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Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) has 
found that Pakistan has success-
fully complied with 21 out of 27 
points of action and decided to 
keep the country on its ‘grey list’ 
until February 2021, the watch-
dog’s president said on Friday.

FATF President Marcus Pleyer 
announced the decision at a vir-
tual press conference held after 
the body’s three-day plenary ses-
sion came to an end today.

The global watchdog reviewed 
Pakistan’s progress on the 
27-point action plan for address-
ing anti-money laundering and 
terror financing in its plenary 
session that started on October 
21.

In a statement issued after the 
plenary session concluded, the 
financial watchdog said: “To 
date, Pakistan has made pro-
gress across all action plan items 
and has now largely addressed 
21 of the 27 action items. As all 
action plan deadlines have 
expired, the FATF strongly urges 
Pakistan to swiftly complete its 
full action plan by February 
2021.”

The statement added that 
Pakistan needed to work on four 

areas to “address its strategic 
deficiencies”. These include:

demonstrating that law 
enforcement agencies (LEAs) are 
identifying and investigating the 
widest range of terror financing 
activity, which target designated 
persons and entities, and those 
who act on the behalf/direction 
of the designated persons or enti-
ties

demonstrating that terror 
financing prosecutions result in 
effective, proportionate and dis-
suasive sanctions

demonstrating effective 
implementation of targeted 
financial sanctions against all 
1267 and 1373 designated terror-
ists and those acting for or on 
their behalf; preventing the rais-
ing and moving of funds includ-
ing in relation to non-profit 
organisations; identifying and 
freezing assets; and prohibiting 
access to funds and financial ser-
vices

demonstrating enforcement 
against violation of terror financ-
ing sanctions, including in rela-
tion to NPOs, of administrative 
and criminal penalties and pro-
vincial and federal authorities 
cooperating on enforcement 
cases

In response to a question by a 

journalist with India Today, 
Pleyer said that the FATF mem-
bers had decided “by consensus” 
that Pakistan needed to work on 
the six outstanding items before 
the body would consider paying 
an “on-site visit” to review 
Pakistan’s progress on the 
ground.

Answering another question, 
he said that after the on-site visit 
by an assessment team, the FATF 
body would review Pakistan’s 
case in its plenary meeting and 
decide if the country should be 
taken off the ‘grey list’. He 
pointed out, however, that there 
was “another process going on in 
the Asian Pacific Group” where 
Pakistan’s case is being evalu-
ated.

Shortly after the FATF 
announced its decision, Minister 
for Industries Hammad Azhar 
said that Pakistan had “achieved 
impressive progress” and con-
gratulated federal and provin-
cial teams “who have worked 
day and night even during the 
pandemic to ensure this turn 
around”.

The minister said that due to 
Pakistan’s progress FATF had 
“acknowledged that any black-
listing is off the table now”.

Pakistan has been on the 

FATF’s grey list since June 2018. 
The grey list comprises countries 
being monitored by the watch-
dog.

The FATF plenary was earlier 
scheduled in June but Islamabad 
got an unexpected breather after 
the global watchdog against 
financial crimes temporarily 
postponed all mutual evalua-
tions and follow-up deadlines in 
the wake of the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The Paris-based agency also 
put a general pause on the review 
process, thus giving Pakistan an 
additional four months to meet 
the requirements.

In February, the FATF had 
given Islamabad a four-month 
grace period to complete its 
27-point action plan, noting that 
Pakistan had delivered on 14 
points but missed 13 other tar-
gets. On July 28, the government 
reported to parliament compli-
ance with 14 points of the 
27-point action plan and with 10 
of the 40 recommendations.

By September 16, however, the 
joint session of the parliament 
amended about 15 laws to 
upgrade its legal system match-
ing international standards as 
required by the FATF. Pakistani 
officials were hopeful of a posi-

‘To remain on grey list’: FATF 
urges Pakistan to complete 

action plan by Feb 2021

“Opposition should not 
drag Balochistan in 

island case”: Jam Kamal
Our Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal 
Khan here on Friday cautioned the opposition 
political parties not to unnecessarily drag 
Balochistan in the island case. In a tweet, the Chief 
Minister assured, “Our one inch has not gone”.

Chief Minister’s statement has come after the 
Baloch nationalist parties including the Balochistan 
National Party (BNP) and National Party (NP) have 
expressed serious reservations and alleged that 
Islamabad is trying to get control of the islands. Dr. 
Malik Baloch, the Chief of NP had addressed a joint 
press conference along with Sindhi nationalist 
groups regarding the island issue a few days back 
in Karachi.

“Balochistan has one island, Astola and it has a 
national park and it cannot be taken away”, Jam 
Kamal mentioned. The nationalists’ parties have 
warned of launching a protest movement of the 
federal government did not address their reserva-
tions.

Polio can 
only be 

prevented 
by 

vaccination 
exercise: 
Bilawal

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The 
Chairman of Pakistan 
Peoples Party, Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari has said 
that polio-free Pakistan 
was the dream of his 
mother Shaheed 
Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto and we all have to 
work dedicatedly to 
transform this dream into 
a reality.

In his message on the 
eve of World Polio Day, he 
said that the crippling 
disease of polio has no 
cure and it can only be 
prevented by the vaccina-
tion exercise being con-
ducted worldwide. 
“African region has now 
been declared polio-free 
while the cases but few 
cases are still being 
reported from Pakistan 
and Afghanistan,” he 
added.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
said that Prime Minister 
Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto launched 
polio vaccination in 
Pakistan with the support 
of international organiza-
tions and nation’s reached 
very close to being 
declared completely 
polio-free.

He appreciated the 
health officials and polio 
teams, especially the 
Lady Health Workers, 
who have been fighting 
the virus very dedicat-
edly for three decades 
and hoped that with the 
collective efforts the 
poliovirus will be eradi-
cated from the country 
very soon.

Four terrorists killed in 
Mastung Balochistan: 

CTD

QUETTA: Oct23- Governor Balochistan, Justice (r) Amanullah Khan Yasinzai in a meeting with President Dr Arif Alvi at Governor’s House 
in provincial capital. QUETTA VOICE PHOTO

PM to be 
responsible 

for any 
untoward 
incident at 

rallies: JUI-F 
INP NEWS

PESHAWAR: JUI-F 
General Secretary Abdul 
Ghafoor Haideri on 
Friday warned that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and 
the federal government 
would be responsible if 
anything untoward hap-
pened at the opposition 
rallies. 

The warning came 
after NACTA (National 
Counter Terrorism 
Authority) issued a secu-
rity alert, saying that the 
terrorists could carry out 
attacks in Peshawar and 
Quetta.  

Similarly, Railways 
Minister Sheikh Rashid 
has been repeatedly talk-
ing about the possibility 
of terror activities in the 
coming days and 
weeks. 

Earlier, Interior 
Minister Ijaz Shah had 
stated that the PML-N 
leadership might be in 
danger because of the 
party’s political narrative. 

Addressing a press 
conference at the 
Parliament Lodges in 
Islamabad, Haideri prom-
ised that the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(rally) scheduled for 
Sunday in Quetta would 
historic.  

Talking about the 
Karachi episode in which 
Capt Safdar was arrested 
after barging into the 
room of PML-N Vice-
president Maryam 
Nawaz, the JUI-F leader 
said the federal govern-
ment was either a crimi-
nal or an accused and 
they would not accept 
any investigation carried 
out by the Centre. 

Haideri made this clear 
as he condemned the 
treatment meted out to 
Maryam, Safdar and 
Sindh IG Mushtaq Mahar 
who was stated to be kid-
napped for forcing him.

Landmine blast injured 
5 coal miners in 

Balochistan Harnai

Our Staff Reporter

At least four terrorists killed during an exchange of 
fire with the Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) 
in Balochistan province’s Mastung district on Friday 
night. Two personnel of the CTD also got injured 
during an exchange of fire, the spokesman of the 
anti-terror force said.

The CTD spokesman said the security forces con-
ducted a raid in the Dasht area of Mastung district. 
During an exchange of fire four terrorists killed, he 
said. Security forces also recovered suicide jackets 
and other arms and ammunition from their posses-
sion. The injured personnel rushed to Quetta city for 
medical treatment.

