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Monitoring Desk/News 
Agenceis

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Imran Khan Sunday visited 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) 
Headquarter for a comprehen-
sive briefing on regional and 
national security situation.

The prime minister was 
accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi, Minister for Planning, 
Development & Special 
Initiatives Asad Umar, 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Committee General Nadeem 
Raza, Chief of Army Staff 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, 
Chief of Air Staff Air Chief 
Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan, 
Chief of Naval Staff Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi 
and Chief of General Staff 
Lieutenant General Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza, the media 
wing of the PM House said in a 
press release.

Director General ISI, 
Lieutenant General Faiz Hamid 
received the prime minister, 
ministers, CJCSC and Services 

Chiefs at the Directorate General 
ISI.

“A comprehensive briefing 
was given to the national and 
military leadership on the 
regional and national security 
situation,”‘ the press release 
said. The prime minister appre-
ciated “tireless efforts of ISI for 
national security” and expressed 
satisfaction over its professional 
preparedness.

The visit comes days after the 
prime minister approved the set-
ting up of the National 
Intelligence Coordination 

Committee (NICC), which 
would be chaired by the ISI 
chief.

Federal ministers Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi, Asad Umar, 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee General Nadeem 
Raza, Army Chief General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, Air Chief 
Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan, 
Naval Chief Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi 
and Chief of General Staff 
Lieutenant General Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza also accompa-
nied the Prime Minister.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan visiting Inter Services Intelligence Headquarter. INP PHOTO

PM appreciates tireless 
efforts of ISI for national 

security

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary on 
Information Balochistan, Bushra Rind on 
Sunday accused the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) leaders of advancing per-
sonal agenda. Speaking at a news conference, 
she lashed out at the anti-government alliance 
leaders for holding rallies despite the second-
wave of COVID19.

“COVID19 cases continue to increase in 
Pakistan”, Bushra Rind said. She said the PDM 
leaders appeared to be least bothered about the 
lives of the masses. “They are advancing their 
personal agenda instead of country and 
nation”, she claimed.

The parliamentary secretary on information 
said the number of coronavirus cases increased 
in Balochistan in the aftermath of PDM Jalsa in 
Quetta. “They have to stop agitation”, she said.

The 11-party alliance has launched a series 
of public meetings

The 11-party anti-government alliance has 
announced a series of public meetings against 
the Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) led govern-
ment. Bushra Rind strongly criticized the PPP 
and PML N for what she claimed creating eco-
nomic problems for the country. “They became 
rich and masses poor”, Bushra Rind said.

The parliamentary secretary on information 
asserted most of the missing persons recov-
ered during the chief minister Jam Kamal 
Khan government. She however claimed that 
most of the people went missing under the for-
mer premier Nawaz Sharif. “The two major 
parties have no sympathy with people of 
Balochistan”, she concluded.

PPP will 
host PDM 

rally in 
Multan 

come what 
may: 

Bilawal
News Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of 
Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari on Sunday said 
that his party will host a 
rally of Pakistan Democ 
ratic Movement (PDM) on 
November 30 no matter 
what government does.

Bilawal Bhutto, who is in 
self-isolation after con-
tracting the coronavirus, 
said in a tweet that 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) government is so 
threatened by upcoming 
foundation day of PPP that 
it has arrested the party 
workers including Kasim 
Gilani, son of former prime 
minister Yousaf Raza 
Gilani.

PPP Chairman further 
announced that his sister 
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari will 
be representing him as he 
has tested positive for 
novel coronavirus.

On the other hand, the 
local government has 
arrested more than 40 
activists over clash with 
police deployed at Multan’s 
Qilla Kohna Qasim Bagh to 
bar opposition’s PDM from 
holding rally on November 
30. The security personnel 
have arrested ex-Prime 
Minister Yousaf Raza 
Gillani’s son Ali Qasim 
Gilani and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) leader Saad 
Khursheed Kanju.

Workers of PDM have 
also been arrested from 
Vehari, Dunyapur and 
Jhang.

BUITEMS one of the best 
600 universities in Asia

Education Desk 

QUETTA: The Balochistan 
University of Information 
Technology and 
Management Sciences 
(BUITEMS) has made it the 
top 600 universities in Asia. 
The populous continent of 
the globe houses thou-

sands of universities with 
most of them located in 
China and India. The 
National University of 
Science and Technology 
(NUST) secured a spot on 
the list at 76. This year’s 
ranking of the top Asian 
universities features 650 
institutions, making it the 
biggest Asia ranking ever 
published. As many as 39 
other universities from 
Pakistan also have made it 
to the ranking.

“This is the success of 
our faculty members and 
students”, Dr. Faisal 
Ahmed Khan, the Pro-

Vice-Chancellor BUITEMS 
said. He said the VC 
Ahmed Farooq Bazai 
deserves to be appreciated 
for ensuring the success of 
BUITEMS in an interna-
tional ranking.

BUITEMS is the first var-
sity that ranked among 600 
top-ranking universities in 

Asia, the world’s populous 
continent.

Former Governor 
Balochistan, Owais Ahmed 
Ghani had established 
BUITEMS during 2002

Former Governor 
Balochistan, Owais Ahmed 
Ghani had played an 
important role in the estab-
lishment of BUITEMS in 
early 2002. Currently, over 
10,000 male and female stu-
dents are studying at the 
university located in the 
western outskirts of 
Quetta, the capital of 
Balochistan province. 
Despite all odds, the var-

sity kept continued its jour-
ney towards progress. It 
made positive strides in 
terms of ranking in spite of 
worsening law and order 
situation

The university had pro-
duced shining and compe-
tent male and female stu-
dents during the last two 

decades. Students and 
teachers have expressed 
the resolve to keep con-
tinue their struggle for fur-
ther success of the varsity.

Balochistan University 
of Information Technology, 
Engineering and 
Management Sciences has 
given a new vision and a 
distinct meaning to educa-
tion. Its guidelines for aca-
demic achievements are 
comparable to those of the 
most renowned institu-
tions of the world.

At BUITEMS, we are a 
community of profession-

Opposition 
doing 

politics at 
cost of 

people’s 
lives: Murad
ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Communication and 
Postal Services Murad 
Saeed has stated that oppo-
sition is doing politics at 
the cost of people’s lives.

Addressing a news con-
ference in Islamabad on 
Sunday, he said opposi-
tion’s demand for public 
rallies in current spike of 
the pandemic shows that 
lives of the people are of no 
value to them.

The Minister said the 
past rulers had left the 
national economy in worse 
condition, but the incum-
bent government, with 
untiring efforts, succeeded 
to stabilize it.

He said Pakistan 
evolved such a strategy to 
cope with the COVID-19 
pandemic that was highly 
appreciated and acknowl-
edged by the world.

Sports Reporter

QUETTA: World-fame footballer, Kaleemullah Khan on 
Saturday termed Balochistan as mini-Brazil for football. 
“Our teams are not less than any foreign football team”, 
Mr. Khan told Quetta Voice in an exclusive interview at 
the inauguration ceremony of the futsal club.

The world-fame footballer stated that there was no 
dearth of good players in Balochistan. “This is all about 
facilities and opportunities”, Mr Khan said. He said foot-
ball clubs of Chaman and Noshki can play both on 
national and international levels.

He said there were no proper football grounds in the 

province to promote this sports here. The government 
needs to launch construction of football grounds on a 
war-footing basis to promote football and support local 
players here.

Kaleemullah appreciates the present government’s 
initiatives to promote sports 

He, however, appreciated the present provincial gov-
ernment’s efforts for promotion of all sports including 
football. “Our players need to be supported and encour-
aged”, Kaleemullah said.

