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News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the 
Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM), Maulana Fazal ur 
Rehman on Tuesday said the 
opposition legislators would 
submit their resignations to 
party chiefs by December 31st.

Talking to reporters after the 
anti-government alliance’s 
meeting in Islamabad about the 
future strategy, Maulana said 
rulers have to go and the opposi-
tion has decided in principle to 
mount pressure on them.

“By December 31, opposition 
lawmakers from provincial and 
national assemblies will hand in 
their resignations to their 
respective party heads.” He said 
that the steering committee will 
meet tomorrow to decide the 
schedule for further rallies and 
demonstrations. The meeting 
will also decide the time and the 

date for the long march towards 
Islamabad, he said.

The PDM chief said that for-
mer premier Nawaz Sharif and 
former president Asif Ali 
Zardari also participated in the 
meeting during which all the 
participants expressed the com-
mitment towards holding the 
next rally in Lahore on 
December 13.

Responding to reports about 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
calling for a national dialogue, 
the Maulana said the PDM had 
rejected his offer. “He is not 
worthy of dialogue.”

He said that the decisions 
were taken “unanimously”, add-
ing that the opposition will not 
disappoint the people of the 
country. “The Lahore rally will 
be historic and it will be the 
final nail [in the coffin] for the 
government.”

As the resignations by the 

lawmakers of the parties 
belonging to Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM) 
gather momentum, JUI-F has 
taken a major step as all its 
members of the Senate and the 
National Assembly on Tuesday 
handed over their resignations 
to party chief Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman.

The JUI-F has 14 legislators in 
the National Assembly and four 
in the Senate. The party has also 
directed its members in the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan assemblies to be 
ready to submit their resigna-
tions.

All component parties are 
expected to file reports about 
the resignations during the 
PDM meeting being held in 
Islamabad. 

Earlier in the day, the famous 
Khokhar Brothers of PML-N, 
MNA Malik Afzal Khokhar and 

MPA Saiful Malook Khokhar 
from Lahore submitted their 
resignations to the party high-
ups.

PML-N MNA Chaudhry 
Hamid Hameed from NA-66-
(Sargodha-III) had become the 
first lawmaker to forward his 
resignation to the party leader-
ship

Chaudhry Iftikhar Hussain 
Chhachhar Punjab Assembly 
MPA from the PP-185 constitu-
ency, Basirpur, Depalpur Tehsil, 
Okara District also presented 
his resignation to the party. 

Iftikhar said he was the first 
PML-N MPA from Sahiwal 
Division and general secretary 
of the Sahiwal Division to sub-
mit his resignation to the party 
leadership in line with the par-
ty’s high command’s direction. 
He criticized the government’s 
policies and said that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan should go 

Opposition Legislators to 
Submit Their Resignations 
To Party Chiefs By Dec 31

PM, CM to 
visit Sialkot 
today: Dr. 
Firdous 

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Special Assist 
ant to Punjab Chief Min 
ister on Information Dr 
Firdous Ashiq Awan has 
said that Prime Minister 
Imran Khan and Chief 
Minister Usman Buzdar 
will visit Sialkot on Wedn 
esday on the invitation of 
Sialkot Chamber of Com 
merce and Industry (SCCI). 

In a statement issued on 
Tuesday, she said that the 
PM Imran Khan will inau-
gurate Air Sial Airline and 
other development pro-
jects besides meeting polit-
ical, social and business 
community in Sialkot. 

Dr Firdous said that 
Sialkot is one of the eco-
nomic hubs of Pakistan’s 
economy and generates 
foreign exchange valuing 
about $2.5 billion annually. 
The PTI government gave 
confidence to the business 
community and due to 
effective polices of the gov-
ernment, the economy of 
Pakistan is heading 
towards the right direc-
tion, she further said. 

She said that the govern-
ment is working on differ-
ent public welfare projects 
including health and edu-
cation in Sialkot. Skilled 
development program is 
not only providing 
employment opportunities 
to the people of Sialkot but 
also ensuring skilled 
labour to local industry, 
she added.  

The Special Assistant to 
CM said that different pro-
jects have been started in 
Sialkot to resolve the long-
awaited problems of water 
supply and sewerage sys-
tem. She said that Shehbaz 
Sharif invested only in 
mega projects of Lahore 
and neglected small cities 
and rural areas. The PTI 
government believes in the 
equal and fair distribution 
of resources and ensures 
composite development in 
the province, she added.

Fake bank accounts case: 
Alleged benamidar Tariq files 
plea against freezing shares

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: As per latest development in fake bank 
accounts case against Senate Deputy Chairman Saleem 
Mandviwalla, alleged benamidar Tariq Mahmood on 
Tuesday raised objection over freezing his shares.

During the hearing, the benamidar said that the order 
of freezing the shares is against the law.

Accountability court has issued notice to National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) to submit its reply till 
December 18 and adjourned the hearing.

Earlier, the anti-graft watchdog said that Former MD 
PIA Ejaz Haroon had illegally allotted 12 plots. Saleem 
Mandviwalla and Ejaz Haroon made a suspicious deal 
with Abdul Ghani Majeed, receiving Rs 140 million from 
a fake account with Rs 80 million going to Ejaz Haroon 
and Rs 60 million to Saleem Mandviwalla.

Saleem Mandviwalla used the account of Mandviwalla 
Builders to conceal the received money. When NAB 
started investigating the matter, an attempt was made to 
show the corruption money as a loan.

Saleem Mandviwalla used the money to buy plots in 
the name of his employee Abdul Qadir Shawani, NAB 
stated. NAB said that Saleem Mandviwalla sold the plots 
and bought shares in the name of another employee with 
the same amount. He bought 3 million shares of Mangla 
View for Rs 30 million in the name of the employee with 
his own signature. It said that Tariq, an employee of 
Saleem Mandviwalla, who owns millions of shares, is 
actually a benamidar. Instead of responding to the alle-
gations, Saleem Mandviwalla was hiding behind the 
business community, NAB said. 

ANF 
Commanders 
Conference 
reviews 
steps to 
combat 
drugs 

trafficking
News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Chaired by 
Director General Anti 
Narcotics Force (ANF), 
Major General Muhammad 
Arif Malik HI (M), the 
ANF Force Commanders 
Conference held at ANF 
Headquarters Rawalpindi 
on Tuesday was attended 
by Force Commanders of 
all ANF Regional Direc 
torates and senior staff 
officers.

Addressing the confer-
ence, DG ANF Maj. Gen. 
Muhammad Arif Malik HI 
(M) expressed satisfaction 
on the overall organiza-
tional performance of 
ANF. Progress on counter-
narcotics operations, inter-
national commitments, 
drug prevention and awar 
eness programs, and treat-
ment of drug addicts at 
ANF drug treatment cent-
ers was comprehensively 
reviewed during the con-
ference. Current drug situ-
ation and emerging ten-
dency towards use of syn-
thetic drugs were also ana-
lyzed.  

During the conference, 
stringent measures were 
recommended against 
drug use in educational 
institutions. Director 
General ANF directed to 
accelerate the ongoing 
nationwide drive for 
apprehension of elements 
involved in distribution of 
drugs in educational insti-
tutions. DG ANF directed 
the force to deal with the 
main smugglers of narcot-
ics with iron hands. He 
also directed to come hard 
on absconders and pro-
claimed offenders in drug 
offences, and emphasized 
on taking proactive.

Jail superintendent terminated 
over allowing personal guests 

for prison tour
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Inspector General Prisoners of Punjab took 
action on Tuesday against alleged misuse of authority by 
jail superintendent and suspended him as he brought his 
family members to tour prison barracks.

Superintendent Zeeshan was suspended for having 
three of his relatives over for a jail tour which was not 
officially sanctioned.

According to the reports available with ARY News, the 
line in-charge had lodged a complaint against allowing 
strangers and irrelevant persons into prisons for touring 
after which an investigation went into the matter. The 
investigation apparently found the superintendent guilty, 
who squeezed in three of his relatives in the official.

