inspector (ASI), who was 
arrested on charges of having ties with Indian spy 
agency RAW and the Muttahida Qaumi Movement-
London (MQM-L), has made startling revelations in a 
confessionary statement before a joint investigation 
team (JIT).

The Special Investigation Unit (SIU) had arrested 
Shahzad Saleem, who was posted at the investigation 
wing of the Shahrea Faisal police station, earlier this 
year. He told the JIT that he got a government job on 
the basis of his political connections and was later 
inducted into the Sindh police.

The arrested cop revealed that the MQM-L had 
formed an eleven-member team, led by Arshad alias 
Chotta, for carrying out targeted killings. It comprised 
Yousuf alias Babay, Asif Kalla, Arshad Sanki, Goga and 
Safdar alias Langra.

He said the group that he was part of was funded by 
Indian spy agency RAW to carry out terrorism activi-
ties in the city. All group members remained in contact 
with each other through emails and had disbursed 
among themselves hundreds of thousands transferred 
from abroad, he disclosed.

Arshad had killed five political rivals in Karachi’s 
Landhi and Korangi areas, according to the police.

Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas 
remembered on his death 

anniversary
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the APHC General Secretary and the Chairman 
of Jammu and Kashmir Mass Movement, Molvi Bashir 
Ahmad, has paid rich tributes to prominent Kashmiri 
leader, Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas, on his death anniver-
sary.

According to Kashmir Media Service, Molvi Bashir 
Ahmad in a statement issued in Srinagar termed 
Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas as a shining star of Kashmir’s 
liberation movement. He said that Kashmir’s liberation 
on the basis of two-nation theory and its accession to 
Pakistan was the mission of Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas 
for which he struggled till his last breath.

He said that Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas was a man of 
character and principles as well as a devout personality 
and a great man with immense compassion for the coun-
try and the nation. He said that the services of the 
Kashmiri leader for the Kashmir freedom movement 
would always be remembered.

He said that Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas from the earli-
est days of his youth did remarkable work to save the 
Muslims of the subcontinent, especially Kashmiris, from 
the oppression of the British and Dogras.

Molvi Bashir Ahmad said, at a time when the Kashmir 
liberation movement is at a critical juncture, it is our 
duty to guide the youth in accordance with the views of 
these Kashmiri leaders.

Robbers’ kill security 
guard, loot Rs9m outside 
Mandi Bahauddin bank

News Desk

MANDI BAHAUDDIN: Two unidentified armed men 
shot and killed a security guard while injured another 
outside a bank in Mandi Bahauddin and fled with a 
whopping Rs9 million cash.

According to police, the incident took place in Gala 
Mandi. The suspected robbers resorted to indiscrimi-
nate firing when they saw money being shifted from the 
bank to a van parked nearby for onward transportation 
to another bank branch.

Resultantly, two security guards sustained gunshot 
wounds. One of them died on the spot. Subsequently, the 
armed men grabbed hold of a bag containing Rs9 million 
worth of currency notes and sped away.

On getting information, a police team reached the 
spot and cordoned it off to collect evidence. A police offi-
cial said the police have launched an operation to arrest 
the culprits.
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UNICEF to provide 1.15 
mln corona testing kits to 

Pakistan

Eight killed 
as car bomb 
rocks Kabul

News Desk

KABUL: A car bomb killed 
eight people and wounded 
more than 15 others in 
Kabul Sunday, officials 
said, the latest attack to 
rock the Afghan capital.

Interior ministry 
spokesman Tariq Arian 
blamed “terrorists” for the 
attack, and said casualties 
included women and chil-
dren.

A security source said 
the car bomb detonated in 
the west of the capital, and 
a health ministry official 
also confirmed the blast. 
“It was a powerful explo-
sion that has caused a lot 
of damage to houses in the 
vicinity,” the source said.

Television footage 
showed at least two cars 
on fire, with plumes of 
thick black smoke billow-
ing into the sky.

ISLAMABAD, Dec 20 (INP): 
The UNICEF has decided to 
provide coronavirus testing 
kits to Pakistan as the require-
ment of the country for the 
diagnostic kits has increased in 
the second wave of the disease, 
sources said on Sunday.

United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) has decided to 
provide 1.15 million COVID-19 
testing kits to Pakistan after 
soaring cases of the disease in 
the second spike of the conta-
gious in country, the sources 

said.
Pakistan will receive the con-

signment of testing kits from 
the UN Agency in January 2021, 
sources further said.