A huge contingent of forces reached the spot 
A huge contingent of security personnel reached 

the Dasht area to maintain law and order situation 
after the incident. The dead terrorists were involved 
in a series of terrorist activities in Quetta and other 
parts of Balochistan.

Bomb disposal squad also called in the area to 
defuse the bombs and suicide jackets.

President urges masses 
to adopt SOPs for averting 
resurgence of COVID-19

Our Staff Reporter

QUETTA: President Arif 
Alvi on Friday said the 
corona virus situation 
was not alarming in the 
country and

urged people to opt for 
precautionary measures 
to avert resurgence of 
COVID-19.

“The situation in many 
countries is once again 
becoming a concern,” he 
said while talking to 
Balochistan Governor 
Justice (Retd) Amanullah 
Khan Yasinzai at the 
Governor House.

He said “As a responsi-
ble nation, we have to fol-
low precautionary meas-
ures to prevent the deadly 
virus.”The Governor of 
Balochistan informed the 
President that teaching 
process had been initi-
ated in the universities 
under standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) 

across the province.
Chief Secretary 

Balochistan apprised the 
meeting that the corona 
rate was 1.5 percent in 
Balochistan and positive 
tests had been been 
reported in 500 students. 
The current number of 
positive cases was 213 in 
the province, he added.

President Dr. Arif Alvi 
expressed the satisfaction 
over the steps taken by 
the government for pre-
vention of coronavirus in 
Balochistan.

Federal Minister for 
National Food Security 
and Research Syed Fakhr 
Imam, Provincial 
Ministers including Mir 
Saleem Khan Khusa, 
Noor Mohammad 
Dummar, Chief 
Secretary Balochistan 
Captain (Retd) Fazil 
Asghar and Secretary 
Agriculture Qambar 
Dashti were also present.

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: A landmine blast has injured 5 coal min-
ers in Balochistan’s Harnai district on Friday. Levies 
sources said the vehicle of coal miners hit a land mine 
planted on a roadside in the Jalavan area of the 
Shahrag area of Harnai of Balochistan province.

The coal miners were on their way from Shahrag to 
their coal mine when their vehicle hit the landmine, 
levies said. Three coal miners critically injured in the 
blast. The injured miners rushed to Quetta hospital for 
medical treatment.

Law enforcers reached the spot to probe into the 
incident 

Levies and personnel of frontier corps reached the 
spot as an investigation into the incident went under-
way. The blast also damaged the pick up of coal min-
ers. Levies said the condition of two injured miners 
was stable. Therefore, they were treated in a local basic 
health unit. Seriously wounded coal miners were also 
provided first-aid at Harnai hospital. Then, they were 
shifted to Quetta for medical treatment, Levies added. 
Levies said all the injured coal miners belong to 
Afghanistan. Panic prevailed among the coal miners 
working in the nearby mines after the blast. The blast 
was heard far and wide causing panic in the area. In 
Balochistan, hundreds of coal miners have lost their 
lives inside coal mines as a result of hazardous work-
ing conditions. However, armed accused have also 
targeted the coal miners in the past.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility for 
the blast that left 5 miners injured.

Shahwani asks PDM to 
suspend Quetta Jalsa after 

threat-alert
Out Staff Reporter

QUETTA: The spokesman 
government of 
Balochistan has asked the 
Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) to sus-
pend its Quetta Jalsa 
after a threat-alert. The 
National Counter 
Terrorism Authority 
(NACTA) had issued a 
threat-alert in Quetta 
and Peshawar the other 
day.

“The PDM needs to 
review its decision of 
holding the public meet-
ing here”, Mr. Shahwani 
told a press conference 
on Friday. The 11-party 
anti-government alliance 
has announced to hold a 
public meeting on 
October 25 in Quetta. All 
component parties of 
PDM have been making 
hectic efforts to make the 
public meeting a success.

“After threat-alert, 

responsibilities of PDM 
leaders also increased”, 
the Spokesman stated. 
He however said fool-
proof security arrange-
ments made by the pro-
vincial government to 
maintain law and order 
situation during the pub-
lic meeting.

3,000 policemen 
deployed in Quetta city 

Liaquat Shahwani 
stated that over 3,000 
policemen deployed to 
avert any untoward inci-
dent during the PDM 
jalsa. Chief Secretary 
Balochistan Captain ® 
Fazeel Asghar also 
chaired a high-level 
meeting to review secu-
rity arrangements for the 
fast-approaching PDM 
power show in Quetta.

Mr. Shahwani thus 
claimed that repeated 
change of Quetta public 
meeting schedule 
showed masses don’t 

stand by the anti-govern-
ment alliance. “Masses 
can now differentiate 
between good and bad”, 
he said.

He however feared 
that cases of COVID19 
likely to increase after 
the public meeting. He 
urged upon the leaders 
and component parties of 
the anti-government alli-
ance to follow the stand-
ard operating procedures 
(SOPs) during the public 
meeting in Quetta.

The Balochistan gov-
ernment has tightened 
security in and around 
Quetta city to maintain 
order. Checking of vehi-
cles entering Quetta at all 
entry and exit points 
increased.

Quetta city has wit-
nessed the worst type of 
terrorist incidents during 
the last one and a half-
decade. Terrorist incidents 
claimed precious lives.

Nawaz Sharif will be in 
Pakistan’s jail by 

January 15: Shibli Faraz
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Shibli Faraz has on Friday said former 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif will be in Pakistan’s 
jail by January 15 as efforts are underway to bring 
him back from London.

Shibli Faraz addressed a news conference in 
Islamabad and said Nawaz Sharif will be repatriated 
so that he could face his cases and answer for his 
assets. He said the government will not only get 
punished the corrupt elements but will also recover 
the looted national wealth.

“The video footage of the arrest of Captain 
(retired) Safdar in Karachi showed that he was taken 
into custody by police in a respectable manner, 
which exposed the contradictory statements of the 
Sindh government and Maryam Safdar. The 
Supreme Court has already declared Maryam Safdar 
a liar.

“Ahsan Iqbal, Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Khawaja 
Asif and Rana Sanaullah, all are under the National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) scrutiny. Those who 
plundered money during their tenure are now talk-
ing about sanctity of vote.

“The rulers who ruled the country for decades 
have been rejected by people. Their politics has 
ended and their next abode is in jail for plundering 
the national wealth.

“Pakistan’s economy is reviving, showing positive 
indicators in various sectors. Exports are on the rise; 
remittances are at record high level; and construc-
tion industry is fast flourishing. Increase in remit-
tances shows trust in the PTI government.” 

“Pakistan’s economy is reviving, showing positive 
indicators in various sectors. Exports are on the rise; 
remittances are at record high level; and construc-
tion industry is fast flourishing.



Climate Change and Quetta
Asif Khan

The environmental and climate 
change problems in Quetta city 
are serious. A significant decline 
in environmental conditions 
over the past quarter of the cen-
tury is highly visible. The 
mountain-ringed city has been 
declared as one of the most pol-
luted cities in the globe. The 
underlying reasons behind this 
is the rapid growth of the popu-
lation, industries, vehicles emit-
ting pollution, Chloro Floro 
Carbon (CFC) being emitted by 
refrigerators.

Fast urbanization coupled 
with increasing population 
growth indicates that the popu-
lation of the city will be doubled 

by 2030. The Climate of Quetta 
is arid, temperate with low pre-
cipitation in winter, and higher 
evapotranspiration in summer. 
The altitude in the district var-
ies from 5577 ft. to 10500 ft. 
therefore, the weather is 
extremely dry and the winter 
is very cold. Unfortunately, 
the city lies outside the range 
of the monsoon range and 
rainfall is scanty and irregu-
lar.

Quetta endured spells of 
drought, earthquakes, flash-
floods 

Quetta valley is part of the 
Basin and consists of a tec-
tonic depression, a buried val-
ley, and karstic bedrock. A 
network of minor valleys dis-

sects the Quetta valley. Quetta 
like other parts of Balochistan 
is an arid largely mountainous 
district with low rainfall 100-
300 mm/year and extreme 
variations in temperature dur-
ing summer and winter. It has 
endured frequent spells of 
drought, flash floods, and 
earthquakes. Quetta is the 
center of tertiary education 
and health care services as 
well as the hub of commerce 
trade, and employment.