ISLAMABAD: PDM Chief Maulana Fazul Rehman talking to reporters in Islamabad after Anti Government 
Alliance meeting. PHOTO taken from Social Media

Groundbreaking in Rashakai 
Economic Zone to be held 

soon: Asim Bajwa

Pakistan going to build two 
big water dams Mohmand 

and Bhasha: PM Imran
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister (PM) Imran Khan on 
Tuesday said that five decades later after Mangla and 
Tarbela, Pakistan is going to build two big water dams 
Mohmand and Bhasha.

The PM said a video of under construction Mohmand 
Dam on social-networking website Twitter.

The dam will generate 800MW of hydroelectricity, irri-
gate over 16,000 acres of land and contribute heavily to 
the socio-economic uplift of the region. 

Pakistan Navy observes 
62nd Gwadar Day with 

traditional fervor
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Navy on Tuesday observed 
62nd Gwadar Day with tra-
ditional fervor. This Day is 
celebrated every year to 
mark the merger of 
Gwadar with Pakistan. 
Various activities were 
held at Gwadar under the 
auspices of Pakistan Navy 
and Commander Coast 
(COMCOAST), Vice 
Admiral Zahid llyas 
graced the occasion as 
Chief Guest. 

The Chief Guest while 
interacting with the nota-
bles, highlighted Pakistan 
Navy’s commitment for 
the development of coastal 
region. He also under-
scored rigorous efforts of 
Pakistan Navy to ensure 
Maritime Security of 
Gwadar Port and China 
Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC). In the 
historical context, Gwadar 
was formally handed over 

to Pakistan in 1958 by 
Oman. Initially, a Naval 
platoon led by the then Lt 
Iftikhar Ahmed Sirohey of 
Pakistan Navy landed at 
Gwadar and unfurled 
Pakistan’s flag.

The day was started by 
an impressive Flag 
Hoisting Ceremony held at 
PNS AKRAM, Gwadar. 
Various activities were 
organized by Pakistan 
Navy including conduct of 
boat rally, Hovercraft 
maneuvers, demonstra-
tions by Special Service 
Group (Navy) and Naval 
Aviation at the beach front. 
The enthusiasm of the 
locals remained prodi-
gious wherein large num-
ber of spectators enjoyed 
the events. 

Gwadar Day celebra-
tions were aimed at rekin-
dling the awareness about 
the history of Gwadar 
among the masses. A large 
number of audience 
including civil dignitaries, 

military officials and local 
notables also witnessed 
the activities while observ-
ing COVID-19 precautions.

The day was started by 
an impressive Flag Hoist 
ing Ceremony held at PNS 
AKRAM, Gwadar. Various 
activities were organized 
by Pakistan Navy includ-
ing conduct of boat rally, 
Hovercraft maneuvers, 
demonstrations by Special 
Service Group (Navy) and 
Naval Aviation at the 
beach front. The enthusi-
asm of the locals remained 
prodigious wherein large 
number of spectators 
enjoyed the events. 

Gwadar Day celebra-
tions were aimed at rekin-
dling the awareness about 
the history of Gwadar 
among the masses. A large 
number of audience includ 
ing civil dignitaries, mili-
tary officials and local 
notables also witnessed 
the activities while observ-
ing COVID-19 precautions.

Opposition discussing 
agenda to spark chaos in 

country: Shibli
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and 
Broadcasting Shibli Faraz 
on Tuesday said that corrupt 
mafia will discuss strategy 
to protect looted money in 
the session.

In a statement, the minis-
ter said that opposition par-
ties are deliberating upon 
the agenda to spark chaos in 
the country.

Earlier, Shibli Faraz said that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI), as a democratic party, would engage a political 
team for talks with Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) in the larger national interest.

He urged the opposition to show sense of responsibil-
ity and cease all public meetings in the current situation 
facing the country due to second wave of the COVID-19.

Shibli Faraz said blackmailing or other pressure tac-
tics being used by opposition parties in the wake of pub-
lic meetings are unacceptable.

He said Prime Minister Imran Khan has a clear man-
date and he would not take dictation from corrupt lead-
ers.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD, Dec 08 (INP): Chairman CPEC Authority 
Lt. Gen (retd) Asim Saleem Bajwa has said that the 
groundbreaking in Rashakai Special Economic Zone 
under China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) would 
be held soon.

He was speaking during a meeting with Speaker 
National Assembly Asad Qaiser at the Speaker House 
here on Tuesday.

Progress of ongoing development projects under 
CPEC in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was discussed in the 
meeting.

Asim Bajwa assured the Speaker of early completion of 
Dera Ismail Khan Motorway and other projects under 
CPEC in the province.

Speaker NA Asad Qaiser said CPEC was harbinger 
development and prosperity in Pakistan.

He said the timely completion of CPEC projects in KPK 
was need of the hour as with completion of the projects, 
a new era of development and prosperity would begin in 
the province. The people, he said would get new employ-
ment opportunities after launch of Rashakai Economic 
Zone. The Speaker said with the development of CPEC 
and Special Economic Zones (SEZs), new business oppor-
tunities would be created.Besides business and trade, the 
transportation services would also be improved in the 
province, he added.

Lahore rally will be 
final nail in coffin of 
PDM’s anti-Pakistan 

narrative: Gill
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Special 
Assistant to the Prime 
Minister on Political 
Communication Dr. 
Shahbaz Gill said 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) faced 
embarrassment in all 
four provinces and 
Lahore rally will be the 
final nail in its coffin of 
anti-Pakistan narrative.

The SAPM took to 
Twitter on Tuesday and 
said the positivity ratio 

of coronavirus cases in 
Pakistan has reached 
9.71 percent and 81 per-
cent positive cases are 
from big cities but PDM 
is spreading the pan-
demic through rallies 
by violating the state’s 
and the court’s orders.

PDM is endangering 
the lives of people and 
wants to destabilize the 
economy again, Dr. 
Shahbaz Gill said while 
adding that this group 
wants to halt Pakistan’s 
progress. Dirty politics 

Transparency, Merit 
Ensure Good 

Governance: CM Jaam
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan on Tuesday said transparency and merit 
can ensure good governance in the country. 
“Transparency reflects the performance of any 
government”, he expressed these views while 
addressing a seminar regarding anti-corruption 
day.

Jam Kamal stated that transparency can only 
be ensured in a society when an individual pre-
fers the country’s interest rather than personal 
ones. Chief Secretary captain ® Fazeel Asghar, 
Vice-Chancellor University of Balochistan, Dr. 
Shafiq ur Rehman, Inspector General Police, 
Mohsin Hassan Butt, Director NAB Farmanullah 
Khan, and others also participated in the semi-
nar. Jam Kamal said, “we have to pinpoint and 
condemn wrong decisions besides corruption”. 
He however said his government committed to 
upholding the banner of transparency and good 
governance in Balochistan.

Delayed decisions, injustices ruined our soci-
ety Delayed decisions and injustices ruined our 
society, he said, adding that no society can pro-
gress without justice and equality. He said aware-
ness needs to be created among the masses with 
regard to corruption and a strong mechanism 
was important to eradicate the curse of corrup-
tion from society.

Jam Kamal stated that for the first time trans-
parency and merit ensured in the distribution of 
development funds in Balochistan. All areas have 
been given just share in terms of development 
funds, he added.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan addressing a seminar 
regarding anti-corruption day at civil secretariat: Photo provided by DGPR
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Syed Muhammad Qaseem 

Any civilized society would 
like to cherish its archaeologi-
cal sites as a national treasure. 
Through archeology, we are 
able to know about past human 
living standards. Pakistan is 
rich in archaeological treas-
ures such as Mehrgarh, 
Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, 
etc, but they are neglected by 
the government. Even, the dis-
covery of  Mehrgarh was done 
by a French archeologist cou-
ple: Jean-Francois Jarriage and 
Catherine Jarriage in 1974. 
Excavation work on Mehrgarh 
was from 1974 to 1986 and 
again from 1997 to 2000.

