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Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on Thursday 
assured the nation that in the 
future, the government will not 
allow the sugar cartel to tamper 
with prices as he addressed ris-
ing inflation in the country.

The premier was speaking at 
the launching ceremony of the 
Naya Pakistan Certificate, which 
offers an investment opportu-
nity to overseas Pakistanis with 
a Roshan Digital Account.

The ceremony was attended 
by notable government officials 
including Adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Finance Abdul 
Hafeez Sheikh, Minister for 
Industries Hammad Azhar and 
Minister for Economic Affairs 
Makhdoom Khusro Bakhtiar, 

among others.
In his address, Prime Minister 

Imran said that it was “unfortu-
nate” that there was a sugar car-
tel in the country, adding that 
the competition commission had 
disclosed the practice and the 
government had taken steps to 
ensure that the industry does 
not manipulate the prices in 
future.

The prime minister acknowl-
edged that prices of food com-
modities had increased but said 
that “all other indicators [of the 
economy] are positive”. He said 
that it was not just Pakistan that 
was suffering from food infla-
tion; neighbouring India was 
also facing the same challenge.

The reason behind the 
increase in food prices, he said, 
was that “supply chains had 

been affected due to coronavi-
rus”.

“On top of that, two of our 
wheat crops were affected due to 
climate change as it rained at the 
wrong time. [Therefore] our out-
put was less than what we were 
expecting,” he said.

He told participants of the cer-
emony that there had been no 
increase in the country’s debts in 
the past four months. 
Furthermore, he said, Pakistan’s 
current account balance in the 
previous quarter had gone into 
surplus for the first time in 17 
years. He regretted that the 
development “had not been 
highlighted” by the media.

The premier also pointed out 
that the inflow of remittances 
has been on the rise due to 
“excellent incentives by the State 

Bank” and urged the central 
bank’s governor, Reza Baqir, to 
continue efforts to ensure that 
overseas Pakistanis stack their 
money in Pakistan. The Naya 
Pakistan Certificate, the prime 
minister said, is an important 
step in this regard as it offers 
returns to overseas residents at a 
time when interest rates across 
the world had dropped.

He said that due to the 
increase in remittances, the 
rupee was getting stronger and 
the economy was stabilising 
“without any spending” by the 
government. The premier said 
that the economic situation of 
Pakistan would have been much 
better if the incumbent adminis-
tration “did not have to bear the 
burden of past governments’” 
policies.
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Sugar cartel won’t be allowed to 
manipulate prices in future, 

assures PM Imran

UNICEF supports safe reopening 
of 300 high schools in Balochistan

Decision on $2 
billion Saudi loan 

next month
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: A decision on whether to return the $2 bil-
lion loan to Saudi Arabia or Pakistan is going to get more 
time for the purpose would be made next month, sources 
said on Thursday. 

Sources further said the agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) stipulated that 
Pakistan would not repay the amount in question for 
three years. 

It is also mentioned in the IMF deal that the loans 
obtained from China and the United Arab Emirates are 
also not going to be returned for a period of three years. 
The prevailing coronavirus pandemic has made it 
impossible to reimburse the borrowed money, the 
sources noted. 

According to these sources in the finance ministry, 
Pakistan had received $3 billion from China and $2 bil-
lion from the United Arab Emirates.

Meanwhile, February 2021 will mark the completion 
of two years since the loan was acquired from Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. In case Riyadh 
refuses to give one-year time, Islamabad would have to 
pay back the amount before February next year. On the 
other hand, the same sources also said that Pakistan 
would request both China and the United Arab Emirates 
to defer the repayment for a year.  

Education Desk

QUETTA: United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) sup-
ported the safe reopening of 300 government-
run high schools in Balochistan amid fears of a 
second-wave of COVID19. UNICEF provided 
thermal-gun, masks, soaps, sanitizers, first 
aid-kits to school administrations, 
Naqeebullah Khilji, the Program Chief of a 
UNICEF funded program said.

Balochistan government had launched 
phase-wise reopening of government-run 
primary, middle and high schools from 
September 15th in the province after con-
taining the coronavirus. Pakistan had closed 
all educational institutions earlier this year 
in the aftermath of the deadly virus globally.

“Major reason behind supporting the safe 
reopening of schools is containing the deadly 
virus”, Mr. Khilji said. The Balochistan gov-
ernment had also established committees on 
the district level comprising officers from 
district administration, education, and 
health to cope with any emergency situation 
in educational institutions.

Educational Institutions reported 774 
cases of COVID19

“So far, educational institutions reported 
774 cases of COVID19”, Waseem Baig, the 
Spokesman Corona Cell Balochistan said. 
The government has strictly directed the 
school administrators to follow the Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs) to tackle the 
deadly virus.

UNICEF had also sensitized teachers and 
students with regard to the deadly virus. 
“UNICEF supported the education depart-
ment to train over 2,000 teachers in 
Balochistan”, Naqeebullah Khilji informed.

The UNICEF provided protective equip-
ment to government-run schools in district 

Quetta, Pishin, Kech, Loralai, Harnai, Dukki, 
Surab, and other districts of Balochistan. The 
UN agency has also allocated a budget for 
the aforesaid schools to purchase protective 
equipment to tackle the deadly virus.

8,188 Schools have no toilet facility in 
Balochistan

“Number of coronavirus cases are on a 
constant rise in educational institutions”, 
Waseem Baig said. In Balochistan, the number 
of government-run primary, middle and high 
schools is over 14,000. Most of the schools across 
Balochistan are deprived of basic facilities. Sher 
Khan Bazai, the Secretary of education 
Balochistan revealed that 8,188 schools across the 
province have no toilet facility.

INP NEWS

PASNI: The country’s biggest drug bust of this year was 
made on Thursday by the Pakistan Coast Guards in 
Pasni.

They confiscated 751kg of methamphetamine and 
heroin that officials say sells for around Rs20 billion in 
the international market.

A spokesperson told reporters that it took search par-
ties three days to survey the transporting boats.

They blocked sea routes on Monday night and 
deployed troops for surveillance after the director-gen-
eral received a tip-off that the drugs were being smug-
gled to South Africa. Officials found 143kg of meth and 
608kg heroin hidden in sacks near the mountains.

The last time drugs worth this much were taken hold 
of in Pakistan was in 2019 when the guards confiscated 
meth and heroin worth around Rs13 billion in 
Balochistan.

In September 2020, over 2,190kg of narcotics was con-
fiscated in Pasni. It was worth around Rs3 billion.

The last time drugs worth this much were taken hold 
of in Pakistan was in 2019 when the guards confiscated 
meth and heroin worth around Rs13 billion in 
Balochistan.

COAS reiterates Pak 
army’s commitment to 

Kashmir cause
INP NEWS

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa reiterated on Thursday Pakistan 
Army’s utmost support and commitment to the Kashmir 
cause and the people of Indian illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir.

He was talking to AJK Prime Minister, Raja 
Muhammad Farooq Haider, who called on him in 
Rawalpindi.

They discussed matters of mutual interest particularly 
situation on the Line of Control (LoC) and IIOJK), accord-
ing to the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR). 

Country 
moving in 

right 
direction 
despite 

Covid-19: 
PM Imran

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
tweeted on Thursday that 
the country is moving in 
the right direction despite 
the Covid-19 challenge.

His tweet came against 
the backdrop of what is 
being dubbed the full 
revival of Faisalabad’s tex-
tile industry after nearly 
30 years.

On September 14, inter-
national business maga-
zine Bloomberg had said 
that Pakistan’s economy 
showed momentum after a 
decline in coronavirus 
cases in the country.

In a report, the economic 
journal said that the coun-
try was showing signs of 
business activity picking 
up at a faster clip, as wor-
ries about new COVID-19 
infections fade in an econ-
omy that contracted for the 
first time in seven decades.