Kaleemullah belongs to Chaman, Pakistan’s bordering 
city with neighboring Afghanistan. He started his career 
as a football player from Chaman and currently plays in 
the United States and Turkey.

“For football, grounds and academies are important”, 
Mr. Khan stated.

Football is a very famous game in Balochistan. 
Especially, it is popular in Chaman, Turbat, and other 
parts of Balochistan. Few days back, football spectators 
seen climbing on football ground’s wall to witness the 
match.

“Promotion of football in Balochistan is my dream”, he 
said. “I have already earned a good name for Pakistan”, 
he added.

Opposition’s bid to hold 
public rallies aims at 

pressurizing Govt to get 
NRO: PM

News Desk/ONLINE

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan has stated 
that opposition’s bid to hold public rallies is aimed at 
pressurizing government to get National Reconciliation 
Ordinance (NRO) at the cost of people’s lives in the times 
of COVID-19 pandemic.

In a series of tweets on Sunday, he said sole and des-
perate goal of opposition political leadership is to save 
their families’ looted wealth and corruption for which 
they are making last ditch efforts to get an NRO, but they 
will not succeed.

The Prime Minister said opposition leaders have never 
worked and their autocratic lifestyle is directly depend-
ent on saving their families’ ill-gotten wealth through 
robbing and impoverishing the nation.

Imran Khan said the problem of people of Pakistan 
during COVID 19 is the political leadership that has 
never gone through any democratic struggle nor worked 
with ordinary citizens to understand their difficulties 
they face and never contributed in any substantive way 
for betterment of ordinary citizens.

Imran Khan said these entitled “leaders” living like 
royalty in their secluded mansions, have simply inher-
ited their positions because of their families and they 
have no concern for the lives of ordinary citizens.

The Prime Minister said when smart lockdown was 
imposed to save people from becoming destitute and 
save economy from total collapse, these “leaders” 
opposed it  and demanded complete lockdown and now 
when smart lockdown is again needed to check new 
spike of the pandemic, they want to hold public rallies 
instead of caring for the lives and safety of people.

Balochistan Mini-
Brazil for football: 

Kaleemullah

Balochistan reports 24th 
polio case of 2020

PDM leaders 
advancing personal 
agenda: Bushra Rind

Balochistan Parliamentary Secretary on Information, Bushra Rind 
addressing a press  conference: Photo DGPR

PDM to hold its 
scheduled rally in 
Multan at any cost: 

JUI-F chief
INP NEWS

MULTAN: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) 
supremo Maulana Fazlur Rehman has announced 
that Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) will 
hold its rally in Multan’s Qila Kohna Qasim Bagh 
stadium at any cost, ARY News reported on Sunday.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman made the announce-
ment while addressing a press conference along-
side Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) 
leader Rana Sanaullah, Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) leader Yousaf Raza Gillani and others in 
Multan today. “PDM is organising public gather-
ings across the country and it is going to hold 
another a massive rally in Multan on November 30 
[tomorrow]. Punjab government and local adminis-
tration are using negative tactics and workers of all 
political parties are being arrested and threatened 
to face fines for participating in the upcoming 
rally.”

The JUI-F chief alleged that the government is 
exhibiting state terrorism to stop the PDM rally in 
Multan. He threatened the government from severe 
consequences if the political parties were stopped 
from holding the public gathering in Multan.

Health Desk

QUETTA: Balochistan has reported the 24th polio case of 
2020 on Saturday. A 10-month old minor girl tested posi-
tive for the crippling virus. Sources in the Balochistan 
health department said the minor girl belongs to a 
chronic refusal family in Quetta’s Chiltan town area.

The health department had collected the samples 
of the girl on November 11 and 12 for a laboratory 
test. The test confirmed the minor had contracted 
the crippling virus. With the confirmation of fresh 
polio cases, the number of cases of the crippling 
virus reached 24 in Balochistan.

Environmental samples warn of the existence of 
poliovirus 

Most of the cases of the crippling virus reported 
from Quetta, Pishin, and Killa Abdullah this year. 
Most of the chronic refusals also draw from the 
three districts. Rashid Razzaq, the Chief of the 
Emergency Operation Cell (EOC) Balochistan earlier 
this year warned of the existence of poliovirus in the 
three districts as per environmental samples. 
Environmental samples were collected in the three 
districts.

Despite three-decades of anti-polio campaigns, 
the virus continues to penetrate in various districts 
of Balochistan. This year, Balochistan has reported 
24 cases of the crippling virus. Although, the 
Balochistan government has imposed an emergency 
to tackle the poliovirus. However, the authorities are 
yet to eradicate the crippling virus.

Chronic refusals in 2015 recorded 4,443 in Quetta, 
Killa Abdullah and Pishin

The number of refusals in Quetta, Pishin, and 
Killa Abdullah was recorded at 4,443 during 2015. 
The then EOC Chief Syed Saif ur Rehman had expe-
dited the formation of committees comprising reli-
gious scholars, teachers to convince the parents refus-
ing polio drops for their children.
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BUITEMS 
Achievement in Asia

The Balochistan University of 
Information Technology and 
Management Sciences (BUITEMS) 
has ranked among the top 600 uni-
versities of Asia, the world’s most 
populous continent. Quacquarelli 
Symonds, a British company special-
izing in the analysis of higher educa-
tion institutions around the world 
has issued a detailed report about the 
ranking of universities in Asia the 
other day.
Indeed, teachers and students of the 
BUITEMS deserve appreciation for 
making it to the top 600 universities 
of Asia. The university made positive 
strides towards success, despite all 
financial, administrative, and politi-
cal odds. It has produced talented 
male and female students currently 
serving the country and nation on 
national and international levels.
In a short span of time, BUITEMS has 
been ranked as one of the shining 
educational institutions of Asia. The 
former Governor Balochistan, Owais 
Ahmed Ghani during former 
President General ® Pervez 
Musharraf established BUITEMS in 
2002. Abbas Chaudhary the first 
Vice-Chancellor of the university 
also deserves appreciation for 
strengthening its foundation.
Apart from this, the United Nations 
Academic Impact (UNAI) has also 
declared BUITEMS as one of the 
global hubs among 17 universities of 
the world for its decent work and 
economic growth. Currently, the uni-
versity has six faculties with more 
than 11,300 male and female students 
and 673 faculty members.
In Balochistan, the number of public 
sector universities is 7 and one Al 
Hamd university is private. The 
University of Balochistan, the prov-
ince’s oldest higher education institu-
tion has also played a crucial role in 
the promotion of education. However, 
it is yet to make any international 
achievement in terms of ranking.
It is also a matter of immense pleas-
ure that the National University of 
Sciences and Technology (NUST) has 
ranked among one of the top 100 uni-
versities of Asia.
The world has now practically 
become a global village in the after-
math of information technology’s 
revolution. Technology has empow-
ered people to interact with each 
other from a distance of thousands of 
miles.
Location does not matter, when it 
comes to gain knowledge, informa-
tion, and learning in all fields of life. 
It is all about the commitment of the 
people. Indeed, commitment coupled 
with vision can make a difference. 
Still, a lot needs to be done on the 
part of faculty members, administra-
tion, and students of BUITEMS to 
maintain this position and make fur-
ther progress.

Abdul Latif Kakar

The mountain-ringed, Quetta 
city needs a comprehensive 
master plan to ensure the solu-
tion of problems faced by citi-
zens and address the mega 
question of climate change. 
Through the proposed plan, 
scarce resources would be 
transparently and rationally 
utilized to make it a better liv-
ing city in the country. For the 
first in the history of the prov-
ince, the Urban Planning 
Development (UPD) under the 
leadership of chief minister 
Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan 
has started the preparation of 
the master plan.

