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News Desk

QUETTA: Chief of the 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM), 
Maulana Fazal ur 
Rehman has announced 
to launch a long march 
towards Islamabad at the 
end of January or the 
beginning of February 
2021. Addressing the 
sixth public meeting of 
the anti-government alli-
ance, the PDM chief said 
the opposition parties 
would march toward 
Islamabad carrying res-
ignations to what he 
called to get rid of 
selected rulers.
The much-hyped decisive 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) power 
show is underway in 
Lahore. Leaders of all 
component parties have 
reached Lahore to 

address the public meet-
ing of the anti-democratic 
alliance.
Maryam Nawaz, the 
Vice-President Pakistan 
Muslim League (N) 
reached the greater Iqbal 
Park as a host of the pub-
lic meeting. Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari, the 
Chairman Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP), PDM 
Chief Maulana Fazal ur 
Rehman and other leaders 
have also reached the 
venue of the public meet-
ing. All key leaders of the 
alliance have reached the 
public meeting.
The ground is jam-packed 
with supporters of the 
anti-government alliance 
waving their party flags. 
The workers of the com-
ponent parties of the PDM 
also chanting slogans 
against the government.
However, the ruling par-

ty’s spokesman Shehbaz 
Gill claimed the number 
of people inside the Jalsa 
was from 5,000 to 6,000. 
He asserted that the 
masses have rejected the 
anti-government alliance.
This is the first time in the 
recent history of the coun-
try that the PML-N is 
holding a public meeting 
at Minar-i-Pakistan, the 
first rally at this venue for 
PML-N Vice President 
Maryam Nawaz.
Similarly, it is PPP 
Chairperson Bilawal 
Bhutto-Zardari’s first 
appearance at a political 
gathering at Minar-i-
Pakistan. His late mother, 
former prime minister 
Benazir Bhutto, held a his-
toric public meeting at 
Minar-i-Pakistan in 1986.
PML-N Vice President 
Maryam thanked Lahore 
’s residents for attending 

the public meeting in 
overwhelming numbers. 
Without naming the 
prime minister, Maryam 
said that someone had 
“challenged PDM in 
Pharoah’s tone” to gather 
enough people to fill up 
Minar-i-Pakistan’s groun 
ds, adding that today par-
ticipants of the public 
meeting had filled up 
adjoining streets as well.
She said Lahore wel-
comed Sindh, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Baloch 
istan as a “real brother”.
“No one is big or small, we 
are all equal,” Maryam 
declared.
She said that for the past 
three years the prime 
minister — whom she 
referred to as ‘Tabedar 
(obedient) Khan’ — had 
been saying that he will 
not grant an NRO. 
Maryam insisted that 

today the prime minister 
was seeking an NRO from 
Nawaz Sharif and the 
people.
Addressing the rally, 
Awami National Party 
Ameer Haider Khan Hoti 
condemned the ruling PTI 
and said that about 80 
years ago, Bacha Khan 
had started a non-violent 
struggle for his nation’s 
rights but he was termed 
as a traitor.
Hoti declared that terror-
ism was “imposed upon 
the Pakhtun people” say-
ing, “Pakhtun people 
were the ones who were 
killed and were defamed 
as well”. He added that 
there were “conspiracies” 
to lead Afghan peace 
talks towards failure and 
efforts to “create misun-
derstandings between 
Afghanistan and 
Pakistan”.

PDM Announces Long 
March Towards Islamabad

Maryam 
Nawaz asks 

PDM 
activists to 

wear masks
INP NEWS

LAHORE: PML-N Vice-
President Maryam Nawaz 
has appealed the leaders 
and supporters of all PDM 
component parties to wear 
masks.

In a tweet on Sunday, 
the PML-N vice-president 
declared that the PDM 
rally at Minar-e-Pakistan 
is going to be a historic 
one. She, however, also 
dropped an advice for eve-
ryone, urging them to 
wear facemasks during the 
rally.

The PTI government 
and its army of ministers 
and advisers may still crit-
icize the PML-N leader for 
the advice, arguing it’s too 
late. The government was 
from day one when the 
PDM had launched its 
campaign of protest rallies 
was trumpeting the threat 
from coronavirus pan-
demic.

PTI govt is striving for 
country’s bright future: 

Shibli Faraz
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Information Minister 
Shibli Faraz on Sunday 
said that the PTI-led gov-
ernment, under the leader-
ship of PM Imran Khan, is 
striving for Pakistan’s 
bright future, adding that 
this journey towards 
development will continue 
at the same pace.

His statements came 
ahead of the PDM jalsa in 
Lahore where Opposition 
leaders will try to convince 
the public to oust the gov-
ernment because of its 
“incompetency.”

Taking to his Twitter 
account on Sunday after-
noon, the information 
minister said that the gov-
ernment is committed to 
providing relief and all 
possible facilities to the 
poor masses.

Citing the reduction in 
sugar prices, he said that 
due to PM Imran Khan’s 
wisely-devised strategies, 
Pakistan’s economy has 
been progressing towards 
betterment, making the 
lives and livelihood of peo-
ple safe.

“Despite the challenges, 
Pakistan’s economic indi-
cators are positive,” he 
stated. “In the first half of 
the financial year, remit-
tances increased by 27%, 

foreign direct investment 
by 150%, and cement pro-
duction by 17%. In 
November, car sales 
increased by 68%, while 
sales of tractors and motor-
cycles also increased sig-
nificantly.”

A day ago, Shibli Faraz 
held a press conference 
where he warned 
Opposition parties against 
the embarrassment that 
will be caused because of 
their “blackmailing tac-
tics”, claiming that the 
Opposition leaders have 
submitted their resigna-
tions without any consul-
tation or a unanimous 
strategy.

Read more: Blackmailing 
won’t get Opposition any-
thing except embarrass-
ment: Shibli Faraz

“Their [opposition lead-
ers’] politics is coming to 
an end. They are stran-
gling the future of their 
political career with their 
own hands.”

He also censured the 
Opposition leaders for 
holding jalsas despite the 
rising number of coronavi-
rus cases in the country, 
adding that the “indiffer-
ent attitude” of the 
Opposition reflects how 
much they care about the 
health and lives of the peo-
ple.

LAHORE: JUI-F Chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman waves at the crowd gathered at Minar-i-Pakistan for PDM`s power show in 
Lahore. Social Media Photo

Guard murder mystery 
solved: Quetta Police 

arrest 2 accused
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Quetta police 
have resolved the mystery 
surrounding the murder of 
a security guard by arrest-
ing 2 key accused. The 
accused had murdered a 
security guard deployed at 
the office of a non-govern-
mental organization 

(NGO) i.e. Taraqee 
Foundation (TF) a week 
ago.

“We have picked up a 
key accused from Muslim 
Bagh area of Balochistan”, 
Pari Gul Tareen, the 
Assistant Superintendent 
of Police (ASP) told a news 
conference. Family mem-
bers of Muhammad 
Hussain, the murdered 

guard were also present on 
the occasion.

She said police con-
ducted a midnight raid at a 
village in Muslim Bagh 
tehsil of Killa Saifullah 
district and arrested the 
accused.

Accused had also visited 
Multan and Faisalabad

The accused visited 

Multan and Faisalabad 
and was spending a night 
in the village when appre-
hended by police, Pari Gul 
Tareen mentioned. Police 
had also arrested another 
key accused from Quetta 
in connection with the 
murder of a security 
guard.

“We are interrogating 
both the accused”, the ASP 

Quetta Cantonment 
informed. Initially, police 
appeared to be clueless 
about the cold-blooded 
murder of the hapless 
security guard. However, 
police solved the mystery 
after launching a thorough 
investigation into the mur-
der case.

“Police performed well 

in this case”, Amjad 
Rasheed, the Chief 
Executive of the Taraqee 
Foundation (TF) where the 
tragedy struck said.

The accused Mir Agha 
and Khan Muhammad by 
police. A local court in 
Quetta had already 
handed over both the 
accused to police on 
remand.