Mehrgarh is a Balochi word 
in which ‘Mehr’ means Love 
and ‘Garh’ means heaven, so 
we can say that Mehrgarh 
means ‘The heaven for love’. It 
is a 495-acre(2.00 square km) 
archaeological site located in 
the Kacchi plain of 
Balochistan, Pakistan. It is 
located between the present 
cities Quetta, Kalat, and Sibi.

Mehrgarh the earliest evi-
dence of human civilization: 

Mehrgarh is the earliest evi-
dence of human civilization 
from 7000 BC and abandoned 
in 2500 BC. Mehrgarh is stated 
to be the first place in South 
Asia, where the human being 
quit the life of caves and 
started to build towns. This is 
the area, where the nomadic 
life turned into communities 
to work together in an effec-
tive way and cultivate food-

stuff and make their lives 
easy.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
TREASURE OF PAKISTAN

Archaeologists divide the 
occupation of Mehrgarh into 
eight phases. The phase one 
was Neolithic (stone age), 
there were no ceramics and no 
pottery. The earliest farming 
in that area was started by the 
semi-nomadic people using 
wheat and barley and the ani-
mals like cattle sheep and 
goats. They used granaries to 
store food for future use. The 
houses were made of mud. 
The pottery work was started 
in the second phase and they 
used to draw paintings on 
the pottery. The statues 
found in the burials were 
decorated with beads and 
other feathers, so we can 
determine that they were 
aware of fashion.

Many things were found 
under the ground such as 
baskets, stone and bone tools, 
beads, bangles, pendants, 
and animal sacrifices. 
Ornaments of seashell, lime-
stone and sandstone have 
been found. The remains of 
two men from Mehrgarh 
were found and were 
observed that their teeth 
were drilled,  this showed 
that they had knowledge of 
proto-dentistry. There were 
two types of burials in the 
Mehrgarh site. There were 
individual burials where a 
single individual was 
enclosed in narrow mud 

walls and collective burials 
with thin mud-brick walls 
within which skeletons of six 
different individuals were 
discovered. The bodies in the 
collective burials were kept 
in a flexed position and were 
laid east to west. The child’s 
bones were found in large 
jars.

Oldest Ceramic in South 
Asia: 

The oldest ceramic figu-
rines in South Asia were 
found at Mehrgarh. They 
occur in all phases of the set-
tlement and were prevalent 
even before pottery appears. 
The earliest figurines are 
quite simple and do not have 
complex features. However, 
by 4000 BC begin to show 
their characteristic hairstyles. 
All the figurines up to this 
phase were female. Male figu-
rines appear only from phase 
VII and gradually become 
more numerous. Many of the 
female figurines are holding 
babies, and these showed the 
“mother goddess”.

Many Textbooks and 
Documentaries have been 
made on Mohenjo-Daro and 
Indus valley civilization but 
Mehrgarh is neglected con-
tinuously. A large number of 
antiquities of Mehrgarh, 
Zhob, Loralai, and other 
archaeological sites of 
Balochistan are available in 
the market. There is no well-
established museum in 
Balochistan and more than 
16000 archaeological materi-

als have been found in differ-
ent sites of this province such 
as from Mehrgarh, Nausharo, 
Meer-i-Qalat most of these are 
kept in Karachi.

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
TREASURE OF PAKISTAN

What government needs to 
do? 

The govt must collect these 
materials because these antiq-
uities belong to humanity and 
not to a few individuals. The 
site of Mehrgarh is crumbling 
and rain is the main factor in 
it, a wall must be built around 
the site, Direction boards be 
built on the way for indica-
tion. The federal government 
is requested to declare  
Mehrgarh a permanent World 
Heritage site on UNESCO’s 
list. It is the oblique duty of 
the provincial government 
that makes people aware of 
these sites through making 
documentaries etc even the 
village near Mehrgarh is una-
ware of it.

To be very precise, the pre-
sent provincial and federal 
governments must allocate 
substantial funds and form a 
team of experts to protect 
this world heritage and 
ancient human civilization.

The author is a student of 
Software Engineering at 
Balochistan University of 
Information Technology and 
Management Sciences 
(BUITEMS). He can be con-
tacted at khanqaseem34@
gmaill.com, @
Qaseemk34916424 on Twitter

Anti-Corruption Day
Kamal Siddiqi

Pakistan is no exception to 
corruption. We have seen how 
gradually this cancer has 
spread in our society

The UN marks December 9 
as the International Anti-
Corruption Day. The day is 
observed to raise awareness 
about corruption and to 
emphasise the role of the 
United Nations Convention 
against Corruption in combat-
ing and preventing it.

There is much to be done. 
Pakistan is no exception to 
corruption. We have seen how 
gradually this cancer has 
spread in our society — there 
are few exceptions now.

It was amusing last week to 
hear the statement of our top 
politician who said that only 
10 years back he was a pauper 
and today he is a multi-mil-
lionaire. Such are the ways of 
those in power. But to blame 
politicians for corruption 
entirely is wrong. The prob-
lem spreads much further.

Instead of reducing corrup-
tion, we see that the entities 
being set up to fight it con-
tinue to increase with each 
passing day. Just like those 
who comment that crime goes 
up in those localities where 
new police stations are estab-
lished, the same can be said of 

corruption and the anti-cor-
ruption apparatus. New anti-
corruption cells, units and 
agencies only add to the prob-
lem.

The anti-corruption appara-
tus we see is also used to 
bring down opponents, politi-
cal or otherwise. The most 
convenient way to tarnish the 
record and standing of some-
one holding public office or 
being an aspirant to it is by 
accusing them of corruption. 
Image plays a more impor-
tant part in this than does 
reality.

While successive govern-
ments have fallen due to alle-
gations of corruption, what 
we see is that in real terms 
there is little that has been 
achieved. Corruption cannot 
be measured in absolute 
terms but one way to under-
stand how it seeps through 
is to see the rise in the cost 
of goods and services.

Governments have been 
sacked based on newspaper 
stories alleging corruption. 
But time again we have seen 
that nothing much comes 
out of it. Corruption allega-
tions are rarely proved and 
once a target has fallen, 
there is little or no follow-
up. Whatever happened to 
the numerous promises 
made to bring people to jus-

tice? They seem to come back 
in cycles.

How do we break the 
cycle? When we say that cor-
ruption is endemic in 
Pakistan, we are not wrong. 
It is not just those who are at 
the top who are corrupt. The 
whole chain is usually 
tainted. If we make a hue 
and cry of government func-
tionaries on the street who 
ask for bribes, we forget that 
they also must pay those 
above them.

We all realise the problem. 
But what is the solution? In a 
country like Pakistan where 
people have accepted cor-
ruption as a way of life, it 
would be difficult to root it 
out entirely. The whole sys-
tem can collapse. We are 
looking at institutionalised 
corruption where entities 
take decisions instead of peo-
ple. One can take people to 
task, but how do you put an 
entity in jail?

This week Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said the govern-
ment will introduce a new 
system of “reward and pun-
ishment” for the civil serv-
ants under which corrupt 
bureaucrats will be sacked 
instead of just being trans-
ferred. This is a very good 
idea and should have been 
done earlier. Sadly, it is some-

thing that has been tried in 
the past as well but resulted 
in endless litigation and little 
else.

The best way to combat cor-
ruption is through accounta-
bility. And the most effective 
way to achieve accountability 
is to help state institutions 
that work towards accounta-
bility and at the same time 
strengthen the media to hold 
people accountable.

Entities that deal with 
accountability must be seen 
to be fair. Otherwise the 
whole anti-corruption effort 
comes to naught. Such enti-
ties cannot be politicised.

Equally important is the 
role of the media. The media 
is the fourth estate — the 
watchdog which looks over 
the other pillars of state. 
While one agrees that the 
media in Pakistan isn’t per-
fect and has many problems, 
the only way it can do its role 
effectively is if it is allowed 
freedom.