Geographical location, loom-
ing threat of natural calamities 
including earthquakes, 
drought, and floods, the need 
for making a comprehensive 
master plan for Quetta city is 
growing. Rather, it is now 

indispensable to make this 
plan, before it is already late.

Geography and Soil 
Four main units may describe 

the soils of Quetta i.e. (1) pied-
mont plains (very deep and 
well-drained soil) (2) piedmont 
basins (3) salinity and alkalin-
ity (4) gravelly piedmont fans 
and aprons bordering the 
mountains and plains.

The central part of the Quetta 
valley is covered by a soil that 
ranges from sandy loam to silt 
loam. This type of soil is good 
for crop production. At the 
margin of the valley near foot-
hills, the soil consists of sandy 
loam, mixed with pebbles and 
rock fragments and is suitable 
for vegetation.

In the Hanna valley, the 
greater part of the valley floor 
is covered by barren rock bout 
crops of low relief and dry 
mala bed. The soil is restricted 
to the narrow banks and low 

terraces along the mainstream.
However, the nature of the 

soil in Belili is silty clay which 
is not suitable for cultivation. 
Similarly, the Chiltan surface 
has soils that are predomi-
nantly gravelly loams. The 
vegetation on these soils si 
mainly Haloxylon which pro-
vides poor grazing for live-
stock.

Soil erosion 
As far as soil erosion is con-

cerned, both stream erosion of 
soil and wind erosion is occur-
ring in the district.

 The stream erosion takes 
place in the piedmont plain 
along the banks and beds of 
streams. Such streams are 
Sariab Lora, Hanna river, 
Habib Nallah near Hudda. 
Wind erosion occurs in the val-
ley. This all requires a review 
of the existing plans and docu-
ments and preparation of the 
digitized base map of Quetta 

with a protocol for its updat-
ing. A review of existing poli-
cies, procedures, plans studies 
conducted by donor agencies, 
and other relevant data. 
Current and future population 
trends need to be reviewed.

Transportation, mass transit, 
and city traffic management 
and monitoring system, hous-
ing commercial, and industrial 
land use evaluation of the 
existing condition of buildings 
and housing schemes should 
be thoroughly reviewed. 

To be precise, the city needs a 
master plan on an emergency 
basis to address the looming 
threat of climate change and 
natural disasters.

Quetta City, Proposed Master 
Plan

The author is currently serv-
ing as the secretary urban 
planning and development 
department government of 
Balochistan 

Rule of law
Shahzad Chaudhry

In Pakistan that ultimate 
authority is the people who 
inherit sovereignty derived 
from the Almighty

On a TV programme last 
week I happened to be with 
two of our brightest minds 
who are avid democrats and 
committed liberals. They are 
avowedly opposed to army’s 
role in politics whether 
through takeovers or while 
keeping in the shadows 
which is how most democrats 
will want given our current 
spate of anti-establishmentar-
ianism – the liberals sense a 
kill and don’t want to miss the 
chance. Except that these two 
are intellectually brilliant and 
academically inclined and 
implicitly open to alternate 
views. Far from it. The host 
had planned an academic 
exercise to define 
Establishment and taken the 
pains to develop an abstract 
which he shared with us – 
unique and rare in itself in a 
very salacious media. It didn’t 
go as planned.

The rout began early. The 
host wanted the Establishment 
defined in the general sense. 
Do other countries have it? 
What all and who all consti-
tute an Establishment? What 
purpose do the establish-
ments serve? It was an entirely 
academic and comparative 
exercise which inalienably 
would pull in references to 
Pakistani establishment. That 
much was known and granted. 
Bilawal Bhutto had included 
other pillars of the state 
beyond the military in its 
wider meaning when speak-
ing to the BBC in an interview. 
The PDM too had touched the 
subject in its internal delibera-
tions that morning where the 
debate apparently hinged on 
whether individuals or the 
institution or the generic 
Establishment may be used in 
references to army’s role in 
politics. My contention that 
every state had an 
Establishment rooting out of 
it, acting at its ‘minder’, raised 
hackles. I explained – America 

has two; one in the shadows 
composed of intelligence 
agencies keeping the state, the 
society and the government in 
synch without threatening the 
larger construct of the state. 
The other: the political estab-
lishment, Democrats and 
republicans, equally robust, 
given to keeping the political 
status quo without excessive 
discretions away from agreed 
mechanisms, checks and bal-
ance, and respect for rule of 
law and tradition. It is interest-
ing that regardless of how 
Trump acts out his loss and 
reacts to his defeat, the larger 
sense is that both parties and 
their establishments will not 
permit deviations from the 
established norms ordained in 
the law and the constitution. 
All others, the Supreme Court 
and the military will stand by 
law and the constitution. That 
is the American establishment. 
It keeps democracy going; 
individuals are dispensable.

England has its royals; Japan 
and Thailand have the Kings; 
China has the Party. 
Democracies will have institu-
tions minding application of 
law and the Constitution. 
When Americans got stuck 
with choosing a President in 
2000, the Supreme Court 
stepped in. In Thailand the 
army is the implementing arm 
for the King who and his state 
will not be brought to contro-
versy. There is always an insti-
tution deriving out of the state 
which will by law or tradition 
become the minder on behalf 
of the ultimate authority. In 
Pakistan that ultimate author-
ity is the people who inherit 
sovereignty derived from the 
Almighty. For the first eleven 
years of Pakistan’s life the 
bureaucracy minded the inter-
ests of the state. As their effect 
waned the military emerged 
as the dominant influence to 
keep state interests foremost. 
This was interspersed with 
judicial intervention. When 
politics de-tracked from its 
sublime purpose, of minding 
both the state and the society 
in the decade of 90s, one saw 
the military and the judiciary 

joining hands in reverting to 
order. The democratic experi-
ence from 2008 has been dif-
ferent and unique of a no 
uncertain push-back by the 
political governments which 
now are an establishment by 
themselves. Imran Khan is an 
outsider to this establishment, 
hence the hullabaloo of chuck-
ing him out if the house is to be 
saved from being burned 
down.

What the political establish-
ment now needs is credibility. 
Their record reeks of neglect-
ing the state and the society 
while pursuing personal, 
familial or tribal interests. 
They seek validation in corre-
lation with other pillars of the 
state but without a credible 
record of performance to sup-
port their claim for singular 
eminence. So they take on 
other elements of the state to 
pull those down. In the current 
angst the politics has taken on 
the state as an open and 
declared adversary while it 
has left the society and the 
people neglected for decades. 
In this backdrop politics has its 
task cut out. Instead it makes 
even more a case for an arbi-
ter’s relevance. A ‘minder’ on 
behalf of the people and the 
state who could save both from 
such rapacity. The essence of 
politics is in ‘public service’, 
not in arrogating power to 
one’s self. An electoral exercise 
endows a ‘term of engagement’ 
to a few – not power – to gov-
ern the state and the society 
per the agreement between the 
state, the people, and the gov-
ernment, ratified in the consti-
tution and the law. Respect for 
law underwrites their conduct 
in office and dispensation of 
allocated responsibility to the 
best of their ability their politi-
cal credentials. Without these 
essentials guiding the political 
conduct it only turns into a 
fiefdom or a kingdom. Even 
those have rules. Without these 
qualifying criterion politics 
will only be a game of thrones. 
Our politics is farthest from 
any of these attributes yet 
claims the centrality due to a 
performing democracy.

