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LAHORE: Prime Minister Imran 
Khan Wednesday said amid the 
sharp surge in COVID-19 cases 
with 50 plus deaths during the 
last 24 hours, the government 
would not allow the opposition 
to hold any public gathering to 
risk the people’s lives and aggra-
vate the situation.

“Over 50 deaths have been 
reported during the last 24 
hours. This has surged from 
eight, nine to 50 just in two 
weeks… They are risking the 
people’s lives. It will not help 
them. How so many gatherings 
they hold they will not get any 
NRO (National Reconciliation 
Ordinance),” the prime minister 
said while talking to the media 
here during his daylong visit.

He said considering the 
COVID-19 surge, the govern-
ment had also called off its own 

public gatherings until the 
downturn of coronavirus curve.

Even the Islamabad High 
Court had also ruled against the 
public gatherings just because 
the virus spread fast with the 
people coming in close proxim-
ity, the prime minister added.

Accompanied by Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar 
and provincial cabinet members, 
Imran Khan said the pressure 
was increasing on health facili-
ties and the government was 
also concerned about the COVID 
threat to doctors, nurses and 
other health workers particu-
larly in the cities.

He also urged the nation not 
to give up precautions to keep 
up the success the country had 
achieved during the first wave. 
Contrary to the neighbouring 
countries like India, there were 
fewer deaths in Pakistan, with 
the economy back on track 
within minimum possible time.

Pakistan’s economy was pro-
gressing at better pace in the 
Sub-continent with increased 
exports, well performing indus-
tries and appreciating currency, 
he remarked.

“But I fear, our hospitals will 
come under pressure and econ-
omy will suffer too, if we did not 
adhere to the precautions,” he 
said and appealed to the people 
to keep observing anti-COVID 
standard operating procedures 
(SOPs) as they did at mosques, 
markets and factories.

He urged the Ulema and other 
opinion makers to take the 
responsibility of saving the 
nation form the deadly disease 
by pursuing the people to follow 
the SOPs .

The prime minister said the 
government had decided not to 
close down factories and busi-
nesses in order to avert the hun-
ger related deaths while protect-
ing the people from the virus.

He, however, strictly advised 
the factory owners, shopkeepers 
and others to ensure observance 
of the SOPs, particularly wear-
ing the face masks, which, he 
said, was the easiest tool to con-
tain the pathogen.

Imran Khan said currently, 
Pakistan’s exports were better 
than those of India and 
Bangladesh. Faisalabad’s textile 
industry was running at full 
capacity and even fell short of 
the labor, he added.

The prime minister, in 
response to a question about the 
recognition of Israel, said 
Pakistan did not face any inter-
national pressure on the issue 
and still stood at the position 
taken by the Founder of the 
Nation Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah in 1948.

It may be mentioned here that 
the Quaid-e-Azam had stated in 
1948 that Pakistan would never 
recognize Israel until 

LAHORE: Prime Minister Imran Khan meet Pakistan Muslim League Quaid (PML-Q) leader Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain to 
inquire after his health, during visit the residence. INP

Amid sharp COVID spike, govt 
won’t allow opposition 

gatherings to risk lives: PM
India working on 

alien settlements in 
IIOJK, Qureshi 
updates UNSC

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi has addressed another letter to the President 
of the United Nations Security Council and the 
Secretary-General, updating them on the grave situa-
tion in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK) on Wednesday.

The Foreign Minister’s letter highlights the gross 
and systematic violations of human rights taking 
place in IIOJK along with the threat posed to peace 
and security by India. 

A Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson said, 
“It focusses, in particular, on the illegal demographic 
changes being undertaken in the occupied territory 
by India, in violation of UN Security Council resolu-
tions, the UN Charter and international law includ-
ing the 4th Geneva Convention.”

In the letter, the Foreign Minister has apprised the 
Security Council of India’s implementation of an 
elaborate strategy of military occupation, land con-
fiscation, influx of non-Kashmiris, and creation of 
alien settlements in IIOJK.

As a result of the Indian agenda to convert the 
Muslim majority of IIOJK into a minority, the indig-
enous Kashmiris are losing their political and cul-
tural identity, their rightful demographic majority, 
and ownership of their properties in their own 
homeland.

The letter also underscores the indiscriminate 
and unprovoked ceasefire violations by India across 
the Line of Control and the Working Boundary, 
including deliberate targeting of civilian populated 
areas.

The over 2,700 ceasefire violations committed by 
India this year have resulted in the death of 25 inno-
cent people and serious injuries to more than 200 
civilians. The Foreign Minister has called on the 
Security Council to exercise its direct responsibility 
to prevent India from perpetrating its criminal colo-
nial project to change the demographic structure of 
the disputed territory and to secure the implemen-
tation of its own resolutions which recognize the 
Kashmiris’ legitimate right to self-determination 
through a free and impartial plebiscite under UN 
auspices.

Asif Zardari 
advises 
PDM to 
change 

strategy: 
sources

INP NEWS

KARACHI: Former presi-
dent and co-chairman 
Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) Asif Ali Zardari has 
advised Pakistan Democ 
ratic Movement (PDM) to 
change its strategy  on 
Wednesday, citing sources.  

According to the inside 
story of the meeting 
between the JUI-F chief and 
PDM head, Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman and former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari mat-
ters related to the country’s 
political situation and PDM 
were discussed.

The former president 
reportedly asked Fazlur 
Rehman to change the 
strategy of the PDM as the 
PPP leadership thinks there 
is a lot to be done on the 
other fronts except focus-
ing only on the public gath-
erings.

Both the leaders dis-
cussed the outcome of the 
PDM’s decisions, while the 
PDM head presented the 
problems beings faced by 
the forum on the political 
front, sources privy to the 
development said.

Read more: Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman contacts 
PML-N, PPP leadership: 
sources

Matters related to lack of 
c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g 
between the PDM parties 
also came under discus-
sion.

On Tuesday, Chief of 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-
F) Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
met former president Asif 
Ali Zardari at the Bilawal 
House.

Quetta: Lawyers 
protest against 

DC office officials
Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Lawyers on Wednesday staged a protest 
demonstration against some officers of the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Quetta’s office. Lawyers 
accused some officers of the registrar’s office of tak-
ing bribery from the people. The registrar’s office 
has the mandate to register properties located in 
the commercial hub of Quetta city.

“We protest against increasing ratio of bribery in 
the registrar office”, Naseebullah Tareen Advocate, 
a senior lawyer said. He said the concerned officers 
of the DC office adopted an inappropriate attitude 
towards Najeebullah Kakar what he claimed when 
the lawyer turned down the demand of the offi-
cials. Despite repeated attempts, the Quetta Voice 
was not able to speak to the deputy commissioner 
about his reaction to the incident.

The Spokesman government of Balochistan, 
Liaquat Shahwani met the protesting lawyers and 
issued them addressing their grievances. “We will 
not spare the responsible officer”, Mr. Shahwani 
said. He requested the lawyers to open the road 
since common people were suffering from its 
blockade.

Lawyers blocked the main chowk leading 
towards Governor House, CM Secretariat

The lawyers staged a protest demonstration at 
the main GPO Chowk and blocked the road lead-
ing towards the Governor’s House and Chief 
Minister’s Secretariat Balochistan. The city wit-
nessed the worst traffic jam as a result of the law-
yers’ protest.

“Bribery at its peak in registrar’s office”, Wali 
Khan Nasar, another senior lawyer claimed. He 
said a delegation of the lawyers visited the office of 
the deputy commissioner to apprise him about the 
situation. Despite our request for a meeting, the DC 
refused to meet us, Wali Khan Nasar said.

The lawyers staged a prolonged protest demon-
stration and chanted full-throated slogans against 
the concerned officers. They demanded of the dep-
uty commissioner Quetta ensure the immediate 
transfer of the said officials.

Two flights 
carrying 
Afghan 

diplomats 
make 

emergency 
landing

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Two Kabul-
bound flights from Doha, 
Qatar, carrying Afghan 
diplomats made emer-
gency landing at Islamabad 
International Airport due 
to bad weather conditions 
on Wednesday.

According to airport 
sources, As many as 14 
members including 
Afghan diplomats and 
crew members were on 
board the two flights. The 
immigration authorities 
also granted special per-
mission to the Afghanistan 
ambassador to take the 
guests with them. 