“Evidence of momen-
tum returning can be seen 
from growing cement-to-
fuel sales and demand for 
home appliances to cars.” 
Cement sales rose 38% 
from a year ago to 4.8 mil-
lion tons in July, and near a 
record level seen in 
October. A government 
program to give amnesty 
to tax evaders, provided 
they fund construction 
projects, is expected to fuel 
activity — and demand for 
cement — as work resumes 
after the lockdown.

NAB 
approves 
closure of 
probe into 
corruption 

case against 
Chaudhry 

Pervez Elahi
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The 
Executive Board meeting 
chaired by Chairman NAB 
has approved to close the 
investigation of corruption 
case against Pakistan 
Muslim League-Quaid 
(PML-Q) leader Chaudhry 
Parvez Elahi.

The statement said that 
the NAB Executive Board 
has approved the filing of 
seven corruption refer-
ences. The meeting 
approved to close the 
investigation of corruption 
case against PML-Q leader 
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi.

The meeting approved 
the reference against for-
mer project directors Sher 
Zaman Khan, Muhammad 
Naeem Baloch and Abdul 
Hameed Mengal among 
others. In addition, the 
National Accountability 
Bureau approved six inves-
tigations.

The statement said that 
references against former 
DHO Nowshera Arshad 
Khan, Dr Tariq Khan and 
others while investigation 
against Sardar Ashiq 
Hussain Khan, Secretary 
Utilization Aftab Ahmed 
Khan and former Acting 
IG Sindh Ghulam Shabbir 
were also approved.

In addition, the National 
Accountability Bureau 
Executive Board approved 
three inquiries. Inquiry 
against Abdullah Venus, 
COO Al Kabir Town Pvt. 
Ltd. and IG Punjab has 
been approved.

A statement issued by 
Chairman NAB Justice 
(retd) Javed Iqbal said that 
the national body does not 
belong to any political 
party, group or individual. 
The NAB belongs only to 
the state of Pakistan.

He directed that steps be 
taken as per law to arrest 
the fugitives and notorious 
accused. Corrupt elements 
should be brought to jus-
tice, where the law will 
make its own way.

RAWALPINDI: Najibullah Alikhil, Afghanistan Ambassador to Pakistan called on General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS). INP PHOTO

Yousaf Marri

KOHLU: The death toll in Kohlu 
cylinder blast has reached two as 
another injured girl succumbed to 
her burns on Thursday.

More than 28 people were 
injured in a gas cylinder blast in 
Kohlu, Wednesday, during a mar-
riage ceremony.

The cylinder exploded in the 
Bohri area of Kohlu. The injured 
are under treatment at the Burns 
Centre, where the condition of 11 is 
said to be critical.

Earlier on January 8, a cylinder 
blast occurring was reported in 
Quetta, resulting in injuries and 
damage to infrastructure.

Four people were reportedly suf-
fered serious to medium degree 
burns and were rushed to the near-
est medical facility for treatment.

The cylinder blast took place in a 
residential area, it was speculated 
that the cylinder was kept in the 
house for means of cooking. 

Pakistan’s biggest drug 
bust of 2020 reported in 

Balochistan

Road accidents 
claim160 lives, 
injured 8,541 in 

Balochistan

Kohlu Gas 
Cylinder Blast:2 

minor girls 
succumbs to 

injuries

Court gives 
Nusrat, Salman 

Shehbaz last 
chance to appear
INP NEWS

LAHORE: An accountability court 
(AC) in Lahore on Thursday gave 
last chance to Leader of the 
Opposition in the National 
Assembly Shehbaz Sharif’s wife 
Nusrat Shehbaz and son Salman 
Shehbaz to appear before it.

According to details, AC Judge 
Jawad-ul-Hassan issued three-page 
written verdict of the money laun-
dering reference against Shehbaz 
Sharif’s family.

It has been stated in the decision 
that, according to the investigation 
officer, advertisements summon-
ing Nusrat Shehbaz have been dis-
played. Shehbaz Sharif, Hamza 
Shahbaz and eight others have 
been indicted in the case, the deci-
sion said while adding that all sus-
pects pleaded not guilty. The deci-
sion further stated that Shehbaz 
Sharif and Hamza Shahbaz’s.

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Road accidents have claimed 160 lives and 
injured 8,541 people during the last one year in 
Balochistan. Death ratio decreased on highways follow-
ing timely response by the newly established medical 
emergency response centers (MERC) in Balochistan.

“Seven times death rate decreased in the aftermath 
of the quick response by MERC”, Aziz Ahmed Jamali, 
the project director of the MERC told Quetta Voice in 
an exclusive interview. The MERC workers provided 
first-aid and shifted 8,541 injured of traffic accidents 
to hospitals across Balochistan, Mr. Jamali men-
tioned.Overall, our system recorded 6659 traffic acci-
dents across Balochistan during the last one year, he 
revealed.

Road accidents claim thousands of lives 
In Balochistan, road accidents have claimed thou-

sands of precious human lives. It was very difficult 
to provide timely medical treatment to injured of the 
accidents because of long distance and poor commu-
nication system. Major reason behind establishment 
of this system (MERC) is to save human lives in 
deserts, mountains and far-flung areas of Balochistan.

Most of the traffic accidents reported from Lasbella 
district of Balochistan. MERC statistics show Lasbella 
reported 1,611, Khuzdar 1047 and Mastung 899 traffic 
accidents during the last one year. “We have also pro-
vided medical treatment to over 3,000 patients in 
remote-areas of Balochistan”, Aziz Jamali informed.

14 emergency response centers established on 
highways 

MERC continues to provide service at three high-
ways from Quetta-Karachi, Zhob and Chaman. “We 
have established 14 emergency response centers on 
highways to make sure timely provision of services 
to people”, he said.

Trained paramedics from Lahore deployed in these 
emergency centers to support the passengers in 
remote-areas of the province. Apart from this, MERC 
has also established wash-rooms in all centers to 
facilitate the passengers. Chief Minister Balochistan, 
Jam Kamal Khan also took to Twitter the other day and 
appreciated the services being rendered by the MERC.
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Honour Killings In 
Balochistan

Recent murders of two women and 
two men in the name of ‘honour’ in 
Balochistan is a gruesome reminder 
of past cold-blooded murders on the 
pretext of protecting honour. A father 
killed his 18-year old daughter along 
with another person in Balochistan’s 
Naseerabad district the other day. 
Killings of women in Naseerabad 
and Jaffarabad districts appeared to 
be rampant in the name of honour 
killings. The two districts have been 
influenced by some areas of Sindh 
province when it comes to this brutal 
custom.
However, this brutal custom contin-
ues to spread in various parts of 
northern Balochistan as well. In the 
recent past, repeated incidents of kill-
ings in the name of Karo Kari or 
‘honour killings’ have taken a place.  
Two days back, in a similar terrible 
incident, a man and a woman were 
killed in Killi Bakhtayarabad area of 
Dukki district of Balochistan. Police 
termed both horrible incidents as ‘hon-
our killings’. In both incidents, rela-
tives were killers and they are still at 
large. ‘Honour killings’ are also termed 
as domestic violence since in most of 
the cases close relatives of the victims 
are murderers. Aurat Foundation, a 
non-governmental organization has 
also termed impunity as one of the 
underlying reasons behind increasing 
acts of ‘honour killings’. This year, the 
so-called ‘honour’ has claimed 16 lives 
of women in different parts of 
Balochistan. These are reported and 
registered cases as per the statistics 
shared by the UN Women Sub-Office 
in Quetta. Most of the killings in the 
name of ‘honour’ go unnoticed due to 
tribal taboos and poor administration. 
We do not know how many other lives 
are being wiped out behind the silence 
of the chadar aur char devari cannot 
be guessed. Levies that administra-
tively control 95 per cent of the area of 
Balochistan are influenced by the 
tribal elites. Rarely such cases are reg-
istered in levies administered areas. 
Although, Pakistan has enacted some 
reasonable laws to bring an end to this 
terrifying custom. However, there 
seems to be no end at the end of the 
tunnel. The Balochistan government 
has recently approved the women 
empowerment bill. However, passing 
legislation is hardly enough to effect 
change in societal attitudes and break 
the vicious cycle of gender-based vio-
lence. In this male-dominated society, 
it is a bitter fact that regressive societal 
attitudes towards women label them 
as commodities, second class citizens, 
and financial liabilities to families. 
Apart from improving the law and 
sensitising agents of the justice sys-
tem, there is a dire need for compre-
hensive community outreach to com-
bat the tacit acceptance of such ‘tra-
ditions’ in our society. The society 
needs to be sensitizedd that it is 
murder, not honour.

