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Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The Federal Minister 
for Railways, Sheikh Rasheed 
Ahmed on Thursday said the 
Afghan town Spin Boldak would 
be linked with Chaman through 
railway track. Addressing a 
press conference, Sheikh 
Rasheed said the laying of rail-
way track would address the 
problems of people living on 
both sides of the border.

The Railway minister 
informed that Chaman-
passenger train would be 
handed over to a private sector 

to improve its performance. 
Pakistan and Afghanistan had 
earlier agreed to lay down rail-
way track between Chaman and 
Afghan town Spin Boldak.

Chaman-Spin Boldak rail-
way track 

“This will help connectivity”, 
the minister mentioned. He 
said the railway track from 
Peshawar to Karachi was being 
laid down to address the prob-
lems of the masses. This will 
help open new vistas of devel-
opment and prosperity in the 
country, he mentioned. 

About the prevailing politi-

cal situation in the country, 
Sheikh Rasheed said the pre-
sent government would com-
plete its tenure. “PM Imran 
Khan will complete his tenure”, 
the country’s vocal minister 
said.

Opposition parties playing a 
dangerous game

He said the opposition politi-
cal parties were playing a dan-
gerous game under the cover of 
the slogan “respect the vote”. 
“This means to push the voter 
towards the wall and respect 
the vote”, he added.

Sheikh Rasheed said the nar-

rative against the military was 
condemnable and its perpetra-
tors should be questioned. 
“Military has sacrificed for the 
stability of the country”, the 
minister stated. The railways’ 
minister said the opposition’s 
politics was dying and now 
they were hatching conspira-
cies against the institutions to 
be alive.

“Masses support this govern-
ment”, he said. Yes, Chaudhary 
brothers visited and met 
Shehbaz Sharif to express con-
dolence over the demise of his 
mother, he informed.

Spin Boldak Chaman to be 
connected through railway: 

Sheikh Rasheed
LHC 

summons 
Punjab CM 

Usman 
Buzdar on 

Dec 15
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab Chief 
Minister Usman Buzdar on 
Thursday has been sum-
moned by the Lahore High 
Court (LHC) in a case 
related to delay perma-
nency of assistant director 
in land record department.

Justice Shujaat Ali Khan 
heard the petition of an 
assistant director of the 
Punjab Land Records 
Authority who moved to 
the LHC for not making 
him a permanent 
employee. A senior mem-
ber of the Punjab board of 
revenue has also appeared 
in the hearing.

The petitioner said that 
the provincial government 
has not issued orders for 
the permanency of the 
assistant director of Punjab 
Land Records Authority 
despite the court orders.

The LHC judge directed 
Punjab CM Usman Buzdar 
and provincial chief secre-
tary to appear in the next 

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of the State of Kuwait To Pakistan, Nassar 
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi called on Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood 

Qureshi at Ministry Of Foreign Affairs. INP PHOTO

3 Women Murdered 
In Naseerabad

From Our Correspondent

NASEERABAD: Three women murdered in a firing inci-
dent in Balochistan’s Naseerabad district in the wee 
hours of Thursday. An accused identified as Karim killed 
his wife, mother-in-law, and sister-in-law in Dera Murad 
Jamali Domki Mohalla, Abdul Hayee Baloch, the Senior 
Superintendent of Police (SSP) Naseerabad told Quetta 
Voice via telephone.

The wife of Karim Bakhsh had filed a divorce case 
against her husband, Mr. Baloch said. “She was living 
with her parents for last 20 days”, he informed. The 
accused opened fire and killed all three women. All the 
victims breathed their last on the spot, police said. The 
dead bodies shifted to district headquarters hospital 
Naseerabad for postmortem.

“We have conducted raids at the residence of the 
accused”, Abdul Hayee Baloch informed. He said the 
accused and his facilitators would be brought to justice 
soon.

FIR registered against the accused involved in the 
cold-blooded murder of women 

Police also lodged an FIR against the accused and 
started an investigation into the incident. Sikandar 
Umrani, the Station House Officer (SHO) Naseerabad 
along with a police party reached the spot and collected 
evidence from the spot.

In Naseerabad and Jaffarabad districts of Balochistan, 
killings of women in the name of ‘honor’ during the last 
three decades. Civil society and human rights groups 
have expressed a concerned voice over such incidents. 
This year, incidents of domestic violence and honor kill-
ings have increased in Balochistan as compared to the 
past. Women and human rights activists have demanded 
of the government to bring an end to impunity in such 
cases and bring the perpetrators to book.

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) on Thursday failed to file supple-
mentary reference in money laundering case that 
caused Rs25bn loss to the Sindh Bank.

Former director Sindh Bank, Bilal Sheikh 
appeared before the court of AC Judge Azam 
Khan. During the hearing, the NAB prosecutor 
sought more time for filing supplementary refer-
ence in the case.

Later, the court adjourned the hearing of the 
case after giving time to the NAB until January 5 
to file supplementary reference.

On June 10, NAB had arrested President Sindh 
Bank Tariq Ahsan and Bilal Sheikh in a fake bank 
accounts case.

The NAB Rawalpindi arrested accused Bilal 
Sheikh, ex-president Sindh Bank, Tariq Ahsan, 
president Sindh Bank and Nadeem Altaf, execu-
tive vice president Sindh bank involved in corrup-
tion and awarding loans to Omni group through 
illegal means.

The three accused have awarded illegal loans of 
worth Rs 1.8 billion to beenami companies of 
Omni group, said sources.

Former president of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari, 
his sister and 32 other accused are facing charges 
of laundering more than Rs35 billion through 
fake bank accounts.

Zardari’s close aides Hussain Lawai and Anwar 
Majeed have also been nominated in the scam. 
They both are in judicial custody. Zardari’s close 
aides Hussain Lawai and Anwar Majeed have 
also been nominated in the scam. 

NAB fails to file 
supplementary reference 

in Sindh Bank case

2 Coal Miners die 9 
injured in mine blast 
in Mach Balochistan

Imran Sumalani 

MACH: 2 coal miners died and 9 injured in a mine blast 
in Balochistan’s Mach area on Thursday evening. The 
miners were working deep inside the mine when the 
methane gas caused a huge blast, levies sources said.

The powerful blast left 2 miners dead and 9 injured, 
they said. The injured coal miners rushed to a nearby 
hospital for medical treatment. Dozens of the coal min-
ers were busy extracting coal from a private mine when 
the blast happened, Levies said. “The laborers retrieved 
the dead bodies on their own”, Sher Zaman, a coal mine 
contractor said. He said the laborers were working deep 
inside the mine when tragedy struck. The affected mine 
sealed in the aftermath of the blast.

The dead bodies of the victims also shifted to the hos-

pital. The hapless coal miner belonged to the ethnic 
Hazara community of Afghanistan.

Hazardous working conditions have claimed scores of 
human lives in Balochistan

In Balochistan, hazardous working conditions inside 
coal mines have claimed scores of precious human lives. 
The coal companies appeared to be least bothered about 
the plight of coal miners. Incidents of methane gas blasts 
and other incidents are on a constant rise in Mach, Bolan, 
Harnai, Dukki, Sorange, Quetta, and other parts of 
Balochistan. Despite repeated attempts, the Quetta Voice 
was not able to speak to the officials of the mines and 
minerals department Balochistan.

Zafarullah 
Jamali laid 
to rest in 
Rojhan 
Jamali 

Balochistan
Ayub Bhutto 

JAFFARABAD: Former 
Prime Minister, Mir 
Zafarullah Khan Jamali 
laid to rest in his ancestral 
town of Rojhan Jamali on 
Thursday. Scores of people 
belonging to various walks 
of life participated in the 
funeral of the former pre-
mier.

The former PM breathed 
his last on Wednesday 
evening at a hospital in 
Rawalpindi. Late Jamali 
admitted to the hospital 
after his condition deterio-
rated the other day. For 
three days, Zafarullah 
Jamali was on a ventilator, 
Senator Sana Jamali said.

Strict measures adopted 
during the funeral prayer 
of the former prime minis-
ter of Pakistan.

