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News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Educational insti-
tutions across the country would 
be closed from November 26 to 
contain the COVID19. 
Addressing a press conference 
on Monday, the Federal Minister 
for Education Shafqat Mehmood 
said the government has decided 
to close all educational institu-
tions across the country from 
November 26 to tackle the second 
wave of coronavirus.

Mr. Mehmood however 
informed that educational insti-
tutions would reopen from 
January 11, 2021. He announced 
the postponement of all examina-

tions in educational institutions 
in the country.

The education minister said 
winter vacations would be held 
from Dec 25 to January 10th in the 
country. He directed the educa-
tional institutions to hold online 
classes to provide an opportunity 
for students to study during the 
closure. Shafqat Mehmood stated 
that heads of educational institu-
tions would decide the presence 
of teachers in schools. 

The minister said that “home 
learning” will continue from 
November 26 to December 24. 
“From December 25 till January 
10, 2021, there will be winter 
vacations. Then from January 11, 

if the situation improves, we hope 
we can once again open all educa-
tional institutions.”

Mahmood added that a 
“review session” will be held dur-
ing the first week of January to 
gauge the country’s Covid-19 out-
break and a decision will be made 
accordingly. “God willing, educa-
tional institutions will reopen 
from January 11.”

The education minister stated 
that all examinations scheduled 
for December have been post-
poned. “Exams will commence 
from January 15.” He added that 
there were some “professional 
exams” that would, however, 
continue as per schedule.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan was given detailed briefing on COVID-19.. INP PHOTO

Educational institutions 
across country to be closed 

from Nov 26

Govt taking serious steps 
for Dr Aafia Siddiqui’s 
return: Babar Awan

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to Prime Minister on 
Parliamentary Affairs Babar Awan on Monday said 
that the federal government is taking serious steps 
for the return of Dr Aafia Siddiqui.

Dr Fauzia Siddiqui, the sister of Dr Aafia Siddiqui, 
met Dr Babar Awan where they discussed the pro-
gress of the government’s efforts for the return of the 
Pakistani scientist, Dr Aafia Siddiqui, from the 
United States (US).

Babar Awan told Dr Fauzia Siddiqui that the gov-
ernment is willing to bring back all Pakistanis who 
are imprisoned in different countries. He said that 
5,000 Pakistani prisoners have been brought back to 
Pakistan by the personal efforts of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.

Awan said that the federal government is taking 
serious steps for the return of Dr Aafia Siddiqui and 
a review session was organised by the foreign minis-
try at the Upper House over the efforts for her return 
on a humanitarian basis.

He also said that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
government has prioritised the resolution of all 
issues to the Pakistanis residing in foreign countries. 
He expressed hopes that the new US president will 
ensure the release of Dr Aafia Siddiqui.

During the meeting, Dr Fauzia Siddiqui expressed 
satisfaction over the efforts of PM Imran Khan and 
Dr Babar Awan for her sister’s return to Pakistan.

PM Imran, 
CM 

Mehmood 
Khan 

discuss 
development 
projects in 

KP
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chief 
Minister of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Mehmood 
Khan called on Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on 
Monday to discuss devel-
opment projects of the 
province and other matters 
of mutual interest.

According to details, the 
two discussed coronavirus 
second wave and steps to 
curb the spread the virus 
in the province. Political 
situation of the province 
also came under discus-
sion.

Earlier on Sunday, 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) con-
ducted public gathering at 
Peshawar’s Kabootar 
Chowk despite govern-
ment’s ban on rallies due to 
increasing cases of corona-
virus.

Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F) chief and PDM 
chairman Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
addressed the rally. 

PM Imran Khan 
summons federal cabinet 

session today
Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan on Monday 
summoned a session of the federal cabinet on Tuesday 
(today) to discuss a 14-point agenda.

The federal cabinet will review the political and eco-
nomic situation of the country besides discussing the 
developments of coronavirus pandemic and ongoing 
political campaign of the opposition parties.

The cabinet members are likely to give approval to 
the recommendations by a relevant committee for 
institutional reforms. The decision for the appoint-
ment of the heads of public sectors and extension in 
loan payments of G20 countries will be made in the 
upcoming session.

Moreover, the federal will also mull over the issu-
ance of NOC for the payment of dues to the Indian 
broadcasters.

In the previous session, the federal cabinet had 
rejected the demand for an increase in support price of 
wheat. The cabinet meeting had approved the forma-
tion of a National Commission to thwarter the extrem-
ism and violence.

Commencement of Digital Corporation Organisation 
by Saudi Arabia was also green-lightened. The meet-
ing had also okayed the decisions taken by the 
Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) on October 
28.

The summary for nominations of the board of direc-
tors for Saindak Metals Limited and re-organization 
of the Pharmacy Council of Pakistan had been put on 
hold. The cabinet had been briefed about the subsidies 
and the grants. Moreover, the cabinet had permitted 
the Interior ministry to initiate investigation into dif-
ferent cases.

Ayaz Sadiq, others get bail 
extension in violent 

protest case
INP NEWS

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism court (ATC) on Monday 
extended interim bail of PML-N leaders Ayaz Sadiq, 
Salman Rafique and others in a 2018 case pertaining to 
violent protests.

Judge Ejaz Ahmed Butt extended their bail till 
November 30 and directed the investigation officer to 
submit a complete record of the case at the next hearing.

Ayaz Sadiq and other PML-N leaders were booked on 
charges of resorting to violent protests when former 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif returned to the country to 
serve his sentence in July 2018.

The first information report was registered under 
Section 7 of ATA. Mr Sharif along with his daughter 
Maryam Nawaz was arrested upon arrival at the Lahore 
airport on July 13, 2018 and shifted to jail to serve sen-
tences in a graft case.

Meanwhile, the anti-terrorism court reserved a verdict 
on interim bail pleas of accused persons in a case per-
taining to violence outside the NAB Lahore office after 
arrival of Maryam Nawaz there in August last.

The state counsel informed the judge that only 18 of 
the accused named in the FIR have joined investigation 
and sought time to complete the probe. The court ruled 
that it would tackle the matter involving the accused 
who have failed to join the probe as per the law.

CEC GB, 
federal govt 
responsible 
for violence 
on peaceful 
protestors: 

Sen. 
Khokhar

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Senator 
Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar, 
the spokesmen to the 
Chairman Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP), 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has 
said that after stealing the 
Gilgit Baltistan elections, 
the federal government is 
now resorting to violence. 

In a statement issued 
here on Monday, Senator 
Khokhar said that the peo-
ple are protesting peace-
fully on stealing of their 
votes by the federal gov-
ernment but they are being 
baton charged, tear gassed 
and fired bullets on them. 

He said that the Chief 
Election Commissioner 
has gone back from the 
agreement that no result 
will be announced in GB-2 
constituency before the 
forensic of votes are com-
pleted. All the record of 
election in GB-2 is missing 
on the behest of CEC, GB. 
The government wants to 
create a law and order situ-
ation by violence on the 
protestors.  The spokes-
man to Chairman PPP said 
that how is it possible that 
the PPP received most 
votes but the PTI got most 
seats? He said that people 
will not tolerate.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The gas con-
sumers are likely to bear 
another hike in prices of 
gas as Sui Northern and 
Southern companies have 
sent summery to the Oil 
and Gas Regulatory 
Authority (Ogra). SSGC 
recommended Rs79 per 
unit increase and SNGPL 
Rs773 per unit from July 1.  

Ogra will take up the 
matter on November 26.  
According to SSGC, it ran 
short of Rs28 billion reve-
nue so it made a request for 
letting it increase the price 
from Rs743.25 per MMBTU 
to Rs822.25 per MMBTU. 
The SNGPL made an 
appeal for surging the gas 
price from Rs631 per 

MMBTU to Rs1,404.91  per 
MMBTU to overcome its 
Rs35 billion revenue short-
fall, the regulatory author-
ity said. 

Last month, Ogra let an 
increase in gas prices for 
industries resulting up to 
Rs88 per MMBTU increase 
in CNG sector. For Punjab 
and Khyber Pakthunkhwa, 
the hike in price in Rs88, 
meanwhile, Rs67 is for 
Sindh and Balochistan, the 
authority notified. For gen-
eral industries, the price of 
gas was increased by Rs33 
per MMBTU and Rs66 per 
MMBTU for the export sec-
tor.  Ogra raised gas by Rs2 
for fertilizer sector while 
power stations would be 
paying Rs33 and IPPs Rs33 
per MMBTU. 