The Afghan diplomats 
were shifted to the Afghan 
Consulate in the consu-
late’s vehicle.

It may be mentioned 
here that the representa-
tives of the Afghan gov-
ernment and the Afghan 
Taliban are holding peace 
talks in the Qatari capital 
of Doha.

Balochistan: 38 women 
killed during last 9 

months
Our Staff Reporter

QUETTA: In Balochistan, 
38 women have been killed 
in the name of ‘honor’, 
domestic violence during 
the last 9 months. Aurat 
Foundation, a non-govern-
mental organization 
(NGO), EVAW/G Alliance 
and other networks 
revealed this during a 
press conference on 
Tuesday evening.

“ 69 acts of violence 
reported against women in 
Balochistan since January 
1st this year”, Watan Yar 
Khilji, one of the women 
rights activists told report-
ers at a press conference. 
Yasmeen Mughal from 
Aurat Foundation, Fatima 
Khan, the member National 
Commission on the status 
of women in Balochistan, 
Naseema Salam from the 
Balochistan Rural Support 
Program (BRSP), and others 
were also present on the 
occasion.

‘Honor’ killings claimed 
22 lives in Balochistan 

Mr. Khilji however 
informed ‘honor’ killings 
have claimed 22 lives during 
the last nine months. Like in 

other parts of the country, 
16-days activism against vio-
lence against women 
launched in Quetta and 
other parts of Balochistan. 
Mr. Khilji stated that the 
number of exact cases is 
much higher than what is 
reported in terms of violence 
against women in the prov-
ince. During the 16-day 

activism, awareness would 
be created among the people 
with regard to gender dis-
crimination and violence 
against women. The 16-day 
activism includes 19 point 
agenda that covers all types 
of violence against women.

Activists demanded an 
end to violence against 
women

Yasmeen Mughal, of the 
AF stated that a bill for the 

protection of women from 
violence and women 
empowerment would also 
be tabled in the Balochistan 
Assembly. She said laws 
would be framed to provide 
protection to women from 
domestic violence across the 
country and provicne.

“We want an end to vio-
lence against women”, 

Fatima Khan of the National 
Commission on the status of 
women said. She said mem-
bers of civil society and pot-
licial parties would be mobi-
lized to eradicate the curse of 
honor killings and domestic 
violence in Balochistan.

Violence against women 
has increased as compared 
to the past during the year 
2020 in Balochistan to an 
alarming level.

BPSC announces test 
schedule for 1445 doctors 

appointments in 
Balochistan

Health Desk

The Balochistan Public 
Service Comm ission 
(BPSC) annou nced a test 
schedule for appoint-
ments of 1445 doctors in 
the province on Wednes 
day. The provincial gov-
ernment had approved 
appointments of doctors 
to improve health condi-
tions and battle the 
COVID19 in the province 
earlier this year.
The process of tests would 
begin on December 14th. 
All the candidates who 
have applied for posts of 
medical officers B-17, lady 
medical officers will par-
ticipate in tests. Tests 
would end on December 
17th.
The BPSC has made all 
arrangements to provide 
required facilities to the 
candidates, a well-placed 
officer of the commission 
told Quetta Voice. Despite 
lockdown and second-
wave of the COVID19, the 
BPSC in consultation with 
the government decided 
to launch the process of 
recruitments.

Despite the second-wave 
of COVID19, tests schedule 
announced for doctors

“Since doctors battle 
from the front against 
COVID19 therefore test 
schedule announced for 
them”, the officer men-
tioned. In Balochistan, 

scores of health profession-
als contracted the deadly 
virus in the line of their 
duties. Doctors, nurses, and 
para-medical staff put their 
lives at peril to battle the 
first wave of COVID19. The 
BPSC would announce the 
interview schedule after 
conducting tests of candi-
dates to ensure immediate 
appointments. The BPSC 
announcement has come a 
few days after the 
Balochistan government-
approved contract appoint-
ments of doctors to battle 
the COVID19. The Young 
Doctors Association (YDA) 
had rejected the govern-
ment’s plan.

Govt announced to 
recruit 3,000 doctors on 
contract basis

Bushra Rind, the parlia-
mentary secretary on 
information said the gov-
ernment had decided to 
recruit 3,000 doctors on an 
ad-hoc and contract basis 
to overcome the shortage 
of doctors in government-
run hospitals.

In the health depart-
ment of Balochistan, over 
3,000 posts of medical 
officers, lady medical offic-
ers, dentists, and special-
ized cadres are lying 
vacant for the last few 
years. This has severely 
affected the health sector 
in Balochistan to provide 
better health facilities to 
the masses.

QUETTA: Lawyers protesting against some officers of DC office Quetta: 
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Pak Army’s 6 Major 
Generals Promoted to 
Lieutenant Generals

News Desk 

QUETTA: Pak Army’s 6 Major Generals promoted to the 
rank of Lieutenant Generals, the military’s media wing 
announced on Wednesday. In a tweet, the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) said those promoted included 
Maj Gen Akhtar Nawaz, Maj Gen Sardar Hassan Azhar 
Hayat, Maj Gen Asif Ghafoor, Maj Gen Salman Fayyaz 
Ghani, Maj Gen Sarfraz Ali, and Maj Gen Muhammad 
Ali.

According to the ISPR, newly appointed Lt Gen 
Ghafoor has been posted as the Communication and 
Information Technology Inspector General while Lt Gen 
Hayat has been appointed as the Military Secretary.

Lt Gen Sarfraz Ali and Lt Gen Muhammad Ali have 
been appointed as the Commander Southern Command 
and the Commander ASFC, respectively.

Further, Lt Gen Muhammad Abdul Aziz has been 
posted as the Corps Commander Lahore, Lt Gen 
Muhammad Waseem Ashraf as the Corps Commander 
Multan, Lt Gen Nadeem Ahmed Anjum as the Corps 
Commander Karachi and Lt Gen Khalid Zia Corps 
Commander Bahawalpur.

Lt Gen Majid Ehsan has been posted as Inspector 
General Arms while Lt Gen Syed Muhammad Adnan 
has been appointed the Inspector General Training and 
Evaluation.

Former defense 
minister Ahmad 

Mukhtar passes away
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Senior leader of Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) and former defense minister 
Chaudhry Ahmad Mukhtar on Wednesday  
passed away in Lahore.

According to details, the veteran politician 
was suffering from a prolonged illness. He was 
74 years old at the time of demise.

His funeral prayers will be offered in Lahore’s 
DHA T-Block Mosque.

Mukhtar started his political career in 1990 
from the platform of PPP. He became Defence 
Minister after the general elections of 2008.

Body of Nawaz, 
Shehbaz’s moth-
er to arrive in Pa-
kistan on Nov 28

News Desk

LONDON: The Sharif fam-
ily has decided to send the 
body of Begum Shamim 
Akhtar, mother of Nawaz 
Sharif and Shehbaz Sharif, 
from London on Friday 
(November 27) and reach 
to Lahore on Saturday 
(November 28).