Punjab DCs 
directed to 

inspect 
sugar mills 
to check ‘off 

the book’ 
purchases

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Sugar mills in 
Punjab are purchasing 
sugarcane from the grow-
ers on ‘off the book’ by vio-
lating the rules and regula-
tions, sources said. 

Sources privy to the 
development said that the 
cane commissioner Punjab 
has directed the deputy 
commissioners of all the 
districts to inspect the sug-
arcane procurement being 
carried out by the sugar 
mills in their respective 
localities to snub the prac-
tice of ‘off the book’ pur-
chase.

“The ‘off the book’ pur-
chases will harm the pro-
vincial government finan-
cially”, the sources added.

Some growers complain 
‘off the book’ purchases by 
the sugar millers or mid-
dlemen despite clear cut 
directives by the provin-
cial government for keep-
ing the accounts of all the 
sale and purchase.

The cane commissioner 
has directed to take legal 
action against the millers 
violating the Punjab Sugar 
Factories Act 1950.

The government has 
fixed the minimum price 
for a maund of sugarcane 
at Rs200 for the current 
crushing season.

QUETTA: The Federal Minister for Railways, Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed is addressing a press conference in Quetta: Photo 
Quetta Voice

Nation to observe 
Yaum-e-Dua 

tomorrow: President
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi has 
announced that the nation will observe Yaum-e-
Dua on Friday to pray to Almighty Allah for pro-
tection against Coronavirus pandemic.

Speaking after an interaction with ulema in 
Islamabad on Thursday, he said a strategy of com-
bination of prayers, precautionary measures, and 
taking care of the weak segment of the society 
will be pursued in the second wave of COVID-19. 

He said Pakistan remained successful in con-
trolling the pandemic in its first wave.

The President appealed to masses to strictly 
adhere to the standard operating procedures to 
check surge of the pandemic. He said ulema have 
an important role for spreading awareness about 
precautionary measures. He said they have also 
agreed to play their effective role in this regard.

The President said ulema have reaffirmed to 
the SOPs issued for mosques on April 17. He said 
the ulema observed that politicians also need to 
demonstrate unity against the pandemic and 
postpone their public gatherings.

The President also urged the media to enhance 
its role for spreading awareness among people 
about SOPs against the pandemic.

PPP demands probe 
into LNG scandal

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The spokesman to the Pakistan Peoples 
Party Chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Senator 
Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar, has said that the LNG scandal 
is an example of the incapability of this selected govern-
ment and its corruption. 

Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar in a statement in Islamabad 
said, the nation lost 36 billion rupees just by delay in pro-
curement of LNG this winter. During the last 2 years 
Pakistan lost 122 billion rupees due to mismanagement, 
corruption and incapacity of this puppet government, he 
deplored.

He demanded transparent probe into this LNG scan-
dal. He said that it should be investigated that who is 
responsible for this loss to the national exchequer. He 
said that the nation has a right to know that who has ren-
dered this loss to the country and who in the govern-
ment is responsible for this mega-corruption. 

Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar said that it was ironic that 
NAB is unable to spot such mega corruption. He said 
that accountability and NAB in Pakistan is a farce and 
only a tool of the selected government to victimize.

Pakistan has exposed 
Indian state sponsorship 
of terrorism in dossier: 

DG ISPR
News Desk/INP NEWS

RAWALPINDI: The 
Director-General of Inter-
Services Public Relations 
(DG-ISPR) Major General 
Babar Iftikhar has said that 
Pakistan has exposed 
Indian state sponsorship of 
terrorism in its dossier 
containing incontroverti-
ble evidence.

In a media interview, he 
said that Pakistan’s dossier 
containing irrefutable evi-
dence of India’s sponsor-
ship of terrorism in 
Pakistan has exposed New 
Delhi’s nefarious designs 
at the international level.

Responding to a ques-
tion about how the world 
reacted after his [DG ISPR] 
joint presser along with 
Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi about 
Indian involvement in ter-
rorism in Pakistan, he 
replied, “After Pakistan’s 
dossier, the world now is 
openly talking about 
India’s sponsorship of ter-
rorism in Pakistan.”

The dossier also contains 
details of rights violations 
by the Indian government 
in the occupied Kashmir., 
the DG ISPR said and 
added that New Delhi is on 
the back foot after August 
5, 2019.

He said that a copy of the 
dossier was also submitted 
to the office of the United 
Nations Secretary 
General’s office.

Responding to a query 
related to the security 
threats for China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
from India, he said that 
Indians have openly said 
that they won’t let CPEC 
projects to be completed on 
the time.

Major General Iftikhar 
said that CPEC is the target 
of the enemies of Pakistan 
as it is a game-changer pro-
ject for Islamabad and the 
entire region.

India formed an anti-
CPEC cell which is directly 
reporting to Indian PM 
Narendra Modi, to destabi-
lize the mega projects, DG 
ISPR maintained.

Replying to another 
question about Afghan soil 
being used in terrorism in 
Pakistan and targeting 
CPEC, Major General 
Babar Iftikhar said that, 
Islamabad has been talking 
with the Afghan leadership 
about the issue.

Due to the capacity 
issues of the Afghan gov-
ernment, Pakistan does not 
blame Kabul much for use 
of its soil in terror activities 
in Pakistan.

“India using Afghan soil 
to target CPEC, New Delhi 
patronizing terrorists.” 
The DG ISPR said that 
Pakistan is fully capable 
and prepared to defend 
CPEC and national secu-
rity.

Our Chinese partners 
are also happy with the 
security steps placed by 
Pakistan for the labour and 
companies working on the 
CPEC projects.

The DG ISPR said that a 
special division has been 
raised for the protection of 
CPEC projects and eight to 
nine regular regiments are 
also deployed to protect the 
economic corridor.

On occupied Kashmir’s 
plight, Major General Babar 
Iftikhar said that India 
linking Kashmiris fight for 
freedom with Pakistan to 
distract the world’s atten-
tion from the IIOJK.

The recent declaration of 
the Organisation of the 
Islamic Organisation (OIC) 
has supported Pakistan’s 
stance over occupied 
Kashmir that India is car-
rying out worst right viola-
tions in the valley.

The DG ISPR said 
Pakistan always tried to 
settle its dispute with India 
through dialogue, but 
India always walked away.

PM to address UNGA 
special session on 

corona virus Today
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan will address 
a two-day special session of the UN General Assembly 
on Friday on the response to corona virus epidemics.

According to the list of speakers, 141 speakers have 
been written here, including 53 heads of state, 39 heads 
of government, 4 deputy prime ministers and 38 minis-
ters.

He will address the meeting via pre-recorded videos.
The Prime Minister’s speech will be broadcast at 

around 3 am.



Friday November, 04, 2020 DAILY QUETTA VOICE Page# 02

Violence, Women, 
and Balochistan

Incidents of violence against 
women including murder, ‘honor’ 
killings, rape, and domestic vio-
lence are on a constant rise in 
Balochistan, Pakistan’s least devel-
oped province. The statistics shared 
by the Aurat Foundation (AF) and 
other non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) have sent alarm bells 
across the country.
AF and other NGOs at a news con-
ference in Quetta revealed that 38 
women murdered during the last 
nine months in Balochistan. They 
mentioned that 69 violent acts 
against women reported across the 
province during this period. 14 
women and 8 men also murdered 
in the name of ‘honor’ in 
Balochistan.
True figures of violent attacks and 
murders of women in this regard 
can be much higher than what is 
quoted by the AF, other NGOs. In 
Balochistan, most of the cases of 
violence against women go unno-
ticed owing to tribal taboos and 
poor governance. In most of the 
cases, the murderers are still at 
large. Impunity in such cases 
appears to be one of the underlying 
reasons behind increasing acts of 
violence against women.
The government functionaries have 
no data that how many accused 
have been punished, convicted, and 
acquitted in such cases. Poor prose-
cution, an investigation by police/
Levies are also the main reasons 
behind the rise in such cases.
Although, 16-days of activism in 
terms of preventing and reporting 
violence against women have been 
announced. But, practically, the 
majority of the women are unaware 
of such initiatives since women in 
this sparsely populated province 
are deprived of education.
To be precise, women are deprived 
of social, political, cultural, and 
economic rights in most parts of 
Balochistan. The provincial gov-
ernment has recently adopted a 
women empowerment bill to grant 
the above-mentioned powers to 
women. However, bills and words 
need to be followed by action.
Overall, the women segment of 
society remained the worst suffer-
ers of poverty, illiteracy, unemploy-
ment, and law order situation. 
According to statistics of the 
Balochistan education department, 
over 1m children are out of schools 
currently. Most of the out of 
schools children comprise of 
minor girls.
The provincial government thus 
deserves to be appreciated for 
announcing stipend for girls stu-
dents in the province to boost 
female literacy. Moreover, the 
announcement needs to be 
matched by action.