Quetta and overall 
Balochistan need on an urgent 
basis the comprehensive net-
work of stations that meet the 
standards of the World 
Meteorological organization 
and are geared to the needs of 

the province.
World Climate Change 

organizations and Govt of 
Pakistan and Balochistan 
need to focus on issues and 
challenges of Climate change 
in Balochistan, especially 
Quetta city. The vision of the 
government in the short term 
is of generating comprehen-
sive weather and climate data 
in a usable form for different 
applications.

The weather forecast, long-
term trends, and projection for 
agriculture, informing the sit-
uation of water, drought, flood 
windstorm, cold wave, heat-
wave, rescue, relief, and reha-
bilitation after a disaster. In 
the long term, emissions will 

be reduced in order to contrib-
ute to the national and inter-
national efforts of reducing 
global warming.

Delay, Check Dams need to 
be constructed around Quetta 

Delay and check dams also 
need to be constructed around 
Quetta city to maintain the 
depleting water table on a 
war-footing basis. The strat-
egy of water shade manage-
ment should also be applied to 
attract more rains to overcome 
the scarcity of water problems. 
The Prime Minister’s plan of 1 
billion trees needs to be trans-
lated into action when it comes 
to Quetta and other arid parts of 
Balochistan to mitigate the 
impacts of climate change.

Fahd Husain

POLITICS is back on the 
streets. Pakistan is back into 
default mode.

This is what we like. The 
defiant crowds and roaring 
opposition; the spirited slo-
ganeering and frenzied 
mobs; the mammoth rallies 
and charged speakers; the 
music and honking, the 
dancing and chanting, the 
vehicular mayhem snaking 
across jam-packed high-
ways — oh yes we all live for 
this kind of politics — the 
impromptu speeches, the 
rain of rose petals, and the 
crush of thousands throng-
ing arenas lit with big lights 
and bigger enthusiasm. This 
is what defines our politics 
— not pompous speeches in 
parliament, not stuffy meet-
ings in boardrooms, not 
poorly choreographed pub-
licity events laced with 
rehearsed dialogues — no, 
ladies and gentlemen, what 
we want, what we relish and 
what we love are heart-
thumping, high-octane and 
double-wattage events — 
the kind that are now 
unrolling like giant pythons 
across the plains of central 
Punjab.

Make no mistake: the 
mean streets are ablaze with 
a rising tide of passion 
amidst a pall of depression 

cast wide by the pain of 
ineptitude-driven inflation.

The rest pales in compari-
son. There was parliament 
today, but who cares; there 
was the PTI’s parliamentary 
party meeting this morning, 
but who cares; and there was 
a string of boringly repetitive 
statements from the usual 
gang of governmental spokes-
people, but who cares. This 
Friday all that mattered was 
Gujranwala, and those in 
Gujranwala, and those head-
ing to Gujranwala. All that 
mattered, in fact, was the 
challenger entering the ring 
amid a cacophony of chants 
that reverberated to the beat 
of defiance. No surprise 
therefore that some things 
became clear even before they 
were expected to become 
clear: the first rally of the 
Pakistan Democratic Movem 
ent (PDM) is a box office suc-
cess. It doesn’t really matter 
what the numbers say — it is 
what the numbers show. And 
they showed the crowds even 
before the crowds were 
expected to be seen. The 
movement against the PTI 
government is off to a solid 
start. What does this portend?

For Maryam Nawaz, 
Bilawal Bhutto and Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman, this means 
their sails have caught the 
wind and they are more on 
stranger tides. Their party 

machinery has had its first 
run and it is warmed up. The 
local networks, the logistical 
details, the financial and 
organisational requirements 
and the multi-level mobilisa-
tion of rank and file — all this 
is off the ground and catching 
altitude. This applies more to 
the PML-N, which has been 
sulking away behind closed 
doors for two years and out of 
street practice, and this 
applies even more to the PPP 
whose Punjab machinery has 
been rusting away for years 
and was desperate for a 
booster charge.

For the government, PDM’s 
first jalsa should be of concern. 
The usual gang of spokespeo-
ple may harp on what they 
have been harping on but the 
serious members of the gov-
ernment should be looking 
deep and long at the images of 
the crowds. A momentum is a 
dangerous thing when you are 
on the wrong side of it. The 
lawyers’ movement in 2007 
picked up steam with each 
passing day. It dominated the 
streets and consumed media 
oxygen at the expense of the 
sitting government. This 
momentum pushed that 
movement into the imagina-
tion of the public and helped 
disparate people coalesce 
around a cause. The past casts 
a large shadow on the present.

The initiative is now with 

the opposition and the govern-
ment is on the defensive. This 
in itself is a huge dividend 
from the Gujranwala rally. For 
the next few days the usual 
gang of official spokespeople 
will have the unenviable task 
of responding to opposition 
leaders’ words while trying to 
reinterpret the opposition vot-
ers’ massive presence at the 
jalsa. Images don’t lie. Who 
knows this better than PTI in 
the context of the massive jal-
sas it did while in opposition. If 
the Gujranwala jalsa is an indi-
cator of what lies ahead, the 
government will have to be 
constantly trying to under-
mine a reality that is building 
up by the day. This reality gen-
erates its own consequences. In 
opposition, Imran Khan’s mas-
sive rallies built a momentum 
and became a constant thump-
ing headache for the Nawaz 
Sharif government. By the 
time PTI and Tahirul Qadri’s 
people reached the capital for 
the dharna, there was nothing 
else that mattered for the gov-
ernment, including the job of 
running the government. The 
ensuing dharna did not oust 
the government but it left it 
weakened and unhinged. 
Imran Khan had rocked its 
centre of gravity and left it 
swaying perilously when the 
Panama scandal hit. The rest is 
history. The PDM campaign — 
buoyed by the success of the 

Gujranwala jalsa — can have a 
similar effect on the PTI gov-
ernment. But there’s an added 
danger. The government is 
weak, it is struggling to govern 
and it is hanging by a thread in 
terms of parliamentary num-
bers. Add to this the agonising 
pain of back-breaking inflation 
and the opposition wields a 
deadly Molotov cocktail in its 
hand.

What can the beleaguered 
government do? So far it is cut-
ting a sorry and bumbling fig-
ure. The increasing pressure of 
the PDM campaign will take a 
further toll on its already dis-
mal performance. Wheat and 
sugar prices are expected to 
rise in the next few weeks as 
are rates of gas and electricity. 
Then there is a genuine fear 
that gas shortage will hit 
households like never before. 
The government has built no 
narrative to soften these 
blows.

The only thing the govern-
ment can do is to adjust its 
narrative according to 
changed realities and some-
how get the inflation under 
control. But short of a mira-
cle, this is unlikely to hap-
pen in the short term. The 
government has painted 
itself into a corner and the 
only way for it to get out of it 
is if the opposition’s cam-
paign somehow fizzles out 
on its own.

A.G. Noorani

FOR a judge to seek to be wiser 
than the law is to do the very 
thing forbidden by wise laws. But 
judicial activism has come to stay 
in all its excess, a threat to democ-
racy. Judges are divided between 
judicial activists and advocates of 
judicial restraint, especially in the 
US supreme court.

Excess began early in the US. At 
the end of the 19th century, after 
legislative attempts to regulate 
the economy were frustrated by 
the supreme court, certain mem-
bers of the court condemned 
what they regarded as a judicial 
assumption of power. When the 
court in 1890 decided that the 
judiciary, not the legislature, was 
the final arbiter in regulating rail-
road, freight and other charges 
on the public, justice Bradley’s 
dissent considered this an arro-
gation of authority. In the income 
tax case of 1895, justice White’s 
dissent accused his brethren of 
amending the constitution by 
judicial fiat. For over a century, 
the federal government and con-
stitutional scholars had confined 
the definition of direct tax to capi-
tation and land taxes. The court 
added a third category: income 
tax. White said the constitution 
should have been amended 
directly. It took the 16th constitu-
tional amendment to override the 
court.

Judicial activists do worse than 
act subjectively. They use the 

office to promote the interests of 
the judiciary and propound theo-
ries with no basis in law, unmind-
ful of the damage they inflict and 
often in violation of their oaths.