According to sources in 
the Sharif family, Begum 
Shamim Akhtar’s body 
would be flown to Lahore 
via British Airways flight 
BA-259, which will land in 
Lahore at 6:45 AM on 
Saturday. Earlier, former 
finance minister Ishaq Dar 
reached the Evenfield 
House of the Sharif family 
and said that family has 
received Begum Shamim 
Akhtar’s death certificate. 
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Violence, Women, 
And Balochistan

Incidents of violence against 
women including murder, ‘honor’ 
killings, rape, and domestic vio-
lence are on a constant rise in 
Balochistan, Pakistan’s least devel-
oped province. The statistics 
shared by the Aurat Foundation 
(AF) and other non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) have sent 
alarm bells across the country.
AF and other NGOs at a news con-
ference in Quetta revealed that 38 
women murdered during the last 
nine months in Balochistan. They 
mentioned that 69 violent acts 
against women reported across the 
province during this period. 14 
women and 8 men also murdered 
in the name of ‘honor’ in 
Balochistan.
True figures of violent attacks and 
murders of women in this regard 
can be much higher than what is 
quoted by the AF, other NGOs. In 
Balochistan, most of the cases of 
violence against women go unno-
ticed owing to tribal taboos and 
poor governance. In most of the 
cases, the murderers are still at 
large. Impunity in such cases 
appears to be one of the underly-
ing reasons behind increasing acts 
of violence against women.
The government functionaries 
have no data that how many 
accused have been punished, con-
victed, and acquitted in such cases. 
Poor prosecution, an investigation 
by police/Levies are also the main 
reasons behind the rise in such 
cases.
Although, 16-days of activism in 
terms of preventing and reporting 
violence against women have been 
announced. But, practically, the 
majority of the women are unaware 
of such initiatives since women in 
this sparsely populated province 
are deprived of education.
To be precise, women are deprived 
of social, political, cultural, and 
economic rights in most parts of 
Balochistan. The provincial gov-
ernment has recently adopted a 
women empowerment bill to grant 
the above-mentioned powers to 
women. However, bills and words 
need to be followed by action.
Overall, the women segment of 
society remained the worst suffer-
ers of poverty, illiteracy, unemploy-
ment, and law order situation. 
According to statistics of the 
Balochistan education department, 
over 1m children are out of schools 
currently. Most of the out of schools 
children comprise of minor girls.
The provincial government thus 
deserves to be appreciated for 
announcing stipend for girls stu-
dents in the province to boost 
female literacy. Moreover, the 
announcement needs to be 
matched by action.

Kamran Yousaf

The election of Joe Biden as US 
president has added new dimen-
sions to the already complex situa-
tion

Prime Minister Imran Khan 
undertook his maiden visit to 
Kabul last week. He was accom-
panied by Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi, DG ISI Lt-Gen 
Faiz Hameed and other senior 
officials. The visit was important 
in the context of Afghanistan’s 
current situation.

While the intra-Afghan talks 
are underway in Doha, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan have been try-
ing for months to remove mistrust 
between them. The heart of the 
problem is the series of complaints 
both have against each other. 
Afghanistan has long accused 
Pakistan of harbouring or sup-
porting the Afghan Taliban and 
the Haqqani network. The rheto-
ric was lowered in recent months 
after Pakistan played a key role in 
bringing the Taliban to the negoti-
ating table but the trust deficit is 
far from over. Similarly, Pakistan 
has its own grievances. It has 

openly stated that the Afghan soil 
is being used by groups such as 
outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) and Baloch terror-
ist groups to create trouble in 
Pakistan. Not long ago, DG ISPR 
Major General Iftikhar and FM 
Qureshi presented what they 
termed “irrefutable proofs” 
against India for using Afghan 
soil against Pakistan.

Against this backdrop, the key 
issue between the two countries is 
to address concerns for each other. 
In the past, efforts and promises 
were made but nothing changed 
on ground as blame game contin-
ued. At the conclusion of PM 
Imran’s daylong visit, a joint 
statement mentioned specific 
steps the two sides agreed to in 
order to address each other’s 
security concerns.

“By December 15, 2020: 
Re-energising joint intelligence 
services-led work on analysing, 
mapping and cooperating against 
enemies of peace and those 
undermining the peace process.”

This part of the joint statement 
was the most significant. Both 
countries have set a clear time-

line to deal with the issue of mili-
tants or groups that pose a threat 
to each other.

But will both sides really imple-
ment this plan? The question is 
valid since past efforts could not 
bring positive results. In 2011, 
Pakistan’s ISI and Afghanistan’s 
NDS agreed on an MoU for intel-
ligence sharing and cooperation. 
However, the then NDS chief 
refused to sign the MoU as the 
Ghani administration faced stiff 
resistance from within on the 
issue. As a result that agreement 
could not see the light of the day. 
The elements skeptical of 
Pakistan’s role in the Afghan 
peace process are still in the 
Kabul administration and may 
undermine the push for seeking 
cooperation between the two 
intelligence agencies.

To ensure the latest initiative 
does not meet the same fate as 
the previous effort, there has to 
be a greater role from the leader-
ship of the two countries. 
Increased and better communi-
cation at the highest level is one 
way to go about. The positive 
thing is that PM Imran’s visit is 

not one-off. The two countries 
agreed to continue these high-
level exchanges. Ghani accepted 
Imran’s visit and is likely to 
travel to Islamabad in the first 
quarter of 2021.

While all eyes are on the intra-
Afghan dialogue, if Pakistan and 
Afghanistan are able to develop 
a mechanism whereby instead of 
indulging in blame game they 
address their concerns through 
talks and behind the scenes this 
would go a long way in shaping 
not just the bilateral ties but also 
regional peace. It’s a tough task 
as spoilers within and outside 
Afghanistan will certainly make 
all-out efforts to undermine any 
initiative that brings Pakistan 
and Afghanistan closer. The 
election of Joe Biden as US presi-
dent has added new dimensions 
to the already complex situation. 
On paper, he may not have much 
difference with Trump on 
Afghanistan, but he may review 
the agreement with the Taliban 
with a view to extracting more 
concessions from the insurgent 
group. This will certainly put 
added pressure on Pakistan.

Rule of law
Shahzad Chaudhry

In Pakistan that ultimate author-
ity is the people who inherit 
sovereignty derived from the 
Almighty

On a TV programme last week 
I happened to be with two of our 
brightest minds who are avid 
democrats and committed liber-
als. They are avowedly opposed 
to army’s role in politics whether 
through takeovers or while 
keeping in the shadows which is 
how most democrats will want 
given our current spate of anti-
establishmentarianism – the lib-
erals sense a kill and don’t want 
to miss the chance. Except that 
these two are intellectually bril-
liant and academically inclined 
and implicitly open to alternate 
views. Far from it. The host had 
planned an academic exercise to 
define Establishment and taken 
the pains to develop an abstract 
which he shared with us – unique 
and rare in itself in a very sala-
cious media. It didn’t go as 
planned.

The rout began early. The host 
wanted the Establishment 
defined in the general sense. Do 
other countries have it? What all 
and who all constitute an 
Establishment? What purpose do 
the establishments serve? It was 
an entirely academic and com-
parative exercise which inalien-
ably would pull in references to 
Pakistani establishment. That 
much was known and granted. 
Bilawal Bhutto had included 
other pillars of the state beyond 
the military in its wider meaning 
when speaking to the BBC in an 
interview. The PDM too had 
touched the subject in its internal 
deliberations that morning 
where the debate apparently 
hinged on whether individuals 
or the institution or the generic 
Establishment may be used in 
references to army’s role in poli-
tics.

My contention that every state 
had an Establishment rooting 
out of it, acting at its ‘minder’, 
raised hackles. I explained – 
America has two; one in the 

shadows composed of intelli-
gence agencies keeping the state, 
the society and the government 
in synch without threatening the 
larger construct of the state. The 
other: the political establish-
ment, Democrats and republi-
cans, equally robust, given to 
keeping the political status quo 
without excessive discretions 
away from agreed mechanisms, 
checks and balance, and respect 
for rule of law and tradition. It is 
interesting that regardless of 
how Trump acts out his loss and 
reacts to his defeat, the larger 
sense is that both parties and 
their establishments will not per-
mit deviations from the estab-
lished norms ordained in the law 
and the constitution. All others, 
the Supreme Court and the mili-
tary will stand by law and the 
constitution. That is the American 
establishment. It keeps democ-
racy going; individuals are dis-
pensable.

England has its royals; Japan 
and Thailand have the Kings; 
China has the Party. Democracies 
will have institutions minding 
application of law and the 
Constitution. When Americans 
got stuck with choosing a 
President in 2000, the Supreme 
Court stepped in. In Thailand 
the army is the implementing 
arm for the King who and his 
state will not be brought to con-
troversy. There is always an 
institution deriving out of the 
state which will by law or tradi-
tion become the minder on 
behalf of the ultimate authority. 
In Pakistan that ultimate author-
ity is the people who inherit 
sovereignty derived from the 
Almighty. For the first eleven 
years of Pakistan’s life the 
bureaucracy minded the inter-
ests of the state. As their effect 
waned the military emerged as 
the dominant influence to keep 
state interests foremost. This 
was interspersed with judicial 
intervention. When politics de-
tracked from its sublime pur-
pose, of minding both the state 
and the society in the decade of 
90s, one saw the military and 

the judiciary joining hands in 
reverting to order. The demo-
cratic experience from 2008 has 
been different and unique of a 
no uncertain push-back by the 
political governments which 
now are an establishment by 
themselves. Imran Khan is an 
outsider to this establishment, 
hence the hullabaloo of chucking 
him out if the house is to be 
saved from being burned down.