And that’s the rub. The mili-
tary in our political history has 
exceeded its remit. No doubt 
about it but do spend some 
time reviewing events which 
brought the army to a point of 
intervention. The effect is 
painful but the cause always 
neglected. And that is the bane 
of Pakistan’s political dis-
course. Most political com-
mentators in Pakistan cannot 
bring themselves to rise above 
this narrative of historical 
excess by the army and always 
at the cost of the other half – the 
people – whose rights are 
mauled by shameful neglect of 
those in power. Laws and con-
stitutional domains need a uni-
versal application to all power 
wielders especially when those 
exercising it are elites blamed 
for capturing the state into 
serving their interests at the 
cost of those of the people. 
These distortions and dichoto-
mies need to be resolved across 
the board and not selectively. 
The constitution provides the 
answers but these need to be 
respected by all not by one part 
of the state alone.

When the army made public 
its findings of the ‘Karachi 
incident’ a gleeful gloat went 
around in ‘I told you so’ com-
mentary. To some it was a rein-
forcement of the rhetoric that 
the military does in fact exceed 
its domain. In this case appar-
ently some did and were called. 
And yet in this exuberance 
over accepting ‘overzealous-
ness’ of a few we all forgot 
that a law had indeed been 
broken; that a complaint of a 
citizen could not be enter-
tained because those involved 
were people of power and 
means entitled to frequent 
absolution from law; that even 
an IG would not authorise a 
citizen’s report; that a provin-
cial government encouraged 
the police officers to rebel en 
masse with mimicked leave 
applications. When excep-
tions and absolutions become 
rampant the laws of a state 
are the first to be disre-
spected. That is when anar-
chy takes root and beckons 
non-political intervention.

The black box
Hassan Niazi

People deserve to know the 
basis upon which these deci-
sion-makers are appointed
The PTI has expressed its desire 
to introduce a constitutional 
amendment to curb the prac-
tice of horse-trading in the 
Senate elections. This is a wel-
come move. I would propose 
that if the path to amending the 
Constitution is being explored, 
then it might be prudent to con-
sider adding another proposal 
to the mix: a change in the 
appointment process for the 
High Courts.

The 18th Amendment was 
supposed to create a system for 
judicial appointments that 
involved the input of two institu-
tions: The Judicial Commission 
of Pakistan (JCP), and a 
Parliamentary Committee. In 
2011, the Supreme Court decided 
Munir Hussain Bhatti v 
Federation of Pakistan and effec-
tively rendered the 
Parliamentary Committee’s role 
redundant. Then, in 2013, 
through its decision in Reference 
No 1 of 2013 it vested dispropor-
tionate authority over judicial 
appointments to the Chief Justice 
of Pakistan, who is just one of the 
many members of the JCP. This 
was done in addition to Rule 3(2) 
of the Judicial Commission of 
Pakistan Rules, which states that 
only the Chief Justice can initiate 
the names of candidates for 
appointment to the High Courts.

And thus, a process that was 
supposed to have the input of 
multiple stakeholders across two 
institutions of government is 
effectively at the discretion of 
one man.

Perhaps if there were clear, 

objective guidelines for the exer-
cise of this discretion that would 
have eased some concerns 
regarding the overwhelming 
power to shape this nation’s his-
tory granted to one person. 
Unfortunately, no such guide-
lines exist. We know next to 
nothing about what is discussed 
in meetings of the JCP since eve-
rything is deemed confidential. 
We are in the dark about why 
certain individuals are selected 
to become High Court judges 
and why others are not. Each 
time a proposed list of names for 
elevation to any High Court is 
published, the legal community 
has no idea apart from rumours 
and gossip as to what was taken 
into consideration in putting the 
list together.

In numerous judgments, the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan has 
stressed the need for transpar-
ency, accountability, and objective 
decision-making by all other 
institutions of government. Yet, 
the appointment process for High 
Court judges lacks all three ele-
ments. This isn’t an issue that can 
be brushed aside. A person who is 
appointed to be a High Court 
judge has security of tenure till the 
age of 62.  If they become Supreme 
Court judges, they have till the age 
of 65. During that period, they 
have enormous amounts of 
responsibility regarding the inter-
pretation of constitutional rights 
and obligations. Especially since, 
apart from their usual responsi-
bilities, the judiciary has taken it 
upon itself to dismiss elected 
prime ministers, reserved the 
power to strike down constitu-
tional amendments, and adjudi-
cated over government policy. All 
of this is done while being an une-
lected institution. People deserve 

to know the basis upon which 
these decision-makers are 
appointed.

Of course we have to be con-
scious of history. A history that 
involves repeated instances of 
executive interference in the judi-
cial process. So, while the current 
process may be unacceptable, nei-
ther can we revert back to the 
abyss from which we climbed out 
of.

Instead, there needs to be, as in 
all constitutional structuring, a 
balanced approach. Alternatives 
must both uphold the independ-
ence of the judiciary while allow-
ing for the creation of objective 
guidelines that can help stakehold-
ers reach an agreement over those 
best suited for holding judicial 
office. It would make sense to resur-
rect the process that was proposed 
by the 18th Amendment with some 
modifications.

For example, a list of objective 
characteristics could be made man-
datory to be taken into considera-
tion by the JCP in preparing a short-
list of candidates. Inspiration can be 
drawn from similar criteria in other 
jurisdictions. New Zealand’s Crown 
Law Office has a list of four factors 
that are considered to assess suita-
bility for judicial office.  These are: 
legal acumen, quality of character, 
personal technical skills, and reflec-
tion of society. Each of these is elabo-
rated upon. Quality of character, for 
instance, involves assessments of 
patience, honesty, and integrity. 
Personal technical skills encom-
passes communication skills, man-
agement and leadership ability.

After preparing a short list keep-
ing these considerations in mind, 
the JCP would send it to the 
Parliamentary Committee who 
could provide feedback and give an 
opinion on the candidates it prefers 

along with reasons mapped against 
the objective factors proposed. 
These could be made publicly avail-
able. The JCP could then take a deci-
sion through a majority vote — the 
CJP’s vote holding no more weight 
than any other.

Another alternative function for 
the Parliamentary Committee 
could be to assume a role similar to 
the American Bar Association 
(ABA) in the United States. From the 
time of president Eisenhower, the 
ABA has been given an indication 
by the president of people that were 
being considered for federal judicial 
appointment.

 The ABA would then assess the 
candidate’s qualifications, again 
based on objective criteria, and give 
a rating reflecting the candidate’s 
suitability for the role. These recom-
mendations are not binding on the 
administration, but they play a wel-
come role of scrutiny.

The Parliamentary Committee 
could work with the Pakistan Bar 
Association to come up with this 
rating for each candidate. The rea-
son I do not want the Pakistan Bar 
Association to solely adopt this 
role is because it may transform 
the process into a chance to solicit 
votes in exchange for ratings. 

It is almost certain that any 
constitutional amendment to 
reform the judicial appoint-
ment process will not be easy to 
get through the Supreme 
Court. This is because the court 
still bears the scars of repeated 
executive interference. But all 
institutions of government 
must evolve to strengthen our 
democracy. The current system 
is too opaque and too arbitrary 
to be deemed satisfactory. The 
scars of the past can give us 
caution, but they should not 
hold us hostage.