Zainab Nazir

Isolated and sedated in a pale 
room with oxygen tanks, strug-
gling with a life-limiting ill-
ness with a swarm of beeping 
monitors and vibrating devices, 
supplemental oxygen, unrec-
ognisable faces in masks, along 
with a sense of frustration and 
bereavement. The shadow of 
Covid-19 had loomed over my 
own world as my father had 
tested positive for the deadly 
coronavirus during the first 
wave. It was devastating.

The world since then has 
gone through an irreversible 
change. The reigning pan-
demic has shaped the lives of 
people around the world. Once 
again, Covid-19 infection rates 
are rising along with the rate of 
deaths from the virus. The 
resurgence of the contagious 
disease is bringing with it the 
fear of more drastic restrictions 
on our freedoms. Health 
authorities in Pakistan are bat-
tling hard to resist the deadly 
virus that has refused to die 

down completely. We are past 
the peak of this lethal disease. 
The second wave of Covid-19 
has hit the Pakistani popula-
tion hard and its hospitals 
harder. The ground realities of 
the first wave of the virus had 
shown that the admission 
capacity of public hospitals in 
the country is very limited. On 
the other hand, private hospi-
tals have proved to be no less 
than business ventures, despite 
the capability to handle 
patients.

The coronavirus has changed 
our values and relations. The 
trauma to families — while dif-
ficult to measure — is immense, 
and the absence of loved ones is 
making things worse for 
patients and their doctors. 
Those down with Covid-19 
have to fight their battle alone 
and they often meet their end 
alone. Family members have 
missed out on the opportunity 
to provide comfort to the dying 
individuals, to sit with them at 
their bedside, and to say good-
bye. Every other night it seems 

like we bid farewell to our loved 
ones. The truth is that no one 
can stop their dear ones from 
departing. Moreover, unfortu-
nately, the family of a person 
who died of Covid-19 experi-
ences stigma, as people avoid 
them for fear of themselves 
being exposed to the virus. 
While precaution is necessary, 
the coronavirus has surely 
snatched away the right to 
grieve over the loss of our 
deceased.

Fortunately in the case of my 
father, he ended up beating all 
the odds and surviving the 
virus. After fighting for 14 long 
days in the Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU), he recovered and was 
tested negative. However, those 
two weeks were incredibly dif-
ficult to get by as we struggled 
with mixed feelings of panic 
when seeing the news head-
lines, along with moments of 
hope and resilience, despite the 
uncertainty.

We all should be prepared to 
fight the virus and defeat it. 
Every time one thinks of going 

out just out of boredom, one 
should step back and re-think 
his/her decision. Every shop-
ping trip, a casual meet and 
greet with family and friends 
should be thought over care-
fully. Every time one plans to 
visit a sick person with under-
lying and suspected symptoms 
of Covid-19, one should think 
over the risk and postpone it. 
One may think that the virus 
can be outsmarted and a vaca-
tion abroad can be easily exe-
cuted. Or that one can get away 
without wearing a mask. Every 
time you choose to not socially 
distance yourself, you put your-
self and those around you at 
risk.

This is the second wave, and 
we expect ourselves to be wiser, 
more cautious, more vigilant 
and better prepared than the 
first time. We need to follow the 
prescribed SOPs and keep our-
selves indoors as much as pos-
sible. We have to be our own 
guards and we have to flatten 
the curve with as much persis-
tence as the last time.

Governance and service delivery
Syed Akhtar Ali Shah

The bottom line of all the mani-
festos has been the assurance 
of good governance

Good governance is all about 
service delivery in an efficient 
and effective manner, mostly 
centring around food security, 
provision of potable water, 
healthcare service, housing 
and civic amenities. Even 
though both civil and military 
rulers have been harping upon 
governance reform, this has 
remained a distant dream for 
the majority of the Pakistanis. 
Let’s assess the commitments 
of our rulers over the years by 
having a glance on their 
speeches and manifestos.

PTI had claimed to establish 
a just and equitable society by 
ensuring an egalitarian rule of 
law, economic justice, meritoc-
racy and transparency. It prom-
ised a social security network, 
particularly for the marginal-
ised section of society; a just 
order wherein lies equal oppor-
tunities of health and educa-
tion for all; security of life and 
property; and an overhaul of 
the rotten system. In short, a 
Naya Pakistan was encapsu-
lated to the people of Pakistan.

Saying no to Praetorianism 
and laying emphasis on peo-
ple’s power, PML-N promised 
to focus on governance; social 
development; educational and 
health facilities; empowerment 
of the people by improving 
their quality of life and making 
them an engine of national 
development. They also 
boasted of achieving measura-

ble targets in the realm of ter-
rorism, energy and economy, 
such as the addition of 
11,000MW to the national grid; 
achieving an annual growth 
rate of 5.8% in 2017-18; bringing 
the inflation rate below 4%: and 
carrying out infrastructural 
development under CPEC. 
They also assured good gov-
ernance.

With peace, progress and 
prosperity as the central theme, 
PPP claimed to be champion-
ing the cause of the downtrod-
den; protecting the weaker sec-
tion of the population; and 
empowering the underprivi-
leged. The party promised to 
focus on social justice through 
social welfare schemes, with a 
focus on freeing people from 
hunger and helplessness; open-
ing new avenues with a special 
emphasis on the youth, guar-
anteeing a one-year internship 
programme to control unem-
ployment; calling for establish-
ing a system of economic jus-
tice; strengthening democracy; 
mainstreaming women; 
empowering and protecting 
minorities; and ensuring rights 
and securing peace for the peo-
ple; enhancing social security 
by expanding the Benazir 
Income Support Programme 
(BISP), with a promise of pro-
viding the Benazir Kisan Cards 
under ‘Zarai Inquilab’.

The bottom line of all the 
manifestos has been the assur-
ance of good governance. The 
governments of the day are 
being elected on the basis of 
their election promises and 
manifesto, and are then 

assessed on measurable tar-
gets.

All said and done, the obvi-
ous question is: despite claims 
of improved economic indica-
tors, has the trickledown effect 
ever reached the common man?

Analysed under the 
factsheets of UNDP and ADB, 
the stark reality in the words of 
Dr Mahbubul Haq is that there 
is an island of prosperity in an 
ocean of poverty. The bitter fact 
is that the 24.3% population 
still lives below the poverty 
line; and only 2.3% of the popu-
lation has the purchasing 
power parity per day of below 
$1.90, according to 2019 statis-
tics. For every 1,000 people 
born in Pakistan around 69 die 
before their fifth birthday, and 
the unemployment rate is 
around 4.5%. According to the 
UNDP Human Development 
Index, Pakistan is placed at 152 
out of 189 counties and is rated 
at medium development. 
Pakistan is lagging behind 
India and Bangladesh in terms 
of HDI. Pakistan’s 2018 HDI of 
0.560 is below the average of 
0.634 for countries in the 
medium human development. 
India and Bangladesh stand at 
135 and 129 respectively. 
Pakistan is 13% below the aver-
age HDI of South Asia.