What the political establish-
ment now needs is credibility. 
Their record reeks of neglecting 
the state and the society while 
pursuing personal, familial or 
tribal interests. They seek valida-
tion in correlation with other pil-
lars of the state but without a 
credible record of performance 
to support their claim for singu-
lar eminence. So they take on 
other elements of the state to pull 
those down. In the current angst 
the politics has taken on the state 
as an open and declared adver-
sary while it has left the society 
and the people neglected for dec-
ades. In this backdrop politics 
has its task cut out. Instead it 
makes even more a case for an 
arbiter’s relevance. A ‘minder’ on 
behalf of the people and the state 
who could save both from such 
rapacity.

The essence of politics is in 
‘public service’, not in arrogating 
power to one’s self. An electoral 
exercise endows a ‘term of 
engagement’ to a few – not power 
– to govern the state and the soci-
ety per the agreement between 
the state, the people, and the gov-
ernment, ratified in the constitu-
tion and the law. Respect for law 
underwrites their conduct in 
office and dispensation of allo-
cated responsibility to the best of 
their ability their political cre-
dentials. Without these essen-
tials guiding the political con-
duct it only turns into a fiefdom 
or a kingdom. Even those have 
rules. Without these qualifying 
criterion politics will only be a 
game of thrones. Our politics is 
farthest from any of these attrib-
utes yet claims the centrality due 
to a performing democracy.

And that’s the rub. The mili-
tary in our political history has 
exceeded its remit. No doubt 
about it but do spend some time 
reviewing events which brought 
the army to a point of interven-
tion. The effect is painful but the 
cause always neglected. And that 
is the bane of Pakistan’s political 
discourse. Most political com-
mentators in Pakistan cannot 
bring themselves to rise above 
this narrative of historical excess 
by the army and always at the 
cost of the other half – the people 
– whose rights are mauled by 
shameful neglect of those in 
power. Laws and constitutional 
domains need a universal appli-
cation to all power wielders espe-
cially when those exercising it are 
elites blamed for capturing the 
state into serving their interests at 
the cost of those of the people. 
These distortions and dichoto-
mies need to be resolved across 
the board and not selectively. The 
constitution provides the answers 
but these need to be respected by 
all not by one part of the state 
alone.

When the army made public its 
findings of the ‘Karachi incident’ 
a gleeful gloat went around in ‘I 
told you so’ commentary. To 
some it was a reinforcement of 
the rhetoric that the military 
does in fact exceed its domain. In 
this case apparently some did 
and were called. And yet in this 
exuberance over accepting ‘over-
zealousness’ of a few we all for-
got that a law had indeed been 
broken; that a complaint of a 
citizen could not be entertained 
because those involved were 
people of power and means enti-
tled to frequent absolution from 
law; that even an IG would not 
authorise a citizen’s report; that a 
provincial government encour-
aged the police officers to rebel 
en masse with mimicked leave 
applications. When exceptions 
and absolutions become ram-
pant the laws of a state are the 
first to be disrespected. That is 
when anarchy takes root and 
beckons non-political interven-
tion.

The black box
Hassan Niazi

People deserve to know the basis 
upon which these decision-mak-
ers are appointed
The PTI has expressed its desire to 
introduce a constitutional amend-
ment to curb the practice of horse-
trading in the Senate elections. 
This is a welcome move. I would 
propose that if the path to amend-
ing the Constitution is being 
explored, then it might be prudent 
to consider adding another pro-
posal to the mix: a change in the 
appointment process for the High 
Courts.

The 18th Amendment was sup-
posed to create a system for judicial 
appointments that involved the 
input of two institutions: The 
Judicial Commission of Pakistan 
(JCP), and a Parliamentary 
Committee. In 2011, the Supreme 
Court decided Munir Hussain 
Bhatti v Federation of Pakistan and 
effectively rendered the 
Parliamentary Committee’s role 
redundant. Then, in 2013, through 
its decision in Reference No 1 of 
2013 it vested disproportionate 
authority over judicial appoint-
ments to the Chief Justice of 
Pakistan, who is just one of the 
many members of the JCP. This was 
done in addition to Rule 3(2) of the 
Judicial Commission of Pakistan 
Rules, which states that only the 
Chief Justice can initiate the names 
of candidates for appointment to 
the High Courts.

And thus, a process that was sup-
posed to have the input of multiple 
stakeholders across two institutions 
of government is effectively at the 
discretion of one man.

Perhaps if there were clear, objec-
tive guidelines for the exercise of 
this discretion that would have 

eased some concerns regarding the 
overwhelming power to shape this 
nation’s history granted to one per-
son. Unfortunately, no such guide-
lines exist. We know next to noth-
ing about what is discussed in 
meetings of the JCP since every-
thing is deemed confidential. We 
are in the dark about why certain 
individuals are selected to become 
High Court judges and why others 
are not. Each time a proposed list of 
names for elevation to any High 
Court is published, the legal com-
munity has no idea apart from 
rumours and gossip as to what was 
taken into consideration in putting 
the list together.

In numerous judgments, the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan has 
stressed the need for transparency, 
accountability, and objective deci-
sion-making by all other institu-
tions of government. Yet, the 
appointment process for High 
Court judges lacks all three ele-
ments. This isn’t an issue that can 
be brushed aside. A person who is 
appointed to be a High Court 
judge has security of tenure till the 
age of 62.  If they become Supreme 
Court judges, they have till the age 
of 65. During that period, they 
have enormous amounts of 
responsibility regarding the inter-
pretation of constitutional rights 
and obligations. Especially since, 
apart from their usual responsi-
bilities, the judiciary has taken it 
upon itself to dismiss elected 
prime ministers, reserved the 
power to strike down constitu-
tional amendments, and adjudi-
cated over government policy. All 
of this is done while being an une-
lected institution.

People deserve to know the basis 
upon which these decision-makers 
are appointed.

Of course we have to be con-
scious of history. A history that 
involves repeated instances of 
executive interference in the judi-
cial process. So, while the current 
process may be unacceptable, nei-
ther can we revert back to the 
abyss from which we climbed out 
of.

Instead, there needs to be, as in 
all constitutional structuring, a 
balanced approach. Alternatives 
must both uphold the independ-
ence of the judiciary while allow-
ing for the creation of objective 
guidelines that can help stakehold-
ers reach an agreement over those 
best suited for holding judicial 
office.

It would make sense to resurrect 
the process that was proposed by 
the 18th Amendment with some 
modifications.

For example, a list of objective 
characteristics could be made man-
datory to be taken into considera-
tion by the JCP in preparing a short-
list of candidates. Inspiration can be 
drawn from similar criteria in other 
jurisdictions. New Zealand’s Crown 
Law Office has a list of four factors 
that are considered to assess suita-
bility for judicial office.

 These are: legal acumen, quality 
of character, personal technical 
skills, and reflection of society. Each 
of these is elaborated upon. Quality 
of character, for instance, involves 
assessments of patience, honesty, 
and integrity. Personal technical 
skills encompasses communication 
skills, management and leadership 
ability.

After preparing a short list keep-
ing these considerations in mind, 
the JCP would send it to the 
Parliamentary Committee who 
could provide feedback and give an 
opinion on the candidates it prefers 

along with reasons mapped against 
the objective factors proposed. 
These could be made publicly avail-
able. The JCP could then take a deci-
sion through a majority vote — the 
CJP’s vote holding no more weight 
than any other.

Another alternative function for 
the Parliamentary Committee 
could be to assume a role similar to 
the American Bar Association 
(ABA) in the United States. From the 
time of president Eisenhower, the 
ABA has been given an indication 
by the president of people that were 
being considered for federal judicial 
appointment.

 The ABA would then assess the 
candidate’s qualifications, again 
based on objective criteria, and give 
a rating reflecting the candidate’s 
suitability for the role. These recom-
mendations are not binding on the 
administration, but they play a wel-
come role of scrutiny.