Qasim Suri Calls For 
Arrest Of Umeed 

Khan’s Killers
News Desk:

QUETTA: The Deputy 
Speaker of National 
Assembly, Qasim 
Khan Suri has 
demanded the arrest 
of culprits involved in 
the brutal murder of 
Umeed Khan. The 
12-year old Khan 
killed in a cross-firing 
incident on Archer 
road area of Quetta 
the other day.

The Deputy Speaker 
spoke to the broken family members via tele-
phone from Islamabad on Sunday morning. He 
expressed condolence over the sad incident and 
assured that the culprits would be brought to jus-
tice. “Accused must be punished”, he assured.

Two people injured as a result of the firing inci-
dent. Parents mourning the tragic murder of their 
only son The only son of his parents, Umeed 
Khan was bringing bread from Tandoor (bread 
shop) when killed in the firing incident. The inno-
cent minor boy’s murder caused outrage across 
the country. People demanded the arrest of the 
culprits behind the cold-blooded murder.

On social media networks, people have also 
criticized the police for what they claim their fail-
ure to apprehend the culprits. They have shared 
videos and images of Umeed Khan on their pages 
and Twitter accounts. However, police said two 
suspects have been taken into custody regarding 
the tragic incident.

Scores of people belonging to various walks of 
life visited the residence of Umeed Khan in 
Chaman to express solidarity with his broken 
family members. Heartbreaking scenes wit-
nessed during the fateha of the minor-boy.

Fully-loaded special 
container for Maryam 

Nawaz

COVID19: DS Turbat Jail 17 
inmates test positive

From Our Correspondent

TURBAT: Deputy 
Superintendent Jail Turbat 
Murad Bakhsh and 17 
inmates tested positive for 
COVID19. A senior prison 
officer told Quetta Voice 
health department had 
conducted tests inside the 
jail on December 4 in 
Turbat. He requested ano-
nymity.

The laboratory report 
confirmed the DS Jail and 
17 inmates contracted the 
deadly virus. All affected 
inmates and the DS have 
been isolated, he men-
tioned. Balochistan has 11 
prisons that house over 
2,100 inmates. Most of the 
inmates are in district jail 
Quetta.

Cases of COVID19 
appear to be on a constant 
rise in Balochistan

Overall, the number of 
coronavirus cases appear 
to be on a constant rise in 
Quetta and other parts of 
Balochistan for last more 
than a month. “Cases con-
tinue to increase in 

Balochistan”, Liauqat 
Shahwani, the Spokesman 
government of Balochistan 
said. Mr. Shahwani urged 
the people to adopted 
social-distancing and wear 
masks to battle the deadly 
virus.

Cases near 18000 in 
Balochistan 

The COVID19 cases in 
Balochistan have neared 
18000 in the province. The 
death toll in coronavirus 
cases have also reached 
173 in the province, 
Waseem Baig, the spokes-
man corona cell said.

The deadly virus has hit 
hard Quetta, Pishin, Killa 
Abdullah, Mastung, and 
other districts of 
Balochistan. “This second 
wave of the virus is very 
dangerous”, Mr. Shahwani 
said. The government has 
also urged the masses to 
wear masks to battle the 
coronavirus. The provin-
cial government has 
already declared wearing 
masks compulsory in gov-
ernment offices to contain 
the virus.

Appointment of 700 
science teachers in final 
stage: CM Balochistan

PML-N 
frustrates 

Lahore 
admin’s 

attempts to 
disrupt rally
News Desk

LAHORE: As the Lahore 
district administration 
continued to put hurdles 
in the way of preparations 
for the PDM rally at Minar-
e-Pakistan, the PDM rally 
organisers could not be 
able to arrange containers 
and chairs from the cater-
ers in Lahore, on Sunday.

When they failed to per-
suade the caterers in 
Lahore, the rally organis-
ers then decided to buy 
chairs from other districts. 
PML-N then purchased 
7,000 second-hand chairs 
and lights from 
Gujranwala and other 
nearby districts and then 
rushed them to Lahore late 
on Saturday night. Lights 
and tents were purchased 
from Gujranwala’s Arfan 
Tent Service.

Containers for the cen-
tral stage at the Minar-e-
Pakistan were also 
arranged from other dis-
tricts. Enough refresh-
ments were also stored in 
the containers for the PDM 
leaders and workers.

The rally organisers also 
bought brand new sound 
system from Lahore’s Hall 
Road market.

The Lahore administra-
tion has stunned to see 
how the PML-N arranged 
the chairs and containers 
before the rally. 

News Desk

LAHORE: PML-N leaders have readied a ‘fully-
loaded’ special container for party vice-president 
Maryam Nawaz.

Maryam Nawaz will use the container to reach 
the PDM rally venue at Minar-e-Pakistan. 

Apart from refreshments, the special container 
has a bed, sofa and chairs. 

Cold drinks, fast food, fresh fruits and tea are 
included in the refreshments. The famous 
Khokhar Brothers of Lahore, Afzal Khokhar and 
Saif Khokhar, will also travel in this special con-

Education Desk

QUETTA: Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan on Sunday said the 
recruitment process of 700 
senior science teachers 
(SSTs) was in the final 
stage. The CM took to 
Twitter and said all 700 
SSTs are being recruited 
through the Balochistan 
Public Service Commission 
(BPSC).

Jam Kamal Khan stated 
that the process of recruit-
ment of 1550 teaching and 
1800 non-teaching staff 
was also in the pipeline. He 
said the government of 
Balochistan has upgraded 
53 girls’ primary schools to 
middle level and similarly, 
53 middle schools 
upgraded to high schools.

85 boys primary schools 
upgraded to middle level

He stated that 85 pri-
mary boys schools 
upgraded to middle level 
and 18 schools upgraded to 
high schools in the prov-

ince. The Balochistan gov-
ernment has allocated 
huge amounts for the pro-
motion of the education 
sector in the province.

The process of recruit-
ment of teachers short-
listed by the testing service 
CTSP is also in the final 
stages. The process of 
recruitment of over 9,000 
teaching staff in secondary 
education is also in the 
final phase. The govern-
ment has also announced a 
stipend program for girls 
students across 
Balochistan. All girls stu-
dents studying in govern-
ment-run primary, middle 
and high schools would be 
paid stipend.

The education depart-
ment has almost completed 
the recruitment of over 
6,000 teaches in all 33 dis-
tricts of Balochistan. With 
the appointment of 9,000 
teaches, the education sec-
tor would improve.

No barriers places to stop Lahore rally: 
Firdous Ashiq

News Desk

LAHORE: Special Assistant to Chief Minister of Punjab for Information Dr. Firdous 
Ashiq Awan has said that government has not placed any barriers to stop Lahore rally 
of Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM).

Talking to media persons in Lahore, Firdous Ashiq Awan said that government is 
righting the wrongs including economic crisis, poor law and order situation and 
destruction of institutions by the previous governments.

She, while calling PDM Lahore rally a political circus said it is against the law. 

CM Buzdar 
expresses disap-
pointment over 

opposition’s 
negative politics

Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: Chief Minister 
of Punjab (CM) Sardar 
Usman Buzdar on Sunday 
has expressed disappoint-
ment over negative politics 
of opposition parties. 

In a statement, the CM 
said that 11 parties have 
also made coronavirus 
their companion as they 
are fearlessly holding ral-
lies without taking care of 
the lives of the people. The 
political opponents only 
want to close the files of 
their corruption, he added.

The CM has further 
warned of taking strict 
action against those violat-
ing the law. 

Meanwhile, Special Ass 
istant to Chief Minister of 
Punjab for Information Dr. 
Firdous Ashiq Awan said 
that today is the day to dis-
tinguish between protec-
tors and enemies of the 
country. PDM’s stick-wield 
ing group is fighting agai 
nst the elected government 
of PTI, she stated. The spe-
cial assistant further alleg 
ed opposition parties of 
intentionally putting.
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Syed Muhammad Qaseem 

Any civilized society would 
like to cherish its archaeo-
logical sites as a national 
treasure. Through archeol-
ogy, we are able to know 
about past human living 
standards. Pakistan is rich 
in archaeological treasures 
such as Mehrgarh, Mohenjo-
Daro and Harappa, etc, but 
they are neglected by the 
government. Even, the dis-
covery of  Mehrgarh was 
done by a French archeolo-
gist couple: Jean-Francois 
Jarriage and Catherine 
Jarriage in 1974. Excavation 
work on Mehrgarh was 
from 1974 to 1986 and 
again from 1997 to 2000.