The life expectancy in 
Pakistan was 67.1 years and 
average years of schooling 8.5 
years in 2018 while life expec-
tancy in Bangladesh was 72 
years. Comparative inequality 
adjusted human development 
was also low in Pakistan. The 
multidimensional poverty 

index indicates that there are 
541 million poor in South Asia 
and 75 million or nearly 14% of 
them live in Pakistan. Besides, 
an eminent economic expert Dr 
Ayesha is of the view that 74 
million deprived Pakistanis 
cannot be lifted out of poverty 
through targeted interventions 
by the government. According 
to the study, only around 20% 
of the population of Pakistan 
has access to safe drinking 
water. Even a city like 
Islamabad faces lack of civic 
amenities such as the provision 
of gas, electricity and water, as 
well as sewerage lines. Besides, 
there is absence of a dispen-
sary, school and a post office in 
certain areas. Dilapidated 
roads, lack of waste manage-
ment, encroachment and envi-
ronmental degradation are also 
among the lingering issues.

In this context, the most 
alarming news is that Pakistan 
was on the path of progress 
from 2000 to 2015 but its pro-
gress has scaled down after-
wards.

The upshot of all the discus-
sion is that we are lagging 
behind in social development, 
with people even deprived of 
basic necessities of life. In short, 
a majority of the people do not 
have “freedom of choices”. The 
situation requires reappraisal 
of the whole polices and 
resource allocations for social 
development through a cut in 
expenditure in other areas. If 
these issues are not catered to, 
we may not be too long away 
from a public revolution.

Joe Biden and the Afghan conundrum
Inam Ul Haque

Afghans remain apprehensive 
that US is tired of the war as the 
issue never surfaced during 
presidential debates

The longest conflict in the 
United States’ military history, 
in Afghanistan, is in its 20th 
year with no end in sight. Joe 
Biden’s administration prom-
ises an institutional approach 
towards this decades-old US 
military involvement. As cited 
previously, the president-elect 
has supported and opposed US 
foreign military interventions. 
While supporting overseas 
employment of forces, he 
favours a lighter footprint and 
narrow objectives disliking 
nation-building. Opposed to 
unilateralism, Biden has pre-
ferred working through diplo-
macy, alliances and interna-
tional institutions. He is an 
advocate of the “counterterror-
ism plus” strategy; using small 
Special Forces teams under an 
agile air cover to fight terrorists 
abroad.

It would be interesting to see 
how the above operative frame-
work resolves the Afghan 
conundrum especially in the 
backdrop of US domestic poli-
tics, the US-Taliban peace deal, 
the shenanigans of Ashraf 
Ghani and his cabal and the 
interests of regional players.

Firstly, the US domestic poli-
tics. On August 21, 2017, 
President Trump outlined his 
Afghanistan policy. He prom-
ised an open-ended military 
commitment shifting to a ‘con-
ditions-based’ withdrawal 
rather than a ‘time-based’ 
approach to prevent recurrence 
of “a vacuum for terrorists”. He 
promised to loosen rules of 
engagement that subsequently 
caused civilian casualties. He 
invited India for a greater role 
in Afghanistan rebuilding and 
rebuked Pakistan for harbour-
ing militants. Ironically, after 
rejecting a political settlement 
with the Taliban initially, he 
eventually signed the truce 
deal with them this February.

Afghan officials remain 

apprehensive that Americans 
are tired of the war as the issue 
never surfaced during presi-
dential debates. Biden is on 
record to profess ending “for-
ever wars” as he wrote in 
Foreign Affairs earlier this 
year. As vice-president, Mr 
Biden opposed the Obama era 
‘surge’ (2009), citing the politi-
cal unsustainability of the 
Afghan conflict. He may, there-
fore, keep a truncated counter-
terrorism contingent of around 
2,000 troops (NATO has some 
7,000 troops); the much touted 
‘orderly and condition-based 
withdrawal’ notwithstanding. 
President Trump has already 
ordered to halve the current 
4,500 US force levels by end of 
January 2021, fulfilling his 
campaign promise and in keep-
ing with the aspirations of his 
base that comprises a sizeable 
number of veterans.

Secondly, the US-Taliban 
peace deal. This agreement is 
under stress not because of the 
Taliban but because too many 
in the US-Afghan camp want it 
to fail. There is no agreement 
on the mechanism and agenda 
of the intra-Afghan dialogue in 
Doha that was to decide power-
sharing and lead towards a 
durable ceasefire after an ini-
tial reduction in violence. The 
Taliban, contrary to Western/
Afghan government iterations, 
would not concede a ceasefire 
without a clear, irreversible 
and pragmatic power-sharing 
arrangement that reflects reali-
ties on the battlefield. Issues 
like the Afghan Constitution, 
women/minority rights, etc. 
for them are ignorable niceties 
for another time.

Thirdly, Ghani officials want 
Mr Biden to pressure the 
Taliban to proffer protection 
guarantees to them, as articu-
lated by Afghanistan’s Second 
Vice President Sarwar Danesh. 
In collaboration with some US 
officials and the Washington 
Beltway community of defence 
contractors, they argue that a 
near complete withdrawal of 
US forces would precipitate 
NATO forces to also leave, 

besides sharp reduction in the 
US/other international civilian 
presence drying up external 
economic and security assis-
tance to Afghanistan.

They contend; the Kabul 
regime will lose influence and 
legitimacy and power would 
move from the Centre to the 
periphery causing re-emer-
gence of regional militias and 
local warlords. This — they 
think — may result in regional 
players supporting rival claim-
ants to power; and the Taliban 
would lose interest in negotiat-
ing peace. Afghanistan — they 
argue — may likely descend 
into a wider civil war, if the 
Taliban take over and control 
over territory is contested. In 
this scenario, civilian deaths 
and refugee flows would 
sharply rise. This line of think-
ing suggests, groups including 
Al Qaeda and the Islamic State 
(IS) would be the ultimate ben-
eficiaries… in a full turn of 
events.

All these fears, including the 
drying up of international 
assistance, are ill-founded as 
the Taliban, even now, control 
most of the rural territory, run 
a shadow government, collect 
taxes, dominate the night and 
are a bulwark against the IS; as 
demonstrated by their success-
ful operations in March 2020 to 
dislodge the IS from Kunar and 
surrounding areas. And if over 
150,000 troops from some 50 
most powerful countries (2011) 
for over two decades could not 
stabilise Afghanistan; a hand-
ful of around 2,000 troops can 
hardly make an impression. 
And the regime in Kabul stands 
on artificial and temporary 
moorings as president-elect is 
in no mood to extend a blank 
cheque and blanket cover 
towards it any more.

Mr Biden knows Afghanistan, 
visiting it numerous times as 
senator nurturing friendships 
and chasms. He and President 
Ghani have long been friendly, 
but Biden has a history of ten-
sion with other important 
Afghan leaders like former 
president Hamid Karzai.

Lastly, the Afghan neigh-
bourhood. Afghanistan is poor 
and weak, with rather richer 
and more powerful neigh-
bours, affected by civil strife in 
Afghanistan. However, the US 
is at loggerheads with most-
important Afghan neighbours 
and other regional powers, 
once supportive of the 
American-led intervention and 
consequent political dispensa-
tion in Kabul. Almost all US aid 
to Pakistan has dried up; Iran is 
heavily sanctioned and in a 
state of a quasi-war after the 
brazen killing of its nuclear sci-
entist; Russia is under mount-
ing American sanctions; and 
America is in a trade war with 
China.

In the foreseeable scenario, 
Pakistan would and should 
hedge its bets by becoming 
more open in backing the 
Taliban… the apparent succes-
sors to power. PM Imran Khan’s 
recent journey to Kabul is con-
sidered ill-advised and ill-
timed. Ghani stands on foreign 
legs and would be swept away 
by Taliban tidal waves in a mat-
ter of time. Secondly, even if the 
trip was to be taken, the PM 
should have waited for the new 
US administration to take over 
and enunciate its position.

Since 2001, Russia and Iran 
have generally remained sup-
portive of the Kabul govern-
ment, however, in recent years, 
they too have provided limited 
aid to the Taliban as a hedge. 
Both these countries along with 
India and Uzbekistan have a 
history of supporting Tajik, 
Uzbek, and Hazara warlords. 
China is also maintaining 
robust links with the Taliban. 
Even Afghan politicians seek 
Taliban patronage as a hedge.