Quetta City, Proposed Master Plan
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ISLAMABAD: Participants of Karim Khan Afridi Welfare Foundation (KKAWF) participate in anti-Drug walk at  
Rose & Jasmine Garden. INP PHOTO

Father, paternal relatives’ 
turn out to be killers of 
minor girl in Sahiwal

News Desk

SAHIWAL: Police investi-
gators on Sunday made 
startling revelations in a 
murder case of a girl aged 8 
and claimed that father 
and paternal relatives 
turned out to be murderers 
of the minor student 
Rukhsana in Sahiwal.

Police said that 
Rukhsana had been killed 
by her father, uncles and 
aunt, whereas, the crime 
weapon, shoes and other 
evidence were recovered 
from their home.

After collecting the evi-
dence in the murder case, 
Harappa police arrested 
Rukhsana’s father and 
aunt. Police officials 

claimed that the accused 
killed the minor girl to trap 
the opponents by filing a 
murder case against them.

Earlier on Saturday, an 
eight-year-old Sahiwal girl 
had found dead after the 
kidnap while medical 
reports suggest sexual 
abuse.

According to reports, 
the minor Rukhsana had 
been abducted and was 
taken to an unknown loca-
tion where her body was 
later found mauled, 
molested, and mutilated.

The medical reports 
found that 8-year-old 
Rukhsana had conceded 
ax-strikes on her head 
while multiple scars of the 
sharp instruments were 

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting 
Senator Shibli Faraz has said that the 
roads play vital role in socio eco-
nomic development of the country 
that is why the incumbent govern-
ment is attaching great importance to 
the construction of National 
Highways and Motorways in the 
country.

He was speaking during his 
inspection tour to PindiGheb-Jand-
Kohat Highway project on Sunday. 
Chairman Parliamentary Committee 

on Kashmir Mr. Shehryar Khan 
Afridi was also present on this occa-
sion. National Highway Authority 
General Manager Mr. Murshid Amin 
Khattak gave a detailed briefing on 
construction activity of the project.

Sen. Shibli Faraz stressed upon the 
timely and quality construction of 
PindiGheb-Jand-Kohat Highway. 

He said, completion of under con-
struction PindiGheb-Jand-Kohat 
Highway will link up this whole 
region with NHA motorway network 
through Kharapa Interchange of 
CPEC at PindiGheb. He said, the pro-
ject will generate new chances of eco-

nomic development and people of the 
area will receive new opportunities 
of employment. The highway will 
also provide high speed transporta-
tion to the people, he added. 

Giving briefing NHA General 
Manager Mr. Murshid Amin Khattak 
said, PindiGheb-Jand-Kohat Highway 
project is being completed in three 
packages. 34.5 km PindiGheb-
Khushalgarh Package-I is being com-
pleted at contract cost of Rs. 5076 
Million. This Package will be com-
pleted by April next year. He said, the 
length of Package-II is 7.5KM while 
Package-III from Khushalgarh to 

Kohat is 38 KM long and this Package 
is being completed at contract cost of 
Rs. 5810 Million. 

Murshid Khattak said, this Package 
will be completed by September 2021. 
11 Bridges/Flyovers and 90 Box 
Culverts are being built in Packages I 
& III. Upon completion the speed 
limit on this highway will be 80-100 
KM per hour. He informed that the 
Government has released funds for 
this project. Once completed, travel-
ling time between Islamabad and 
Kohat will be reduced from 3.5 Hours 
to 2 Hours, he concluded.

APHC hails Pakistan 
for raising Kashmir 
dispute at OIC meet

News Desk

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) 
has hailed Pakistani Foreign Minister, Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi for presenting a resolution in favour of the 
Kashmiri people at the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers 
at its 47th session in Niamey, Niger.

According to Kashmir Media Service, the APHC 
General Secretary, Molvi Bashir Ahmad in a statement 
issued in Srinagar said that the Foreign Minister sought 
the support of delegates from 57 countries and passed 
the resolution unanimously.  He said that the OIC 
Contact Group urged India to stop operations against the 
people of Kashmir and respect their fundamental rights, 
give up change in the demography of IIOJK and resolve 
the lingering Kashmir dispute according to the UN reso-
lutions and aspirations of the Kashmiri people. 

He deplored that the situation in IIOJK had become 
more serious and human rights violations were continu-
ing in a systematic manner. He said that Pakistan had 
been morally politically and diplomatically supporting 
the Kashmiri people for the last seven decades and 
hoped that it would continue its support.

Molvi Bashir Ahmad hailed the way Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi spoke on the resolution of Kashmiris’ right to 
self-determination at the OIC conference and drew the 
attention of all Muslim countries towards the Kashmir 
dispute, and said that now the world should recognize 
the birthright of Kashmiris and fulfill its promise of 
right to self-determination with the people of Kashmir.  
The APHC General Secretary said that all the efforts 
made by Pakistan, so far, were commendable and it was 
unfortunate that India did not respond positively. He 

Roads play vital role in socio 
economic development of 

country: Shibli
Says incumbent govt attaches great importance to 

construction of National Highways, Motorways in country
INP NEWS

NEW YORK: United Nations (UN) Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres will study the dossier that Pakistan 
handed over to him containing irrefutable evidence of 
Indian sponsorship of terrorism in Pakistan.

Briefing the journalists in New York, the Deputy 
Spokesman of the UN Secretary-General, Farhan Aziz 
Haq said we have received the document, and we will 
study that, reported Radio Pakistan.

Earlier, Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations Munir Akram had presented Pakistan’s dossier 
containing irrefutable evidence of India’s sponsorship 
of terrorism to the United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres in New York.

Munir Akram had called on UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres in New York where he presented him 
Pakistan’s dossier containing evidence of India’s spon-
sorship of terrorism in the country.

During the meeting that took place at the UN 
Headquarters in New York, Akram briefed the UN sec-
retary-general about the Indian involvement in terrorist 
activities in Pakistan.

He had also apprised the UN chief that Indian is 
involved in orchestrating terrorist attacks in Pakistan 
and demanded him to take note of this.

News Desk

BEIJING: China sup-
ports Pakistan enhanc-
ing its trade with other 
ASEAN member coun-
tries, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Sunday 
quoting Pakistan’s 
ambassador Moon Ul 
Haq.

The ambassador 
stated this during his 
meeting with 
Pakistani entrepre-
neurs

and traders based in 
Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region 
and Guangdong 
Province of China on 
the sideline of the 
ongoing 17th China 
ASEAN Expo.

According to the 
report, he informed 
that President of 
Pakistan Dr. Arif

Alvi addressed the 
opening session of the 
17th CAEXPO along 
with leaders of ASEAN 
member countries.

He said that the par-

ticipation of Pakistan 
in the CAEXPO as a 
special cooperation 
partner is an extremely 
important opportu-
nity.

“We have also a his-
torical tie with ASEAN 
countries. So, having 
cooperation with 
China and ASEAN 
countries is very bene-
ficial for Pakistan eco-
nomic development,” 
he added.

Pakistan has set up 
its pavilion at 
CAEXPO, which will 
enable Pakistan to 
enhance trade not only 
with China but also 
with ASEAN coun-
tries.

Due to the impact of 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, entrepreneurs 
from Pakistan were 
not able to participate 
in this year’s CAEXPO.

However, the 
A m b a s s a d o r 
expressed the hope 
that next year Pakistan 
will be invited again as 

a special partner coun-
try in the 18th 
CAEXPO.

The business com-
munity thanked the 
ambassador for sup-
ports to set up booths 
at the Expo. They also 
shared their problems 
and gave useful sug-
gestions to further 
improve trade and 
people to people rela-
tion between China 
and Pakistan.

The Consul General 
of Pakistan to 
Guangzhou Dr. Diyar 
Khan and Commercial 
C o u n s e l l o r 
Muhammad Irfan 
were also present.