Gas consumers likely to 
bear the burden of 
companies revenue 

shortfall

Pishin terror bid foiled, 
10kgs bomb defused: 

Deputy Commissioner
Asmat Ullah Hanfai

PISHIN: District adminis-
tration and security forces 
foiled a major bid of terror-
ism in Balochistan’s Pishin 
district on Monday. Qaim 
Khan Lashari, the Deputy 
Commissioner Pishin said 
the bomb disposal squad 
defused two bombs weigh-
ing 10kgs near a flour mill.

The miscreants had 
planted bombs in a motor-
cycle parked near the flour 
mill in Pishin, Mr. Lashari 
said. The administration 
sealed the area and bomb 
disposal squad personnel 
technically and carefully 
defused bombs planted in 
the motorcycle. “Bomb dis-
posal squad personnel put 
their lives at danger and 
defused bombs”, he said.

DC, other officers moni-
tored the defusing of 
bombs

The Deputy 
Commissioner and other 
senior officers of the law 
enforcement agencies 
keenly monitored the 
defusing of bombs. “Major 
terror bid foiled”, Mr. 
Lashari said. The miscre-
ants had parked the 

motorcycle to cause maxi-
mum human losses. 
Detonators, bullets, nails, 
explosives planted in 
bombs to cause maximum 
human losses, he men-
tioned.

Forces timely reacted 
and foiled the terror bid

Security personnel 
timely acted and defused 
both bombs. This incident 
has come a day after the 

miscreants blown up a rail-
way track in the Bolan dis-
trict of Balochistan. The 
blast caused the suspension 
of train service between 
Balochistan and other parts 
of the country. Later in the 

day, the railway’s technical 
team repaired the damaged 
portion of the track, and 
train service restored 
between Balochistan and 
other parts of the country. 
In Pishin, miscreants in the 
past have targeted levies 
(tribal policing) personnel 
through low-scale bomb 
explosions. Security tight-
ened in and around the dis-
trict after the recovery of 

two bombs. Police and 
Levies personnel tightened 
checking of all vehicles leav-
ing and entering into the 
districts at all exit and 
entry points to avert any 
untoward incident.

Pari Gul Tareen 
Balochistan’s first 

female PSP Officer

Ibrar Ahmed

QUETTA: Pari Gul 
Tareen, Balochistan’s 
first female PSP officer 
has been posted as the 
Assistant Superinte 
ndent of Police (ASP) 
Quetta Cantonment on 
Monday. The Balochis 
tan police department 
issued a notification of 
transfers and postings 
of nine officers includ-
ing Pari Gul.

Pari Gul Tareen had 
passed the Central 
Superior Services (CSS) 
competitive examina-
tion during 2017 and 
then joined the police 
force. She is the first 
female PSP police 
officer posted in the 
province. She got 4th 
position in the CSS 
examination across the 
province. Pari Gul 
Tareen belongs to 
Balochistan’s Pishin 
district. She got her 
master’s degree in 
English literature in 
2015 from NUML uni-
versity.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here, another girl 
Kainat Azhar Khan 
who also belongs to 
Balochistan has done 
her CSS in 2018 and allo-
cated to the PSP group, 
she is still under train-
ing.

Despite all odds, 
tribal taboos, Pari Gul 
kept continued her 
struggle  Despite all 
odds and tribal taboos, 
Pari Gul Tareen kept 
continued her struggle 
and finally qualified for 
the CSS examination 
with a better score in 
2017. Earlier this year, a 
girl from Quetta’s 
Hazara community, 
Farwa Batool got the 
first position across 
Balochistan in the CSS 
examination. Farwa had 
also struggled through-
out her life to serving 
the country and nation. 
People belonging to var-
ious walks of life have 
praised female officers 
from Balochistan for 
passing the prestigious 
CSS examination.

Protest in Kohlu as death 
toll rises to 14 in gas 

cylinder blast
Yousaf Marri

KOHLU: Political parties 
have staged a protest dem-
onstration against the 
Balochistan government for 
what they claim its (Govt) 
failure to provide timely 
medical treatment to injured 
children of gas cylinder blast 
in Kohlu. As political parties 
marched in Kohlu, another 
child succumbed to burn 
injuries. The death toll in the 
deadly blast reached 14 in 
Kohlu.

Haq Nawaz Muhammad 
Hassani, a police officer said 
the death toll in a gas cylin-
der blast reached 14. “All 
seriously injured children 
succumbed to injuries in 
Multan”, he informed. 

Political leaders including 
Mehrab Baloch, a central 
leader of the National Party 
(NP), Mir Qayoum Marri of 
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam 
(JUI), Juma Khan Zarkoon of 
Pashtoonkhwa Milli Awami 
Party (PKMAP), Farooq 
Marri of Baloch istan 
National Party (Mengal) 
addressed the protesters.

The political leaders stated 
that the provincial govern-
ment failed to support the 
injured of the gas cylinder 
blast. “Compensation 
amount announced by the 
government is a mere joke”, 
Mehrab Baloch said. Rs. 2 m 
compensation dema nded 
for broken family members

The political parties 
demanded of the govern-

ment to announce a Rs. 2 m 
compensation amount for 
the broken families of the 
children who died in the 
deadly blast. The Balochistan 
government had announced 
Rs. 4 lakh for the families.

A gas cylinder blast 
injured 33 people including 
31 children on November 8, 
2020, in the Bohri area of 
Kohlu. 13 children died.

 of burn wounds in 
Multan hospital. The gas 
cylinder exploded when 
children had surrounded a 
potato chips seller during a 
wedding party. Unsafe gas 
cylinders have claimed 
scores of precious human 
lives in Balochistan.

No basic facilities at 
Kohlu hospital 

SC wants CDA to make 
regularisation process 

more transparent
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Hearing 
the Bani Gala encroach-
ment case, the Supreme 
Court directed on 
Monday the Capital 
Development Authority 
(CDA) to make the reg-
ularisation of construc-
tions more transparent.

A three-judge apex 
court bench, headed by 
Justice Umar Ata 
Bandial, directed the 

authority to furnish a 
report on the quality of 
water in Korang Nullah 
after the court was 
informed that housing 
societies were dispos-
ing of untreated sewage 
into it. Justice Bandial 
remarked that the 
housing societies 
should be stopped from 
polluting the drain.

He said all societies 
need to have sewerage 
treatment plants.
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Unsafe Gas Cylinders 
in Balochistan

Gas cylinder blasts have claimed 
scores of precious human lives in 
Balochistan. A recent gas cylinder 
blast in Balochistan’s Kohlu injured 
33 people including 31 children. Six 
children critically injured as a result 
of the blast have succumbed to inju-
ries in the burn unit of Punjab’s 
Multan hospital. Seven minors are 
still battling for their lives at the 
burn ward.
All the victims had suffered burn 
wounds when the gas cylinder 
exploded with a big bang in the 
Bohri area of Kohlu district. Police 
said children had gathered around 
a potato chips seller when the cylin-
der went off during a wedding 
party. A similar gas cylinder blast 
claimed 6 precious human lives in 
Balochistan’s Pishin district.
Gas cylinder blasts order of the day 
in Balochistan 
Gas cylinder blasts have almost 
become the order of the day in 
Balochistan. There seems to be no 
mechanism to check the quality of 
gas cylinders. The sale of sub-
standard Liquefied Petroleum Gas 
(LPG) cylinders is on the rise in the 
market. LPG sellers are busy ille-
gally filling the gas cylinders to 
mint money right under the nose 
of the authorities.
LPG decanting from one cylinder 
to another using an electric motor 
is prohibited by law but the prac-
tice is continuing due to the absence 
of strict monitoring by the authori-
ties concerned. Since the residents 
face low gas pressure issues, using 
LPG as an alternate source is the 
only option for them. Not only 
domestic cylinders are being filled, 
but LPG is also being filled in vehi-
cles through electric motors.
People smoking while decanting 
the LPG
It can be observed that shopkeep-
ers decant LPG without taking any 
safety measures. People, custom-
ers, and even shopkeepers can be 
seen smoking while decanting the 
LPG. The government is yet to take 
notice of such incidents. The offi-
cials hard take notice. Regarding 
the Kohlu tragedy, the incident 
happened on November 8 and the 
police registered the FIR against 
the accused on November 14. This 
reflects the interest of the con-
cerned quarters.
In rural Balochistan, such incidents 
are rampant. Although, very few 
incidents are being reported. The 
Balochistan government needs to 
take notice of such incidents and 
form a committee comprising 
experts to evolve a proper mecha-
nism in this regard to avoid future 
human losses. Rulers need to be 
framed and the LPG sellers must be 
strictly monitored to ensure imple-
mentation of the said mechanism.

