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Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government will seek to 
improve the mechanism for 
funds distribution under the 
National Finance Commission 
(NFC) Award in order to hold 
the provinces accountable for 
how they spend the money, 
Information Minister Shibli 

Faraz announced on Tuesday.
Addressing a post-cabinet 
meeting press conference in 
Islamabad, Faraz said the cab-
inet discussed the merits and 
demerits of the current NFC 
Award mechanism, under 
which funds are provided to 
provinces according to their 
population size.
It emerged during the discus-

sion, and following a presenta-
tion given by the finance minis-
try, that “there is a fundamen-
tal gap between the money that 
the Centre gives to the prov-
inces and the revenues gener-
ated by the provinces due to 
which provincial governments 
don’t have any incentive to inc 
rease their revenues,” he said.
He said provincial govern-
ments “don’t have any motiva-
tion” to work to raise their rev-
enues locally because “they 
know they will receive a cer-
tain amount” from the federal 
government. Quoting figures, 
he said provinces tended to 
raise funds locally that were 
less than half of the amount 
given to them under the NFC 
Award. The minister also noted 
that there was no mechanism 
to decide how the NFC funds 
would be spent and the money 
was seen to have been previ-
ously used to pay provincial 
salaries and for personal use 
such as purchasing cars, etc.
He said some issues had 
emerged following the 18th 
Constitutional Amendment 
“that are important to be 

resolved” and that provinces 
needed to be held accountable 
for their spending of the NFC 
funds.
In an apparent reference to 
Sindh, he said it wasn’t visible 
where the billions of rupees 
given to “a certain province” 
were spent.
The minister said besides the 
NFC award, the federal govern-
ment also had to spend its 
funds after natural disasters, 
during periods like the Covid-
19 pandemic, and on develop-
ment packages. As a result, he 
said, the Centre “isn’t left with 
a lot and is forced to take loans 
for its expenses”.
Therefore, the cabinet decided 
that “we will have to improve 
this mechanism if we want the 
money to be spent in the right 
places and on right people,” he 
told the presser.
Faraz later denied the impres-
sion that the government 
sought the repeal of the 18th 
Amendment, instead saying 
that there was a need to 
“improve” the areas that 
needed correction a decade 
after the amendment.

Govt wants review of NFC 
Award mechanism to check 
spending by provinces: Faraz

BUITEMS Alumni got 1st 
position in Wildlife 

photography

Education Desk

QUETTA: Mayen Khan, an 
Alumni of the Balochistan 
University of Information 
Technology Engineering 
and Management Sciences 
(BUITEMS)  got the first 
position in “Mountain Bio-
Diversity” on the eve of 
international mountain 
day. Mayen Khan’s 3 min-
utes short documentary 
titled “Balochistan- A lost 
Wilderness” presented at 
the short documentary con-
test on December 11, 2020.

The United Nations 
Development Program (UN 
DP) had organized the con-
test. “Photography is the 
best way to get people con-
nected with the natural 
world”, the BUITEMS Alum 
ni told Quetta Voice. Photo 
graphy can inspire a love of 
wildlife and a desire to pro-
tect it, Mr. Khan mentioned.

Many endangered ani-
mals currently at the risk of 
extinction in Balochistan

Many endangered ani-
mals in Balochistan are at 
the risk of extinction. Mayen 
is using the tool of visual 

communication to address 
the environmental and 
wildlife issues in 
Balochistan through pho-
tography. “A picture spea ks 
a million words”, Mr. Khan 
said while referring to the 
impact of photography.

His main objective, 
behind wildlife photogra-
phy, is to snap the endan-
gered species of Balochis 
tan and acquire the feed-
back of local communities 
regarding the conserva-
tion of species that are on 
the brink of extinction.

“Awareness among 
people can ensure sus-
tainable use of natural 
resources”, Mr. Khan 
noted.

Mayan Khan thanks all 
the people who supported 
him during photography 

He sends his utmost 
gratitude to all the people 
that helped him in achiev-
ing this goal, which 
includes people at Balochi 
stan Forest and Wildlife 
Department, WWF-Pakis 
tan, his teachers and 
mentors at BUITEMS and 
University of 
Balochistan, and mem-
bers of the local commu-
nities that accompanied 
him on his trips.

BUITEMS, one of the 
prestigious educational 
organizations from Baloc 
histan ranked one of the 
600 top universities of 
Asia. The populous con-
tinent houses thousands 
of universities. Most of 
them are located in China 
and India.

QUETTA: Police personal stand alert near burring Narcotics’ during a ceremony. QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

Govt plans residential 
facilities for officers at district 

level: CM Balochistan
News Desk

QUETTA: The Balochistan 
government has planned 
to provide residential facil-
ities to officers at the dis-
trict and divisional levels. 
Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan directed the con-
cerned quarters to prepare 
plans for the establishment 
of government officers res-
idences at district and divi-
sional levels.