According to sources, the 
UNICEF will provide coronavi-
rus testing kits to Pakistan with 
the funding from the World 
Bank.

The health authorities have 
made contacts on the world 
level for procurement of the 
testing kits, sources said.

“The provinces will inform 

the federal authorities about 
their requirement of testing 
kits, and the consignment sup-
plied by the UNICEF will be 
distributed among the prov-
inces,” sources said.

“The health authorities will 
allocate 4,50,000 corona testing 
kits to Sindh,” the sources 
added.

As many as 2,615 new cases 
of the coronavirus were 
reported across the country 
during the past 24 hours, push-
ing the national tally of infec-

tions to 457,288.
According to the National 

Command and Operation 
Centre (NCOC), 80 more people 
succumbed to the infection 
during this period, taking the 
death toll from the disease to 
9,330.

A total of 37,206 samples 
were tested in the previous 24 
hours, out of which 2,615 turned 
out to be positive.

The positivity ratio of fresh 
Covid-19 cases stands at 7.02 per 
cent, the NCOC said.

Cold to very 
cold weather 

continues 
across 

Pakistan
News Desk

KARACHI: The cold wave 
continues in the port city 
as minimum temperature 
recorded at 11.5 degree 
Celsius on Sunday morn-
ing, according to the met 
office weather report.

Pakistan Meteorological 
Department (PMD) had 
earlier said that minimum 
temperature likely to 
plunge by six to eight 
degree Celsius this week.

Maximum temperature 
in the city will likely to 
remain 21 degree Celsius, 
the weather office said.

Easterly/Northeasterly 
winds blowing in the 
metropolis as existing cold 
wave likely to persist for a 
few more days. The wind-
speed recorded between 
16-18 KM per hour today.

Cold and dry weather is 
expected in most parts of 
the country, while very 
cold in north Balochistan 
and upper parts, according 
to the met office.

A very cold weather con-
tinues to persist in Quetta 
and adjoining areas as 
minimum temperature 
recorded minus 3 degree 
Celsius, while in Kalat 
minus six degree and 
Nokkundi minus five 
degree Celsius recorded.

However, dense fog is 
likely to prevail in plain 
areas of Punjab and upper 
Sindh during morning and 
night hours.

Light rain/snow is 
expected at isolated places 
in upper Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (Chitral, 
Dir, Swat), Gilgit-Baltistan. 
While frost likely to occur 
in Potohar region includ-
ing few plain areas of 
Punjab during morning 
hours, the met office said.

Punjab teachers call off 
protest on assurance of 

demands being met
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Punjab 
government teachers anno 
unced to end their sit-in at 
Bani Gala on Sunday after 
the Islamabad deputy com 
missioner assured them of 
their demand being met.

Contractual teachers 
from 36 districts of Punjab 
converged on Bani Gala, 
near Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s residence, a 
day ago in an effort to 
draw attention toward 
their demand of being 
made permanent employ-
ees. Chairman of the 
Secondary School Teach 
ers core committee Qasim 

Bukhari stated that the 
Islamabad administration 
had assured them about 
the resolution of their 
demands during the nega-
tions that were held the 
previous day.

“On the assurance of the 
Islamabad DC [deputy 
commissioner] becoming 
the mediator we are post-
poning the protest,” Bukh 
ari said. “We will start the 
protest again on one-day’s 
notice if demands are not 
accepted.”

He said that the Punjab 
government had assured 
to make 14,000 contrac-
tual teachers permanent, 
but no practical steps 

QUETTA: Activists of Pakistan citizen liberation forum protesting on Low Gas Pressure at front of 
QPC. QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

ITP education campaign 
in full swing to control 

lane violation
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
campaign of Islamabad 
Traffic Police (ITP) 
launched to check lane 
violation is in full 
swing and road users 
are being educated to 
follow traffic rules and 
minimize the accident 
ratio.

The main objective 
of this road safety cam-
paign is to ensure 
safety to people and 
road users are being 
educated for lane disci-
pline during drive.

Following directions 
of Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Islamabad 
Muhammad Aamir 
Zulfiqar, Senior 
Superintendent of 
Police (Traffic) Farrukh 
Rasheed has consti-
tuted special squads to 
control lane violation 
on various roads and 
ensure smooth flow of 

traffic in the city.
ITP’s squads remain 

present on all impor-
tant roads including 
Islamabad Expressway, 
Srinagar (Kashmir) 
highway to educate 
road users about traffic 
rules. Pamphlets and 
leaflets are being dis-
tributed to create 
awareness among citi-
zens while teams of 
education wing headed 
by SSP (Traffic) 
Farrukh Rasheed are 
creating awareness 
about traffic rules.