Dr Manzoor Ali Isran

The history of the evolution of insti-
tutions in our country is extremely 
bitter
Institutional development holds 
key to national progress. 
Unfortunately though, in our coun-
try no serious efforts have been 
made to build institutions. Instead, 
we have systematically destroyed 
them one after another for personal 
gains. As a result, our institutions 
are decaying and have become a 
new source of misery and mayhem 
for the common people.

The history of the evolution of 
institutions in our country is 
extremely bitter. No effort has been 
made by our rulers to establish 
inclusive institutions. Economic 
logic of institutions demands that 
they must serve people efficiently 
and effectively, but in our country 
political logic overwhelms the eco-
nomic logic, and institutions are 
used by politicians as a tool to serve 
their own interests.

This has a crippling effect on the 
functionality of institutions across 
the spectrum. Generally speaking, 
administrative and financial insti-
tutions can recover in a short time if 

corrective measures are taken. But 
when educational institutions col-
lapse, it leads to an avalanche effect 
that is disastrous for the entire 
nation and future generations in 
terms of intellectual, social and sci-
entific evolution. Someone once 
rightly said, “If you want to destroy 
any nation, destroy its education”. 
Interestingly, no external forces are 
involved in this. It is rather the 
doing of our very own ruling elite 
who seems to believe that if the 
masses get educated and empow-
ered, they will stand up against 
them one day.

Educational institutions are vital 
to national development, but in our 
country most of them are suffering 
from decline and decay due to bad 
governance and political interfer-
ence. Bad governance is the obvious 
outcome of political interference in 
educational institutions. Vice chan-
cellors of universities are mostly 
appointed on a political basis to 
serve the interests of their political 
masters. It is thus no wonder that 
most of our universities have turned 
into job factories rather than centres 
of learning and research.

Today, original research is almost 
non-existent. Whatever research 

work is produced is a rehash of 
research done elsewhere. Professor 
Pervez Hoodbhoy has written a lot 
on this.

Universities around the world 
work to experiment on societal 
challenges and offer solutions to 
mechanise — and now digitise — 
different production processes. 
This way, the world has witnessed 
continuous mechanical and digital 
revolutions, totally transforming 
human relations and socioeconomic 
structures of societies. It is the edu-
cational institutions that are the 
centers of these revolutionary inno-
vations. Even today, when the world 
is suffering from the Covid-19 pan-
demic, universities around the 
world are working to enlighten 
research to support the develop-
ment of a vaccine, but no or little 
work is being done at our universi-
ties towards vaccine development. 
We initially heard that research is 
being performed on the vaccine but 
later found out that only Covid-19 
tests had been administered. If this 
is the truth, then what is the differ-
ence between a diagnostic lab and 
university research centers on 
which where millions of rupees are 
spent.

Nowhere else in the world do uni-
versities face such a level of political 
interference that appointments of 
even VCs are made under political 
pressure; contracts are awarded on 
whims and wishes, indicating a 
clear conflict of interest; and even 
land grabbers, casting an evil eye 
on university lands, are overlooked 
due to their political connections.

No societies can progress without 
education. It was in this context that 
Henry Etzkowitz and Loet 
Leydesdorff in the 1990s presented 
the ‘Triple Helix Model’, visualising 
University-Industry-Government 
collaboration, with the aim of fos-
tering economic and social develop-
ment, and finally cruising towards 
a knowledge economy and knowl-
edge society. The triple helix inno-
vation framework has been widely 
adopted and applied by policymak-
ers in developed and emerging 
economies.

But unfortunately, we don’t see 
anything like that happening in 
Pakistan. We hope that our policy-
makers prioritise education over all 
else, and work to rebuild and reform 
our educational institutions which 
are decaying in the cesspool of bad 
governance.

Arc of the immoral universe
Farrukh Khan Pitafi

We face devastating blows like the 
Covid-19 pandemic and accompa-
nying global economic meltdown

Reading president Obama’s new 
book took me back to that November 
night in 2008 when after eight years 
of Cheney’s endless wars we heard 
that an anti-war African-American 
man had won in the world’s most 
powerful democracy. It was a 
moment of hope and renewal. And 
for me a moment of vindication. I 
had just won a bet. One of my col-
leagues, a senior anchor, had refused 
to believe when I told him that white 
America could choose a black presi-
dent. In my naïve exuberance I had 
challenged him to a bet in front of a 
live audience. At the time he accepted 
the challenge. But when results 
arrived I don’t think he showed any 
inclination towards even acknowl-
edging that he had lost the bet. 
Ecstatic about what I deemed a tri-
umph of fundamental human 
decency over ugly stereotypes, I did 
not push my luck. The world was a 
good place, I knew it, and my vulner-
abilities and ego insignificant in 
comparison.

Life would take a few more years 
to disabuse me of any false hope. 
Obama was a force of hope and 
America was fundamentally good. 
But the world was broken and cos-
metic changes could not change that. 
Now as Obama writes one remem-
bers that on that night another force 
was born that would do great harm 
to the world. McCain was a decent 
man and he proved it to the very end. 
But his running mate, chosen for 
token female participation and 
devoid of any outstanding creden-
tials that unnerved strongmen 
around her, would take electoral 
rejection to her heart and make it 
personal. In her anger she would 
mainstream nativist talking points 
and spew borderline racist nonsense. 
Her failed candidature later attracted 

the likes of Steve Bannon, who even 
made a documentary on her life 
called The Undefeated. Later Bannon 
would latch onto the Tea Party move-
ment and bring his racism to the 
Republican mainstream. In the end, 
it all led to the hot mess the US finds 
itself in.

When you’re the first black presi-
dent with the middle name ‘Hussein’ 
and have won on a Democratic ticket 
you must prove every single day that 
you’re every bit as competent and 
patriotic as a white man, not a 
Muslim and tough on national secu-
rity. Whether he was able to do jus-
tice to all will only be decided by his-
tory. But if we thought his victory 
would fix a broken world we could 
not be more wrong. The forces of 
darkness can cause damage even in 
broad daylight. Those forces kept 
working, sponsoring hate around 
the world. And then dominoes began 
to fall. Hardliners were rising like 
rabbits raising their heads in a hutch. 
Netanyahu won in Israel. A Nazi-
inspired Hindutva party triumphed 
in India. Race fanatics started rising 
in Europe. Religious and authoritar-
ian extremists had a field day in the 
Muslim world. Then Brexit hap-
pened and eventually Trump won. 
The arc of the immoral universe was 
complete. 

One example of this broken world 
is Trump’s refusal to concede after an 
electoral drubbing at the hand of a 
man he publicly accused of being an 
invalid. I still like to believe there is a 
good, patriotic man hiding some-
where in there. But how deep that 
man might be a hostage by the alt-
right propaganda, personal greed 
and opportunism, and gullibility is 
anybody’s guess. I recall on the day 
of the first presidential debate Alex 
Jones continued to claim on his show 
that Biden was a demon possessed 
zombie who would fall apart at 
Trump’s first sight. And when that 
didn’t happen he went on claiming 
that many litres of blood had been 

artificially pumped into his veins to 
make him look alive. This practice he 
claims is called plumping. When you 
are inhaling propaganda emanating 
from such a broken mindset you are 
likely to believe that a supercom-
puter called hammer and a software 
called scorecard could help steal the 
election. Just some more alt-right 
trivia: Biden is a half-dead zombie 
because he accepted to be Obama’s 
vice-president, something a consci-
entious white Christian man would 
never do.