The business com-
munity thanked the 
ambassador for sup-
ports to set up booths 
at the Expo. They also 
shared their problems 
and gave useful sug-
gestions to further 
improve trade and 
people to people rela-
tion between China 
and Pakistan.

UN chief to study 
Pakistan’s dossier 

regarding Indian state 
terrorism

Multan admin devises 
plan to tackle any 

emergency situation
News Desk

MULTAN: Local administration on Sunday devised an 
emergency plan in the district to tackle any untoward 
situation.

The government officers have been directed not to 
leave the district headquarter for the next 72 hours after 
a plan prepared on the instructions of the deputy com-
missioner.

The officials have also been directed to prepare three 
helipads at Qasim Bagh stadium, Sabzazar and Alamdar 
Hussain Degree College, sources said.

The Bomb Disposal Squad has been asked to keep 
alert and 150 personnel of civil defence department 
instructed to keep vigilance along with the police.

Additional deputy commissioner headquarters has 
been made the focal person and the control room has 
been activated at the office of the deputy commissioner 
Multan, sources said.

It is pertinent to mention here that Commissioner 
Multan Division yesterday directed action against those 
violating Standard Operating Procedures for the novel 
coronavirus.

A meeting of the divisional administration chaired by 
Commissioner Javed Akhtar Mehmood had decided to 
step up action against the violators of the SOPs.

The commissioner directed the officials to show zero 
tolerance to breach of the law and order and the SOPs of 
the coronavirus. He also directed for registration of FIRs 
against violation of the SOPs.

“Those playing with the health of citizens are not enti-
tled for leniency and should be dealt with strict action 
over breach of SOPs,” the commissioner directed.

“No public gathering or secret meeting will be toler-
ated at any cost,” the divisional chief said.

It is pertinent to mention here that the opposition alli-
ance Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) has 
announced to hold a public meeting on November 30 in 
Multan.

Local administration has denied permission to the 
opposition parties for the meeting owing to increasing 
virus cases in the second wave of the COVID-19 in the 
country.

China supports Pakistan 
enhancing trade with 

ASEAN countries

AirSial 
hopes to 

launch this 
December

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
newest private airline, 
AirSial, is starting its fleet 
with an Airbus A320.

The plane is on its way 
from the US and will land 
in Karachi soon. The airline 
will start operations with 
three planes.

With the arrival of these 
planes, AirSial will finally 
be able to start operations. 
The airline’s management 
hopes to operate its first 
flight ahead of the new 
year.

AirSial will start with 
flights between Karachi, 
Lahore, Islamabad, Sialkot 
and Peshawar before 
expanding operations.

The airline is a project of 
members of the Sialkot 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. It was conceived 
in 2015 after Sialkot’s busi-
ness community con-
structed the city’s airport 
on its own. That makes it 
the country’s first and only 
privately owned airport.

Baba Guru Nanak birth 
festivities underway at 

Nankana Sahib
INP NEWS

NANKANA SAHIB: The festivities of the 551st birth 
anniversary of Baba Guru Nanak have been underway 
on Sunday at Gurdwara Janam Asthan in Nankana 
Sahib amid strict security measures.

Sikh pilgrims from Pakistan, India and other parts of 
the world attending the birth anniversary of Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji, the founder of Sikhism.

Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar while congratu-
lating the Sikh pilgrims on the birth anniversary of Baba 
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, welcomed them in Punjab. He said 
that the government believes in religious tolerance.

All facilities have been provided to the Sikh commu-
nity for performing their religious rituals. Sikhs are free 
to live their lives according to their religious beliefs, he 
added.

A group of 602 Sikh pilgrims from India reached 
Gurdwara Janam Asthan in Nankana Sahib on Saturday 
were received by the district officials.

Sikh pilgrims in their five-day pilgrimage in Pakistan, 
will attend religious rituals at six Gurdwaras in Punjab.

The main ceremony of the birth anniversary festivi-
ties of Baba Guru Nanak will be held tomorrow (Nov. 30) 
at Gurdwara Janam Asthan.

The pilgrims will return back to India via the Wagah 
border crossing on Dec 1st at the end of their pilgrimage.

The celebrations will end after the Nagar Kirtan pro-
cession on Monday, followed by the Bhog ritual at night.

Every year, more than 2,000 Sikhs come to Pakistan to 
participate in the birth anniversary celebrations of Guru 
Nanak Dev.

However, the number has reduced this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Pakistan has rich Sikh heritage and culture with sev-
eral holy places of the religion in the country.

Politicization of 
coronavirus by opposition 
is a tragedy: CM Buzdar

INP NEWS

LAHORE: Chief Minister of Punjab Sardar Usman 
Buzdar Thursday said that politicization novel coronavi-
rus pandemic by opposition parties is a tragedy.

Usman Buzdar, in a statement, said that opposition 
had earlier failed to politicize another national issue and 
public will not forgive people who are involved in nega-
tive politics despite the pandemic.

CM Punjab said that government of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf has always stood with the people but unfortu-
nately opposition leaders are only making empty state-
ments instead of standing with the public.

He said that actions of the opposition are a proof that 
it only want to protect its personal interests. Coronavirus 
has changed the world but unfortunately Pakistani 
opposition has not changed its politics, he added. 
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NIAMEY (NIGER): Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi had a bilateral meeting with Reem Al Hashmi, 
Minister of State for International Cooperation, UAE, on the sidelines of the 47th session of OIC council of Foreign 

Ministers. INP

Shehbaz calls for national 
dialogue to steer country 

out of crisis
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
President Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday underscored the 
need for a national dialogue to improve the country’s 
situation.

Talking to journalists at his residence at Jati Umra in 
Lahore, Shehbaz Sharif emphasised the need for joint 
effort to steer the country out of the crisis. He main-
tained that all the political parties should play their role 
to strengthen the country.

Responding to a question, the PML-N leader said that 
he had felt helpless in jail when he heard about his moth-
er’s death.

Niamey declaration 
reiterates OIC’s principled 

position on Kashmir 
dispute: Pakistan

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) 
on Sunday nabbed a group of individuals selling fake 
papers for the Medical Dental and College Admission 
Test (MDCAT) being held across the country today.

Taking to Twitter, the Pakistan Medical Commission 
(PMC) confirmed that the papers obtained from their 
custody are fake.” The MDCAT examination has started 
and remains fully secure,” the commission said in a 
tweet.

After multiple delays and hiccups, thousands of aspir-
ants are appearing in the MDCAT exam today.

The MDCAT is taking place in designated centres 
under the strict implementation of the coronavirus-
related standard operating procedures, the PMC stated.

The MDCAT is taking place in designated centres 
under the strict implementation of the coronavirus.

Newly 
elected 
Gilgit 

Baltistan 
Assembly 
will elect 

leader of the 
House

INP NEWS

GILGIT: Newly elected 
Gilgit Baltistan Assembly 
will elect leader of the 
House today Monday. 
According to the schedule, 
candidates can submit 
nomination papers for the 
election of Chief Minister 
till 11.30 am on Monday. 
Final list of candidates 
will be displayed at 1200 
hours while candidates 
can withdraw their candi-
dature till 1400 hours.

News Desk

MULTAN: Police arrested Qasim Raza Gilani and Ali 
Haider Gilani, sons of former prime minister Yousuf 
Raza Gilani, during a clash with workers of the 
opposition political parties in Multan late on 
Saturday night. 