Mir Adnan Aziz

Throughout history, the delusional 
allure of wealth and power has 
seen poor men wanting to be rich, 
rich vying to be kings and kings 
yearning to be god. As Roman phi-
losopher Epicurus summed it: 
“Nothing is enough for the man to 
whom enough is too little”. 

Elite theorists Vilfredo Pareto 
described democracy as the circu-
lation of elites; Gaetano Mosca 
dubbed it the ruling class. Robert 
Michels made seminal contribu-
tions to the study of democracy. He 
coined the term ‘iron law of oligar-
chy’. His assertion was that elected 
leaders inevitably morphed into an 
autocratic cabal that fostered cor-
ruption for personal gains. Michels 
defined this paradox as a death 
knell for democracy.

He enumerated three self-
ordained essentials touted by this 
cabal as their inherent right to rule: 
their (singular) indispensability for 
democracy, their mastery at govern-
ance and their experience. This fal-
lacy was compounded by its ready 
acceptance by the repeatedly jilted 
voters. This psychological frailty 
was described by Michels as the 
‘perennial incompetence of the 
masses’.

This preamble, lengthy as it is, 
mirrors our predicament over the 
years. The endless debate is whether 
the khakis are responsible for our 
woes or the civvies. The unfortu-
nate fact is that we have been let 
down by rulers irrespective of the 
color of their apparel or the make of 

their boots.
Dictators wrought destruction by 

fighting alien wars; politicians’ pas-
sions became their fetters. Dictators 
tried to transform into democrats; 
the latter morphed into dictators. 
The end result was a beggared 
country with a nation bereft of 
sense and direction.

Our utopian hopes and beliefs 
have rested on those long deceased 
and the proven discredited. Election 
per se is not democracy. The idea 
that we ever had a democracy is 
qualitatively false. This is empiri-
cally proved given the irrefutable 
facts and figures that plague our 
daily lives and the land that is our 
home. Essayist and poet Jorge 
Burges says: “History is mere his-
tory, myths are what matter. Myths 
determine the type of history a 
country is bound to create and 
repeat” Our dictatorships are 
remembered for what they were; the 
myth, repeated ad nauseam, is that 
our monarchical self-centered civil-
ian rules were democracy.

Pakistan was internationally 
viewed with derision. Our democra-
cies were epitomized in a former 
president daring law enforcers to 
arrest him and a three-time former 
prime minister taunting as to why 
his living beyond means should 
bother anyone. This was democra-
cy’s best revenge; the profound 
‘izzat’ bestowed upon the vote.

The much-repeated questions 
about the legal means to this cabal’s 
Midas touch remain unanswered to 
this day. However, the unwavering 
belief in their ‘right’ to rule is undi-

minished. A befitting Shakespearean 
quote would ask of them: “Is it not 
strange that desire should so many 
years outlive performance?”

One essential that holds absolute 
unanimity is the role of honestly 
functioning institutions. These insti-
tutions become motivators by imple-
menting policies and rule of law. 
People become economically pro-
ductive, bettering their lives and 
enriching the national economy.

One thing that does not abide by 
majority rule is a person’s con-
science. If a leader’s conscience is 
compromised, the nation’s fate is 
sealed. Corruption destroys more 
than the economy; it shreds the very 
fiber of society; above all it batters 
faith in the democratic system itself. 
The trickle-down effect sees the peo-
ple conform and comply to the lure 
of easy money – easy everything. 
rime Minister Imran Khan, to his 
credit, upended the seemingly 
impregnable status quo. Moreover, 
besotted with unlimited obstacles, 
he has improved upon all macro-
indicators in a very limited period. 
He is now the target of the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement, the name 
and objective of the movement itself 
as dichotomous as its monarchical 
bigwigs. Solon initiated democratic 
principles in the first Athenian 
democracy. He repealed Draco’s 
Laws (aka the Draconian Laws) and 
rewrote the constitution. Having 
done that, he went into self-imposed 
exile for a decade to ensure that he 
would not become a tyrant.

Hierarchy is the antithesis of 
democracy. Our timeless ‘qaideen’ 

have / had been at the helm of 
affairs for decades. Now their sci-
ons berate their monarchical right 
to rule us. This spawns from a tai-
lored system where wealth and 
pedigree remained the only qualifi-
cations to enter our hallowed halls 
of unaccountable power.

Jordan Belfort, a Wall Street 
stock-broker, was bedeviled by the 
quick buck bug. He turned hustler 
and was handed a four-year prison 
term for fraud. Today, Belfort is a 
known motivational speaker; his 
story became a five-Oscars nomi-
nated Hollywood flick ‘The Wolf of 
Wall Street’; his memoir is cap-
tioned the same. His webpage unre-
morsefully boasts: Jordan Belfort – 
The Wolf of Wall Street! The ver-
bose of our motivational speakers 
would have been hilarious if not the 
irony involved. Imran Khan’s sin-
gular ‘sin’ is his persistent quest at 
accountability and challenging the 
status quo. The COD and the 18th 
Amendment could have been a 
boon for a true democracy; it 
spawned a kevlarized oligarchy – 
guardians of the fatal status quo.

In his Nicomachean Ethics 
Aristotle wonders: “When water 
chokes you, what are you to drink 
to wash it down?” With the PDM 
initiating its quixotic forays, one 
can’t but ask a simple question. If 
democracy, the PDM brand, chokes 
us (yet again), what are we to 
drink to wash it away?

The writer is a freelance contrib-
utor.

Email: miradnanaziz@gmail.
com

Quetta’s Maryam Helps Reunite Minor Girl With Family
Asim Ahmed Khan

Maryam Syed, a young student was out in the 
evening, shopping at Quetta’s busiest Abdul 
Sattar Road when she spotted a minor girl 
roaming around alone. The minor girl seemed 
to be shattered since she was in search of her 
loved ones.

Despite strictly-veiled society and tribal 
taboos, Maryam took the risk to reach out to 
the child. The minor was alone and without 
her family. She tried to calm the child, asking 
her to tell about the family, but the little girl 
could not even speak and kept on crying.

As she realized that the girl is lost, Maryam 
decided to take responsibility. “With the cur-
rent situation, I had to do something to pro-
tect the child, until she finds her family 
back,” Maryam said. She said that she kept 
looking around, waited for a long time, in 

hope of finding her heirs, but did not suc-
ceed, as no one recognized the child.

In Balochistan, incidents of child abuse, 
kidnapping, and harassment appear to be on 
a constant rise recently.

“Then I decided to bring the child home,” 
Maryam told. Later at night, Maryam 
uploaded a video on Social Media platforms, 
seeking help from the users to find the rela-
tives of the child. “I recorded the video 
while hoping that child’s family members 
might see the video and thankfully people 
extended great support,” she added. The 
response was enthusiastic, many social 
media activists, groups shared the video on 
different platforms for maximum reach. 
Maryam’s effort turned successful, later on, 
the same night, family members after watch-
ing the video, reached out to her and had 
their little girl Umme-Hani back home. While 

thanking people for their support, Maryam 
had to face trolls, unwanted texts from the 
people, as she had shared her contact number, 
so that her family could easily reach out to 
her. “Despite knowing, I could face such a 
situation, I had decided to share the video,” 
she said.