So president-elect Biden will 
deal with a knotty Afghanistan. 
US domestic compulsions, 
Covid-ravaged economy, peace 
with the Taliban, an irate Ghani 
and curtailed leverages with 
regional players will throw 
seemingly intractable chal-
lenges at him. In all this, 
Zalmay Khalilzad may keep 
his job.

Horrors of Covid-19



Friday December, 04, 2020 DAILY QUETTA VOICE Page# 03

KARACHI: A view of destroy house after gas cylinder explosion, killing a child and seven others injured.  The police said that the child was eight 
years old.   The injured were identified as 14-year-old Unzela, five-year-old Faisal, 40-year-old Adil, 18-year-old Nausheen, 18-year-old Saba 

and nine-year-old Saifulllah. INP PHOTO

ISLAMABAD: Participant presenting their presentation during a seminar on “World Antibiotic 
Awareness Week”  organized by Kalsum International Hospital. INP PHOTO

Sister shot dead at her 
mehndi for land

INP NEWS

HAFIZABAD: In a horren-
dous act, a man shot dead 
his sister in Hafizabad as 
she was attending the 
mehndi ceremony a day 
before her wedding over a 
property dispute, on 
Thursday.

The murder was com-
mitted Wednesday night 
when the accused, 
Muhammad Ali, opened 
fire at Sajida, 25, who died 
on the spot. But it didn’t 
stop there as he targeted 
the other sister, Sharifan 
Bibi, too as she tried to run 
away to save her life.

Sharifan, 29, received 
bullet wounds just below 
her head and in the back. 

She is currently in critical 
condition and being 
treated at Mayo Hospital of 
Lahore.

Sharing the background 
of this ghastly murder, the 
relatives say the two sisters 
had four acres of land each 
in their name and the 
brother was against the 
very idea of Sajida getting 
married as he wanted to 
grab their share of the 
inheritance.

On the other hand, Riaz 
Sipra – the area SHO – said 
all the four brothers were 
unhappy with the mar-
riage and they had fled 
after committing the 
crime. However, he added 
that the police conducting 
raids for their arrest.

INP NEWS

SIALKOT: The Pakistan’s two 
major value-added export-
oriented bodies of the apparel 
sector have welcomed Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s visit 
to Sialkot on Dec 9, saying the 
plan indicates that the gov-
ernment accords great impor-
tance to business community 
and making full efforts to 
boost economic growth in the 
country.

PRGMEA Central 
Chairman Sohail A. Sheikh, 
Chief Coordinator Ijaz 
Khokhar and PHMA zonal 
chairman Faizal Mehboob 
Sheikh, said that the two 
apparel sector’s associations, 
representing export share of 
$6 billion across the country 
and creating direct and indi-
rect jobs of around 25 million, 
are finalizing a joint presen-
tation to be shared with the 

PM during his meeting with 
the business community of 
this vital economic and 
industrial hub. 

Pakistan Readymade 
Garments Manufacturers & 
Exporters Association central 
chairman Sohail A. Sheikh 
said that the PM visit to 
Sialkot points out that he has 
accepted a long demand of 
PRGMEA, taking the owner-
ship of export sector at a cru-
cial time when export orders 
are diverting from India, 
China and Vietnam to 
Pakistan amidst global pan-
demic. This is the time to 
grab this huge opportunity of 
lifting exports, he added. 

“We appreciate that with a 
view to facilitate exports, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has already approved the for-
mation of the National Export 
Development Board. The 
board will be headed by the 

Prime Minister himself 
under the Strategic Trade 
Policy Framework 2020-25, 
holding its meetings monthly 
where all the issues relating 
to Pakistan’s export will be 
discussed,” he said. “But our 
demand is to also take SMEs 
onboard through this plat-
form, as they are the back-
bone of the economy and rep-
resent more than 90 percent 
of the industry of Pakistan,” 
he added.

Sohail A. Sheikh said that 
Sialkot has been contributing 
almost 10 percent to 
Pakistan’s total exports with 
annual exports of $2.5 billion. 

He pledged that value-
added textile industry was 
ready to work closely with 
the government with a view 
to enhance the exports and 
revive the growth momen-
tum.

Chief Coordinator Ijaz 

Khokhar added that the share 
of exports would be further 
enhanced to improve 
Pakistan’s foreign exchange 
reserves and revive the econ-
omy after PM’s visit to Sialkot 
and his close interaction with 
the business community. 

He said that apart from 
promoting exports, the busi-
nessmen of this city have 
made useful contributions to 
the development of the local 
economy by establishing dry 
port and airport on self-
finance basis. He said the 
model of Sialkot’s private sec-
tor can be projected across 
Pakistan to pick up the eco-
nomic growth. 

Pakistan Hosiery 
Manufacturers and Exporters 
Association zonal chairman 
Faisal Mehboob Sheikh said 
that Sialkot has successfully 
maintained its share in the 
world market even in pan-

demic days through product 
diversification and value-
addition.

He applauded Imran 
Khan’s prudent decision to 
allow industry continue 
operations even in the wake 
of Covid-19 along with apt 
measures of containing this 
epidemic through smart-
lockdowns. He said that this 
timely step of the govern-
ment would yield better on 
economy besides boosting 
industrial production and 
accelerating exports.

“We are expecting a his-
toric package of incentives by 
the PM during his visit to 
Sialkot, leading to a record 
industrial production of 
export sectors,” he said.

The PRGMEA Central 
Chairman said that export-
oriented sector doesn’t want 
subsidies. “We demand only 
level-playing field.

39 more died of 
coronavirus, 3,500 fresh 

cases reported in Pakistan
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan again reported around 3,500 
new coronavirus cases during the past 24 hours as 
another 39 people died due to the infection, revealed the 
latest data released by National Command and 
Operation Centre on Thursday morning. 

With the addition of 3,499 cases, the overall number of 
infections officially recorded in the country reached 
406,810. The death toll climbed to 8,205 with 25 coronavi-
rus patients dying in Punjab, six in Sindh, five in 
Islamabad and three in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

However, there is some good news: no new death was 
reported in Azad Kashmir, reversing the recent trend.  As 
a result, the coronavirus pandemic-related figures for dif-
ferent regions currently stand at: Sindh 177,625 cases and 
2,968 deaths, Punjab 121,083 cases and 3,091 deaths, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa 47,919 cases and 1,378 deaths, Islamabad 
31,165 cases and 329 deaths, Balochistan 17,268 cases and 
169 deaths, Azad Kashmir 7,067 cases and 173 deaths, 
Gilgit Baltistan 4,683 cases and 97 deaths.

The abovementioned figures showed that Sindh contin-
ued reporting the highest number of new cases with nearly 
2,000 new infections followed by around 700 in Punjab and 
over 400 and 200 in Islamabad and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
Wednesday also saw the active coronavirus cases crossing 
the 51,000 mark. Currently, there are 51,654 patients in 
Pakistan out of which 3,000 have been hospitalised. Out of 
those in hospitals, 2,469 are in a critical condition.

PRGMEA, PHMA finalize 
presentation for PM to accelerate 

exports growth

News Desk

LAHORE: The authorities have decided to review the 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) of mosques in 
view of the soaring cases of coronavirus, sources said 
on Thursday.

The President has summoned a video conference of 
four governors and religious leaders today to discuss 
new SOPs for mosques for protection from COVID-19, 
sources said.

Punjab Governor Chaudhry Sarwar will attend the 
video conference from Lahore along with 15 religious 
clerics.

Federal Minister for Interior Ijaz Ahmed Shah and 
Religious Affairs Minister Noorul Haq Qadri will also 
attend the conference, sources said.

Moreover, the presence of President Azad Kashmir 
and Governor Gilgit-Baltistan is also expected in the 
video session, according to sources.

Governor Punjab Chaudhry Sarwar has said that the 
government will decide new SOPs for mosques after 
consultation with the religious leaders and it will take 
along religious class for decision over safety measures 
from the coronavirus.

“Each and every segment of society should take their 
responsibility for protection from the coronavirus,” he 
said.

The governor also advised opposition’s alliance, the 
Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM), to shun insist-
ence for holding public meetings for the sake of protect-
ing people from the virus disease.