The Parliamentary Committee 
could work with the Pakistan Bar 
Association to come up with this 
rating for each candidate. The rea-
son I do not want the Pakistan Bar 
Association to solely adopt this 
role is because it may transform 
the process into a chance to solicit 
votes in exchange for ratings.

It is almost certain that any con-
stitutional amendment to reform 
the judicial appointment process 
will not be easy to get through the 
Supreme Court. This is because 
the court still bears the scars of 
repeated executive interference. 
But all institutions of govern-
ment must evolve to strengthen 
our democracy. The current sys-
tem is too opaque and too arbi-
trary to be deemed satisfactory. 
The scars of the past can give us 
caution, but they should not hold 
us hostage.

Pak-Afghan trust deficit
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MNA Jam Abdul Karim 
Bijar tests positive for 

coronavirus
ISLAMABAD: Another 
member of National 
Assembly (NA) Jam Abdul 
Karim Bijar was  tested 
positive for coronavirus on 
Wednesday.

According to details, the 
Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) MNA has quaran-
tined himself for 14 days.

On the other hand, 
Pakistan has reported 59 
deaths in the last 24 hours 
by novel coronavirus as 
the number of positive 
cases has surged to 382,892. 
The nationwide tally of 
fatalities has jumped to 
7,803.

According to the latest 
figures by the National 
Command and Operation 
Center (NCOC), 3,009 per-

sons tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the past 24 
hours.

Sindh remains the 
worst-hit province by the 
pandemic in terms of cases 
followed by Punjab, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan. Punjab has 
overtaken Sindh in most 
number of casualties.

Till now 166,033 corona-
virus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 115,786 in 
Punjab, 45,314 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 16,891 in 
Balochistan, 27,979 in 
Islamabad, 6,316 in Azad 
Kashmir and 4,573 in 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Sindh remains the 
worst-hit province by the 
pandemic in terms of cases

News Desk

BEIJING: Small hydropower plants 
deliver tangible benefits in rural 
areas of Pakistan, said Zhou

Yuxiao, general manager of 
Chongqing Savvy Industries 
Company Limited, according to 
Gwadar Pro.

At that time, everything got more 
lively even than the celebration of 
New Year’s Day in each household 
after the village got electricity, it really 
changed a lot,” Yuxiao told Gwadar 
Pro, sharing his experience in estab-
lishing small, mini and micro hydro-
power plants in rural areas in 
Pakistan.

This Chinese company has com-
pleted the building of over 13 small, 
mini and micro hydropower plants in 
Pakistan as of 2019, of which seven 
have finished installation and trial 
run and started generating power in 
Gilgit, four were in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa(KP), and another four 
are now under installation in KP.

While citing enthusiastic response 
from local villagers, he appreciated 
China-Pakistan friendship, stating it 
is relatively smooth for a Chinese 
company to go through customs clear-
ance at the airports for doing business 
there.  Zhou mentioned the support he 
got from Pakistani local government 
in connection with safety issues.

“After arriving at the power station, 
the security service offered to them is 
free of charge all the way, which is 
unimaginable in other countries and 
makes us feel relieved,” he added.

Besides, ardent local people also 
offer great help to Zhou in the whole 
process. “Knowing that they are to 
send electricity, many villagers came 
to help them spontaneously, even with 
relatively low pay. 

No facilities got lost or destroyed 
even after being stored there for over 
half a year due to their careful protec-
tion,” Zhou said, expressing his grati-
tude to Gwadar Pro

He reiterated that the small,mini 
and micro hydropower plants have 

delivered tangible benefits to the well-
being of local people, especially in 
those underdeveloped areas without 
access to electricity before.

“We built a 1000 kW hydro-power 
station in Gilgit, which is used to sup-
ply electricity to the Suster Customs. 
Once the power is generated, the cus-
toms office can operate normally, and 
it becomes very convenient for cus-
toms clearance,” he gave an example, 
further explaining the benefits 
brought to local economic and social 
progress.

He pointed out that there exists the 
potential for cooperation between 
China and Pakistan

Zhou introduced the suitable pre-
requisites for the establishment of 
small, mini and micro hydropower 
plants in Pakistan, including abun-
dant water resources, large demand 
for electricity, and the country’s poten-
tial for development. As per the rea-
sons for the Chinese company’s 
investment in Pakistan, it predomi-
nantly attributes to the close relation-

ship between the two countries, as 
well as its supporting facilities and 
potential market in Pakistan.

Zhou added that as a large develop-
ing country with more than 200 mil-
lion population, Pakistan still faces a 
vast gap in power supply to achieve 
industrialization, from a traditionally 
agricultural country. Being iron-
brother, China is willing to offer tech-
nical support in this area.

Besides, CPEC has also created 
opportunities and privileges for SMEs 
like the company Zhou works for. “For 
a small-sized enterprise like us, it’s 
truly costly to turn to the agency for 
transporting facilities to a local power 
station, a business platform under 
CPEC, however, recommends a local 
logistics enterprise which supports us 
a lot in this regard,” he said. Aside 
from small, mini and micro hydro-
power plants, solar power, which 
belongs to renewable energy, is also 
an area that Zhou is exploring now. It 
is hoped that new energy, which is 
indeed a major trend.

Security of LGH to be 
made foolproof via 

deployment of army 
personnel: Prof Al-freed

Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: Principal Post 
Graduate Medical Institute 
Prof. Dr. Sardar 
Muhammad Al-freed 
Zafar has said that to make 
the security matters of 
LGH foolproof, retired 
Army personnel will be 
hired as Chief Security 
Officer and from an author-
itative private security 
company trained armed 
guards and snipers will 
also be recruited. 

He asked the private 
security company to deploy 
soldiers retired from mili-
tary and other law enforce-
ment agencies in the hospi-
tal on a priority basis who 
can ensure better security 
than the general public. MS 
Dr. Abdul Razaq and other 
administrative doctors 
were present on this occa-
sion. 

Talking in this regard, 
Principal PGMI said that 
eight constables were sanc-
tioned for the Police Post of 

LGH but at present only 
one Constable is available 
on duty which is not suffi-
cient for thousands of peo-
ple coming to such a large 
hospital daily. He once 
again demanded from the 
IG Police and CCPO to meet 
the demand of deploying 
relevant personnel includ-
ing the post of sub-inspec-
tor at the LGH outpost so 
that matters could be han-
dled effectively in case of 
any emergency. 

Prof. Al-freed said that 
more CCTV cameras would 
be installed at the entrances 
and exits points of the hos-
pital to further improve the 
security. Principal directed 
the MS LGH to visit the 
hospital and ensure to take 
duty from the security 
guards recruited in the 
company and ensure that 
the guards of the state-
owned private security 
company are always on 
alert and no one can go 
without handing over 
charging to the other shift. 

NAB officers, 
staff mem-

bers contract 
COVID-19 in 

Karachi
News Desk

KARACHI: The officers 
and staff members of the 
National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) Karachi 
chapter were diagnosed 
with novel coronavirus on 
Wednesday amid the sec-
ond wave of the pandemic 
hit the country.

A deputy director, two 
assistant directors and a 
staff member have been 
diagnosed with the 
COVID-19 at NAB 
Karachi’s office. The per-
sons have isolated them-
selves after being detected 
with the virus.

The anti-corruption 
watchdog’s office adminis-
tration issued instructions 
to its officers and staff 
members to strictly follow 
the standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) to curb 
the spread of the virus.

Pakistan has recorded 
fresh 3,009 COVID-19 cases 
and 59 deaths due to the 
virus in the last 24 hours. Pakistan reports over 

3,000 new cases for first 
time since mid-July

Monitoring Desk

LAHORE:  Pakistan has reported 59 deaths in the last 24 
hours by novel coronavirus as the number of positive 
cases has surged to 382,892. The nationwide tally of fatal-
ities has jumped to 7,803 on Wednesday.

According to the latest figures by the National 
Command and Operation Center (NCOC), 3,009 persons 
tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 24 hours.

Sindh remains the worst-hit province by the pandemic 
in terms of cases followed by Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. Punjab has overtaken 
Sindh in most number of casualties.