“Child’s father told that mother of the child 
and other relatives who were in the market 
for wedding shopping, forgot the child some-
where,” she told. “The child was rejoiced after 
reuniting with the family, same as her family, 
who was relieved to get their little girl back 
unharmed,” Maryam told while narrating the 
incident.

Asim Ahmed Khan is a Quetta based jour-
nalist. He remained associated with 
DawnNews, SAMAA TV, 92 Newspaper and is 
currently contributing to Voicepk.net, TCM 
and other digital platforms.

Looming threat of climate change in Pakistan
Muhammad Jehangir Kakar 

Pakistan is threatened with the 
challenges of climate change. Be it 
global standing or regional vul-
nerability caused due to climatic 
threats, Pakistan is on crossing the 
red line. This is so alarming as 
much as it is so interesting. Is there 
someone looking after climate 
change at the provincial or federal 
level in Pakistan? There is none!

Ministry of Climate Change at 
the federal level is downplayed to 
act only as a regulator and one that 
has the technical capacity to still 
maneuver only unto the limitations 
of checking the quality of ambient 
airs.

Similarly, at all the provincial 
levels, there are environmental pro-
tection agencies that look after the 
conformity of environmental regu-
lations in various sectors contribut-
ing to certain types of pollutions. 
These provincial agencies act as 
regulators and with a stick they 
enforce the environmental laws 
which can cater for only a limited 
version or a speck of what forms the 
big idea of climate change. At the 
provincial levels like at the federal 
level, there is no agency that is tech-

nically sound, composed of such 
professionals and equipped with 
such facilities as to counter the 
grand horror of climate change.

No climate change data being 
collected at the provincial level

As for the data and statistics, 
there is as much fragmentation and 
silos-approach as much it is in the 
intergovernmental coordination 
mechanism. The question is not of 
the dearth of ampleness of data 
however it is how the data is made 
meaningful. Not at any provincial-
level one could ensure that any cli-
mate-oriented data is being col-
lected. The aforementioned agencies 
only ensure the quality of air by 
recording the various gaseous emis-
sions in the ambient airs. The 
Pakistan Metrological Centers 
throughout the country pick up con-
ventional weather data by various 
means but is hardly translated into 
making a meaningful statement on 
where we stand on climate change.

As for policies, laws, rules and 
regulations, we are more affluent 
than the developed nations. When it 
comes to drafting policies, odes are 
worth writing to our expertise but 
when given to see them on the 
ground being implemented; only 

darkened eulogies are symphonized 
at shrieks ad infinitum. The laws are 
being multiplied each day and have 
become as difficult as to remember 
the exact number of laws on one sin-
gle sector.

The National Climate Change 
Policy 2012 remains a document of 
the past being pushed to nullity 
though it was the vital document 
that elevated the Division of Climate 
Change to a Ministry level yet the 
promising implementation never 
has come off until this date. Though 
a devolved subject yet the NCCP 
grants the legitimacy to the Ministry 
of Climate Change to wreathe all the 
provinces together in one garland of 
beautiful working and legal integra-
tion to manage the national issue of 
climate change.

The Climate Change Act 2017 was 
another move towards climate con-
solidation that promised to establish 
the Pakistan Climate Change 
Authority, Climate Change Council, 
and Climate Change Fund all of 
which were last time seen in 2017 
when the said Act was passed. The 
vision 2030 remains a virgin vision 
thus far. Ministry of Climate Change 
must realize that it is the organiza-
tion at the federal level entirely 

responsible for catering for climate 
change affairs. The integration of 
such a central body with the prov-
inces would be the next challenge 
given to over politicization of every-
thing. Climate is something which 
should not be made political though 
globally it is something which has 
become an element of political deci-
siveness as in the Biden-Trump 
thaw.

Nature and nurture along with 
the potential of Pak-Met office and 
reach are to be integrated and 
enhanced fully at the federal and 
provincial levels with the climate 
change organizations so formed 
above. The data and statistics need 
to be enhanced and made up to the 
mark as being internationally 
acceptable with proper transcrip-
tions and applications of data. A 
lot must be done to keep the gener-
alists away from making any deci-
sions and calling the shots and the 
professionals are given the entry 
who have both the capacity and 
the legitimacy.

We still need someone who will 
look after climate change in 
Pakistan!

The author is a Civil Servant 
based in Quetta, Balochistan

Guardians of the status quo

From social distancing to ecological distancing
Daud Khan

The bacteria, viruses, fungi and 
many of the other micro-organ-
isms that live on Earth predate 
plants, humans and other animals 
by hundreds of millions of years. 
They occupy most of the ecological 
niches including the most incon-
ceivably inhospitable ones such as 
hot water springs in the deepest 
oceans where bacteria converts 
chemicals into energy and sustain a 
complex life system. They can lie 
dormant for decades but then 
reproduce rapidly. They can mutate 
and adapt at incredible speeds. 
They can come together to form 
super-organisms such as the honey 
fungus which can grow to cover up 
to 10 square kilometres. Given their 
numbers, their diversity and their 
ability to survive, these micro-
organisms are the true masters of 
the planet.

Humans are a very recent arrival 
on Earth — appearing in its modern 
form about 200,000 years ago. They 
are physically delicate creatures 
that can live only in a limited range 
of physical conditions. Being late 
arrivals, our survival required us to 
co-exist with the microbial organ-
isms that dominate life on Earth. 
And co-exist we do. They live on 
our skin, in our elementary canal 
from the mouth to the rectum, and 
in various other glands and organs 
in our body. Some of them — for 
example the bacteria that live in our 
gut — are essential for us to digest 

and absorb many of the nutrients 
we need. Others can be harmful, for 
example those living in our mouths 
help in digestion but can, under cer-
tain conditions, attack our teeth 
and gums. But in most cases we 
simply don’t know what purpose, if 
any, they serve. We simply live 
together, more or less in harmony.

And humans are by no means 
unique in this. Most other animals, 
as well as plants, carry large viral 
and bacterial loads. As in the case 
of us humans, some of these micro-
organisms are essential, for exam-
ple, the rhizobium, a type of bacte-
rial colony, that live in the roots of 
leguminous plants and other 
grasses, convert atmospheric nitro-
gen in nutrients essential to the sur-
vival of these plants. Some others 
such as the leaf curl or mosaic 
viruses can cause pathologies in the 
plants they attack. And there are 
many, many more organisms that 
we know nothing about, and most 
likely an even greater number that 
we have yet to “discover”. Current 
knowledge suggests that diseases 
causing pathogens from plants 
rarely cross to humans, but those 
from other animals regularly do so. 
Some of these made the jump early 
in our history when humans first 
made the transition from a hunter 
gatherer to a settled agriculturist 
some 10,000 years ago. As they 
planted crops and domesticated 
animals such as cows, horses and 
chickens, close proximity allowed 
several diseases to cross over — 

diseases that we are now familiar 
with such as the common cold, 
influenza, chicken pox and small 
pox. In fact, more than half of all 
known infectious diseases and 
three quarters of new or emerging 
infectious diseases in humans come 
from animals. As could be expected, 
whilst humans continue to move 
into new environmental niches or 
come into contact with other ani-
mals the number of the so called 
“zoonotic diseases” will continue to 
increase.