Mehrgarh is a Balochi 
word in which ‘Mehr’ 
means Love and ‘Garh’ 
means heaven, so we can 
say that Mehrgarh means 
‘The heaven for love’. It is 
a 495-acre(2.00 square km) 
archaeological site located 
in the Kacchi plain of 
Balochistan, Pakistan. It is 
located between the pre-
sent cities Quetta, Kalat, 
and Sibi.

Mehrgarh the earliest 
evidence of human civili-
zation: 

Mehrgarh is the earliest 
evidence of human civili-
zation from 7000 BC and 
abandoned in 2500 BC. 
Mehrgarh is stated to be 
the first place in South 
Asia, where the human 
being quit the life of caves 
and started to build 
towns. This is the area, 
where the nomadic life 
turned into communities 
to work together in an 
effective way and culti-

vate foodstuff and make 
their lives easy.

T H E 
A R C H A E O L O G I C A L 
TREASURE OF PAKISTAN

Archaeologists divide 
the occupation of 
Mehrgarh into eight 
phases. The phase one was 
Neolithic (stone age), there 
were no ceramics and no 
pottery. The earliest farm-
ing in that area was 
started by the semi-
nomadic people using 
wheat and barley and the 
animals like cattle sheep 
and goats. They used gra-
naries to store food for 
future use. The houses 
were made of mud. The 
pottery work was started 
in the second phase and 
they used to draw paint-
ings on the pottery. The 
statues found in the buri-
als were decorated with 
beads and other feathers, 
so we can determine that 
they were aware of fash-
ion.

Many things were found 
under the ground such as 
baskets, stone and bone 
tools, beads, bangles, 
pendants, and animal 
sacrifices. Ornaments of 
seashell, limestone and 
sandstone have been 
found. The remains of 
two men from Mehrgarh 
were found and were 
observed that their teeth 
were drilled,  this showed 
that they had knowledge 
of proto-dentistry. There 
were two types of burials 
in the Mehrgarh site. 
There were individual 
burials where a single 
individual was enclosed 
in narrow mud walls and 

collective burials with 
thin mud-brick walls 
within which skeletons of 
six different individuals 
were discovered. The 
bodies in the collective 
burials were kept in a 
flexed position and were 
laid east to west. The 
child’s bones were found 
in large jars.

Oldest Ceramic in South 
Asia: 

The oldest ceramic figu-
rines in South Asia were 
found at Mehrgarh. They 
occur in all phases of the 
settlement and were prev-
alent even before pottery 
appears. The earliest figu-
rines are quite simple and 
do not have complex fea-
tures. However, by 4000 
BC begin to show their 
characteristic hairstyles. 
All the figurines up to 
this phase were female. 
Male figurines appear 
only from phase VII and 
gradually become more 
numerous. Many of the 
female figurines are 
holding babies, and these 
showed the “mother god-
dess”.

Many Textbooks and 
Documentaries have been 
made on Mohenjo-Daro 
and Indus valley civiliza-
tion but Mehrgarh is 
neglected continuously. A 
large number of antiqui-
ties of Mehrgarh, Zhob, 
Loralai, and other archae-
ological sites of 
Balochistan are available 
in the market. There is no 
well-established museum 
in Balochistan and more 
than 16000 archaeological 
materials have been found 
in different sites of this 

province such as from 
Mehrgarh, Nausharo, 
Meer-i-Qalat most of 
these are kept in Karachi.

T H E 
A R C H A E O L O G I C A L 
TREASURE OF PAKISTAN

What government needs 
to do? 

The govt must collect 
these materials because 
these antiquities belong 
to humanity and not to a 
few individuals. The site 
of Mehrgarh is crumbling 
and rain is the main factor 
in it, a wall must be built 
around the site, Direction 
boards be built on the 
way for indication. The 
federal government is 
requested to declare  
Mehrgarh a permanent 
World Heritage site on 
UNESCO’s list. It is the 
oblique duty of the pro-
vincial government that 
makes people aware of 
these sites through mak-
ing documentaries etc 
even the village near 
Mehrgarh is unaware of 
it.

To be very precise, the 
present provincial and 
federal governments 
must allocate substantial 
funds and form a team of 
experts to protect this 
world heritage and 
ancient human civiliza-
tion.

The author is a student of 
Software Engineering at 
Balochistan University of 
Information Technology 
and Management Sciences 
(BUITEMS). He can be con-
tacted at khanqaseem34@
gmaill.com, @
Qaseemk34916424 on 
Twitter

Planet’s future
Christian Turner

WE are at a critical moment 
for the future of our planet. 
Temperatures are rising, 
floodwaters are spreading 
and crops are failing. 
Pakistan remains the fifth 
most vulnerable country in 
the world to climate change 
despite only contributing 
one per cent of global emis-
sions. For Pakistan, climate 
change could be cata-
strophic. It will mean gla-
ciers melting. Pakistan has 
more glacial ice than any 
country in the world outside 
the Polar regions. The gla-
cial outflow from lakes has 
risen five times since 2015 as 
ice melts.

The summer monsoon 
flooding which hit Karachi 
and parts of Sindh was a 
stark reminder of the tragic 
consequences of climate 
change. Temperatures rising 
as a result of climate change 
are having an impact on 
rainfall patterns, making 
some areas drier and some 
wetter. All this in a country 
which is reliant on the Indus 
River Basin for more than 
65pc of its irrigation. It will 
ultimately mean more pres-
sure for water on the very 
poorest in society.

Pledges to protect our 
planet have been made 
across the world, but all of 
us must do much more. Next 
year, the UK will host the 
UN’s climate change confer-
ence, COP26, in Glasgow. 
We will use our co-presi-
dency with Italy to make 
sure the priorities of the 
most vulnerable countries 

are heard and acted on. As 
part of the preparation for 
COP26, Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson co-hosted a 
Climate Ambition Summit 
yesterday to mark the five-
year anniversary of the 
Paris Agreement to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
World leaders at the sum-
mit came forward with 
more ambitious commit-
ments.

Prime Minister Imran 
Khan spoke to those leaders 
to set out Pakistan’s com-
mitment and leadership on 
nature-based solutions. But 
then he went further and 
took the bold step of 
announcing a moratorium 
on new coal power plants. 
This ground-breaking com-
mitment from Pakistan was 
a powerful message to other 
countries. It shows the 
world there does not need 
to be a choice between eco-
nomic growth and protect-
ing the environment for 
future generations.

The cost of renewable 
energy is falling quickly, 
and over its lifetime will be 
cheaper than coal. So 
Pakistan’s ambitious transi-
tion to renewables — 60pc 
by 2030, including hydro-
power — will lead to 
cheaper electricity. A recent 
World Bank report showed 
that the rapid adoption of 
renewable energy in 
Pakistan would lower costs, 
improve energy security 
and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. This should help 
Pakistan save up to $5 bil-
lion over the next 20 years.

The UK is leading the 

fight against climate 
change. We were the first 
country to enshrine in law a 
commitment to bring all 
greenhouse gas emissions 
to net zero by 2050. The UK 
also has ambitious renewa-
bles targets, and a commit-
ment to cut emissions at the 
fastest rate of any major 
economy so far. Last month, 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson committed us to a 
new green industrial revo-
lution, which will support 
up to 250,000 British jobs by 
2030. The plan has the 
potential to deliver over £40 
billion of private invest-
ment in the next 10 years, 
helping us develop innova-
tive technologies and make 
strides in cutting emissions 
across energy, transport 
and buildings. It also cre-
ates a roadmap of further 
steps the UK will be taking 
to reduce emissions in the 
coming decades, encourag-
ing businesses, organisa-
tions and nations around 
the world to do the same. At 
the same time, the UK has 
committed to end direct aid 
for overseas fossil fuel pro-
jects.