News Desk

KARACHI: The Sindh 
High Court (SHC) on 
Thursday issued 
notices to the Sindh 
government and other 
respondents on a peti-
tion filed by the 
Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement Pakistan 
(MQM-P) challenging 
formation of the DMC 
Keamari.

A division bench of 
the SHC, headed by 
Justice Muhammad 
Ali Mazhar, directed 
the official respond-
ents to file their 
response to the consti-
tutional petition by 
next hearing on 
December 23.  

Four MQM legisla-
tors from Karachi’s 

District West filed the 
petition in the high 
court against forma-
tion of DMC Keamari.

“DMC Keamari has 
been constituted on 
political grounds and 
it contravenes sub-
clause 3 and 4 of the 
Sindh Local 
Government Act 
(SLGA) clause VIII,” 
the MQM petition 
said.

The government 
notification about the 
DMC Keamari has 
been unlawful as an 
early petition chal-
lenging formation of 
Keamari District was 
already under the 
hearing of the high 
court, it said.

The government 
issued notification for 

the Keamari district 
and distribution of 
assets despite these 
facts, the petition fur-
ther argued. “The 
People’s Party govern-
ment’s decision to this 
effect has been mali-
cious and based on ill-
intention,” the petition 
said.

The petitioners seek 
suspension of both 
notifications over the 
matter.

Local Government 
Department of Sindh 
had on October 29 
notified formation of 
District Municipal 
Corporation in 
Keamari area which 
the government had 
earlier declared 
Karachi’s seventh dis-
trict.

Govt to review SOPs for 
mosques as COVID-19 

raging in country

Smog: LHC slaps fine over 
stubble burning

Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC) on Thursday 
slapped a fine of Rs50,000 over stubble burning in the 
province while hearing a case on smog.

Some farmers clear their agricultural fields by burn-
ing the residue that is left on the land after harvesting 
to prepare the land for the next round of seeding. It is 
one of the biggest contributors to air pollution.

The report of the Judicial Environmental Commission 
was submitted with the LHC. 476 industries and kilns 
were inspected in a bid to control over smog problem in 
the province, the report stated.

122 units were found operating without protective 
measures and 170 were sealed over discharging too 
much smoke.

Furthermore, 66 cases were registered over violations 
of the Provincial Disaster Management’s (PDM) guide-
lines and 1,108 vehicles were impounded.

Justice Shahid Karim while ordering fine of Rs50,000 
over stubble burning in the province has instructed 
authorities to take action against people who set fire to 
the crops.

SHC issues notices on 
MQM petition against 

DMC Keamari

Masses will no 
more bear in-

competent rul-
ers: Baloch

News Desk

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami 
Deputy Emir Liaqat Baloch 
has said that the Imran 
Khan government has lost 
senses due to ongoing 
campaign of the Jamaat-e-
Islami and the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement. 

In a statement issued 
from Mansoora on 
Thursday, he said the par-
ticipation of the large num-
ber of people in JI rallies 
was proof of the fact that 
masses would no more 
ready to bear incompetent 
rulers. 

He said the PTI govern-
ment made the life of the 
common man miserable 
due to its bad economic 
policies and it broke all 
previous records of bad 
governance. 

He also expressed con-
cern over the weak 

ITP constitutes special 
squads to check noise 

pollution
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) has consti-
tuted special squads to check noise pollution which 
would be authorized to take action against installation 
of pressure horn in vehicles and impose heavy fines on 
those using them.

According to the police spokesman, Senior 
Superintendent of Police (Traffic) Farrukh Rashid has 
constituted special squads to make the capital noise-free. 
During the ongoing year, pressure horns from 833 vehi-
cles/bikes were removed by the police teams and fine 
tickets were issued to their drivers.

The SSP (Traffic) said that ITP had launched a cam-
paign as the noise pollution affects the nerves and injuri-
ous to human health, therefore, strict action would be 
taken against those installing pressure horns.

Special squads of ITP has been constituted to conduct 
regular checking and fining vehicles involved in creat-
ing noise pollution or other environmental pollution in 
the city.  The purpose of this whole practice was to end 
noise pollution in the city, the SSP maintained.

The SSP appealed the citizens to contact ITP’s helpline 
1915 or 051-9261992, 9262234 to lodge complaints against 
those using pressure horns.

Pindi Commissioner directs 
to survey small dams

News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Commissioner Rawalpindi Capt (retd) 
Muhammad Mehmood has directed Exen Small Dams 
Rawalpindi to survey the small dams in the entire divi-
sion and compile a report as to which small dams are 
used for both agriculture and water supply purposes. 

He said that small dams are not only built for water 
supply but also to meet the water needs of the adjoining 
agricultural lands.

He said this while presiding over a meeting on Small 
Dams at the Commissioner’s Office.  The meeting was 
attended by Director Planning and Finance Nazia 
Parveen Sundhan, Exen Small Dams Ghulam Rasool 
and other concerned officials.

Commissioner Rawalpindi Captain (Retd) 
Muhammad Mehmood said that agricultural use of 
small dams being planned or being started in Rawalpindi 
division should be ensured and the surrounding land 
should be limited for agricultural purposes and the 
planning for this purpose should be made.  He said that 
work on Dadhocha Dam should be started soon and 
obstacles in this regard should be removed on priority 
basis.  He said that the process of payment of compensa-
tion for the victims of Mahota Dam should be expedited 
and work should be done on priority basis in this regard.

On this occasion, Commissioner Rawalpindi was 
given a detailed briefing on all small dams.

‘India uses torture to 
disable Kashmiri people 

in IIOJK’
News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, brutal torture techniques employed by Indian 
troops have left thousands of Kashmiris disabled for life 
including 139 losing eyesight in the firing of pellets on 
peaceful protesters in the territory. 

An analytical report released by Kashmir Media 
Service in connection with the International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities, today, said, among the most 
brutal tactics used by Indian troops to disable Kashmiris 
include firing of bullets, pellets, PAVA and teargas shells 
during anti-India protests as well as resorting to severe 
beatings, electric shock, crushing the leg muscles with a 
wooden roller, burning with heated objects and hanging 
upside down in interrogation centers. 

Besides, bobby traps and mine blasts are also used 
against the hapless Kashmiris. Cases of disabilities have 
increased manifold since New Delhi started using 
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Rana Sanaullah’s asset 
details submitted in LHC

INP NEWS

LAHORE: The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) on 
Thursday submitted asset details of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz’s leader Rana Sanaullah in Lahore High 
Court (LHC).

According to the report, three different complaints 
were received against Rana Sanaullah by the NAB and 
an inquiry against him was initiated on December 3, last 
year.

The report states that former Punjab minister and his 
family members own 24 properties including plazas, 
companies, farmhouses and agricultural land. He also 
has a private limited company RS under his ownership.

The properties are located in Lahore and Faisalabad. 
The PML-N stalwart owns assets of billions of rupees 
but he did not disclose them. The inquiry found that 
assets owned by Rana Sanaullah are not matching with 
this income.

National Accountability Bureau (NAB) had upgraded 
inquiry related to assets beyond income against the 
PML-N leader and former Punjab law minister.

The watchdog had unearthed properties worth more 
than Rs400 million owned by the PML-N leader. 

China elaborates it’s stance 
on killing of some soldiers in 

Afghanistan

Ehsaas 
Kafaalat 
Policy for 
Special 

Persons to 
benefit 2mn 
families: PM 

Khan 
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan said 
on Thursday as many as 
two million families will 
benefit from the govern-
ment’s “Ehsaas Kafaalat 
Policy for Special 
Persons.”
In a post on his official 
Twitter handle, he said 
they will be eligible for a 
monthly stipend of 
Rs2000.
“This is a step toward a 
disability-inclusive and 
sustainable post COVID-
19 world,” he said.
On November 27, Prime 
Minister Khan had visited 
an Ehsaas Kafaalat hand-
out distribution site in 
Islamabad, where he was 
briefed on how women 
were benefitting from the 
programme.
“We launched Ehsaas 
Kafaalat programme to 
facilitate women and are 
providing digital wallet 
facility to them,” Special 
Assistant on Poverty 
Alleviation and Social 
Safety Sania Nishtar had 
briefed him. The number 
of beneficiaries of the pro-
gramme had risen from 
4.3 million to seven mil-
lion.