In the last decades, despite the 
improved healthcare worldwide we 
have seen SARs, Ebola and now 
Covid-19 cross over into humans. 
Big crowded cities and interna-
tional travel — essential for the 
high technological and globalised 
life we are living — helped spread 
these across the world in a matter of 
weeks. And so here we are today, an 
invisible pathogen a fraction of the 
size of a grain of sand, has killed 
over a million humans, brought on 
one of the greatest economic disas-
ters in recent history, and caused 
social and political panic. But why 
are we so surprised? Did we really 
believe that humans are the master 
species and that science and tech-
nology make us invincible? That 
our scarce respect for our planet 
and for the other species that live 
here would have no consequences? 
And our response? Social distanc-
ing, face masks and lockdowns. 
Scientists and politicians told us to 
avoid contact with each other. Of 

course these measures were needed 
and necessary. But there was an 
underlying assumption that these 
measures were temporary — only 
in place for as long as it takes to 
slow the speed of contagion, allow 
health facilities to cope and catch 
up, and buy time for scientists to 
look for a vaccine. And then we can 
get back to living life as usual. But 
maybe it will not be possible to get 
back to normal. Maybe science will 
not be able to provide an effective 
vaccine or a cure. And even if it did, 
will we be able to get these vac-
cines or treatments to everyone? 
Most likely the answer is a big NO. 
Let’s recall that some 1.5 million 
people continue to die every year 
from diarrhoeal diseases, around 
one million each from tuberculosis 
and HIV/AIDS, and about 600,000 
from malaria — despite the fact 
that we know how to prevent or 
cure these diseases. And does nor-
mality mean that we will go back 
to being our usual arrogant, cal-
lous and aggressive selves? Will 
we continue to act as we are the 
lords of all we see and that we can 
bend nature to our will? Maybe we 
need to acknowledge that human 
life and well-being require us to 
live more lightly on the planet. 
Our knowledge is limited and our 
continuous invasion of ecological 
niches will sooner or later bring us 
into contact with other organisms 
more deadly than Ebola or corona-
viruses. Are we really willing to 
take this risk?
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Speaker National Assembly Mr Qasim Khan Suri talking to media after meeting with office bearers of Pakistan Hockey Federation 
at Lahore. INP PHOTO

QUETTA: A bagger woman asking for some mercy from people in city.. QUETTA 
VOICE PHOTO

‘Most wanted’ street 
criminal nabbed during 

joint raid of Karachi 
police, Rangers

INP NEWS

KARACHI: The spokesperson of Sindh Rangers said on 
Monday that a ‘most wanted’ street criminal, Abid Ali 
alias Dada has been arrested during a joint raid with 
Karachi police.

Abid Ali alias Dada was allegedly involved in differ-
ent incidents of dacoity and robbery, said the spokesper-
son of Sindh Rangers. The accused was arrested with the 
help of a CCTV footage which showed him and his 
accomplice while looting citizens in Azam Basti.

Rangers also released the CCTV footage of the inci-
dent where the accused, Abid Ali, was seen riding on  a 
motorcycle along with another street criminal. Later, 
they snatched mobile phones and valuables from the two 
citizens standing at the street. 

Abid Ali has confessed his involvement in dozens of 
robberies during the initial investigation, whereas, raids 
are being conducted for arresting his accomplice, added 
the spokesperson. 

It is pertinent to mention here that criminal activities 
including motorcycle theft and snatching have risen to 
record levels in the city during the month of October, 
according to a report aired on Saturday. 

According to statistics compiled by the CPLC, overall 
3940 motorcycles were snatched or stolen, while 2,144 
Karachiites were deprived of their mobile phones by 
street criminals.

Moreover, 180 four-wheelers were either snatched or 
stolen from the city during the outgoing month. The inci-
dence of bike theft topped the list of street crimes 
reported in Karachi city last month. 

Knot art of 
Pakistani national 
flower displayed in 

Beijing
INP NEWS

BEIJING: Knot art of Pakistani national flower displayed 
at the ongoing China Knot Art Exhibition in Beijing, 
Gwadar Pro reported on Thursday.

At the exhibition, mainly knot arts of national flowers 
of BRI countries, weaved by Chinese traditional artists, 
are on display. Jasmine as Pakistani national flower is 
the main exhibit.

Knot art originated from 4,000 years ago and has 
shined in Chinese traditional culture. “Weaving 
Pakistani national flower with traditional Chinese hand-
icraft is a union between the cultures of the two coun-
tries. 

Our traditional craftsmen pay tribute to the friend-
ship between Pakistan and China in the form of art,” 
said Zhang Lei, speaker of the exhibition organizer.

Yang Feixue, the Curator of Datong Costume Culture 
and History Museum, introduced jasmine means affa-
blility and elegance, “weaving it with knot art also 
expresses our recognition of the characters of Pakistani 
people.”

“The birth of a knot art work needs to go through 28 
complicated processes. It took craftsmen several months 
to weave the knot art work of jasmine. 

This traditional handicraft is on the verge of extinc-
tion, thus we want to record the friendship between 
Pakistan and China with it,” Yang said.

She added, weaving and displaying the BRI national 
flower series aims to link Chinese traditional culture 
with world culture, let Chinese intangible cultural herit-
age go abroad, and express our best wishes to the harmo-
nious development of all countries.

21 more die of 
coronavirus, 1,708 fresh 

cases surface in Pakistan
News Desk

LAHORE: At least 21 
more patients of corona-
virus died and a total of 
1,708 new cases of virus 
covid-19 were confirmed 
during the last 24 hours, 
bringing the national 
tally to 348,184.

According to the 
National Command and 
Operation Centre 
(NCOC), with 21 more 
deaths reported over-
night, the country’s 
death toll from the dis-
ease has surged to 7,021, 

Thus far, a total of 
320,065 people have 
recovered from the 
infection while the num-
ber of active cases stands 
at 21,098. With 31,989 
samples tested during 
the past 24 hours, the 
number of tests so far 
conducted across the 

country has reached 
47,73,496.

Earlier, the NCOC said 
the Covid positivity rate 
has exceeded five per 
cent after a gap of over 
three months.

On Tuesday, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, 
calling for collective 
efforts to curb the 
impacts of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, said that 
Pakistan and China were 
jointly working to pro-
duce a coronavirus vac-
cine.

Addressing the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization Council of 
Heads of State (SCO-
CHS) meeting via video 
link, the PM maintained 
that nearly 50 million 
people have lost their 
lives after the breakout 
of the deadly virus across 
the world.

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan experienced 
one of the deadliest days in recent 
months as the coronavirus claimed 
another 34 lives during the past 24 
hours after which the death toll 
climbed to 7,055, showed the latest 
data released by Command and 
Operation Centre on Thursday morn-
ing.

Most of these deaths were reported 
in Sindh where 14 people died of the 
virus. It was followed by nine in 
Punjab and eight in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. But it isn’t just the new 
deaths as the country is witnessing 
constant rise in daily count with 
another 1,808 people diagnosed with 
the virus in different parts of the coun-

try. 
It is the worst number since July 18 

when 1,918 new cases were reported.  
With the overall number of coronavi-
rus cases reaching 349,992, the region-
wise distribution of the infections is 
given as: Sindh 152,072, Punjab 108,221 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 41,258, 
Islamabad 22,765, Balochistan 16,226, 
Azad Kashmir 5,041 and Gilgit-
Baltistan 4,409. 

The news coming from Sindh is 
really alarming as over 800 new cases 
were recorded in the province on 
Wednesday. Punjab and Islamabad are 
next most-affected regions in the coun-
try although the number of people 
fully recovering from the infection 
currently stands at 320,849 with the 
addition of 784, the higher infection 

means there is a net increase in active 
cases whose number has increased to 
22,088.  It means an increase of around 
1,200 over the previous day, represent-
ing a steady and alarming rise in the 
number of coronavirus patients. Out 
of the hospitalised patients, 1,164 are 
in intensive care units due to their crit-
ical condition.

Meanwhile, 189 of the critically-ill 
patients have been placed on ventila-
tors. However, a total of 327,904 cases 
have so far closed [deaths + number of 
people recovering from infection] in 
the country. The day also saw 36,686 
tests being administered in different 
parts of the country after which the 
overall number reached 4,810,182. 

The National Command and 
Operation Centre (NCOC) has called 

for banning large public gatherings 
and enhance restrictions in high-risk 
areas due to Covid-19 resurge amid 
rising possible second wave of the 
pandemic. The Forum taking into 
account rising positivity ratio sug-
gested for an early and extended win-
ter vacations in educational institu-
tions to reduce the impact of disease 
spread and ensure the safety and 
health of students. Guidelines on mar-
riages Only outdoor marriages with 
upper limit of 500 people are allowed 
from Nov 20th. NCOC also suggested 
for NCC meeting to increase restric-
tions on high-risk sectors and particu-
larly large public gatherings. NCOC 
recommended urgent and emergency 
measures to NCC for final approval 
after consensus by all stakeholders. 