The second proof of a world bro-
ken beyond repair is the set of evi-
dences presented by the Pakistani 
Foreign Office and army regarding 
India’s alleged terrorist sponsorship 
in Pakistan. I call it alleged just out of 
the sheer need to preserve journalis-
tic integrity. Otherwise, when you 
have already read the leaked FinCEN 
reports on the involvement of Indian 
banks (especially Punjab National 
Bank) in terror sponsorship and then 
you see a PNB receipt, showing a 
money transfer to the anti-Pakistan 
terrorists hiding in Afghanistan, 
flashed on the screen you know this 
is a real terror money trail. Many 
have speculated that Pakistan 
unveiled this evidence because it 
wants to influence the incoming 
Biden administration. I believe it did 
so because it worries the Modi gov-
ernment uses international turmoil 
and leadership vacuum from a messy 
transition to further indulge in 
adventurism and exposing it now 
may pre-empt that. And on top I 
came across some fascinating argu-
ments from Indian pundits. The 
world knew this was a comeuppance 
for decades-long separatist sponsor-
ship by Islamabad, they claimed. 
Sure geniuses, but that’s not how it is 
supposed to work. You punish some-
one when some excess is commit-
ment, not when someone has already 
atoned for mistakes. Even if your 
blinkered worldview leads you to 
believe Pakistan is not moving in the 

right direction you will concede that 
it is not moving in the wrong direc-
tion. And under Modi India has cov-
ered light years of the wrong terri-
tory. Broken. See.

The third example is of the South 
Asian reaction to Kamala Harris’ 
victory. While for the saffron-clad 
Modi bhakts she is not Indian 
enough, to many Pakistanis she is 
just another Indian. I have no solu-
tion to Modi’s benightedness but I 
am disappointed in the Pakistanis 
who think this way. One, every 
South Asian should be proud that 
one of us has reached that high 
office. Two, South Asian nations 
should stop asking the diaspora to 
do more for them and strive to 
ensure that basic decency returns to 
the international order so the dias-
pora can survive the rising tide of 
nativism. Three, if India is turning 
into a dystopia the least Pakistan 
and other South Asian nations can 
do is reach out to the expat South 
Asians and remind them they have 
other places to call home, which 
even if are not perfect are places 
where good people have not given 
up the fight. Try empathy some-
time. It’s a miracle drug.

And while the world is already so 
broken we face devastating blows 
like the Covid-19 pandemic and 
accompanying global economic 
meltdown. While the world should 
have been uniting to defeat new 
common enemies we are busy 
inventing new cold wars. 

And now the real question: can 
all of this be fixed? The answer is, 
yes. But will it? Based on the long 
history of human instincts I would 
hazard a no. I refuse to believe in 
the fairytale of a light at the end of 
this long, long dark tunnel. The arc 
of this dark universe seems to bend 
towards more darkness. I will be 
happy to be proven wrong. But so 
far it looks like a universe meant for 
the Palins, Bannons, and Modis 
around us.

Decaying educational institutions

Rule of law
Shahzad Chaudhry

In Pakistan that ultimate author-
ity is the people who inherit sov-
ereignty derived from the 
Almighty

On a TV programme last week I 
happened to be with two of our 
brightest minds who are avid 
democrats and committed liber-
als. They are avowedly opposed to 
army’s role in politics whether 
through takeovers or while keep-
ing in the shadows which is how 
most democrats will want given 
our current spate of anti-establish-
mentarianism – the liberals sense a 
kill and don’t want to miss the 
chance. Except that these two are 
intellectually brilliant and aca-
demically inclined and implicitly 
open to alternate views. Far from 
it. The host had planned an aca-
demic exercise to define 
Establishment and taken the pains 
to develop an abstract which he 
shared with us – unique and rare 
in itself in a very salacious media. 
It didn’t go as planned.

The rout began early. The host 
wanted the Establishment defined 
in the general sense. Do other 
countries have it? What all and 
who all constitute an 
Establishment? What purpose do 
the establishments serve? It was an 
entirely academic and comparative 
exercise which inalienably would 
pull in references to Pakistani 
establishment. That much was 
known and granted. Bilawal 
Bhutto had included other pillars 
of the state beyond the military in 
its wider meaning when speaking 
to the BBC in an interview. The 
PDM too had touched the subject 
in its internal deliberations that 
morning where the debate appar-
ently hinged on whether individu-
als or the institution or the generic 
Establishment may be used in ref-
erences to army’s role in politics.

My contention that every state 
had an Establishment rooting out 
of it, acting at its ‘minder’, raised 

hackles. I explained – America has 
two; one in the shadows composed 
of intelligence agencies keeping 
the state, the society and the gov-
ernment in synch without threat-
ening the larger construct of the 
state. The other: the political estab-
lishment, Democrats and republi-
cans, equally robust, given to keep-
ing the political status quo without 
excessive discretions away from 
agreed mechanisms, checks and 
balance, and respect for rule of law 
and tradition. It is interesting that 
regardless of how Trump acts out 
his loss and reacts to his defeat, the 
larger sense is that both parties and 
their establishments will not per-
mit deviations from the established 
norms ordained in the law and the 
constitution. All others, the 
Supreme Court and the military 
will stand by law and the constitu-
tion. That is the American estab-
lishment. It keeps democracy going; 
individuals are dispensable.

England has its royals; Japan and 
Thailand have the Kings; China has 
the Party. Democracies will have 
institutions minding application of 
law and the Constitution. When 
Americans got stuck with choosing 
a President in 2000, the Supreme 
Court stepped in. In Thailand the 
army is the implementing arm for 
the King who and his state will not 
be brought to controversy. There is 
always an institution deriving out 
of the state which will by law or 
tradition become the minder on 
behalf of the ultimate authority. In 
Pakistan that ultimate authority is 
the people who inherit sovereignty 
derived from the Almighty. For the 
first eleven years of Pakistan’s life 
the bureaucracy minded the inter-
ests of the state. As their effect 
waned the military emerged as the 
dominant influence to keep state 
interests foremost. This was inter-
spersed with judicial intervention. 
When politics de-tracked from its 
sublime purpose, of minding both 
the state and the society in the dec-
ade of 90s, one saw the military and 

the judiciary joining hands in 
reverting to order. The democratic 
experience from 2008 has been dif-
ferent and unique of a no uncertain 
push-back by the political govern-
ments which now are an establish-
ment by themselves. Imran Khan is 
an outsider to this establishment, 
hence the hullabaloo of chucking 
him out if the house is to be saved 
from being burned down.

What the political establishment 
now needs is credibility. Their 
record reeks of neglecting the state 
and the society while pursuing per-
sonal, familial or tribal interests. 
They seek validation in correlation 
with other pillars of the state but 
without a credible record of perfor-
mance to support their claim for 
singular eminence. So they take on 
other elements of the state to pull 
those down. In the current angst the 
politics has taken on the state as an 
open and declared adversary while 
it has left the society and the people 
neglected for decades. In this back-
drop politics has its task cut out. 
Instead it makes even more a case 
for an arbiter’s relevance. A ‘minder’ 
on behalf of the people and the state 
who could save both from such 
rapacity.

The essence of politics is in ‘public 
service’, not in arrogating power to 
one’s self. An electoral exercise 
endows a ‘term of engagement’ to a 
few – not power – to govern the state 
and the society per the agreement 
between the state, the people, and 
the government, ratified in the con-
stitution and the law. Respect for 
law underwrites their conduct in 
office and dispensation of allocated 
responsibility to the best of their 
ability their political credentials. 
Without these essentials guiding 
the political conduct it only turns 
into a fiefdom or a kingdom. Even 
those have rules. Without these 
qualifying criterion politics will 
only be a game of thrones. Our poli-
tics is farthest from any of these 
attributes yet claims the centrality 
due to a performing democracy.