Last week, Pakistan joined 
the first meeting of the 
Energy Transition Council, 
chaired by the UK COP26 
president Alok Sharma and 
the UN. The council will 
help ensure countries like 
Pakistan access investment 
and scale up renewable 
energy. As part of this, the 
UK has committed over 
£11.6bn in international cli-
mate finance over the next 
five years, and will invest 

£13 million in Pakistan this 
year on tackling climate 
change. This includes sup-
porting local communities 
adapt to climate change, 
improving resilience 
through emergency disaster 
planning, and helping to 
increase renewable energy 
usage and improving 
energy efficiency.

In October, when I visited 
the northern areas of 
Pakistan, I was left awe-
struck by the beauty of the 
area. I saw for myself the 
devastating impact of cli-
mate change on fragile and 
remote communities, and 
how UK aid is working in 
partnership with local 
agencies to make communi-
ties more resilient. Pakistan 
has one of the world’s most 
beautiful landscapes. The 
potential for global tourism 
is immense. I want people 
to experience Pakistan’s 
beauty for themselves. The 
important arrival of Virgin 
Atlantic this week is yet 
another step to help open up 
the country to more visitors. 
The UK and Pakistan — 
with our historic ties and 
close international friend-
ship — are natural partners 
to secure a lower carbon 
future for the world.

This world is a gift to us 
all. Protecting it is all our 
responsibility. Our future 
generations are depending 
on all of us to get this right. 
There isn’t a plan B.

The writer is the British 
High Commissioner to 
Pakistan.

Courtesy Dawn

Biden needs more progressives
Bariza Umar

President-elect Joe Biden 
and VP-elect Kamala Harris 
are certainly a historic ticket

Americans have squarely 
chosen a new administra-
tion, through popular vote 
and electoral college, even 
flipping some states over to 
the Democrats. The current 
administration has still not 
conceded defeat, and despite 
the latest Supreme Court 
dismissal of election-related 
cases, President Trump may 
not give up on his claims of 
the elections having “stolen” 
him of another term. There 
is, however, no doubt he will 
be leaving the White House 
on January 20. Yet the 
indulging of conspiracy the-
ories and coverage of accu-
sations of voter fraud is 
more than a sign of losers 
crying foul.

It’s a distraction on part of 
the centre and centre left, 
avoiding conversations 
about what the new admin-
istration needs to do, how, 
and with whom.

President-elect Joe Biden 
and VP-elect Kamala Harris 
are certainly a historic 
ticket. However, identity 
politics cannot, and should 
not, take the place of real 

reform. This election was 
not a wholesale endorse-
ment of this ticket, which 
again represents the status 
quo, as much as it was a 
rebuttal of the current 
administration. If the 
Democratic Party does not 
recognise this and its impli-
cations, they will lose the 
next election.

There has been conversa-
tion in mainstream media of 
how progressives are the 
reason Biden didn’t show a 
more resounding victory. 
This is a fallacy. The four 
progressives elected in the 
last midterm elections, 
known as “the squad”, all 
won their re-elections. They 
have doubled their number 
in Congress and every can-
didate they supported won 
their campaigns. This was 
despite the DNC actively 
suppressing progressive 
candidates in some places 
believing, as they did with 
Bernie Sanders, that the cen-
tre is more electable and less 
dangerous to their own spe-
cial interests. For instance, 
backing Amy McGrath so 
wholeheartedly, and expen-
sively, in Kentucky, rather 
than the more charismatic 
and progressive Charles 
Booker, is indicative of the 

latent racism and elitism 
within the Democratic 
Party, as well as flawed con-
ceptions of what the “other 
side” wants. This must be 
recognised for what it is and 
exorcised.

The composition of the 
team Biden has picked is 
disappointing. The US will, 
for the first time, have a 
black woman as VP, but 
Harris is also California’s 
former attorney-general 
who has done her part in the 
incarceration and criminali-
sation of black and brown 
people. Biden’s choice of an 
Indian-American woman, 
Neera Tanden, to head the 
Office of Management and 
Budget is also historic. But 
Tanden, a Clinton loyalist, is 
known for her anti-union 
and anti-progressive views. 
Biden’s choice of Steve 
Ricchetti, a former lobbyist, 
as a senior White House 
official, has caused similar 
consternation amongst pro-
gressives.

Historic picks are good, 
but they need to be substan-
tive as well, working with 
civil rights activists and 
progressives. Biden needs to 
balance the entrenchment of 
status quo nominees in his 
administration by offering 

significant positions to 
Sanders (perhaps labor sec-
retary) and Elizabeth 
Warren.

Another black man was 
just killed by a law enforce-
ment officer while carrying 
home sandwiches from 
Subway. The US is still par-
ticipating in, or supporting, 
global wars and despotism 
that are exacerbating a refu-
gee crisis, while limiting 
entrance to refugees they 
help create. Covid-19 and 
climate change are on the 
top of the list, as is reassess-
ing the southern border. 
However, the new adminis-
tration cannot just nod left, 
while dining with pharma-
ceutical and insurance com-
panies, Wall Street and the 
defense industry. It has to 
seriously consider Medicare 
for all, debt forgiveness for 
ordinary citizens instead of 
the already rich, systemic 
racism, and endless wars. 
Americans made it clear 
they no longer want the sta-
tus quo in 2016. They are 
now hoping the Democrats 
can deliver on that.

Like Opinion & Editorial 
on Facebook, follow @
ETOpEd on Twitter to 
receive all updates on all our 
daily pieces.

Mehrgarh: The Archaeological Treasure of Pakistan

The figure is shocking: 40% of chil-
dren do not go to school in Balochistan. 
This means 40% of the children will 
grow up without getting an education 
in the province. Balochistan has 
already been lagging behind other 
provinces in terms of key social indi-
cators. Education is one of them. Until 
the provincial government, political 
parties, civil society, media, and non-
governmental organizations join their 
hands, this alarming figure will 
remain true.
The number of out of school children 
in the province is 11,58, 291, statistics 
of Balochistan education department 
obtained by this daily reveals. The 
data confirms 60% of children’s’ 
enrollment in schools.
Although, the provincial government 
allocated substantial funds for the 
development of education during the 
financial year 2020-21. Nonetheless, 
government-run schools paint a bleak 
picture across the province.
The department has recruited over 
9,000 teachers shortlisted by a testing 
service CTSP to improve the quality 
of education and overcome the issue 
of the shortage of teachers in the prov-
ince.
531, 371 students have been studying 
in private schools
The data further mentioned that 531, 
371 students have been studying in 
private schools across the province. 
Similarly, the number of students 
studying in Madaris (religious 
schools) is 103,305.
“We have recruited teachers on the 
basis of merit” Sardar Yar Muhammad 
Rind, the Balochistan education min-
ister said. He said the present govern-
ment has decided to improve the 
quality of education and bring out of 
school children to schools across the 
province.
The education department has repeat-
edly revealed that the number of 
ghosts and non-functional schools 
across Balochistan is over 3,200. The 
number of schools across Balochistan 
is 14,979 as per the data of the depart-
ment. The Balochistan government 
has declared education as compul-
sory and free for children. The gov-
ernment has also declared the imple-
mentation of Article  25-A of the con-
stitution to ensure the provision of 
education to children of the province.
For the provincial government, action 
must match their words when it comes 
to the implementation of their 
announcements. The education 
budget needs to be increased and 
newly recruited teachers should be 
preferably posted in non-functional 
schools to make them functional.
A comprehensive strategy should be 
evolved to enroll all out of school chil-
dren in schools to make them better 
citizens. Only then, they can serve the 
country and nation.