Till now 166,033 coronavirus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 115,786 in Punjab, 45,314 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 16,891 in Balochistan, 27,979 in Islamabad, 
6,316 in Azad Kashmir and 4,573 in Gilgit-Baltistan.

Furthermore 2,904 individuals have lost their lives to 
the epidemic in Punjab 2,858 in Sindh, 1,339 in KP, 164 in 
Balochistan, 291 in Islamabad, 151 in Azad Kashmir and 
96 in GB.

Pakistan has so far conducted 5,297,703 coronavirus 
tests and 41,583 in the last 24 hours. 332,974 coronavirus 
patients have recovered in the country whereas 1,867 
patients are in critical condition.

Small hydropower plants deliver 
tangible benefits in Pakistan: 

Says Zhou Xuxiao

News Desk

LAHORE: The Punjab University administration on 
Wednesday issued policy in the wake of increasing 
cases of COVID-19 as per NCOC instructions and has 
decided to continue online education till December 
24, 2020 for BS and master’s level students. The uni-
versity also announced winter vacations from 
December 25, 2020 to January 10, 2021.

In a press statement, PU spokesman Khuram 
Shahzad said that Deans’ Committee chaired by the 
Vice-Chancellor has decided that the university will 
remain closed for students from November 26, 2020 to 
December 24, 2020 and the face to face/physical 
classes of BS and MA/M.Sc. will be shifted to online 
mode. 

He said that the students should be provided with 
the syllabi of the subjects and relevant books on top 
priority basis. He said that course materials and 
recorded lecturers should be mailed/emailed/
uploaded to maximize the learning outcome of the 
students. He said that on the recommendations of the 
concerned Supervisor, HOD and Dean the MS/M.
Phil. & Ph.D. students may continue their research 
work on campus. 

Khurram Shahzad said that all the faculty members 
and visiting teachers will remain on duty as per rou-
tine. He said that all the admission tests of MS/M.
Phil. & Ph.D., programs will be conducted as per 
scheduled by observing SOPs provided by the gov-
ernment. He said that the hostels will remain closed 
for this particular period for all those students who 
will be studying online. 

However, the PU spokesman said, all those stu-
dents i.e. Foreigners & MS/M.Phil. & Ph.D permitted 
by the university to stay in the hostels will not be 
allowed to go out of the premises of the campus for 
this particular duration and no guests will be allowed 
to come in to the hostels.

However, the PU spokesman said, all those stu-
dents i.e. Foreigners & MS/M.Phil. & Ph.D permitted 
by the university to stay in the hostels.

LAHORE: Chairman 
Punjab Industrial 
Estates Development 
& Management 
Company (PIEDMC), 
Syed Nabeel Hashmi 
has said that the fed-
eral government has 
granted a concession 
of tax holiday and 
exemption of duties 
and taxes on import of 
industrial machinery 
in Quaid-e-Azam 
Business Park (QABP). 
He said, the electricity 
supply up to 2.2 mega-
watt is available for 
those who immedi-
ately are interested to 
set up their industrial 
units. Furthermore, 
the gas pipeline infra-
structure is almost 
ready.

He stated this in a 
meeting with a delega-
tion of Pakistan plastic 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
Association (PPMA), 
led by its chairman 
Khalil Ahmed on 
Wednesday.

Nabeel Hashmi 
informed that con-

sumption of plastic 
products had reached 
to $ 1.2 trillion globally 
and United States and 
China are the biggest 
consumers. There are a 
lot of opportunities for 
the local industry to 
get export orders from 
both the countries that 
is if they produce qual-
ity products. 

He offered them to 
set up plastic manufac-
turing units in Quaid-
e-Azam Business Park 
Special Economic 
Zone, where a congen-
ial atmosphere has 
been provided to 
investors and industri-
alists. Intending to 
build industrial units 
there accord to the 
availability of neces-
sary facilities for this 
purpose.

Talking about QABP, 
Nabeel Hashmi said 
that a levied package 
will be provided to all 
those investors who 
would purchase more 
than 25 acres of land 
for their industrial set-

ups in Quaid-e-Azam 
Business Park (QABP). 
This will also be pro-
vided on relaxed pay-
ment plans. With com-
pletion of QABP pro-
ject, new job employ-
ment opportunities of 
more than half million 
will be created in the 
province of Punjab. 
Ushering an era of 
development accord-
ing to the vision of PM 
Imran Khan, he added.

The COO PIEDMC, 
Ali Muazzam Syed, 
briefed the delegation 
that an advisory board 
for Quaid-e-Azam 
Business Park has been 
constituted in order to 
speed up development 
work in QABP. 

The Advisory board 
members include pub-
lic representatives and 
experts from various 
economic fields and 
will be nominated for 
a period of one year. 
He said that these 
members would serve 
for industrial develop-
ment.

PU issues policy under 
NCOC instructions

Activities organized 
to mark 16 Days of 
Activism against 

Gender-Based 
Violence

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency organ-
izes a number of activities across Pakistan in collabora-
tion with UN agencies, its partners and refugees to mark 
the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence 
– an international campaign that runs from 25 November 
through 10 December every year. 

Individuals, institutions and organizations across the 
world, plan activities to highlight that violence against 
women is a breach of human rights, calling for the pre-
vention and elimination of violence against women and 
girls. 

To support this initiative, started by the first Women’s 
Global Leadership Institute in 1991, the United Nations 
Secretary-General’s UNiTE by 2030 to End Violence 
against Women campaign by 2030 (UNiTE campaign) 
calls for global action to increase awareness, galvanize 
advocacy efforts, and share knowledge and innovations. 
This year’s theme is “Orange the World: Fund, Respond, 
Prevent, Collect!” which focuses on the COVID-19 crisis. 

While keeping in mind COVID-19 SOPs, UNHCR’s 
offices across Pakistan have planned activities that focus 
on combating violence against women and girls, includ-
ing to emphasize the positive role of individuals. 

The UNHCR Representative in Pakistan, Ms. Noriko 
Yoshida, said that arranging such activities are aimed at 
expressing solidarity with survivors of violence and rais-
ing awareness about discriminatory practices against 
women. “Everyone has a role to play to end violence 
against women and make the world a safer and prosper-
ous place to live in,” she said.   

She further said that COVID-19 has exacerbated the 
risks of gender-based violence for women and girls, 
including those forcibly displaced, adding that preven-
tion and response are life-saving, and this must be main-
tained as essential during COVID-19 lockdowns. 

In Islamabad, UNHCR, together with its partners, 
aims to hold a virtual power talk event in December. It 
will be an opportunity for refugee youth and academics 
to discuss and shed light on the voices of women during 
the COVID-19 crisis and their resilience and efforts to act 
as agents of change in their communities.

In Peshawar, UNHCR and UN Women held an open-
ing ceremony on Wednesday to mark the start of the 16 
Days of Activism. On the occasion, the speakers, includ-
ing female parliamentarians, called for collective efforts 
to prevent and address the issues of gender-based vio-
lence. 

Students also performed a role play underlining the 
risks of gender-based violence in the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Female Afghan refugees also narrated their sto-
ries and shed light on how they pursued their ambitions 
amid challenges.

In Quetta, a seminar was held on Wednesday in Pishin 
City on the theme of “Ending violence against women”. 
The speakers included religious scholars and other nota-
ble community members. 

To mark the last day of the 16 Days of Activism on 10 
December – Human Rights Day – UNHCR will also hold 
an event in Quetta with refugees and Pakistani host 
community members. The event will include experience-
sharing by female social change promoters from the ref-
ugee community.

Duties, taxes exempted on import 
of industrial machinery in QABP: 

Nabeel Hashmi
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58 patients on ventilators 
at Karachi hospitals: 

health deptt
INP NEWS

KARACHI: The government and private hospitals in the 
city have overall 451 ICU beds with ventilators, Sindh 
Health Department said in a statement on Wednesday.

In overall 31 government and private hospitals of the 
city, 58 patients have been on ventilators, the health 
department stated.

Moreover, 177 coronavirus patients have been admit-
ted at hospitals without requiring support of ventilators.

The city’s hospitals have overall 1534 ICU beds, accord-
ing to the health department.