And that’s the rub. The military in 
our political history has exceeded 
its remit. No doubt about it but do 
spend some time reviewing events 
which brought the army to a point 
of intervention. The effect is painful 
but the cause always neglected. And 
that is the bane of Pakistan’s politi-
cal discourse. Most political com-
mentators in Pakistan cannot bring 
themselves to rise above this narra-
tive of historical excess by the army 
and always at the cost of the other 
half – the people – whose rights are 
mauled by shameful neglect of those 
in power. Laws and constitutional 
domains need a universal applica-
tion to all power wielders especially 
when those exercising it are elites 
blamed for capturing the state into 
serving their interests at the cost of 
those of the people. These distor-
tions and dichotomies need to be 
resolved across the board and not 
selectively. The constitution provides 
the answers but these need to be 
respected by all not by one part of 
the state alone.

When the army made public its 
findings of the ‘Karachi incident’ a 
gleeful gloat went around in ‘I told 
you so’ commentary. To some it was 
a reinforcement of the rhetoric that 
the military does in fact exceed its 
domain. In this case apparently 
some did and were called. And yet 
in this exuberance over accepting 
‘overzealousness’ of a few we all 
forgot that a law had indeed been 
broken; that a complaint of a citi-
zen could not be entertained 
because those involved were peo-
ple of power and means entitled to 
frequent absolution from law; that 
even an IG would not authorise a 
citizen’s report; that a provincial 
government encouraged the police 
officers to rebel en masse with 
mimicked leave applications. 
When exceptions and absolutions 
become rampant the laws of a 
state are the first to be disre-
spected. That is when anarchy 
takes root and beckons non-politi-
cal intervention.
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ISLAMABAD: Visitors take keen interest in traditional Turkish Ice cream during the IFWA Charity 
Bazaar 2020 at a local hotel. INP PHOTO

Punjab government 
to recruit 10,300 

policemen
News Desk

LAHORE: With an aim to further improve the law and 
order situation in the province, the Punjab government 
has decided to recruit 10,300 policemen.

The recruitment would be done in Punjab police and 
Baloch Levies, for which Chief Minister Punjab Usman 
Buzdar has given approval.

Vowing to recruit the policemen on merit, CM Buzdar 
said that 10,300 constables would be recruited in the 
Punjab police and 378 in Baloch Levies.

The provincial government is taking every possible 
step to ensure law and order in Punjab, he said and 
added that the recruitment will help in improving the 
law and order situation in tribal areas of Rajanpur and 
DG Khan. 

Earlier this year, the Punjab government had lifted the 
ban on recruitments in the police department.

According to details, the provincial govt had decided 
to recruit 300 policemen in the first phase. The move 
comes after Punjab Standing Committee on Finance 
approved a summary sent by the Home Department.

CDA’s initiative of 
development works in 

markets laudable: 
President ICCI

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: President, Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (ICCI) Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan 
has said the Capital Development Authority (CDA) ini-
tiative of starting development works in markets is 
commendable. 

The ICCI President along a delegation on Saturday 
visited F-6 Markaz and congratulated the newly elected 
Office Bearers of Traders Welfare Association (TWA), 
Super Market, Islamabad. Shehzad Shabbir Abbasi 
was elected as President, Sheikh Dawood Senior Vice 
President, Amir Rahim Qureshi Vice President, Saqib 
Taj Abbasi Secretary General, Chaudhry Muhammad 
Usman Mazhar Additional Secretary General, Asif 
Ahmad Khan Joint Secretary, Tabish Iftikhar Malik 
Finance Secretary and Muhammad Sajjad Papu as 
Press Secretary of TWA Super Market, Islamabad.

The ICCI delegation comprised Abdul Rehman 
Khan Vice President ICCI, Muhammad Ijaz Abbasi, 
Ahmad Hassan Mughal, Khalid Chaudhry, Tahir 
Abbasi, Ashfaq Hussain Chatha, Shakeel Munir, 
Muhammad Umais Khattak, Hafiz Bilal Munir, 
Ahmad Khan, Siddique Akbar and others.

Speaking at the occasion, Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan 
expressed good wishes for Shehzad Shabbir Abbasi 
President and his team on winning the elections 
and hoped that they would play an active role in 
resolving the key issues of traders of their market. 

He said that along with CDA Chairman Amir Ali 
Ahmed, he had conducted visits to various markets 
in Islamabad starting from the supermarket to 
assess the needs for development works in markets. 
He said that CDA has now started the development 
works in markets including carpeting of roads, res-
toration of streetlights and improving basic infra-
structure, which was laudable as it would facilitate 
the better growth of business activities.  

Sardar Yasir Ilyas said that ICCI would try to 
organize a top class shopping festival in Islamabad 
in which markets and commercial centres of the 
federal capital would participate and hoped that it 
would give a boost to business activities in the 
region. He assured that ICCI would extend all pos-
sible cooperation to the TWA, Super Market in its 
efforts to solve the problems of the traders.

Shehzad Shabbir Abbasi, President and Saqib Taj 
Abbasi, Secretary General, Traders Welfare 
Association Supermarket Islamabad thanked the 
ICCI delegation and said that with the keen interest 
and efforts of Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, CDA has ini-
tiated development work in markets, which was 
appreciable. 

Shahzad Shabbir said that the National Assembly 
has already passed the amended bill of rent control 
act, which was a long-standing demand of the trad-
ers. 

He, therefore, stressed that ICCI in collaboration 
with market associations should intensify efforts to 
get the said bill passed from the Senate so that trad-
ers could fully focus on promoting trade activities 
with a sense of security and confidence. He assured 
that TWA Super Market would fully support the ICCI 
in making the shopping festival successful.

INP NEWS

LAHORE: As the industry is awaiting 
the notification of the government’s 
recent energy relief package, the 
apparel sector on Sunday appealed the 
Prime Minister to revise the decision 
and remove the restriction of addi-
tional utilization of electricity to make 
the package more comprehensive and 
attractive for the SMEs which consti-
tutes over 90 percent of the industry.

Central Chairman PRGMEA Sohail 
A. Sheikh and Chief Coordinator Ijaz 
Khokhar, in a joint statement issued 
here, urged the concerned depart-
ments to issue notification of the incen-
tive package regarding power tariff for 
the large, small and medium enter-
prises after amendments.

“PRGMEA, on behalf of the textile 
value-added sector across Pakistan, 
urges the Prime Minister to take notice 
of the situation and issue immediate 
orders to all concerned departments to 
implement the package in letter and 
spirit after some necessary amend-
ments to make it more beneficial and 

fruitful,” central chairman pleaded.
Sohail A. Sheikh said the role of 

value-added textile sector is vital in the 
country’s exports and the government 
should accord top priority to this sec-
tor taking necessary steps and meas-
ures to enhance its export efficiency. 

He said that electricity rates are high 
in Pakistan and it is for the first time that 
power rates are being reduced. “The 
decision is good but it would not have a 
major effect, as the government has 
announced discounts on additional 
electricity use. “The industry gets 
advantage of this incentive of consum-
ing additional power when it would 
expand which takes time especially for 
the SMEs in present post-economic 
slowdown,” he said. So, the real benefit 
is to reduce the tariff for existing use of 
electricity. The central chairman said 
that the export-oriented industry, for a 
long time, had been facing multiple 
challenges in the wake of high cost of 
manufacturing, exorbitant utility tariffs 
and high labour wages comparing to the 
competitors on the world markets. “We 
appreciate the government efforts to 

reduce the cost of manufacturing and 
make the value-added textile export 
industry more viable,” he added.

PRGMEA Chief Coordinator Ijaz 
Khokhar observed that an industrial 
support package for SMEs through 
power tariffs is imperative to sustain 
some early positive signs in the indus-
trial sector. However, the exporters are 
confused about its actual shape until it 
is set in motion through a proper notifi-
cation for implementation. “A delay in 
implementation of a number of support-
ive initiatives by the government, 
amidst positive financial indicators in 
some areas, will continue to create 
uncertainty among the business com-
munity,” he warned.

He said that the doubt regarding the 
International Monetary Fund’s loan 
program has also been affecting busi-
ness confidence, as the economic man-
agers would have to devise a clear road 
map on power sector and revenue 
reforms committed to the IMF for con-
tinuation of the loaning ahead of the 
next budget. “Everyone knows that the 
donor agencies has a certain traditional 

stance of full-cost recovery of electricity 
generation from the consumers, imply-
ing at least 25 percent jump in power 
prices in near future-the fear, which is 
the actual threat for the export indus-
try,” the chief coordinator added.