According to a report, police also arrested 30 
workers of the Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) during the clash. Some PDM representatives 
had brought a crane with them to remove the con-
tainers placed by the administration in the way of 
the venue of their public meeting when the clash 
occurred. Police tried to stop them and they got infu-
riated. 

Police however succeeded in evicting the opposi-
tion workers from the main route leading to Qasim 
Bagh, the venue where the PDM is planning to hold a 
public meeting. PDM, an alliance of 11 opposition 
political parties currently trying to topple the fed-
eral government led by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI), is holding public meetings across the country 
as part of its anti-government movement. 

Police later released Ali Haider Gilani and shifted 
Ali Qasim Gilani to Gulgasht Police Station. 

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari condemned 
the police action against PDM workers in Multan. In 
an announcement on Twitter, Bilawal said the PDM 
public meeting in Multan would be held at all costs 
and his younger sister Aseefa Bhutto Zardari would 
represent him at the Multan meeting. 

Police arrest Gilani’s son, 
PDM workers after 

Multan clash

News Desk/News Agencies

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office on 
Sunday said that the inclusion of Jammu 
and Kashmir dispute in the Niamey 
Declaration of the 47th session of OIC 
Council of Foreign Ministers is yet another 
manifestation of the organisation’s consist-
ent support to the Kashmir cause.

FO Spokesperson Zahid Hafeez 
Chaudhry said the declaration explicitly 
reiterated the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference’s principled position on the 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute for a peaceful 
settlement in accordance with the relevant 
UN Security Council resolutions.

Read more: Absence of dialogue, back-

channel diplomacy will intensify Pak-India 
tension: UK think tank

Indian terrorism in Kashmir deplored
The OIC on Saturday reaffirmed its sup-

port for Pakistan on the Kashmir cause as it 
slammed Indian state-sponsored terrorism 
in the region.

According to a statement from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the OIC, in a 
unanimously adopted resolution at the 
47th Council of Foreign Ministers deplored 
India’s state terrorism.

“[The OIC] denounced the use of pellet 
guns by Indian troops in [India-occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir],” the statement said, 
adding that it urged New Delhi to abide by 
international human rights obligations.

Read more: Pakistan says Kashmir per-
manent feature of OIC agenda

Urging the international community to 
review their engagements with India, the 
OIC acknowledged the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir as a principal party to the dis-
pute.

The OIC has decided to further consider 
the Jammu and Kashmir dispute at the 48th 
CFM that is scheduled in Islamabad, the 
statement said.

The organisation strongly urged India to 
implement recommendations of two 
reports of the United Nations for human 
rights in the region and also reaffirmed 
that the final decision of the region would 
be through a free and impartial plebiscite.

Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China sup-
ports Pakistan enhanc-
ing its trade with other 
ASEAN member coun-
tries, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Sunday 
quoting

Pakistan’s ambassa-
dor Moon Ul Haq.

The ambassador 
stated this during his 
meeting with Pakistani 
entrepreneurs and 
traders based in Guang 
xi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region and Guangdong 
Province of China on 
the sideline of the 
ongoing 17th China 
ASEAN Expo.

According to the 
report, he informed 
that President of 
Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi 
addressed the opening 
session of the 17th 

CAEXPO along with 
leaders of ASEAN 
member countries.

He said that the par-
ticipation of Pakistan 
in the CAEXPO as a 
special cooperation 
partner is an extremely 
important opportunity.

“We have also a his-
torical tie with ASEAN 
countries. So, having 
cooperation with 
China and ASEAN 
countries is very bene-
ficial for Pakistan eco-
nomic development,” 
he added. 

Pakistan has set up 
its pavilion at CAEXPO, 
which will enable 
Pakistan to enhance 
trade not only with 
China but also with 
ASEAN countries.

Due to the impact of 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, entrepreneurs 

from Pakistan were not 
able to participate in 
this year’s CAEXPO.

However, the 
Ambassador expressed 
the hope that next year 
Pakistan will be invited 
again as a special part-
ner country in the 18th 
CAEXPO.

The business com-
munity thanked the 
ambassador for sup-
ports to set up booths 
at the Expo. They also 
shared their problems 
and gave useful sug-
gestions to further 
improve trade and peo-
ple to people relation 
between China and 
Pakistan. The Consul 
General of Pakistan to 
Guangzhou Dr. Diyar 
Khan and Commercial 
Counsellor Muhamm 
ad Irfan were also pre-
sent.

China supports Pakistan 
enhancing trade with 

ASEAN countries

QUETTA: Director General Pollution Muhammad Jahangir Khan, Director 
Technical Muhammad Khan Outhmankhail and Deputy Director Sayed Din 

Agha witnessing the cleanliness in the city. QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

Will never compromise on 
rule of people, supremacy 

of Parliament: Zardari
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Former President of Pakistan and 
President Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentarians 
(PPPP), Asif Ali Zardari on Sunday said that there will 
never be a compromise on the rule of people and the 
supremacy of Parliament.

In his message to party workers on the 53rd Founding 
Day of the PPP, he said that the time has come to achieve 
the rule of the people and supremacy of the parliament. 
The struggle has started and we will achieve this goal. 
He said, the PPP is steadfast of the ideology of the 
founder of PPP, Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and our 
great leader Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto offered 
supreme sacrifice for these ideals. The PPP workers also 
offered great sacrifices in this struggle, he added. 

President Zardari said that PPP will continue to resist 
the effort to impose anti-people ideology on Pakistan 
and its people. The PPP believes in the power of the peo-
ple and whenever comes to power works for the benefit 
of the people, he said. This selected government has 
started sacking government employees and conspiring 
to snatch the right of pension from the government 
employees. 

He said the selected government has usurped the 
political rights of the people and weakened the parlia-
ment. The PPP will resist any effort to disfigure the con-
stitution of Pakistan by this selected government, he 
maintained. 

President Zardari asked the party workers to 
strengthen Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari’s efforts to 
liberate the country from the shackles of anti-people 
forces and take Chairman Bilawal’s message to every 
corner of the country.

FIA arrests group of 
individuals trying to 

sell fake MDCAT 
papers

Four killed in 
Faisalabad violent 

incidents
INP NEWS

FAISALABAD: At least four people including a woman 
were killed in separate incidents of violence in different 
localities of Faisalabad on Sunday, police said. 

According to details, the first incident took place in 
Chak No. 39 of Faisalabad where armed men gunned 
down Muhammad Gulzar 42, over old enmity.

Kafeel 23, was critically injured in firing of unidenti-
fied miscreants in Saleemi Chowk at Satiana Road. He 
succumbed to his wounded while being shifted to hospi-
tal. 

A pitiless accused Akbar shot dead his brother Arshad 
and his wife over property dispute in Dijikot area and 
fled the scene after committing dual murder. 

The bodies of all incidents were shifted to different 
hospitals of respective areas for postmortem and the 
police after registering separate cases in incidents 
started raids to arrest the culprits.

PM to visit 
GB on 

Wednesday
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan will 
visit Gilgit-Baltistan on 
Wednesday. He will attend 
the oath-taking ceremony 
of the newly-elected cabinet 
of Gilgit-Baltistan. Ali 
Amin and Saifullah Niazi 
accompanied Imran Khan.

According to sources, the 
premier gave approval of 
constituting up formation 
of the cabinet. Raja 
Muhammad Zakira, Haji 
Shah Baig, Javed Manawa, 
Wazir Salim, Raja Azam, 
Fateh Allah, Raja Nasir, 
Sohal Abbas, Shams Lon 
are the cabinet members.