During the ongoing 
year, ITP fined to 
21,870 drivers over 
lane violation.

ITP’s FM Radio 92.4 
is also disseminating 
the messages about 
road safety and to edu-
cate audience about 
traffic rules.

Senior Superin ten-
dent of Police (Traffic) 
Farrukh Rasheed has 

appealed the citizens 
to cooperate with the 
force by following traf-
fic laws. He said that 
action would be taken 
against those not fol-
lowing lanes during 
drive as the sole pur-
pose is to ensure safe 
road environment in 
the city.

He hoped that citi-
zens will follow traffic 
rules and help ITP 
through their coopera-
tion in ensuring secure 
traffic system in the 
city.

Those violating traf-
fic rules will be fined 
and safer road envi-
ronment would be 
ensured through con-
stant monitoring, he 
maintained.

 rules will be fined 
and safer road envi-
ronment would be 
ensured through con-
stant monitoring, he 
maintained.

QUETTA: A gypsy boy collecting plastic bottles for recycling to earn money for his family 
livelihood support. QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

Ali Zaidi announces PM 
Imran Khan’s ‘gift to 

Karachi’
Monitoring Desk

KARACHI: Federal 
Minister for Maritime 
Affairs, Ali Haider Zaidi on 
Sunday announced Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s ‘gift’ 
for Karachi, which included 
fire bowsers and tenders to 
strengthen the city’s fire 
department. 

Taking to Twitter, the 
minister announced that 50 
state-of-the-art fire tenders 
with the capacity to hold 
7,000 litres of water and two 
fire bowers are on their way 
to Karachi. 

He thanked the prime 
minister for approving the 
vehicles for the city. 

“50 State of the Art Fire 
Tenders of 7000 liters of 
water & foam capacity + 2 
Water Bowsers loaded on a 
ship & on their way to KHI. 
Thank You PM @
ImranKhanPTI for this gift 
to KHI!” he tweeted. 

Karachi’s fire department 
has been in a sorry state of 

affairs over the past couple 
of decades. 

Fire stations have been 
reportedly dysfunctional, 
equipment and facilities 
outdated and employees 
have often complained of 
not being paid salaries. 

Sindh Information and 
Local Government Minister 
Nasir Hussain Shah, last 
month, paid a visit to the 
city’s central fire station 
where he was briefed over 
the dilapidated state of the 
department.

He was told that only 11 
of the city’s 25 fire stations 
are functional, which meant 
Karachi had only 14 func-
tional fire stations. 

The LG minister had said 
the government “soon” 
planned to clear the arrears 
of fire risk allowance for 
three months. The minister 
had hoped it would “com-
pensate and motivate them 
[firefighters] to show more 
courage and zeal in serv-
ing the people of the city”.

PDM did nothing 
except making hollow 

claims: Sirajul Haq
News Desk

KARACHI: Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) chief Sirajul Haq 
on Sunday said that Pakis 
tan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) – an 11-party oppo-
sition alliance – has done 
nothing except making hol-
low claims.
Talking to media in Karachi 
on Sunday, Sirajul Haq 
while declaring govern-
ment and opposition alli-
ance a failure said that they 
would consider the opposi-
tion leaders serious if the 
Pakistan Peoples’ Party 
(PPP) dissolved the assem-
blies, adding that the mas 
ses would take it as hollow 
claims if they didn’t resign. 
Announcing to launch an 
anti-government campaign 
from December 25 from 
Punjab’s Gujranwala city, 
he said that the JI is heading 

towards its goal, adding 
that his party doesn’t want 
any change to this system.
“The agenda of the PDM is 
not the system, but some 
individuals and the trans-
formation and the National 
Accountability Bureau 
(NAB),” he said.
The JI chief went on to say 
that the people across the 
country were suffering 
from hunger and the coun-
try’s youth is employed. 
“All the announcements 
and claims of the present 
government proved to be 
false,” he said.
“The ruling has not imple-
mented its manifesto dur-
ing its 950 days in power,” 
Sirajul Haq said and added 
the PTI government has 
defamed Pakistan in the 
name of Islamic state and 
could not put the economy 
on track.