According to reports, the industrial 
relief package had initially involved 
around Rs350 billion over three years 
but later it was amended to avoid com-
pletely derailing the IMF program.

PRGMEA Central Chairman Sohail 
A. Sheikh said that the value-added gar-
ment sector welcomes the approval of 
their long standing pending demand of 
a visible reduction in input costs and 
vowed that it would double the exports 
in the next five years.

He, however, added that the incentive 
will be enjoyed only by the larger units 
who are working in multi shifts whereas 
the SME sector is already working in a 
single shift and they couldn’t enjoy the 
peak hour rate benefit. “We appreciate 
PM Imran khan to cut the power tariff 
which will ease cost of doing business, 
enabling the industry more competi-
tive in the region if the condition of 

Sindh recommends 
against winter 

vacations for students
News Desk

KARACHI: The Sindh gov-
ernment has recom-
mended no winter vaca-
tions for students this year.

In a meeting of the steer-
ing committee on Saturday, 
the province’s education 
department said that stu-
dents have suffered a lot 
during the coronavirus 
lockdown and can’t afford 
more educational losses.

“The government will 
ensure that coronavirus 
SOPs at schools are strictly 
followed,” the member of 
the committee said, adding 
that schools will have an 
option to resume classes 
online.

Sindh Education 
Minister Saeed Ghani pre-
sided over the meeting. 

Representatives of the pri-
vate schools association 
also attended it.

The final decision will, 
however, be taken in a 
meeting of the National 
Command and Operation 
Centre on Monday 
[November 23].

Earlier this week, the 
Ministry of Education pro-
posed to shut down educa-
tional institutions from 
November 24 to January 31 
amid given the second 
wave of coronavirus infec-
tions in Pakistan.

The ministry proposed 
calling teachers to schools 
and colleges to prepare for 
online classes. Online edu-
cation systems, such as 
Teleschool and Teleradio, 
can be implemented, it rec-
ommended.

Based on social 
issues, stage play 

‘Bhola Puter’ 
presented at 

PUCAR
INP NEWS

RAWALPINDI: Based on 
social issues, a stage play 
‘Bhola Puter’ was pre-
sented at Punjab Arts 
Council Rawalpindi 
(PUCAR) on Saturday.  

The play was written 
and directed by Sajjad 
Ahmed. The special guest 
of the function was Dr. 
Arif  Qureshi and Director 
ANF Muhammad Riaz 
Soomro. Jhalak Ali, Sapna 
Shah, Arshad khan, 
Hameed Babar, Anjum 
Abbasi, Saima Khan, 
Maryam Shehzadi, Naeem 
Tota, Naseem Gulzar, 
Babar Ali and Liaquat 
Shah were  among the 
actors of the play. Speaking 
on the occasion.

Restructuring 
agriculture sector 
can ensure food 

security: Rasheed
Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Former President ICCI Shahid Rasheed 
Butt has said almost one billion people are food insecure 
in the world but food worth one trillion dollars is being 
wasted. He said coronavirus virus is contributing to 
global hunger and many countries are running the risk 
of famine but not a single country seems interested in 
reducing the wastage. 

In a statement here on Saturday, Shahid Rasheed 
Butt said that a major part of food is wasted in devel-
oped nations due to excess buying while it is lack of 
transport, storage and other facilities which contrib-
utes to the wastage of food. The US top the countries 
in the chart annually wasting food worth 360 million 
dollars that also wastes billions spent on seed, ferti-
lizer and pesticides etc. He said that Pakistanis fac-
ing a food crisis since two and a half years but noth-
ing has been done to boost production or reduce 
wastage. 

“The government should invite globally known 
seed companies to start their business in Pakistan so 
that farmers could get quality seed to boost produc-
tion and reduce losses. Seed certification mechanism 
should be improved, close links should be estab-
lished with international agriculture research insti-
tutes, local seed varieties should be improved and a 
mechanism should be evolved to combat pests and 
disease,” he demanded. 

The former President ICCI informed that illegal 
extension in sugar mills should be checked as it is 
helping the sugarcane crop encroach upon the best 
cotton sowing area and almost a million hectares of 
the cotton belt is now used for sowing of sugarcane.  
He said that failed agriculture departments should be 
closed while those doing some work should be restruc-
tured to ensure food security.PRGMEA for removing 

restriction of extra power 
utilization to make package 

more attractive for SMEs

INP NEWS

KARACHI: Sindh energy minister Imtiaz Ahmed 
Shaikh said Saturday domestic gas crisis in the prov-
ince has intensified with the advent of winters while the 
federal government has done nothing about it.

Imtiaz Shaikh Right since the winter has barely 
arrived, domestic consumers have begun experiencing 
gas shortage already while the province is being com-
pelled to buy expensive gas notwithstanding the fact 
that it produces it locally.

The energy minister said Sindh province produces 
more gas than it requires for itself but in spite of this 
when it comes to distribution the province does not get 
its fair share.

This is an unbearable behaviour of federal with 
smaller provinces, he said today, adding that under 
Article 158 of the constitution the central government is 
required to provide gas to Sindh according to its 
requirements.

This is an unbearable behaviour of federal with 
smaller provinces, he said today, adding that under 
Article 158 of the constitution the central government is 
required to provide gas to Sindh according to its 
requirements.

FEBR commends govt’s 
plan to reform FBR, Steel 

Mills & Railways
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Presid 
ent Friends of Business 
and Economic Reforms 
(FEBR), Kashif Anwar 
has welcomed the gov-
ernment’s reforms plan 
of the FBR, Steel Mills 
and Railways, saying 
that transparent 
appointments of these 
institutions’ chiefs are 
the prerequisite of their 
growth and develop-
ment.

In a statement issued 
here on Sunday, he said 
there is a need to build 
a structure in the coun-
try, which is in accord-
ance with the require-
ments of time, as it is 
easy to weaken institu-
tions but it takes a long 

time to rebuild them. 
Whatever appoint-
ments government 
makes to the heads of 
the institutions should 
be based on transpar-
ency and merit, he said.

Kashif Anwar said 
that at present the gov-
ernment is funding all 
existing institutions in 
the country and the 
restructuring will 
improve these institu-
tions.

He said that among 
those institutions the 
FBR acts as the back-
bone of our economy 
and its automation and 
integration of the data 
would ultimately 
broaden the tax base 
and the government 
would be in a position 

to reduce rates of taxes 
and lessen burden on 
the existing taxpayers.

FEBR President said 
that making the FBR 
stronger through 
improved tax collection 
will be immensely ben-
eficial for the country.

It is appreciable that 
the government has 
decided to expand the 
tax base under a fully-
automated system, 
which should need to 
be improved as it has 
still many flaws.  The 
Federal Board of 
Revenue has intro-
duced Fully Automat 
ed Sales Tax e-Refund 
(FASTER) system.

 for five export-ori-
ented sectors to 
promptly issue. Sindh gas crisis has 

intensified with winter’s 
arrival: Imtiaz Shaikh
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman NAB, Justice (retd) Javed Iqbal having a meeting with a delegation of 
Pakistan Flour mills association at NAB Headquarters. INP PHOTO

Karachi hospital run 
out of space after surge 
in coronavirus cases

INP NEWS

KARACHI: An alarming situation is developing in 
Karachi as hospitals run out of space. Indus Hospital is 
denying admission to patients after becoming saturated 
by coronavirus cases.

As many as 1000 cases have been reported in the city 
in the last 24 hours.

The corona wards at Jinnah Hospital have become 
overwhelmed with Covid-19 patients.

Executive director Jinnah Post Grauduate Medical 
Center (JPMC) Dr, Semi Jamali said that 50 covid-19 
patients are under treatment in the hospital while 15 
beds in the emergency has also been allocated for the 
Covid-19 patients.

MS of Civil hospital Karachi, Dr. Noor Muhammad 
Soomor said that 90 percent of the corona ward has over-
whelmed while high dependency unit has near to full 
which included 11 prisoners of covid-19.

On the other hand private hospitals in Karachi are 
denying admission to coronavirus patients.

Thirty-four more people died of Coronavirus in the 
country over the last twenty-four hours.