Amjad Hussain Zaidi of 
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) was elected 
speaker of the Gilgit-Baltis 
tan Legislative Assembly 
and Nazir Ahmed of the 
same party deputy speaker 
through secret voting on 
Thursday.

PTI candidate Zaidi 
secured 18 votes while 
Ghulam Mohammad, the 
joint candidate of the PPP, 
PML-N, JUI-F and Balaw 
aristan National Front-Naji 
for the post of speaker, 
obtained eight votes.

Six votes — four for the 
PTI candidate and two for 
his opponent — were 
rejected due to inaccurate 
stamping. In total, 32 mem-
bers cast their votes for the 
slot of the speaker.

Voting and vote counting 
were held in the presence of 
polling agents of both con-
testants. After the election, 
Zaidi took the oath of the 
speaker’s office adminis-
tered by outgoing speaker 
Fida Mohammed Nashad. 

Largest development project of 
Sialkot’s history being launched 

soon: Usman Dar
INP NEWS

SIALKOT: Special Ass 
stant to the Prime Min 
ister on Youth Affairs 
Muhammad Usman 
Dar has said that the 
government was going 
to launch Punjab Inter 
mediate Cities Impr 
ovement Investment 
Progr amme, the largest 
development project in 
the history of Sialkot 
soon.

Addressing a high 
level meeting at 
Committee Room of 
Tehsil Council here on 
Sunday, he said under 
the Punjab Intermedia 
te Cities Improvement 
Inves tment Program 
me, at estimated coste 
of Rs 15 billion, the 

water supply lines and 
sewerage lines would 
be replaced and road 
infrastructure with 
parks would be con-
structed in the city.

Speaking on the occ 
asion, Usman Dar direc 
ted the local authorities 
of SNGPL, PTCL and 
WAPDA to complete 
the development pro-
grammes of their 
departments.

The PM’s Advisor on 
Youth Affairs said that 
management commit-
tees would be formed at 
union council level to 
work with the district 
administration to 
ensure timely comple-
tion of these projects.

Provincial Minister 
Chaudhry Akhlaq and 

Commissioner Gujran 
wala Division Gulzar 
Hussain Shah, Vice 
Chairman Provincial 
Anti Corruption Com 
mittee Brigadier ® 
Muhammad Aslam 
Ghumman, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Revenue Mir Muhamm 
ad Nawaz, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Finance and Planning 
Farooq Sadiq, Infrastru 
cture Engineer Punjab 
Intermediate Cities 
Improvement Invest 
ment Program Sialkot 
Ghulam Murtaza, CO 
Municipal Corporation 
Sialkot Faisal Shehzad 
including local officials 
from Nespak, Highway 
Department and M&R 
attended the meeting.

Arrests, torture of political 
workers to stop Multan 

jalsa worst kind of fascism: 
Sen. Khokhar

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar, the 
spokesman to the Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP), Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has said that it is impossi-
ble to crush people’s power by the use of state machinery. 
The arrests and torture of the political workers to stop 
the jalsa in Multan is the worst kind of fascism.

In a statement issued on Sunday, Senator Khokhar 
said that imprisonment of Ali Qasim Gilani and other 
political workers for a month displayed that the govern-
ment is defeated and there is chaos in its ranks. 

He said, “When the government starts using such tac-
tics then it shows that its days are numbered. A govern-
ment which is frightened of a few jalsas is enough proof 
of its weakness.”

The spokesman to Chairman PPP said that now the 
fate of the government has been decided as Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PMDM) workers are arriving in 
Multan in great number. 

The PDM jalsa on the Founding Day of the PPP will be 
held on November 30, in Multan at any cost, Senator 
Khokhar concluded.

Teenage boy 
killed in 

Rawalpindi
INP NEWS

RAWALPINDI: A teenage 
boy was killed in incident 
of target killing here on 
Sunday, police said. 

According to details, 
unidentified culprits rid-
ing a motorcycle sprayed 
bullets at a teenager in 
Katarian Market, New 
Town police station juris-
diction, Rawalpindi. 

As a result of firing 
15-year-old Adeel s/o 
Muhammad Irfan, a resi-
dent of Asghar Mall 
Rawalpindi was killed on 
the spot and the attackers 
sped the scene.

The body was shifted 
to hospital where it was 
handed over to heirs 
after postmortem and the 
police after registering a 
case against unknown 
assailants have started an 
investigation.

Millions of men needed as 
change agents to end 

violence against women: 
Omer Aftab

News Desk

LAHORE: Chief Executive Officer (CEO) White Ribbon 
Pakistan Mr Omer Aftab has said that we need millions 
of men as change agents to end violence against women. 
He said eradicating violence against women from soci-
ety is not possible without engaging men.

He was talking to media on the occasion of “White 
Ribbon Ride” organized by White Ribbon Campaign 
Pakistan, in collaboration with “Crazy Horse” and HOG 
Pakistan here on Sunday. 

Motorcycle riders holding White Ribbon flags and 
white ribbon placed on their jackets and helmets 
departed from Lahore Polo Club and reached Indigo 
Heights. With passion and purpose, the group rode 
across Jail Road, Main Boulevard, Liberty Market and 
Hussain Chowk to highlight the message of White 
Ribbon. The activity was the part of 16 Days of Activism 
to End Violence against Women, commemorated each 
year starting 25 November to 10 December. 

It was men reaching out men activity in which bikers 
spread the message that beating women or violence 
against women is not cool. Riders took a pledge never to 
commit, excuse and remain silent about violence against 
women and they invite others to join the men’s move-
ment to end the violence against women. 

One of the representatives of bikers group showed a 
deep concern with the victims of violence and said a 
good Muslim and a good human being would never 
harm any women around him and we must protect the 
women suffering from violence. Managing director of 
Indigo Heights Col. ® Ahmad Fazeel Khan said Indigo 
Heights is a proud sponsor of the activity. It’s an exciting 
initiative where riders who look cool and ride powerful 
bikes, talk about Respectful Relationships and solutions.

Asian elephant ‘Kavaan’ 
transported to Combodian 

sanctuary
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Asian elephant ‘Kavaan’ was trans-
ported to Combodian sanctuary on Sunday where it 
would spend his remaining life in a healthy and happy 
environment.

Speaking as chief guest of the ceremony organized on 
occasion of the departure of the animal, Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister on Climate Change (SAPM) Malik 
Amin Aslam said the next phase of Kavaan’s life has 
started today.

He said the reception committee would be ready at the 
Combodian airport to receive Kavaan. He said Russian 
chartered plane would take Kavaan to Cambodia. 
Initially 10 acre area would be given to Kavaan where the 
animal could see the other elephants.

The Special Assistant to PM said, “We would make 
this open enclosure zoo cum sanctuary and would pro-
vide world class facilities.” Minister further said that it 
was a new day as Kavaan’s loneliness nearing to an end.

It’s a herd animal cannot be live alone however all the 
arrangements was finalized. Kavaan had been a centre of 
attraction among children for last 35years.Govt working 

on expansion of 
protected areas 

for animals: 
Amin Aslam

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to 
the Prime Minister on 
Climate Change Malik 
Amin Aslam has stated 
that government is work-
ing on expansion of pro-
tected areas for animals to 
provide them free environ-
ment through Protected 
Area Initiative.

He was talking to media 
persons in Islamabad on 
Sunday on the occasion of 
shifting of Kaavan Elep 
hant to Cambodia. The 
Advisor said now Kaavan 
will be living in a sprawl-
ing 25,000-acres sanctuary.

He was talking to media 
persons in Islamabad on 
Sunday on the occasion of 
shifting of Kaavan 
Elephant to Cambodia. 
The Advisor said.