The Chief Minister 
chaired an important 
meeting that reviewed 
projects relating to col-
leges, polytechnics, 

Balochistan residential col-
leges on Tuesday. Chief 
Secretary Balochistan, 
Captain ® Fazeel Asghar, 
Additional Chief Secretary 
(ACS), Saboor Kakar, 
Secretary Buildings, 
Ghulam Ali Baloch, and 
other high ups attended 
the meeting. Most of the 
officers trying to perform 
duties in Quetta instead of 
peripheries 

The meeting observed 
that most of the govern-
ment officers were trying 
to perform their duties in 
Quetta instead of periph-
eries due to a lack of resi-
dential facilities. 

The residential facilities 
would ensure the presence 
of officers at the district 
level to address the issues 
of the masses, he said. 
“Master plan coupled with 
latest designing should be 
part of new schemes”, Jam 
Kamal told the meeting. 
He said all aspects of 
development works should 
be reviewed so that people 
could be benefited.

The CM directed the 
departments concerned to 
ensure the installation of 
CCTV and fire-fighting. 
The residential colonies 
should be provided all 
basic facilities, he said.

Trolley kills a miner 
injured another 2 in Dukki 

Balochistan

Security 
guard 

injured in 
cracker 

attack at KU 
gate

News Desk

KARACHI: A security 
guard was injured in 
cracker attacker at gate of 
Karachi University here on 
Tuesday.

According to details, 
two unidentified motorcy-
clists hurled cracker at gate 
of Karachi University and 
sped the scene. 

As a result of cracker 
blast, a security guard was 
injured who shifted to hos-
pital for treatment. 

Heavy contingent of 
police and Rangers cor-
doned off the area after the 
attack and started search 
operation for the assail-
ants. 

Hussain Zarkoon

DUKKI: A trolley inside a 
coal mine killed a miner 
and injured another 2 in 
Dukki area of Balochistan 
province. Levies sources 
said a trolley hit a miner 
inside a mine killing him 
on the spot. However, the 
trolley carrying coal bags 
injured another 2 miners.

Levies said rope of the 
trolley suddenly broke 
down and it went out of 
control killing the miner. 
The miners retrieved the 
dead body of the victim on 
their own from mine. The 
victim identified as 
Mohibullah, a resident of 
Afghanistan. The injrued 
miners were also Afghan 
nationals. They were iden-
tified as Zakaria and 
Abdul Bari. The miners 
were extracting coal from 
inside the miner when the 
tragedy struck, Levies said.

The dead and injured 
miners were from Afghanist 

an The miners rushed the 
injured colleagues to nearby 
hospital for medical treat-
ment. However, the dead 
body of the Mohibullah sent 
to Afghanistan for burial.

In Dukki, such incidents 
in coal mines are almost 
order of the day. Hazardous 
working conditions inside 
coal mines have claimed 
thousands of precious 
human lives in Balochistan. 
The province has rich coal 
reservoirs. However, work-
ing conditions are not good 
for the miners. “Contra 
ctors and mine owners are 
earning at the cost of lives of 
poor miners”, Peer 
Muhammad Kakar, the cen-
tral leader of Balochi stan 
labour federation said.

Methane gas blasts have 
claimed thousands of pre-
cious human lives 

Methane gas blasts inside 
coal mines and other inci-
dents have claim ed pre-
cious human lives in Mach, 
Degari, Sorange.

Ijaz Alam 
paid tribute 
to martyrs 

of APS 
ONLINE

LAHORE: The provincial 
Minister HR&MA Ijaz 
Alam Augustine in a state-
ment in connection with 
16th December (APS day)  
paid tribute to martyred of 
APS incident on the occa-
sion of 6th death anniver-
sary of APS, said that it has 
been six years since the 
unforgettable Army Public 
School tragedy took place 
on December 16, 2014 when 
more than 140 people were 
gunned down by militants 
that included as many as 
122 school children. 

He said that incident of 
APS cannot be forgotten, 
today desperately need to 
stand as a nation to ensure 
the safety of our children. 
He said that a clear mes-
sage to the enemies of 
peace can  be delivered 
through unity and peace 
among all the stakeholders.  

The provincial Minister 
said that under the leader-
ship of PM Imran Khan all 
available resources being 
utilized to ensure human 
rights especially the pro-
tection of children 
throughout the country. 

The minister said that it 
was collective efforts to 
protect children and the 
Punjab Government.

Indian bellig-
erence poses 

threat to region-
al peace, stabili-

ty: President
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. 
Arif Alvi has said that 
Indian belligerence poses a 
threat to regional peace and 
stability.