According to the latest statistics of National Command 
and Operation Center (NCOC), 2,756 tested positive for 
COVID-19 during the last twenty-four hours.

The figure of patients recovered from the virus has 
reached 330,885. There are now 38,348 active cases in the 
country.

As many as 36,929 tests were conducted for the diag-
nosis of the disease.

Govt planning to launch 
5G technology in country 
by Dec 2022: Amin-ul-Haq

If FBR collected record 
revenue then why 

provinces not getting 
funds: Murtaza Wahab

News Desk

KARACHI: Spokesperson for the Sindh Governments 
and Advisor for Law, Environment & Coastal 
Development, Barrister Murtaza Wahab has said that the 
federal government has not given a sovereign guarantee 
for Karachi Circular Railway. Sindh has received Rs 8 bil-
lion less from the federal government this year. He said, 
if the FBR has collected record revenue, then why the 
provinces are not getting the funds. 

He expressed these views while talking to media on 
the occasion of inauguration of Pulgram Road, Iqbal Hoti 
Road, MB Dilal Road at Old Haji Camp. He also planted 
trees along the newly constructed road. DC South, MC 
South and PPP office bearers were also present on the 
occasion.  

Murtaza Wahab said, “Sindh government had allo-
cated funds for the construction of roads. There is a civil 
hospital on one side of the Old City area. There is a large 
number of people here.  Only the PPP is doing the work 
while the PTI government has set a record of lying if FBR 
has recovered the record, then give Sindh’s share in the 
NFC award. This city has never been given to the public 
representatives due to which its problems have 
increased.”

Replying to question, the Sindh Government 
Spokesperson said that Karachi Circular Railway was 
closed in whose era?  Did the PPP government join the 
CPEC to KCR? Is this a gift from the PPP? If anyone else 
takes credit for it, it is a different matter. The PPP believes 
in practical steps, not just words.

Father vows to bail TikTok 
user out of jail after she set 

house on fire
Monitoring Desk

KHAIRPUR: The father of a TikTok user, Marvi Khilji, 
on Monday vowed to bail her daughter out of prison 
within two days after she set the house on fire for being 
stopped to make videos.

The father of the jailed TikTok user, Aziz Khilji, has 
reportedly admitted his mistake after lodging a police 
complaint against his daughter. Khilji reportedly said 
that she lives in his heart and he cannot sleep well in her 
absence from the home.

Khilji added that his daughter has definitely made a 
mistake, however, she is still his daughter. He also 
requested other family members to be silent over the 
matter. He vowed to bail her daughter out of the jail in 
the next two days after she was sent to women jail in 
Larkana after a 14-day remand.

In a bizarre event which a Pir Jo Goth family had to 
face on last Friday, a girl had allegedly set the house on 
fire after elders prevented her from making TikTok vid-
eos. Father of the girl, Aziz Ahmed Khilji, had lodged 
the first information report with the local police alleging 
his daughter set their house alight today after he tried 
and stopped her from making videos for the short video 
sharing platform TikTok.

The FIR on father’s complaint had read that upon pre-
venting the daughter from making videos for the plat-
form, she maligned him and then set fire to the house.

Following up on the complaint made by family, local 
police took over and arrested the girl who is now trans-
ferred to women police stations in the locality.

Opposition 
leaders have 
nothing to 

do with 
public 

issues: CM 
Buzdar

News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Chief 
Minister Usman Buzdar on 
Monday said that opposi-
tion leaders have nothing 
to do with the issues to the 
nationals and the leader-
ship of Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) was busy in making 
conspiracies.

CM Usman Buzdar said 
that the government is con-
sistently launching differ-
ent projects for public wel-
fare, on the other hand, the 
opposition parties are tak-
ing negative steps to stop 
the development in the 
country. He said that the 
masses knew well about 
the political parties which 
destroyed the national 
economy while being in 
the power.

He added that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
removed the flaws of the 
past government and the 
country is now going into 
the right direction. He said 
that the country is facing 
various internal and exter-
nal challenges.

Govt 
working to 

achieve 
100% 

literacy rate, 
improve 

education 
standard: 
Ijaz Alam
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OKARA: Punjab Minister 
for Human Rights and 
Minority Affairs 
(HR&MA), Ijaz Alam 
Augustine has said that 
education is a journey 
from darkness to light for 
which Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government is 
working day and night as 
educational progress is 
real progress. 

He said that in order to 
achieve the goal of 100 per 
cent literacy rate, improve-
ment of education stand-
ards, training of teachers 
on modern lines, the cur-
riculum in line with the 
changing educational are 
requirements of the 
changing world, for which 
our government strives 
hard for quality of educa-
tion as considering the 
prime duty to encourage 
deserving children. 

The provincial minister 
expressed these views 
while addressing a cere-
mony to distribute schol-
arships worth Rs.1,380,000 
among 49 students belong-
ing to the Christian com-
munity at Civil Rest 
House, Okara on Monday. 

Ticket holders 
Chaudhry Muhammad 
Saleem Sadiq, Chaudhry 
Abdullah Tahir, Social 
Worker Qamar Abbas 
Mughal also distributed 
scholarship cheques 
among the students. These 
scholarships were for 
MBBS, M.Phil, MSc, MA, 
BS Honor and others. 

Ijaz Alam that these 
scholarships are being dis-
tributed among the tal-
ented and capable stu-
dents of the district for the 
fifth time in two years, 
which is a manifestation 
of the knowledge-friendly 
nature of the PTI govern-
ment under the present 
government headed by 
Chief Minister Sardar 
Usman Buzdar. The 
Punjab government is 
using all possible.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Four police officials who were promoted 
in next ranks were pinned badges by Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Islamabad Muhammad Aamir Zulfiqar 
Khan during a ceremony here on Monday.

During a simple ceremony held at Central Police 
Office here, IGP formally pinned badges to the four 
newly promoted officials. DIG (Headquarters) 
Muhammad Saleem, DIG (Operations) Waqar Uddin 
Syed, AIGs, SSPs and SPs attended the ceremony. 

AIG Haroon Joya has been promoted to Grade-19 
while ASPs Rana Abdul Wahab, Hamza Aman Ullah 
and Usman Tipu have been promoted to Grade-18.  
The IGP congratulated these police officials and 
hoped for their best contribution towards effective 
policing.

Islamabad police chief said that responsibilities of 
promoted officers have increased and they have to 
work with more dedication to accomplish their task. 
He hoped for their better output in future and urged 
them to work hard for protection to the lives and 
property of citizens.

The feelings on promotion cannot be described in 
the words, the IGP said and greeted all the officials. 
He hoped that the officers would observe their profes-
sional duties with more honesty in next ranks and 
would facilitate the general public through their pro-
fessional attitude as well as hard work.

I am very much pleased to see the happy faces of the 
newly promoted officers, the IGP said and thanked 
his team for fulfilling the responsibility assigned to 
them in an honest manner.

Four police officials 
promoted in next ranks, 

IGP pin badges

Monitoring Desk

KARACHI: Federal Minister for 
Information Technology (IT) and 
Telecommunication, Amin-ul-Haq, has 
said that the government is planning to 
launch 5G technology in the country by 
December 2022. 

He was speaking as a chief guest at 2nd 
PMFA Appreciation Awards Ceremony 
organized by Pakistan Malaysia Friendship 
Association (PMFA) and also talking with 
media here on Monday. 

Talking to media, Amin-ul-Haq said 
that the government was striving to launch 
5G technology in the country by December 
2022, adding that the ministry was also 
working on other digital payment solu-
tions after the refusal of PayPal to come 
into Pakistan.

Federal minister said the government 
was interested to allow cryptocurrency 
trade in Pakistan and for the purpose, we 
were seeking assistance from State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) and Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) to evolve legal frame-
work for securing cryp-t o c u r r e n c y 
trade in the country.

Earlier, his speech as chief guest, 
Amin-ul-Haq said that IT and Telecom 
ministry took COVID-19 pandemic as 

an opportunity that helped increasing IT 
exports by 44 percent to US$ 379 million 
during July-Sept 2020-21 as compared to 
US$ 264 million reported during preced-
ing period of last financial year.