Out of School 
Children in 
Balochistan
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Families of 3 men arrested 
in Delhi hold demo at BJP 

rally in IIOJK
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, family members 
of the three Kashmiris who 
were arrested by the 
Special Cell of Delhi Police 
a few days ago in a false 
case, held a protest demon-
stration at BJP’s public 
rally in Budgam urging the 
authorities to release their 
innocent kin.

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the BJP 
General Secretary, Tarun 
Chugh and party’s spokes-
man, Shahnawaz Hussain 
were also present when the 
families appeared in the 
rally. The family members, 
mostly women, assembled 
at the rally and raised slo-
gans – “we want justice”, 
“our sons are innocents”- 
seeking the release of the 

trio. “The Delhi Police can 
verify the records of all the 
three persons through the 
police and other govern-
ment agencies. They are 
not involved in any illegal 
activities,” they said in 
front of BJP’s top leader-
ship. They said the Delhi 
Police Special Cell has 
implicated them in a false 
case without justifying 
their involvement in any 
illegal activity.

The protesting family 
members said, they want 
the higher-ups to intervene 
in the matter to secure the 
release of their kin.

Shabbir Ahmed Gojri, 
Reyaz Ahmed Rather, and 
Muhammad Ayub Pathan, 
all residents of Budgam 
district of the territory 
were arrested on December 
7, along with two Sikhs in 
New Delhi. 

Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Former 
President Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ICCI) Shahid 
Rasheed Butt has said that 
the World Bank has fore-
casted a 20 percent drop in 
remittances due to coronavi-
rus and lockdowns but over-
seas Pakistanis have 
increased remittances by 27 
percent beating the estimate. 

In a statement issued here 
on Sunday, he said that over-
seas Pakistanis can change 
the fate of the country, 
strengthening currency, 
reducing budget deficit and 
reducing unemployment if 
security of their hard-
earned money is ensured, he 
said. 

Shahid Rasheed Butt said 
that the Pakistanis have 
proved the estimate of the 
World Bank wrong as they 

have increased remittances 
by 27 percent from July to 
November and the trend 
will continue during the 
rest of the current fiscal 
year. 

Emigrants are sending 
more money to their fami-
lies due to inflation and 
unemployment in Pakistan, 
shrinking informal chan-
nels and the construction 
package which has trig-
gered some economic activ-

ity, he added.
The business leader said 

that our exports have stag-
nated and imports are con-
sistently moving up while 
remittances have filled the 
gap for which overseas 
Pakistanis deserve a tap on 
the back. 

The remittances could be 
encouraged through con-
trolling builders and devel-
opers mafia, tackling land 
grabbing which has become 

a lucrative business across 
Pakistan and establishing 
courts that can provide 
speedy justice in property 
related disputes, he added. 

Shahid Rasheed said, if 
encouraged, expatriates can 
send additional billions of 
dollars to give an unprece-
dented boost to the con-
struction sector which will 
generate billion in revenue 
for the government and 
reduce unemployment.

Canada-based Pakistani 
doctor introduces instant 

COVID-19 test via 
smartphone

News Desk/INP NEWS

TORONTO: In a landmark achievement, Toronto-based 
Pakistani Doctor Naqeeb Khalid has introduced an 
instant COVID-19 diagnostic test using a smartphone.

High Commissioner for Pakistan to Canada Raza 
Bashir Tarar has congratulated Dr. Naqeeb Khalid, who 
led the development of a smartphone-based diagnostic 
test for COVID-19.

The high commissioner in a video conversation with 
Dr. Naqeeb Khalid said the idea of a Covid test being dis-
played and communicated by the smartphone is lauda-
ble. He hoped such a quick, hassle-free, accessible and 
affordable invention would be of immense help to the 
humanity in overcoming the current pandemic and 
fighting viruses causing tropical diseases such as den-
gue. Raza Bashir Tarar hoped that clinical trials of the 
innovation would prove its efficacy for the COVID-19 test 
and pave the way for necessary approvals before put to 
use at the mass level.

Dr Naqeeb Khalid who graduated from King Edward 
Medical University in 1983 before acquiring experience 
in invention of medical devices and systems, told the 
High Commissioner that his innovation is based on a 
digital platform that displays the result instantly on any 
smartphone and can also communicate or store the 
results along with time and GPS information.

A smartphone App will be available for download 
from the AppStore.

He said instant, accurate and low-cost testing that 
does not rely on laboratory testing is essential in contain-
ing the pandemic and together with vaccines, we can 
control the COVID-19 outbreak and return our lives and 
economies to normal. 

WB’s forecast about remittances 
proved wrong by Pak 

expatriates: Shahid Rasheed
Says remittances didn’t declined but increased by 27 

pc, overseas Pakistanis can change country’s fate

Monitoring Desk

KUNMING, China: Dec.13 (INP): China-South Asia 
on-line Expo held this year, that enabled 181 Pakistani 
exhibitors to start their online business, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Sunday.

According to the report, on December 12th, the 
Everlasting China-South Asia Online Expo 2020 
kicked off. This year, free online booths were provided 
to all exhibitors.

Without the limitation of space, the display of com-
modities this year becomes more varied. There are 
also exhibitors displaying fresh seafood products, 
which were never seen on the offline expo before. 

Online expo has more potential. In the offline exhi-
bition he can not display all of his products, while the 
online expo gives him opportunities to show more,” 
said Farooq Ahmed, a Pakistani exhibitor of a clothes 
company. 

Pakistan’s Commercial Consuler in Beijing was 
making efforts to inviting more Pakistani exhibitors to 
participate.” Farooq said in an interview with Gwadar 
Pro.

The official website of the online expo shows that 
181 Pakistani online exhibitors participate in the 
online expo. Among them, there are a lot of Pakistani 
food companies, which were uncommon in the 
Kunming expo before.

Farooq hoped that the organizers will help the 
exhibitors to open the online business in China after 
the expo.

“Cooperating with JD.com, we have developed a 
digital platform for this online expo with the func-
tions of exhibiting, negotiating and trading,” said 
Zhao Ruijun, head of the Department of Commerce of 
Yunnan Province. 

“After the expo, the platform will keep providing 
online services for the exhibitors, “ he added.

Meanwhile, according to another Gwadar Pro’s 
report one ton of Chili seeds sent to Lahore, Pak-China 
Chili cooperation formally kicked off this winter. 

“Chilies are very important in Sichuan cuisine and 
hotpot.” said Mahmood Akhtar, deputy consul gen-
eral of Pakistan in Chengdu.

“Pakistan’s temperature and soil conditions are very 
suitable for good quality food. Chili cooperation is 
specifically suitable for Sichuan and Pakistan. 

According to Mahmood Akhtar, people were plan-
ning to introduce and grow chilies this year in 
Pakistan and then export to China. ”

?The results of our experiment in growing chilies in 
Lahore and Karachi last year were very successful, 
and the product quality was not much different from 
that in China,” said Chen Li, chairman of Sichuan 
Litong Food. 

“This month we just shipped a ton of chili seeds to 
Lahore, and more than 3,000 mu of land will be culti-
vated for chili.”

“This project is our cooperation with CMEC and a 
Pakistani agricultural company Fetima. We provide 
seeds and send technicians to Pakistan to train Fetima 
staff with planting technology. 

After the chilies are ripe, they are naturally dried 
and then shipped back to China for further process-
ing. Chen Li told Gwadar Pro that in addition to bring 
economic benefits, this project will also boost local 
employment. “In August next year, we will start plant-
ing in Karach, she said.

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The 
United Group of 
Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Industry (ICCI) on 
Sunday said the 
Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) is 
promoting illegal com-
mercial activities in 
the federal capital 
which is hitting the 
business community. 

“CDA is discourag-
ing commercial activi-
ties in residential areas 
which is a very lauda-
ble step but on the 
other hand illegal 
commercial activities 
are being promoted in 
commercial centres,” 
said Shahid Zaman 
Shinwari, central 
leader of the United 
Group.

He said that many 
people have closed 
their businesses like 
workshops, schools, 
salons, and boutiques 

etc. as commercial out-
lets cannot be estab-
lished in residential 
areas, and commercial 
activity should be lim-
ited to marketplaces.