Of course, there is corrup-
tion within the media. That 
can only be rooted out if it is 
exposed. This is a long and 
painful road. In the past we 
have seen that leaders who 
are genuinely trying to fix 
things end up getting lost in 
the details. Let us not make 
the same mistakes again.

Understanding climate change in Pakistan
Khyyam Munwar

At its heart, denying climate 
change is a conflict between 
facts and values. The effects of 
climate change are quite real 
despite the claims made by 
multi-billion-dollar industries 
which argue against it to safe-
guard their own interests. 
There is substance behind the 
argument which suggests that 
the annual temperature of the 
earth is gradually rising. The 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) stated that the average 
surface temperatures on Earth 
rose by 0.95 degrees Celsius 
between 1880 and 2016.This 
holds true for Pakistan too. 
Even though it contributes to 
only 1% of the annual global 
emissions and has a relatively 
small carbon footprint in com-
parison. It is projected that 
temperatures all over Pakistan 
would increase by3°C within 
the next 20 years and around 
5-6°C by the end of this cen-
tury. We stand as the earliest 
victims of disruptions in 
weather cycles, threatened 
food production, rising seas 
levels, abnormal precipitation, 
catastrophic flooding and 
depletion of ice sheets and gla-
ciers which are the core source 
of sustenance in an agricul-
tural land such as Pakistan. 

A minute contribution to the 
global emissions does not 
mean we have effectively con-
trolled our individual green-
house output over the years, in 
fact our total emissions have 
increased by 114% since 1990. 
Energy production and the 
transport network within 
Pakistan combined, contribute 
to over 62 % of our Co2 emis-
sions (Pakistan is dependent 
on fossil fuels for 61% of its 
energy production) which are 

the culprit of the greenhouse 
effect. 

Malpractices in the indus-
trial sector, an overall lack of 
regulations and ignorance of 
the previous governments 
towards effects of climate 
mean that the total Co2 emis-
sions of Pakistan have 
increased from 68,565 
kilotons(kt) to almost 1,66,299 
kilotons(kt) in the last 30 years 
and are expected to rise much 
further. 

How has Pakistan been 
affected by this phenomenon 
of climate change? Studying 
the data over Lahore alone 
over a span of 10 years proves 
the erratic movement in aver-
age temperatures, precipita-
tion levels and UV indexes. 
Highest temperature recorded 
in 2019 was 46°C which was 
4.5% higher than the highest 
temperature recorded in 2009.
Similarly lowest recorded tem-
peratures have risen by almost 
57% from 7°C in 2009 to 11°C in 
2019. UV indexes recorded in 
peak summers saw an increase 
of more than 50% over the last 
10 years which indicates deple-
tion of the ozone layer. In 
February 2009, precipitation 
was measured at 2.48mm while 
in 2019 the spell was measured 
at 182mm and lasted 13 days. 
These rainfalls devastated 
major parts of Pakistan includ-
ing KPK, Punjab & some areas 
of Baluchistanresulting in over 
140 deaths.

In the years 2017 and 2018, 
districts of Baluchistan and 
parts of Sindh suffered dry 
spells due to rainfall being 
well below normal leading 
towards mild to moderate 
drought like conditions. On 
the other side of the spectrum, 
areas of Punjab and KPK suf-
fered mild to heavy flooding 
resulting in severe damage to 

infrastructure and loss of life. 
These are some of the anoma-
lies in the weather cycles which 
suggest that our climate is 
changing. Prime Minister, 
Imran Khan stressed over the 
severity of these climate 
changes in his speech at UNGA 
as he explained how 210 mil-
lion lives are at the mercy of 
the nature. “Nature is some-
thing you cannot negotiate-
with” added the prime minis-
ter.

The answer to a majority of 
our problems could be renew-
able energy. Corporations 
worldwide have started shift-
ing their operations to solar or 
wind energy, offloading the 
local grids and improving their 
long-term sustainability. Such 
examples exist in Pakistan too 
and include the Kohinoor 
Textile Mills and Gadoon 
Textile mills. Pakistan has an 
ample capacity for both solar 
and wind-based electricity 
production. Punjab gets 
around 3500-3600 sun hours a 
year and Pakistan as a whole 
can generate up to an approxi-
mate of 2.9 million MW clean 
energy from solar power alone. 
Similarly, Sindh has a vacant 
area of around 9749 km2 which 
is sufficient to produce over an 
additional 11000 MW of clean, 
waste free, sustainable wind-
based energy. With proper 
investment and implementa-
tion by both the public and pri-
vate sector renewable energy 
sources can increase their share 
in the total energy production 
of the country from 5% to 15% 
while decreasing the cost borne 
by the consumer. Furthermore; 
the government should regu-
late emissions from transport 
vehicles as they are the most 
overlooked. Introducing poli-
cies such as those in line with 
the regulations imposed in UK 

or by the European union that 
include the banning of vehicles 
above a certain age or condition 
,the introduction of annual 
MOTs, emission checks and 
certificates that declare vehi-
cles fit or road worthy would 
certainly help control Co2 
emissions in check. USA has 
implemented a gas guzzler tax 
over inefficient vehicles but 
allows tax cuts and govern-
ment grants for electric vehi-
cles which has helped shift the 
demand towards EVs. Electric 
vehicles are also marginally 
cheaper to run and maintain in 
the long term. 

The Ministry of Climate 
Change is hoping to introduce 
a well-structured EV policy 
and members of the cabinet 
approved the draft of the elec-
tric vehicle policy and called it 
a move in the right direction. 
Companies such as TESLA suc-
cessfully operate in the USA 
under the policy of zero emis-
sions and a similar step in this 
direction would yield positive 
results to the environment of 
Pakistan too. 

Back in 2014, The government 
of KPK took a great initiative 
when it decided to plant over a 
billion trees. It has since become 
a national action plan, to which 
the current government is com-
mitted. However, we as indi-
viduals have a stake in the 
wellbeing of our country and 
the earth and should devote 
ourselves to reducing emis-
sions, saving energy, adopting 
sustainable business practices, 
recycling and reusing materi-
als, managing waste, and if you 
can plant a tree in your back-
yard and do your part, why 
wait? Without drastic action 
today, adapting to the impacts 
of climate change in the future 
will be much more difficult and 
expensive.

Mehrgarh: The Archaeological Treasure of Pakistan

In its 50-year history as a province, suc-
cessive governments in Balochistan have 
failed to provide health facilities to the 
masses. It is woeful that the discussions 
around health policy receive little to no 
space on the agenda of political parties. 
The media continues to report the plight 
of government-run hospitals, polio, nutri-
tion, and other issues. However, a mean-
ingful debate in the media about the abys-
mal state of health services is virtually 
absent.
The result of this apathy is declining 
health indicators. For instance, maternal 
mortality rate, child mortality rate are the 
highest in Balochistan as compared to 
other parts of the country. Balochistan is 
the highest contributor, with an average of 
785 out of 100,000 mothers dying in child-
birth or related complications, while an 
average of 272 mothers dying in other 
provinces of Pakistan. Out of every 1,000 
children under the age of five, 111 die in 
Balochistan, while other provinces have 
an average of 49 deaths. The data is as per 
the Pakistan Health Demographic Survey 
(PHDS) 2014.
In the aftermath of the global outbreak of 
COVID19, the Balochistan government 
also increased the health budget and allo-
cated Rs. 32 billion to improve health indi-
cators. Most recently, Jam Kamal Khan led 
Balochistan government has announced 
to recruit doctors on a contract basis to 
overcome the shortage of health profes-
sionals. Over 3,000 vacancies of male, 
female doctors from medical officers to 
specialist cadres are lying vacant for years 
in Balochistan. The Balochistan Public 
Service Commission (BPSC) has already 
launched a process of tests and interviews 
for the recruitment of over 1,000 doctors.
The process of recruitment takes over one 
year as per the BPSC procedures. And the 
government needs doctors on an emer-
gency basis in hospitals to battle the sec-
ond-wave of the novel coronavirus. The 
Young Doctors Association (YDA) 
Balochistan has rejected the government’s 
decision and coronavirus. They demanded 
appointments through BPSC. YDA has 
directed its members not to submit appli-
cations for appointments on a contract 
basis.
This has created a new crisis. However, the 
solution is simple. The government needs 
to take all health professional bodies on 
board while making this decision func-
tional. The doctors who have already 
applied through BPSC should be issued 
contract orders so that they could serve the 
ailing humanity and get paid until perma-
nent orders. This will allow the govern-
ment to implement its policies in the health 
department without strikes and agitation 
by doctors. The doctors too have to avoid 
agitation and strikes and avoid punishing 
patients.
Beyond politics, the government, political 
parties, intelligentsia, health profession-
als, educationists must make health and 
education true priorities. Only then, this 
process can progress and living conditions 
can improve.