Gas loadshedding worsens 
people’s woes in Karachi

News Desk

KARACHI: With the onset of the cold weather, the gas 
crisis in Karachi has intensified as gas supply to indus-
trial areas has been suspended under the Gas Load 
Management Plan.

Gas supply to all industrial zones of the city has been 
suspended on Sunday while gas supply to industrial 
zones will remain closed till 8 am on Monday. 

The CNG stations across Sindh have now reopened 
after 24 hours as all stations across the province previ-
ously shut down due to low gas pressure.

On the other hand, gas load shedding in Karachi wors-
ened the gas availability crises as it takes hours now 
instead of minutes to prepare food amid low gas pres-
sure. 

Even on holidays, residents of Karachi cannot prepare 
their food in time at family gatherings. 

Residents of Gulshan-e-Iqbal are facing low gas pres-
sure as gas load shedding has become a ‘new normal’ in 
Karachi.

Despite the shutdown of gas to commercial consum-
ers, the pressure of domestic consumers could not be 
brought back to normal.

In Multan, household women are worried over gas 
load shedding in harsh winters’ days and expressed that 
it has become difficult to make breakfast amid low gas 
pressure.

While, if one household arranges an extra gas cylinder 
in addition to the already fitted gas connection, then it 
has its own cost and not everyone can afford this, house-
hold women said.  

Fog again disrupts flights 
operation at Lahore 

Airport
LAHORE: Fog and harsh 
weather conditions yet 
again disrupted air travel 
on Sunday cancelling and 
delaying flights at Allama 
Iqbal International Airport.

The fog around Lahore 
Airport disrupted the flight 
schedule as 13 flights can-
celled and seven were 
delayed.  Flight PA-410 to 
Dubai from Lahore Airport, 
flight PA-411 from Dubai to 
Lahore Airport cancelled, 
flight IF-341 of Baghdad 
Airline from Najaf to Lahore 
Airport have also been can-
celled. 

IF-342 to Najaf from 
Lahore Airport, and flight 
OD-131from Kuala Lumpur 
and from Lahore Airport to 
Kuala Lumpur flight 
OD-132 have also been can-
celled  Flight PA-431 from 
Abu Dhabi to Lahore 
Airport also cancelled. 
Flight PK-307 and PK-306 to 
Karachi also cancelled. 

Flight of Serene Air 
ER-52- delayed by five hours 
while Etihad Airline flight 
EY-244 to Lahore from Abu 
Dhabi delayed by two 

hours. 
Pakistan Met Department 

forecasted cold and dry 
weather is expected in most 
parts of the country, while 
very cold in north Baloch 
istan and upper parts on 
Sunday (today).  The Met 
department said the fog is 
likely in northeast Punjab. 
Light rain (with snowfall 
over hills) is also expected at 
isolated places in upper 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Gilgit-Baltistan during even 
ing/night on Sunday (today).

The Met Department pre-
dicted cold and dry weather 
is expected in most parts of 
the country, while very cold 
in north Balochistan and 
upper parts.  While frost is 
likely to occur in the Potohar 
region including few plain 
areas of Punjab during 
morning hours on Monday.

Sunday’s Lowest Minim 
um Temperature (°C): Leh 
-15°C, Gupis -12°C, Skardu, 
Astore -11°C, Kalam -09°C, 
Gilgit, Bagrote, Hunza 
-07°C, Rawalakot, Srinagar 
-06°C, Dir and Parachinar 
-05°C.  

FIA begins probe into 
‘flawed planning’ for 

repair of 11 PIA planes
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) 
has launched an investigation into flawed planning for 
maintenance and annual inspection of 11 planes in the 
fleet of the Pakistan International Airlines (PIA).

According to sources, these planes have been 
grounded for 271 days even after lapse of the official 
time allocated for their repair. As a result, the PIA suf-
fered a loss of at least Rs1 billion. The FIA has started 
looking into the matter under the inquiry number 57. 

It was found during the initial investigation that 
besides other factors unavailability of spare parts for 
the planes grounded in hangers was one of the factors 
responsible for delay in repair of these 11 planes of dif-
ferent companies and models. Engines and parts of 
these grounded planes were installed in other planes. 

Even auxiliary power units (APUs) of the grounded 
planes were installed in other planes. Later, the engi-
neering wing of the PIA failed to provide the required 
parts for these grounded planes. The planes acquired 
on lease were not repaired on time therefore these 
planes could not be brought into commercial use and 
the PIA continued to suffer financial losses as the daily 
and monthly lease amount continued to add up. This 
lease amount is said to be around Rs1 billion. 