However, those who 
have closed their busi-
nesses in the residen-
tial areas could not 
find a place for office in 
commercial plazas 
which have been occu-
pied illegally by shops. 

Shinwari said that 
according to the CDA 
rules and regulations 
shops can be in the 
basement and on the 
ground floor but 
majority of the com-
mercial plazas have 
shops on first and sec-
ond floors depriving 
those of their rights 
who want to set up 
offices there.

He said that CDA 
should ensure imple-
mentation of its 
bylaws without fear 
or favour to stream-
line things and allow 

business to flourish to 
play their role in the 
national develop-
ment. 

CDA can consider 
amending its building 
bylaws in consulta-
tion with public rep-
resentatives, develop-
ers, builders and 
other stakeholders 
which can give a boost 
to the construction 
activities as existing 
bylaws were not con-
ducive for the con-
struction industry 
which can revive the 
limping economy.

ending its building 
bylaws in consulta-
tion with public rep-
resentatives, develop-
ers, builders and 
other stakeholders 
which can give a boost 
to the construction 
activities as existing 
bylaws were not con-
ducive for the con-
struction industry 
which can revive the 
limping economy.

China-SA on-line Expo 
held, enabling181 Pakistani 

exhibitors start business

Insurance sector plays key 
role in national 

development: DG FIO
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Director General Federal Insurance 
Ombudsman (FIO), Mubashir Naeem Siddiqui has said 
that the insurance sector plays a very important part in 
the national development however the pandemic has 
increased its importance manifold. 

“Despite the importance of insurance its share in the 
GDP is low which can be increased through efforts in 
the right direction,” he said. 

Talking to Dr. Murtaza Mughal, President of 
Pakistan Economy Watch and former Chairman FPCCI 
Central Insurance Committee on Insurance on Sunday, 
Mubashir Naeem Siddiqui said that the Insurance 
Ombudsman is providing valuable services to the soci-
ety and protecting the rights of policyholders which 
will help improve this sector. 

He noted awareness is being created among the 
masses and disputes are being resolved amicable 
which is benefitting all the stakeholders. 

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Murtaza Mughal said 
that the second wave of corona virus has frightened the 
world as not a single country is insulated from the pan-
demic. 

He said that pandemic has inflicted a loss of almost 
12 trillion dollars to the global GDP while annual 
losses in Pakistan have been estimated at Rs2.5 trillion 
and the losses will continue in 2021.

Insurance companies all over the world are trying to 
face the challenges of pandemic by introducing new 
products but Pakistani insurance sector is far behind 
in this race, Dr. Murtaza Mughal observed. 

The Local insurance companies should provide maxi-
mum relief to the virus-hit people and businesses 
which is also good for their businesses, he demanded.

CDA via unlawful 
commercial activities 
damaging businesses: 

Shahid Zaman

Rich tributes 
paid to Sufi 

Akbar, 
Shams-ul-

Haq 
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, Hurriyat leaders 
and organizations have 
paid rich tributes to Mahaz-
e-Azadi founder, Sufi 
Mohammad Akbar and 
renowned Islamic scholar 
Shams-ul-Haq on their mar-
tyrdom anniversaries.

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, senior 
Hurriyat leader Ghulam 
Mohammad Khan Sopori in 
a statement issued in 
Srinagar said, the living 
nations do not forget their 
brave hearts in any way who 
sacrificed their lives for the 
Kashmir cause.  He said, the 
best way to pay tribute to the 
martyrs is to remember their 
mission and renew the 
pledge that the struggle to 
achieve the goal will be con-
tinued at all costs. 

He added that Shaheed 
Shams-ul-Haq was an edu-
cated person and a shining 
star of Kashmir associated 
with the Islamic movement, 
who was blessed by Allah 
Almighty with his grace 
both in terms of character.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Fog has engulfed the plains of Punjab, 
Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces as the mer-
cury dropped to chilly weather in most parts of the 
country on Sunday.

Swat Expressway has been closed from Chakdarra to 
Swat Toll Plaza and Motorway M-I was closed from 
Rashkai to Swabi due to poor visibility.

The fog has engulfed Punjab’s plains from Lahore to 
Ahmedpur East including Pindi Bhattian, Sangla Hill, 
Faislabad, Pensara, Pattoki, Okara, Lodharan, 
Bahawalpur and Rahim Yar Khan.

Several sections of the motorway’s M-II, M-III and 
M-V sections have been closed due to poor visibility 
caused by prevailance of thick fog. Motorway M-II has 
been closed from Kot Momin to Lahore for vehicular 
traffic, M-III section closed from Faizpur to Darkhana 
Interchange and M-IV from Pindi Bhattian to 
Faisalabad.

The motorway police have also warned drivers to 
observe caution in view of poor visibility.

In Sindh foggy morning prevails in Sukkur and 
Shaheed Benazirabad divisions, while motorway M-V 
has been closed from Sukkur to Rahim Yar Khan.

Minimum temperature has also dropped in the port 
city of Karachi between 12–14 ºCelsius on Sunday, 
which will likely to further drop between 10–12 
ºCelsius on Monday, according to a weather report of 
Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD).

Fog engulfs plains of 
Punjab, Sindh, KP, causes 

poor visibility
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Pakistan to remove hitches 
in quick completion of 

CPEC projects

UN 
highlights 
Pakistan 

peacekeepers 
role in CAR

Monitoring Desk

UNITED NATIONS: The 
United Nations peace-
keeping mission has 
posted a picture on twit-
ter of the Pakistani 
troops helping maintain 
peace in the Central 
African Republic (CAR).
Pakistani soldiers taking 
part in United Nations 
Multidimensional Integ 
rated Stabilization Missi 
on in the Central African 
Republic were photograp 
hed patrolling the mar-
ket town of Kaga-Band 
oro ahead of elections.
According to the UN 
tweet, the Pakistani 
army troops were deplo 
yed in Kaga-Bandoro 
and its surroundings, in 
order to ensure a secure 
environment and reas-
sure the population, 
especially during this 
pre-election period.
The election campaign in 
the Central African 
Republic started on 
Sunday.

Monitoring Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
vowed to remove hitches in 
quick completion of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) projects, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Sunday.

According to Minister for 
Planning Development and 
Special Initiatives Asad Umar, 
Pakistan and China would 
work together to take the mega 
CPEC project to new heights.

Asad Umar said he would 
personally hold four meetings 
in the next two weeks to address 
all outstanding issues of CPEC 
projects. “The great nations of 
Pakistan and China will work 
together to strengthen CPEC to 
take it to a higher level for 
mutual prosperity of both 
nations”, he said in a tweet.

The minister had held a 
meeting on Thursday with all 

the companies working on coal 
to gas and coal to liquid pro-
jects. During the meeting, Asad 
Umar said induction of this 
new technology will unlock 
vast local energy reserves and 
go a long way in enhancing 
energy security of Pakistan and 
for this purpose a policy frame-
work was being developed.

Earlier on Saturday, the 
Embassy of China in Pakistan 
said the Chinese companies 
were committed to the new 
phase of CPEC cooperation 
under guidance of two govern-
ments.

In a message on its official 
twitter account, the embassy 
appreciated Asad Umar and 
Chairman CPEC Authority 
Asim Saleem Bajwa for meeting 
with representatives from 
CPEC projects to discuss ways 
forward. Several Chinese com-
panies have been complaining 

about bureaucratic hurdles in 
smooth working on the CPEC 
projects. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan recently ordered to settle 
the issues and expedite work on 
the CPEC-related projects. He 
especially directed to facilitate 
the working on the CPEC pro-
jects in the Balochistan prov-
ince.

Meanwhile, Pakistan Defence 
Minister Pervez Khattak-led 
steering committee to oversee 
CPEC-related projects in the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhaw province 
will hold its maiden meeting on 
Monday (December 14) to expe-
dite the work on the CPEC ven-
tures.

The steering committee will 
take up the Chashma Right 
Bank Canal project in its first 
meeting, an official statement 
said. 