Balochistan’s 
Healthcare Crisis
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QUETTA: Daily wages workers sitting on roadside with their work tools while waiting for their customers in Provincial capital. 
QUETTA VOICE PHOTO.

ISLAMABAD: Lady Police officials perform their duty under the protection of umbrella 
during rain. INP PHOTO

Sindh govt committed to 
eradicate corruption from 

province: Dharejo
News Desk

KARACHI: Sindh Minister 
for Industries & Commerce 
and Anti-Corruption and 
Cooperative Department 
Jam Ikramullah Dharejo 
has said that corruption is 
a scourge for any society 
and it destroys develop-
ment projects like termite 
and nation can’t get rid of 
it, until we all united 
against corruption. 

In a statement on 
Tuesday, on the occasion of 
the International Day 
against Corruption, he 
said, “Government of 
Sindh is committed to 
eradicate corruption from 
the province and the ongo-
ing operations against cor-
rupt elements of the Anti-
Corruption Establishment 
Department of Sindh are a 
clear proof of this commit-
ment as PPP Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has 
directed to take strong 
action against corrupt ele-
ments and no negligence 

will be tolerated in this 
regard.”

Jam Ikramullah Dharejo 
said that Sindh Anti-
Corruption Establishment 
Department had arrested 
influential accused during 
several major operations in 
recent months and regis-
tered cases against them. 
All cases would be brought 
to their logical conclusion. 

“Now is the time to 
launch a full-fledged cam-
paign against corruption 
so that we can protect our 
future generations from its 
menace,” he said.

The provincial minister 
requested the people to 
inform the Anti-
Corruption Establishment 
Department Sindh against 
corruption and corrupt ele-
ments and for this purpose 
helpline 1414 can be con-
tacted. 

Dharejo assured the 
people that full action 
would be taken against the 
corrupt elements on receiv-
ing of complaints.

Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China has taken 
most comprehensive, rigor-
ous and thorough prevention 
and control measures to 
bring the situation at home 
under control, said Hua 
Chunying spokesperson of 
the Chinese Foreign Ministry 
here at a regular news brief-
ing.

Responding to a question 
on rising number of cornavir-
ous cases in USA, she said “ 
in the face of COVID-19, the 
Chinese government has put 

life and people front and 
center, taken the most com-
prehensive, rigorous and 
thorough prevention and 
control measures to bring the 
situation at home under con-
trol as soon as possible, and 
achieved resumption of work 
and production. 

This fight against COVID-
19 has greatly strengthened 
the confidence, pride, unity 
and cohesion of all Party 
members and all the people 
of the country have. 

The Chinese people’s satis-
faction and confidence 

toward the CPC and the 
Chinese government has 
reached a historical high. 

Facts have proved that the 
Chinese government’s epi-
demic response can stand the 
test of time and history. And 
the poll results you men-
tioned also testified to that.

In the meantime, we are 
also following reports on epi-
demic situation at home in 
the US with a heavy heart. 

We feel for the American 
people and convey condo-
lences and sympathy to them. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has 

stricken home in such a mem-
orable way that human 
beings are closely connected 
and live in a community with 
a shared future, and only by 
standing together in solidar-
ity can we tide over difficult 
times.”

The spokesperson added, “ 
China not only puts in place 
effective anti-epidemic meas-
ures at home, but also actively 
promotes international coop-
eration. 

We have lent a helping 
hand to many countries, 
including the United States. 

China has exported to the 
United States about 40 billion 
masks, more than 800 million 
pairs of surgical gloves, and 
over 600 million protective 
suits. 

China stands ready to 
cooperate with the rest of the 
world, including the US, on 
epidemic prevention and con-
trol and provide as much 
support and assistance as 
possible. 

No one is safe until every-
one is safe. We will strive for 
an early and complete victory 
against COVID-19 with soli-

94,966 bikers fined during 
ongoing year for riding 

without helmets
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Islam abad Traffic Police (ITP) issued 
94,966 fine tickets to motorcyclists driving their bikes 
without helmets.

A police spokesman said that ITP is endeavoring to 
maintain exemplary traffic system in the city and check 
those involved in negligence on roads. He said that 
94,966 fine tickets were issued to motorcyclists driving 
their bikes without helmets.

SSP (Traffic) Farrukh Rasheed has appreciated this 
performance and said that vigorous campaign of ITP 
had been launched as per directions of IGP Islamabad 
Muhammad Aamir Zulfiqar to create awareness among 
citizens about traffic rules.

As per directions of IGP Islamabad Muhammad 
Aamir Zulfiqar, he said that ITP personnel has been 
directed to ensure implementation on traffic rules and 
regulation irrespective of status and rank and demon-
strate patience and politeness while issuing traffic viola-
tion tickets to the road users. 

He said that ITP is utilizing all available resources to 
facilitate the general public. He has appealed the parents 
not to allow their children to drive bikes or cars till age of 
maturity.

The personnel of the force issue traffic violation tickets 
not as a punitive measure but the purpose is to ensure 
safe road environment in the Capital and secure the lives 
of the people, the SSP (Traffic) maintained. He appealed 
the parents not to allow their underage children to drive 
bikes. 

China takes comprehensive 
measures to fight cornavirous: 

Spokesperson
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Kohsar police on Tuesday 
arrested two persons involved in a dacoity at jewelry 
shop in Super Market and looting four million rupees 
cash as well as 400 tola gold jewelry. 

According to details, three persons looted four mil-
lion rupees cash and 400 tola gold at gun point from 
Honey Jewelers situated in Super Market, Sector F-6 on 
November 23, 2020. Following this incident, Kohsar 
police registered the case on the complaint of Sheikh 
Muhammad Fareed. 

IGP Islamabad Muhammad Aamir Zulfiqar and DIG 
(Operations) Waqar Uddin Syed directed SP (City) 
Omer Khan to trace the culprits. He constituted special 
team under supervision of ASP Ayesha Gul which 
included SHO Asjad Mehmud, Sub-Inspector Kamal 
Khan and others. This team succeeded to arrest two 
persons identified as Sadaqat Shah and Adeel involved 
in this dacoity and recovered weapons as well as 
ammunition from them. 

During the preliminary investigation, they confessed 
to commit dacoity along with their accomplices. It has 
been also revealed that father of accused Adeel is secu-
rity guard at Honey Jeweler ship while the accused is 
also an employee at Taba Jewelry shop in Super Market. 

Further investigation is underway from the nabbed 
accused and police teams have been constituted to 
ensure arrests of their accomplices. IGP Islamabad and 
DIG (Operations) have appreciated this performance of 
Kohsar police team and announced cash prizes and 
commendation certificates for them.Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: China 
Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) can 
support Pakistan’s live-
stock sector to mitigate 
poverty, says a report 
published by Gwadar 
Pro on Tuesday.

The CPEC’s road 
network is about three 
thousand kilometers 
long, and in some areas 
along the route, a lot of 
potential exists to 
develop the livestock 
sector and to establish 
farming business, the 
report said 

quoting Hafiz Wasi 
Muhammad Khan, 
executive member of 
the Pakistan Agricu 
lture Scientist Forum 
and renowned agricul-
ture expert in Pakistan.