In an interview to SASSI 
Security Review on Tuesd 
ay, he said New Delhi is com 
mitting human rights viola-
tions in Indian Illegally Occ 
upied Jammu and Kashmir.

He said Pakistan will con 
tinue its support to oppre 
ssed Kashmiri people in 
their just struggle for right 
to self-determination. He 
urged the International 
community including 
United Nations Security.

QUETTA; Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan chairing cabinet meeting on 
Monday: Photo provided by DGPR

Lahore rally 
exposed 

PDM parties 
badly: PM 

Imran
ONLINE

ISLAMABAD:  Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has 
said that after the Lahore 
rally of Pakistan Democr 
atic Movement (PDM) 
opposition parties have 
been badly exposed and 
now people have under-
stand the complete truth of 
their fake statements.

According to sources, 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan said this at an impor-
tant meeting of party lead-
ers chaired by him. During 
the meeting, consultations 
were held on national 
issues including the PDM 
rally.

Addressing the meeting, 
PM Imran said that the 
entire PDM is not clear on 
resignations  . The govern-
ment s decision not to 
intervene in the PDM s 
rally was right.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the party leaders said 
that the statement of the 
opposition alliance PDM 
had died down after the 
failure in the Gilgit elec-
tions and rallies.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan said that PDM had 
endangered the lives of the 
people by holding a rally. 
No matter how many ral-
lies these people hold, they 
will not get NRO. PDM 
leaders held the rally yes-
terday for NRO.

The meeting was 
chaired by the Prime 
Minister and was attended.

Anti-Rape Ordinance 2020 
approved by President

News Desk/Online

ISLAMABAD:  President 
Dr Arif Alvi on Tuesday 
has approved Anti-Rape 
Ordinance 2020 to help vic-
tims in seeking justice by 
carrying out abrupt trials of 
the suspects. 

According to the ordi-
nance, special courts will be 
set up to handle the rape 
cases within four months. 
The prime minister will 
establish rape crisis cells to 
deal with the medico-legal 
examination within six 
hours after the mishap.

Legal assistance will be 
provided to the victims 
under the Legal Aid and 
Justice Authority.

Joint investigative com-
mittees headed by DPOs 
will investigate the crimes 
and a database of sexual 
predators will be main-
tained at national level with 
the help of National 
Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA).

It is mentioned in the 
ordinance that identity of 
the victims will not be 
declared under any circum-
stances.   

Pak-Afghan border: 
Committee formed to 

resolve local laborers issues
Staff Reporter

CHAMAN: The Baloch 
istan government has 
formed a five-member 
committee to resolve 
issues of local laborers 
at Pak-Afghan border 
Chaman on Monday. 
Home Minister Balochis 
tan, Mir Ziaullah Lang 
ove would lead the com-
mittee that would pre-
pare recommendations 
for addressing the griev-
ances of laborers.

Home department Bal 
ochistan issued a notifi-
cation in this regard. 
According to the notifi-
cation, the provincial 

ministers Zamarak 
Achakzai, Noor Muham 
mad Dummar, MPA 
Asghar Achakzai, and 
Senator Manzoor Kakar 
would be members of the 
committee.

Members of the com-
mittee would meet local 
elders and laborers

The committee has 
been formed to meet 
local laborers and tribal 
elders to prepare recom-
mendations about the 
uninterrupted move-
ment of the people at the 
border. The committee 
would prepare recom-
mendations to address 
the border issues.

Quetta: Pakistan Customs 
destroys smuggled goods 

worth Rs. 4b
Ayub Tareen

QUETTA: Pakistan Custo 
ms on Tuesday morning 
destroyed smuggled goods 
worth Rs. 4b in Quetta, the 
capital of Balochistan pro 
vince. The smuggled goo 
ds and contraband goods 
burnt during a ceremony 
in the Kach Mor area of 
Quetta.

The smuggled and con-
traband goods included 
narcotics, charas, liquor, 
gutka, medicines, Chinese 
salt, and betel nuts. “We are 
committed to eradicating 
the curse of narcotics”, Gul 
Rehman, the Chief collector 
customs said. Officers of the 
Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF), Frontier Cor ps (FC), 
and other law enforcement 

agencies witnessed the 
drug burning ceremony. 
“Curse of narcotics must be 
eradicated from society”, 
Mr. Gul Rehman said.

3542kgs narcotics 
destroyed during the cere-
mony. The items destroyed 
included 3542 kilograms of 
narcotic ( charas ) 554 bot-
tles of liquors, 1350 M.Ton of 
gutka, and 1943 M.Ton tons 
of betel nuts Chinese salts, 
and goods such as expired 
cosmetics and foodstuffs 
and medicines.

According to a Pakistan 
Customs spokesperson, the 
proceedings started with 
the national anthem. Irfan 
Javed collector (enforce-
ment), welcomed the guests 
and gave a brief overview 
of the event.