The case of K. Veeraswami 
decided in 1971 bears this out. 
Seven years into his term as 
chief justice of the Madras High 
Court, he was faced with an 
inquiry by the Central Bureau of 
Investigations on the charge of 
possession of assets dispropor-
tionate to his known sources of 
income as a judge plus his lav-
ish mode of living.

Is there any democracy in 
which a judge can claim immu-
nity from this criminal process, 
and say that he could only be 
removed by impeachment by 
parliament, a blatantly political 
process? What if he had been 
ticketed for rash driving, or 
charged with assault by his 
wife? He went scot-free, first 
proceeding on leave and then 
retiring on superannuation, 
making impeachment impossi-
ble. On this, a five-member 
bench split. One held that he 
could not be prosecuted; the 
majority differed but put an 
impossible condition — the 
president must consult the 
chief justice, whose advice 
would be binding. This is judi-
cial activism in excess. The 
court repeated this feat in 1993 
when it propounded a bogus 
‘collegium’ of judges to select 
judges to the high courts and 

supreme court. This ‘collegium’ 
doesn’t exist in the constitu-
tion. Robert Stevenson opined: 
“Judges choosing judges is the 
antithesis of democracy.” The 
results are there for all to see.

Even confirmed judicial 
activist Lord Diplock said: “It 
endangers continued public 
confidence in the political 
impartiality of the judiciary … 
if judges, under the guise of 
interpretation, provide their 
own preferred amendments to 
statutes which experience of 
their operation has shown to 
have had consequence that 
members of the court ... con-
sider to be injurious to the pub-
lic interest.” Cardozo said: 
“Judges have of course the 
power, though not the right, to 
ignore the mandate of a statute 
... Nonetheless, by the abuse of 
power, they violate the law.”

Indian enthusiasts of judicial 
activism are mindless of the 
restraints that erudite masters 
like Cardozo and Diplock 
stressed. They have ardour, but 
not the learning that curbs 
ardour. Cardozo was all for 
judicial review, but was quick 
to point out: “The recognition 
of this power and duty to shape 
the law in conformity with the 
customary morality is some-
thing far removed from the 
destruction of all rules and 
their substitution in every 
instance of the individual sense 
of justice ... That might result in 

a benevolent despotism if the 
judges were benevolent men. It 
would put an end to the reign 
of law.”

India’s supreme court has 
concerned itself with Delhi’s 
traffic chaos; prescribed norms 
for running prisons, psychiat-
ric homes and women’s shel-
ters; issued detailed instruc-
tions for implementing labour 
laws on construction sites; 
ordered industries to be 
restarted with mandatory 
financial help from the states; 
reorganised admissions and 
exam schedules in medical col-
leges; prescribed hawking 
zones in cities; ordered that 
pavement and slum dwellers be 
rehabilitated on eviction; given 
clearance to noxious factories 
to restart on technical reports 
of safety measures; recom-
mended safety measures for 
railways; ordered municipali-
ties to construct drainage sys-
tems; prescribed poverty limits 
for low-income urban housing; 
and set up an expert panel to 
assess technologies to control 
vehicular pollution.

Judges prone to excess should 
remember Lord Bingham’s 
words, “The courts tend to be 
most assertive, active and crea-
tive when political organs of the 
state are least effective.” But 
judicial hubris always ends in 
judicial tears.

The writer is an author and 
lawyer based in Mumbai.
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TODAY the world is observing the International 
Day for the Eradication of Poverty at a time when 
the global economy is struggling to recover from 
the devastating Covid-19 impact, which has pushed 
millions of people into poverty. A UNDP study of 70 
countries, including Pakistan, says the coronavirus 
outbreak may set global poverty levels back by nine 
years with an additional 490m people falling into 
multidimensional poverty. With the health crisis 
having derailed economies across the world, people 
living below the poverty line, women, children, 
persons with disabilities, the elderly, and other 
marginalised groups are facing a greater risk of 
reduced food consumption and earnings. That is as 
true for Pakistan as it is for any other nation. The 
IMF has projected a sharp increase in poverty in 
the country with up to 40pc Pakistanis living below 
the poverty line after the pandemic struck. This 
compares with an ADB assessment of 24.3pc of the 
country’s population living under the poverty line 
in 2015. The poverty incidence was reported to be 
about 31pc in June 2018, a couple of months before 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s ascension to power.

Though the government under the UN’s 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development is committed 
to cut poverty by 6pc to 19pc by 2023, an anaemic 
economic growth, locust attack, entrenched high 
food inflation, and lack of implementation of pro-
poor policies may already have pushed millions 
into poverty even before the virus reached Pakistan. 
According to independent assessments, the num-
ber of poor may have increased by 8m in the first 
year of the present government, and was projected 
to rise by another 10m even if the health crisis 
hadn’t disrupted the economy. There’s no doubt 
that the government’s decision to ramp up cash 
handouts to the poor to mitigate the impact of the 
pandemic did help them survive hard times. But 
that isn’t enough. If the poverty eradication target 
is to be met, the government must grow the econ-
omy at a faster pace, control inflation and signifi-
cantly increase pro-poor expenditure.

Environmental Woes of Balochistan
Muhammad Jahangeer Kakar 

Environment and climate 
change are the prospective 
strategic gridlines that would 
define the international frater-
nity of relations. The prosper-
ity and longevity of nations 
around the world would be 
both defined and jeopardized 
by the elements of environ-
mental preservation and cli-
mate change management. 
Pakistan in general and the 
Balochistan, in particular, are 
threatened by the climate 
change shifts and the thrones 
of environmental degradation.
Balochistan attains a peculiar 
nature both in terms of geo-
graphic extension as well as 
the various trends associated 
due to this expansive bounty. 
It is the gift of nature that we 
are turning into a potential 
curse.

The documentation of envi-
ronmental laws is insufficient 
and not in currency thereby 
making it less effective being 

less responsive. The inequality 
of law with time and space has 
made it hard for implementing 
the environmental restrain 
necessary to cause a chance 
that one would want to see 
around intangible meters. 
Other than the Balochistan 
Environmental Protection Act 
2012, there are no rules, regula-
tions, or Provincial 
Environmental Quality 
Standards ever framed that 
could regulate the issues of 
environmental hazardousness. 
The insufficient law further has 
given out a polarized institu-
tional dichotomy which is also 
affecting the dealing with envi-
ronment and climate change as 
the horrors of the near future. 
The complete missing links 
between the departments of the 
forest, agriculture, water man-
agement, and environment are 
not systemically and institu-
tionally addressed. Reason 
would demand a synergized 
level where these various 
departments would focus on 

working together with a jointly 
hatched intuitional framework 
that could allow for informa-
tion passage, initiatives seg-
mentation and avoid parallel-
ism in terms of applications of 
actions. This could also pro-
duce joint results and could 
gauge the grey areas. The hol-
low base in terms of legal ter-
rain has raised an infractious 
institutional pyramid which is 
aiming a cry in the wilderness.

Balochistan is a land of mys-
terious habitat. Its environmen-
tal issues are multifaceted. The 
long coast remains unwatched 
in terms of coastal and marine 
life preservation. There is no 
documented study that has yet 
scaled and mapped the condi-
tion of the coastal life with the 
mapping of various types of 
marine and aquatic species, the 
climate record measurement, 
the environmental conditions 
and baselines, and the quality 
of the marine environment. 
There can be said to be no insti-
tutional arrangement making 

one department completely 
responsible for looking at these 
parameters.

Rapid industrialization 
along the coast in Lasbella, 
Gwadar districts going 
unchecked The rapid industri-
alization along the coast and 
especially in the coastal dis-
tricts of Lasbella and Gwadar 
go unchecked and are at large 
as of this moment. The indus-
trialization is good enough but 
its goodness at the expense of 
environmental degradation 
would be a sorry compromise 
we may be intentionally or 
unintentionally making up. 
The Gaddani Shipbreaking 
yard could one day result as the 
Wuhan of China as it hosts the 
most hazardous activity of 
shipbreaking which is like 
inviting the thick dirt of the 
world to our clean, green, and 
serene shores. The cost-benefit 
analysis of this and other such 
activities along the cost remains 
something yet to be done 
though it has been so long to 

have been so earlier done.
Increasing urbanization 

another reason for environ-
mental nuisance The 
unchecked urbanization is 
another cause of environmen-
tal nuisance. The dearth of 
amenities and facilities of life 
and livelihood have pushed the 
rural populace to shift and 
center around the urban cent-
ers of which the provincial cap-
ital city of Quetta takes prece-
dence over all other cities of the 
province. The city has deto-
nated into one large stockpile of 
human pollution without any 
town planning, the invocation 
of town management rules, 
and facilities. The air pollution 
caused by transportation has 
been on the ever-increasing 
rise with no controls over the 
fitness of vehicles plied on the 
roads. The lack of environmen-
tal fitness verification and the 
customary traffic licenses by 
the police have thrown the 
environmental hazards of pol-
lution in the backyard.