In an interview to 
Gwadar Pro, Wasi 
spoke about the impor-
tance of creating a new 
regional economy 
along CPEC’s route as 
an effort to address 
issues of poverty and 
underdevelopment.

He also suggested 
that China may con-
sider providing 
machinery and tech-
nology to build those 
areas, particularly for 
livestock development. 
This will create a posi-
tive image for CPEC 
and help create an eco-
nomic cycle that can be 
good for both China 
and Pakistan.

The beneficiaries of 
this project will be the 
underprivileged peo-
ple who will be gain-
fully employed 
through economic 
activities generated by 
CPEC. It will also lead 
to the reduction of pov-
erty in those regions,” 
he contended.

Hafiz Wasi also 
emphasized that 
Pakistan needs to do a 
lot of internal reforms 
to gain long-term ben-
efits from CPEC. He 
was of the view that 
Pakistan must under-
stand the requirements 
of the Chinese market 
in the livestock sector. 

When Pakistanis 

know Chinese demand 
in that sector, they will 
be able to introduce 
better regulatory meas-
ures to export products 
to the Chinese market.

He added that 
Pakistan needs to 
improve its agriculture 
sector with the help of 
China, which has 
introduced far-reach-
ing reforms in enhanc-
ing its agricultural pro-
ductivity.

It is good develop-
ment that a Joint 
Working Group(JWG) 
on Agriculture 
between China and 
Pakistan has already 
been established. 

That JWG must 
examine different 
areas to revitalize 
Pakistan’s agricultural 
economy. If Pakistan 
can meet China’s quar-
antine regulations, 
there is huge scope for 
Pakistan’s livestock 
and agriculture sector 
to grow and open up 
export opportunities 
of millions of dollars, 
he added.

Two dacoits involved in 
looting jewelry shop in 

Capital held

Steps taken by KAC for 
promotion of arts, culture 

commendable: Sohail 
Ahmad

INP NEWS

KARACHI: Renowned actor Sohail Ahmad has said that 
the steps taken by Arts Council of Pakistan Karachi for 
the promotion of art and culture are commendable.

Talking to media here on Tuesday, he said, “After com-
ing to Karachi I realize that there is a big difference 
between the Arts Council of Lahore and Karachi. The 
Lahore Council is fully commercialized and is in the 
business of making money whereas Karachi Arts 
Council is taking steps for the promotion of art and cul-
ture which is commendable.”

Sohail Ahmad said that the cultural festivals like the 
Aalmi Urdu Conference spread energy and positivity 
among the nation and I congratulate Mohammad Ahmed 
Shah for organizing such a wonderful conference. This 
conference has proved that there are still people who 
love Urdu and the government should also pay attention 
to this, he added. 

The prominent actor said, earlier with the name of 
Karachi, the only that used to come to my mind was 
“Sea” but now the name of Ahmed Shah will also come 
to my mind as now there is an ocean of literature also.

CPEC to support 
Pakistan’s livestock sector 

to mitigate poverty: 
Report

Kashmiris 
being 

punished 
for seeking 
basic right: 

JKMM
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Jammu and 
Kashmir Mass Movement 
(JKMM) Vice Chairman 
Abdul Majeed Mir has said 
that the people of Indian 
illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir are being 
punished for demanding 
their right to self-determi-
nation. 

According to Kashmir 
Media Service, Abdul 
Majeed Mir in a statement 
issued in Islamabad said 
that India had deprived 
Kashmiri Muslims of their 
basic human right self 
determination. 

He said that the Indian 
occupational army has now 
started evicting people 
from their homes from dif-
ferent areas including 
Jammu, Budgam and 
Pahalgam. He said that 
India has held Kashmiris 
hostage at gunpoint. Abdul 
Majeed Mir said that 
Kashmiri Muslims have 
been under constant siege 
since the abrogation. Indian army’s CASOs 

leading to alarming 
cardiac arrests in IIOJK

News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, frequent cordon and search operations by 
Indian troops have led to increase at an alarming rate in 
heart-attack or cardiac-arrest related stress among 
youth, particularly in the Kashmir Valley.

According to Kashmir Media Service, cardiologists 
have said that the youth under stress are resorted to 
smoking, drug menace and psychological disorders, 
which contribute to increasing rate of deaths due to the 
heart attacks or cardiac arrests.

Talking to media men, Dr Nisar Tramboo, Institute of 
Medical Sciences Soura in Srinagar, said that the heart 
attacks and cardiac arrests among the youth are increas-
ing as they live unhealthy habits, which include smoking 
and other related things.

Dr Nisar Tramboo further said that there was a need 
to adopt a healthy lifestyle; the youth should take a lot of 
fruits, lot of vegetables. “The youth should avoid excess 
poultry, animal fats. They should not take too much salt 
as it increases blood pressure,” he added.

Dr Irfan Ahmad, Consultant Cardiologist at SMHS 
hospital said that receiving patients at hospital who are 
suffering heart attacks was an abnormal thing before 15 
years, but now it has become a normal thing.

Parks guarantee of 
environmental, mental 
and physical beauty: 

Malik Abid
News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Vice Chairman Parks and Horticulture 
Authority (PHA), Rawalpindi, Malik Abid Hussain has 
said that the amusement parks are a guarantee not only 
of the beauty of our environment but also of the mental 
and physical beauty of the people.

While talking during his visits to different parks in 
Khayaban Sir Syed Rawalpindi, he said our mission is to 
provide the healthy recreational environment for people 
by clearing parks across the city from all kinds of 
encroachments and other superstitions including 
debauchery. 

Malik Abid Hussain directed the staff concerned to be 
honest with their duties and make special arrangements 
for cleaning the parks. He warned that if any kind of 
undesirable activity was reported in a par, action would 
be taken against the concerned staff as per law. “Parks 
are for the entertainment and relaxation of the people 
where smoking and other superstitions including wan-
dering will not be tolerated at all”, he added. 

The Vice Chairman PHA Rawalpindi stated we have 
started a special campaign to make the Prime Minister’s 
“Clean and Green Pakistan Movement” a success. This 
campaign is not tied to anyone, but it is a nation-building 
effort in which every Pakistani has a responsibility to 
play his role transcending political and sectarian affilia-
tions to make it a success for himself, his children and 
his country. 

He went around the different parks in the area and 
directed that the in-charge of each park should ensure 
that the benches, swings and other facilities are repaired 
immediately and every visitor to the park should return 
with a pleasant feeling and freshness. “We will create 
special flower beds inside the parks and equip each par 
with greenery and play an active role in eliminating 
environmental pollution,” he mentioned. 

On this occasion, the notables of the area also informed 
the Vice Chairman of PHA about their problems, to 
which Malik Abid Hussain said that he would play his 
role in resolving the public issues by contacting the con-
cerned authorities.
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Govt urged to extend PM’s 
construction package to 

uplift the economy

FPCCI lacks 
leadership, 

vision, business-
men not inter-

ested in upcom-
ing elections: 

PEW
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Paki 
stan Economy Watch (PE 
W) on Tuesday said FPC 
CI is going through a cri-
sis of leadership and visi 
on since long which has 
disappointed the voters. 
Many businessmen are 
not very keen to partici-
pate in the upcoming 
elections while others 
are undecided to vote for 
United Business Group 
(UBG) or Businessmen 
Panel (BMP) as both 
have failed to come up to 
their expectations, said 
Chairman Pakistan 
Economy Watch Brig. 
(retd) Aslam Khan. 
He said that UBG ruled 
FPCCI for five years but 
failed to bring any mean-
ingful change. BMP real-
ised their failure and 
came to power by prom-
ising a change but their 
slogan never translated 
into reality.
Both the groups have 
failed to improve work-
ing and image of the 
FPCCI and both have 
bulldozed merit during 
their tenures resulting in 
a disaster, he added. 
Aslam Khan noted that 
just three weeks have 
left in the FPCCI elec-
tions but UBG and BMP 
have failed to announce 
their manifesto while 
both groups are facing 
problems to find candi-
dates. 