“Two patients have been on ventilator in Civil 
Hospital, seven at the Trauma Centre and four patients at 
the Jinnah Hospital,” according to the statement.

Moreover, five patients have been on vent at Lyari 
General Hospital, 17 patients at Infectious Disease 
Hospital and Research Centre in Gulshan Iqbal and four 
patients at Liaquat National Hospital, the health depart-
ment further stated.

The city’s Aga Khan Hospital have nine patients get-
ting assistance of ventilators, three patients at Ziauddin 
Hospital’s Clifton branch, two patients at OMI hospital 
and one at the Patel Hospital, the health department 
said.

SC rejects plea to stop 
release of Omer Sheikh, 

others in Daniel Pearl case

Govt will not go 
anywhere, if opposition 

completes century of 
rallies: Ch Sarwar

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muhammad 
Sarwar on Wednesday said that the government will not 
go anywhere even if the opposition completes century of 
political rallies.

Provincial minister Akhtar Malik called on the gover-
nor along with other leaders and exchanged views on 
national situation and departmental affairs.

Chaudhry Sarwar said, “People are standing united 
by the government, democracy and parliament and will 
foil the efforts of those who want to halt the national pro-
gress. Those who wish for midterm elections have to 
wait until 2023.

“The opposition’s non-seriousness behavior on coro-
navirus will be harmful for the country. The second 
wave of the pandemic can be more dangerous than the 
first.

“Those who are not following the COVID-19 standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) are endangering not only 
their own lives but of others too. It is necessary to follow 
the SOPs if we want to avoid America-like situation.”

Businessmen of Capital 
warn against reducing 

markets timings
ISLAMABAD: The business community of Islamabad 
has warned against any move of the government to 
reduce the timings for markets and commercial centres 
as it would be destructive for the business activities and 
prove more harmful for the overall economy by making 
several businesses file for bankruptcy.

Speaking during a meeting at Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) on Wednesday, they 
said that Sindh has reduced timings for markets up to 
6:00 pm, but it was not acceptable for the business com-
munity of the province as it would cause them great 
business loss. They said that no such move should be 
considered for Islamabad to save the businesses from 
further losses.

Chairing the meeting, President ICCI Sardar Yasir 
Ilyas Khan said that the prolonged lockdowns and early 
closure of businesses over the past few months due to 
Covid-19 pandemic has destroyed many businesses and 
rendered hundreds of people jobless and cautioned that 
any further lockdown in markets or early closure of 
businesses would create more problems for the business 
community and lead to harmful consequences for the 
economy. 

He said that many members of the business commu-
nity were facing great problems in payment of rents, 
utility bills, salaries, taxes and loans as they were still 
struggling for the revival of businesses after the lock-
downs. He called upon the government to take meas-
ures for strong enforcement of SOPs in markets and 
commercial centres to curb the spread of Covid-19 pan-
demic instead of considering early closure of businesses. 

The ICCI President said that on the one hand, catering 
services were allowed in aircrafts in closed environ-
ment, but on the other hand, restaurants were banned 
from indoor serving of customers, which was not justi-
fied.  

He said that reducing business timings would create 
more rush in markets leading to further problems for 
the traders and customers. He said that in order to 
reduce rush in markets and commercial centres, the 
government should further enhance the timings for 
opening and closing of businesses so that people could 
do shopping as per their convenience. 

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said that despite suffering 
great losses over the past few months, the business com-
munity of the federal capital had extended full coopera-
tion to the local administration in dealing with Covid-19 
pandemic and would cooperate with the government 
this time as well to implement SOPs for preventing the 
spread of Covid-19. He also emphasized upon the busi-
ness community to act on the policy of No Mask No 
Entry in their businesses to help the government in con-
trolling the Covid-19 pandemic.

12 more 
health 

professionals 
infected by 
coronavirus 
in Lahore

Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: 12 more health 
professionals wereinfected 
by the novel coronavirus at 
Lahore’s Mayo Hospital on 
Wednesday. 

According to hospital 
administration,  the health 
professionals including 
nine doctors have gone into 
isolation after being con-
firmed with the COVID-19

Dr Asad Aslam said after 
a number of infections, 
more than 50 health profes-
sionals are undergoing 
COVID-19 diagnosis tests. 
He has appealed for a mini-
mum number of attendants 
to the hospital along with 
the patients, as a precau-
tionary measure.

Earlier, President Dr Arif 
Alvi had paid glowing trib-
ute to those who played a 
great role and rendered ser-
vices during the 
Coronavirus pandemic in 
the country. Speaking at the 
inauguration of ‘Corona 
Wall of Heroes’ in Lahore, 
President Arif Alvi had 
said that the government 
and people of Pakistan 
bravely faced the challenge 
of coronavirus.

Appreciating the gov-
ernment for giving a well-
planned response to the 
pandemic.

Faisalabad 
textile 

industry 
seeing 

massive rise 
in export 

orders: PM
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
tweeted on Wednesday 
that Faisalabad’s textile 
industry is witnessing a 
massive rise in demand 
and export orders.

In order to enable the 
industry to meet the grow-
ing demands, Prime 
Minister Khan said he has 
instructed the commerce 
and industries ministries 
to ensure all necessary 
support to the textile sec-
tor.

He said the textile sector 
is one of a number of posi-
tive developments on the 
country’s economic front 
despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

On November 19, Prime 
Minister Khan had 
directed the authorities 
concerned to resolve the 
problems facing the textile 
industry in Faisalabad at 
the earliest. Talking to a 
delegation of business rep-
resentatives and exporters 
associated with the textile 
industry in Faisalabad, he 
directed Minister for 
Industries and Production 
Hammad Azhar to consult 
with all the stakeholders 
about setting up of an 
Expo Center in the city.

He asked the ministry 
of communications to take 
steps for setting up a 
motorway interchange at 
Chak Jhumra. The prime 
minister also asked the 
ministry of aviation to 
work out a strategy to 
build Faisalabad 
International Airport.

He said that despite the 
problems faced by covid-
19, the country’s economic 
situation is stable. On the 
occasion, the business 
community vowed to 
increase textile exports to 
$21 billion by next year.He 
said that despite the prob-
lems faced by covid-19, the 
country’s economic situa-
tion is stable. On the occa-
sion, the business commu-
nity vowed.

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad’s largest government hospi-
tal, Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS), has 
announced on Wednesday limiting its medical ser-
vices for patients due to the spread of coronavirus 
pandemic during its second wave in the country.

The hospital’s spokesperson said in a statement that 
the central outpatient department (OPD) service was 
closed except the OPDs of gynaecology and children 
section. Dr Waseem Khawaja added that the emer-
gency section of the hospital will be fully functional 
amid the current situation.

The decision for the closure of OPD service was 
made in view of the rising number of coronavirus 
cases and surgeries will only be conducted in an 
emergency case. The OPD service will be restored 
after witnessing improvement in the pandemic situa-
tion, added Dr Khawaja. Earlier in the day, it emerged 
that twelve more health professionals have been 
infected by the novel coronavirus at Lahore’s Mayo 
Hospital. As per details, the health professionals 
including nine doctors have gone into isolation after 
being confirmed with the COVID-19, said the hospital 
administration.

OPD closed at PIMS 
hospital due to 

coronavirus spread

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday rejected a plea filed by the 
Sindh government to stop the release of 
the accused in the Daniel Pearl kidnapping 
and murder case.

A three-member bench headed by 
Justice Mushir Alam announced the deci-
sion despite the fact that the provincial 
government’s representative argued that 
they would be in tough spot in case they 
were released.

Earlier on October 7, the same bench had 
rejected the Sindh government’s request to 
extend the period of suspending the 
release of those who had been acquitted in 
the case.

During the hearing, the three-member 
bench observed that there was no hurdle 
in releasing the acquitted persons.

Justice Qazi Amin remarked that the 
court still regretted stopping the release of 
those accused in the Mukhtaran Mai case. 
They were acquitted as a result of their 
appeals but the court orders made them 
more time in prison, he added.

As the court heard the arguments pre-
sented by the prosecutor general, Justice 
Mushir Alam remarked that the provincial 

government had already kept them in 
detention through an executive order.

“We have nothing to do with what is 
happening outside the court,” observed 
Justice Qazi Amin.