Female teachers 
appointment in 

Balochistan
The appointment of over 400 female teachers is 
indeed a positive stride towards the promotion and 
quality of the education sector in Balochistan. The 
female literacy rate remains lowest in Balochistan as 
compared to other provinces of the country. The 
education department issued appointment orders to 
more than 400 female senior science teachers (SSTs) in 
grade-17. The Balochistan Public Service Commission 
(BPSC) had recommended the female candidates for 
appointments in the education department.

The female teachers would be posted in all seven 
zones of Balochistan to improve the female literacy 
rate. Perhaps, this is for the first time that SSTs females 
have been appointed in such a large number in 
Balochistan. Their appointment in far-flung areas of 
Balochistan would help the education department to 
overcome the lack of female teachers.

3,200 government schools non-functional
In Balochistan, over 3,200 government-run pri-

mary, middle and high schools are non-functional. 
The major reason behind the non-functional schools 
was the lack of teachers. The education department 
should post the teachers as per requirement and bring 
an end to disproportion. For instance, a female teacher 
teaches more than 100 girls students in the Sariab Mill 
area of Quetta. Contrary to this, the students’ teacher 
ratio in some girls high schools located in the heart of 
Quetta city is one teacher for three students. This is an 
injustice with students and teachers in girl’s schools 
located in remote areas of Balochistan.

Female literacy rate paints a bleak picture
The female literacy rate paints a bleak picture in 

Balochistan. Although, the education department has 
no proper data about the exact percentage of male and 
female literacy rates. However, some unverified sta-
tistics of the education department suggest that the 
female literacy rate in Balochistan’s Dera Bugti dis-
trict is only 2 %, district Sherani 7 %, and district Killa 
Abdullah 9 %. The newly appointed teachers would 
be posted in the middle and high schools of 
Balochistan. However, thousands of posts of female 
teachers are still lying vacant in primary schools of 
the province. The education department should 
expedite work on merit lists complied and prepared 
by testing service i.e. CTSP to make sure the 
appointment of thousands of teachers. Especially, 
the appointment of female teachers would improve 
the quality of education on the primary level.

The Polio Mess in 
Balochistan

As the world marks polio day, the tally of poliovirus 
cases this year has reached 23 in Balochistan. The 
latest victims of the crippling virus are children 
from Quetta and Pishin. A four-year-old minor 
child tested positive in the Chiltan town area of 
Quetta and a 15-month old kid tested positive for 
the virus in Barshore area of Pishin district. The 
health officials merely shared their ages and areas, 
preferring not to report reasons behind the kids con-
tracting the crippling virus.

They did not mention that whether the kids were 
from chronic refusal families or the two cases were 
the result of the inefficiency of anti-polio officials. 
Balochistan has reported the highest number of cases 
i.e 23 across Pakistan. Last year, the province reported 
22 cases of the virus. Sindh and KP both have reported 
22 poliovirus cases each. Officials associated with 
anti-polio programs argue that the outbreak of the 
COVID19 has hampered the routine immunization in 
the province. Although, Balochistan reported 22 cases 
of the virus during 2019 when there was no coronavi-
rus outbreak. Overall, this year, Pakistan has reported 
79 cases of the crippling virus so far.

Chronic refusals coupled with poor management 
and inefficiency of anti-polio organizations appear to 
be the major reasons behind increasing polio cases in 
the province. The officials always celebrate achieving 
targets in their communication after every immuni-
zation campaign. It has been three decades now that 
the anti-polio campaign is underway in Balochistan 
like in other parts of the country.

First of all, all information regarding the anti-polio 
campaign needs to be shared with media and public. 
Only then, a joint strategy by the government, EOC, 
health department, political parties, media and reli-
gious scholars can be made to eradicate the crippling 
virus. Repeated immunization has indeed rattled the 
trust of many parents.

Pakistan and Afghanistan are the only countries 
still battling to eradicate the poliovirus as the rest of 
the globe has announced complete eradication. It is 
irony of fate that Balochistan, which has only 5 per-
cent population in the country reported 23 cases, the 
highest number. Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam 
Kamal Khan needs to direct the health officials to re-
visit their strategy in terms of polio eradication. A 
comprehensive and inclusive strategy needs to be 
evolved to eradicate the crippling virus from the 
province.
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Business/Academic community 
welcomes new Chinese 
Ambassador to Pakistan

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: The busi-
ness and academic com-
munity of Pakistan has 
widely welcomed the 
appointment of the 
Chinese Ambassador to 
Pakistan, Nong Rong, 
Gwadar Pro reported on 
Thursday.   

People in Pakistan 
believe that Mr. Nong, 
with strong credentials, 
will play a pivotal role in 
facilitating the CPEC 
project as it enters the 
second phase with a par-
ticular focus on agricul-
ture, industrialization, 
and socio-economic 
development.

The President of 
Pakistan-China Joint 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, S.M. 
Naveed, welcoming the 

appointment of the new 
Ambassador said that “ 
we hope that the new 
Chinese Envoy would be 
focusing on the second 
phase of CPEC and will 
push forward the process 
of industrialization in 
Pakistan.  

His background in 
trade and economy gives 
him an added advantage 
to promote CPEC pro-
jects and reinforce 
P a k i s t a n - C h i n a 
Economic ties.”

Similar sentiments 
were expressed by Ali 
Zia Awan, owner of a 
logistical company called 
Shelozon. “the Gwadar 
Port has a great potential 
to energize Pakistan’s 
logistical business and 
industry, “ he added.  

Ambassador Nong 
Rong has been called Mr. 

Double Port as he has 
been credited with build-
ing two ports inEast 
Asia.  

We hope that he will 
play a critical role in the 
completion of Gwadar 
Port as well as the pro-
jects allied with it.”

Adil Mahmood, 
President Sheikhupura 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry said that 
“the business commu-
nity was keenly looking 
forward to welcoming 
the new Ambassador to 
Pakistan and there was a 
hope that he will build 
stronger and durable 
bridges between the 
business communities of 
both countries.”

  The academic commu-
nity of Pakistanis also 
quite hopeful that the 
new Chinese envoy will 

open a new chapter in 
the Pakistan-China ties. 
Lt.Col. Khalid Taimur 
Akram, Executive 
Director of Center for 
Global Strategic Studies 
(CGSS), a think-tank 
based in Islamabad 
expressing best wishes 
for Ambassador Nong 
Rong to further deepen 
Pakistan-China All-
weather Strategic 
Partnership maintained 
that, “We hope Mr. Nong 
will deepen Pakistan 
and China’s academic 
relations enabling both 
countries to become inti-
mately aware of their 
common destiny and 
future.”

Mr. Nong Rong’s expe-
rience in the trade, eco-
nomics, and investment 
will help steer close 
coordination and con-

sultations between 
Pakistan and China to 
complete CPEC, a land-
mark project of President 
Xi’s BRI.

The new envoy has 
been closely associated 
with administering 
multi-cultural and 
multi-lingual adminis-
trative units. He served 
as the Vice Minister of 
the United Front Work 
Department of the 
Guangxi Zhuang 
Autonomous Region 
Party Committee.

Mr. Nong Rong has 
also served as the dep-
uty to the 13th National 
People’s Congress and 
member of the 11th Party 
Committee of Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous 
Region. Mr. Nong is 
expected to reach 
Pakistan soon.  

Islamabad police extend 
new vigilance and patrolling 

units to two other zones
INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police 
have extended the ‘street watcher 
system’ and patrol as well as air 
patrol units to Saddar and 
Industrial area Zones which 
would help to enhance coopera-
tion between police and public 
and curb crime.