The establishment of the 
Steering Committee was agreed 

at a recent meeting between 
Speaker National Assembly 
and Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhaw Mehmood Khan 
after they felt the CPEC projects 
were moving ahead at a slow 
pace due to procedural and 
coordination flaws.

Speaker National Assembly 
Asad Qaiser had approved 
establishment of a steering 
committee under the chair-
manship of Federal Minister for 
Defence Pervez Khattak to 
oversee the CPEC related pro-
jects in Khyber Pakhtunkhaw.

The steering committee 
would oversee and resolve the 
issues related to Chasma Right 
Bank Canal Project, Peshawar-
Dera Ismail Khan Motorway 
and Chakdara Chitral Road 
(Dir Motorway). 

The committee has also been 
mandated to oversee the expe-
ditious execution of the CPEC 

72 more 
Pakistanis 

die of 
coronavirus, 

3,369 
infections 
recorded

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: As the sec-
ond wave of coronavirus 
spread its tentacles across 
Pakistan, the death toll 
from the deadly infection 
has neared 9,000 while the 
total number of cases is also 
close to half a million on 
Sunday.

The country reported 72 
deaths in the last 24 hours 
(Saturday) by the novel cor-
onavirus as the number of 
positive cases climbed up to 
438,425. The nationwide 
tally of fatalities has jumped 
to 8,796.

The latest data issued by 
the National Command 
and Operation Centre 
(NCOC) on Sunday morn-
ing showed that 3,369 per-
sons tested positive for the 
Covid-19 in the past 24 
hours.

Sindh remained the 
worst-hit province by the 
pandemic in terms of cases 
followed by Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and 
Islamabad. Punjab has 
overtaken Sindh in most 
number of casualties.

Till now 194,359 corona-
virus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 127,212 in 
Punjab, 52,092 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 34,579 in 
Islamabad, 17,737 in 
Balochistan, 7,663 in Azad 
Kashmir and 4,783 in Gilgit-
Baltistan.

Furthermore, 3,351 indi-
viduals have lost their lives 
to the pandemic in Punjab 
3,149 in Sindh, 1,463 in KP, 
368 in Islamabad, 191 in 
Azad Kashmir, 175 in 
Balochistan, and 99 in GB.

Pakistan has so far con-
ducted 6,032,390 coronavi-
rus tests and 42,222 in the 
last 24 hours. As many as 
383,000 coronavirus 
patients have recovered in 
the country whereas 2,471 
patients are in critical con-
dition. The number of total 
active coronavirus cases in 
Pakistan were 46,629 on 
Sunday.

All politicians including 
Musharraf should be held 

accountable: Mengal

Monitoring Desk/INP 
NEWS

LAHORE, Dec 13 (INP): 
Balochistan National 
Party chief Akhtar Mengal 
has demanded that all pol-
iticians including 
Musharraf should be held 
accountable for the 
supremacy of the constitu-
tion.

Addressing the PDM 
rally at Minar-e-Pakistan, 
he said that the govern-
ment will not be allowed 
to tamper with the 18th 
amendment. In seventy 
years, the people of 
Balochistan have never 
seen a day in peace. Our 
villages were deserted 
and children were massa-
cred in front of our moth-
ers.

Akhtar Mengal said 
that the rulers call our ral-
lies small gatherings, 
these are not rallies but 
funeral prayers of undem-
ocratic forces.

He said that Gwadar 
was being divided like 
East Germany by erecting 
a fence. We do not want 
development that threat-
ens our very existence.

He said island buyers in 
Australia and Dubai 
should also be held 
accountable. If the prov-
inces were independent, 
Bangladesh would not 
have existed. If the consti-

tution was superior, the 
constitution would not 
have been violated. If the 
rule of law had prevailed, 
the generals would not 
have ruled for 31 years.

The PPP chairman said 
that all the Opposition 
parties have put aside 
their political differences 
and are standing together 
on the platform of PDM.

He said this was done 
“so we can restore your 
rightfully chosen leaders”.

“This isn’t a fight for 
rule. This is a war to 
deliver roti kapra and 
makaan (food, clothing 
and shelter). This is a war 
for the youth, for the 
labourers and for all of 
you.”

“We have sacrificed our 
lives for this democracy. 
And we will defend this 
democracy and your votes 
with our blood,” Bilawal 
added.

“Now the selectors must 
hear us: You will have to 
accept the people’s voice 
and decision. There is no 
other way. The time for 
dialogue is over.

“Now there will be a 
long march! Islamabad we 
are coming! When we 
reach Islamabad, we will 
snatch the undeserving 
prime minister’s resigna-
tion. We are united and we 
will chase out the pup-
pet,” he declared.

“If PDM fills 50,000 chairs 
in today’s rally I will quit 
politics”: Fayyaz Chohan

QUETTA: A roadside vendor displaying Vaseline to attract the customers for his livelihood support of his 
family . QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

Govt’s policies have 
failed: Sherpao

News Desk

LAHORE: Qaumi Watan 
Party Chairman Aftab 
Sherpao addressing the 
gathering, said the plat-
form is of the view that 
domestic and foreign poli-
cies have failed.

“All institutions have 
become paralysed. We do 
not accept the inflation 
and unemployment and 
the country’s economic 
policies,” he said, adding 

that Pakistan ranks 
among the countries with 
the highest inflation in the 
region.

He lamented the poor 
clamouring for sugar and 
wheat.

“Imran Niazi blames 
the ‘mafia’ for the infla-
tion, but it is you that 
[helped] the mafia,” he 
said. “Imran Niazi blames 
the ‘mafia’ for the infla-
tion, but it is you that 
[helped] the mafia,”.

Mask designing: 
BUITEMS got 3rd position 

in Pakistan
Education Desk 

QUETTA: The Balochistan 
University of Information 
Technology and Management 
Sciences (BUITEMS) got 3rd posi-
tion in a face-mask designing com-
petition across Pakistan. The 
European Union (EU) Pakistan had 
invited students of designing 
departments studying in universi-
ties to submit their ideas, Syed 
Kamran Sami, the Dean of Fashion 
Textile Design Faculty told Quetta 
Voice. “Our university also submit-
ted ideas”, he said.

BUITEMS student Muhammad 
Usman who had designed the face-
mask got the third position in the 
competition. Like Usman, other stu-
dents had also presented their ideas 
in terms of designing face-masks.

COVID19 has claimed precious 
human lives across the globe

The competition was aimed at 
better designing the face-mask to 
battle the COVID19.  The virus has 
claimed precious human lives 
across the globe. Students of the 
Fashion Textile Design BUITEMS 
had also submitted their ideas dur-
ing the competition held in August 
this year.

Almost 75 designing institutes 

across the country had participated 
in the competition. Two designs of 
the BUITEMS shortlisted for the 
competition, Syed Kamran Sami 
mentioned. BUITEMS recently 
declared one of the top 600 universi-
ties of Asia. The university estab-
lished in 2002 has made positive 
strides towards the promotion of 
education in Balochistan. Over 
11,000 male and female students 
have been studying in BUITEMS.

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Ruling party leader Fayyaz Ul Hassan Chohan 
has challenged the opposition alliance to place 50,000 
chairs at the Minar-e-Pakistan.

In his video statement, the provincial minister for col-
onies and prisons, said that holding of the rally despite 
the second wave of coronavirus and threat issued by 
necta of possible terrorist activity, is tantamount to risk-
ing the lives of people in danger.

Challenging the opposition parties, he said that if the 
opposition parties filled 50000 chairs at the rally venue 
then he will quit the politics.

He said that the opposition parties should end their 
drama and present themselves for the accountability for 
the corruption they conducted in their rule.

The Minister said that the PDM has not shaped even 
the one-fifth part of the Minar-e-Pakistan for conducting 
the rally adding that they have placed chairs at a dis-
tance of 10 fit and it can not be sum up to more than 7 
thousands.

He said that the PDM leadership is claiming participa-
tion of activists from all over the country despite that 
which sort of revolution they wanted to bring in with the 
seven thousands chairs.