News Desk

BEIJING: Chinese Foreign 
Ministry has elaborated it’s 
stance about the alleged crimes 
committed by some Australian 
soldiers in Afghanistan.

A spokesperson of Chinese 
Foreign Ministry Hua 
Chunying said at a news brief-
ing that she had made China’s 
position clear on this issue a 
day before.

Frankly speaking, she wasn’t 
planning to say more about 
this, but now with the U.S. State 
Department deputy spokesper-
son and the Australian side 
stressing their values again, 
accusing China of “fabricating 
an image” and launching false 
allegations on Xinjiang-related 
matters, she must emphasize 
the facts one more time.

She said “ First of all, what’s 
posted online was not a photo 
or a “fabricated photo”, but a 
graphic created with computer 
techniques by a young artist 
based on facts published in the 
Australian Defense 
Department’s inquiry report 
and reported by Australian 
media. 

If some in Australia cannot 
stand this graphic, then the 
truth depicted in online photos 
and videos can only be 
described as even more hor-
rific. Australian media pro-
gram Four Corners also pre-
sented photos like this in its 
reporting. 

Details in the Defense 

Department report include: 
killing many men (and some-
times women and children); 
when the Special Forces left, 
the men and boys would be 
found dead: shot in the head or 
blindfolded and with throats 
slit. 

There were also two 14-year-
old boys who throats were slit, 
and the soldiers “cleaned up 
the mess” by bagging the bod-
ies and throwing them into a 
nearby river.

Second, Australia said its 
aim was to uphold the coun-
try’s values. So what are these 
values? Are the disclosed 
crimes committed by some 
Australian soldiers in 
Afghanistan consistent with 
Australia’s values? Is it in line 
with Australia’s values that 
some of its soldiers killed civil-
ians and children while allow-
ing no comment or criticism? 

Is it in line with Austr alia’s 
values that they on the one 
hand fabricate facts to launch 
smearing attacks against oth-
ers while, on the other hand, 
not allowing others to com-
ment on their erroneous and 
bad deeds? 

If you have obviously done 
something wrong and bad, but 
refuse to accept any criticism 
and even try to shift the blame 
to others, how can you ever 
convince people that you know 
you’ve done wrong and that 
you will correct the mistakes?

I noticed some people across 
the world have said: what’s the 

real reason behind their out-
rage? Is it triggered by the 
photo? Of course not. This is 
what really irritates them: how 
can the Chinese have the right 
to point out their bad deeds or 
make comments about them? 

They have been trying their 
best to promote their values of 
“democracy, human rights and 
freedom”, but what they have 
done either tramples on 
democracy, human rights and 
freedom, or reflects typical 
“double standard” and hypoc-
risy.

You mentioned the U.S. State 
Department deputy spokes-
person accused China of 
“human rights abuses” in 
Xinjiang. We made clear the 
truth many times. 

Here I’ll just briefly stress it 
again. So-called “human rights 
abuses” in Xinjiang or “perse-
cution of ethnic minorities” are 
lies of the century made up by 
extremist anti-China forces, 
and Australia and the United 
States played disgraceful roles 
in this. 

A case in point is that the 
Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute fabricated “proof” and 
made various sensational lies 
time and again, which were all 
exposed by facts. 

A press conference was 
recently held by Xinjiang 
authorities where they revealed 
how ridiculous ASPI’s allega-
tions on “concentration camps” 
are. ASPI identified all build-
ings with outer walls as “deten-

tion centers” in its report 
Documenting Xinjiang’s 
Detention System while they 
are in fact civil institutions. 

For example, the “detention 
center” of Turpan city men-
tioned in the report is actually 
a local administrative building; 
the “detention center” of Kashi 
is, in fact, local high school 
buildings and nursing homes. 

They are all marked on 
Google Maps and Baidu Maps. 
Besides, according to 
Australian media reports, the 
U.S. Department of State 
offered ASPI as much as 
AU$1.37 million in funding 
over the previous fiscal year, 
representing a 367 percent 
increase year on year, and all 
the funds were directed to 
research projects attacking 
China.

Such apparent lies and slan-
ders are still being cited by 
some U.S. and Australian offi-
cials when they hurl accusa-
tions against China, which is 
an absurd act beneath them. 

We hope all parties can 
steadily enhance mutual 
understanding of each other, 
view each other correctly and 
try the best to view others as 
cooperation partners rather 
than rivals. But the bottom line 
is: no rumors and slanders. 
When they talk about rejecting 
disinformation, they should set 
an example by proving to the 
world that they haven’t spread 
any disinformation about 
China.”

Pervaiz Elahi 
meets Shehbaz 

Sharif, condoles 
mother’s death

News Desk

LAHORE: A delegation of 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-Q) led by 
Speaker of Punjab Assem 
bly Pervaiz Elahi on Thurs 
day called on Opposition 
Leader of National Assem 
bly Mian Shehbaz Sharif 
and condoled with him the 
death of his mother.

As per details, Pervaiz 
Elahi and other members of 
the delegation including 
Moonis Elahi and Kamil 
Ali Agha prayed for the 
departed soul of Begum 
Shamim Akhtar.

Maryam Nawaz, former 
prime minister Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi and other 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leaders 
were also present in the 
meeting. On the other hand, 
a delegation of Jamaat-i-
Islami (JI) led by its Amir 
Siraj-ul-Haq also met 
President of PML-N at his 
Model Town residence and 
condoled over death of his 
mother.

Sindh will take over Steel 
Mills if any ‘ATM’ is 

rewarded: Ghani
INP NEWS

KARACHI,: Sindh 
Education Minister 
Saeed Ghani on 
Thursday warned that 
they would take over 
the Pakistan Steel Mills 
(PSM) if the PTI gov-
ernment rewarded any 
“ATM” through privat-
ization. 

The land on which 
the PSM had been built 
was owned by the 
province, he said and 
added that they would 
not allow anyone to 
grab the land worth 
thousands of billions of 
rupees. 

“Mafia is eyeing the 
Steel Mills,” the PPP 
leader maintained.   
Ghani also stated that 
they would take back 
the land if the state-run 
enterprise was priva-
tised. Which organisa-
tion had been restored 
during the last two-
and-a-half years, Ghani 
questioned and said 

that the PTI govern-
ment did not want to 
run the PSM. 

Decisions could not 
be taken without tak-
ing the provinces into 
confidence and also 
made it clear that the 
decisions being taken 
by the Centre on 
Sindh’s islands were 
unconstitutional which 
would be resisted at 
every level. “The fed-
eral government wants 
to occupy the islands.” 
Ghani reminded the 
audience that Asad 
Umar, a federal cabinet 
member, had promised 
that he would leave the 
ministry if the PSM 
was privatised and also 
blasted government 
allies MQM and GDA. 

Why they were silent 
over throwing away 
the state assets and 
making the thousands 
of people jobless at a 
time they had repre-
sentation in the federal 
cabinet, he remarked. 

The PPP leader said 
although they had 
requested the dis-
missed PSM workers to 
postpone their protest 
due to the problems 
faced by citizens, the 
Sindh government 
could not stop them 
forever at a time when 
they were deprived of 
their livelihood.   

Stating that he is 
trade unionist first, 
Ghani said he would 
protest side-by-side 
along with the dis-
missed workers. He 
described privatisation 
as the biggest robbery 
in the country’s history 
and said no one had 
probed the related 
affairs. Ghani said they 
were against giving the 
property rights of 
state-run enterprises to 
individuals or groups; 
however, he made it 
clear that they were not 
against handing over 
management to anyone 
for improving.

Naval chief honoured 
with ‘Legion of Merit’ 

award in Turkey
News Desk

ANKARA: Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi, who is in Turkey on an 
official trip, was honoured with a “Legion of Merit” 
award by Turkish Naval Forces (TNF) Commander 
Adnan Özbal at an impressive ceremony in Ankara.