A ceremony was held here at the 
F-9 Park to inaugurate this system 
to two other zones which is already 
in place in City Zone. 

PTI Senator Seemee Ezdi, 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Islamabad Muhammad Aamir 
Zulfiqar khan, DIG (Operations) 
Waqar Uddin Syed , SSP (CTD) 
Syed Mustafa Tanveer, SP 
(Industrial Area) Zubair Ahmed 
Sheikh, SP (Saddar) Sarfaraz 
Ahmed Virk, senior police officials, 
representatives of Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and members of civil 
society were present on the occa-

sion.
PTI Senator Seemee Ezdi appre-

ciated the efforts of Islamabad 
police in taking initiatives for vigi-
lance in the city. She said coordina-
tion of police with public was key 
to effective policing and hoped 
that Islamabad police would great 
more successes under supervision 
of IGP Islamabad Muhammad 
Aamir Zulfiqar khan and 
Operational Head DIG Waqar 
Uddin Syed.

The IGP Islamabad said the 
streets watchers would be deputed 
at streets and sub-sectors which 
would assist police in its efforts to 
curb crime. They would inform 
police in case of any suspicious 
activity in their respective area 
and keep a vigilant eye on security 
guards and domestic servants. 
Police and street watchers would 
remain in contact with each other 
round the clock through a mobile 
app. Moreover, street petrol 
units/contingents.

Sindh govt seeks 
adjournment in Daniel 

Pearl murder case
IN PNEWS

ISLAMABAD: A Supreme Court bench on 
Thursday adjourned the hearing of the 
Daniel Pearl murder case for four weeks on 
the plea of the Sindh government’s counsel.

A bench of the apex court, headed by 
Justice Mushir Alam, heard appeals of the 
provincial government and the family of 
Daniel Pearl against the acquittal of the 
convicts by the Sindh High Court (SHC).

At the outset of the hearing Sindh gov-
ernment’s counsel, Farooq H Naek sought 
adjournment of the citing his backbone 
problem. He also presented his medical 
certificate before the court.

Justice Mushir Alam remarked is Sindh 
government not interested to plead the 
case? It is the responsibility of the provin-
cial government to pursue the case, he 
added.

Justice Qazi Amin in his remarks during 
the case said that the Sindh government 
has lost its case in the high court.

The hearing was later adjourned for four 
weeks.

The Supreme Court in previous hearing 
approved appeals of the Sindh government 
and family of American journalist Daniel 
Pearl for preliminary hearing against Sindh 
High Court’s decision.

An anti-terrorism court of Hyderabad 
had awarded the death sentence to key 
accused Omer Saeed Sheikh on July 15 in 
2002, on the charges of kidnapping and 
killing the American journalist, while his 
three accomplices Fahad Naseem, Syed 
Salman Saqib and Sheikh Muhammad Adil 
were handed life sentence with a fine of Rs 
600,000 each.

The ATC had also directed the convicts to 
pay Rs two million to the victim’s widow, 
Marianne Pearl.

The state had filed an appeal seeking the 
life terms of three convicts to be converted 
in death sentence.

Daniel Pearl, a reporter of The Wall Street 
Journal, went missing in Karachi in January 
2002 while he was working on a story. He 
was later found to be abducted and 
beheaded.

Nimir Group signs 
contract for power station 
with Chinese enterprise

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Nimir Chemical Plant, 
a subsidiary of Nimir Group, officially 
signed a 20MW coal-fired blended bio-
mass power generation project with 
Sinoma Energy Conservation Co., LTD. 
(Sinoma EC).  

According to Gwadar Pro, CEO of 
Nimir Chemical Corporation Zafar 
and Technical Director Umar, Sinoma 
President Hu Yeming and Vice 
President Ge Liwu were present at the 
project signing ceremony online. 

Zafar declared that through a com-
prehensive evaluation, Sinoma EC in 
numerous bidders emerged as the gen-
eral contractor of this project. 

“We hope Sinoma EC will take 
advantage of professional technology 
and rich experiences in engineering 
sector, make the project a landmark 
project in Pakistan, further strengthen 
influence in chemical industry in 
Pakistani self-owned power station,” 
said Zafar. 

Hu Yeming thanked Nimir Group 
and pointed out that, as an outstand-
ing international engineering com-
pany, Sinoma EC has excellent EPC 
project execution experiences. The 
signing of this project is a good 
opportunity for the cooperation 
between Sinoma EC and Nimir 
Group.  

“We look forward to opening a good 
situation of win-win cooperation and 
common development through this 
cooperation,” said Hu. 

COVID-19 worldwide outbreak has 
brought difficulties and challenges to 
the implementation of the project. 
Under such a circumstance, Sinoma 
EC guaranteed that they will over-
come numerous obstacles, fully pro-
mote the progress of the project and 
ensure the smooth completion of the 
project. 

Sinoma EC is a holding subsidiary 
of China National Building Material 
Group Co., Ltd. (CNBM). The 
Company specializes in energy-sav-
ing and emission-reduction profes-
sional technical services.  The 
Company has strong R&D and techni-
cal service capabilities, and has dozens 
of core technologies for waste heat 
power generation and related fields, 
and a sophisticated high-end talent 
team integrating R&D, project manage-
ment, and operation management. 

special Me-
hfil-e-Naat 

held at Punjab 
Council of Arts

News Desk

RAWALPINDI:  A spe-
cial Mehfil-e-Naat was 
held at Punjab Council 
of the Arts with col-
laboration of Saqi-e-
Kausar Naat Council 
in connection with the 
sacred month of Rabi 
ul Awal. 

Naveed al Hassan 
Shah, Muhammad 
Alamgeer Qadri, 
Saeed Ahmed Jalali, 
Muhammad Azeem 
Qadri, Qari Sajjad 
Qureshi, Ghulam 
Rasool Chishti, Nabeel 
Bhatti, Israr Hussain, 
Tahir Majed , Inam ul 
Haq, Shabir Ahmed 
presented naat on the 
occasion. Qari Sajjad 
recited Surah Al 
Rehman in his beauti-

ECP issues final 
electoral rolls, 

voters tally goes 
above 115m

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) has released the voters’ fig-
ures of final electoral lists, ARY News 
reported on Thursday.

The country have overall 115,748,753 vot-
ers, according to the figures released by the 
ECP.

A spokesperson for the ECP says that the 
ratio of male and female voters in electoral 
rolls has been 55:45 percent respectively.

Sindh have total 2,43,51,681 voters, while 
Karachi’s District Central has been the larg-
est district of the province with regard to the 
number of the registered voters, the ECP 
statement said.

The District Central have 19,66, 945 voters, 
while District West have 16,46,187 voters and 
the District East have 15,07,445 voters, 
according to the ECP electoral rolls.

Moreover, Korangi District in Karachi 
have 13,67,106 and South District have 
11,74,124 voters.

Punjab have maximum voters in Pakistan’s 
provinces, the number over overall voters in 
the province is 6,62,36,144 voters according 
to the final electoral rolls, the election com-
mission said.

Federal Capital Islamabad have 825,833 
voters, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have 
1,95,33,964 voters and Balochistan have 
48,01,131 number of voters, the ECP said.

CM Buzdar inspects 
measures for promotion 

of higher education
INP NEWS

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Sardar 
Usman Buzdar chaired a meeting on 
Thursday and inspected measures for pro-
motion of higher education in the province 
along with future plans.

The chief minister directed to take effec-
tive and integrated steps for higher educa-
tion and ensured provision of all resources. 
Usman Buzdar vowed to empower the 
youth by giving quality education.

The Punjab CM said his government is 
making universities in underdeveloped 
areas and will improve the standards of 
already existing ones. Further steps will be 
taken after consulting with the HEC.

Sardar Usman Buzdar said an effective 
mechanism will be created to cope with all 
challenges.

Police use force on 
protesting daily wage 

workers in IIOJK
INP NEWS

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir, Indian police beat up 
and arrested several daily wage workers in 
Srinagar.

According to Kashmir Media Service, 
hundreds of daily-wage workers engaged 
in different departments assembled at a 
park in Srinagar and raised slogans to 
press for regularization of their services.