Opposition lacks moral 
courage to resign from 
assemblies: CM Buzdar

News Desk

LAHORE: Chief 
Minister (CM) Punjab 
Usman Buzdar has 
said that opposition 
parties lack the courage 
to resign from assem-
blies and they will con-
tinue to fix new dates, 
even after December 31.

In a statement 
released from Lahore 
today, CM Punjab said 
that the opposition alli-
ance knows that gov-
ernment will hold by-
elections if they resign 
from the assemblies.

He vowed that as 
long as Prime Minister 

Imran Khan is in 
power, these rejected 
elements will be held 
accountable for the 
looted wealth and no 
matter what they do 
and the government 
will not give them 
NRO.

Usman Buzdar said 
that the opposition 
should have mercy on 
the nation and give up 
negative politics. 
Despite repeated fail-
ures, PDM is still 
dreaming of over-
throwing the incum-
bent government, he 
added. Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) and 

Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) 
Chief Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman had said on 
December 4 that law-
makers belonging to 
different opposition 
parties would submit 
resignations to their 
respective party heads 
by December 31.

m-Fazl (JUI-F) and 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) 
Chief Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman had said on 
December 4 that law-
makers belonging to 
different opposition 
parties would submit 
resignations.

 to 

A general hospi-
tal will be built 
in Lahore after 
30 years: Fir-

dous Ashiq
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Special Assista 
nt to Chief Minister of Pun 
jab for Information Firdous 
Ashiq Awan has anno 
unced that a general hospi-
tal will be built in Lahore 
after a gap of 30 years.

Firdous Ashiq Awan, in 
a tweet on Sunday, said 
that CM Usman Buzdar 
has given his approval to 
include scheme of 1,000 
bed hospital in annual 
development program.

She, while criticizing 
previous governments, 
said that past rulers did 
not give importance to 
health facilities despite ris-
ing population. The CM’s 
aide said that government 
of Usman Buzdar, is work-
ing continuously.

Coronavirus kills 80 
Pakistanis, infects 2,615 in 

one day
Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan has 
reported 80 deaths in the 
last 24 hours by novel coro-
navirus as the number of 
positive cases has surged 
to 457,288. The nationwide 
tally of fatalities has 
jumped to 9,330 on Sunday.

According to the latest 
figures by the National 
Command and Operation 
Center (NCOC), 2,615 per-
sons tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the past 24 
hours.

Province-wise Details
Sindh remains the worst 

-hit province by the pan-
demic in terms of cases fol-
lowed by Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Islam 
abad. Punjab has over-
taken Sindh in most num-

ber of casualties. Till now 
204,103 coronavirus cases 
have been confirmed in 
Sindh, 131,428 in Punjab 
54,948 in Khyber Pakhtun 
khwa, 36,117 in Islamabad, 
17,909 in Balochistan, 7,961 
in Azad Kashmir and 4,822 
in Gilgit-Baltistan.

Furthermore 3,604 indi-
viduals have lost their lives 
to the epidemic in Punjab 
3,319 in Sindh, 1,536 in KP, 
389 in Islamabad, 204 in 
Azad Kashmir, 179 in 
Balochistan, and 99 in GB.

Tests and Recoveries
Pakistan has so far con-

ducted 6,301,341 coronavi-
rus tests and 37,206 in the 
last 24 hours. 407,405 coro-
navirus patients have 
recovered in the country 
whereas 2,365 patients are 
in critical condition.

BRT Peshawar guard 
thrashes mask-less 

passenger
News Desk

PESHAWAR: A fight broke 
out between a security 
guard and a passenger dur-
ing travel on BRT Trans-
Peshawar bus service on 
Sunday.
A passenger suffered inju-
ries in the fight while the 
passenger’s father accused 
the BRT guard of thrashing 
his son without any reason.  
On the other hand, a spoke 
sman for the Trans-Pesha 
war BRT claimed that the 

incident occurred when the 
security guard asked a 
young passenger to wear a 
mask as per the company’s 
guidelines and policy to fol-
low the SOPs.
The spokesman said, “The 
passenger first attacked the 
security guard. According to 
Trans Peshawar CCTV foot-
age, the boy started insult-
ing and punching the secu-
rity guard.” “All passengers 
are respectable but all pas-
sengers must abide by the 
rules and regulations.