Admiral Niazi was presented guard of honour upon 
arrival at TNF Headquarters, a spokesperson for 
Pakistan Navy said.

The naval chief called on Minister of National 
Defence Hulusi Akar and Turkish Armed Forces 
Commander General Yasar Guler at Turkish General 
Staff Headquarters in Ankara.

CNS Niazi also called on President of Defence 
Industries Ismail Demir at Presidency of Defence 
Industries.

Matters related to regional security, bilateral collabo-
ration and mutual interest were discussed. The CNS 
and Turkish military officials lauded each other’s con-
tribution to maintaining peace and stability in the 
region.

Admiral Niazi also laid a floral wreath at Ataturk 
Mausoleum, Ankara and signed an honour book.

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami Emir Senator Sirajul Haq has 
termed the PTI government a complete failure and 
destruction for the country. 

Talking to journalists after addressing a ceremony in 
honor of special persons at Mansoora in Lahore on occa-
sion of “International Day of Disable Person” on Thursday, 
he said the second phase of JI’s ongoing anti-government 
campaign will be staring from Gujanwala after few days 
and it will continue until all demands of the masses were 
not met.

“The JI central leadership is meeting today [Thursday] 
at Mansoora to finalize the plan for second phase of anti-
government movement. The option of long march on 
Islamabad is under consideration but it could not be 
announced yet.”

To a question, he replied that the method of in-house 
change was clearly defined in the constitution and the 
opposition parties could use it considering the weak posi-
tion of the PTI’s federal and Punjab governments. But, he 
clarified, the JI would not back any extra constitutional 
move. 

He added that the JI believed there was no difference 
between the PTI and the PDM and their only objective 
was to serve the self-interests. Therefore, he said, the JI 
was struggling to change the system not the faces. He said 
the PDM had the constitutional right to hold rallies, ask-
ing the government not to use the state force to corner the 
opposition. 

To another question, he said the Israel was illegitimate 
child of the US and Pakistan would never recognize it. He 
said if the PTI government ever considered the option it 
will be its last day in power. 

Earlier, addressing the ceremony, he demanded the 
government provide free and state of the art education 
and health facilities to special persons. He said there 
should be free transport facilities for the disable persons 
at inter and intra-city transport. There should be quota in 
national assembly, senate and provincial assemblies for 
them and also the government should announce 30 per-
cent discount on for special persons at utility stories.

The JI’s charity Al-Khidmat Foundation Pakistan 
organized the ceremony. Senator Siraj and JI Secretary 
General Ameerul Azim distributed gifts and shields 
among the participants.

PTI govt a complete 
failure, destruction 

for country: JI

One killed, six injured in 
gas leakage incident in 

Karachi
News Desk

KARACHI: A 10-year-old boy was killed and six others 
sustained injuries on Thursday as fire erupted at a resi-
dential building located at Dua Chowk in New Karachi 
due to gas leakage.

Getting information about the incident, the rescue 
teams reached the spot and started rescue work. The 
cause of the incident is said to be a cylinder explosion, 
which resulted in a collapse of a portion of the building.

According to the initial report of the police, the explo-
sion occurred when the owner of the house ignited a 
cigarette amidst gas leakage. One part of the building 
has been collapsed due to the blaze that broke out fol-
lowing the blast.

Moreover, the victims were shifted to the nearby hos-
pital for medical assistance while the operation was also 
started to remove the debris.

Four polio 
workers injured 

in Kandhkot 
attack

INP NEWS

KARACHI: It seems the 
misinformation spread 
about polio vaccination 
has taken root in a segment 
of our society as another 
team was attacked by 
locals this time in Kandh 
kot, Sindh, on Thursday. 

According to 24NewsHD 
TV channel, the incident 
was reported in the Kamil 
Shah Laro area where a 
group carrying batons tor-
tured the polio team, injur-
ing four of them. Later, 
police arrested three of the 
attackers.  

Earlier on Wednesday, a 
police officer guarding 
polio workers was mar-
tyred in Bannu as terror-
ists spread bullets at him. 
Zaman was targeted while 
standing outside a house 
as the female workers 
administered polio drops 
inside the premises. 

ANKARA:  Pakistan Navy Corvette PNS TABUK visited Aksaz Naval Base in Turkey between 30 November 
and 3 December 2020. On its return, PNS Tabuk also conducted coordinated patrol with the Turkish Navy 

Ships.. INP PHOTO

Court grants Shehbaz, 
Hamza exemption from 

personal appearance
News Desk

LAHORE: An accountability court on Thursday granted 
exemption from personal appearance to Shehbaz Sharif, 
leader of the opposition in the National Assembly, and 
his son Hamza Shahbaz, leader of the opposition in the 
Punjab Assembly, in a money-laundering case.

As Judge Jawadul Hassan resumed hearing, a lawyer 
representing the father-son duo filed an application 
requesting the court to grant his clients exemption from 
personal appearance in today’s hearing.

He said they had been released from prison on parole 
due to the death of Begum Shamim Akhtar. Upon being 
approached, he added the Punjab government extended 
their parole period by a day, which ends today.

The lawyer said party leaders, workers and other peo-
ple are visiting them at their residence to offer condo-
lences, hence, their plea for exemption from personal 
appearance be accepted.

Granting the request, the court adjourned the hearing 
until December 8 with direction for the NAB to produce 
its witnesses at the next hearing to record their state-
ments.

On December 2, the Punjab government had extended 
parole of PML-N President Shehbaz Sharif and his son 
Hamza Shahbaz for one day. Sources relayed Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar gave approval for the 
extension during a consultative meeting convened to 
take up a plea seeking extension in the father-son duo’s 
parole period.

They were released on a five-day parole period on 
November 27 (Friday) following the death of Begum 
Shamim Akhtar.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Federal Grand Alliance Dr, Asfand Yar, Tanveer Noshai press 
sectary along with others leaders addressing the PIMS employees during a protest against 

MTI Ordinance at PIMS Hospital. INP PHOTO

PHMA hails ECC 
decision to abolish RD 

on yarn import
News Desk

LAHORE: The Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers and 
Exporters Association (PHMA) zonal chairman Faisal 
Mehboob Sheikh has welcomed the decision of the 
Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet 
to remove 5 percent Regulatory Duty on import of 
Cotton Yarn to facilitate the value-added apparel 
exports. 

PHMA zonal chairman hailed the efforts of Adviser to 
PM on Commerce and Investment Abdul Razak Dawood 
to convince the government for accepting the genuine 
demand of the value-added apparel sector, expressing 
the hope that the Cabinet will give the final nod at the 
earliest for final ratification of the removal of RD. He 
observed the decision of the ECC to exempt cotton 
import from RD would, of course, deprive the govern-
ment of a source of revenue and have certain budgetary 
implications but is timely and very much needed at this 
juncture. 

Faisal Mehboob Sheikh said that the apparel and 
home textile sectors in country’s local market was facing 
shortage of basic raw material, which might have led to a 
drastic decline in overall textile exports, hoping the situ-
ation will improve now.

He observed that huge export orders were available 
with the value-added knitwear industry but the export-
ers were unable to take orders due to unavailability of 
cotton yarn in the country on competitive prices.

“We appreciate the government for implementing the 
vision of PM Imran Khan to simplify the export schemes, 
providing new incentives for the business community to 
support value-added exporters,” said PHMA chief coor-
dinator Adil Butt.

He also welcomed the cut in power tariff for small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) and omitting peak-hour 
charges to encourage manufacturing. Adil Butt observed 
that the Industrial Energy Package announced by the 
PM would boost productivity, lower costs and generate 
employment. It will be an added impetus to our indus-
trial sector that is driving the economic revival and post-
ing robust growth. 

He said there is a great need to increase cotton pro-
duction in the country which could at least meet the local 
requirements and promote the domestic textile industry. 
If this could be done, exports of value-added textiles 
would get a boost, economic activities in the country 
would accelerate, foreign exchange could be saved, and 
employment would increase. While the government is 
striving to meet the requirements of the value-added 
knitwear sector at lower costs by eliminating taxes and 
duties on the import of cotton yarn.