The police swung into action and 
detained scores of protestors when they 
tried to march towards to Secretariat. The 
police used water cannon and lathi charge 
to disperse the protestors.

ISLAMABAD: Contract employees of Radio Pakistan hold a protest in the favor of their demands outside 
Supreme Court. INP PHOTO

QUETTA: New itthiad Nanbai Association chisraman Muhammad Naeem Khalji addressing a press 
conference.
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Painting Competition about 
Polio Awareness held in 

Quetta

QUETTA: A view of opposition parties flag seen on road for  Pakistan democratic moment (PDM) public meeting in city. QUETTA VOICE 
PHOTO

Health Desk

QUETTA: A polio awareness 
painting competition held in 
Quetta’s Boy Scouts to sensitize 
the parents and children about 
the crippling virus. Students 
from various schools of Quetta 
participated in the painting 
competition.

Through their paintings, the 
students made good attempts 
to sensitize parents, govern-
ment functionaries, members 
of civil society, and political 
activists regarding the polio-
virus. “Painting plays an 
important role regarding polio 
awareness”, Nadeem Feroz, 
the communication officer 
polio control program said.

During the competition, 
girls students clinched all 
three positions. Kubra, a stu-
dent from girls high school 
Mominabad Hazara Town got 
the first position in the paint-
ing competition. Kainat Batool 

from girls high school Hazara 
Town got the second position 
and Saadia Khan from gov-
ernment lady Sandeman 
school got the third position 

during the painting competi-
tion. “For me, this is the hap-
piest day”, Kainat Batool who 
got the second position told 
Quetta Voice.

Talent in Balochistan 
“No dearth of talent in 

Balochistan”, Saqib Kakar, the 
Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Quetta said. If 

given the opportunity, stu-
dents from Balochistan can 
prove themselves on the 
national and international lev-
els at all forums, Mr. Kakar 

said.
The Emergency Operation 

Cell (EOC), UNICEF, and the 
government of Balochistan 
had organized the painting 
competition to create aware-
ness among the people regard-
ing the crippling virus. 
Children can play an impor-
tant role in the eradication of 
the poliovirus through paint-
ings.

Balochistan reported 23 
cases

Balochistan has reported 23 
cases of the crippilng virus 
during the current year. Most 
of the cases of the poliovirus 
reported from Quetta, Killa 
Abdullah, and  Pishin districts 
of Balochistan. UNICEF, EOC, 
the government of Balochistan 
continue to pump resources to 
eradicate the virus. However, the 
virus still exists in Quetta and 
other districts of Balochistan in 
spite of three decades of anti-
polio campaigns.

China looking forward early 
success of peace process in 
Afghanistan: Spokesperson

INP NEWS

BEIJING: The intra-Afghan nego-
tiations have opened a window of 
opportunity for realizing peace 
and stability in Afghanistan, this 
was stated by a spokesperson of 
Chinese Foreign Ministry Zhao 
Lijian at a news conference.

“ China always supports an 
“Afghan-led and Afghan-owned” 
inclusive peace and reconciliation 
process, and maintains that the 
two sides should resolve the issue 
at the negotiating table instead of 
on the battlefield.

It is hoped that both sides will 
put nation and people first, seize 
the opportunity, seek common 
ground while shelving differ-
ences, find the greatest common 
denominator, have confidence 
and show good faith, exercise 
patience and restraint, and strive 
for early outcomes.

China holds that the interna-
tional community, including the 
United States, should play a con-
structive role in advancing intra-
Afghan talks and support rele-
vant parties in doing their best to 
promote peace talks. 

At the same time, we believe 
that no one should arbitrarily 
interfere in the peace and recon-
ciliation process for selfish inter-
ests. 

To safeguard and promote 
security and stability in 
Afghanistan is an important pre-
requisite for peace, reconciliation, 
reconstruction and development. 

The Afghan issue is compli-
cated and difficult to resolve. 

Internal and external factors must 
work in concert towards the same 
direction in order to achieve 
intended outcomes. 

The United States is the biggest 
external factor on this issue. It 
should withdraw troops in an 
orderly and responsible manner, 
prevent further escalation of vio-
lence in Afghanistan, and create a 
favorable external environment 
for intra-Afghan negotiations, 
rather than the opposite.”

Commenting on security and 
counter-terrorism situation in 
Xinjiang, the spokesperson said,” 
Xinjiang has achieved important, 
initial progress in counter-terror-
ism and de-radicalization. 

There hasn’t been a violent, ter-
rorist case over the past four years 
or so. People of all ethnic groups 
in Xinjiang now have a greater 
sense of fulfillment, happiness 
and security.

The remarks you talked about 
were delivered against this back-
drop. However, the “three forces” 
and their impact are not yet elimi-
nated. The “East Turkestan” 
forces are still looking for oppor-
tunities to stir up trouble. 

The situation of counter-terror-
ism and de-radicalization in 
Xinjiang is still grim and complex. 
Taking into account the realities 
of the region, Xinjiang will con-
tinue deepening its fight against 
terrorism and radicalization and 
make efforts on both combating 
and preventing them. 

We will take tough measures to 
crack down on violent, terrorist 
crimes, and eradicate the root 

cause. 
By improving people’s well-

being, raising awareness of the 
rule of law, and extend help to 
local people, we will do our 
utmost to protect their basic 
human rights from the scourge of 
terrorism and extremism.

The vocational training and 
education centers you mentioned 
were places where people who 
had conducted misdemeanors 
under the influence of religious 
extremism took courses in the 
national common spoken and 
written language, legal knowl-
edge, vocational skills and de-
radicalization.

The aim is to eliminate the root 
cause of terrorism and extremism. 

Through such education and 
training, the trainees’ overall 
capability as well as their aware-
ness of nation, citizen and rule of 
law were all significantly 
enhanced. 

They also came to see the harm-
ful nature of terrorism and 
extremism, shirked off the sway 
terrorism and extremism had 
held over their mind, and got to 
lead normal lives. 

As we have repeatedly stated, 
the trainees in these centers have 
all graduated and are leading nor-
mal lives. As normal members of 
our society, there’s no special 
measure applying to them.”

he trainees in these centers 
have all graduated and are lead-
ing normal lives. As normal 
members of our society, there’s no 
special measure applying to 
them.”

QUETTA: Activists of Balochistan labour federation hold protest rally in favour of their demands. QUETTA 
VOICE PHOTO

Attorney general admits 
islands belong to Sindh

INP NEWS

KARACHI: As the Sindh High Court issued notices 
to the relevant parties for presenting their argu-
ments, Attorney General Khalid Jawed Khan on 
Friday said the islands belonged to Sindh.

On the other hand, Sindh Chief Minister Murad 
Ali Shah said an area of 12 nautical miles from the 
coast was owned by the province, adding that every-
one should stand by the Constitution, as they were 
not asking anyone to stand by the PPP. The attorney 
general admitted this as the Sindh High Court heard 
a petition filed against the ordinance promulgated by 
President Arif Alvi to establish Pakistan Islands 
Development Authority (PIDA) – a move that has 
generated a strong response amid the already vola-
tile political situation.

Khalid was talking to media persons outside the 
Sindh High Court where he said the islands were 
owned by the people of Sindh and would remain so. 
But he added that the islands’ land would be used for 
their own interests. He said that no project would be 
executed without consulting the Sindh government. 

“The Centre and Sindh can solve the issues by sit-
ting together,” said the attorney general who insisted 
that the Islands’ matter won’t be resolved in courts. 
Khalid said the Centre was ready to amend the ordi-
nance according to the provincial government’s 
wishes. Earlier, Jibran Nasir – the counsel for the 
petitioner – pressed the case for the ownership of 
Sindh and argued before the court that the construc-
tion work on the islands would adversely affect the 
environment, especially the mangroves forests. 

As other citizens too joined the petitions through 
separate applications, senior lawyer Shahab Usto 
said the Centre had issued two more ads even after 
the court issued notices on the issue. Similarly, the 
counsel for Sindh government said they had 
explained their opinion and the Centre wasn’t being 
taken into confidence on any of the issues. 