The counsel for the accused said that the 
Sindh High Court had acquitted three of 
his clients while reducing the sentence of 
another.

According to the defence counsel, the 
accused spent 18 years of their lives in jail 
and the Sindh High Court too had men-
tioned this in its judgment. They deserve 
immediate release as a reward.

In April this year, the Sindh High Court 
had overturned the murder conviction of 
Omer Saeed Sheikh with reference of the 
kidnapping and killing of the Wall Street 
Journal reporter.

Instead, the court found Sheikh guilty of 
the lesser charge of kidnapping and sen-
tenced him to seven years in prison, which 
means he has served the jail term and 
should be released.

It also acquitted three others accused in 
the case – Fahad Naseem, Sheikh Adil, and 
Salman Saqib – who were earlier sentenced 
to life in prison.

Pearl, 38, was the South Asia bureau 
chief for The Wall Street Journal when he 

was abducted in Karachi in January 2002 
while researching a story about religious 
extremists in Karachi.

A graphic video showing his decapita-
tion was delivered to the US consulate in 
the city nearly a month later. Sheikh was 
arrested in 2002 and sentenced to death by 
an anti-terror court. 

However, Sheikh and others have not 
been released as the Sindh government not 
only challenged the judgment but also 
kept them in detention under Anti-
Terrorism Act.

Later in September, Pearl’s parents filed 
a separate appeal against the acquittal 
which was accepted for hearing by the 
Supreme Court.

Soon after the Sindh High Court’s judg-
ment, the United States reacted strongly, 
calling the decision an “affront”.

“The overturning of the convictions for 
Daniel Pearl’s murder is an affront to vic-
tims of terrorism everywhere,” said Alice 
Wells, the top US diplomat for South Asia.

She welcomed indications that Pakistani 
prosecutors would appeal the decision on 
the British-born Sheikh. “Those responsi-
ble for Daniel’s heinous kidnapping and 
murder must face the full measure of jus-
tice,” Wells wrote on Twitter.  

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval 
Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad 
Khan Niazi has emphasized the 
need to revive Iqbal’s philosophy of 
Islamic universalism and Muslim 
nationalism.

He was addressing through 
video-link as chief guest at two-day 
International Conference on ‘The 
Relevance of Iqbal’s Quranic 
Wisdom on Youth Education and 
Development” organized by Bahria 
University Islamabad Campus on 
Wednesday. The objective of the 
event was to pay tribute and incul-
cate the philosophy of Allama 
Muhammad Iqbal in the young gen-
eration.  

Eminent Speakers included 
Senator Waleed Iqbal, Guest of 
Honor Ambassador of Turkey, H.E. 
Mr. Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul, Guest 
of Honor Ambassador of Islamic 
Republic of Iran, H.E. Mr. Seyed 
Mohammad Ali Hossein, Dr. 
Baseera Ambreen, Director Iqbal 
Academy, Professor Dr. Moeenuddin 
Nizam, and Professor Dr. Shahid 
Siddqui shared their intellectual 
thoughts on the subject. 

The conference dynamically 
explored Iqbal’s philosophical and 
practical guidance through aca-
demic exercise and probed ways for 
its implementation in different 
domains of an Islamic State. 

Chief Guest of the ceremony, 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi in his remarks emphasized the 
attendees to benefit from the intel-
lectual discourses presented in the 
conference. The Naval Chief under-

lined that young students must com-
prehend the message of Allama 
Iqbal and shape their personal lives 
to become the ‘Shaheen’ of Iqbal to 
improve the condition of our beloved 
homeland.

Earlier in his welcome address, 
Rector Bahria University Vice 
Admiral Kaleem Shaukat thanked 
worthy guests and speakers for their 
presence. Rector BU eloquently 
expressed that based on the philoso-
phy of Iqbal, Bahria University 
aspires to provide all the opportuni-
ties to our youth for exploring 
beyond horizon.  

The Online Conference actively 
explored different aspect of Iqbal’s 
Philosophy for practical incorpora-
tion of his relevant theories in edu-
cation and youth development pro-
grams. The two-day event included 
key note speeches, panel discus-
sions and research paper presenta-
tions related to Iqbal and his wis-
dom. Bahria University is promot-
ing intellectual thoughts and vision-
ary message of national heroes and 
scholars through academic and liter-
ary pursuits.  Bahria University has 
‘Iqbal Chair’, a body which specifi-
cally focuses on objectives for imple-
menting teachings of Iqbal amongst 
university students in an organized 
manner.  Speakers shared poetry of 
Allama Iqbal with the students and 
emphasized on Iqbal’s concept of 
self-awareness, self-empowerment, 
self-discovery, knowledge and 
research. Students also presented 
Kalam e Iqbal and were motivated 
by the poetry.  Good number of stu-
dents, faculty and guest scholars 
participated in conference.

Iqbal’s philosophy of 
Islamic universalism 
needed to be revived: 

Naval Chief

University of HS 
postpones all exams amid 

rising Covid cases
News Desk

LAHORE: In light of the instructions issued by the 
National Command and Operations Centre (NCOC), the 
University of Health Sciences Lahore on Wednesday 
announced has postponed all theory and practical 
exams amid rising COVID-19 cases.

In a notification issued by varsity administration, “all 
undergraduate and postgraduate theory and practical 
examinations” scheduled from November 26 to 
December 24, have been postponed in wake of Covid-19 
till further notice.

On Tuesday, the Punjab University also announced to 
postpone its annual written examinations.

“In light of the current situation of Covid-19 and con-
version of all higher education institutions on online 
mode by Government of Pakistan all written examina-
tions have been postponed,” reads the notification.

Exams for BA/BSc and Associate Degree Part 1 and 2 
which were scheduled to begin from November 26, 2020 
have been deferred, according to a notification.

The move came after the federal government had 
announced the closure of all educational institutions 
from November 26 to December 24 due to the spike in 
COVID-19 cases.

QUETTA: Trader President Abdul Rahim Kakar addressing a press conference. 
QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

Saad Rafique Suggests 
Nawaz To Remain Abroad
News Desk

LAHORE: An accountability court of Lahore on 
Wednesday hearing the paragon scandal case ordered 
the Khawaja brother to present power of attorney.

Khawaja Saad Rafique and Khawaja Salman Rafique 
appeared before admin judge of the AC Judge Jawad Ul 
Hassan while junior judge informed the court that senior 
lawyer Ashtar Ausaf is not present in the court.

The Judge clarified that cross questioning will be done 
at all cost with the witness while expressed anger over 
absence of lawyers and said that excuses will not be 
heard on daily basis.In his conversation with Khawaja 
Saad Rafique the judge said that to look into the matter of 
counsel absence and fix it while Khawaja Saad Rafique 
tender apology over paper mistake.

PU makes 54-point jump 
in QS Asia Ranking

Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: Hitting a new mark of excellence, Punjab 
University has improved its Asian ranking issued by QS 
World Universities Rankings and now it stands on 178th 
position, making a considerable jump of 54 points in just 
two years. 

According to details issued here on Wednesday, PU 
was ranked 232 in 2018 ranking of Asian universities and 
it has improved its ranking manifold in a period of just 
years. 

PU VC Prof Niaz Ahmad said that the initiatives the 
administration had taken for improvement in interna-
tional ranking had started bringing fruit. He said that 
due to promotion of research culture, the research publi-
cations of the university had increased, teacher-student 
ratio had been maintained, appointments of PhD degree 
holders as faculty members had been made and collabo-
ration with international organizations had been 
enhanced, which had mainly contributed to university’s 
rapid improvement in QS Asian ranking. 

Prof Niaz Ahmad said that the university was making 
rapid progress in all the disciplines. He said that PU was 
full of potential and its ranking would be improved fur-
ther in the upcoming world ranking. He said that the 
university administration has focused on good govern-
ance, restoration of PU’s academic excellence and 
research with socio-economic impact. 

He said that the university had regulated all statutory 
bodies of the university and all its organs were fully 
functional. He said that streamlining the university’s 
system would help improve international ranking of the 
university. 

The PU VC appreciated to Chairman Ranking 
Committee Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood for making efforts 
to improve university’s ranking and congratulated PU 
faculty members, employees.