He also announced not to impose a ban 
on any app including ‘TikTok’ and added 
that key economic indicators including 
Current Account deficit, remittances, for-
eign reserves, etc. were now improving 
that would lead the country’s growth in 
coming months.

H.E. Khairul Nazran ABD Rahman, 
Consul General of Malaysia in Karachi 
appreciated the contribution of business 
communities of Pakistan and Malaysia for 
bilateral trade and lauded the efforts of 
PMFA for providing its platform for pro-
moting business activities. He said that the 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between 
Pakistan and Malaysia would provide a 
win-win situation for both countries.

Malaysian Consul General said that at 
present, Malaysia’s major export to 
Pakistan was palm oil hence they were 
contemplat-ing other potential export ori-
ented sec-tors including auto, textile, 
food and vegetables.

In his welcome address, Shahid 
J a v e d Qureshi President PMFA said 
the associa-tion always supports bilateral 

trade between two countries and the 
award distribution ceremony was aimed at 
appreciating the efforts of both business 
communities. He told EDOTCO invested 
130 Million Dollars in Pakistani Telecom 
sector and plan to expand their business, 
will invest 250 Million Dollars in next two 
years. 

He further said that Al –Haj Automobile 
have the project envisaged an investment 
of 40 Million Dollars. This project which 
includes the art assembly plant nationwide 
dealers’ network and indigenization activ-
ities. Al –Haj plans to launch SAGA 1300cc 
Sedan car and X70 Suv from December.

Senator Haseeb Khan, Majyd Aziz, 
Rehan Farooqi Director ECO and others 
also present in the ceremony.

The awards winners included Hilal 
Khan Afridi, CEO Proton Cars, Al –Haj 
Automobile, Gayan Pradeep Koralge, 
Group Director Strategy, Rasheed Jan 
Muhammad, CEO, MAPAK Edible oil, 
Mukhtar Hussain Dossani, Dossani 
Enterprises, Hasan Ahmed Jaffarani, 
Director Sunlight Wood Products, Hanif 
Chapri CEO Farooq Feeds and Allied 
Products, Noman Lakhani, Chancellor 
Ilma University, Arshad Islam, Patron-in-
Chief PASPIDA, Nayar Zuberi, chief 
reporter Daily Business Recorder.

INP NEWS

KARACHI: The Sindh 
High Court (SHC) on 
Monday sent Arzoo 
Fatima, a minor girl to 
shelter home and 
ordered arrangements 
for her education and 
other facilities.

Arzoo Fatima, a 
Christian girl, was 
allegedly abducted and 
forced to convert and 
marry to Ali Azhar 44.

“Do you want to go 
with your parents,” 
Justice K.K. Agha 
asked the girl, who 
refused to go with her 
parents again.

“It is not an abduc-
tion case but the case of 
underage marriage,” 
prosecutor said in the 
court. “The 
Nikahkhwan who sol-
emnized marriage of 
Arzoo and Ali Azhar, 
has been on bail and 
other accused have 
also got bails from 
courts,” the prosecutor 
said. “However, two 
accused are abscond-
ing,” he added.

“What efforts taken 
for their arrest. It is 
your responsibility to 
arrest absconding 
accused” the Justice 

said.
“The charge sheet 

has been submitted to 
the lower court,” Arzoo 
Fatima’s lawyer said. 
“You should keep 
quiet, you are not a 
lawyer in this case,” 
Justice Agha said.

“According to a 
Supreme Court ruling, 
the case should be 
decided according to 
the Islamic law when 
the matter have rele-
vance with the mar-
riage law as well as the 
Islamic laws,” the 
counsel further 
argued.

“You are committing 
contempt of the court 
and if you talked fur-
ther, contempt pro-
ceedings will be initi-
ated against you,” the 
bench warned the law-
yer. “Don’t instruct the 
court, we know well 
how to proceed the 
case,” the Justice fur-
ther said.

“Police should pre-
sent its report in the 
lower court after trans-
parent investigation of 
the matter,” the judge 
said.

“Arzoo Fatima, 
should be sent to Darul 
Aman (shelter home) 

and arrangements 
should be made for her 
education and other 
required facilities,” the 
court ordered.

The bench also 
ordered the home 
department to arrange 
counselling for the girl 
and dismissed the peti-
tion.

A five-member med-
ical board constituted 
by the high court to 
determine the girl’s age 
in its report earlier said 
that “Arzoo Fatima, 
has been aged between 
14 to 15 years.”

The parents of the 
girl had complained 
that Arzoo Raza alias 
Arzoo Fatima, was 
abducted and forced to 
convert and marry to 
Ali Azhar.

A five-member med-
ical board constituted 
by the high court to 
determine the girl’s age 
in its report earlier said 
that “Arzoo Fatima, 
has been aged between 
14 to 15 years.” 

The parents of the 
girl had complained 
that Arzoo Raza alias 
Arzoo Fatima, was 
abducted and forced to 
convert and marry to 
Ali Azhar.

Sindh High Court 
sends Arzoo Fatima 

to shelter home

Application submitted to 
release Shehbaz Sharif, 

Hamza Shahbaz on parole
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
leader Attaullah Tarar on Monday submitted an applica-
tion to the deputy commissioner to release Shehbaz 
Sharif and Hamza Shahbaz on parole for two weeks.

The plaintiff has taken the stance that Shehbaz Sharif 
is Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly 
and Hamza Shahbaz is Leader of the Opposition in the 
Punjab Assembly and people will visit them from across 
the country to condole the death of Begum Shamim 
Akhtar – Shehbaz’s mother and Hamza’s grandmother.

The applicant has said that there is no bigger loss in 
this world than passing away of one’s mother, therefore, 
Shehbaz Sharif and Hamza Shahbaz should be released 
immediately.

It is pertinent here to mention that Begum Shamim 
passed away on Sunday in London where she was stay-
ing with her son Nawaz Sharif. She had been ill for quite 
some time. Her dead body will be brought to Pakistan 
and funeral prayers will be offered at Sharif Medical 
City.

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s COVID-19 positivity rate has 
reached 7.46 per cent, which is the highest in a single day 
since July 22, according to the National Command and 
Operation Centre (NCOC).

A meeting of the NCOC with Planning and 
Development Minister Asad Umar in the chair expressed 
concern over rising coronavirus cases across the country. 
The meeting was attended by Minister for Education 
Shafqat Mahmood and the PM’s Adviser on National 
Health Services Faisal Sultan.

The health authorities gave a detailed briefing on the 
current coronavirus situation, including a reported spike 
in deaths and infections, and its impact on educational 
institutions as well as measures to address the pandemic.

The NCOC was briefed that Pakistan’s positivity ratio 
has soared to 7.46 per cent lately. Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir that has been put under a blanket lockdown for 
a fortnight recorded the highest positivity ratio of 11.45pc, 
followed by 9.85pc witnessed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
while Sindh recorded 9.63pc, Islamabad 8.09pc, Gilgit 
Baltistan 5.23pc and Punjab 3.95pc.

It was informed that an average of 35 fatalities have 
been reported daily for the past two weeks. The positivity 
ratio of coronavirus cases in education institutions has 
reached 3.3 per cent. 

In Punjab, most fresh cases are being reported from 
Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi and Faisalabad while in 
Sindh, Karachi and Hyderabad are recording most of 
the new infections. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Abbottabad and Swat remain the highest contributor 
to the province’s daily COVID cases.

Pakistan’s COVID 
positivity rate reaches 7.46%

Basic necessities in Sindh 
including health, education 
gone extinct: Shahbaz Gill
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ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on 
Political Communication Dr. Shahbaz Gill has said on 
Monday that basic necessities in Sindh including health 
and education have gone extinct.

Responding to Sindh government spokesperson 
Murtaza Wahab, Shahbaz Gill said development work is 
only done at Bilawal House on Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari’s orders.

People in Sindh are even deprived of clean drinking 
water, the SAPM said while adding that the biggest RO 
plant of Asia in Thar is incapacitated. After three prov-
inces, PPP has also been rejected by the people of Gilgit-
Baltistan, he said.

KARACHI: Student attend class at a School in Karachi, as all the educational institutes will remain 
closed in the country till January 10 due to rising number of coronavirus cases, Federal Education 

Minister Shafqat Mahmood said on Monday. INP PHOTO