However, the attorney general was of the view that 
the issue could not be solved through the citizens’ 
petitions, claiming that the federal government 
wasn’t acting illegally. Meanwhile, Murad, who was 
addressing a ceremony in Sukkur, said the ordinance 
was a public property but had been kept secret for a 
month. He said they wanted the federal government 
to withdraw the ordinance, adding that the provin-
cial assembly had recently passed a resolution 
against the unconstitutional move.

Earlier on Wednesday, the Sindh Assembly unani-
mously passed a resolution, calling upon the federal 
government to immediately withdraw its presiden-
tial ordinance to establish PIDA as it is aimed at 
unlawful annexation of two islands off Karachi’s 
coast that are an integral part of Sindh. The latest 
controversy erupted as the federal government with-
out any consultations suddenly opted to PIDA by 
promulgating an ordinance with the stated aim of 
developing modern cities on Bundal and Buddo (also 
known as Bhundaar and Dingi) islands. As soon as 
the ordinance came to the limelight a month after it 
was secretly promulgated, PPP Chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari had warned that they would use 
every forum to nullify the unconstitutional move. 

Five passengers burnt to 
death in Khuzdar bus 

blaze

INP NEWS

KARACHI: Chief Minister of Sindh Murad Ali Shah on 
Friday said that Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) gave con-
stitution to the country.

Addressing a press conference, the CM said that we 
are standing against those who take law in their hands. 
Lawyers have always come forward whenever the coun-
try needs them, he told.

The minister further demanded the federal govern-
ment to withdraw ordinance related to islands.

We are not afraid of National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) and will continue to face corruption cases against 
us. As a chief minister, it’s my duty to satisfy my people 
with my performance, he asserted.

CM Murad said that it’s been over a year, PPP leader 
Khurshid Shah is in jail without any case. Federation is 
controlling three provinces from Islamabad at this 
moment, he added.

The CM further said that federal government has 
stopped calling ministers for meetings.

Coronavirus 
claims 13 
more lives 
in Pakistan

INP NEWS

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on 
Friday reported 13 more 
coronavirus-related deaths 
during the past 24 hours, 
taking the death toll from 
the disease to 6,715.

According to the 
National Command and 
Operation Centre (NCOC), 
736 fresh infections 
emerged during this 
period, lifting the national 
tally of cases to 326,216.

There are a total of 9,855 
active cases of the corona-
virus as 309,646 patients 
have recuperated from the 
disease.

Thus far, Sindh has 
reported 142,917 cases, fol-
lowed by Punjab that 
reported 102,253 cases 
while Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa reported 
38,886, Balochistan 15,767, 
Islamabad 18,578, Gilgit 
Baltistan 4,127 and Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir 3,688.

As many as 586 patients 
under treatment in hospi-
tals across the country are 
said to be in critical condi-
tion.

On Wednesday, Special 
Assistant to Prime 
Minister (SAPM) on Health 
Dr Faisal Sultan had noted 
that COVID-19 pandemic 
is rearing its ugly head in 
Pakistan again and said 
the government is antici-
pating to get a clearer pic-
ture on the situation 
within next two weeks.

He said the virus 
claimed 19 deaths across 
the country just yesterday 
and warned if precaution-
ary measures are not 
strictly observed, the coun-
try could face health 
threats.

On Wednesday, Special 
Assistant to Prime 
Minister (SAPM) on Health 
Dr Faisal Sultan had noted 
that COVID-19 pandemic 
is rearing its ugly head in 
Pakistan again and said 
the government is antici-
pating to get a clearer pic-
ture on the situation 
within next two weeks. He 
said the virus claimed 19 
deaths across the country 
just yesterday and warned 
if precautionary measures 
are not strictly observed, 
the country could face 
health threats.

Death toll in Karachi’s 
Maskan Chowrangi 
explosion rises to 6

INP NEWS

KARACHI: The death toll in the explosion at a build-
ing near Karachi’s Maskan Chowrangi has risen to 
six.

The sixth victim was a 19-year-old male. He passed 
away on Friday at Patel Hospital.

Five people were initially killed and 30 injured in 
the October 21 explosion at Meezan Bank in Allah 
Noor Apartments opposite the Karachi University 
Maskan Gate.

According to the Bomb Disposal Squad, the blast 
occurred due to a gas leak. An FIR was registered at 
the Gulshan-e-Iqbal police station on Thursday. The 
entire bank was destroyed in the explosion as were 
the building’s pillars, which weakened the structure. 
Businesses were located on the ground and mezza-
nine floors of the building while apartments were 
located on top. The building has now been vacated.

NAB office clash: 
Court extends interim 
bail of Rana Sanaullah, 

Safdar
INP NEWS

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism court on Friday 
extended interim bail of 31 Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leaders and workers including Rana 
Sanaullah and Captain (retd) Safdar till October 31 in 
the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) office 
attack case.

Judge Arshad Hussain Bhutta was hearing the 
case. During the hearing, Rana Sannaullah skipped 
today’s hearing citing health issues, while Captain 
retired Safdar Awan appeared before the court.

It may be noted that on August 12, Lahore police 
had registered a case against 300 Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PML-N) leaders including its Vice 
President Maryam Nawaz on the complaint of the 
National Accountability Bureau after violent clashes 
outside the NAB office.

The case carried sections dealing with the attack 
on NAB office in Lahore, interference in official duty 
and other related sections pertaining to violent acts.

3,990 terrorist incidents 
occurred between Jan 

2015, Sept 2020, Senate told
News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Interior Ministry has presented the 
details before the Senate on Friday regarding the mar-
tyred and wounded persons in terrorist incidents 
occurred between January 2015 and September 2020.

In its written response, the interior ministry detailed 
that the National Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA) 
is compiling data of martyred persons in terrorist inci-
dents since 2015, however, the statistics did not contain 
details of terrorists killed in different actions.

The Senate was told that 3,990 incidents of terrorism 
took place from January 2015 to September 2020. 3,384 
persons were martyred and 8,436 people left wounded 
in the incidents. 1,457 personnel of law enforcement 
agencies were martyred and 1,927 other persons also lost 
their lives, whereas, 2,569 security officials and 5,867 
other persons were wounded.

In year-wise statistics, 1,139 incidents occurred in 2015 
which caused the loss of 838 lives and 1,706 left wounded. 
785 incidents took place in 2016 with 804 deaths and 1,914 
injured. 668 people were martyred and 2,153 injured in 
741 incidents occurred in 2017.

584 incidents took place in 2018 with 517 martyrdoms 
and 1,256 wounded. 375 people were martyred and 963 
injured in 482 incidents occurred in 2019 and 175 mar-
tyrdoms and 446 people left wounded in 259 incidents in 
259 till September 2020.

Staff Reporter

KHUZDAR: At least five persons were killed when a pas-
senger bus in which they were travelling caught fire here 
on Friday.

According to details, the incident took place in the 
area of Naach of Khuzdar, where a passenger bus caught 
fire. As a result five including, women and children were 
burnt to death.

Getting the information, the rescue teams reached the 
spot and moved the bodies to the hospital. The cause of 
the fire could not be ascertained yet.

Standing against those 
violating law: CM Murad

Fight is between elders, 
Imran just a stooge: 

Maryam Nawaz
News Desk

LAHORE: PML-N Vice-President Maryam Nawaz 
on Friday said there was no need for a probe into the 
Karachi incident in her opinion because everything 
is very much clear. However, she added that she 
would wait for the inquiry report and the people 
must know what really had happened.

Maryam was talking to media persons after she 
arrived at the sit-in organised by the Baloch stu-
dents at Charing Cross in Lahore against abolishing 
the scholarship for 600-seat quota reserved for the 
youth from the province in the higher educational 
institutions of Punjab.     

Replying to different questions, the PML-N leader 
remarked that the fight was between the “two, four 
elders” [Big 4] and Imran Khan should not jump into 
the matter for being just a sideline spectator. The 
point had already been explained by Nawaz Sharif 
in his Gujranwala speech, she added. “Nawaz Sharif 
had said that Imran Khan is just a stooge [and] their 
actions proved that Imran Khan is just a stooge,” 
Maryam maintained. 

She said they would not backtrack and get fright-
ened no matter how many cases the government 
was going to register against them. “Nawaz Sharif 
is present everywhere despite being not in the coun-
try. Nawaz Sharif is haunting them,” Maryam 
remarked.  