Lahore to also have Green 
Electric buses

INP NEWS

LAHORE: After hav-
ing Metro Bus and 
Orange Line Train ser-
vices to cut the load on 
its roads and pollution 
in its air, the city of 
Lahore is now poised 
to have Green Electric 
buses that are aimed at 
tackling the ever-ris-
ing pollution level in 
the provincial capital. 

Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar 
Usman Buzdar gave 
approval to the project 
while chairing a spe-
cial meeting regarding 
transport in Lahore on 
Wednesday. 

The chief minister 
directed to frame the 
rules and regulations 
for plying these buses 
on Lahore roads as 
soon as possible. The 
meeting also gave 
green signal to acti-
vate the Vehicles 
I n s p e c t i o n 
Certification System in 
the city. 

Addressing the 
meeting, Usman 
Buzdar said Lahore 
Transport Company 
(LTC) will be turned 
into Punjab Transport 
Company wherein 
new transport inspec-

tors, sub-inspectors 
and sergeants will be 
recruited. 

Usman Buzdar said 
the Green Electric 
Buses will by plied on 
six routes covering 106 
kilometres distance 
and different options 
are on the table for 
purchasing these vehi-
cles. He directed the 
Transport Department 
to finalise recommen-
dations in this regard 
on urgent basis. The 
chief minister said 
under public-private 
partnership these elec-
tric buses will also be 
allowed in other cities 
of the province. These 
buses will help in tack-
ling pollution and 
smog and they will do 
every such work which 
will benefit the public, 
he added. 

The chief minister 
also ordered to make 
cleanliness arrange-
ments along the 
Orange Line Metro 
Train better. He made 
it clear that there 
would be no compro-
mise on the cleanli-
ness issue. He said he 
will pay surprise visits 
to the Orange Line 
Train to inspect the 
arrangements and 

cleanliness. He said for 
the first time public 
buses will be plied in 
K o h - e - S u l e m a n 
region. Kot Chhatta, 
Wahuwa, Tibbi 
Qaisrani, Taunsa and 
Dera Ghazi Khan will 
be provided with 
excellent transport 
facility on low fares, he 
added. Buzdar said 
Faisalabad and other 
regions will also have 
a modern transport 
system. 

The chief minister 
also ordered to make 
cleanliness arrange-
ments along the 
Orange Line Metro 
Train better. He made 
it clear that there 
would be no compro-
mise on the cleanli-
ness issue. He said he 
will pay surprise visits 
to the Orange Line 
Train to inspect the 
arrangements and 
cleanliness. He said for 
the first time public 
buses will be plied in 
K o h - e - S u l e m a n 
region. Kot Chhatta, 
Wahuwa, Tibbi 
Qaisrani, Taunsa and 
Dera Ghazi Khan will 
be provided with 
excellent transport 
facility on low fares, he 
added.

49 hoarders 
fined, 5 
cases 

lodged, 10 
warehouses 

sealed in 
Punjab

INP NEWS

LAHORE: As many as 49 
wholesalers were found 
to be involved in the 
hoarding of essential 
food commodities in vari-
ous cities of Punjab dur-
ing October, according to 
a report.

The report furnished to 
the Punjab chief secretary 
stated that a cumulative 
fine of Rs600,000 was 
imposed on hoarders 
during a clampdown on 
hoarding and profiteer-
ing in Bahawalnagar, 
Rajanpur, Faisalabad, 
Chiniot, and Mandi 
Bahauddin.

Five cases were also 
lodged against traders 
found involved in such 
activities while 10 ware-
houses were sealed.

A total of 18,000 sugar 
sacks, 302 rice sacks, 1,160 
wheat sacks, 2,627 bags of 
flour, and 35,000 kilo-
grammes of ghee were 

ATC grants bail to 
PML-N’s Imran 

Nazir in NAB office 
clash case

INP NEWS

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism court (ATC) on Thursday 
granted bail to Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) MPA Khawaja Imran Nazir in a case regarding a 
clash outside National Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
office on hearing of Maryam Nawaz.

ATC judge Arshad Hussain heard the plea of the 
PML-N leader and granted him bail against surety 
bonds of 0.5 million rupees after hearing arguments of 
defense and prosecution.

MPA Khawaja Imran Nazir was arrested by police on 
November 7 when authorities stopped his vehicle on 
Model Town Link Road and told him that the car was 
wanted by police in NAB office clash case.

On the arrest, Khawaja Imran said that he is not afraid 
of such tactics of government and claimed that PML-N 
rally on December 13 will be historic.

It is pertinent to mention here that a case was regis-
tered against Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) 
Vice President Maryam Nawaz and other party leaders 
and workers in Chohang police station on the request of 
NAB against the attack on its office.

Prominent PML-N leaders named in the case include 
Rana Sanaullah, Muhammad Zubair, Javed Latif, Bilal 
Yasin, Imran Nazir and others. 

LHC sends brick kilns’ 
plea against shutdown to 

environment official
INP NEWS

LAHORE: A bench of the Lahore High Court (LHC) on 
Thursday sent a petition against shutdown of brick kilns 
to the provincial secretary of environment.

The court directed the secretary environment depart-
ment to review and act on the plea according to the law.

A bench comprised of Justice Ayisha A. Malik heard 
petition of brick kiln owners, who had challenged the 
government’s decision to shutdown their businesses to 
control smog.

The counsel of brick kiln owners argued that the gov-
ernment’s decision of closing brick kilns increasing 
unemployment.

The petition sought the court decision to declare the 
government’s brick kiln shutdown notification as void.

The bench sent the petition to the provincial secretary 
of environment to look into the matter and decide it 
according to the law.

The court in hearing of the case yesterday said that “It 
is our collective responsibility to take steps for address-
ing the smog problem.”

“Several brick kiln owners have submitted affidavits 
that they would close their businesses until December 
31,” Justice Malik said.

“How can you oppose those who had stated on oath 
for shutdown of brick kilns,” the court asked.

The smoke produced by automobiles, brick kilns and 
stubble burning in agriculture areas converts into smog 
during the month of November with falling tempera-
ture.

The concentration of smog remains very high in rice 
producing areas of Punjab including Lahore, Gujranwala, 
Faisalabad, Nankana Sahib, Kasur, Sheikhupura, Gujrat 
and Sialkot during November, causing low visibility 
which results in scores of road mishaps, disturbance in 
flights and train schedules etc.

Sudden spurt in coronavirus 
cases claims 34 lives in Pakistan

Dialogue on role of 
parliament in enhancing 
investment, trade under 

CPEC
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary Committee on China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor is organizing a regional 
dialogue tomorrow in Peshawar on role of Parliament in 
enhancing investment, trade and people to people 
exchanges under CPEC. 

This regional dialogue is first of the series of regional 
dialogues which would be held in all four provincial 
capitals, Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. 

Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser will chair 
this Regional dialogue as Chief Guest whereas Chief 
Minister KPK Mehmood Khan, Federal Minister for 
Defense Pervaiz Khattak, Special Assistant to PM Arbab 
Shahzad, Chairman Parliamentary Committee on CPEC 
Sher Ali Arbab will participate in the dialogue. 

Parliamentarians, representatives of provincial gov-
ernment, Diplomatic community, Industrial and eco-
nomic sectors, intelligentsia, civil society.
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INP NEWS

KASHMORE: An additional sessions court on Thursday 
granted physical remand of a man suspected of sexually 
assaulting a four-year-old minor girl and her mother, to 
Sindh Police for three days.

The police informed additional sessions judge that 
they were conducting search operations to apprehend 
two other suspects involved in the heinous crime.

A young woman from Karachi was duped by three 
men who took her to Kashmore with the promise of a job. 
The woman was gang-raped and sold to Khairullah 
Bugti - a member of the gang - while the child remained 
with the other two.