News Desk/ INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: President, 
Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) 
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan has 
said that the real estate and con-
struction sector has the poten-
tial to uplift the economy and 
put Pakistan on the path of sus-
tainable economic growth, 
therefore, the government 
should further extend PM’s 
construction for another year 
that would attract maximum 
investment to Pakistan and 
bring a revolution in the con-
struction industry. 

This was stated by him while 
addressing as chief guest at the 
inauguration ceremony of 
Asasa Real Estate and Builders 
launched by Ms. Attiya Liaqat 

CEO, the first female entrepre-
neurs who launched a real 
estate company in Gulberg 
Green, Islamabad on Tuesday. 
Ali Nawaz Awan MNA and 
SAPM on CDA Affairs, Sheikh 
Amir Waheed former President 
ICCI, Sardar Tahir Mehmood 
President Federation of 
Realtors, Muhammad Naveed 
Malik former Senior Vice 
President ICCI, Najeeb Malik 
President Gulberg Estate 
Agents Association, former 
MNA Dr. Azhar Jadoon, Ch. 
Nadeem ud Din Gujjar, Irfan 
Mew, Rana Qaiser, Umair 
Khan, Malik Shaher Amir, 
Adeel Chaudhry, Rao Bilal 
Anwar and others were present 
at the occasion.

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said 
that housing demand was on 

the rise in Pakistan due to rap-
idly increasing population as 
the country needed to build 
around 12 million houses per 
year to bridge the huge gap and 
added that extension in con-
struction package for one more 
year would facilitate the con-
struction of more houses across 
the country, especially for the 
low income segments of the 
society. 

He said that over 70 allied 
industries were associated with 
the construction sector and 
boom in construction activities 
would boost the business of 
allied industries besides creat-
ing plenty of new jobs. He said 
that the real estate and con-
struction sector played key 
roles in the economic develop-
ment of a country and the gov-

ernment should provide more 
incentives to this sector for 
achieving better economic 
growth and employment gen-
eration. 

ICCI President congratulated 
Ms. Attiya Liaqat, CEO, Asasa 
Estate and Builders for launch-
ing her career in real estate and 
wished her great success. He 
stressed that the government 
should make more conducive 
policies for economic empower-
ment of women so that they 
could play a more effective role 
in the economic development of 
the country.

Speaking at the occasion, Ali 
Nawaz Awan, MNA and SAPM 
on CDA Affairs said that the 
government has set the econ-
omy in the right direction and 
the country would emerge as a 

Covid-19: 
Pakistan 
reports 

record 89 
deaths cases 
in one day

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
reported 89 coronavirus 
deaths and 2,885 new posi-
tive cases in one day.

According to National 
Command and Control 
Center (NCOC), around 
2,885 cases of coronavirus 
were reported while 89 peo-
ple succumbed to the dis-
ease in the last 24 hours, 
taking the total death toll to 
8,487.

The total number of con-
firmed cases reached to 
423,179.

As many as 370,474 
patients have recovered 
from the disease while 
more than 2,486 reported to 
be in critical condition.

Punjab
After sharp increase in 

the cases, the number of 
patients swelled to 124,191 
in the province. The prov-
ince reported 3,218 corona-
virus causalities.

Sindh
The cases of infection 

have surged to 186,212 in 
the province, the most 
affected region in Pakistan. 
The death toll has reached 
to 3,060 in the province.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
The confirmed cases 

have surged to 50,078 in the 
province while the death 
toll has surged to 1,419 in 
KPK.

Balochistan
There are 17,501 con-

firmed cases while 169 
patients died of the infec-
tion so far.

AJK and Gilgit-Baltistan
There are 7,390 coronavi-

rus cases in the AJK while 
the death toll has reached 
182. On the other hand, 
there are 4,746 cases in GB 
with 98 coronavirus deaths.

Islamabad
There are 33,061 cases in 

the capital city while 341 
people have lost their lives.

There are 33,061 cases in 
the capital city while 341 
people have lost their lives.

PTV fires former captain 
wicketkeeper Rashid Latif 
and seven other employees
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Television Corporation 
(PTV) has sacked eight 
contract employees, 
including its internal ana-
lyst and former Pakistan 
cricket team captain and 
wicketkeeper Rashid 
Latif. 

Latif was working as an 
analyst at Game on High, 
a talk show on PTV Sports 
featuring Dr. Noman 
Niaz. 

Naeem Bukhari, who 
was appointed PTV chair-
man in November, had 
approved the dismissal in 
a meeting with the board 
of directors.

In a notification, the 
channel cited a lack of 
funds to terminate its con-
tracts. It has 3,560 full-
time workers and seeks to 
reduce the number of con-
tract employees.

The Ministry of 
Information and 
Broadcasting also cor-
rected the move. Latif has 

been a regular at PTV 
Sports for many years 
where he also talked about 
cricket with host Dr 
Noman Niaz and many 
other former cricketers. 

According to the dis-
missal order, Latif joined 
PTV in 2016 and was the 
second highest paid 
employee on the list with a 
salary of 950,000. 

The order stated that 
“PTV is less than finan-
cially supported”. 
Payments are not forth-
coming because of PTV 
and already has 5, 3.5 reg-
ular employees.” It further 
said that it was decided to 
drastically reduce the 
number of contract 
employees on higher sala-
ries and therefore recom-
mended the dismissal of 
eight employees, of whom 
Latif is a part. 

Latif has been active on 
YouTube for the past few 
months where he is run-
ning a channel called Kit 
Behand along with Dr. 
Niaz.

LHC issues notices on 
petition against PDM’s 

Lahore rally

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy personal demonstrating beach landing exercise from a Hovercradft at 62nd 
Gwadar Day celebration by Pakistan Navy. INP

Accountability process not 
to stop even opposition 

resigns: Ch. Sarwar
News Desk

LAHORE: Governor 
Punjab Chaudhry 
Mohammad Sarwar has 
said that even if the oppo-
sition fulfills the desire for 
resignations, it will not 
stop the process of account-
ability and the government 
will not go anywhere. This 
wish will not be fulfilled. 
PDM wants to embrace 
political martyrdom 
through political confron-
tation. The government 
has nothing to do with the 
NAB cases against the 
opposition leaders. All 
institutions are independ-
ent.

Talking to a delegation 
led by President PTI 
Central Punjab Ejaz 
Ahmad Chaudhry, which 
called on him at Governor’s 
House, Lahore on Tuesday, 
he said that if any member 
of the opposition would 
resign from anywhere, 
By-elections will be held 
there. Opposition should 
get rid of the idea that their 
resignations will end the 
PTI government. The fact 
is that the government 
under the leadership of 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan will fulfill its consti-
tutional term. Ch. Sarwar 
said that since PTI came to 
power, the opposition par-

ties have been spreading 
negative propaganda but 
they have not succeeded in 
their intentions earlier and 
will not be in the future. If 
they want to resign, we are 
not stopping them. Their 
resignations will be 
accepted according to the 
constitution and by-elec-
tions will be held in rele-
vant constituencies.

He said that the only 
objective of the opposition 
is to stop the process of 
accountability in the coun-
try but the leadership of 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has promised the 
nation that we will rid the 
country of all problems 
including corruption. The 
process of accountability 
will continue in the coun-
try till the last taxable per-
son is brought to justice, he 
added.

Governor Punjab said 
that whatever cases of cor-
ruption are in the court 
against opposition leaders, 
these cases have been filed 
by the parties themselves 
against one another. The 
government has nothing to 
do with these cases and 
NAB’s actions. The govern-
ment is strong and united. 
Elections will be held in 
2023. The opposition 
should also wait for the 
elections.

Inflation, unemployment, 
poverty trademarks of the 

PTI govt: Siraj
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Ameer Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI), Senator Sirajul has said 
that the inflation, unemployment 
and poverty have become the trade-
marks of the PTI government which 
proved itself worst than the previ-
ous regimes. 

Addressing a ceremony in 
Qurtaba City here on Tuesday, he 
said the present and former rulers 
only destroyed the economy and 
institutions and gifted the masses 
with inflation and unemployment. 