Fayyaz Chohan said that the opposition parties should 
feel shame over placing seven thousand chairs in the 
rally venue adding that the number of chairs in the rally 
has already endorsed failure of the PDM rally.

Country suffering because 
of fake, incompetent govt: 

Bilawal
INP NEWS

LAHORE: The PPP Chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
has said that the country is suffering because of the fake, 
incompetent and illegitimate government.

Addressing the PDM rally at Minar-e-Pakistan, he 
said that recalled that his grandfather Zulfiqar Ali 
Bhutto had founded the party in Punjab. PPP workers in 
Lahore, Bilawal said, went through torture but contin-
ued to support democracy.

“Punjab’s pag (turban) is on the head of the puppet of 
a puppet. Is this acceptable to Punjab?” he asked, adding 
that he neither accepted the prime minister nor his chief 
minister. He insisted that the PDM’s “war is not for 
power but for the rights” of the people.

The PPP chief said that non-democratic forces termed 
as the establishment, which he refers to as the selectors, 
“have been conspiring against you (public) and have 
been forming governments of their choice”. He said that 
the incumbent government was brought to power 
“through the umpire’s signal”.

“Selectors, listen clearly, you will have to listen to the 
public’s voice, you will have to accept their decision [...] 
the time for dialogue is gone, now there will be a long 
march,” said a charged Bilawal.

“Stop making phone calls, stop trying to establish con-
tacts. No differences can be created between us, we will 
reach Islamabad and chase your puppet out. Once he is 
gone, then there can be dialogue,” said Bilawal.

He said that PDM is reaching out to every town and 
village. “Things are in a dismal state with today’s incom-
petent, illegal and unqualified government. People have 
nothing but curses in their hearts and on their lips.”

The PPP Chairman said that these “fools have no clue 
or wisdom about history”, adding: “When have we ever 
feared dictators? We have burned all our boats.”

He said that when the people band together in a show 
of force like today “chains of oppression are broken”. 
“Your victory is near,” he said, to a roaring crowd.

“InshaAllah this puppet government will be sent 
home.”

He said that although students, traders, doctors, and 
shopkeepers are all in deep distress, the future of 
Pakistan is bright. “The government cannot feel the pain 
of the people because they did not come through your 
vote. This is not the choice of the people.”

Bilawal said that the “biggest joke” was being pulled 
with Punjab, where the “fake government” has no con-
cern for the people’s rights. “In the city of lights there is 
nothing but darkness,” he added.

The PPP chairman said that PDM stands by the people 
of Lahore.

He said that it is the platform’s demand to free 
Opposition Leader Shahbaz Sharif and PPP’s Khurshid 
Shah.

Bilawal said that when students demand their rights 
through student unions, there is “police gardi”, when 
doctors and nurses ask for their rights, force is used 
against them and when farmers ask for their rights, they 
are “martyred”.

“But the night of the oppression is about to end,” he 
said.

Technical skills as per 
market need can help 

youth to get reputable job: 
CEO KHM

INP NEWS

RAWALPINDI: By equipping them with a variety of 
advanced and perfect technical skills related to mod-
ern technologies as per the requirement of the global 
market, our youth can not only get self-respecting, rea-
sonable and reliable employment but in addition to 
produce valuable foreign exchange, they can also lead 
to earning a good name for the country.

Chief Executive Officer, Knight Human 
Management (KHM) and Shalaan Pakistan, Khalid 
Nawaz stated this while addressing the launching 
ceremony of training courses in film making and 
editing in connection with practical steps to develop 
technical skills to help the Prime Minister’s employ-
ment programme. KHM is an organization that pro-
tects the rights and employment of overseas 
Pakistanis. 

Khalid Nawaz said highly skilled manpower in 
film making and editing is in great demand both at 
home and abroad and these training courses would 
help to lessen un-employment from the country as 
desired by the present government.  “These train-
ing courses offered at the School of Art and Design 
KHM include skills in making videos for commer-
cials, music videos, corporate training videos, fea-
ture films, news footage and other television pro-
grammes and enabling them to be broadcast with 
high quality.”, he added.  

He told that no Pakistani university or institute is 
providing the required training facilities in the 
field of film making and editing and even those 
universities that are offering these training courses 
are sans practical work and thus remains incom-
plete.  During these training courses, students will 
be given theory as well as practical training and 
after passing out these video editors use creative 
and technical skills to assemble recorded raw mate-
rial into a finished product, suitable for broadcast-
ing at any level. 

The CEO KHM and Shalaan Pakistan told inaugu-
ral class students that as a film/video editor, they 
would manage material such as camera footage, 
dialogue, sound effects, graphics and special effects 
to produce a final film or video product.  “This is a 
key role in the post-production process and your 
skills can determine the quality and delivery of the 
finished result. “, he mentioned stating more the 
digital technology, specialist computer software 
and high-quality digitization of sound and pictures 
have effectively replaced the traditional manual 
method of cutting film. 

China-led CA5 countries declare 
support to Afghan peace process: 

Spokesperson
News Desk/INP 
NEWS

BEIJING: Participants 
of virtual China-
Afghanistan-Central 
Asian Countries (CA5) 
Vice Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting called on the 
international commu-
nity to support the 
Afghan peace and rec-
onciliation process, 
step up counter-terror-
ism cooperation and 
create an enabling envi-
ronment for relevant 
cooperation.

The meeting on Trade 
and Connectivity on 
December 9 was suc-
cessfully held, said here 
by Hua Chunying, 
spokesperson of the 
Chinese Foreign 
Ministry at a press con-
ference.

According the 
spokesperson, all sides 
had an in-depth 
exchange of views on 
regional cooperation 
and reached positive 
consensus with good 
effects.

Vice Foreign Minister 
Luo Zhaohui chaired 
the meeting and put for-
ward four proposals for 
cooperation: deepening 
the cooperation on 
global COVID-19 
response, expanding 
economic and trade 
cooperation, advancing 
connectivity, and deep-
ening cooperation on 
the counter-terrorism 
and security fronts. 

Afghanistan and 
CA5 all spoke highly of 
China’s proposals and 
success in hosting the 
meeting, which built a 
new platform for 
regional countries to 
exchange experience 
and deepen coopera-
tion. 

All participants 
expressed readiness to 
foster a new coopera-
tion model adapted to 
the pandemic situation 
and deepen coordina-
tion between the BRI 
and national develop-
ment strategies to main-
tain the stability of 
regional industrial and 

supply chains and 
unleash the full poten-
tial of regional coopera-
tion.

This Meeting on 
Trade and Connectivity 
was a new exploration 
by the seven countries 
to enhance solidarity 
and cooperation and 
jointly deal with the 
current challenges 
amid the changing 
international and 
regional landscape as 
well as the COVID-19 
situation. 

it reflects their shared 
aspiration of working 
together for sustainable 
development. China 
will work with other 
parties to make good 
use of this platform and 
advance regional coop-
eration, the spokedper-
son added. it reflects 
their shared aspiration 
of working together for 
sustainable develop-
ment. China will work 
with other parties to 
make good use of this 
platform and advance 
regional cooperation.

‘No chance’ of 
Jamadi ul Aww-
al moon sighting 

on Dec 15 eve
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Meteorological Departme 
nt (PMD) has said that 
there was no chance of 
sighting the new moon of 
Jamadi ul Awwal, 1442 AH 
on the evening of Dece mber 
15 (29th of Rabi us Sani).

The met office in its state-
ment said that Jamadi ul 
Awwal crescent will not be 
sighted on the evening of 
Tuesday December 15.

The weather department 
said that the new moon of 
Jamadi ul Awwal, 1442 AH 
will born on crossing con-
junction point at 21:17 
Pakistan Standard Time 
(PST) on 14 December, 2020.

The crescent of Jamadi ul 
Awwal 1442 AH will most 
likely be sighted on 
December 16.

According to climate reco 
rd, the weather is expected 
to be fair or partly cloudy 
in most parts of the coun-
try on that evening. A mee 
ting of Central Ruet-e-Hil 
al Committee in connec-
tion with the sighting.