The woman fled from Bugti’s house and reached the 
local police station to file a complaint. Following which, 
the police tracked the men to the house where the 
woman was gang-raped and recovered the child. They 
arrested one member of the gang, Shafiq Malak, who 
admitted to gang-raping the minor.

Taking notice of the incident, Federal Minister of 
Human Rights Dr Shireen Mazari said the rape case 
showed how a bestial mindset continued to ravage the 
society violating children despite laws.

She urged the Sindh government to ensure strict 
enforcement of the law.

QUETTA: A man push handcart loaded with delivery stuff in local market for his livelihood support of his 
family. QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi being brief about operational readiness of 
Pakistan Navy Units during visit at Coastal Areas. INP PHOOTO

INP NEWS

GILGIT: The people of Gilgit-Baltistan won’t fall for the 
political gimmicks of Prime Minister Imran Khan, said 
PML-N leader Maryam Nawaz on Thursday.

While speaking to a private Tv channel, the PML-N 
leader arrived in Skardu a week ago and kicked off PML-
N’s campaign for the upcoming elections for the Gilgit-
Baltistan Legislative Assembly. She will leave for 
Islamabad later in the day.

“Why did Imran Khan feel the need to announce that 
Gilgit-Baltistan will be made a separate province just 
days before the elections,” Maryam asked. He didn’t 
even give one day to the people of the region before.

Nawaz Sharif worked on constitutional amendments 
to give Gilgit-Baltistan the status of a province and his 
political opponents never acknowledged it, she said.

“The interaction I have had with the people here has 
shown me that the people here are quite educated and 
smart. They are aware of all gimmicks of Imran Khan 
and they will not fall for it,” Maryam added. He keeps 
making false promises and people know that he will 
never fulfill them.

If you remember he also promised that southern 
Punjab will be made a separate province. “But what 
became of it?” It turned out to be another of his false 
promises.

“People who have been unjust to others will be ques-
tioned on the Day of Accountability,” she said. “These 
people will be held accountable for their actions.”

Alvi orders KPT to 
give job to deceased 

worker’s widow

Chief of the Naval 
Staff visits Naval 
installations at 
coastal areas

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi visited Pakistan Navy 
Units at Coastal Areas of Turbat, Gwadar and Ormara to 
review operational preparedness and combat readiness. 

Upon arrival at PNS SIDDIQUE, the Naval Air Station 
at Turbat, the Chief of the Naval Staff was received by 
Commander Pakistan Fleet Rear Admiral Naveed 
Ashraf. The Naval Chief was briefed on the operations of 
Naval Air Arm followed by interaction with the troops. 
Later, Chief of the Naval Staff departed for Gwadar, 
where he was apprised about ongoing operations of 
Maritime Security Task Force-88, Coastal Security and 
Harbour Defence Force, which have been established by 
Pakistan Navy to ensure maritime security of Gwadar 
Port and China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) pro-
jects. The Naval Chief also visited Jinnah Naval Base and 
PN Cadet College Ormara where he was received by 
Commander Coast Vice Admiral Zahid Ilyas. 

Speaking on the occasions, the Admiral highlighted 
the importance of maritime security of entire Coast 
which has increased manifold in context of the ongoing 
CPEC project. The Naval Chief highlighted the divi-
dends of CPEC related projects which are intrinsically 
linked with the security of maritime domain. He 
stressed that responsibilities of Pakistan Navy would 
continue to grow in coming years. Chief of the Naval 
Staff reaffirmed Pakistan Navy’s resolve to safeguard 
the maritime boundaries and maritime interests of the 
nation at all cost and also appreciated the morale, self-
less devotion and commitment of the deployed troops to 
defend the maritime frontiers of the country.

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Thursday 
rejecting an instant representation of Karachi Port Trust 
(KPT) directed to give contractual job to widow of its 
deceased employee under the PM’s Assistance Package. 

The President upheld the decision of Wafaqi Mohtasib, 
which had supported provision of job to complainant 
widow Ms Shaheen, dismissing the KPT’s grounds 
against her of being overage. The complainant Shaheen 
had approached the Wafaqi Mohtasib alleging that KPT, 
after death of her husband, denied her a job for being 
over 35 years, thus crossing the maximum age limit for 
contract employment under the PM’s Assistance 
Package, according to official documents. 

The Wafaqi Mohtasib in its order dated 18.05.2020 had 
mentioned that at the time of death of her husband, the 
complainant was over-age by only four months and 29 
days which could have been relaxed by the appointing 
authority. It gave reference of Establishment Division’s 
Office Memorandum No.8/65/2016-E-2 dated 21.04.2017 
regarding amended rules for widow/widowers of 
deceased government servants that made the 50-year-
old persons entitled for contract employment under the 
Prime Minister’s Package. 

The Wafaqi Mohtasib advised KPT to consider the 
case of complainant for contract employment in view of 
the said Office Memorandum since her age was much 
less than 50 years. The KPT contended that the Office 
Memorandum of 2014 in its retrospective effect was not 
applicable on the case of complainant, whose husband 
had expired in 2014. 

The Wafaqi Mohtasib terming the interpretation of 
retrospective effect as “misconceived” said it was a set-
tled law that the beneficial legislation could be given a 
retrospective effect – the fact also been supported by the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan in number of cases. It said: 
“The refusal to consider the complainant for appoint-
ment under the PM’s Assistance Package and refusing 
the benefit of 21.04.2017 O.M to her is unjust, unreason-
able, contrary to law and based on irrelevant grounds 
constituting maladministration.” 

Endorsing the stance of Wafaqi Mohtasib, President 
Dr Arif Alvi rejected the representation of KPT with a 
direction to provide job to the complainant. “In view of 
the above, the Hon’able President of Pakistan has been 
pleased to reject the instant representation directing the 
Agency (KPT) to consider the case of the complainant for 
contract employment under the PM’s Assistance 
Package,” read the reply to KPT’s representation 
addressed to the President.

INP NEWS

BEIJING: Pakistani students of 
North China Electric Power 
University (NCEPU) communi-
cated with members of China 
Huaneng Group Co., Ltd. 
(CHNG) International Talent 
Training class at the Training 
Base. 

This was aimed at initiating 
School-enterprise cooperation 
among Chinese and Pakistani 
students to provide talents for 
CPEC, according to a report pub-
lished by Gwadar Pro on 
Thursday.

It was reported that university 
and the enterprise of the two 
children have jointly initiated a 
long-term cooperation to provide 
Pakistani talents for CPEC.

On the occasion, CHNG staff 
presented the general situation of 
their development in the interna-
tional market, analyzed several 
CPEC electrical engineering pro-
jects, and answered the students’ 
questions.

Mishkat Jan, PHD of Electric 
Power Engineering, a Pakistani 
student who took part in the 
activity, said that Pakistan has 
been facing an acute shortage of 

electricity since 2006-07, which is 
considered as the worst power 
crisis. 

Recognizing the growing 
energy needs of Pakistan, and to 
overcome the existing deficits, 
CPEC has allocated a major pro-
portion of its funds to energy 
generation and transmission.

“Many power projects includ-
ing wind, solar, hydroelectric 
and coal under CPEC, contribute 
significantly to the sustainable 
growth of industries and unhin-
dered electric supply for domes-
tic consumption in Pakistan,” 
Mishkat added.

Muhammad Nasir, another 
Pakistani student, said, “CPEC 
and cooperation between CHNG 
and NCEPU have provided lots 
of opportunities for Pakistani 
youth. 

This contributes not only elec-
tricity but also intellectual tal-
ents to Pakistan. We have got a 
chance to devote ourselves to our 
country and CPEC.”

Sahiwal Project which CHNG 
has been involved in from con-
struction to operation, is the first 
large-scale coal-fired power sta-
tion under CPEC. 