Siraj said that the PTI government 
proved itself even worse than the 
previous regimes but the prime 
minister was still making tall claims 
about the performance of his gov-
ernment. In fact, he said, the present 
government had nothing on its 
credit in two and half year but it had 
long list of failures from surrender 
on Kashmir to complete destruction 
of economy. The PTI, he said, badly 
exposed before the masses who 
were no more ready to listen to the 

claims of the prime minister.
The JI Chief said the interest 

based economy was the root of all 
evil and main reason behind the 
inflation and unemployment. The 
country, he said, was freed to make 
it laboratory of Islam but the agents 
of the western powers tried best in 
past 73 year to damage its Islamic 
identity. The ruling elite, he said, 
looted the resources of the country 
and served their self interests.

The JI, Siraj said, had launched a 
full-fledged campaign against the 
anti-people policies of the rulers and 
it was holding a mass rally in 
Gujranwala on December 25 in con-
tinuation of its movement. He said 
the PTI and the PDM were sides of 
the same coin and masses were no 
more ready to trust on them. He said 
the JI believed in green and clean 
Pakistan and it was struggling to 
transform the country into real 
Islamic welfare state. If voted to 
power, he said, the JI would put the 
country on the path of development.  

Three injured as Karachi 
City Court’s balcony 

collapses
News Desk

KARACHI: Three per-
son sustained injuries 
after a portion of the 
Karachi City Court’s 
balcony collapsed on 
Tuesday.

The injured were 
shifted to Dr Ruth Pfau 
Civil Hospital for med-
ical treatment, rescue 
officials said. A car 

parked underneath the 
balcony was also dam-
aged in the incident.

The three injured 
were identified as 
Umair, Saleem and Jan 
Akhtar who had alleg-
edly robbed the Edhi 
Home in 2014, the 
police said, adding 
they were sitting on the 
balcony when it fell off. 

The accused had 

come to the City Court 
to attend the hearing of 
the robbery case.

The suspected rob-
bers had made off with 
cash and jewellery 
worth millions from 
the Edhi Home in 
Kagzi Bazaar, Khar 
adar. The suspected 
robbers had made off 
with cash and jewel-
lery worth millions.

INP NEWS

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC) on Tuesday 
issued notices to the Punjab government and the Lahore 
deputy commissioner to respond to a writ petition seek-
ing a ban on the upcoming rally of the opposition 
Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) in Lahore.

A bench of the high court directed them to furnish 
their response to the petition by Wednesday (Today).

Advocate Nadeem Sarwar moved the petition citing 
the federal government, the National Command and 
Operation Centre (NCOC), PDM, PML-N and PPP, as 
respondents in the petition.

A health emergency has been enforced in the country 
in the wake of coronavirus, the petition said.

The PDM holding protest rallies despite the govern-
ment’s ban on large public meetings, which are causing 
spike in coronavirus cases, according to the petition. 
“The PDM leadership is playing with the lives and health 
of the people,” the petition said.

Petitioner observed that “the educational institutions 
have been closed and other gatherings have been banned 
due to the second wave of COVID-19 pandemic in the 
country.”

Petitioner requested the court to restrain the PDM 
from holding a public rally in Lahore and order legal 
action over violation of the government’s coronavirus 
SOPs.

PESHAWAR: A child vendor displaying handmade decoration stuff on his handcart to attract 
customers’. INP PHOTO

IAG hails Pakistan’s 
commitment for 

eradication of Polio
News Desk/INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Islamic Advisory Group for Polio 
Eradication (IAG) on Tuesday hailed the commitment of 
Pakistan in fight against polio and assured its full sup-
port for complete elimination of this crippling disease 
from the country.

The IAG in its 7th annual meeting held at OIC 
Secretariat at Jeddah, called upon religious leaders and 
influential community leaders in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan to fully support ongoing polio eradication 
efforts and mobilize parents and caregivers to regularly 
vaccinate their children against polio and other vaccine-
preventable diseases.

Held virtually this year, the IAG organized by the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), discussed 
the persistence of polio virus transmission and protect-
ing children from the crippling disease of polio, says a 
fax message received here from Jeddah.

Addressing the meeting, Coordinator of the National 
Emergency Operations Centre, Polio Eradication 
Initiative (PEI), Dr Rana Muhammad Safdar said that 
Pakistan was successfully running its anti-polio drives 
to protect children from the disease.

He said “The government is committed to make 
Pakistan Polio-free. We are determined to close the 
immunity gap in children which had unfortunately wid-
ened because of disruption of essential services due to 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Dr. Rana Muhammad Safdar said, “Ensuring timely 
and repeated vaccination of children is critical for us to 
reduce the immunity gap and protect them against 
polio. I am confident, together we will achieve our target 
of making a safer, healthier and polio-free Pakistan for 
our children.”

“While continuing our efforts to enhance essential 
immunization coverage across, the back-to-back planned 
immunization campaigns are imperative to give quick 
immunity boost to children under the age of five,” he 
added.

Coordinator of the National Emergency Operations 
Centre PEI said “We tried to ensure that no child is 
missed during every national immunization campaign 
aimed to build on successful immunity building efforts. 
It is our national mission and we will continue our 
efforts to reach every child with essential polio vaccine.”

Faisal Sultan urges people 
to follow COVID-19 

precautionary measures
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to Prime Minister on 
National Health Services Dr. Faisal Sultan on Tuesday 
again urged people to strictly follow the precautionary 
measures to contain spread of COVID-19.

Talking to media persons in Islamabad, he said the 
second wave of COVID-19 is getting intensified as 89 
people have died of coronavirus during the last twenty-
four hours.

The Special Assistant said by following the SOPs, 
including wearing of face mask and social distancing, 
we will be able to overcome the second wave as well like 
the first wave.

Meanwhile, Pakistan has reported 89 deaths in the last 
24 hours by novel coronavirus as the number of positive 
cases has surged to 423,179. The nationwide tally of fatal-
ities has jumped to 8,487.

According to the latest figures by the National 
Command and Operation Center (NCOC), 2,885 persons 
tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.

Sindh remains the worst-hit province by the pandemic 
in terms of cases followed by Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Islamabad. Punjab has overtaken 
Sindh in most number of casualties.

Till now 186,212 coronavirus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 124,191 in Punjab, 50,078 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 33,061 in Islamabad, 17,501 in Balochistan, 
7,390 in Azad Kashmir and 4,746 in Gilgit-Baltistan.

Morality, human rights 
essential components of 

every religion: Aijaz Alam
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Human Rights and 
Minority Affairs (HR&MA), Aijaz Alam Augustine has 
said that morality and human rights are an essential 
component of every religion and today’s gathering will 
spread the message of unity and harmony among the 
nation. He said the Qur’an Pak and the Bible share a com-
mon message of love and peace, people of all faiths must 
work together to promote religious harmony among the 
nation. 

The provincial minister said that upcoming Human 
Rights Day reminds us to perform proactive role to safe-
guard the rights of everyone and Pakistan can become an 
example of love, sacrifice and justified distribution of 
wealth if religious scholars promote the message of the 
Holy Prophet (PBUH). He said that Ulema and Mashaikh 
have a very great responsibility to improve the destiny of 
the nation and the role of religious scholars in eliminating 
religious hatred cannot be ignored. 

He expressed these views in a gathering of different reli-
gious scholar at camp office of Human Rights department 
in connection with upcoming international human rights day 
on Tuesday. Secretary HR Ndemm-u-Rehman, Ulema belong-
ing to different schools of thought and different religious 
scholars were present on the occasion. All the religious schol-
ars acknowledged the teachings of Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) and promised to promote religious harmony and 
peace among the nation. In his address, Aijaz Alam said that 
today’s spiritual gathering will spread the message of unity 
and harmony and we have to work together to make 
Pakistan welfare state as per thoughts of Quaid-e-Azam and 
Allama Iqbal. Other speakers also expressed their views and 
agreed upon that joint national narrative.