“Sahiwal Project has rein-

forced the selection and training 
of Pakistani employees, who now 
account for nearly half of the 
workforce, and they play an 
important role in all aspects,” 
says Liu Ying, speaker of Talent 
Development Division of CHNG.

She said, over the years, CHNG 
has always been adhering to the 
global vision in international tal-
ent training. In 2019, 7 Pakistani 
students from NCEPU were 
recruited for the Sahiwal Project. 

They have contributed to the 
safe and stable operation of the 
project. 

The Pakistani students partici-
pated in the activity on Oct 22th. 
After graduation, they can par-
ticipate in the recruitment of col-
lege graduates of CHNG.

She said, over the years, CHNG 
has always been adhering to the 
global vision in international tal-
ent training. In 2019, 7 Pakistani 
students from NCEPU were 
recruited for the Sahiwal Project. 

They have contributed to the 
safe and stable operation of the 
project. The Pakistani students 
participated in the activity on 
Oct 22th. After graduation, they 
can participate in the recruit-
ment of college graduates.

Woes of fishermen in 
Gwadar

Manan Mandokhail

GWADAR: “I spend most of the day fishing 
in this sea”, Zafar Baloch, a young fisher-
man in Gwadar says. Like Zafar, most of 
the fishermen spend their whole day from 
dawn to dusk to catch a fish. “Morning is 
the best time for catching fish”, 26-year old 
Zafar Baloch mentioned. Fishermen said 
fish comes from the deep sea to the edge of 
the ocean to enjoy the sunlight. Mr. Baloch 
takes his boat along with his six colleagues 
in the Arabian Sea near the Gwadar deep 
seaport for fishing.

Dozens of fishermen gathered at the 
Gwadar coast as the author interacted 
with them to get information about their 
plight. The fishermen complained about 
increasing taxes by the fisheries depart-
ment government of Balochistan. The 
annual tax has jumped from Rs. 1400 to 
24,000 rupees, he informed. Although, 
Akbar Askani, the Balochistan Fisheries 
Minister said, “this government is trying 
to address the grievances of fishermen”. 
He said the reduction of taxes on fisher-
men was under consideration.

70 percent of peoples jobs are linked 
with fishing with Gwadar 

In Pakistan’s port city of Gwadar, over 
70 percent of peoples’ jobs are linked with 
fishing. From grandfathers to grandsons, 
fishing is their profession and sole source 
of income. For 30 minutes, I throw the net 
into the deep sea to catch fish, he men-
tioned.

Today, I caught fish weighing 230kilo-
grams along with six colleagues. My share 
becomes Rs. 700 today, Zafar informed. 
The fishermen sell fish at the coast as the 
buyers are always waiting for them. Then, 
the businessmen export fish to Karachi, 
Quetta, and other parts of the country.

For the last two decades, the federal 
government has promised to turn Gwadar 
city into one of the developed cities of the 
globe. However, people of Gwadar are still 
deprived of basic facilities especially 
drinking water.

Work of water distillation plant to be 
started soon: DG GDA 

Shahzeb Kakar, Director General of the 
Gwadar Development Authority (GDA), 
said work on a water distillation plant 
with the capacity to produce 5 million gal-
lons per day was just getting started. 
Separately, two dams were already pro-
viding 50 million gallons of water to the 
parched city.

Currently, Iran is supplying 100 mega-
watts of electricity to Balochistan’s 
Makran division, of which Gwadar is a 

part. This, locals say, is insufficient and 
there are often month-long power break-
downs.

Pakistan has almost 11,00 long coastline 
inhabited by fishermen living along with 
small and big cities of the country. 
Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest province in 
terms of the area has 750km long coast at 
the Arabian sea.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan has also assured the solution of 
issues faced by fishermen in the coastal 
belt of the province. However, Zafar 
Baloch, the young fisherman argues that 
the rulers must go beyond words and take 
practical steps to address our problems.

Pakistan has almost 11,00 long coastline 
inhabited by fishermen living along with 
small and big cities of the country. 

Sino-Pak school-enterprise 
cooperation initiated to 

provide talents for CPEC

LHC declares JIT formed 
to probe Sharif, Tareen 

sugar mills null and void
INP NEWS

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court on Thursday declared 
a joint investigation team (JIT) formed to probe sugar 
mills in the light of the Sugar Inquiry Commission null 
and void.

A bench issued the order while hearing a petition filed 
by Al-Arabia Sugar Mills of PML-N President Shahbaz 
Sharif’s family and the Faruki Pulp Mills of Jahangir 
Tareen, challenging inquiries by the Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA).

The high court also declared the notices issued by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) 
to the sugar mills.

In short order, the bench remarked that the SECP had 
failed to comply with legal jurisdiction. It added that an 
elaboration about FIA’s jurisdiction will be given in a 
detailed verdict.

In the petitions, the sugar mills have nominated the 
Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP), FIA Director General Wajid Zia, the Ministry of 
Interior and Adviser to the Prime Minister on 
Accountability Mirza Shahzad Akbar as respondents.

The petitioners said that the federal cabinet ordered 
authorities to launch a crackdown against sugar mills. It 
argued that the federal cabinet has no power to declare 
some culprit.

It was also claimed that Mirza Shahzad Akbar later 
illegally ordered the SECP and the FIA to launch the 
against their sugar mills.

Man arrested in gang-rape 
of minor, mother sent on 

three-day physical remand

CM sindh 
richest 

assembly 
member: 

ECP releases 
assets detail

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) on Thursday 
released details of the 
assets and liabilities of 
members of the Sindh 
Assembly.

According to figures 
released by the 
Commission, Chief 
Minister of Sindh Syed 
Murad Ali Shah owns 
assets having worth Rs 
233.5 millions.

Sindh chief minister 
owns two vehicles worth 
15 million rupees. He 
received 100 Tola gold as 
gift from his mother. 
Murad Ali Shah has also 
two plots of land worth 30 
million in the name of his 
daughter, the ECP said.

Speaker Sindh Assembly 
Agha Siraj Durrani has 
assets worth 102 million 
rupees. He has over Rs61.6 
million in cash and arms 
worth 1.5 million.

According to figures 
released by the election 
commission, Sindh 
Assembly’s MPA Faryal 
Talpur have personal 
assets worth 390 million 
rupees. Talpur owns 980 
grams gold jewelry and 
three vehicles worth Rs10 
million.

Sindh’s Education 
Minister Saeed Ghani 
owns assets worth Rs23.1 
million, according to the 
ECP details. He also owns 
100 Tola gold in personal 
assets.

Sindh’s Information 
Minister Nasir Hussain 
Shah have assets worth 
around Rs130 million. He 
also owns 477 Tola gold in 
his assets.

Another provincial min-
ister Sohail Anwar Siyal 
owns Rs assets worth 92.8 
million.

According to the elec-
tion commission People’s 
Party’s Sharjeel Memon 
MPA owns properties in 
the country as well in the 
overseas.

He owns two properties 
in DHA Karachi worth 
Rs4.4 million and Rs9.7 
million.

He also owns Rs15.08 
million residence and agri-
culture land in Tharparkar 
and have two apartments 
worth Rs50 mln in Dubai.

According to ECP, 
Sharjeel Memon’s wife 
owns a villa in Dubai 
worth Rs98.9 million and 
shares having worth 21 
million.

Gilgit-Baltistan 
won’t fall for Imran 

Khan’s political 
gimmicks: Maryam

Police mobile 
attacked in Quetta, 

5 injured
News Desk

QUETTA: Unknown miscreants lobbed a hand-gre-
nade at police patrolling mobile in Quetta’s Spini road 
on Thursday night. Police sources said the attack left 
five people including three policemen injured. The 
injured policemen rushed to civil hospital Quetta for 
medical treatment. Policemen were on routine patrol-
ling when attacked by miscreants. Three injured were 
pedestrians

Police and personnel of other law enforcement agen-
cies reached the spot as an investigation into the inci-
dent went underway. Emergency imposed in the hos-
pital to treat the injured of the attack.


